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Tribute to A Wonderful Couple

ltwas 66 years ago when I accidentally lost my two main milk teeth in front of their
house at Delft East while playing with Vettivel (Maruthu was too young to partici-
pate} and some other boys. The scream and the blood were stopped and nursed by
Ponnammah Mami who was not married then but had the responsibility of bringing
up two young boys in the 'form' of Vettivel and Maruthu for whom Periyakka (elder
sister) was the mother.

I'believe Mr Kumarasamy has started courting Periyakka in 1948 or thereabout and
they got married soon after and I was aware of the birth of all the children.

What is sticking out in my memory is the way Mr Kumarasamy had built up his
business in Dellt He displayed extraordinary ingenuity to become so successful in
what seemed an impossible task of building a business in Imports & Exports in Dellt
w here [acilities of any kind were non-existent.

In my opinion Messrs Alistair Darling & George Oshorne could have learned a
thing or two aboul Business and Finance along with the preparation of Annual
Budgets [or the country from Mr Kumarasamy for whom [ have great admiration
and respect . Of course, he would not have been so successful without the power
house behind him i.e. his wile. Her constant support, advice and admiration were
unconditional. While being shrewd in business, he had never deviated [rom ethics
and morality; the unshakeable qualilies thal they both possessed and maintained
right up to the last minute .

A model couple from whom a lot of lessons could be learnt by many couples as how
to harmonise a family life.

Fate cannot be altered however. Both of them are sorely missed by all of us.

- V Rasalingam
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To Appappa and Appamma

les beena year since you left us and we miss you greatly.

We wanted you to know that we still look upon you both with great admiration and
love.

You lived a long and fruitful life and set a great example on how lo live life forall
your grandkids. The kindness and respect you showed your [tiends and lamily will
never be forgotlen.

Appamma’s quiet nature and wisdom combined with A ppappa’s strength and
courage formed a greal partnership, which survived so many years. We want you
both (v know that we could not be more proud of being a part of your lives and we
hope that we can make you proud in the future.

All we have lelt of youis the wonderful memories that we shared over you. Your
legacy will continue in the wonderfully vibrant family that you bath created and
nurtured.

Trom yourloving grandehildren,
- Manaliny & Navenen, Mayuran & Niroshan
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We Keep Forever

Ripe sunrays swell the chestnut, in spiny green, cocooned.
Soon the succulent flesh will be grilled and consumed.
Birth, growth, death, eternally cyclical. Inescapable.

Her hands so soft, yet lined by experience now invisible,
Caress my cheek, with tender love and awe.

A child of her autumn, stubborn as her mirror, yet
Cherished beyond doubt, fed on dreamy tales of might.
Concentric circles, slowly indisputably spread far.
Yetrevolve evermare like unruly planets around the star.
The depth of her eyes tells stories of long ago.

Leaves have long gone, bark resplends in the cold light
Unruly snowy softness of her hair, tied in a bun, tight.
She sits revisiting autumn days of glorious colours,
When child and woman filled airy castles full of treasures.
Her voice sings lullabics, aged and mellow.

Ice cold rays highlight imperfections of withered Nature.
None can escape the perfect circle of life forever.

Each second, a bullet piercing her bounteous heart, bleeds.
Slowly numb dreams to come. She shan’ t hold my seedlings.
Her fragrance surrounds me like a halo.

Slowly time takes all that Nature generously gives.
Ticking slowly but unstoppably, it lells of non-stories.
Flawing ceremonious robes with pomp and circumstance,
Her withered happy eyes shall not glance or praise.
Herembraces calm my reckless nature.

In winter, Nature wishes back, all that she gives.

Ashes to ashes, the soil shall absorh the bonflire leaves.

She won' Lsee my crimson regalia, nor tease shyness away.

Her willy repartees will no more, adversity in my path, slay. 63
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Awashed with tears, the loss we endure.
Constant as the North Star, never faltering,
Ayya puided us all on our voyage of discovery.
Relied on by Family and friends alike.

He stood strong, a pillar of love and light.

Wreathed with a smile and twinkling eyes,
Walked tall amongst old and young alike,
Laughter never lelt his horizon,

Neither did the cigar and swagger.

Humble and faithful, with a dash of showmanship,
Ayya steered the helm, supported by Ammamma.
Wisdom gleaned {rom days ol strife and toil,

He served as hidden pearls to us all.

Dreams he nurtured with care, applauded merit,
Gently rebuked nonsensical vagaries,

Despite many seas and years dividing us,
Love and support he showered on all around.

Never far from one another, Ayya and Ammamma,
Togelher, as One they lived and traversed,

A revelation of marital harmony, time tested,
Bountiful, fair, kind continued your saga,

Shock, awe and despair afflicted us,

As you leflt these shores for worthier ones.
Inevitably [illed with remorse and dysphoria,

A happy part of you we keep forever locked in us.

- Rajini, Raj and Jen Varadarajah
Grandchildren
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Mever be forgotien

Ammama and Thata were truly the heart and soul of my whole family, They were
full of life and a day never went past with them voluntarily having a resl. Ammama
and Thata treated everyone as their own and made sure they did whatever they
could for them. No task was too big and no problem was unsolvable for them.
Thata always used to say that you shouldn’t judge anyone, everyone had their
problems.

Fn(Lpa@ 2 LLT6Denes sTETMIEND Heuens); LITeNGHE el&aemT Blelans sTenmrayin
HEUENED

Ammamma was a saver by nalure, and she liked to remind us that every penny
counts.

HAmygief Gl Gleusn oo

Every time we visited the granaparents, they always had many stories to share.
Thata always exaggerated and changed them a little each time. However, Ammama
was always there to correct him. They always wanted to share their memorics with
us. What really made me laugh on our visits, was that they were always nagging at
each uther and complaining to A mma, like she was their parent. However, from their
constant friendly bickering you could tell that they had a lot of love for cach other.

I always found that Ammama and Thata had an air about them, that they were
people that could achieve anything (hey wanted and chose to live the life they did.
They always made sure that we, their grandchildren, had more choices and
oppurtunities to be whatever we truly wanted (o be in life, and for that T am
wholeheartedly grateful that they are MY grandparents. It was Thata that brought
Acca’s first stethoscope and he was the proudest person on her graduation day.

Ammama and Thata, I love you and miss you both very much. I promise that [ will
make you both very proud of me and make something good out of my life. Both of
youwill NEVER be forgotten and will always be in both my hearl and my every
thought.

- Kajenthini Varadarajah
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My Grandparents and |

Has it really been a year? The house [eels almost empty. [t is amazing how quickly

our lifestyles adapted to the unexpected change bul there are oh so many moments
when the loss catches up and bowls you over

My Appamma was a very traditional woman. So traditional that her views may be
considered to be antiquated by those who are not aware of her roots. However, it is
in our interest to learn from her traditions and adapt them to our current lifestyle. She
was known for her kind hospitality in Neduntheevu where she looked after not only
her own guests bul also the patients of the A pothecary next door ., This continued at
our house in London, where she insisted that all our guests ate before they left. The
Thirukkural has a chapteron virunthombal’ or " hospitality’ that suits Appamma very
much. Il explains how good hospitality, particularly feeding those in hunger, is
equivalent to inviting the Goddess Lakshmi into your house and that goodness and
prosperity will come (o you. The Kural that comes to mind at this moment howeveris
the following:

Glersvell(m k&1 IOLD 6w (h M (&1 1M S (m LiLim s
Bevell(ih B & EUTENF FHeUT (& Kural 87, Chapter .25

He who entertains his guests very well and awaits for yet others to come as his
guests, will be wefcome guests to the inhabitants of heaven.

My father has the utmost respect for his mother, cvident in the many stories he
brought me up on about the family background and history. But more than him, the
respect is obvious in the many Neduntheevu folk that came to our house over the
past ten years to make sure they spent time talking to A ppamma whilst they had the
opportunity. I was grateful that I could learn so much more aboul my roots and get to
know so many more people who would have otherwise been complele strangers to
me.

This time last year, T was in Cambridge checking my phone during breaks praying that
there would never be a missed call or message [rom a [amily member. The only reason
I could think that any of them would have called, particularly during my working

hours, would have been to deliver bad news as Appamma was extremely weak and
66
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had been admitted into hospital as soon as she realised Appappa wasn't coming
back. It was very difficult to see A ppamma looking ' bare’ (as she would have referred
to it) without lier jewellery and kunguma pottu that in a way 1 was relieved that she
left the earth to be reunited with A ppappa in another dimension.

Though Appamma’s passing was something we were prepared for, Appappa’s was a
complete shock to us all. Partof me still thinks thal he is in the room next door. Certain
sounds and smells definitely make it feel so real.

T haye many [und memorics of my visits to Sri Lanka as a child. The more fun moments
stem from the stories and jokes Appappa told to keep me enterlained. My most
favourite one was when we were ina hotel in Colombo and [ asked if he could read me
something from an English newspaper. He said that he would have done but
unfartunately he le{t his English reading glasses in Neduntheevu and the ones in his
pocketonly helped him read Tamil. Though he said it with whatl later realised was his
trademark cheeky smile, I totally fell forit at the time and thoughtit was so cool that
such glasses existed and that he owned them.

When my grandparents moved to London and lived with us, my relalionship with
Appappa changed. I think this was duc to a combination of me being a teenager and
our differences in opinions. However, once | started university, [ began to change
my ways and become much more lolerant and patient. I realised that the only way to
survive living in the same house was lo meet him halfway and understand that to live
well you need a good mixture of both our approaches to life.

Appappa was extremely well read, always quoting Literature to us. He was also a
keen gardener. He religiously maintained a vegetable patch in our garden and we
were puaranteed at least a few green chillies and tomatoces for our daily cooking.
There is no denying that my Father and each one of my Aunts and Uncles have
deflinitely inherited their Father's traits. They are all extremely hard-working, notin
the least bit lazy and are very thorough and systematic in their work. These qualities
deflinitely stand testament to hin. A ppappa often took a protective patriarchal role
with his own siblings and those of Appamma. Semcthing I learnt from him was Lo
always show a united front,

Appappa was quite an influential person in Neduntheevu, known for his business
acumen. A ppappa left us in the late alternoon on that Monday in July and within five
or 5o hours, the Emergency Medical Unit at Whipps Cross Hospital was swamped
with over 200 [amily members and close [riends. That itself goes to show the impact
he and the rest of his family had on the communily.

Appappa said on many occasions that he wanted to live with me (ill his last days.
wasn' tsure why he wanled to butI' m glad that he did and that we had a good number
of years of peace. [ neverreally apologised for anything I may have said to cause him
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hurt but I know he is looking over us and protecting our family now for which Tam
grateful.

On behalf of my family, T want to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of
you for giving us your condolences, time and emotional support during the months
when we were overwhelmed and unsure of how to move forward, We may not have
acknowledged it then but we are grateful. Thank you.

Thulasi Mageswaran

Grand-daughter
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My Grandparents

My grandparents were kind hearled;

their kindness lives in our hearts.
I feel theirloss.

We all mourn your absence.

And will cherish all the wonderful memories.

We never got the chance,

To thank you for all you did for us,

You always said to work hard and do well in life;
[twill always be replaying in my ear,

Nothing [eels the same without your presence.
We will yearn for your loss deep inside, and

Pul on a brave face and face the world.

Yourlove of life, educated me.

Your passion [or life, gave us hope.

The lives you lived will- never be forgotien,

your memories are engraved deep inside our hearts,
Your memories will live with us, forever.

[t was god's will to take you both away;

[ [eel the emptiness, as we all do.

As a huge void in our hearts.

There will be things [ miss, but
We will remember your strong will, to get through it all.

Thatha and amamah, you will never be forgotten!

- Barany, Partheeban, Pragalathan and Kastuii Sothirajah

Grandchildren
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Appamma & Appappa

— Keep loving and guiding us all!

€

You can shed tears that they have gone,
Or you can smile because they lived,
You can close your eyes and pray that they will come back,
Or you can open your eyes and see all that they have left.
Your heart can be empty because you can't see them
Or you can be full of the love that you shared,
You can turn your back an tomorrow and live yesterday,
Or you can be happy for tamorrow because of yesterday.
You can remember them and only that they are gone
Oryou can cherish their memory and let itlive on,
You can cry and close your mind be empty and
turn your back,
Or you can do what they would want:

smile, open your eyes, love and go on. ’

- Luxsana, Lakshman and Harrish Mathivalagan
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