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There is only one religion, the religion of Love,
There is only one caste, the cast of Humanity
There is only one God , He is omnipresent.

- Baba
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Remembering my Mother

To share the gift of Thagaledchumi Nalliah’s life, is to establish who
she was and share collective memories.

My mother, Thangaledchumi was born on 12 September 1924 in
Urumpirai. She grew to be a studious and quiet young girl. At the
age of seventeen, she married my father Shanmugam Nalliah |,
cutting short her education to take the role of wife and soon after
mother. Although young and still very much a child herself, she
adapted to her new role and responsibilities, with the grace and calm
She was well regarded in Urumpirai (our village in Sri
Lanka),especially for her thoughtfulness and generosity.

A humble woman who only gave all she had, and ensured that her
family, particularly her children were always provided for. She had
the strength of will and perseverance to navigate the many
hardships and obstacle that her life bought. Through it, she
managed to ensure that many of her children secured safe and
fulfilling lives, as they settled in western countries . Without my
mother's perseverance, this would not have been possible. This is a
wonderful lesson and legacy, she leaves behind for generations now
and in the future . Without this | would not have been able to have
her attend both my daughters weddings. It has been one of my
greatest joys, to be able to share these treasured events in my life
that were so precious to me. We wish that we had more time and
that perhaps during the time we had, we had spent more of it
together. She is survived by her children, grandchildren, and great
grand children. With whom she leaves a legacy of her love and will.
The ways she touched our lives will remain and we keep those
memories alive by sharing them with each other. Remembering that
family is where she drew her strength and left her legacy.

Mahan Sriskandarajah
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Sinnathambi Shanmugam + Elliapiilai

Selathurai
Annamma
Nalliah

Balaskanthan + Vasanthamalar

Nathan

Miruna + P_:mmmoﬁ_

_ Hannah

Akilan

" Loris

Karthica +:34

Subramanium
Sithrangi
Thangamma

Kalaimany + Ragupathy _ Sebastian

Vinayagan + Sangeetha
Sivageethan

Vinayagathevarajah + Parasakthi
Thanushan
Jonathan

Araamutham + Stephen
Andrew

Murugavelrajah

Nantheeni
Suthanthira + Vijayaindiran Yysna
Rajendran + Rathika Sreram
Indumathy + Karunyanesan Naomi
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Thampapillai + Sinnamma

Thangaledchumi

Sriskantharajah + Manchula

Thristan

Radhika + zamm:.__a_.__

Puvanenthirarajah + Shanthini

_ Brennan

Neeraja + Vasanthan Nifa

Tharanya

Yarmini + Tharan

_ Ishana

Dharani + Rajkumar Christian

Krishnathevarajah + Mathurambikhi

Rushani + Jude Rajeeth Shiara

Aravinthan + Lavani

Rajaratnam
Rajendran
Akilandeswari
Arulananthan
Parasakthi

Mahayogeswary + Dr. Canagaratnam

Kavin

Aarthi + Arulraj
Oviya
Arun

Nirupa + Niranjan
Laxml
Myooran + Emma Jasmine

Nathan

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



A truly Virtuous women

Proverbs 31:10 & 28 “"Who can find a virtuous women? for her price
is far above rubies... Her Children arise up, and call her blessed; her
husband also, and he prasieth her”.

Mummy | sat and thought of you today, | thank God for his greatest
gift, making you our mother. My thoughts went years back, how you
taught us what is right and wrong and you had the grace not to judge
the wrongs we did but empathise and helped to see us through. At
times you were hurt but never showed it out. Though we are many in
numbers, your love was undivided. You loved us without question,
no matter what we did. Even through you were not always right
beside us, you brought us up be confident and successful adults.
You never kept anything for yourself, without a thought you gave
and gave. There was never any guile or evil in your speech and
deed. You were quiet and meek. You never raised your voice at
anyone. Will | ever have your patience!? You were a blessing to your
parents and siblings, to our father and to all your children. God
blessed you abundantly with health, strength and long years. The
last few months had been hard for you. Often you asked “ Take me
to Your home™. | thought you were referring my earthly home, and
told you to get better, and then | could take you. | didn't understand
why you kept asking for your dress. However now | know you
wanted to get ready to go to your eternal home to be with your
creator.

Mummy it was in your nature to do thinks quietly, in the same way
you departed from us while Perianna and Nanthini were besides
your bedside. | am sure you are in a better place where there is no
more pain and no more sufferings. Thank you mummy for
everything, we miss you so much. Age does not matter you and
always will be our Mother.

Daughter Ara Stephen(Baby)

27T Blmwdsnser sl peusnsown oeuTeeflsr - Blasrs wsoj 20

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



A Rock with a Child Like Nature

| often here when people talk about their grandmas, reflecting fondly
on being spoilt with numerous treats, someone who cooks them
lots of tasty meals or even someone who always lets them get their
way.

Our Ammamah wasn't exactly like that! More often than not it was us
making tea for her or me having to give in and watch what she
wanted to watch on the television. I'm not saying this to point out a
flaw because these were not weaknesses but in fact her strength.
Ammamah always had this child like nature!

She never let herself get down about anything and she very rarely
got overly concerned about what was going on around her. She was
a rock and she held our big family together, she was the centre of
our worlds. Even when things got hectic she would stay silent and
then later quietly inquire as to what was going cn and why we were
getting so caught up in ourselves, reminding us that there was no
point taking ourselves too seriously.

When | think about Ammamah, | think about her infections laugh!
She would stick her tongue out, scrunch her face up, close her eyes
and giggle away. When | was younger | used to love seeing her
laugh, so much so that we would do whatever we could to see her
face light up, to be honest | don't know if she found me funny or she
was just being polite but | loved seeing her laugh nonetheless.

Ammamah had a love for chocolate! If | ever wanted some, | always
knew if | said Ammamah wanted chocolate my mum would let me
open a box. She loved chocolate so much so that even when she
stopped eating and drinking when | asked her if she wanted
chocolate she would let me put a small piece into her mouth and she
would just hold it in there. '

The last few years haven't been easy for Ammamah, as much as it
pains us to think that we are no longer going to share time together
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or create new memories, | know my whole family would agree with
me when | say that we are greatful to God for the long and healthy
life that Ammamah was blessed with.

Ammamah gently slipped out of this world just how she lived whilst
on it- peacefully, silently and without creating a fuss..

I will miss my Ammamah very much but | thank her for giving me the
great gift of this eneroumous family through who her memory will
never fade. | know she must be soc happy to see so many of us all
together celebrating her life. | don't want to be ungrateful and see
this as a purely sad moment, her suffering has ended and she is
now back together with Ammapah.

The Bible contains a verse: "Mark the perfect man, and behold the
upright; for the end of that man is peace”, Ammamah surely is a
testament to this.

Grand son Andrew
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My thoughts on Appamma.,

| gaze around. | see one family, brought together, to mourn for one
of our own. | could not help but think thirteen children, numerous
grandchildren and countless great grandchildren; what a legacy. As |
struggle to put my thoughts intc words | realize in many families,
grandparents are a somewhat abstract concept; there are pictures of
them around the house, you might get a birthday card in the mail, or
see them on holidays, but in our family she was a part of everyday
life. Throughout the whole ceremony, the people shaking my hand,
from far and wide, whispering condolences, all | could think of was
how many had arrived at the funeral, how many people had known
and cared about my Appamma.

| saw my relatives, those people connected to me by blood, and their
faces. The moment | saw their faces, | knew. | knew they weren't
just people connected to me by blood, | knew | could count on them
someday to help me in a situation. They're family, and family is
always there for you through thick and thin.

| realized that one word, family, sums up Appamma for me pretty
well. From the beginning to the end, whether near or far, big or
small, she will always be there, through the familial ties she has so
masterfully woven around us. While she may not be with us in flesh,
I now know that she will live on and be remembered, through the
bonds we have formed due to her, the memories we have created
with her and the choices we will make because of her. The song is
ended but the melody lingers on...

Grand son Sivageethan
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My Periamma

| am Rajani one of the children of Mummy's younger sister Eesu-
Easwary. | wish to share my thoughts and the beautiful memories.

| could say that my Periamma — Mummy had a life, full of joy and
happiness. She was a pretty, tall women who dress up very
perfectly. | am blessed to have 13 beautiful and loving cousins
through her. She was dearly addressed by my Periyappa — Daddy
M...A.L..A.R . Yes, Periammah -Muummy was a kind, soft natured,
sweet woman carries a beautiful smile on her face for everyone
doesn't matter who ever they are. Just like a flower she was always
pleasant.

We were joint family and she provided everything equally and
lovingly among all of us doesn't matter whatever it is. All of our
family members were united with love and we had a unique life style
in our village Urumpirai. During my school vacation | used to go to
Dehiowitta with my cousins, mummy and Daddy by private vehicle.
The wonderful time | had there with mummy and Daddy are never
ever be forgotten in my life time. We stayed there in a huge the
house. We used to go to river side for fishing. When we came back
home the food was nicely arranged on the dining table and we all sat
around the table, enjoyed the food with lots of laughter and fun.

Again, | got an opportunity to live with mummy at Colling Wood
Place, Colombo. During my stay my hobby was stitching which |
learnt from my mother. Mummy always ask me “ Rajani show me
what you were sewing all these time”. | brought the pillow covers
and the dress which | sew and showed her. Mummy was with a big
surprise on her face admired and said “It's so beautiful, did you sew
all of these” and continued Eesu too sew beautifully. | was really
encouraged and filled with joy and happy.

During the time of raising her 13 children, as usual, mummy also
went through responsibilities and tough times. But | never ever seen
her raising her voice, losing her temper, emotionally imbalanced and
complaining. | have always seen her well-focused on what she was
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doing, remains calm all the time and moreover, occupy herself in
reading. Yes, she was very good reader and regardless of her
situation kept herself occupied in varieties of readings. These great
gualities she inherited from her wonderful parents and we all too
must learn from her.

My dearest Mummy, | love you and always keep you too beside my
mother and aunty during my daily prayers. Thank you for your love
and care.

Loving and kind in all her ways,
Upright and just to the end of her days;
Sincere and true, in her heart and mind,

Beautiful memories, she left behind.

Niece Rajani
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Our Dearest Ammamabh... An Angel called to
Heaven
By Jonny Stephen

At this most difficult time of grief | would like to share a poem it is
titled “I'm Free” and is pertinent to my Ammamah.

Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free,
I'm following the path God laid for me.
| took his hand when | heard his call,

I turned my back and left it all.

| could not stay another day,

To laugh, to love, to work, to play.

Tasks left undone must stay that way,

I've found that peace at the close of the day.

If my parting has left a void,

Then fill it with remembered joy.
Family shared, a laugh, a kiss,

Ah yes, these things | too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My Life's been full, | savoured much,

Good friends, good times, a loved one's touch,

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Den't lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and share with me,

God wanted me now, He set me free.

Ammamah was a mother of 13 children, a dedicated and loving
mother, wife, grandmother, great-grandmother, mother-in-law and
aunt. She was a humble, selfless, caring woman who touched the
lives of many. Although she has closed her eyes and slipped into
Gods arms leaving a void in our lives, she also leaves behind a

magnificent legacy that will continue for years to come.
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| thank God for the life of Ammamah, she was such a blessing to our
whole family. When | was young and Ammamah would be staying at
our home, she would have this habit, that at the time was somewhat
slightly annoying but looking back now shows me just how much she
loved and cared for us all. She would look at the time towards the
early evening and as soon as the clock struck 6pm and the working
day was done, she would begin asking. “Jonny, Amma enga?” |
would reply in broken tamil "Amma velar still Ammamah”, 10 mins
later she would do return and this time ask “Jonny enn Amma
varaylai?” and | would respond “ Amma velar”.

This cycle would continue for a good hour until my mum returned
home, Ammamah would wait at the window looking out ardently for
my mum to return from work and would only be at peace when she
returned. Both my brother Andy and cousin Vina would also be able
to share similar stories. Therefore | believe that Ammamah is
standing at the gates of heaven now with Ammappah ardently
looking out and watching over her family, and | believe one day we
will see her again.

Thank you.

Grand Son Jonathan
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My Ammammah

Ammammah has been constant, calm and loving presence for us
throughout our lives, and across continents. At celebrations of
births, birthdays, age attainments and marriages she was there. The
first experience of Ammammah for me and my sister Nirupa was
when she came to help my mother look after our baby sister
Miruna. One of our last was when | visited her and told her that my
wife Emma and | were expecting our first baby. Despite her grave ill
health, she acknowledged my announcement, her face brightened
and her eyes lit up.

She was always very interested in her grandchildren and great
grandchildren, and could remember all of their names until the end
of her life. She was very modern in her outlook, warmly embracing
new members of the family from all cultures, including my wife
Emma. Although in her later years, her physical health was not
good, she would always light up when Emma was there

Ammammah, you have been a part of so many people’s lives for so
long it is hard to imagine you have gone. We thank you for being a
loving mother, mother in law , Grand mother and great grand
mother.

On behalf of my family | also would like to record our gratitude and
appreciation to kala Sithy and Nanthu Siththy for their Magnificient
and tireless efforts to care for Ammammah in her latter years. On
behalf of my Parents | would like to convey Special thanks to Aunty
Jeya for her kindness, her patience , and her skills that enabled
Grandma to live her life to the full and on her terms.

Swami Vivekananda said " This life is a hard fact, work your
way through it boldly, though it may be adamantine, no matter,
the soul is stronger.
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When we let loose our feelings, we waste so much energy,
shatter our nerves, disturb our minds, and accomplish very
little.

The calmer we are the better we are . All faiths are good so
far as they encourage us to lead a religious life, the more faiths
there are, the more are the venues for successful appeal to the
divine instincts in all of us. "

With my prayers for Ammamah to Rest in peace.
Grand Son

Myooran
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My Ammama

My earliest memories with Ammama were when | was six years old.
She came to stay after my baby sister was born. | remember
hearing the soft patter of her feet and feeling the delicate swish of
her sari as she moved around the home. We would look at fairy tale
books together, her warm comforting presence by my side that
reassured me of her love.

Ammama was there at my wedding to my dear husband. He was
very fond of her and saw her as a calm and stabilizing influence in
our family. She was also at the weddings of both my brother and
sister and she even danced at my children’s first birthday
celebrations. Whenever | visited Ammama with the children her face
would light with joy. She was always delighted to be around her
grandchildren and great grandchildren. She let us to be just as we
are, allowing accepting and never chiding.| will always remember
Ammama’s quiet loving presence. Soft fresh skin, bright sparkling
eyes, hair dark with silvery white threads. So natural and beautiful.

I will miss you Ammama.

Grand Daughter

Nirupa
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aadl CLIaLSGw Guflwbm(Mummy)eliBe
S|chg 60l
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&L WLIhHenSHUD SIF BID AEUT Bl 61T 061 SJBI G T siTaEl,
Geub,&ieTLID  aBUD @87 wrAMWTE gBm  HaiBH  euTHsDe)
ApBLUUTS QUTDHS ST gL,

outdly  ereiugl  oeufler  Wfwiomer  GurepsEIGUTE. ST
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b  BoHbslflmedsist  sebs  OdTsitsiollsismsoB e
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GILMIMLDEET LD&ILDIT
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Dear Appammah

Qur memories of you are many and unique to each one of us. We
will hold them near and dear to our hearts for the rest of our lives.
You lived a long and prosperous life with quietness as your strength,
gentleness as your nature and patience as your virtue. These
beautiful qualities you have gifted to your son, our Appah and we are
so thankful to you. Though we have lived far from you, you were
always in our thoughts and loved very much. To know we will not
see you again is a hard reality. We will miss you and your child like
heart.

Rest In Peace Appammah.
Your Granddaughters,

Yarmini Dharini & Rushani
Melbourne Australia
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Dear Appammah,

I'm Sreram and I'm Appamma's youngest grandson. Appamma has
been with me for as long as | can remember. As a child, | remember
playing with her and seeing her smile at the sight of me. Whenever
my mum was busy, she would always care for me unconditionally,
with no hint of complaint.

It was clear that Appamma loved her grandchildren very much.
During her times at the hospital, only at the sight of me and my
cousin Abi would she liven up and start talking. She was a very
affectionate person, and loved company - during visits, she would
always ask visitors to stay for a bit longer whenever they were about
te leave.

Appamma, in my opinion, has led a very long and blessed life. With
thirteen children, | can't even imagine how much of her time and
hard work she must have devoted to nurture them. During her later
years however, God had clearly returned her a favour, since she
was privileged to have constant and selfless care from her daughter
Nanthini mami.

| pray that Appamma can finally rest in peace, and | know that she
will be looking down on us from up above. Appamma, we love you,
and you will always have a place in our hearts.

Sreram
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Tribute from Naomi

I'm Abi and | am one of Ammamma’s youngest grand-daughters. My
ammamma was very special to me and | loved her very much. She
had lived with me for most of my life and had played a big part in my
upbringing. She fed me, played with me and even put up with my
worst moods and yet she had never once scolded me. It was this
unconditional love which | had admired about her.

Ammamma was a woman of a few words but she was one of the
very few people who | would feel comfortable in speaking Tamil to.
Though she would not say much, it was clear how much she loved
us through the way she would become so happy so see us. | saw
this even in her old age whenever | visited Ammamma with Amma.
She always fried to stop us when we were leaving. For she always
wanted to be surrounded by her children and loved their company.

Ammamma had lived a very long and a blessed life. She lived to see
her grandchildren getting married and even her great grandchildren.
She was constantly surrounded by people who loved her dearly and
was generally quite healthy for most of her life. She was sweet and
loving which was why she was respected and loved by many.

Ammamma without a doubt | will miss you. | will miss seeing you,
talking to you and simply hugging you. I'll cherish those sweet
memories you had left but | am not worried for you are in safe hands
with God and | know [ will definitely see you again.
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Thank You

On behalf of my brothers, sisters and their families, | would like to express
my sincere thanks to all of our friends, relatives and everyone who s
present here to pay their last respect to my mother. Thank you for being
with us.

My mother — Mummy, as she was known to everyone — was caring,
thoughtful, compassionate and loved all of her family unconditionally. She
touched everyone who came into contact with her in our village Urumpirai
in Sri Lanka and also here in London.

All of us have rich memeories of Mummy: | still remember how she took
care of me and my daughter Karthica, when Karthica was a newborn baby.
Her love, care and support was so valuable but | took it for granted at the
time. It was only when | had my second baby Vina that | realised how
much Mummy had helped me, as I struggled to take care of my son
without her by my side,

| feel blessed that both of my grandsons (Loris and Sebastian) had the
opportunity to sit on my mother’s lap, and | know Loris fondly remembers
playing with her walking frame.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to Jeya who was Mummy’s carer
for the last 5 years and treated her like her own mother.

| also would like to say a very big thank you to my younger sister
Nantheeni, who has devoted most if not all of her time to helping Mummy
be comfortable and happy.

I am thankful to God for giving us a wonderful and caring mother, who
loved us all unconditionally. Thank you Mummy, we all love you and will
miss you greatly.

Kala Ragupathy
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A Big Thank you

| am Canagaratnam , son in law of Mrs Nalliah | am one of
thoseoutsiders, lucky enough to find a wife in Urumpirai. . To an
outsider like me the village always stood out for its remarkable
solidarity and unity upholding family life. My mother in law embodied
all those values we outsiders admire about that beautiful village.

As repeatedly stated by her children ,and grand children My mother
in law for over ninety years with her unassuming , and gentle
outlook touched every one who came in contact with her. With
remarkable ease she built a large family. To me what seems
important, is that she has left us with a huge legacy of good people,
who are always around us and to who | know would turn up at times
of need. In every one of you we recognise what she has given us.
She had that remarkable ability to bring the best out of people.

On behalf of this large and beautiful family , | would like to thank you
all for your kindness, your solidarity and the over whelming support
over this last few critical months and years. We have been
overwhelmed by the spontaneous grief and by the enormous efforts
to gather around us often , travelling many miles from places such
as Birmingham, to alleviate our distress. We stand before you with
enormous gratitude and in comfort knowing very well that , we will
never be alone .

We thank you,

Dr. Rajendrem Canagaratnam
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