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God’s Precious Gift To Us

[ remember with sorrow that parting day
A heart of gold stopped beating.

As mild as flower you were in this world:
Your kindness and humility.
Deep devotion of love and great sacrifice
God’s precious gift to my wife and all.

The gates of memory never close;
As time takes away the edge of grief
Memory turns back every leal
For love never dies.

To be in God’s keeping is surely a blessing!
May your soul rest in peace.

\ J. C. Reshekaron (Son-In-Law)
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f My Father In Law A

You were a great father and
I was happy to call you my dad
You freated me as vour daughter
Though vou had a daughter of your own

1 thank you for all the great things
You did for my husband
Bringing him up on your own and
Choosing me as your daughter in law

I never knew how much you meant to me
Now 1 know it was a lot
You were a man of great understanding and
You were the best father in Law

I am sorry if' I had done anything wrong
1 know you were a man with a golden heart
I would like you to know
[ am proud to be your daughter in Law
Nirmala Vigneswaran

Daughter in Law

My “Thaththa”

My Granddad was a very humble man. He never did anything incredible when |
was with him apart from dancing, but he was a great man. |still have the memory
of my granddad coming to live with my family in England. | was eight and it was
the time my little sister Saathana was born. He quickly bonded with her and he
enjoyed spending time with her. There were times my grand dad and me fought over
the access of TV remote control. The language was a barrier between us. Still |
understood him. He was strong in mind and heart. | never seen my granddad
getting really angry or speaking loudly.

My dad used to tell me how my granddad brought them up on his own when they
were very young. It was an incredible story to listen and | admired my grand dad’s
courage.

It was really sad to see him in the hospital. He was fragile and weak. Still he
managed to smile and exchange few words when me and my family went to see
him at hospital. He was a great man and he will definitely be missed. I'm really
glad that | was with him in his second to last day of life and I'm proud he was my
granddad. | hope that wherever he is now, he’s at peace.

Parthepan Vigneswaran

\ Grand Son /
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( FAREWELL TO MY DEAREST THATHA... N

“Break, break, break,
On thy cold gray stones, O Sea!
And I would that my tongue could utter
The thoughis that arise in me.”

The 17th Century metaphysical poet John Donne once wrote, “’Any man’s
death diminishes me because [ am involved in mankind”. This applies to every
human being including me. But Mr. Subramaniam Ponnuthurai was not just any
man; he was a loving husband, a caring father and, most importantly the best
grandfather anyone could ask for. Unlike many of my Tamil friends, who because
of our country’s war-torn and turbulent history, were never able to meet their
grandparents, 1 have been immensely blessed to have had Thatha in my life
since infancy.

The earliest memories | have of him date back to when we lived together in
India, where endless bickering and arguments were the foundation of an
affectionate relationship. He was a child at heart, who did and enjoyed the same
things as his ten-year-old granddaughter did. He completely startled me when
he eagerly and daringly got on all the rides, even on a roller-coaster, in a theme
park in India. He never stopped having fun and even at the ripe age of 81 he
made me laugh with his dance routines. Unfortunately a few weeks after this
entertainment and joy, he was taken into hospital. It was during the visits to the
hospital that we had really intimate and deep conversations. [ learnt a lot about
his past and also about Ammamma. [ realised that even 40 years after her death,
he never stopped loving his “Illayangam™ and that her memories were still afresh
in his mind. He told me that during her last days at hospital, he travelled from
one town to another several times a day to spend time with her. He told me that
Ammamma thanked him for everything and said she was blessed to have such
a loving and dedicated husband, who went through a great deal of trouble to
take care of her.

In the same manner he also attended to all my needs. Back in [ndia, if there was
anything I wanted from the shop nearby, he would stop whatever he was doing
(even if he was having lunch) and get it for me. He also knew me really well and
was able to guess my moods. At times his rudeness got to me and, realising
this, he would try to make me feel better by saying, “Nee enda pethi thane™.
More than anything he showed a huge interest in my studies from the very
beginning and always encouraged me to do my best. Whilst we were living in
Sri Lanka, he went to the trouble of accompanying me every day, all the way
from Mattakuliya to Bambalapitya, just to take me to nursery. Even during his
last days at the hospital he would often ask me if he would still be alive to see
me going to “Campus”. In this regard I am happy that my last conversation

., "
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with him was about my A-level results and going off to university to read Law.
Although he did not react much to the news [ could tell from his eves that he was
extremely delighted and proud.

I believe that my Thatha was a very wise man and was a great example in many
ways. First, afler Ammamma passed away in 1969, he sacrificed his whole life
for his two children, my Amma and Vicky Mama. and single-handedly raised
them. Although single-parenting is prcva]cnt in today’s society, the easiest and
most common option 40 vears ago would have been to re-marry. From Thatha’s
appearance and attire, mltlally misjudged him to be a man of traditionalism and
conventionalism. But, by permitting Amma to marry Appa, a Catholic, at a time
when inter-religious marriages were not welcomed in Jalfha, he proved himself
to be ahead of his time and showed that the sanctity of one’s faith lie never in
sectarian dogmatism but in love and unity. [ still remember some heated alterca-
tions he had with Appa about family matters and our country’s politics. But Thatha
was very articulate and bold in expressing his views and opinions and often made
my father concede the point of issue. I admired this courage of Thatha and learnt
to speak out my heart fearlessly, regardless of what the consequences would be
as long as | was doing the right thing.

Over the 18 years 1 have known Thatha, 1 have seen so many different sides to
him. [ will never forget the moments he descended to my level to play and argue
with me as a child or his great fatherly advice on family and educational matters
as a mentor. Nor will I ever forget his piercing greyish brown eyes. which glared
deeply into mine. He was truly a great and honest man, who went to any lengths
to do what was best for his loved ones. And only after his death did [ realise that
there were so many things that I had not thanked or appreciated him for. Apart
from my parents, there is no-one else | love more than Thatha and it feels so
surreal that he is gone. I am going to miss Thatha more than words can describe,
but [ hope that his loving memories will sustain me as life goes on.

Goodbye Thatha! You were one of a kind and you’ll be missed greatly but never
forgotten. I pray that your great soul rests in peace.

“Break, break, break
At the foor of thy crags, O Sea!
But the tender grace of a day that is dead

Will never come back to me.”

Chrishni Reshekaron (Granddaughter)
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