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Life History of late Mr Balakumar

Balakumar, born in Sri Lanka on the 30" of November 1959,
was one of four siblings to the late Dr. K. Balasubramaniam
and Easwary Balasubramaniam.His elder sister Sakuntala
unfortunately passed away at a young age which was a real
blow to the family. He has two loving younger sisters
Chandra and Nalayinee whom he was very fond of.

His early school years, during the period his father was
pursuing post-graduate medical studies in the UK, were
spent at Noel Park Elementary School in Woodgreen. Upon
the families return to Sri- Lanka following the completion of
his father’s postgraduate studies, Balakumar was admitted
to St. Thomas' College, Mount Lavinia (STC). Apart from
been engaged in his studies at St. Thomas College,
Balakumar enjoyed playing cricket and Badminton.
Following the completion of his O’levels Balakumar
returned to the United Kingdom for his A/Ls. It was during
this time that Balakumar realized his career interests were
in the field of accountancy and thus accepted a position as
an intern at Coopers and Lybrand in Zambia, a decision
made easy by the fact that his parents were residing in
Zambia at that time. He next moved to Harare, Zimbabwe
where he continued his studies and qualified as a Chartered
Accountant. The untimely death of his father at this stage
of his career lead Balakumar to put his career desires aside
and relocate to Gabarone, Botswana.
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Here he worked extremely hard at first at Peat Marwick
Mitchell and Co and later at the Century Office Supplies
with the sole purpose of supporting his family.

In 1988, when Chandra and Nalayinee were settled in their
careers, Balakumar immigrated to Toronto, Canada. Here
he initially worked at Trimark Investment management Co
and later at the 20/20 Group Financial Inc as a senior fund
Accountant. In 1997 he migrated back to the United
Kingdom and worked for Siva Yogan Co.

He married Dr Yalini in 1999 and was blessed with two
daughters: Aarani and Harinee . Balakumar adored his
children very much and only wanted the best for them.
Sadly in 2015, he was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.
He had a positive attitude towards life even at the later
stages of his life but sadly he passed away in January 2017,
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My Dear Dad

| admired my dad in many ways.. a very warm, tender-
hearted person who always put others first no matter
what. He would always do what he thought was right and
his honesty and integrity was something | looked up to. He
was very calm and level-headed but above all he was so
strong in the way he composed himself.

We were very similar in that we both loved our food,
arguably a little too much. On a family holiday in Florida a
few years ago, we were abandoned by our shuttle bus in
the middle of nowhere in the dark far away from our hotel.
My dad and | saw a bright Chinese buffet sign in the
distance and we both started running with pace towards
the restaurant not knowing that we were centimetres away
from the edge of a lake. My mum and sister looking on at
us not understand how food was our main priority then.

My dad was the root for my desire to become a physician in
the future. He helped me with visas and the application
process to the world class MD Anderson Cancer research
Hospital in Texas- as Jeff uncle and Chandra aunty know it
was a nightmare. It took months until it was all confirmed
but he pursued despite all the complications. He did it all so
that | would have that experience and that experience
changed my life completely. I've never actually explicitly
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told him how grateful | was for that..so dad I'm telling you
now. It breaks my heart to think of the pain you've had to
endure this last year but regardless of that you still
managed to crack a smile whenever | saw you in hospital-
always trying to put on a brave face- now | know where |
got that from.

And | know that you stayed positive and strongly believed
in hope, but | know now that some things happen beyond
our control.

But if | could back in time to the beginning | would let you
know everyday from day 1 how much | love both you and
mum. | will always cherish you in my heart as a father and
one of my best mates.

And | know that all we need in this life is happiness and you
have filled my heart with so much happiness and joy. You
made me realise that every day counts but none of it
counts if you're not happy.

Thank you for making me dad, these 16 years with you felt
so short but in the future | know we will be reunited in
some way and watch an entertaining Ashes cricket match
once again.

Love you so much daddy.
Aarani
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My Dad

My dad was an extraordinary man, gentle by nature but
also a very very kind-hearted person. He always had a
desire to help those who were suffering and was involved
in many charity schemes. He loved giving to charity as he
felt it was his duty from God to help those less fortunate.
Also, dad was a very interactive person. | remember that he
always used to become friends with whoever he
met. He used to have numerous conversations with the
milkman and our postman mostly about politics (what else
do men talk about apart from politics i don't know). He
loved talking about politics, which included the many
mistakes of David Cameron to the absurdity that was
Trump.

| miss you dad , more than you know but I'm happy that
you are not suffering now, you’re not in pain now and for
me that's the greatest gift a daughter could ever ask for her
father. | know you wouldn't want to see me cry when |
think of you; you would want me to smile as | remember al|
the wonderful memories we shared. So I'll honour your
wish... I've always been ac crier but not anymore, I'll think
of you with joy and treasure you in my heart. | know God
has a plan for you, a plan that is filled with love and hope
for the journey ahead. If there is anything you taught me
through your blessed life is that we need to have faith.
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Faith in God. Faith in life. Faith in whatever happens to us
will be for the best. And now | know the truth; Death is not
the end ... It's only the beginning. God sent you into my life
for a short period of time. But | wouldn't trade my 14 years
spent with you for the whole world. You were in my life for
a purpose, to show me that life is precious and to value
others as much as you should value yourself. Thank you
God, for sending dad into my life , | feel blessed to know
such a beautiful soul. There's no one | would ever hand you
over to except God. And | know he will look after you and
love you with the love you deserve.

Sometimes life throws things at us, things that hurt us,
make us laugh or cry. But these things make us who we are.
Dad | choose to celebrate your life, think of you with love
and joy in my heart and treasure the memory of a great
man who lived a fulfilling life. Dad you made me who | am
and | am eternally grateful...Till we meet again,

your loving daughter

Harinee.
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Our Dearest Bala

[ would like to thank you all for gathering today in the memory
of Balakumar, my BIL. Bala was just 57 years old when he
passed away. He has 2 lovely kids that he adored and loved so
much.

He is a person who loves friends and company. He likes to
entertain people, he likes to have friends around him. He is
honest and frank. Most of the times he doesn’t tell you what you
want to hear, he tells you what you should be hearing. The real
truth. He tells the truth, same as a good brother and a good sister
and a very good friend.

We always want to hear what we want to hear and refuse to
accept the reality. He is a person who doesn’t know how to
manipulate or how to flatter people with incorrect information.

He is quite attached to kids, no matter who they are... he always
had a kind heart towards them. I still remember my kids going to
Bala freely, asking for food or help. How many of us can freely
walk into their uncle and ask for food or any help? He is a person
who can be approached easily without any hesitation for any
help or support.

He has this wealth of general and financial knowledge specially
when it comes to shares and investments. He reads a lot and
research companies. we shared the same passion. We, me and
Bala talk about companies and share the tips between us. In
simple words, he is a great man to be associated with. He
encourages you.. motivates you.. help you to grow and support
you without hurting you. As a Brother In Law, T like him and
thank him for all the support he gave me.
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Finally, 1 have to mention as this is close to my heart... he
showed the passion and caring towards my Dad. He was there
for my Dad. He filled the gaps that I couldn’t fill. He looked
after my Dad more than I did in my Dad’s last days. I still
remember once I thanked him for looking after my Dad, and his
reply was.. “its not a problem... I don’t have my dad he is like
my Dad, I would have done the same for my Dad”. Bala is great
in his heart and he is not just my Brother In Law.. he is my
brother too.

I love you Bala, as we all know people don’t die... they live
forever, they look and take care of their loved ones. I am sure he
is around keeping an eye on his loved ones making sure they are

supported.

Dhayaa
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Our Brother Balakumar

Balakumar, our brother, was the stalwart of our family and guided us
through the nebulous times following the unexpected death of our father.
Although our future looked bleak during these times, he never faulted in his
responsibilities as the captain of our drifting ship and worked tirelessly to
keep our family together strongly bound in love. He was a unique individual
who showed his love in a quiet, gentle and kind manner without being overly
demonstrative. He was blessed with a greal sense of humor that never failed
him even during the final stages of his battle with pancreatic cancer. His
positive attitude for life in the face of adversity, was uplifting to all of us
who shared his life’s journey with him.

Whenever Chandra went home to Botswana from Zambia she
always tried to stopover in Zimbabwe where Balakumar was studying. He
was her confidant whom she could share her deepest problems with and
receive well-meaning advice and guidance. Nalayinee was in her mid-teens
when our father unexpectedly passed away and looked up to Balakumar as a
father figure a responsibility he trcasured until the very last day. This unique
brother sister bond was instrumental in guiding Nayayinee through the great
sadness that consumed her following the untimely loss of our mother 6 years
ago. Balakumar gave her the courage to surmount her challenges. He took it
upon himself and enjoyed giving her advice which generally resulted in the
two of them talking on a daily basis. During his illness, he enjoyed receiving
Nalayinee’s homemade soup that she would personally deliver to him at his
home. At the time of his request, he never failed to volunteer instructions
over the phone regarding the ingredients, which was endearing,

Geoff’s friendship with Balakumar goes back over 40 years. They
met through our Dad who was Geoll's family doctor. This friendship that
began as leens enjoying an occasional splatter of mischief, blossomed over
the ycars into a brotherly bond that was inscparable. When Geoff and
Chandra visited him in London he would love to move to Nalayinece’s place
to partake in discussions leading down memory lane giving the siblings time
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to reminiscc about their life path, talk about their childhood and enjoy cach
other’s company. Geoff enjoyed teasing Balakumar and making him
cmbarrassed which due to their close bond he accepted with a smile.

We were all so devastated upon hearing of Balakumar’s diagnosis of
pancreatic cancer in Aug 2015. As Geoff and Chandra have been working in
the field of cancer at the MD Anderson Cancer Center for 20 years and
interact with world famous doctors specializing in the treatment of cancers
including pancreatic cancer, they realized the inevitlable from the onset of his
diagnosis. As time was precious for Balakumar they visiting him frequently
in the UK. Balakumar also had the opportunity to visit Geoff and Chandra in
their home in Houston, Texas leaving them with rich unforgettable memorics
of their time spent together visiting places such as the river walk, Mission
churches and the Alamo at San Antonio Texas and the Brazos Bend Nature
park a short drive from their home. He also enjoyed sampling the elaborate
cuisine of Houston as he loved different types of ethnic food. His stay
overlapped with Aaranis’ stay and it was great to scc father and daughter
interact with each other. Despite his illness he enjoyed doing all he could for
his daughter.

Losing a brother, we loved and who had such a positive impact in
our lives, leaves a void in all of us that cannot be filled. We will move
forward treasuring every memory of our times together, where we laughed,
had brother-sister squabbles and shared good times and times of great
sadness. We will all miss you very much Balakumar but will keep you in our
hearts forever.

Nalayinee, Geoff and Chandra
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