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This book is dedicated to our

Dearest Husband & Father

Late Mr Pathmanathan Lakshman

A selfless Son
A devoted Husband
A responsible Father
A caring Brother
A supportive Brother-in-law
A loving Uncle and Periappa
A kind Nephew and Cousin
A wonderful person to Everyone

The Head ot our Household

Always in our Hearts
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Life History; 1954 — 2014

Lakshman was born on 6 of January 1954 in Polgarwela. He is the eldest
son of Pathmanathan, a Public Health Inspector, and Thanalakshmi. He
has three younger siblings; Sooriyakumar, Ranjini and Rajini.

Lakshman started kindergarten in Polgarwale, however, at the age of 8
years he was placed in a hostel by his Father in Jaffna Central College
where he continued his studies for one year. Lakshman was clearly the
youngest child there and so, although he said that the older children
looked after him well, he wanted to go home back to Polgarwela.

After returning to Polgarwela, he carried on studying there until 11 years
of age. In 1666, Lakshman, his siblings and parents came back to Jaffna,
where his brother and he studied at Jaffna Central College while his
sisters studied in Vembadi girl’s high school.

Lakshman studied there until he finished Advanced level at Central
College. During this time, he was well known throughout the college as a
fantastic athlete. His friends and family also state that he was a fearless
man and their bodyguard at times. It was also during these years also that
his love for animals, birds and nature started to show.

After completing his Advanced levels, he worked for Ronnie De Mel — the
former Finance Minister of Sri Lanka — taking care of the farm which Mr
De Mel owned. While he was working for the Minister, Ceylon Theatres
asked Lakshman to manage their 1000 acre animal husbandry and
agriculture farm in Nedungurney. He cherished memories of his time
managing this farm and spoke of his days here to everyone he would met
for the rest of his life. Sadly, due to the civil disturbance in Sri Lanka, the
farm was destroyed in 1984.
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r Lakshman was then recruited to Colombo as the manager of Sellamahal
Theatre in Kotehena. Here, he stamped out the crime around the cinema
by showing the tough side of his demeanour. While he was working at
Sellamahal, he married Jeyakumari — an employee at the National
Savings Bank, Jaffna- in 1988. Although they were working in different
parts of Sri Lanka, both Lakshman and Jeya commuted to see each other
regularly.

On 1" August 1989 Lakshman’s eldest child — Ramiya- was born in Jaffna.
But as tensions in the civil unrest were escalating dramatically, in October
1990 Lakshman brought his wife and child to Colombo to live with him in
the Sellamahal Theatre quarters. On September 3™ 1992, Lakshman'’s
youngest daughter — Sheera- was born in Colombo.

In December 1992, Lakshman sent his wife Jeya, Ramiya and Sheera to
live in London, for their safety, with his siblings and managed to join them
all in March of 1993. The beginning of his life, in the country where he
passed away, was spent working in a supermarket and a service station.
He worked extremely hard to build a life for his Family here during that
time, occasionally even sleeping under trees in the sun in between jobs as
there was rarely time for him to come home and have proper sleep. He
later stated that these short naps amongst nature were reminiscent of his
time at the farm, which made the long working days bearable. He joined
the Great Western Railway Department in 1999 and two years later he
started working for London Underground as a ticket clerk, where he was
to work for the next nine years.
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In 2005, Lakshman took his Family on their first holiday abroad back to Sri
Lanka to visit the places of his and Jeya's childhood days. Whilst there, he
took his two children to re-visit Sellamahal Theatre, which had been the
Family home for a short while. It was clear to see from this trip that he
missed his homeland greatly and longed to remain amongst the
tranquillity of nature there. In the years which followed, the Family visited
many other places together including Brussels, Dubai and India.

Lakshman’s home in London was Edmonton; he loved to run in the local
park and he made this his rigorous daily routine. He would also take his
children, nieces and nephews during the school summer holidays to run
around, cycle and play everyday until he became ill. He was a very active
man his whole life and encouraged all he encountered to keep fit.
However, in 2009 his left arm became stiff and his left leg started
dragging behind him when he ran. He was referred to the Neurology
Department in the National Hospital where soon after, in June 2010, he
was diagnosed with Motor Neuron Disease, MND.

It was Lakshman's incredibly strong will and attitude, throughout his
battle with this terminal illness, which inspired everyone who met him to
see the world as positively as they could and appreciate life. Even with
this debilitating condition, he constantly had a cheeky smile on his face
and a twinkle in his eye. Lakshman fought so hard to stay with us to see
many important life events, such as his children’s graduations, his 25"
wedding anniversary and his own 60" birthday.
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r On Monday 17" November 2014 at 3.45pm, at the same National Hospital
where he was first diagnosed, the Good Lord graciously ended
Lakshman's greatest battle and called Appa back to home to Him;

"...When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralysed man, “Son, your sins
are forgiven. | tell you, get up take your mat and go home." He got up, took
his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and

they praised God...”

-Mark 2:1-12

May you Rest in Eternal Peace, our dearest Lakshman.
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SPEECH DELIVERED BY

LOVING DAUGHTER, RAMIYA, AT THE HENDON
CREMATORIUM

To our Dearest Appa,

| want to read a verse from a pecem which was released on Monday 17th
November - the day you passed away;

"...But one day,
the Sun will wake and swallow the dark,
and your shadows and outlines will disappear.
And on that day,
the aesthetics of your gorgeous heart,
To the eyes of my soul, will become clear."
As soon as | read this verse, | knew | had to share it with you.

When you took your last breath, | felt a mixture of emotions. My heart
broke knowing that we would never hear your laugh again or see that
cheeky smile you always had - especially when you did or said something
naughty. My heart broke knowing that we would never finish watching
Attenborough's Life Stories documentary together, which we had started
together just the day before you went to hospital. My heart broke knowing
that you will not be here to tell me how to change a tyre on the car or
where to buy the best manure to take care of your beautiful flowers, plants
and especially those sweet, delicious, purple garden grapes - which, Mr
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A, Green Fingers, amaze everyone when they come into season every year in
our back garden in Edmonton. My heart broke knowing that | will never
hear more stories of your farm and of our lives back home from you. My
heart broke knowing my phone will never again vibrate at 2am telling me
that you have posted a picture or a video on my facebook timeline. And my
heart is broken knowing that you won't be home to greet me when | come
back from school with sifly stories | want to tell you of things my kids have
said or done during the day.

But then | was also overcome with happiness, well a sense of contentment.
If you remember, when your soul left your body, I kept saying to you, 'Appa
you made it. You made it." And you certainly did. That line, 'the sun will
wake and swallow the dark,' made perfect sense in the moment of your
passing. You made it. You had suffered so so much, more than any human
being should have to endure, and | am in awe as to how you got through
the last few years with such graciousness, strength and character. There
were so many times you would make us laugh when we were looking after
you, as Amma and Sheera know. Such as when we would brush your teeth,
wash your face and then you revealed your inner diva by saying ‘'make me
look beautiful', so we'd comb your hair + spray a bit of perfume on you.
And that time when we went to an important consultation with Dr Sven at
the National Hospital about your condition and you started laughing for no
reason, which obviously started me off and then Dr Sven just burst out
laughing too, which went on for about 2 minutes. Remember how
embarrassed he was that he lost that cool demeanour he had greeted us
with, but hey, that's the effect you have on people. You just had this knack
for lightening up the toughest of hearts.
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In the last letter | wrote to you a few months ago, | started with the line
'Death smiles at us all, all @ man can do is smile back.' And boy were you
smiling when you left this world. So | looked at you on Monday and |
thought how CAN | be sad when | know you are finally at peace. You are
now doing all the things you loved to do but couldn't over the last few
years.

Did you know that you are in my earliest memory? Yep- it is when we were
living in Sellamahal Theatre (which Appa managed back in Colombo). I'm
holding your hand and | look up at you - you look so big and tall. We're
walking towards a cow and her calf ready to milk her.

You have given me so many incredible memories since then. One of my
favourites is when we were in India and we had been driving for ages. We
were all feeling the heat and by some miracle we saw a lone shop selling
mangoes and papayas, your favourite fruits. The next thing | see is you
jumping out of the car, throwing away your walking stick and running
towards the fruits as if your life depended on them!

Do you also remember the time when you wanted to sleep, but you never
would without hearing your mummy's voice, so | called grams and asked
her to sing 'You are my Sunshine' to you; just like she did when all us
grandbabies were small. That was a surreal moment but | knew you
adored it. Grandma, Appa says you should sing more often, he likes
listening to you sing.

And how can | not mention the trip | took with you to the Eden project in
Cornwall back in 2009 eh. We had such good times there that September,
we did so many things, but the memory which sticks out in my mind is
when we got completely lost but we were both starving hungry. And so
you got us a kebab and fries (the two things you hated so much to eat) just
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because | wanted them and we sat on a bench, talked about God knows
r what for how long, until we finished eating and realised we were obviously

still lost... and then you called a taxi to take us back to the hotel.

It's amazing to see almost everyone who knew you or knew of you, in one
place. All together. I'm so happy, and completely unsurprised, that you had
such an impact on this many people's lives and more from around the
world who couldn't make it here today. Your life was nothing short of
extraordinary and we will keep on telling the stories you told us of your
farm, your cinema, and your days back home to anyone who will listen.

I never thought this day would come. | remember the last thing | said to
you when | left you at the hospital on Saturday. | touched your face, looked
at you and said 'I'll see you soon yeah." and you replied with a 'Bye bye"
followed by that cheeky smile and the risen eyebrows. We never thought
we would lose you two days later, it seems too soon. But on the day you
passed away | realised that you had already waited. And you held on for so
long. You waited to see my graduation. You waited to see your cousin, Sri
Kanth Anna get married. You waited to see your neice, Shahila Acca, get
married. You waited to see Nimmi, your first great niece. You waited for
Sheera's graduation. You waited for Sheera to get her first job. You waited
for me to turn 25. For Priya to turn 21. For your mummy to turn 80. You
waited for yours and Amma’s 25th wedding anniversary. And you suffered
so much because you wanted to see all these moments. And you wanted to
be there for us. As you have done your whole life.

You have taken care of all of us for so long. Your life was about our
comfort and that's the kind of man you were. You always put your family,
friends ond even strangers before yourself - even at the end when your
heart stopped for the first time and you came back. You didn’t come back
for yourself. You came back because you knew how broken we would be if
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we didn't get to talk to you one last time. You held on for those last few
hours just so we could hold your hand and in that time you let me know
that you're going to be just fine. And you let me know that so would we. Of
course | want you here for the rest of my life, but that would be selfish. All
the way through your iliness, up until you left this world, everything you
did was for us. You created a home for us Appa, one where we felt safe
and loved. And you brought us all together as a family. You are the
strongest, bravest, most brilliant man | have ever and will ever know.

| feel as if | don't want to stop speaking because when | do, it's one step
closer to the reality of your physical presence not being here Appa. In the
many deep conversations that we had, you told me once that you knew
Life was meant to turn out this way for you. That God put you in this
position for a reason — to bring you closer to Him. So | realised recently
that I definitely couldn't keep asking Him to let you stay with us. But, 22
years on from the last time | had to say goodbye to you at Colombo airport,
| thought that I'd have to say goodbye to You again today. But | don't,
because in the words of Henry Scott Holland - an Oxford Professor of
Divinity- | know that;

You, Appa, will be waiting for me,

For an interval somewhere very near, just around the corner,

All is well. Nothing is past; nothing is lost.

One brief moment and all will be as it was before.

How we shall laugh at the trouble of parting when we meet again.

So instead of goodbye, | choose to say goodnight Young Man and one
morning when | decide to wake up, from the dream that is this Life, | know
that | will see you again, my Dearest Appa.
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TRIBUTE BY LOVING PARENTS,
PAPA AND MUMMY

“You are my sunshine, my only sunshine; you make me happy,
when skies are grey. You never know dear how much I love you, so
please don’t take my sunshine away.”

My Thumbi, there are not any words in any language to
express how much pain and sorrow | feel at losing you. | never
thought that when you were born, / would be the one having to
come to your funeral and saying goodbye to your Soul. |
always felt safe knowing that you were just around the corner
and | do not know how to say how much | miss you being here.

I know you suffered a lot and to watch you with the disease
you had was heartbreaking, so in some ways | am very
grateful to God for taking away your pain. But that doesn’t
replace the fact that | will not see you again in this life. Or
smile with you. Or stare into your eyes, my darling son. Now |
can only close my eyes to look at pictures in my mind which
remind me of how it was when you were here with me. And |
will cherish them for the rest of my days until | see you again.
God bless you, my Thumbi.
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SPEECH DELIVERED BY
LOVELY NIECE, PRIYA AMARANATH,
AT THE CREMATORIUM

“Someone once said, ‘although it's difficult today to see beyond the
sorrow, may looking back in memory help comfort you tomorrow.’

And Lucky Mama that's exactly what you did, you've left me with a
lifetime of memories. My entire childhood revolves around
everything you've done for me and our family. And even as | grew
up. you continued to always have a massive impact on my life, |
remember the last time | saw you last Thursday just before | was
flying to Canada, and | told you how | was about to start a new job. |
was just as excited to tell you all about it as | was excited to tell my

own Appa, that's how much you mean to me.

Lucky Mama's passing and seeing his battle with MND over the past
few years has been hard to say the least. But more so than this,
seeing Lucky Mama'’s strength as he overcomes the difficulties he
faced over the years has been empowering. His determination to

live life to the fullest is something we can all learn a little from.

The way Amma looks up to Lucky Mama as a loving and caring
brother is probably the main reason why |'ve always wanted an older

brother. The bond she shares with him will never be broken and |
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promise to always take care of her too just as he did. | remember
when Appa worked abroad for a year, Myura was at uni and it was
just Amma and | at home. Without fail, Lucky Mama visited once a
week simply to check that we were ok. He didn't do much, just sat at
our dining table, reading newspapers, drinking tea and clicking his
thumb. But it was just having him there that comforted both Amma
and |, knowing that he was always there to look out for us. It was

that compassion and humble nature that continues to inspire me.

Lucky Mama was the one that took all us cousins to Pymmes Park
every day in our summer holidays with Grandma and Grandpa.
We'd be there all morning, just cycling, running around and playing.
He always made sure we were active and healthy and having fun.

We never had a moment of boredom when we were with him.

By far my best memory of Lucky Mama was the week | spent with
him in Dubai as the the third adopted Lakshman daughter. That
week in Summer 2009 will never be forgotten, we managed to fit so
much into the short week. Lucky Mama always made sure we woke
up early and made the most of every day there, from going to the
beach to camel riding. to going on a desert safari to escaping the

heat and finding our nearest Saravana Bhavans just to drink
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Falooda. It was such a memorable week, | was blessed to be a part

of it and the beautiful memory of Dubai will stay with me forever.

One of the more recent memories of Lucky Mama when he became
wheelchair bound was taking him to the garden centre with Appa a
couple of summers ago. It was the same summer | had moved into
my loft at home and although he couldn't come up the stairs to see
my new room. he knew my room needed a plant. But he also knew
how terrible | was at keeping plants alive. So he insisted on buying a
baby cactus — only because it didn't take much to look after. After
strict instructions that | only need to water it once in a while | placed
it on my table in my room, two years later it's now double the size
and recently | kept saying I'd come and show you it and repot it. |
promise you I'll do that by next summer so it can grow even bigger;

you were right Lucky Mama — a cactus isn't too hard to look after!

| finally want to thank you for giving me two sisters on top of my own
sister. Just know that | promise to look after Ramiya and Sheera and
they'll always have me by their side and we'll all be a strong family

unit just as you've taught us to be.
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A verse from ‘Memory Eternal” by A Douros:

‘That is what I will remember
Your bravery and your love
That caring wise and watchful eye

Which now peers at us from above’

| think | speak on behalf of all the nieces and nephews when | say
thank you for being you and being the greatest uncle you could be.
I'll miss you greatly, love you always and appreciate everything
you've ever taught me, I'm honoured to have had you in my life for
the last 21 years. And | know that even though you've physically left

us, Lucky Mama you'll always be in all of our hearts forever.”
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OM SAI RAM
TRIBUTE BY JEYA LAKSHMAN

Oh Lakshman

After 26 years of our married life, | have only just lost you and the pain is
very hard to bear. Everyone told me the pain will ease in time but that
will be impossible. When | was in the kitchen you would always come in
the wheel chair and watch me. Our house is empty now without you and |
need to have you here. Even though you were terminally ill with MND for
the last five years, | am not too tired to feed you and look after you until
you tell me that you can’t tolerate it and you want to go. On the day of
your funeral, the tears fell from the sky and our hearts filled with sorrow
to say to you the final goodbye.

We don’t know how we are going to live the rest of our lives without you
and your guidance on even things such as cheaper car and home
insurance, the mortgage and Ramiya & Sheera’s jobs. | sit here and
remember all the talks and laughs of every one you cared about.

Most of all, a beautiful rose garden and grape tree now stand alone
missing the one who nurtured it. The weeds lay waiting to take the garden
beauty away but you are not here to ask me to clear them. We (Ramiya,
Sheera and 1) always love you and are thinking of you all the time. We are
all crying without our knowledge, hiding from each other, and we don’t
know when are we going to see you again?

“CBEhFd  PLLFMmE BB Bevewemal  BIONILG0emsy [T
&THHHUBLST o musenen WaiBL mupens Goeevdlsd UTTHEWweusy.”

._:"él'wgh SiD LSLDBIGETT QEEDLDEIT [H6n6DT6Y LDEDIT 17

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Vo &
Cx e

SPEECH DELIVERED BY

MRS DEBBIE GROVE, FORMER MANAGER AT
LONDON UNDERGROUND AND CLOSE FAMILY
FRIEND, AT THE CREMATORIUM

OUR GENTLE WARRIOR

Our Gentle Warrior came from afar from an isle full of beauty, tranquillity
and peace; where he lived his life amongst nature, learning &
understanding its complexities, as he toiled with & amongst the people he
loved. Only serious and imminent danger forced him to flee. England
beckoned and provided him & his young family with a safe heaven -them
first, with him following a little later — his own safety coming second to
theirs.

In a foreign land, his inner strength, as always, shone through and he
worked hard to forge a good life for them all.

A stronger work ethic can only be imagined, along with unwavering
determination, loyalty and pride, a great sense of fun and a profound love
& respect for people.

Paths cross, as ours thankfully did, and my life has been the richer for it.
Our Gentle Warrior was a valued & model employee, a treasured and
supportive colleague who gave his best and more, every day of his nine
years with us. London Underground, Highbury & Islington & | were truly
fortunate to have this wonderful man as part of our teams.

His mightiest battle was fought with grace, stoicism, immense courage
and especially humour. The lovely smile and twinkle in his eye ever
present.

M SILiT Sk uﬁwgnﬁiﬁﬁ SOSETDLOGTT [Hlemeute) LDev)y

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



vl

SN

| learned many things from him:

© How to care for roses, lilies & orchids — manure!
His love of his homeland and the fascinating times/ experiences
he had there

o His profound love of nature

o And above all else, the pride he had in his beautiful wife &
beautiful daughters - forever shining through.

By his example, | understand the importance of strength, courage,
standing tall & facing whatever life presents at your door positively.

Throughout his life’s journey, he showed all who knew him;
How to Live a Good Life
How to Live Life Well
How to Face Adversity with unwavering Bravery
How to Love
His was a Good Life, Lived Well

| feel privileged to have known him.
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TRIBUTE BY YOUNGEST DAUGHTER,

SHEERA

Appa was so brave for so long. And fought through pain
and suffering none of us can ever understand. Near the
end of his life, he would often make me sit down next to
him and ask me “What do you want?" | always said
“nothing".

You gave me everything | will ever need, and | want for
nothing but to live my life with courage, curiosity and a
kind spirit, the way you lived yours.
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SPEECH DELIVERED BY
HIS CLOSE FRIEND, BALAKRISHNAN,
AT THE CREMATORIUM

TO OUR FRIEND LAKSHMAN.....

It is an honour and privilege to pay tribute today to a very
special person. Lakshman was remarkable in so many
ways. He lived his life to the full and touched so many
people’s lives during his time here with us.

I studied together with Lakshman in Jaffna Central College
for few years. We were good friends and he was intelligent,
hard working student and achieved good grades in his O/L
and A/Levels. Lakshman participated in athletics and he
was very good in shot-put and he played football for school
team. Lakshman to his friends and colleagues was such a
nice, soft-spoken person, with a ready smile for everyone.
A few of his classmates and college mates attended his
funeral and paid their last respect.

I wrote this message, in fact, on behalf of our friends who
studied together with Lakshman. We admired him because
of his gentle manners, his hunger for success and his
ambitions too.

Due to the civil disturbances in Sri Lanka, we all dispersed
all over the world. Since I had met Lakshman in Sri Lanka,
I think it was 1984, we lost communications. Nearly 2 years
ago, another friend told me that Lakshman is in London and
he was not well. Fortunately, we visited him and shared
most of our old memories and he was very happy.
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I wish we could have had another day to treat each other.
But unfortunately we failed to meet. We were planning to
visit Lakshman during the Christmas break, but he died so
soon, which we never expected.

He was very brave, confident and a fighter. He duly
accomplished his duties as a son, brother, husband and
father and seen his lovely daughters Ramiya and Sheera
graduated and started working. Though he was not well for
few years, he never given up in his beliefs. It is appropriate
to remark that his wife Jeya and children looked after him
very well without a hint of hesitation.

I pray almighty God to give strength to his family to cope
with his passing, particularly his parents, wife Jeya and
children Ramiya and Sheera. They will always remember
him as a great son, brother, husband and father.

We lost our friend, but our friend is now happy to face the
Lord. I will never forget your humorous smile.

May his soul rest in peace.
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POEM BY LOVING BROTHER,
r SOORIYAKUMAR, AND SISTER-IN-LAW,
USHANTHI

Don’t think of him as gone away
his journey’s just begun,
life holds so many facets

this earth is only one.

Just think of fim as resting
from the sorrows and the tears
in a place of warmth and comfort

where there are no days and years.
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Though Periappa has been sick for some time, his passing
away was so sudden that we could not accept it. He was
affectionate and had a kind personality with a passionate smile
all the time. He always encouraged us live a healthy lifestyle
by having taken us to the park on numerous occasions when
we were younger. We will never forget his love and kindness
he has shown to us and always remember his smiling face.

His memory will live in our hearts forever.

Aum Shanthi Shanthi Shanthi
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POEM BY LOVELY SISTER,
RANJINI, AND BROTHER-IN-LAW, SIVARAJAH ‘1

It's been one month today

that you finally got it your way

you left us here, without a farewell
leaving behind just your smile

Day by day | think of you

How can all of this be true?

Just the thought of you makes me cry
I can’t believe you're really gone

Rest in peace my brother

I hope you will no longer suffer

| will be waiting for you in my dreams
to re-live all those beautiful memaories

Your battle is now over, no more pain, no more suffering,
now you are no longer weak

We still do not understand why this had to happen to you,
but we are proud to say you are very brave and the greatest
Anna, we all miss you.
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TRIBUTE BY LOVING NIECE AND NEPHEWS,
SHAI, SHANGAR & SUDHANN SIVARAJAH

Bravery is being the only one who knows you're afraid.
Courage is the resistance of fear, not the absence of fear.
Lucky Mama was the bravest

And most courageous man we knew.

Lucky Mama had a smile that was infectious

And a warmth that would make a room glow.

Every season, as we nurture our gardens,

We will fondly remember Lucky Mama as he nurtured us.
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TRIBUTE BY YOUNGEST SISTER,
RAJINI AMARANATH

It is an honour and privilege for me to pay tribute to a very special
person, my brother Lakshman. He was remarkable in so many ways.
He lived his life to the fullest and touched so many hearts during his
time here. As I began to reach out of the right words to express my
thoughts about my brother, | remembered the many valued and
meaningful roles that Anna played throughout his life.

First and foremost | see him as a family man. He loved his family
profoundly, he was a devoted husband, father, son, brother, uncle
and a dear friend. Anna was a comfort for our mum and dad. He was
so devoted to them. I knew they wouldn’t miss me so long as he was
around. | always knew he was there watching over them. He was a
very respectful and caring man.

Anna took all of the roles in his life to heart and he strove to honour,
support, guide and most importantly, protect his family. He was at
his happiest when surrounded by his family -even during those
incvitable thought times that life has a way ol throwing at you. His
devotion to his family was the foundation of his actions - the anchor
that defined and shaped his life.

Anna was a good friend to so many! He could be counted on always;
whether you needed simple advice, an empathetic ear, a shoulder to
lean on, companionable silence, a listencr. T will miss him dearly and
he will always be in my thoughts.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



TRIBUTE BY BROTHER -IN —LAW,
MR SIVASUBRAMANIAM AMARANATH

[ knew Lakshman as a relative from a small age. Even though he
studied at Jaffna Central College, he would always come with
Sooriyakumar and sit outside our house on the veranda and talk to
my Amma (Mrs D Sivasubramaniam). when she asked for their
bodyguard duties to look after my sister, Ganga.

It was only many years later he became my brother in law. and was
the one that introduced me to the world of gardening. I always took
his advice on anything to do with plants and our house still has many
plants that he himself has planted for us. Because of him I'm still a
member ol the garden centre and will try to continue his legacy of
gardening. In the recent years as Lakshman's condition physically
worsened, he never saw this as a setback to go to the garden centre,
and I always took him on the sunny weekends for him to pick out the
plants that Sheera would then plant. Every time | go there, his
memory will always be there and he’ll forever be in my heart.

POEM BY LOVING NIECE,
MYURA AMARANATH

Lucky mama,

You're gone, but we're still with ya.
Your glorious garden of garlands
Spoke a thousand words of passion
For your family and your friends

You're a Knight in shining armour to our Ramiya and Sheera
And for the rest of us mortal souls

You're still with us all.

We miss you.
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TRIBUTE BY COUSIN, PRABHAKARAN,
SON OF LATE MR LOGANATHAN

, as a Younger Brother, born to Lakshman Annan’s father’s brother,
Late Mr Loganathan and Mrs Ratneswary Loganathan, state a few
lines as our Loving Tribute on behalf of our family.

Travelling down memory lane, | got to know him at my age of 10
years, during our stay in Jaffna, Sri Lanka. He was a person of very
few words but full of action; | had the privilege to admire his
physical strength as a young lad in school. He was two or three
years senior to me in school, but | made every opportunity to talk to
him, with pride that he is my closest blood relative. Despite him
being surrounded by a few of his classmates, almost at all times, he
accommodated me as a reciprocal act of showing his love to the
younger brother. Albeit, possessing a physical personality of broad
shoulders and strong fists, being ready for any fisticuffs, did not
resort to any, but had a melting Heart as a latent character. He
frequented our place which was reciprocated by us too.

Years rolled over, | saw him as a Young Man managing a farm off
Vavuniya. He was using the skills he developed from childhood
where they had birds and animals in their homes at all times.
Animals were a pet subject of his father- Mr T Pathmanathan whom
we call as “Baba Uncle”, our Chittappa, who in fact lives in proximity
to Lakshman Anna’s Home in U.K.
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59
The world is ever changing; difficulties politically did not permit him
r to continue his farm job, hence opted to make a shift to a sister
company - Ceylon Theatres Ltd, where he became the Manager of
‘Sellamahal Cinema’ in Kotahena, Sri Lanka. Managing a Theatre in
Kotahena in my belief is a herculean task, but he had sufficient tact
and strength to successfully manage the affairs. At this instance, |
would be at remiss, if | fail to state that our Periappa {Lakshman
Annan'’s Father’s elder brother, Late Mr T Somasekeran) was one of
the pioneers of the Sinhala Film Industry of Sri Lanka, as a popular
Film Director par excellence. | am forced to think that there is an
unseen hand of a force that had taken him to a job in the Cinema
Theatre, as akin to his Periappa’s profession.

As stated, location and re-location within Sri Lanka shifted beyond
the shores, making him re - locate in U.K with the family.

Due to the distance apart, | am not in the know of his profession
thereafter, but am certainly aware, that he held a responsible job
and enjoyed life with his Gracious Wife and Loving Daughters.

As common to all of us, he had to face set backs in his health, due to
the attack of Motor Neuron Disease, perhaps around the Year 2010.
This gradually impaired his mobility, but he braved this situation and
visited his motherland, Sri Lanka. This was the time | came to light
of the ground realities, as he met me in person, but | did not think,
this would have been his last to see me in person.

God has HIS Plans for everyone. Lakshman Annan fought very
bravely, | believe, as he could until he departed.
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apart. He was not fatigued, name it telephone or facebook, he
braved his disabilities, which included speech impairment as well,
but did not disassociate himself.

| salute his determination backed with so much of LOVE. |
understood, from his gracious wife Jeya Acca, of his delight when he
learnt his Loving Daughters, Ramiya and Sheera, completing
graduation and taking up jobs. His Good Karma, made him realize
these goals during his lifetime. This is a testimony of his meritorious
acts, which yielded dividends.

‘Punaarapi Jananam , Punarapi Maranam
Punarapi Janani , Jathare Shayanam’
“You are Born Again, You Die Again,

You Live in the Mother’s Womb again”

My most Humble Prayers to the Almighty God for Lakshman
Annan’s Soul to merge with God.
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A MESSAGE FROM COUSIN, GANGA-
DAUGHTER OF LATE MR SOMASEKARAN-
AND FAMILY
Life is a journey
of sweetness and sorrow,
Of yesterday's memories
and hopes for tomorrow,

Of pathways we choose

and detours we face
With patience and humor,
courage and grace,
Of joys that we've shared
and of people we've met
Who have touched us in ways

we will never forget.

34 SIpit Sdb USHLDBNGHE0T COEEILDETT [HleneTay LD

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




G —a-‘lt(a

A
-713%.;2

(3 )
™
TRIBUTE BY COUSIN, MERCIA- ﬁ

ﬁ); DAUGHTER OF LATE MR THANIKASALAM- T
AND TIM BENEDICT

God saw you getting tired, when a cure was not to be, He
closed his arms around you and whispered, "Come to Me". In
tears we saw you sinking, we watched you fade away. Our
hearts were almost broken; you fought so hard to stay. But you
are in peace with God. We could not wish you back to suffer
SO again. So keep your arms around him Lord, and give him
special care.

A MESSAGE FROM CLOSE FRIEND, ILANKO

Lakshman, our friend for 44 years,

A fearless man at school,

Always wanted to look after animals and birds,

After missing his contact in 1978, | finally met him last year in
London. It was only in a conversation with my friends that | inquired
about his whereabouts in Sri Lanka. They said he is living in London
and very close to where we were.

Quickly we got into the car and met him.

Tears were falling from my eyes and my friend Lakshman also cried.
He was brave with the disease he had.

Now he is deceased.

He wiil ever be with the stars in the timeless world.

Thank you for your company in my childhood days.

It is always nice to enjoy those days.
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TRIBUTE BY DAUGHTERS OF COUSIN

NANTHINI AND GRANDDAUGHTERS OF LATE
MR YOGANATHAN, SAISREE AND MAANCY

My Uncle was a great man. But not only that, whenever me and my family
go around to his house he would always have a smile on his face. He loves
asking my little brother, Varsikan to help him out in his back garden as we
all know that he loved his garden very much and has taken very good care
of it as well. He will always be remembered for what he has done but
most of all his big bright smile he wears on his face. We will all miss him.

- Saisree

This is a message from me to you
And what | wanted to say is that
Even though you are gone
| still remember your smile
Even though you are gone
You will be in my heart forever
Even though you're gone
You will not be forgotten.

- Maancy
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TRIBUTE BY COUSIN GEETHA AND BROTHERS
& SISTERS — CHILDREN OF LATE MRS
MAHESWARY ILAIYATHAMBY

Our dearest beloved cousin Lakshman

It was with immense shock and sadness that we learnt of our
cousin's sudden departure, having last met him in late Summer.
During that meeting at his home, he had been eagerly awaiting our
arrival, warmly welcoming all of us. He was very keen to show us his
garden and all his prized flowers.

Our memories of him are from when he was at Colombo and he was
manager of the Sellamahal theatre. He would iron his clothes to
perfection and get dressed very smartly. In Colombo, we spent time
with him and he would treat us often. Whenever we wanted his
help he would always be on hand to assist us. Never was he one to
shy away from this.

Speaking to one of his carers during our visit back in the Summer
she said, "he is the nicest person | care for and he never causes any
trouble." This is a true testament to our cousin and his positive
outlook despite him sadly becoming less mobile in his latter years.
His resilience and toughness were tested again and again but
through it all his spirit was truly irrepressible. Throughout those
difficult years however, he always had the concern of others at his
heart and rarely expressed the pain he was enduring.

Not only was he our cherished cousin but he also was an admired
son, respected Anna, good husband, loving Appa, well-liked uncle
and most importantly he was regarded as a generous friend to all.
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One of his strengths was that he got along with everyone and
brought joy to them.

His wife is a very strong Sai devotee and it was no coincidence that
his last rites coincided with Sai Baba's birthday. We can all be rest
assured knowing that he has now reached Swami's feet. Our prayers
are with his wife, Jeya, and his beloved children, Ramiya and Sheera.
To all of us who been fortuitous to have met, talked and laughed
with him, his passing leaves a void in our lives that can never be
filled. His departure has definitely taken us aback, as it has felt like
we have lost our own brother, and we are beholden to be among
those who have had the privilege to call him our cousin.
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TRIBUTE BY RAJA UNCLE AND RANI AUNTY
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HINDU PRAYERS
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VOTE OF THANKS

The Family would like to thank you all for the love and
endless support you have shown the late Mr Lakshman
throughout the years.

We also take this opportunity to express our utmost gratitude and
special thanks to Dr Ramanathan, Mrs Pavanie Ramanathan and all
of the Doctors and Nurses at the National Hospital of Neurology &
Neurosurgery, especially Dr Howard and Jan Clarke, whose care he
was under since his diagnosis in 2010. Also to the numerous
members of Enfield Council, Speech Therapists, District Nurses,
Dieticians, Palliative Care team, Occupational Therapists, wheelchair
services department, those who volunteer at the London Hospice,
his wonderful carers and many others who ensured his comfort
through every stage of his illness. Words cannot express how
grateful we are towards you all for how much you went above and
beyond your expected duty and the prayers of support you gave us.
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