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My Paatta

Dedicated, inspirational and the epitome of a man that takes care of this
family. These are three things in my opinion that describes my Paatta. I
stand here today, a week on from the hardest moment of my life in
order to say how my Paatta influenced my life.

Opver the years I've managed to learn so many things off my Paatta, that
have helped develop the person that 1 have become today. When we
were all younger he was more concerned with discipline and helping us
understand the importance of studying so we could set up a platform
and do well for ourselves in the future. He did so much for me back
then, taking me for interviews for my 11+ and teaching me how to ride
my bike, which I didn’t appreciate fully at the time but now I realise all
the valuable lessons he taught me.

I remember with my GCSEs a few years ago they weren’t as good as [
had hoped and T remember how upset I was, also reconsidering whether
dentistry was right for me. A phone call from him gave me the
motivation to move on to A levels, excel in them and to actually go
ahead and do dentistry. He taught me to never give up on something
that I wanted which Is something I live by now.

In the past couple of years I've been spending as much time as possible
with my Ammamma and Paatta because I loved being around them but
also [ knew if I ever needed advice, my Paatta was the man to go to. |
feel Iike as I got older I learnt a lot more off him and T began to see him
more as a role model. Whether it was his commitment to his work,
going to the temple or providing for his family in whatever way he
could, I wanted to emulate his actions because I knew he always went
about things in the right way. Although he was in his cighties he had

the fitness of a young man and there were certainly times I just couldn’t
keep up with him. After his operation, he had lost all of that energy and
it was so difficult to see him because T had been so used to the spring
chicken that he normally was,
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One story I'll always remember was a few years ago, he was heading off
for Sri Lanka and we took the train to Heathrow. It took about an hour
and a half to get there and we were actually on time, for once so
everything was going smoothly. We got to the front of the queue after
an hour wait for checking in and Paatta opens up his passport to see
Ammamma’s face instead of his to which his response was to open and
close the passport about five times to see if it would magically change.
It’s a memory that'll always make me laugh and showed how he always
did things to make other people laugh and to lighten the mood, it’s a
quality that helped, make him so much casicr to talk to and I knew
whenever I felt upset I could always go to see him in order to feel better.

I remember when I wanted to get a dog my parents wouldn’t allow me
so I went to my ammamma’s and Paatta’s to sce if they would allow me
to keep onc there until my parents came around. The response 1 got
from my Paatta was “Get the dog but don’t tell your mum that we were
involved.” When I brought the puppy back, he was erying all night but
Paatta told me to be firm and let the puppy cry it out and he hasn’t cried
at night ever since. Whenever he saw Paatta he would, without fail,
walk up to him to get a pat on the head. It’s a small example but now 1
look back on it and think he was the ultimate father figure, he led by
example, and he always wanted his family to be happy.

One thing that I'll always regret is not being able to see Paatta to say my
final goodbye to him. There was so much he had done for me and 1
definitcly wouldn’t be in the position I am today if he wasn’t there to
support my decisions and point me in the right direction, My feclings
towards losing him were initially ones of distraught but as time has gone
on I've learnt to cherish the memories we had together and I'll spend
the rest of my life trying to make him proud. Rest in peace Paatta,
nobody will ever have as big an cffect on my life as you did and we will
miss you,

Sanjeeve Sivakumar - Grandson

ndavanam Velayt
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My Rock

One of my earliest and fondest memories of Paatta is when he used
to take the grandchildren to the park. Now I don’t really remember
anyone else taking us but I think this is because Paatta made it such a
memorable time. I remember when he would take us and push on
those tiny swings, for what felt like an eternity and we'd all be
screaming ‘higher Paatta, higher!” he always gave into our demands
no matter what. Paatta made going to the park seem like a day out
for us and I think that's one of the reasons we all have such 11appy
childhood memories. T think just from this you can see how caring
and full of love his heart is and how obvious it was that he wanted
nothing but the best for his friends and family.

I'd like to use a few words from a father’s day present, Mama had
given to Paatta years and years ago, which he had kept it this whole
time in the appuchami room. I think the words from this poem sum
up perfectly how all of us feel about Paatta.

You've given us so much,

Yet asked for so little in return,

You've guided us but let us go our own way,

You've made us all proud and happy to have a Paatta as fine as you’

Thank you for always being there for us Paatta, no matter what the
situation was — whether it was giving Diesel a temporary home or
when we were doing an exam. Your words were always there to
encourage and comfort us; I can only hope that we will all do you

proud Paatta.
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It brings me so much sadness to see the man who has been a second
father to me to leave us all, however I know that you'll be resting
peacefully, for once in your life, with the tamily and friends you've
lost. You lived a life that anyone would be proud of, I wish — not
only for myself but for all of us, that as we continue to grow that we
can become half the person that you are. I know that if we do we will

have lived an amazing lifc.

Thank you Paatta for everything you have done for me, as well as for
everyone else. You will be missed dearly and nothing will be able to
replace the hole you leave in my heart but knowing that you are at
peace will help with the pain of losing you so unexpectedly. I think T

¢
speak for everyone when I say your memory will be treasured forcver.

Roshaana Sivakumar - Granddaughter
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Paatta

I would like to take this opportunity to share with you, just a few of
my fond memories with my Paatta. In my opinion, Paatta was the
perfect example for all of his children and grandchildren. Losing his
father at such a young age, I have no idea where he had learnt to be
such an inspiring father himself. I want to tell you about the effect he
had on my life, well, the effect he still has on my life to be honest.

Paatta was a man, who went to the temple and prayed more than
average. Despite being 80+ he still carried out his daily prayers...
when I say prayers I don’t mean 10 minutes at the most like most of
us. I mean hours. I always used to wonder what he was praying for,
but now I know that it was for all of us. Paatta also wasn’t afraid to
tell me off or even give me a pinch here and there. At the time I
didn’t like it, but thinking about it now, all he wanted was for me to
be a better individual. He did it because of that's how much he cared

for me.

The last time [ spent time with Paatta was the day that he passed
away. I had come to Paatta’s to have my lunch and take some home
tor my dad. When I walked in, as usual, Paatta was praying. So I had
my lunch, packed my bag with Appamma’s multiple curries and was
ready to leave but Paatta suddenly told me to wait for him.
Appamma could tell I wanted to leave and even made an excuse up
that there was a boy waiting for food at home as well.

Paatta continued to pray however and appamma just smiled at
me...this was an example of how determined he was. Paatta refused
to let me go, and thank god I stayed. He made sure I didn’t have
Late Kanda clayuthampillai 0
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meat that day and called me into the prayer room. As I walked into
his favourite room, he asked me what exams I had left that week.

Once I told him that I had maths and two sciences, he told me not
to worry as maths was easy, it made me laugh. I suppose that's what
got me through my exams this weck, having Paatta’s blessing made
me feel like T could still go on to finish my GCSEs despite losing

him.

I feel honoured to have had the chance to say goodbye, and to have
been blessed by him. Tle’s probably with Pillaiyaar right now,
making sure that all of us get the best results.

Both Paatta and Appamma have always been so supportive, and T
know that all of us grandchildren took it for granted, at least once.
But losing Paatta has made me realise that T shouldn’t waste a sccond
with the oncs [ love, because you never know what could happen. 1
know you're watching us right now Paatta, I hope we have done you
proud. You have been the best inspiration I could ask for. I love you,
and Rest In Peace.

Maayon Ravindran - Grandson
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Appappa - My Champion

Appappa was our own mini version of Usain Bolt. One of the many
examples would be how he would lap us multiple of times around the
temple. Roshaana and I would have just started and appappa would
already be finished. I've never seen anyone so devoted to something
as appappa was to God. Appappa would pray for hours on end and
never scemed to get tired. He was the strongest man I knew and his
biceps were a show for that,

As well as being fast, devoted and strong. Appappa was one of the
most caring and considerate people. Two years ago the night before |
left for a karate competition in Serbia, Appappa was adamant that I
came over to see him. As soon as I walked through the door he was
praying for me. He made me stand behind him while he prayed for
me for two hours. I will never forget the way he bobbed up and down
and how he chanted faster than any rapper. He made me follow him
around the flat as he prayed to the various deities still bobbing up
and down like an excitable child. I couldn’t help but smile.

At the end he blessed me and gave me some thirunuru to take with
me to Serbia, and with his blessing 1 achieved my first success
internationally. Appappa was one of the few people that supported
my untraditional love for karate, and he was one of the few that

believed that I could simultaneously have success in my education.

Appappa’s second love after Pillaiyaar was his love for Marks and
Spencer’s. One day last year, appappa took Roshaana, Maayon and 1
to Westfield and bought each of us a gift to reward us for our
different successes. After treating each of us, Appappa wanted to go
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to Marks and Spencer’s, immediately we knew we were going to be
there for a while. And we were, we were there for two hours in the
men’s section. Appappa couldn’t decide what shirts to buy and just as
he finally decided on one his eyes would light up as he saw another
one.

Finally after choosing his shirts, he went to look at shoes. 1'o pass
the time whilst Appappa decided between 50 pairs of black shoes,
Roshaana and 1 made Maayon try on a pair of stilettos. We showed
appappa and I've ncver seen a more unpleased expression, he gave
Maayon the dirtiest look. Appappa was truly the master of sass. That
day represented your undying love for your family, and we will never
forget it.

After seeing how peaceful you look now that you arc finally with
your best friend, Pillaiyaar, and knowing that you are no longer
suffcring and with the ones you love it makes the pain slightly easier

to bear. The memorics 1 have with you, I will never forget.

Thank you Appappa for caring for us. Thank you J\ppappa for
bringing us laughter and thank you Appappa for belicving in us. You
have led the most extraordinary life and if T can become half the
person you were, I will have done you justice. We love you.
Congratulations Usain, you won the race, you got to Pillaiyaar first.

Imaany Kuhaendran - Granddaughter
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My Appappa

Appappa always wrote our birthday cards. I never understood what
it said as most of it was written in Tamil and his writing was
ineligible to my eyes but one thing I always knew was that he wrote
good luck in my studies. Every time we went to visit appappa, before
T'am about to leave he would always say good luck in my exams and
gave me a small pinch on the arm. Appappa always cared about our
studies. The day beforc my 11+ exam, he asked me to come and see
him. He took me to the Appuchami room and made me stand next
to him as he prayed for me. T could see how dedicated he was to God
as | stood there for a good hour. After he finished, he wished me
luck and said that Appuchami will be with me all the way through.

Every time I got an award or did well in something, Appappa was
always the first to congratulate me and give me a present. Tt was
always money. When Appappa first started to give money as a
present I refused but as time went by 1 learnt to just take it and say
thank you as Appappa was very stubborn.

In 2007, Appappa and Appamma moved into our house and into my
room. [ rarely saw Appappa as he was either at work, praying or in
the bedroom. At 6 years old I didn’t really understand why Appappa
prayed so much. 1 thought it was because he always had a lot of spare
time. 1 always wondered how he managed to come back from a long
day at work and then stand up and pray for 2-3 hours.

At all our birthdays, Appappa would have fallen asleep at some part
of the night. I remember at one birthday Appappa had fallen asleep
in the middle of the room on a chair. He looked so peaccful despite
the noise his grandchildren made. It made me laugh when we woke
him up as he looked so surprised and confused. Another birthday
memoty was when it was Appappa and Appama’s birthday. We had
just cut the cake and I was sitting on Appappa’s lap, smiling for

clayuthamp L .
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photos. Everyone who knows our family will know how much we
despisc posing for photos. Appappa on the other hand loved it
When he was going to feed me, he just left his hand inches away
from my mouth. I was confused but then I noticed that he was
smiling at the camera. That moment amuses me every time T think
about it.

One memory that will stick in my mind is when I was 4 years old
and I had just bought a Littlest Pet Shop set and T was so excited to
open it. We went to visit Appappa at his old house after. T was
sitting on one of the special red cushions and playing with my toy,
asking Acca to play with me; when Appappa came in, sat down and
said “T will play with you”. T was surprised but happy. Appappa sat
down on the floor and played with my toys for an hour, making me
laugh and smile. He didn’t complain or leave. That has always been
one of my favourite memories of Appappa.

Appappa 1 will miss you. You will never lcave any of our minds as
you were always kind and helptul. T will make sure that I will never
take anything for granted again. Thank you for all the money and
encouragement you have given me. Thank you for always being there
for me.

Ashwini Kuhaendran - Granddaughter
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My Paatta

This moment in my life has been something that T couldn’t take my

mind off. Paatta was always very close to me.

Paatta was the most thoughtful, caring and determined man I've ever
met. Paatta had an effect on many people that I didn’t understand until
after Paatta’s untimely death. There are many of us here today, but I
guess that there are a few hundreds who couldn’t make it and another

few hundreds who don’t even knew about Paatta’s death at all.

Another great thing about Paatta was his caring ways towards us when
we were about to take exams, play an important football match or even
take part in a chess competition, he always blessed us before , and gave

us great advice and encouragement.

[ was at a chess tournament when it all happened. T came in to the
house with a few friends and Amma had tear marks all over her face. I
thought that she was looking for me and couldn’t find me but then the
bombshell was hit by Amma that Paatta was dead. My reaction to the
situation surprised everyone by going outside with no sad emotions just
to think about what he actually did for me and spoke to me about
because I'd never considered the fact I wouldn’t have enough time with

him. After all Paatta, was always there. I went to see him every Sunday

and T only saw him under a weck ago.
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When Amma told me she was already packing to leave to go to
Appamma’s flat but there was something else he said that told me to
stay and play on for him. The words were “Good luck and make sure
you carry on until the very end”, of course in Tamil. I made the decision
to stay on while Amma left carly the next day. I felt really bad not being
with Appamma to console her at one of the worst moments in her life
but | knew that she would understand that I was doing it for Paatta and

not my own personal gain.

The realisation hasn’t come over me yet, it will only strike us when we
, : . ) . w
can’t feel that he is sleeping anymore and that's only after this day when

we'll really teel Paarta’s left us for good.

I hope all the praying has paid off and will pay off in the future, I will

never forget you Paatta. God bless you. Rest in Peace

Kajanan Ravindran - Grandson
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My Appappa

My Appappa, a loving, caring, loyal and dedicated person and loved
by all those who knew him. The reason why I am speaking right now
is because I want to open up my feelings about my Appappa.

My loving Appappa never lct anything stand in his way, for example,
before he passed away he wanted to go to work even though he
couldn't because of his operation. He wasn't even allowed to go to
places by himself. Everybody had told him, my dad, Appamma even

his boss! But he still wanted to go as he was dedicated to his work.

When my Appappa heard of a family event, he always made an effort
to attend. Ie never made excuses like “My leg hurts, I can't walk
properly!” None of that nonsense, he always attended, no matter
what.

In my opinion, you should never complain about going to a family
function. My Appappa after his operation wanted to go to more
family events, even though his legs were crumbly and weak and he
couldn't walk properly, he still offered no excuses. This is what
loyalty is! My Appappa was loyal for every second of his lifc.

The next thing I am going to talk about is him being caring and
loving to other people. Appappa always had faith in his
grandchildren, he always praised them to inspire when they had
important exams.

Over my past years at school, I have been getting low scores but
recently T had got a high score in my maths test. So then my
Appappa was thinking that this was the start of me succeeding in
school life and to encourage me he gave me a card with money.

He was never mean, even though sometimes I took him for granted
and I regret that a lot. If I could go back to that day when he passcd
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away, [ wish T had been there and for it to be a possibility of him
surviving. I would do anything to go back to that moment.

When he passed away I was standing opposite to Appamma and the
sight of her crying into pieces and Appappa lying on the floor made
me cry 2 lot. I had never cver been through something like this
before in my life. He was lucky to dic at home however, because
some people die in hospital. He sadly died in the bathroom but at
least he saw his home for the last time.

I don’t know about you but T am determined not to waste a single
minute of the rest of my life and this will be a tribute to him, my

Appappa.

I'm now going to recite a poem which I think is very touching. It is
called "He Is Gone"

You can shed tears that he is gone

Or you can smile because he has lived

You can close your eyes and pray that he will come back

Or you can open your eyes and sec all that he has left

Your heart can be empty because you can't see him

Or you can be full of the love that you shared

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday

Or you can be happy for tomortow because of yesterday

You can remember him and only that he is gone

Or you can cherish his memory and let it live on

You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back

Or you can do what he would want: smile, open your eyes, love and
go om.

Appappa, you will always be remembered in our brains and loved in
our hearts.

Arjun Kuhaendran - Grandson

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



My Paatta

Tears Streamed down our faces when we saw you that way
Hoping against hope the bad dream will go away
We all love you Paatta , we will love you every day

You must be very happy, now you are with your beloved Pillaiyaar

Thinking back now we really must say
We feel lucky and privileged to have known Paatta to this day
For in our life, you have played a special part

"The memories we will treasure and keep close to our hearts

And now we would like to thank our Pillaiyaar above
For blessing us with our Paatta with his kindness and love
Dear Pillaiyaar, if it is not too much fuss

Take extra special care of our Paatta as he is very dear to us

Paatta if you are listening, say a prayer for us cvery day
Be sure to protect us and guide us on our way
We know when Pillaiyaar called you, you had to go

But we want you to know Paatta we miss you and love you so

Raahul Ravichandran - Grandson
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My kind-hearted Paatta

T always looked forward to Saturdays, the day we visited Paatta &
Ammamma, because you gave me a pound for the Maths
questions [ did for you. Who is going to give me the
encouragement that you used to give?

[ am also going to miss ringing the bell during your prayers and
miss your blessings. You always wanted to know how well we
were doing with our studies.

Who is going to tell my Mummy off for scolding me and being
hard on me? I love you Paatta and I am going to miss you really

badly.

Aathith Ravichandran - Grandson
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My Dearest Aththan

Aakkuvaai Kaappai Azhippaai Arul tharuvai
Pokkuvaai enaaip pukuvippaaiénin thozhumbin
Thaayil sirantha dhayavaana thaththuvayne
Masattra sothy malamdha malar chudarye

1 strongly fecl that you have obtained Mukthi and reached Mokshaa
at the feet of LORD SHIVA. You are being liberated from this
worldly Maayai, free from Anavam and Karma to bring the real
meaning of concepts of life - Pathi,Pasu &Pasam. T pray to God to
accept your Soul on to His feet and bring you Eternal Bliss. We all
miss you, especially Acca, but we assure ourselves that you are next to

God SHIVA.
Your Ever Loving Brother-in-Law

Dr. Sivapragasam Sivalingam
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Message of appreciation- on the passing away of
Mr. Kandavanam Velayuthampillai.

“plod e sUIlDs  [BITHEIHI6T sUTIDS
EenUGCUTIpHID 66i GIhishd 60 BRISTHTEHTS aUTDD

It is with profound sadness and deep sorrow that I would like to pay
this glowing tribute and record Mr. K. Velayuthampillai’s life
history. He was fondly called and popularly known as
Velayuthampllai Uncle and to his colleagues and contemporaries as
just “Vella” with affection and respect.

He was born on 17" August 1933 and peacefully passed away on 7™

June 2014, aged 80+

ST LML TSmD, SGls 1y, EN Bt LEHbsnsll
UpliLwisd  Cersiiisli. Seui  SIcyhHsud  Dsnilbe &b
EhHRID, SHplod]. FsilsiHhiEd HULUF W SIHLD LGHE06U]T TeUTI.

DT DITEST  HENH UPDUS  HEVENHW oSN sDF6UL
urLgtensulist  (GomhoHd HITLHBHEe UMLhEHGHHS)  OsaLwD
fApiutes  GFls  GumsHnsGETwsIT. 17561 D1 EHUlsL o sitsT
UpfsaHeuns,  alsBeaebsugm  sevsumfulsy  #AGgsrit.  HITHT
Bamsvenul  susmy  Ifmepe  elBaiiren  (penpulst  spm  Fod
GummTi.  GEEul  GurpidlsT  &TFERILTES HoH  Hsoalmils
Glsm [ (wigusilsusnss.

Epedll  HIyswioie SHold Senh austdw 1750 19501 syemllgst
Bevmins  Oerrishdlss  aipasiemermt Gaensuulsy (Government
Clerical  Service)  Genswibdl  Gsmswiimi. @eutr 10sa)b
semsnfiWoTen  &BIE 2 _spwplursnt,  “wpuid ysmuwurt  Baelpsd)
SENL T slelilglsh  (wBmrs  BUF  GFwsb  oympiu ST
Umsl, @piewe, siLmpwnd), sSUBLUUTEG. Sswrsmilub,  suTlsnio,
silsmo, Gumsip  oiflw Guiflu @emndgwnsenst  siIGLTHID
sMLUNREGD  CGUBBHmSE. GFUsal  BDISMmS, BLaST LHDH,
Benp  emPuTh  Beuflswt 2 1 swm  UIpHEe. EHennsd | I160sH
Gumbmeut. 1160 LisHsll 9 WisEmsTd SHIEWL STeuHHe0 LILIBBeT.
Bls0sumBID  HELGUMID ST QEMSHAUUMTST AITHSIDE MW Hei
aflpuuiug  Hmcswd  GEuigm  GeTssdilnr.  |um  seuiser 9185
UGHenwF Bxibs  Hep.  HAsuldgsrgd  Hpod.  spTenGLTSHLD
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prugulsams ybsTl sweorCsalmws ayn 1Tgdhs 19580 o
DI DBTH WssTNUITHE S GlaTsuirL T,

LT oisTHsil rieudl  uyGwerbsugsnt  Gumsiiy  psinoTaflume
swukmwins  (role model couple) wesienllst  mebsy  euswTeRID
gdhsrer  suip  GsusmBe  ereng  Uscanpts  GUTBMD  (pswmpuist
SUTIDHGI SBILIgIL GILIghBSHM D,

B GuTmIULS wHHulsnb,  gflud  FmEHBMgaTaiD
SIS 60 5531 55116 Bmbal, 2_HBIBWIN g HsmHL
CUTDISSaHTATE0  (pp  apFomil, Hgsn  pupd G 1967
2B wris  wigh  Sri Lanka  Audit  Service Competitive
Examinationsd =g o wir ysitsfssmsnil Guiism HHaLent b
ALt gpumndl  Smelmens  OBBHaa. BT isTH
Superintendent of  Audit o3 Auditor General’s Department so
2 wr ugel  #lgug. 14 yeBsst  OTLiFAunrss  Bosmai
ClFlgri, Gpisnio, ssiwiel 2 el &emenlub, SL GG,
Smsme,  elsmemas  Gurdipsbibe usu  sienpelsvdssmin
UsOL b LOGMesl 6150l 2 Wi SIFSTlmsil, SisnoFaisstt, Sisuhbes
&b Gouswer GFlps 3 usfwrsnissisn gGsmiss Lnpm SML_LLLD,
wHUmHUWD CuBpai. B5HsTey  sistensoulse 1973w SEWIB RIS
Boumy  simHl 2 _HHOWUTHHEH  POHHL FESHeL  UTHDWLD
BMLpHSH.  Brel  FLTus] L ensiidsamssiso (Attorney —
General’s  Department)  oi#  ailpbsfispIrs  Lise] DIEAREE T
160S0T HIF  HmembBHNBIGEHE@GID F1 1 Btsmen, FULioTud)
Bl B HT 53 CBTHSHHID. Ehas BUBNLI T 0 50
ahaTuURSasY CousiGaumTan slpdE@HSsT FbubHIcTE 1981 susny
DIBTEUHI 8 SUeiBHENMTHS CETLAHE  (suapsm eIt sTsiensi
IhAsH  ABeorsnen  GuibmsienTT.  senZ DUEDILRHINE  Few
SHFwD, Fsflub, Cumlsd  seimbasit  sibhs el wioTS
BmbsTouD feab Oafaursad, af sndhaotaaub, HevaluwTseab
SUTTHEHIE GHBHULwsT GETEUULTT. Sigeinsd sengl Gommsy 10Beb
GOOLIL 0L (Bostsy  aULS@&HSmaT  onmSTLah  Geussscayd 105
D Sl ShssiLD, 2| FTHRID Baramsuuish (PS5
allgapsmmasit AR and FR  (Administrative Regulations  and
Financial Regulations) @ieurs  smphéms, 08  anbibms
SlFlpmmmst  SBsmeand  @eoimdE  wsutlb.  He  had
cverything in his fingertips. His honesty and integrity was beyond
questions. When lot of the high officials in government service in Sri
Lanka are corrupt. He was unique no one could even attempt to give
him a bribe. He was a rare breed of government servants 100 percent
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honest, loyal and faithful. Efficiency ++. I would say he was Mr
Clean. lle commanded the respect and admiration of his colleagues
whether it is his superiors or subordinates.

He retired on the language issue, as being an old entrant, allowed to
take advantage of the Sinhala Only Act, which happened in 1981,
Loss to the Sri Lankan government became a gain to Bahrain as he
took an assignment for 3 years as Accountant and Auditor. He
returned to Sri Lanka on successful completion of his assignment in
1983.

His return created history in Sri Lankan government service. To the
best of my knowledge and belief, he was the first and perhaps the
only one who was allowed to re-join the government service
notwithstanding that he had previously retired under the language
issue. The then secretary (o Treasury and Secretary to the Finance
ministry Mr. Paskaralingam and Mr. S. Chanmugam ably assisted by
Mr. Velayuthampillai submitted a special memorandum for approval
of his re-appointment for consideration by the cabinet. History was
made and it was approved. He was re-employed in 1983 as Director
of Finance at the Department of Treasury. His service was duly
acknowledged at the highest possible level namely by the then
President of the country, the late Mr. Premadasa. In recognition of
his loyal, dedicated, commitled and faithful services, he was made
Deputy Chairman of onc of the largest government enterprisc namely
C.W.E (Co-operative Wholesale Establishment). e was well
regarded and held in high esteem.

Due to the unrest situation in the country and for the benefit of the
family, he took an assignment as accountant in Botswana in
November 1989 and the family migrated there. He worked there for
7 years till 1996. [t 1s during this time he sent his children to UK.

Mr. Velayuthampillai and his wife migrated to UK in December
1996. Tt was during this time I came in contact with him again. He
sought my help and advice in my professional capacily as solicitor
on various matters. Since then, my wife and [ had moved with him,

A6 e Iathandwanadeavurl
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his wife, and family very closcly. [ found him always as a perfect
gentleman, honest, sincere, helpful, deeply religious, devoted
husband, committed and dedicated father, adoring grandfather, “A
friend in need is a friend in deed”. The most outstanding character
and to be singled out is, he did not want to be dependant ( though no
doubt his wife, a soul mate, children and grand -children moral
support, gave happiness and fulfilment) or burden to anyone.

Even at his advanccd age of 65 in 1998, he started working as an
accountant in UK at Grange Iotels Group of Company and worked
for over 15 years until his last breath till 80+ with absolute
dedication and unfailing loyalty and above all clliciency with
meticulous professionalism,

All good things have to come to an end one day or other. It is
appropriate to refer to some quotations, which reflected his life over
decades. He lived a full life. He celebrated his 80™ birthday by the
side of his wife, last August. &1 21780950 oHeiLsui. G
I Bostsy 1000 damp  sswil CUbbams. @& s10GTHBGID
BOL LU,  @ihl WL Bososy, 56 ouemBEsT  SpLosw
SUMpHH,  GluTer  sllpm  HedTLeut, 4 Hswew (PG HEWIL6UT.
Bpne  Gwsors  @Gouflssr  Cohunusd, Bop  andurd  psvsv

Lisvensods G BTBHHHAI W aln SYEDLET; LT sal EFmi.
LI {65163 LUIGUT 3 B FTILIDITS Esomeisnil_sir SENMTTHE

Hovlhlsll LT

SMEULIGAIST  UTLDEUT Bl SUTIDLISUSH &) TEDISHMBLLLD

GCpImBRIST mauHBLILIEGIE.

He who lives his life in this world, as he should, ranks with the God
in the heaven.

Seusny  suswiLaflsl 2 _sflsT LS SysOlsATEND S TEMISULED,
WaeHlwrs  East  Hamsd  swwwhaisitst GOSN 831 ITT(LD(HaBa0T
SISV, snEe  (PsBaBms FasbSsi nffeusnd subursit sGies
FobuBrobougi  syauwb. snaen PEIBIBBG FEIS Hopsdsaiaud
HAUMTICeY Devhal GETemsuri.

o _sMaThHTe0 GUILIUTS DUNSBIH 9 s SHHIT
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D_GITSTIHBHIST ST5060TLD & a1141l.

IIe who lives truly, in his own heart, truly lives in the hearts of all the
pecople.

SsiTseTt as0s0MD  HodH@TWE  SIsbil [sml UIT
steiiyy o Ml 1ImidbaE.

The unloving belongs only to themselves, but the loving belong to
others to their very bones.

Success 1s not [inal

Failure is not fatal

It is the courage to continue that count- Winston Churchill
Let me end with the quotation from Shakespeare:

“His life was so gentle and the clement so mixed in him that nature
might stand by and say to all the world that this was the man”.
Ile will be sadly missed but fondly remembered.
SIS (HbH  sNdal  (IPsIIBsNBBSF FRDHBH  DehasissT, DaUTHI
B 15 H SR B BILO] S b S|EMIHITL BB, THIIECG |
Aomiuilshlban  1fsm BT Eenmsusnsal  Causwig  susmIBIL
Lt HauGumeTs.

QL &b, @b FTHP, QI Fnhss.

Cumarasamy Sithamparapillai
Solicitor, Trustee Saiva Munnetta Sangam (UK)
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Vela

“Vela” as we affectionately knew him was a proud, intelligent and
dignified man. He well represented the generation and culture that
put stoic, hard work and most importantly selfless love for family at
the top of their personal agenda. .At work he was an amiable
colleague who put accuracy and efficiency at the forefront of his
duties and expected the same of others. The high regard, esteem and

respect in which he was held has been manifest in the Jarge amount

g
of tributes and messages of condolence sent by his many colleagues
and former collecagues from all over the world including from
Australia, Canada, Malaysia, Italy and Spain. Indeed the large
numbers of people here and who wanted to be here is a further sign
of how much he will be missed and remembered by all. All that has
been said of him should make everyone even more proud of him. Tt
has been an honour and privilege for his colleagues, friends and

myself to have known him. Vela you will not be forgotten.

Mr H S Matharu
Director, Grange Hotels

Late Kandavanam Velayuthampillai 49

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Vela— An Appreciation

I am privileged to write a few words about my good friend
Kandavanam Velayuthampillai who passed away last month. T was
fortunate to visit him twice during my bricf stay in London. This was
after his by-pass Surgery when he was convalescing at home, My
friendship with him started in March 1967 when both of us were
appointed to the Sri Lanka Audit Service as Superintendents of
Audit. The first meeting was casual and as days progressed we got
closer. We have been friends for the last 47 years.

Vela joined the Govt. Clerical Service in the early 1950s and was
posted to the Food Dept. in Colombo. He gained recognition as a
good worker. Thereafter due to family responsibilitics he obtained a
transfer to the Jaffna Kachcheri. Tt was from Jaffna that he joined the
Audit Department. He retired from the Government Service in carly
1980s to take up employment in Bahrain. After completing his spell,
he returned to Sri Lanka. Thereafter, on the recommendation of the
then Secretary, Ministry of Finance, Mr.Paskaralingam, Vela was
appointed asone of the Directors of Finance in the General
Treasury. Whilst serving in the T'reasury, he was appointed as Vice
Chairman of the Cooperative Wholesale Establishment (CWE), a
State Corporation as a Treasury Representative. After serving in the
Treasury he retired from Govt. Service to take up an assignment in
Botswana. On completion of his assignment, he migrated to UK.
His family joined him whilst he was in Botswana.

He worked for about 16 years in UK until his death.

Qur friendship grew over the years so much so he discussed several
domestic and other issues and sought my advice. He was devoted to
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his family whilst at the same time not neglecting to look after his
brother’s and sister’s families. He grew up in difficult circumstances,
He climbed up the ladder due to his hard work and religious Belief.
ITe was a devout Hindu and spent most of his time in the prayer
room. Whilst in Sri Lanka, he made it a point to visit the temple
twice a day- once in the morning and again for the pooja in the
evening. Whatever he did was always in the best interests of his
family. I feel he has done enough for the upbringing of his children.
I have lost a close friend.

I take this opportunity to cxpress my deepest sympathies to his wife
Kamala and to his children. May Vela’s soul rest in peace.

J.S.Bastiampillai
Canada
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6T60T SbL1G [H6U0TLIET SAFT Geueomusieiemerr

eprevflse,  ellehgpnenflaer, aeellonensst aneTGpIT  SipFusdeunglser
dpbe sl euLognlid eetn uGH - WIPLUTESHEsT euLdlphbelsd
asreooreunuiled GeweomusLblistemen UmmBs.

1967 8 sewssmieutery &Fsr  (Supt. of Audit) esé
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A Tribute to the
Late Kandavanam Velayuthampillai

Tt is with much grief mixed with affectionate recollections 1 write
this tribute in memory of my good friend Vela, as he was
affectionately called by those who knew him well.

My friendship with Vela started in the early nineties when he came
to Botswana on an assignment as Treasurer for the Department of
Local Government after retiring as a Director, Audit and
Investigation in the Ministry of Finance in Sri Lanka. The first time
I met Vela, his modest, unassuming and cordial ways struck a chord
in me culminating in a friendship which lasted for many years. ITe
was a very sincere friend and a well -wisher of my family, so much so
my wife and my children had very high regards and affection for
him.

Since my arrival in the U.K on retirement from Botswana in 2008,
we kept in close contact and shared useful and important information
and talked about other social matters over the phone, almost on a
regular basis. I can say without any hesitation it was indeed a blessing
I had Vela as a friend; I will miss him very much.

Vela was deeply religious, a regular temple goer, and an ardent
devotee of Lord Muruga. Up to the time of his death he was a very
active person. He was a devoted husband, loving father, and a proud
grandfather, a source of motivation and inspiration to his
grandchildren.

A great soul has left us to the call of God Almighty.
“May His Soul Rest in Peace”

V Jegasothy
Retired District Judge, Sri Lanka
Retired Chief Magistrate, Botswana
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Velayutham — A good friend and cousin

Since our childhood my cousin Velautham and I have been close
friends although we became separated when T moved abroad. Ile is
one of the few relations that I remained in contact throughout my
life. As soon as I reached England in 1959 I wanted him to join me.
This was not possible, as by then he was a family man and
established in his career. He proved to be an asset to Sri Lanka
reaching some of the highest offices in the land, earning the respect
of his friends, collcagues and even the President of the country. This
was despite the fact he did not have the opportunity to go to
university. '

His lifc was dedicated to the service of his country and family, but
always had time for those in need. On retirement from the Sri
Lankan civil service he worked in Bahrain, Botswana and in the last
period in England, where he was respected for his professionalism.
He was known for his sense of humour and lack of malice. Guided
by Iindu beliefs mcant he spent a lot of time in temples, as well as
visiting Hindu shrines. Here is a life to be celebrated and
remembered, not only for his achievements, and the inspiration
provided for children and grandchildren to follow. In brief he
touched everyone he came across. May he live long in our memories.

Sinna Mani
Former Mayor
Borough of Lewisham, London UK
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Thank you

We've been overwhelmed by the outpouring of love by family,
triends and colleagues since the untimely death of our beloved, Appa,
Pattaa, Appappa and Mama.

There are few people who we would like to thank for being there for

our family over the years.

Firstly, we would like to thank Dr Sivalingam and Dr Ranjan for the
love and patience they showered on Appa for many years, which

went over and beyond their call of duty.

Our sincere thanks also go to members of Saiva Munnetta Sangam
tor not only providing a religious and cultural service that Appa
would have approved of but also for giving lifts to and from the
various functions he attended. Our special thanks to Sitha uncle, a
long time friend and lawyer, for conducting a well organised, moving
and discerned send off.

Thank you Mani uncle for being there for Appa as a cousin and
friend, helping the family over the years and the heartfelt speech at
the funeral of the man you respected more than any Jaffna man.

We really appreciate the following who provided support throughout
his lifetime by various means: Basti Uncle; Jegasothy uncle;
Rasaratnam uncle; Unambuwa uncle; Chellia uncle; Thambipillai

uncle; Shun uncle; Thambi Piraba; Vaman anna; Nagaratnam uncle;
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Balasegaram uncle; Kanagasabi uncle; Anathithigar anna; Vijaratnam

uncle; All the iyaas at all the temples.

We are sure that there are countless others who are not on this list

but you are not forgotten.

Finally, no words arc cnough to thank the Matharu brothers, Mr
Raj, Mr Tony and especially the eldest, Mr Harp, for providing
Appa with not just employment but love and affection for the 16 of
the 18 years of his life in the UK. In appreciation of this opportunity
at his age, he was ever thankful to them, even on the day he passed
away he was talking about going to the office the following week.
Matharus, we thank you very much for helping Appa continue to

remain proud and sane all these years.

Appa, you never gave up on integrity, love, duty or loyalty. It’s a tall
order but it sums you up perfectly. We will miss you forever.

Wite, children, grandchildren,

in-laws, cousins, nieces, nephews and friends
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