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My Dearest Appa

My Appa was a kind, happy, sociable man. He made friends
wherever he went and loved to chat to everyone. He was liked
by all.

| have so many loving memories of dad. He has been in every
stage of my life, so now to think he isn't going to be there
anymore just doesn’t make sense. | remember him telling
Ramana and | stories whilst feeding us food when we were 2
and 3 years old back in Manipay. He had a talent for story-
telling and we loved listening. He taught us all the Hindu
stories. He would drive us to wherever we needed to go at the
drop of a hat. | didn’t know how to use public transport until |
was 18 years old because of dad. He was very protective over
me as | was his only daughter. It makes my heart ache when |
think about some of the efforts he made for me.

One example is how dad drove me to Southampton (115 miles)
every Sunday, with mum on the passenger seat and then they
would drive back home on the same night. They did this for the
whole 6 years that | was at university. He always wanted the
best for Ramana and I. He would never let anyone harm us.
One of my fondest memories of dad is when he and mum gave
me away at my wedding. Other beautiful memories 1 will
always have engraved in my heart are of the times appa spent
with my son Keishan. Keishan got to spend 1 year with him,
and grew to love his Ammappa very much.
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Appa would admire Keishan’s laughter and then respond by
saying ‘@& Oswels HAfiiy and this would make Keishan
laugh some more.

He and Amma met each other when they were studying at
Manipay Hindu College. They were very fond of each other. He
always needed mum by his side, from the day they met to the
day he left us. She was his strength and support. Thirty years
after they’d met, this strength and support he had from mum
extended to an extraordinary level. He became fully dependent
on mum in the last year of his life.

He could not walk from one room to another without getting
breathless, he was unable to shower by himself, he could no
longer leave the house without support. My mum became his
full time carer and did everything for him. Essentially, dad
became her third child. She cooked for him, served him food
on his table, showered him, helped dress him, gave hiin his
medications and ensured he was constantly kept hydrated with
drinks. Every day that | saw mum, she was exhausted.
Watching what my dad’s illness did to both my parents broke
my heart. | don’t know many women who would sacrifice their
entire life, giving up all their freedom to care for their husband,
but my mum did, she is one in a million and in this sense dad
was a lucky man. | wish he could have stood by her side for a
while longer. How will she cope without my dad, they did
everything together. It is truly unfair that he has been taken
away so young!
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There is one thing | feel grateful for; God gave me the chance
to be there for my dad in the last year of his life. | kept him and
mum at my home for 11 months of that year. | took him to all
his appointments; | was there for every hospital admission and
took every step of that heartbreaking, yearlong journey with
him. With a new baby, this was a challenging responsibility but
there was no way | could let an opportunity to be there for my
dad go. This is one small thing | take comfort in, that | was
there for appa when he really needed me.

Not just me but my brother spent half of his time in Bolton for
dad, although he lived in London. It was remarkable to see how
passionately Ramana would argue with the medical team at
the hospital to ensure that dad was given the best treatment.

Despite all our efforts, my sweet appa left us peacefully and we
can never overcome the pain this has caused.

He was always speaking about Maruthadi Pilliar. He was a
treasurer for the temple in the past, he and mum contributed
to the rebuilding of the temple and provided the entire funding
for the Amman at the temple. Yearly they carried out the
Thiruvilla. Dad kept saying how much he wanted to go to the
Thiruvilla this April, but it seems Maruthadi Pilliar wanted dad
right by his side instead.

Your loving Daughter
Sujiva
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My Appa,

The eulogies given in this book typifies my father. He was
loved by many and touched many people’s hearts. For me,
my father is one in a million. He was a kind and respectful
man who's smile had the power to brighten anyone's day.

Born on 5th June 1954 in Manipay, Tamil Eelam he passed
away on 25th January 2017 in Bolton, UK. He passed away
peacefully, holding my hand with one of his hands and
clenching my mother's with the other.

He was a fighter, he fought valiantly against his various
illnesses throughout the years. Over the last year, my father's
lung condition caught up with him, and he suffered several
life-threatening infections. He was in and out of hospital.
During this time, I found out how strong my father was and
his unrivalled passion for life - which makes his passing even
more sorrowful.

When the royal Bolton hospital ITU consultant team told us
that he had no hope, he defied death, not once but repeatedly.
In the end the ITU clinical lead at RBH apologised to my
family for being unduly pessimistic as my father was an
exception - he was one in a million.

My memories of my father are something that I will cherish
for, as long as I live. He taught me how to be strong and take
everything in my stride. Words cannot describe the sadness |
feel at his loss and I will not attempt to do so. He leaves
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behind his soulmate and his full-time carer for the last 14
months, my mother. Some of you know how he wooed my
mother when they were teenagers. For those that don't, He
was persistent, when my mother first said no to his advance,
he took a tactical approach - he was clever.

He started pulling favours for my mother’s two brothers
(uncles) so that he would get a good name within the family.
Soon this paid off and my uncles were singing his praise and
my mother’s face turned, and she has never looked back.
Despite the resistance my mother and sister faced over the
last 14 months, they looked after my father amazingly well.

He has had the best care anyone can ask for given the
circumstances. 1 would like to tell my father that my sister
and I promise to look after my mother and make him proud.

Your loving son Ramanan
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My Lingam Chithapa

Lingam Chithapa was a loving and affectionate person. He
wasn't someone that [ saw all of the time. We would meet
five or so times a year and usually at the kovil in East Ham
but that was enough to see what a lovely person he was. He
would hold my hand and ask " Eppudi Raasa, Appa eppudi,
Amma eppudi, Mama-marr eppudi”, he would ask about
everyone and in such a caring manner. He knew many people
and they would wave to him or smile while he would be
speaking to me, and he would proudly tell them that I was his
Thiagu Anna's son. Regardless of how old or young you were
or how many people there around him, he would always have
time to speak to you. When he and Chithi would visit, they
would always bring lovely food and especially items that
both of my mamas would like. He would always make every
effort to make you feel special, that was my Lingam
Chithapa.

My earliest memory of Chithapa was in Ceylon. I must have
been around 6 years old and came to pick me up on his
motorcycle. He would always have Kandos chocolate for me
and he took me for a tour around his light bulb factory. 1
remember being amazed as I had never seen so many tube
lights in one place and they belonged to my Chithapa.

I always saw Chithapa as someone who never saw life as a
struggle, no matter what difficulties he faced. He just got on
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with it and always seemed to keep winning. He had been to
many countries as a young adult and he also imported a car to
Ceylon from Singapore, which was not a common thing at
that time. Even with his journey and life in the UK not being
easy, he and my Chithi were able to help both of my cousins
to get to where they are today.

My most fond memories by far was seeing my Chithapa at
both Sujiva's and Ramana's weddings. He looked so
handsome in his Verti and everyone could see hows happy
and proud he was. | will always remember him being happy
and smiling and being that one in a million person that he
was.

Nimal
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Lingam Mama - A Loving Uncle

As many of you will know, Lingam mama was a family man,
ever a devoted husband and father; he would ensure Lingam
mami and his children knew that every day. He was a loving
uncle to all his nieces and nephews, including our mum. We
would hear many stories about how he was like her older
brother, when she was a child, and always looked out for
her.
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As time went on, his never ending care extended out
towards both my brother and I. He would pick my brother
up from school everyday and whenever we went to his
house he, along with Lingam mami, would ensure that we
were well.

He was very fond of our ammama, his acca, and would come
to visit her regularly to see how she is doing. If she ever had
to travel somewhere, Lingam mama would not hesitate to
drive her. Lingam mama was a very popular man, not just
here in the UK but also back in his hometown Manipay; this
was down to his self-less warm nature towards anyone who
needed help. He would have an unfaltering smile on his face
every time we saw him and constantly saw the good in
people.

Itis very sad that he struggled this past year and yes, he was
taken too soon, but we will look at all the positives in his life
and know that he was able to live with his grandson for a
year and will be with his parents and siblings now looking
after us from above. His legacy will live on as even people
who never knew him only have good memories of him.
We should always use this opportunity to celebrate the
good life he lived.

- Kopi & Piriyanga
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Our Beloved Grandfather

Lingam mama was our beloved grandfather and we were
fortunate enough to have had the chance to be with him for
many happy years before passing away.

From a young age, he would tell us of how tough the world
would be and that the only way to prevail was to prioritise
one’s education above all else. This being something that I
would come to realise later on. But it didn’t just stop with us,
despite my dad being his own nephew; he would always treat
my mother with the same love. It is clear that he wanted
nothing less than the best for everyone.

When my dad was hospitalised, Lingam mama and mami
drove for hours to visit him in Norfolk, not hesitating to drive
me and my brother to and from school as my mum’s car had
broken down. At the end of the day, they had dinner with us,
somehow putting smiles on all our faces in dire times.

Little did we know that this would be the last time that he
would visit our home. The following morning, Lingam mama
was unfortunately admitted to the hospital, followed by a year
of struggling with illness. On Christmas day however, we
were able to travel to Bolton, and upon spending a day with
Lingam mama and mami, we thought that mama would soon
recover.
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Sadly, this was not to be as in the last few days of his life he
became very unwell in the hospital before passing away. But,
I am sure that his death was made far less painful and his
passing more peaceful with the everloving company of family
who were always there for him as he was for us.

And although none of us were ready for this, we know that
the wonderful memories he left behind will comfort and
console us for years to come.

Kirishoban
* %k %

Our Kind Lingam Mama

Once when we stayed at Lingam mama’s house, he looked
after us and treated us with love even while Lingam mami
was at work. Lingam mama’s whole family - Lingam mami,
Sujiva Acca and Ramana Anna took so much care of us and
made us feel at home.

When I was younger he made funny jokes whenever I came,
making me laugh; I was excited to visit every time. | wish I
could have visited ten times more than I did.

He was a person who you could talk to and he would reply
with helpful advice. He would always encourage us with our
education, wishing for the best in our lives and although he’s
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no longer with us in person, we shall always have his
blessings.

May God bless him and his soul be peaceful and happy.
Shaswathan

Lingam Mama Was One Of A Kind

Lingam mama was one of a kind. He was always happy
to see his relatives and he loved every one of us dearly.
Lingam mama would always put the wellbeing of others
before his own and whenever we went to visit him he
would always get up and greet us even if he was ill.
From my perspective his best quality was his passion
and generosity.

Whenever we went to visit him he would always ask if
we had eaten and if not he would buy us 20 chicken
nuggets and chips from McDonald’s no matter what day
of the week it was, it could be Friday, Saturday or
Monday. So obviously we always said no we hadn’t
eaten, disregarding the serious look from amma but not
so much from appa. I’'m pretty sure appa tried to form
a serious face but to us he looked like his normal self-
naturally boring. When Lingam Mama would take us to
McDonald’s Yaathu and | would always argue about who
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would sit at the front so we would let Lingam mama
decide but he always made both of us sit at the back. |
used to think he was punishing us for arguing but now |
realise that it was because he couldn’t bring himself to
choose between us, and the fact that he always valued
our safety.

Every time we came back from McDonald’s Lingam
mami would ask what drink we wanted and we would
both say mango juice. So whenever we went to
Lingam mama’s house my main course would be 8
chicken nuggets (because Yaathu would eat 12) with
mango juice, ever since the first time Lingam mama
insisted that we tried this drink.

At first we weren’t sure but after we tried it, we
instantly liked it. Also when | was around 9 years old,
Lingam mama would always play fight and we always
won because his way of fighting was tickling us and
making us laugh and we regarded that as cheating.
He would always sing songs and we would laugh at
how bad his singing was.

One thing | remember distinctly is that he would
always be wiling to go to the temple and pray for
every one of us. He was in fact another grandpa to
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me and | still remember the song he would always
sing to us:

“Yaathushan, Thirukkshan sonakathai
Amma, Appa kettakathai”

To be honest | never knew what it meant but that
song would be my most treasured memory of him. |
am sure he is with God and looking out for all of us
all the time. The thing | regret the most is that |
didn’t spend the last days of his life with him.

But the thing | am thankful for is that Lingam mama
was part of my life for almost 15 years and for the
way he loved us all even till the last minute. | am
sure that now he is living in each one of our
memories and would want us to keep living our lives
and would want us to become successful and to
enjoy our lives.

Thirukshan
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Our Lingam Mama Was Special

Lingam Mama I know was joyous, Cheerful, unique and
would stand out from all the others. e was caring, generous,
soft hearted and was passionate. Ile was also very hard
working.,

Lingam Mama was special; he wanted to see me at least once
a week and even when he was ill. He loves long drives in his
classic car and would ask me to sit in the front seat next to
him. He liked to take me to Southampton to see Sujiva
Acca’s University and we would end up coming back at 2:00
AM sometimes. I used to stock up on most of my sweets,
McDonald’s and Drinks during that journey, which are all my
favourites.

Lingam Mami would pack my favourite Chinese fried rice
and chicken curry made by her and the delivery man was my
favourite Lingam Mama. He would always try his bcst to
make the delivery reach me ASAP.

Ever since I was born, each year for my brother’s birthdays,
and mine, Lingam Mama and Lingam Mami would be the
first to go to the temple and pray for our well being. Each
time he visited our home, we would be able to hear his
precious singing and we would be able to identify who was at
the door. Ile would sing like a theme song sang on Super
Singer:
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“Yaathushan Thiruklshan Kettai Kathai
Amma Appa Sona Kathai”,

Also he liked to send my brother and I to London Town by
swinging us around.

As all of you would know, he is very religious and would be
the first one to go to any special event at the temple. He is
very well known throughout most temples. When I go to the
temple the ayaar would ask me if he is well.

This goes to show he was loved and trusted at Murugan
temple.

There is only one thing I regret (which my brother does also),
we could’ve spent time with him at least once as I hadn’t seen
him for 1 year.

All T would say is that I know Lingam Mama is in heaven and
is close to God because he was close to God on earth. Lingam
Mama would want to see us carry on with our lives without
crying or feeling sorrow and would want to see us do well in
our lives and follow our own dreams. As he had followed his
own.

By Yaathushan

* ok
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Our Perivappa — Forever devoted to God

I am sure that several would have many positive things to
say about Periyappa.

My fondest memories with him were probably as a child and
over the last year where | had the opportunity to speak to
him more often. Despite the fact those periods are almost
decades apart very little has changed about him.

| was looking at some old family videos of the regular
Christmas and birthday parties that we would have when |
was younger, and | realised that periyappa was always in the
heart of the conversation. Whether it be his humour or the
intense political debates the adults would have.

Even when | was five, he would take an avid interest in what
my interests were and what | was doing. Over two decades
later very little had changed. He still took an interest in my
work, how | was doing and what | wanted to do in my life.

He had many positive traits that one could talk about, but
for me personally, the one that stood out above all else was
his devoutness. In todays modern society, with the demands
of work it is easy to forget about your faith.

By my own admission, | haven’t attended the temple as
often as | would like. But when | did, | knew Periyappa would
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be there, Through rain, hail or snow | know he would be at
the temple.

There have been many ups and downs over the last year, but
| have no doubt that it is his faith in God that enabled him to
push through several admissions to ITU.

Even when the medical practioners had given up on him, his
faith and the prayers of family meant he pulled through. He
gained many more months to spend with family, including
the new addition to the family Keishan.

| hope Keishan looks back on those videos and photos, and
realises he had the opportunity to spend invaluable time,
with a dedicated, hard working, family man whose traits he
will hopefully emulate in years to come.

Periyappa may not be with us today, but he will live on
through the way he carried himself during his life. | will
certainly look to him to better myself, whether it be my
connection to God, or the time | spend with my family.

- Abison
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Our Caring Mama

I have known Mama since the day | was born as he was the
one who brought me home from the hospital but a more
recent memory of him would be that he would often bring
food to our house.

My sister remembers staying at Mami and Mama’s house
after school when she was little and they would look after
her. Even though we lived walking distance away, Mama
would always offer to drive my dad back home even if Mama
had just come back from work.

It’s hard to believe that Mama is no longer with us but from
these memories, we will always remember that Mama was
kind to everyone and would always help anyone. We will all
miss him very much.

- Arani
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LAKSHMI NARAYAN/ .
. London Sri Mahalakszlgm; Temple
_ Charity Reg. No:
set NoO P London E12 6SJ
. Mo P8 552 5315

tfelt condolen - "
ralaingam on behalf of Board of

' : rustees, priests and devotees of Sri Mahalakshmi Temple.

Suqﬂara] ingam is well known in our temple for a loné';ime'é's
ee, volunteer and donor. His family hasbeen

immensely to our temple.: We beseech the almighty to give strength
and encouragement to his family and friends to overcome the sad
missing of late Mr Sundaralingam.

We.

request late Sundaralingam’s family to continue to support the

We pray Sri Lakshmi Naryanar to shower blessing to his family
and friends to have good health, wealth and prosperity.

The Board of:%rrustees
Sri Mahalakshmi Temple
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