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FORWARD

Ever since mari, propelled by the swelling popula-
tion, began to make inroads into the jungles, the domains of
wild animals, there has been a wrangle down the line
between the man and the wild animals, With the ever
expanding population, the conflict between man and ani-
mal has reached a crisis level.

Anenvironmental study reveals that toda v, the coun-
try does not have the minimal forest cover that is required
to sustain a healthy eco-balance, vital for the life systems.
Today, Sri Lanka's forest cover is only 18% while what is
required for a sustainable eco-balance is 30%. The Asian
Development Bank has reported that the de-fo restation rate
in Sri Lanka is one of the highest in the world. The forest
cover that was 84% in 1981 , has gradu.aily but al.armingly
depleted to 70 % in 1989, 44.5% in 1990, 27.5% in 1991, 23%
in 1992 and 18% in 1996,

While these statistics presenta dim picture and a crisis
situation regarding the sustenance of eco-balance, system-
atic approaches towards corrective measures have been
continuously ignored by all. The fact, the conservation of
nature is the foundation of our existence, have been ig-
nored, It is everybody‘s duty. The communicators, the
writers and media persons should play a particular role.

T'am happy that Mr. K. M.M. Sheriff, a popular Tamil
novelist has chosen this subject of forest and wildlife as a
theme for his new book, rightly naming it ' Ithu Namma
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Soththu™ THIS IS OUR TREASURE. 1 began to read it with
a feeling of reading any other novel expecting in ita senario
of romance, social issues and perhaps politics. However, at
the end of reading I found myself lost in the deep jungle,
deeper indeed in sympathy and love for the innocent crea-
tures of the jungle. The writer should be congratulated for
selecting the above theme and for his knowledge on the
forest and wildlife and also for explicit dedication for the
conservation of wildlife and nature. To my knowledge and
literary experience of neatly 35 years, this is perhaps the
pioneer work in Tamil that I have come accross on this
theme.

It is appropriate here to quote from the preambile to
the statues of the International Union for Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources.

"Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources in-
volves the preservation and management of the living
world, the natural environment of humanity and the earth's
renewable natural resources on which rest the foundation
of human civilisation.’

Mr. Sheriff's strategy adopted in simple style and
elegant language, keeping the reader absorbed in the sub-
ject, motivates the reader to be committed for the cause of
conservation of the forest and wildlife. The writer himself,
being a convert, has portrayed his own action of shooting
down animals and birds for the enjoyment of a single
moment. ] am pleasantly surprised to note the vivid projec-
tion of the core aspect of forest conservation, particularly
the conflict between man and animal, man encroaching the
animal reserves, the animal slyly coming out in the night to
destroy man's cultivation, the secret design of the illicit
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tree-feller and the unity of opposing young minds, the
destruction of environment and the reactive failure of
nature, the persistent efforts by the environmentalist and
the good sense bearers of the viliage. These are beautifully
presented and to the reader it is like a kaleidoscopic pano-
rama. It is really fascinating and at the same time heart
wrenching. It brings man to his sense that though he is
supreme creation of Almighty he is nothing but a fellow
being on earth and destined to share it with all the fellow
creatures on earth that Almighty has created.

Though the aspect of forest life is visibly given high
emphasis, the undertone throughout the story clearly de-
picts the innocence of the village folks, the poor cultivator,
their non communal approach and the fact that they differ
very little in their thought and action though they belong to
different ethnic groups. It is glad tiding for a harmonious
nation of multi ethnic, multi religious and multi lingual
composition in the days to dawn.

The book successfully conveysa very clear message to
man.

There is a conflict, in an acute level, with man and the
forest, man and wild animals and man and nature.

As human habitation expands should animal
retreat.....to nowhere?

As human habitation demands should forest cover
As human habitation wants should nature be
maimed.....?
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The answer is a firm "NO". None of that will happen
without the destruction of man from earth. The man if he
likes can live in harmony with man and man, with man and
animal, with man and forest and with man and nature.

I congratulate the writer once again for writing " Ithu
Namma Soththu" This is our Treasure for so convincingly
driving a hard message so easily.

"Ithu Namma Soththu" is notanovel. Itis, of course,
more than a novel.

Sgd M.T.M .Aluharuddeen, P
President - Sri Lanka Muslim Media Alliance
December 01 -1998
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FORWARD

ITHU NAMMA SOTHTHU

lam notthe Normal' person whom a novel is sent for
an opinion. But here I got one. I was inquisitive. I read it. It
was fantastic.

A novel, story, poem orany other literature has its own
definitions. What was considered as 'words'in an earlier era
are considered as' modemn poems’ with none of the strin-
gent laws of yesterday. That is development, a change with
time, which has to be analysed from that particular plat-
form of time to understand it.

In my view a novel, though is fiction, should signal a
message to the reader. Notonly anovel is read for pleasure
of reading but also has to be 'educative’ or analytical of the
characters and events within a theme. In this context "Ithu
Namma Soththu" has been excellent where a thread of
harmony among communities and role of the community
in conservation is woven beautifully amidst a group of
new generation (School kids) and the old generation (the
village).

The problems of generation gap, poverty etc. are high-
lighted in the whole novel. Thenovel has achieved a success
in communicating a message to the reader. However, I
should confess that the author has excelled in one side and

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



have neglected the 'popular reading' concept which makes
the novel more toa 'documentary’ in strict sense, at the early
stages. If thenovel had more pagesonthevillageand itsday
to day transactionsin theearly pages, it would have become

an ideal novel for the reader on all sides.

What stands after you close the book is the message it
had passed on to you, beyond the individual letters inside.
ITHU NAMMA SOTHTHU is worth to preserve and
cherish.

Sgd. Dr. T. Jayasingam

Head, Department of Botany

Eastern University.

(Former National Consultant on Protected Area Planning,
Department of Wildlife Conservation)

December 01, 1998
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