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e Evsence of Blagpnad Gda

UWhatever io happening, ¢ & hatpening well.
Whateser will happen, & wild aldo hatpen well,

UWhat did you bring with yox, gazm«fafadeoz?

Whaz did you eneate, fon it to be wasted or destroyed?
Whatever s youns today, will belong Po domesne elde tomarrom.
On another day, & witl belong to yet ancther,

This change is the law of the uncvende.

- Lord Knisbna
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MR NAGAMUTHU SINNATHURAIKANDIAH
A BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

* Mr Nagamuthu Sinnuthurai Kandiah, popularly known as NSK, born in Kokkuvil,
Jaffna, Sri Lanka, on the 7" September 1922 is the eldest son of late Mr. Nagamuthu
Sinnathurai and Mrs. Subathirai Sinnathurai. NSK had three brothers and three
sisters.

* Having had his primary education in Malaysia, where his father worked, Mr
Kandiah started his early education at Skanda Varodaya College. At this time
there was not much of facilities for higher education. This made him to move to
Jaffna college and Jaffna Hindu College to pursue his higher studies and from
where he passed the London Matriculation examination.

* He then went to the University College of Colombo to do a course in Science
from where he graduated obtaining his B.Sc. both from the University of Ceylon
and the University of London in 1947

* While continuing with his post-graduate education, NSK returned to Skanda
Varodaya College in 1944 as a teacher where he taught Maths ,Physics and Sports
and actively contributed in many organisational matters.

* Under the enlightened and dedicated Principalship of Orator Subramanium,
NSK, along with others, worked tirelessly to gradually transform a remote north Sri
Lankan farming village school into a super-grade educational institution in the
ensuing years.

* Being the eldest son of a large family, with 3 sisters and 3 brothers, and in the
absence of his father who was working away in Malaysia, NSK shouldered family
responsibilities, guiding his younger brothers and sisters through their education
and marriages as a dutiful ‘Annai’ {brother).

% In November 1953 NSK married Kamaladevi, daughter of Mr & Mrs Sithampara-
nathan of Uyarapulam, Anaikoddai who has been a supportive wife in all his
endeavours and is well known for her hospitality.

*x Demands of family responsibilities compelled NSK to seek financially better
prospects. He left Skanda to accept the position of Superintendent in the National
Savings Movement of Sri Lanka.in February 1950. In October 1955 NSK joining Sri
Lanka's Department of Immigration & Emigration becoming one of its Deputy
Commissioners. Thereafter, in October 1957 he joined the Ceylon Transport Board
(CTB) following the nationalisation of the bus services in the island where he first
worked as Schedules Manager and later being promoted as Deputy Operations
Manager, one of his functions being to be responsible for commissioning for the
first time long distance bus services between Colombo, Jaffna, Matale etc.
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* During his tenure with the CTB, NSK travelled to the UK on a government
sponsored Colombo Plan scholarship to follow an intensive course of training with
the London Transport Board from October 1965 to February 1966.

% It was during these years in Colombo that NSK played a leading role in the
functioning of Skanda Old Students Association in Colombo.

* In 1971, following the termination of his tenure with the CTB, NSK decided to
emigrate to the United Kingdom. In the UK, although he initially worked for the
London Transport Board, his heart was set on the teaching profession as being the
highest form of service he could give to the community. He returned to teaching
Joining the Hydeburn Secondary Schoal in Balham, London, where he taught
Mathematics until his retirement in December 1987.

* Always committed to the service of his community, NSK became one of the key
figures in founding the Standing Committee of Tamil Speaking Pecple (SCOT) in
1977, one of the earliest community-based organisations to be established in the
UK, and which commemorated its 30" Anniversary of its founding only early this
year. He functioned as General Treasurer of SCOT for two years (1981-1982 and
1982-1983), thereafter becoming its President for two more years (1985-1986 and
1986-1987).

* NSK's religious activities included becoming a member of Britannia Hindu Trust
In 1975. He served as the Secretary of its Advisory Council from 1976 to 1977.
Thereafter he was elected as a trustee of the Britannia Hindu Shiva Temple Trust
and for 3 years from 1978 to 1981.

* NSK became one of the six founding members of the Board of “Tamil Times”
which began its publication in October 1981 completing its 25 years of uninterrupted
publication, month after month, in December 2006. Following his retirement from
teaching, it was in December 1987, that NSK became Chairman of the Board of
“Tamil Times" taking over almost all of the functions relating to the financial
management, subscription, circulation etc. NSK maintained and managed the
finances of “Tamil Times” with absolute integrity and probity.

* NSK was one of the key founder members of Skanda Varodaya College Old
Student’s Association (UK) formed in 1985 of which he was President for over ten
long years.

* Afterleading a life of service to his compatriots, NSK departed this world on 26
August 2008. He leaves behind his wife Kamaladevi who has steadfastly played
the role of martyr in her husband's cause; his three sons, Sujethiran, Kuhendran,
and Rupenthiran; four daughters, Ajantha, Shantha, Vanitha, and Vijitha; sons-in-
law, Sivagananasundaram, Ravindran, Ganeshan and Stephen Fear; daughters-in-
law Anusuya, Manjula and Sanjee; and 11 grandchildren, * Arunan *Vidhushan, *
Lakshmi* Darshan * Jananee * Aarani * Saranya * Krishan* Roshan * Atticus* and
Logan.
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Memories Are For Ever

It is a strange feeling, but we sense you are around us all the time — your memories
seem to have a life of their own. The air of confidence that your presence brings;
a smile that is unique to you alone; your famous words uftered in so many of our
family events, each have a story for posterity. No span of time can ever replenish
these cherished memories. Your words of wisdom, righteous guidance and
unfaltering affection will never let you out of our sights.

Appa worked away from home during our early childhood. His periodic return was
always very joyous, because there was something for everyone - clothes and toys.
Qur upbringing was strict by current standards, but we were never without life’s
essentials - loving parents, clothes for occasicns, and a wonderful house with all
basic amenities. We all attended very good schools and always travelled in comfort.

Appa was a man of principles. He believed in fairness and equality for all. His early
life as a teacher was committed to just and equal educational rights of the
underprivileged and, later fair distribution of jobs for the disadvantaged as a Manager
of several organisations. Appa was noted for doing what was right and never dithered
from a course of action once his mind was set Appa’s greatest quality was that for
all his benevolence, he expected nothing in return.

Atthe age of 49, Appa was compelled to start a new life for our sake in a far away
land. We left our beloved motherland in 1972 for England — perhaps Appa had the
foresight of the troubles ahead. Appa always said that he left our homeland to give
us a better education but never to sever links with it. We like to think that we have
done him proud, not just on our own, but also through our own children’s educational
endeavourers.

Appa’s love for our motherland and its rich culture diminished not one iota during
the last thirty six years. He worked tirelessly until his departure through various
social, religious, cultural and charitable organisations for the betterment of our
people.

Appa, you may not be with us physical form, but you will always be present in our
hearts, and your everlasting memories will guide us and our future generations.

Your loving children:
Sujen, Kuhen, Rupen, Ajantha, Shantha, Vanitha and Vijitha.
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A brave and noble man

There are few men worthy of such an
epitaph. But Mr. N. S. Kandiah is one of
them. | can not imagine | could have had
a father-in-law for whom | have had more
respect.

| trust someone else will write of the fight
for equal rights and self governance of all
people in Ceylon that circumstance made
the running cause of Mr Kandiah's
adulthood. Nor am | the one to attest to
the bravery it takes to walk the line of
peace, to the many who have been there
along side of him.

There are other witnesses to attest to the bravery and strength that it takes
1o uproot oneself and ones family to start again, after already having built a
successful life once. The sad thing is not the uniqueness of his strength,
but that so many have had to find the same strength; and for the many that
have been forced down the same path, Mr Kandiah was here for them when
they arrived, as both example and helping hand.

It is the actions of a man that bear testament to a life, to live your principles,
public service, equality, education, family, community and culture, and to
live them without the luxury of wealth is a true rarity.

| am not the person to talk of such things, but | felt it wrong not to mention
them. | will share with you the experience of my father-in-law that is uniquely mine.

For a man who spent the second half of his life making a space in this
country for his family and for his people and their culture, it must have come
as a bit of a shock to him when his youngest daughter came to the point of
introducing the man with whom she wished to make her future with, and he
was, shall we say different. A different culture, a different faith, and living in
that close but different parallel world, of the English.

From the first meeting, | have never been freated with more courtesy and
respect as | was by Mr & Mrs Kandiah, and their family. But most significantly
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of all was the sense of trust and expectation. Somehow upon meeting the
man his beliefs were almost immediately apparent. His beliefs in social
Justice, the importance of family, in the importance of manners, and the
equality of humans all came shining through, as did the clear expectations
that you shared this set of noble beliefs.

| am clearly not as good a person as Mr Kandiah appeared to believe | am,
but that fact that | felt he believed {in me), makes me try a little harder,
makes me be a little better.

Without a word of hyperbole, | am a better person for having known him.

Stephen Fear
(son-in-law)
Kok ke

“Our Ammappa was a wonderful person,
And we loved him very much,

He lets us watch Thomas the Tank Engine,
Even when Cricket was on.

We shall always miss him,

Now that he is with Appuswami.”

For Atticus and Logan the loss of their Ammappa when they are still so
young, risks his place in their memories and the impact on their lives being
so much smaller than as for their much older cousins, and their lives will be
poorer for it.

We named Atticus after a character from Harper Lee's novel To Kill a
Mockingbird, as we hope that at least a little of the character, who has been
described as a ‘Moral Ideal’ will rub off on our son. We gave Logan the
second name Kandiah, and if just a little of his Ammappa rubs off on him, we
are certain he will do just as well.

Stephen & Vijitha, Atticus and Logan
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Paata: You will always be in our Heart

Our Paata was not only a protagonist in the community but also a loving
grandfather and a well of compassion in our family. Paata was a humble
grandfather, always modest about his own accomplishments; much happier
hearing about our own lives and achievements. He always put our well-
being first and we will endeavour to make him proud.

“The best way to find yourself is fo lose yourself in the service of others.”

Paata dedicated his life to helping both family and friends. It was his courage
and foresight in moving his family to England that has led to us as his
grandchildren all being given such a fortunate start in life. Furthermore,
over the years through his good will and nature he has made so many life-
long friendships all over the world. Hearing old stories from friends of his
youth truly brings out the timelessness of Paata's charisma and character.

“An investment in knowledge always pays the best inferest.”

Paata was a knowledgeable man who had a mind for the mathematics and
a passion for literature. In a room filled with people, we often found that the
most interesting comments would come from Paata. Whether it would be a
recollection of a timeless memory or even a witty comment, his words always
found listening ears. His powerful voice and warm laugh is something we
shall all miss during family occasions.

Paata had an unassailable love for life and cherished every day. The
exuberance and vivacity with which he lived his life has been a lesson to us
all. Losing Paata has come as shock to all of us and though we shall always
mourn his loss, | am sure he would have much preferred that we celebrate
his life. He touched the hearts of so many people during his life and leaves
behind a wealth of fond memories.

As much as Paata was a proud grandfather, we are proud grandsons to
have him as our Paata. He was a role-model who achieved far more in his
life than anyone we know, but also a loving grandfather whose kind-
heartedness always brought a smile to our faces.

“A man is the sum of his actions, of what he has done,
or what he can do, nothing else” - M. Gandhi

Your loving Grandsons,
Arunan and Vidhushan
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“Your Wise Words & Advice
Will Remain With Us”

It is still hard to believe that we will not
see Ammappa again; because since we
can remember he has always been a
big part of our lives. When we enter our
grandparents home we will miss seeing
him sitting at his chair watching TV and
greeting us with a big smile and a warm
welcome every time.

Ammappa loved all of our family
occasions; birthdays, Christmas, New Year but especially barbeques! At
parties he loved feeding cake, blowing out candles and having photos
taken with us but he especially loved these occasions because it meant
that his family and friends were all together as one and enjoying
themselves.

Ammappa would always take a genuine interest in our lives whether it
was our hobbies or studies and would instil the importance of working
hard, something of which Ammappa was a prime example. Recently from
speaking with many of Ammappa’s friends and relatives, it is only now
that we have realised the extent of his achievements and the amazing
journeys in life he has taken. It is remarkable to think that our Ammappa,
who forever remained humble, has given and done so much.

Ammappa, your wise words and advice will stay with us forever more.
The memories you have given us will last us a lifetime and you will continue
to inspire us throughout our lives.

Loving aranddaughters,
Jananee and Aarani
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You made us who we are

Paata, words will never express how much you mean to me, nor will they ever do
enough justice to the way you have helped me become who | am today. You
always said that courage only makes you stronger and, with your blessings, |
hope I can be just as courageous as you in everything that | undertake.

I was so pleased that you made the effort, despite all your difficulties, to watch my
dance performance last month. Your presence motivated me immensely and made
the experience even more enjoyable. | feel so proud when all the guests talked of
your achievements at all the performances and, my Arangetram was no exception
when the chief guest spoke of your endless services to the community and how
you kept alive our cultural heritage.

I really treasure the moments when we daily worked on your physiotherapy
exercises; every time inspired me with your determination to complete them perfectly.
I remember the times we sat in front of the TV with your Sudoku book: one moment
we would be working out where the 3 was, and the next we would be debating the
current affairs. Your complex and multifaceted mind never stopped to amaze me.
As we sat relaxing in the garden, laughing and joking, | will never forget your
characteristic smile, full of so much warmth and happiness.

Paata, you taught me so much about hope and how I should never give up, no
matter what obstacles arise. You were always kind and caring, always helping me
in everything 1 did. | will miss everything about you. This is a poem that | wrote for
you, Paata:

With every day that passes, | will try to mirror your strength,
For you are my inspiration with every good intent.
Although the days are passing, we are not far apart,
Because every time | think of you, you're right here in my heart.
When tomorrow starts without you, your life I'lf celebrate,
And I hope I can make you proud with each step that | take.
Though tomorrow's starting without you, I'll forever cherish our memories.
I've been blessed to have such a Paata, and will always love you.

Your ever loving
Lakshmi
Fok Ak
Paata was kind and considerate, and was always there to help with all we needed.
He was a great mathematician with a very logical mind. Paata was very
knowledgeable and always had answers to anything we asked. | am so grateful to
my Paata for everything he did for me and he will always remain in memories.

Love from Darshan

Digitized by Noo\ah%r% Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



An inspiration to all of us

Words cannot describe the extent to which Ammappa impacted my life
and how much he means to me.

My Ammappa was the most intelligent man | have ever known. Some
people just know things, Ammappa also knew how to say things. | will
never forget his inspiring words and advice when | was preparing for my
arangetram. Ammappa always had our best interests at heart and with
his encouraging words, gave us the strength to strive for the best. | hope
he realised just how grateful we are for everything that he did for us and
for the wonderful lives that he has blessed us with.

Ammappa was a very selfless man. He always made time for anyone and
everyone who needed his assistance or advice and he would go out of his
way to aid them, often making numerous phone calls to his family and
friends for additional help.

| always enjoyed helping Ammappa with the Tamil Times. He found
particular need for assistance with all things related to his much loved, but
ever perplexing, computer. | loved to see his smiling face or hear his laughter
whenever he had managed to make his computer do what he wanted it to
do. To see Ammappa’s smiling face always made me so happy. But whether
it was helping to type articles or packaging the magazines, what | liked
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most was the fact that in doing these jobs, the family was brought together.
Ammappa loved to see the family all together under one roof, which is
why he enjoyed celebrating our birthdays, blowing out candles and all of
the other rituals that go along with life's milestones.

Ammappa was always more than willing to help us with our homework,
taking as much pleasure from the process. | sometimes felt that he enjoyed
our homework far more than we did. Long before school ever challenged
us with maths, | learnt the basics, such as my timetables through the
handwritten tests that Ammappa had prepared for me. Being picked up by
Ammappa from school, in his sky-blue Ford Fiesta was also always a
major event. It was on these occasions, when you had Ammappa to
yourself for a few minutes, that he shared his insights into life and his
beliefs on what it takes to live a worthy life. | shall try and live up to his
expectations.

| will never forget the great pride that Ammappa took in all of his
grandchildren. Ever since | can remember, he would ask me to sing for
family and friends who visited the house. In doing this, Ammappa made
me a more confident person. | not only loved to sing for my Ammappa, but
I know that he also enjoyed listening to my singing. During one of his stays
at the hospital, he was asked by the DJ whether he had any requests for
the hospital radio and | will never forget how he asked for ‘Katrinile Varum
Geetham’ sung by his granddaughter. ‘Katrinile’ was Ammappa's favourite
song and he often asked me to sing this for him and his guests.

My Ammappa was someone who lived everyday to its fullest, making the
most of each and every opportunity that was thrown at him. He always
had such a strong belief that he could live forever and we too believed it,
so much so, that | never thought I'd see the day when he would have to
leave us. But | know that Ammappa will always be watching over me,
because he will live forever in my heart. Ammappa, | will always love you
dearly and | will miss you very much.

Your loving granddaughter,
Saranya
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Ammappa, you are the best

I still find it hard to believe thatAmmappa has been taken away from us so suddenly,
as it seems like conly yesterday he was calling me to come and watch the cricket
match between England and South Africa on Sky Sports.

For as long as | can remember, Ammappa has always been there for me,
encouraging, supporting or comforting me. He would always be ready to congratulate
me with a big beaming smile when | achieved high marks in a test or received a
prize, and then he would proudly announce it to anybody that visited or phoned
him.

There are many memories of Ammappa | will always cherish; like how he would
randomly quiz us on our times table when we were younger and as we grew older
to harder topics such as trigonometry. Ammappa enjoyed eating different types of
food; among his favourites were dosai, appam and meat dishes. During religious
days when Ammamma cooked vegetarian meals he would grumble a little but
nevertheless would enjoy the meal and finish with a completely clean plate, one of
Ammappa's trademarks. | admired Ammappa's determination and willpower in
everything he did and he was not afraid to try out new things. Even at his age, he
would persist with learning new things on the computer. Recently, he asked me to
show him how to do the Sudoku puzzle. Even though he found it quite difficult at
first, he persevered with it until he was able to do it perfectly.

| am proud to have had an Ammappa who was loved and respected by so many
people. Ammappa, | will miss you very much. | will always remember your words of
encouragement and advice and hope that we will continue to make you proud. You
will always be in my thoughts.

Loving grandson, Krishan
Hw

My Ammappa was the best. He was kind, funny and sometimes strict but only
when we were noisy or naughty. Ammappa was also very clever and knew lots of
things. You could talk to him about any subject. We both love cricket and | will
really miss watching cricket with Ammappa and all the questions he would ask
after | played in a match.

Ammappa, | know you were proud of me and | will try hard to make you even more
proud. Thank you for all the lovely memories | have of us together. | will always
treasure them. I will never forget you Ammappa.

Loving grandson, Roshan
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My Annai (My Brother)

Annai was the eldest in our family of seven. My father after retirement from
government service in Malaysia (then known as P.M.S) stayed back and
continued to work as an insurance agent in Singapore and Malaysia. He
was not interested in coming back to Ceylon (as Sri Lanka was then called),
instead he sent back my mother and all the children back to Ceylon to settle
down. The burden was heavy on our mother and this is where my Annai
took all the responsibilities to act as our father. At an early stage Annai was
very helpful to Amma (mother) in guiding all the children for a good education
and future. During this time our Amma's three brothers in Malaysia who
were very attached to her were anxious to see her. They made arrangements
to her to spend a few months with them. Amma was reluctant to go leaving
back the children. But Annai persuaded her to go. Annai was only 14 years
old at that time and he took all responsibilities to take care the rest of us
with the help of our grand mother. We never missed a meal or school during
this time under Annai's guidance.

| would like to mention an incident a mentioned to us when we were small.
Our father and mother had gone on a pilgrimage to Kataragama Temple
with Annai when he was only seven years old. On their return journey the
railway station was crowded and when the train arrived people were pushing
and pulling each other rushing to get into the train but Annai managed and
gotin. As the train o pulled away Annai had realised that he was missing his
parents. Annai’s quick instinct made him to pull the alarm chain and brought
the train to a halt. The other passengers realised the situation and with the
help of the railway staff he was united with the parents.

Annai started his education in Skanda and at this time there was not much
of facilities for higher education. This made him to move to Jaffna college
and Jaffna Hindu to pursue his higher studies and enter the university of
Colombo. The Warld War |l started during this time when all communications
were cut off. This made us difficult to communicate with father. Annai was
determined to complete the degree and Amma’s encouragement during this
difficult period helped Annai to complete studies at the university.

Annai joined the goverment service after his education and got married to a
wonderful lady — Kamala on November 22nd, 1953. After his marriage he
served in Ratnapura, Badulla and Kandy. Wherever he was | was graciously
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invited to spend my holidays with them. | always loved to go to his place as
it was a happy home. It was very delightful to see a caring husband and a
devoted wife. It is God's gift (fo a few). Kamala Akka is kind, simple and
unassuming. She never differentiated. She treated all with love and
kindness.

From the day | started work, YMCA in Colombo was my home. As everyone
knows YMCA is a bachelor's home, where you could see all bachelors long
past their marriageable age. This is where Annai came to stay with me on
his visits to Colombo. Annai did not like my staying long in that place as he
was looking for a bride for me. One morning | got a call from Annai asking
me to come to Kandy that evening. It was the Esala Perehara days in Kandy
and | was to see a girl at National Bank. There was a big gathering and | was
asked to see this girl, my future wife. When asked my opinion | told Annai
that she had a pretty nose and | liked her. Marriage was fixed. Here too, my
Annai and Kamala Akka performed the marriage as a parent would.

After my retirement Annai offered his house at Annaicoddai which helped
me to organize the future of my children. During the tenure, Annai and Kamala
Akka made arrangement for me to visit U.K. | enjoyed my stay in U.K. for a
~ year. Thanks o Kamala Akka and the children for all what they did to make
my stay comfortable. After 25 years | still think of late nights where Annai
and Akka keep dinner when | return home late in the night.

Like me, my wife and children had great affection fo my Annai (perriyappa
to my children). He always had been a great mentor like our God Ganesha.
For anything we always consulted him. His advice and encouragement were
great. Even though he is no longer living with us, he will always live in our
hearts forever. May his soul rest in peace in God's hands.

Aum Shanthi.

Appoie
(S.Rajadurai, Brother of Mr Kandiah)
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Family Tree

Sithamparanathan + Aachimuthamma

Paramaeswary Logeswary Vadivetpillai Kamala devi
+ Pathmanathan + Kunarasah + Visaladchi
Vanaja Perinparaj Satcithananthan
Saroja Puvanaraj Sithamparanathan
Jeya Sivagnanaraj Jeyanthi
Shantha Yalini Dhamayanthi
Jeganmohan Logeswararaj
Geetha Sivaarulraj
1h + Kamala devi
I | |
\jantha + Shantha Vanitha Vijitha
livagnanasunaram + Ravindran + Ganashan + Stephen
Jananee Saranya Krishan Atticus
Aarani Roshan Logan
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A Tribute to a Great Human Being
P Rajanayagam™

| stand before you today filled with a deep sense of sadness, humbled and
somewhat intimidated in the presence of the mortal remains of Mr N S Kandiah
who, during his life time, stood out tall and strong like a colossus earning his
place in the hearts and minds of his compatriots by his selfless and absolute
commitment and dedication in the service of the community into which he
was he was born.

My relationship with Mr Kandiah defies definition. Yes, | was his student
when he was a teacher at Skanda Varodaya College. Yes, both of us were
part of and played leading roles in the Standing Committee of Tamil Speaking
People (SCOT). Then he was President and | was Secretary of the Skanda
Varodaya College Old Students Assaciation in the UK for well over 15 years
working together in the pursuit of its activities. Then our destiny for over 25
years was bound together with what turned out to be the most arduous
venture, the uninterrupted publication of the monthly journal, ‘Tamil Times’.
However my life and times and my relationship with him during these years
transformed itself into one which, as | said before, info an indefinable one.

When Mr.Kandiah's children asked me to speak on this occasion, | asked
them as to the capacity in which they wanted me to speak and | was
profoundly touched and genuinely honoured by their response. “Rasa Mama,
Appa treated you like one of us ordering you about just as he did with us.”
Yes, in personal terms, | have lost a fatherly figure and it is in that capacity
| stand before you to salute and pay my tribute and respects to one of the
most distinguished sons of our community.

Mr Kandiah was born on the 7" of September 1922 in Kokkuvil, Jaffna in
northern Sri Lanka. On 1 December 1952, Mt he married Kamaladevi,
daughter of Mr and Mrs Sithamparanathan of Anaikoddai, who stood like a
rock supporting him every step of the way and tenderly caring for him until
his last breadth.

The story of Mr Kandiah is a long and interesting one. Having had his early
education at Skanda Varodaya College, he secured his B.Sc. degree from
the Universiity of Ceylon in December 1947 and the University of London.
Thereafter, he joined Skanda as a teacher in Mathematics and Physics
under the then distinguished Principal, Orator C Subramaniam who had a
special place for Mr Kandiah in his heart. His contribution to the rapid
progress of Skanda transforming itself from a village Vidyalayam to a super-
grade educational institution was invaluable.

In February 1950 he joined the then National Savings Movement on being
appointment as Superintendent in that government institution. Thereafter
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in October 1955 he became Deputy Commissioner in Sri Lanka's Department
of Immigration and Emigration.

In October 1957 he joined the Ceylon Transport Board (CTB) following the
nationalisation of the bus services in the couniry where he worked first as
Schedules Manager later being promoted as Deputy Operations Manager
for the whole island. During his tenure with the CTB, Mr Kandiah travelled fo
London on a government sponsored Colombo Plan Scholarship to follow
an intensive course of training with the London Transport Board from
October 1965 to February 1966.

It was during this period that Mr Kandiah played a leading role in the
functioning of the Skanda Varodaya Old Students Association in Colombo.

In 1970 he, along with many others, lost his job with the CTB when all their
services were terminated following an industrial dispute and it was this
development that changed the next phase of the life and times of Mr Kandiah
and his family.

In August 1971, Mr Kandiah came to London on a Work Permit issued by
the British High Commission in Colombo to work with the London Transport
Board. In the following years, members of his family joined him in London
where they established their future. The difficulties and the struggle he had
to encounter in securing his wife and children to join him in the UK is a story
that is worth to be retold but should await another occasion.

In course of time, number 6 Merton Road, Putney in London became their
home which doubled up virtually as a sanctuary for relatives, friends and
others where the generosity and hospitality of Mr Kandiah and his family
were put to the fest in no small measure.

In the meantime Mr Kandiah returned to teaching in 1972 which was his
forte joining the Hydeburmn Secondary School in Balham, London, where he
taught Mathematics until his retirement in December 1987.

Mr Kandiah with his wife had three sons, Sujethiran, Kuhendran, and
Rupendran, and four daughters, Ajantha, Shantha, Vanitha, and Vijitha and
11 grandchildren, Arunan Vidhushan, Lakshmi, Darshan, Jananee, Aarani,
Saranya, Krishan, Roshan, Atticus, and Logan; and the 12*" is on his/her
way. Along with their sons-in-law, Sivagananasundaram, Ravindran,
Ganeshan and Stephen Fear, and daughters-in-law Anusuya, Manjula and
Sanjee, Mr Kandiah's has been a happy family.

By any reckoning, the children and grand children are doing extremely well
in their professional and educational fields. They have been the pride and
joy of Mr Kandiah and his dear wife. When | visited his home and spent
some hours with him just three days before his much lamented departure,
there was nothing to stop him from giving me a long account of the educati-
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onal achievements of his grandchildren. Little did | suspect then that it would
turn out to be my last personal encounter with him.

All of us are born as individuals and most of us lead our lives primarily as
individuals. Throughout our lives, most of us are engaged in pursuits of
personal advancement and the promotion of the interests of our close kith
and kin. But a few refuse to be circumscribed by this narrow and restrictive
pursuit as their purpose in life. Such people by their actions, contributions
to and sacrifices for the society in which they live, transcend and transform
as institutions. And in course of time, these individuals-turned-institutions
become the pillars upon which the whole society depends. And no one can
doubt that Mr Kandiah was one such person who became such a pillar
during his life time.

Always committed to the service of his community, Mr Kandiah became one
of the key figures in founding the Standing Committee of Tamil Speaking
People (SCOT) in 1977, one of the earliest community-based organisations
to be established in the UK, and which commemorated its 30" Anniversary
of its founding only early this year. He functioned as General Treasurer of
SCOT for two years (1981-1982 and 1982-1983), thereafter becoming its
President for two more years (1985-1986 and 1986-1987).

By his enormous contribution made to the wider community, including his

“religious work in connection with the Arch Way Murugan Temple and the
Wimbledon Ganapathy Temple, Mr Kandiah, justifiably earned the reputation
of being an outstanding community leader

| will be failing in my obligation in paying tribute to Mr Kandiah if | do not
specifically refer to the incomparable contribution he has made to bringing
out the ‘Tamil Times’ for twenty five long years.

The early 1980s was the time when the ethnic conflict was fast escalating
into an armed conflict in Sri Lanka. The burning of the Jaffna Public Library
in May 1981 and the communal violence unleashed in August 1981 and the
sense of outrage felt by most of us was the catalyst for the launching of
“Tamil Times”.

Let me take this opportunity to publicly acknowledge the fact that without
the sustained effort and immense contribution made by Mr C J Thamotheram
as the founding Chairman of the Board of “Tamil Times”, from its inception
until the end of 1987, the journal would not have been born, would not have
seen the light of day, and would not have survived even a few months. The
others, involved at that time in this venture were many like-minded people
the notable among them were, including myself, Mr N S Kandiah, Dr V
Navaratnam, Dr R Thayaparan, Dr Ragunathan and Dr Arunachalam.
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If my memory serves me right, the first editorial board meeting at which | was
appointed as editor was held at 6 Merton Road, Putney, the home of Mr and
Mrs Kandiah. The first issue of “Tamil Times” was published in October 1981.

What was demanded for the continued publication of the journal was an all
consuming effort on the part of those few who were involved. However, it
was primarily due to the strength of the founding principles of “Tamil Times”
and the untiring perseverance and sustained dedication of its founding
Chairman Mr Thamotheram and later that of Mr. Kandiah that ensured the
publication of this journal in the ensuing years.

Following his retirement from teaching, it was in December 1987 that Mr
Kandiah became Chairman of the Board of “Tamil Times” taking over almost
all of the functions relating to the financial management, subscription,
circulation etc.

We could not afford to rent an office and therefore while the editorial aspects
were undertaken from my home, the rest of the work was carried out from
Mr Kandiah's home from where he month after month mobilised his children,
and in later years the grandchildren too, to assist him in the various aspects
of the work.

In later years even when he was in and out of hospital now and then, his
determination 1o bring out the paper each and every month remained
undiminished. He did not hesitate to apply persistent but polite pressure
upon me to ensure that | completed my editorial part of the work in time for
the journal to go into print.

Mr Kandiah maintained and managed the finances of “Tamil Time"s with
absolute integrity and probity. Every penny was accounted for and each
and every year the audited accounts would be ready within two months of
the ending of the financial year to be despatched to the Company's House.
The secret of how we were able to bring out the journal month after month
for 25 years without any external funding depended on two factors — firstly
almost all the work undertaken were voluntary on our part, and secondly
the meticulous and prudent manner in which Mr Kandiah handled the finances
of the organisation.

In the milieu of polarised politics of Sri Lanka, and in particular Tamil politics
characterised by egregious internecine and intolerance of differing opinions,
running a journal like “Tamil Times” genuinely committed to the fundamental
journalistic principle that “facts are sacred and opinions are free” turned
out to be a risky and controversial exercise. There were its well-wishers and
its detractors. Bouquets and brickbats were received in equal measure.

Itis my belief that each issue of “Tamil Times”, published month after month
for 25 long years, will bear witness to the true history of the trials and tribulat-
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ions of a community of people in the teardrop shaped little island in the
Indian ocean, and reflect the fact that in that endeavour the confribution of
Mr Kandiah was incomparably and truly substantial, Of all his achievements
in the public sphere, that contribution represents the greatest legacy he
leaves behind. And no wonder he became widely known as “Tamil Times
Kandiah”.

It will be grossly remiss of me if | fail to mention that Mr Kandiah could not
have achieved what he had during his lifetime and enabled him io serve his
community as much as he did without the dedicated support he received
from his wife Kamaladevi. Truly speaking, she valiantly played the role of
the martyr in her husband’'s cause. On a personal note, | am extremely
grateful for her kindness, concern and hospitality over the years.

Mr Kandiah, a loving a husband, a father, a grandfather, a brother, an uncle,
a friend, a teacher, a mentor and above all a wonderful and great human
being has departed following a lifetime of service o his community for which
we salute him tcday.

On behalf of all of us, may | express our heartfelf condolences to Mr Kandiah's
wife, their children, grandchildren and all other members of his family. May
they have consolation in the knowledge that many thousands of his
compatriots will remember and cherish his memory and his service forever.

-Today let us bow our heads and salute Mr Kandiah in celebration of his life
and service.

Finally this is “Tamil Times Rajanayagam” bidding his farewell to “Tamil Times
Kandiah”

May he rest in peace.

* A tribute paid to Mr N S Kandiah, who passed away on 26 August 2008, at
the funeral on 31 August 2008, by Mr P Rajanayagam, who has been the
Editor of “Tamil Times' of which Mr Kandiah has been a founder Board
member and later becoming its Chairman from December 1987
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Mr Kandiah - A man who touched
the lives and hearts of so many

V. Paramanathan

| feel honoured to write this brief memoire of my very dear Kandiah annai, fo
be presented on this occasion when we have gathered on the 31 Day
Memorial following his demise. | first met Kandiah annai in November 1952,
almost 56 years ago. |, a 10 year old, was standing at the front of a small
crowd to welcome him, the bridegroom, when he arrived in Annaicoddai one
evening to get registered to my cousin, Kamala acca. | was wearing my
national dress and he had taken note of it.

On that first day, all thought Kandiah annai was an easy going, conventional
young man. It all changed when he came back to Annaicoddai the next day
evening and expressed his wish to take Kamala acca out for a drive to the
Pannai beach. Kamala acca’s parents were utterly confused by this
unexpected request. Kandiah annai then had apparently suggested, not
just to appease the situation, but to get his wish fulfilled, that the young boy
who was in verty the previous evening could accompany them. So thus, |
became the chaperon: it was, | would say, a difficult task for a 10 year old,
particularly when you have to deal with two differing people, one a dashing
30 year old driving a comparatively fast, Hillman Minx car sitting on my right
and a very shy 21 year old sitting on my left. Anyway, during their one year
of courtship | chaperoned them many times and | did put on some weight
due to the special treats | got from him. Surprisingly, my seat didn’t change
even after they got married, not until Sujen, their first son was born.

Very soon | came to realise that he was different from the others | had
known in Sri Lanka. He was very much outgoing, had a large circle of friends
and a phenomenal memory for names and family connections. His house in
Anaicoddai soon became a holiday camp. Many Tamil and Sinhalese families
have enjoyed his hospitality there, some of them not once but 2-3 times
during the period 1957-70.

Even in 1970-71, after he had left his job as Deputy Operations Manager,
he never hesitated to help the needy, and | am proud to say | was one of the
recipients of his help. He then took a bold step, at the age of almost 49, of
migrating to London on 25 August 1971, exactly 37 years ago to the day he
passed away. He did not have anything more than the few pounds with him
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when he started life here. | too followed him soon and arrived here on the
night of 4 October. Kandiah annai, as only he would do, was there at the
door of my relative’s house the next morning to wish me and give me
encouragement for my postgraduate study.

Initially, in September 1971 he stayed with Mr Ratnasabapathy at 8 Merton
Road, his 3 sons joined him in January 1972 and he had to work and also
manage the house as a single parent. In August 1974, after he became a
schoolteacher, he bought his first house, the famous No 6 Merton Road.
Kamala acca and the daughters joined him in 1975 and thereafter, it became
an unofficial ‘embassy’ for Sri Lankans who were migrating to the UK. Friends,
relatives and others referred by the former two groups, all dropped in. He
not only gave advice and meals freely, but also in many instances gave
physical and financial help in establishing a sound foundation for the new-
comer to build his or her future in this country. They together formed an
extended family of friends and relatives, which now stretches to 61 countries.
Even though his children were teenagers or in their early 20s, the parents
were quite willing to provide free lodging and food to those who sought help
from all communities of Sri Lanka, boys and girls, some even staying for 1-
2 years. | sometimes felt jealous to see our close relationship getting diluted
by the day due to the continuous extension of his family in London.

| asked him on a few occasions in the 1990s to name the person who had
inspired him to become what he was, but his response each time was only a
smile, the one that endears everybody to him, and which is seen on the
Memorial Booklet that you have been given today.

The term ‘self made man’ is generally used in relation to acquisition of
financial wealth, but here was a man who acquired his wealth of close friends
and relatives starting from scratch, as his father had lived most of his life in
Malaysia and knew very few people in Sri Lanka; his mother had died when
he was young and there were no close relatives who could give him a lead.

In the 1970s, apart from his main employment, he also worked late evenings
and in weekends in varied locations to give a reasonable life for his immediate
family. However, | am sure, an appreciable amount of his earnings was spent
on following his open house policy and making sure others were getting on
ok.

My relationship with Kandiah annai has passed through many phases. He
was initially my big brother and adviser, and at times my father figure. Recently
| thought, as he the old grew younger, and | the young grew older, we were
friends, being at the same cross road. We often tease each other and he
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has laughingly told me on a few occasions that Annaicoddai was a very
fertile land and the produces were of the best quality. He was of course
referring to his seven children and the 11 grand-children. | completely agree
with him. He has been instrumental and a motivator in his own persuasive
way in creating this closely interwoven 27 member family. And he will always
be up there watching over you, and guide you when any of you should be in
need.

| recently asked his brother, Mr Rajadurai, 6 years junior, about the young
man Kandiah. He said that Kandiah annai was a well organised student
while at school in his native Kantharodai as well as at the university in
Colombo and frugal in habits; he took on full responsibility, even before
leaving school, for all his five siblings because of family circumstances and
rarely lost his temper even when the going was tough, but was persuasive
through show of affection.

Many of us depart this world with only the immediate family and a few friends
to mourn the loss but here we have a man who has touched the lives of so
many in such a positive way that his loss will be deeply felt by a great many
people - students, friends and relatives scattered all over the world.

A Perfect Human Being

The news of Mr Kandiah's death shocked and saddened all of us. The
kindness he showed towards our family can never be forgotten. The help
he extended to me and my son helped a great deal to change our lives. No
other person would have done that in that manner. He was a good husband,
a good father, a kind grandfather and a great benefactor for all he came in
contact with. In short, he was the perfect human being. He lived a contented
life, happy and proud of the achievement of his children and grandchildren
and the devotion of his beloved wife. With regards to us, we have lost a
great benefactor and a friend. All of us feel that we have lost our father. We
will always invoke blessings on him in accordance with our religious beliefs.

Premaratne & family
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Mr N S Kandiah was like an Oak Tree
Dr. R Thayaparan

Though we were from the same locality and though for a time we both worked in
the same town in SriLanka | did not personally get to know Mr Kandiah till | came
over to UK. It was our interest and involvement with community activities that
brought us together. After that we became family friends.

There are many trees that just grow, die and decay or turned into fire-wood. Buta
mature Qak tree impresses the on-lookers and also becomes the supporting
structure for an eco-system in its own right. There is a similar tree in South Asia
called "ALA MARAM” in Tamil.

Mr Kandiah was like a mature Oak tree, an ALAMARAM. He was an inspiration
and a secure solid support for his associates. His social contacts within the
community were extensive and he was an encyclopaedia of knowledge about the
members of the community. Many matrimonial unions were facilitated by him.

It is not surprising that Mr Kandiah came forth to be a founder member of the
organisation Standing Committee of Tamils (SCOT for short) set up in the UK to
assist Tamils in Sri Lanka who were and to a certain extent still are in a distressed
-state.

Mr Kandiah was an active member of SCOT helping and organising many fund
raising activities. His contribution to SCOT in its formative years was immense.
He functioned as the General Treasurer for two years and later as President for
another two years. Though set up to help others, the members of SCOT are
human and not surprisingly there were at times controversies, conflicts and
confrontations at meetings. Mr Kandiah's calm and composed demeanour at all
times helped to defuse any heated exchange and cool down hostile attitudes. A
man of few words, his wiser counsel was always received with much respect by
his colleagues.

Others are likely to dwell on the contribution he has made in many other fields of
community activities. His was a life of service to the wider community and | take
this opportunity to pay tribute on behalf of SCOT to Mr Kandiah for the invaluable
contribution he made for which SCOT will be indebted to him for ever.

(Text of tribute paid by Dr. R Thayaparan on behalf of the Standing Committee of
Tamif Speaking People (SCOT) at the funeral)
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Highgate Murugan Temple,
a monumental testimony for NSK

A. Vairavamoorthy

We are gathered here in large numbers to celebrate the life and service of
Mr N. S. Kandia, affectionately called NSK, who was a remarkable gentleman.
And | consider it a privilege to speak on this occasion.

NSK was a member of Britannia Hindu Trust since 1975. NS served as the
Secretary of its Advisory Council, a very important post of the Trust from
1976 o 1977. Thereafter he was elected by the members of the Advisory
council as a trustee of the Britannia Hindu Shiva Temple Trust and he served
as a frustee for 3 years from 1978 to 1981.

In the seventies only a few Tamils were in UK, most on student visas. There
was litile enthusiasm in building a Hindu temple or propagating Saivaism.
The poojas were held in community halls and those participated took these
more or less as get together events, hence devotees showed very little
enthusiasm to donate funds towards the temple project or to join as members
of the Advisory council by paying a two pound monthly standing order.

NSK helped to raise a substantial amount of money towards the temple
project by organising raffles, cultural events and used these events as a
platform to increase the membership of the Trust.

Special mention could be made of the Seerkali Kovintharajan Concert at
Westminster Hall and the Balaschandran Veena Concert that were notable
fund raising events in which NSK took an active part and made the events a
great success. Considerable progress was made during 1976-1979, a 4
year memorable period in the history of Britannia Hindu Shiva Temple Trust.

NSK, when given a project, would systematically plan and organise and see
that the project was carried out successfully. That was his strength for which
he was admired. This earned him a great respect from the members and
from the Chairman of the Trust the late Mr Sababathipillai whom we call with
respect as lya.

NSK and IYA along with other active members played an important role in
selecting a site for building a temple, investigating many potential sites.
NSK was the dominant voice in the committee that selected Highgate as the
best available site for establishing the temple, as it was a centre point in
London.
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At that time no one imagined that there will be so many Saiva temples in
London. The Highgate site was a burnt Synagogue. NSK and his sons joined
with many other volunteers and did work to clear the site.

NSK was honoured with appreciations and prayers followed by a 5 minutes
silence at the meeting of the executive committee meeting of the Britannia
Hindu Shiva Temple Trust, held on Thursday, 28 August 2008.

NSK's unexpected death undoubtedly is very painful to his friends and family.
All of us are missing a great friend, a religious follower, who always had a
positive and optimistic vision of life. Despite this fragedy he is leaving behind
a family, sons, daughters-in-laws and grand children, all doing remarkably
well, and unified in their happiness of his memories.

Finally Ladies and Gentlemen on behalf of The Britannia Hindu Shiva Temple
Trust and devotees of the Highgate Murugan Temple | wish to say to Mrs
Kandiah, his sons, daughters-in-laws and grand children, how grateful we
are for the enormous, valuable contributions Mr Kandia made to the Highgate
temple project and towards propagating Saivaism in UK.

On 10 July 2004, NSK was awarded the title “Samooha Seelar” (Community
'Leader) by the Federation of Saiva (Hindu) Temples, UK, for services
rendered to the Hindu religion, Tamil Language and community.

On 2007, he was awarded the title of “Servai Chemmal” by the Sivayogam
Trust in the UK for his services abroad in sacial and joumnalistic fields.

Highgate Murugan Temple is a lasting testimony for NSK's monumental
contribution towards propagating Saivaism in UK.

(Text of speech by Mr A. Vairavamoorthy at the funeral of Mr N S Kandiah
on 1 September 2008)
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N S Kandiah:
A solid rock of worldly wisdom

C Kathiresan

The passing away of Mr N.S.Kandiah has created a vacuum in the lives of
an incredibly large number of people for different reasons. The most
immediately affected group is his family for whom it is an irreparable loss
beyond measure. To the community at large he has been a father figure, a
solid rock of worldly wisdom and mature judgement on which one could
count when the world is crumbling around you, a deep well of information
and knowledge on which one could draw from the end of a telephone line,
and a man whose every word was a cushion of comfort.

Although his wide circle of friends (including myself) referred to him as ‘NSK’
in our conversations not many addressed him as such out of genuine respect
for a person who they regarded as an elder brother or a favourite uncle in
the Tamil tradition.

There are not many people around us who could be regarded as inclusive
in their relationships with fellow human beings. NSK was one of these
exceptional persons in that he was endowed with this gregarious instinct
which enabled him to reach out to people than wait for them to approach
him. He loved having people around him and they in turn enjoyed his
company. In his earlier days in London he lived at Merton Road, Wandsworth.
His house was always full of people - friends, relatives, visitors from abroad
passing through London and sometimes a venue for meetings! His hospitality
and generosity not to mention patience was legendary.

His ready willingness to help people was limitless. He dealt with others
problems as if it was his own. Nothing was off limits. The word ‘No’ was notin
his vocabulary. If he could not resolve another person's problem himself, he
would draw from his wide circle of contacts to deal with it.

Despite all the responsibilities that go with being the head of a large family,
he found the time and energy throw himself fully into community initiatives.
He was deeply concerned about the civilian casualties of the war in Sri
Lanka. He was a founder member of the Standing Committee of Tamil
Speaking People (SCOT) in 1977 and served as its President from 1985 {o
1987. He remained active for several years as a member of its General
Council until very recently. He will be better remembered for his role of
Administrator of the ‘Tamil Times'. This monthly journal was for over two
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decades one of the few English publications which brought news and views
about the situation in Sri Lanka. NSK, and Mr P Rajanayagam who oversaw
the editorial content, built around the ‘Tamil Times’ a vibrant worldwide network
of readership and subscribers. It would be a fair comment to say that after
his retirement he completely immersed himself in the administration of the
“Tamil Times' until it ceased publication at the end of 2006, may be due to a
combination of factors including the failing health of NSK.

Fortunately for NSK, in all his endeavours, he had the support of his family
- Kamala, his wife, his scons, daughters and their respective spouses and
most importantly his grandchildren of whom he was very proud. He managed
to balance the enjoyment of a contented family life with the immense support
he gave others and the hard grind of community work.

To end on a personal note, | consider it a great privilege to have known NSK
from around 1956 when we first met in Kandy in central Sri Lanka. He was a
self effacing, modest and genial gentleman from a vintage generation. We
may never get to see people like him. Our world is definitely a diminished
place without him.

A Man of Principle and Action

Dr P Puvanarajan
President, Skandavarodaya Colfege OSA, UK.

It is with a deep sense of grief and a heavy heart | pen these few linés about
Mr N S Kandiah, an acknowledged community leader, who parted from us
on the 26" of August, 2008.

Mr N S Kandiah is a very wide chapter. The wide spectrum of his involvements
in his life span applies both to his personal career-building process as well
as to the service to his community at large. He held unique qualities, beliefs
and progressive views which his superiors easily identified and assigned
him special tasks. In this regard, | wish to cite that as a teacher at
Skandavarodaya College, where his career began in the late forties, its
then Principal Orator C Subramaniam who held very liberal views on
education strongly felt that the free education scheme mooted through
legislative measures in 1944 should be within the reach of one and all. With
the view to implementing the scheme to be worthy of the spirit and purpose
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for which it was introduced, the Principal having experienced initial obstacles
from certain backward elements in executing it, the task of facilitating the
admission of children deemed by society at that time as belonging to the so
called depressed classes and hence subjected to discrimination was
entrusted to Mr Kandiah for, he was identified by the Principal as the one
who would implement it consistent with the principles of equality and non-
discrimination. Mr Kandiah was a man of principle and action.

A combination of circumstances led Mr Kandiah to migrate to the UK where
he continued to maintain his commitment to work for his community especially
with the repercussions of the ethnic strife that escalated in the early eighties.
The Tamil Times was a medium through which he spoke his mind out. The
opportunity to gain closer knowledge of him came my way when we worked
together as a team serving the Old Students Association of our Alma Mater
Skandavarodaya College. He was the founder President of the Association
in UK and served in that capacity for well over a decade. .He had a balanced
mind always receptive to viewpoints of others, never assertive, stayed calm
and friendly and had a tranquil mind unruffled by petty squabbles. He was a
mentor and guide to me and could lean on him for his mature guidance.

His longevity in life | would attribute to his beloved wife and loving children
who were so ca'ring. All in all, his outlook to men and matters and the spirit
with which he steered the family is reflected in his children’'s success in their
varied walks of life. We would all miss him and | would personally miss his
phone calls which would normally begin with the words, “| am Kandiah here”.
Nonetheless, we would all cherish memories of him that would remain as a
permanent imprint cccupying a special place in our hearts and minds.

My pleasant memories of this charming man with whom | had the privilege of
interacting will remain for ever. My family joins his wife and children in prayers
for his soul to attain aathma santhi.

e
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&t S gisf BuEEsSeT ST NehFod 1F a6 eUbgaTGareor.

ST 6TET 6T6I) SHEDGWIT DEUTBEHLEOT FMSHSHIOT WUIUSTGOH HDBET
GBI 6TET G 600T(D. 6TETEIEN U SIFFLIEOGS (6D EURINSS HBDODHS
afiesT WY ES P SDOYeTaD.. SMEVEUTTET SIVFT Q. 6 METETHOUED
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BaTaTd geati(h et (heered HITMMTET(H GFOT &TET LET6T 61560
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BT WHETED0S SPYTTGS SBWD &b SATSFUNULE e TSH6T
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OUR ‘NSK’ OF TAMIL TIMES

He and | met merely at meetings

A few times. Fondest fraternal feelings
Flowered and flourished just the same.
With lion’s will and voice, seemingly tame
He served us all, shunning all fame

And quietly made his contribution

For Eelam Tamil-rights redemption,
Becoming reckoned as an institution.

We telephoned each other often times
On business concerned with Tamil Times.
True, TT was edited by engrossed Rajah
But was kept long alive by Mr. Kandiah.
Whenever | think of this tireless worker
| see visions of Swami Vipulaananthar!

As a London degree science bachelor
He'd taught at Skanda, his alma mater
Steered Savings in Ceylon as a pioneer
Served as passports-and-visas controller
And was CTB’'s DOpM, some time later.
We are also aware, for U.K.'s SCOT

As a pillar and chair, NSK had swot.

Sad, it was after...everything was over...
The news crept up and came to my door
That this lofty, luminous, gentle soul
Had days ago, left all in grief, and fled.

He is now gone. His great memories, we got.
NSK's life and deeds should never be forgot!

- Professor Kopan Mahadeva
September 2008
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Most Affable Mr Kandiah

It is with great sadness that we learnt that Mr Kandiah passed away and we
extend our heartfelt sympathies to Mrs Kandiah and their children. We shall miss
him very much, particularly because he was such a friendly and sociable person,
showing sincere interest in the well-being of everyone he came to know.

We have known Mr Kandiah from the 1950's when he got married to the daughter
of Mr and Mrs. Sithamparanathan of Uyarappulam, Anakkoddai, who were known
to our family from long before through our paternal grandparents. Our late father,
Mr Sivasambo, stayed with them when he first started attending Manipay Hindu
College in the 1920’s, away from his native Trincomalee. When we were young,
growing up in Manipay, we knew Mrs Kandiah, Kamala Akka, as a schoolgirl. We
recall our father being fond of her, keenly following her progress from the time she
was born.

As children we remember our father talking about Mr and Mrs Nathar {as they were
known) looking for a matrimonial match for their daughter. Our father was actively
involved in the process and as an amateur Astrologer the pleasant task of examining
the charts for compatibility was his. He was very happy when the arrangements
for Kamala Akka's marriage to the very eligible Mr N S Kandiah were finalised.
After settling in married life, Kamala Akka would often be heard saying that she
had to consult Sivasambo Annai on various matters, especially concerning
auspicious days and times for family events. Over the years Mrand Mrs Kandiah
became our family friends, with the passing of our father and Mrand Mrs Nathar.

We greatly admired the way in which Mr Kandiah, after a distinguished career in
Ceylon (as it then was), re-established himselfin London in the 1970’s. One of us
lived in London then, not too far from the family, and got to know the children very
well. We have always maintained contact with the family. Another one of us, living
in Northern England, never misses a chance of visiting them during trips to London
and the others, all now living in Canada, also make it a point to visit them whenever
they pass through Londen. We were also enthusiastic about the Tamil Times and
appreciated Mr Kandiah's hard work and dedication to the publication, which provided
us with additional opportunities to be in touch with him.

During most of our visits to their lively home we met some of their children and
grandchildren and left them with a glow in our hearts, thinking how well Mr and Mrs
Kandiah have brought up their children. Naturally it shows in the grandchildren too.

Mr Kandiah's family may console themselves with the thought that when he had to
leave us all he would have been rightly contented and proud of his family. May his
soul rest in peace.

Mrs Sivasambo and family
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My Friend Mr Kandiah

| joined Balham Boys School as an English teacher in September, 1975 where
| met Mr. Nagamutu Kandiah who worked as a Maths teacher. We soon
became good friends and | was initiated into his lunchtime Bridge Club and
became his leamer partner.

Asian teachers were assumed to be good at Maths whatever their
qualifications and so | was also pressurised to take some Maths lessons.
Mr. Kandiah was of great help in understanding some new concepts in Maths.
So | was a frequent visitor to his residence in Merton Road where he and his
children were devotedly involved in the preparation of Tamil Times for posting.

One day | saw the Head of Maths working on some Maths problem with Mr.
Kandiah in the staff room. | later asked him what was it all about and he said
that he needed some help to sort out a mathematical problem. In fact Mr.
Kandiah was known as a brilliant Mathematician. He was able to spot any
bright child and offered free after-school tuition to enable the pupil to achieve
A grade O Level by the age of 13. Once he gave up his Easter holidays to
give free tuition to some bright pupils. Unfortunately, Mr. Kandiah always
kept a low profile and the credit of his achievements were announced as
heing the Head'’s hard work.

In 1976, Mr. Kandiah was the first teacher to introduce A Level Maths in the
school to the amazement of the Head of Maths who was himself an O Level.
In fact most teachers were either O or A Levels at the time including the
Head of the school and graduate or post graduate Asian teachers were
undervalued with the importance being put on London teaching experience
as THE qualification of an able teacher.

In the 1980s Balham Boys became Hydeburh School and later amalgamated
with Henry Thornton School, Clapham. Mr Kandiah retired in at the end of
1987.. The parting gift of a cheque was at least three times that of any
retiring teacher which appeared as an acknowledgement of his contribution
to education.

In 2004, on my retirement party at the Professional Centre, Tooting, SW17
Mr. and Mrs Kandiah were delighted to attend and were introduced to the
present Head and Deputy as the most brilliant and dedicated Maths teacher
the school ever had.

Prem Kakkar
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-
i)
sTBIS GHUOLUSEN &HCHINLBIHAHHGD FIHSDBIHEE o GHID
Daammiiuae Dombal, DMUGHST MIPUTHIG UTMhHas Beormns
araMsDDuD NGIIaIheil a7 DASWOTERTI I sTBIsaT Do
SuTmas Brosibhis HATHGI0 STBIGEHDI I HAIDN &SI,
GCadsosstesmar(t USTHEID, FWeHEFIIssT, 0PNH Bay o1 _miG~
LT TSrBlaaTs URIGRGTII_ 2_DaTsrFaaT, Bl LT ey
DEDBIUGB GGM, WOF AUHTIUBISNT, &HipSHhiasT, BIBIHD 01 _sdHa)
>PEVIH SBISHNT HUSIUBIHWT G NETalss
D11y ABshams eIl HOMUBHBM sTBIBsT BBUI 14 FOI0T5Y
BB HEDETHID TN S BBISHTDT U D SNPD YL 1 NG Tafs ik
BYenysrr S'sBTGDIID.

Bhe Beoarapmssny esdndiusrvgds Nasfult 2 gahy
DO L@ o 1D
‘Set [ine Data Ltd” D& amddr® G H
STRIGHSIT TN HE  HoTPasT.

Thank You

We wish to sincerely thank all families, friends and others who joined us
in bidding farewell to our dear father by attending the funeral ceremonies,
sending messages of condolence, floral tributes and visiting us in the last
few weeks.

We are grateful and touched by the extent of the help and kindness
extended to us during this time of our bereavement.

Wife and the rest of the family
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