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Darling Appah,

You've been gone a while Appah, but still the pain is there,
The little things you used fo say, the way you used to care.

If we could have just one more day, we'd spend that time with you.
We'd remember every moment, we're sure that you would too.
You were so very special, there for us dll the way,

We'll miss you for a lifetime, forever and a day.

Wherever you may be, Appah, even though we are apart,
Our love for you will never end, you're always in our heart.
Looking at your photo it's definite to see,

That parts of you has made what is me,

Because, as your daughter, we will always have pain,

Until the day when we see you again.

Our darling sweet Appah, sleep well.

Ever loving daughters
Meera and Bhama
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My beloved Chandra

On March 03, 2000 at just after 7 pm, when we received a phone
message from Mrs Sri Radha Umachandran, that Uma has collapsed and
passed away, when he was playing at the Kodak Badminton Court, our
family were terribly shocked and deeply grieved. | cannot express in words
the sorrow experienced by all of us especially his sister. Umachandran
whom | affectionately call *Chandra’ was mad of games from the day |
know him. That was from the fime | got married to his sister in 1963. All
his associates know the utmost interest he had fowards games especially
cricket and Badminton. When anyone advised him not to play after his
by-pass heart operation, he used to say that even if he dies in the Badmin-
ton court, he will not stop playing. At the end it has happened in the way
he uttered those words.

After passing his exams at Skandavarodaya College and Teachers
Training College, he was a teacher at Maskeliya Maha Vidyalaya in Sri
Lanka. He came to this country in 1984, to further studies. Even in UK he
continued his games fill his last breath.

During his 15 years life in UK, all his associates were taken up by his
honesty, sincerity and readiness to help anyone at any time and in any
form.

His excellent qualities and his God loving character will help wife Mrs
Sri Radha and daughters Meera and Bhama to have a good future in this

Wor!d
Let all of us pray that his soul will rest in peace.

May the friple Gem bless his soul.

T. Vigneswaran
3 Wood Lane

London

NWo 8DU
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To all who gathered to say farewell
to my Brother in Law - Uma

Even though we are far away from uﬂending his journey to Eternity,
our feelings are great and inexplicable.

His words were always pure sincerity and innocent.

Within a short periocl of time he stole our hearts with his superior
quali!ies.

Not only fo us was he kind hearted but also to all who knew him. His
love of sports, particularly cricket and badminton paved his way for fame.
Whenever | visited him, his way of entertaining was organising sports
events. There would be no doubt in that many of his friends will miss him
Very mUCh

Whenever | spoke to Uma on the phone he would insist on my sons
going fo see our relatives, not just fo say a mere hello, but to create a bond
and to maintain family ties since we are scattered all over the world. He
loved to keep in close contact with his relatives. This is probably what
made him a good father to his daughters Meera and Bhama and also a
good loving husband fo my sister and proud to say his wife Radha. And to
all of us his wedlth of kindness is beyond words.

His loss is great to us all. It will be a long time before anyone can rest,
especially my sister Radha.

But what can we do, if it is written it is written. It is done beyond our
might, we cannot deny or reject, we have to accept. It is the decision
influenced by the magnanimous strength and inspiring power of God.

Paskarajothy (Paskey), Anujah & children
Sidney, Australia
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A Charming Friend

| consider myself privileged to write this eulogy with mixed emotions fo
share my grieve over the death of my friend Mr V Umachandran.

| have known Uma, as he was known o all of us, since our school
days. As we grew up we drifted apart. He chose the noble career of
teaching and | came to United Kingdom to further my education. After a
lapse of about 25 years | accidentally met him in London, where he was
working near my home. Needless fo say our friendship blossomed again.

Uma was an easy-going, extremely friendly person who has been very
helpful to all those who seek his help. When friends ask for any help his
response always was the words “there is no problem”, whether he be-
lieved he could offer the help or not. It just goes to show his eagerness fo
help friends. Uma and his family were there for me through thick and thin.
It would be an understatement to say that | feel a great sense of loss at his

death.

Uma was a manager of a busy Service Station. He was hard-working
and dedicated fo his work. As a result he earned the trust and confidence
of the owners. His passion was sports and food, which he enjoyed both.
He was a keen badminton player and a good cricketer. He represented
his school in both cricket and badminton. The trophies he won bear testi-
mony for his achievements in both. As fate would have it he succumbed to
his death while playing his cherished sport.

He was a devoted husband and father. He gave every support fo his
children to do well in their life.

May his soul rest in peace and tranquillity.

C Perinpanathan & Family
Greenford

' Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




A tribute in memory of "Chacha’, Uma

Uma was not only a kind and gentle man but a good cricketer. He
showed us youngster, that age is not a handicap if you have the passion.
Uma opened our powerful batting line up for 4 years, in which he held his
place on the ability of his great batting ability. He was the key member of
our Championship winning team for 3 consecutive years, in which he
scored hundreds of runs.

Uma was well respected by our feam members and opposition alike.
He will always be remembered for his smile in victory or defeat, in satis-
faction or pain. Uma was named *CHACHA' in respect and admiration
by our team, a name he took great pride in.

Uma had great resilience. He had a heart by-pass operation a few
years back, but he never showed that handicap to the opposition. | par-
ticularly remember an incident 2 years ago. It was very hot summer day,
and we were playing in a crucial championship decider match in Ealing.
Uma had fielded for 3 hours under the hot sun. | spoke to Uma on at least
two occasions if he wanted to rest in the shade of the pavilion for few
overs. But typical of Uma, he refused. He was more concerned with the
moral of the team if he left the field. This gave moral boost to all the
youngster. After 3 tiring hours it was our turn to bat. | advised Uma to go
late in the batting order knowing he had heart condition, but Uma de-
clined the offer, and padded up. He was opening with a batsman who
loves running fast and take quick singles. Uma kept up the running with
him for the first half-hour, but when Uma was tired he did not requested
fo other batsman fo stop taking the quick singles, instead he scored the
next 40 runs in 10 boundaries. He had won the admiration of not only us
but also the opposition. When he was out after 1 hour of batting, he was
given standing ovation by the opposition and our team dlike.

Well, *Chacha’ you have played a great inning of life, in which you
have pleased every one who came in your acquaintance, But now its time
fo rest, Rest In Peace my friend.

Arshad Hussain - Criental Stars Cricket Club
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Tribute to a genuine friend

The Sri Lankan Sports Fraternity would never have been the dynamic
force it is today if it were not for the dedication, perseverance and tireless
efforts of my late friend Uma. The contribution he has made fo its growth
and development and the status it enjoys locally is so considerable that his
name will go down as one of the great sportsman I've known in the Tamil

Society.

| have known Uma for several years and in the time | have known him,
he was actively involved in promoting his fervent belief in Badminton.

Uma was always genuine even on a social level and | have found his
belief in the fundamental truth. | have very little to offer the family of Uma
but my condolences. But when | express my sympathy, | do so very sin-
cerely. For the loss they are suffering is to me, too, a loss, and the grief
they feel, is what | feel as well. | have lost a very dear friend: we have lost
a leader.

Uma continued his life’s ambition, until death tore him away from us.
Yet, at all times, he was the person of sentemanly conduct until the very
enda.

| was shattered o learn of Uma's death. | was greatly impressed by his
compassion, gentleness and strength.

T Balakumar & Family - liford
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Tribute to Uma Chandran

We first met Uma as an opponent in a Badminton tournament over five
years ago. Despite the intense rivalry on court, we found him to be a most
affable and friendly person off court. It was quite obvious from our very
first meeting, that he was very passionate about the game. He was known
to play between two fo four times a week. Occasionally fo the annoyance
of his beloved wife Radha. His daughters doted on him, not only as their
father, but alse as their friend and Badminton coach. On court he ex-
tended himself, giving of his best in every game that he played, be it at
tournament level or the mundane regular friendly. With his obvious talent
and depth of experience, he has put fo shame many a young aspirant who
dared to challenge him. He was quick to complement and encourage the
young, and not-so-young players who played with him. The innumerable
trophies that he has accumulated over the years, beginning with his tender
youth, are a testimony fo his talent, prowess and unrelenting dedication to
the sport that he loved so much.

Only second to his family, whom he loved so very much, Badminton
was his life. Such was his religious devotion to the game, that he has been
heard to say that he would someday die, playing Badminton. Prophetic
words they turned out to be, and far too early in his life. We are dll the
poorer for his loss, not only for his enthusiasm and fellowship in the game
of Badminton, but also for being a 1ru|y wonderful examp|e of a kind and
loving human being.

Our heartfelt sympathies go out to his beloved wife Radha and his
young daughters, Meera and Bhama. May it comfort them fo know that
we sincerely share in their sorrow , and that his memory will o|way5 be
with us.

We shall miss him very much.

Moy God rest his soul.
Y.M.C.A. Badminton Club, Walthamstow.

(Ardl, Sarajini, Ranjan, Bala. Thurai, Vasi, Srikumar, Kumar, Agassi,
Uthaman, Ravi, Burah, Raj, Skandabala and Srikanthan)
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A good friend

| met UMA in 1984 through my friend Bala and we became good
friends. For the last 16 years he has help me a lot in many circumstances.
Even though he had heart problems, whenever he can he will never say
no fo help and wouldn’t mind about the problems he had to go through.
For example when my mother died in Sri Lanka (1992), | was travelling
from Toronto to Colombo via London. He came to Heathrow airport and
picked me up, took me fo his friend’s place for a wash, change and for a
quick meal and took me to Gatwick airport for my connecting flight o
Colombo. He had been a good friend and | could say a brother like
person to me and my family. He will be sadly missed by all of us.

| hope with God's help his wife and two daughters will overcome this
great lost and look for the future.

P. Kumarakularatnam (Balar), Nime & Renu
Kingsbury

UMA at Kodak Badminton Club

Uma joined the Kodak Badminton Club back in 1995 and quickly
became well accepted by the club membership not just for his skills on
court, but also his good nature and outgeing personality both on and off
court. He became one of the “dependable” regulars on the Wednesday
evening club night and was always ready to stay and have a drink and a
chat in the bar later in the evening.

His badminton skills inevitably resulted in his selection for team matches
representing the club. Additionally his desire to see the teams develop
and succeed led fo his taking on the captaincy of the Mens B team, a role
which he conducted with great enthusiasm and commitment over the last
two years.

Always willing to give his all, encouraging and developing the weaker
player and holding his own against the stronger ones, Uma's presence
within the club will be greatly missed.

Chairman - Kodak Badminton Club - Harrow
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A tribute

Umachandran popularly called UMA amongst his friends and known
as “master’ by the younger community has left an indelible mark in the
sports world in UK. We had known Uma for over fifteen years and in the
time he became a very close friend of our club. He had been a keen
sportsman since his school days but what was close to his heart was Bad-
minton. He had won several trophies and cups in his younger days and
continued the form until his sudden death. Uma popularised Badminton in
London by coaching and organising tournaments especially for the Asian
community and Sri Lankans in particular. He actively encouraged young-
sters in the sports and many have attained recogpnition in the UK Badmin-
ton leagues. We had great respect for his talent in sports as well as or-
ganising capabilities and the humility with which he dealt with experi-
enced players as well as learners alike. Uma will be sadly missed in our
community.

Middlesex Shuttlers Club

Tribute to Uma

Umachandran is a member of our Badminton Club for the past five
years. He is a very keen and fine badminton player and every time he is in
court playing, Uma will be helping the partner how to play the game.

Uma had won several trophies during his playing carriers and it is a
great loss for the community and the game.

Our deepest sympathies to Uma’s wife Radha and daughters Meera
and Bhama.

On behalf of Watford Badminton Club
- Yogendra, Nagalingam, Logan, Dr. Swami and
Shakespher
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FOND MEMORIES OF CHANDRAN

| have known the late Mr. Umachandran from the age of 8 as we both
are from Chunnakam and grew up together. He was fondly called as
Chandran and was the son of late Mr. Vallipuram and Mrs. Vallipuram.

Chandran, from his young age was very keen in all sports activities
especially cricket and badminton. He was greatly encouraged by his fa-
ther who himself was a great sportsman. When we were small, | remem-
ber, going to Chandran’s house to play cricket in the land adjoining the
house. In those days, when every inch of the land was being used for
cultivation, Mr. Vallipuram kindly left this open land so that we could use
it as playing field. Such was his enthusiasm for sports and for his two sons
- Chandran and Sinarasa (Mr. Balachandran) to start paying from a very

| remember the day we started the Badminton club in our community
centre which was situated in our land. We all worked hard in laying the
court and Chandran was very actively involved in getting the club started.
He was in charge of running the club and this he did extremely well in-
deed. Perhaps this was when he redlly got the affinity for the game which
he carried on playing until his last breath.

He was a keen member of our college cricket team. Even though he
did not excel as a great player in school, he was a keen and enthusiastic
player. He never missed out practices and was always punctual. How-
ever, after coming fo England he had developed his skills and become an
extremely good cricketer playing regularly for some leading clubs and in
various fournaments.

From a young age he was a good organiser. | remember the days
when he used to organise sports meets and cricket matches in Chunnakam.
This skill of his, he seem to have carried it to his last days. In the UK, he has
been the architect in organising several badminton tournaments success-
fully and his untimely demise is a great loss. He really loved the game of
badminton and it was only appropriate that he passed away whilst play-
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ing. | know that this was his wish and in a way | am pleased that this came
true.

Chandran, was of immense help to me and to our O.5.A in organising
players for our cricket and netball teams. He was a gentle and pleasant
man. Chandran, you will be very sadly missed but will always be loved
and remembered fondly as long as we live.

May your soul rest in peace.

S.Nimalananda
President S.V.C.0.5.A (UK)

My Friend Uma

Some fourteen years ago when Uma was new fo this country, Uma
and | began working together. Within a very short time | found that he
was a very rare man in his honesty, charm and fair-mindedness were
striking.

Although we were from different cultures and different religions we
soon became good friends. On many occasions with the pressure of work
| would become bad tempered and grumpy, but after two or three minutes
in his company | would become calm and smile, a rare man indeed.

| will miss him for many years to come, but feel in my heart we will
meet again one day.

Terry Munro

@b, Sudbury Hill Close
Wembley, Middx. HAO 2&R
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A Tribute

to my loving husband Uma
and father to my daughters
Meera & Bhama

My husband came from a very respectable family and became an
instant success and friend of my own family. We had a lovely time through-
out our married life and were inseparable. | am proud Uma was my
husband. Uma was loving, caring and considerate, not only fo me and
my children but to all whom he came fo contact with. He was a dedicated
and kind father and a careful provider for our home.

Uma was a good sportsman, coach and organiser, to all who knew
him. Uma encouraged and introduced us to Badminton and other sport-
ing activities. His faith in our sporting ability is evident in the many tro-
phies which he helped us to win. Badminton was his first love.

My family and | would like to thank sincerely a few special people
who not only helped us in times of happiness and sadness, but were also
towers of strength at all times.

Among these special people is Uma’s school mate and friend Mr B
Balachandran and his family. Bala, as his friends call him, was instru-
mental in helping and encouraging us to come fo this country and start

new life. May God bless and keep him and his family.

Our grateful thanks also goes fo the three doctors, who helped and
gave a new lease of life fo Uma, by way of a heart by-pass operation.
Also the family who helped Uma find an excellent job, when Uma was
out of work, just before he passed away.

My family will never forget these kind and sincere people who stretched
out and gave us a hand and a warm heart.

| would like to mention Uma's brother Bala who was very fond of him
and attached to him. Uma is very fortunate is that Bala and his family
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were here with us during the last Christmas holidays and we dll had o
good time. Uma was also very happy that his only sister got married
recently in Sri Lanka. Uma’s mother also visited us here and saw him and
all of us only a year ago. The meeting of all his relations and having
contact with them made him very happy and he was at peace with himself

in the last few weeks.

We would like to thank all the sporting associations who have given
us tremendous support.

Last but not least, we would like to thank all our relatives who were
and still are with us, in our time of great loss, sadness and held on 1o us
closely while we wept.

The many friends who came to Uma's funeral, the floral tributes, the
funeral orations, we would like to thank all.

On that fateful day, Uma dropped me at home after work as usual
and said he will be back at 8 pm. He said have dinner and keep a boiled
egg for me and then we will go visiting. Those were the last words | heard
from Uma.

Uma was like a candle, a shining light and showed us the way in this
world, but melted away in doing so.

We love him dearly and will treasure him in our memories and hearts.

Wife - Radha, Daughters - Meera & Bhama

38 The Highway
Stanmore
Middlesex
HA7 3PN
UK.
Tel: 020-8385 7453

Mcbile: 0956 949834
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Meera Bhama
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