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Appreciation Attribute to our friend
Dr. Ranjit Rajah

It is a terrible shock and profound sadness to hear that our
good friend Dr. Ranjit from Charleston, South Carolina is here
no more. But, he will be in our hearts and minds until we live
on this earth.

From the day we knew him and his family, we became a part of
his circle by his well-nurtured manner and caring personality
for others. Ranjit, a well qualified British surgeon, moved to
USA in the 1990’s to have a good life and prosperous future for
his family. As a doctor, whenever we see him, he never failed to
ask our health. The generosity, love, and affection have earned
his gratitude and respect among his friends and neighbors.

He was a guiding light for his wife Barathy and his sons
Niroshan and Vibushan. They loved and cared for him very
much and did all duties for him until his last breath. For all of
us who knew and had a friendship with him, his early passing
away is an irreparable loss and unbearable grief. One way to
console our mind is to remember him in our daily prayers for
him to attain “Moksha”.

Nesan Sithaparapillai Sriskanda, Ph.D
Gowsi Sriskanda, M.Ed.

97 King Charles Road

Columbia, SC 29209

US.A.
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Memories of Dr. Ranjit Rajah

My memories of Dr. Ranjit Rajah start from the high school days-
period (1969-1972) at Jaffna Hindu College. He was a very active
young man starting from his school days and continued to be active
throughout his end of life. I became more of a close friend in the last
five years after my move to the state of South Carolina, Four to five
Sri Lankan Tamil families got together during holiday seasons in one
of their houses. During these times Dr. Ranjit shared his knowledge
in the field of medicine with us. He had a caring and loving
personality, which was even confirmed by the condolence speech
given by one of his colleagues of the Radiology Department of the
Medical University of South Carolina. His colleague told the funeral
attendees that Dr. Rajah has taught them how to approach the death
peacefully. In my opinion a very few percent of the human population
have the courage and will power to do so.

Dr. Ranjit has left us with the long memories in a short period of time
that we had the blessing to have the friendship with him. Dr Ranjit is
missed not only by us but also by the Radiology Department at the
Medical University of South Carolina.

Somasundaram Velummylum, Ph.D
Mrs. Rajananthini Velummylum, B.S.

I along with my wife and children express our gratitude to
Dr. Ranjit Rajah’s wife and children in their time of solemnly hour.

May the almighty give all the strength to bear the loss.

Dr. K. Vaithianathan
Family Physician
101-2100 Ellesmere Road
Scarborough, Ontario
Canada M1H 3B7
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Unforgettable memories of Dr. Ranjit Rajah

The English poet and dramatist, William Shakesphere has said, all
the world’s a stage and all men and women are players, they come
and have their exit when their part played. According to him the
phenomenal world is a stage, where we are all actors, and each one
is given a part to play, when they completed their part, they have their
permanent exit. '

In the words of the great Indian poet Rabinthiranath Tagore ‘death is
a journey to no country and no end’. Sat Guru Swamijii Yogar of
Columbuthurai Jaffna district has pronounced that men are mortal,
but the time of death can’t be predicted, and death is hidden under the
lock of hair “wesiewiuflsd srapd  wullymed  wenmaGEIUL BerTen Bl
sraoTpmT. "

Many poets and philosophers have sung lot about death. Death is
common to all, but death that occurs to youngsters and cut short of
their lives, leaving their beloved-better halves, and Kids is very
painful and unbearable.

Doctor Ranjit Rajah’s death is similar one, leaving his beloved wife
Bharathy and his sons Nirushan and Vibushan and his close
associates and relatives with whom he had constant contact.

His lovable way of moving with others, pleasant manner of talking.
still rings in my ears and can’t be taken out. He never talks ill of
others. He never hears unwanted gossips. His devotion to his duty
and affection to his families are unforgettable.

I know Ranjit from his infancy, as his father late Mr. S. Rajah was a
circuit education officer in Nawalapitiya in the Kandy district in Sri
Lanka, where Dr. Ranjit had his primary education at Kathiresan
Kumara Maha Vidyalaya.

I taught English alphabets and he was shining as a shooting star. He
was studious and hard working. I expected him to be a leading
criminal lawyer. Luck had favoured him to be a medical Don to do
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service to the humanity. All his perseverance to serve the humanity
has ended in vain, but the legacy he has left will live forever.

He has been a benevolent contributor for noble causes in his village
and life member of the Peoples’ Association of Chunnakam in
Canada. He was the first Chief Guest with his wife and children to
grace the occasion when we inaugurated The Peoples’ Association of
Chunakam in Canada in the year 2000. '

Memories are fresh in our minds. Ranjit is no more but memories will
always live in the hearts and minds of every one, whom he
associated with.

*Some are born great
Some achieve greatness
To some greatness is thrusted upon’

Dr. Ranjit Raja comes under the first category of people. He has
shown his merit and caliber by his personality and noble character.

For him death is not a fearful thing. He had his last breath quietly.
His passing way is an irreparable loss and unbearable one. Let the
almighty give strength to bear the loss of her husband and lovable
dad.

The only way to console our selves is to include his name in our daily
prayers, and let us hope that his Soul will attain moksha and say
“OM Shanthi! Shanthi! Shanthi!”

K. Thirunavukarasu, MA (Cal)

Diploma in Education (Cey)

Diploma in Hindu Civilization (Jaffna University)

Principal (Rtd)

Advisor & Patron of Chunakam Peoples’ Association in Canada

#301-3380 Eglinton Avenue East
Scarborough, Ontario M1J 3L6
Tel: 416-269-7087
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Ranjit: A Friend & Scholar

I first met Ranjit when we both entered the Faculty of Medicine,
University of Sri Lanka, Colombo campus in April 1974. Ranjit
had entered the medical college from Jaffna Hindu College, one
of the leading institutions in north of Sri Lanka, renowned to
produce some of the leading Tamil academicians, politicians,
and scholars. We became very good friends immediately after
entering medical college.

During medical college, Ranjit was an honors student, and well
liked by all his batch mates. He was well respected by his
fellow Tamil and Sinhala medical students because Ranjit was
honest, kind, well mannered, hard working and always went out
of the way to help his colleges. He was an active member of the
Hindu Students union at the medical college. Ranjit played a
very significant role in the success and popular attendance of
the Saraswathy Poojas held by the Hindu Students union.

Ranjit was a house officer and a senior house officer at the
Colombo General Hospital. He went abroad to the United
Kingdom in 1981 to undertake postgraduate studies in surgery.
Ranjit worked in some of the leading hospitals in the UK. He
trained in radiology at some of the leading teaching hospital in
the UK including The Middlesex Hospital in London and Queen
Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham. On completion of his
training he was elected as a Fellow of the Royal college of
Radiology. Ranjit and I were together in the UK for nine years.
As a friend and fellow radiologist on many occasions we spent
hours together at each others residence discussing radiology,
world politics, progress of fellow batch mates, and life in
general.

Ranjit was appointed as an assistant professor in radiology in
1992 at the Medical University of South Carolina. He was very
well respected by his fellow radiologists, radiology residence,
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- and clinical colleges for his hard work and in-depth knowledge
of musculoskeletal radiology. I was honored and privileged to
support Ranjit for his successful promotion from assistant
professor to associate professor of Radiology at his university.
He enjoyed teaching radiology residents and was an excellent
teacher. Ranjit’s unique teaching skills won him the Golden
Apple for Excellence in Teaching by the Radiology residence.
As a tribute to Ranjit’s contribution to radiology and teaching
residence, the Golden Apple for Excellence in Teaching by the
Radiology residence has been named after him.

When Ranjit was diagnosed with cancer, he battled this
dreadful disease with courage. During this period we had
regular telephone conversations about his illness, treatment
and outcome. It was quite apparent to me that Ranjit never
compromised and always fulfilled his duties as a kind, loving,
devoted, and compassionate father. He also maintained high
professional standards in practicing radiology until he passed
away. May his soul reach its ultimate goal of Nirvana and enjoy
the proximity to God. :

Dr. K. Shanmuganathan

Associate Professor in Radiology,
University of Maryland Medical Center
Baltimore, MD, USA
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Tribute to Ranjit Rajah, M.D.

I have known Ranjit as a friend and as a coworker in the
Department of Radiology at the Medical University for many
years. He exemplifies what I will quote from Robert Louis
Stevenson: “There are men and classes of men that stand above
the common herd: the soldier, the sailor and the shepherd not
infrequently; the artist rarely; the rarelier still; the clergyman;
the physician almost as a rule. He is the flower (such as it is) of
our civilization”. Ranjit became a model for me when he
learned of his dread disease and its poor prognosis. He
continued to work as a team physician and more than
shouldered the burdens of practice with the agony of
chemotherapy. Our weekly bible study group said prayers for
him every week, and felt that a miracle was in progress. Surely
our prayers were with him all the way, and he continued to
show Herculean cheerfulness and courage. Taken from us long
before the usual allotted years of life, we will miss him and try
to emulate what a real man should be like.

John B. Selby, Sr., M. D.

(Emeritus professor of radiology MUSC)
selbysr@compuserve.com
December 10, 2002
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Legacies of Dr. Ranjit Rajah

One Saturday after noon around five years ago we got the sad
news that Ranjit was diagnosed with cancer. It was a sad day
for all of us and ever since among the South Carolina Sri
Lankan Tamil community has diminished. We hoped and prayed
for many more healthy years for Ranjit. We were all surprised
to learn that such a physically active person, who often ran in
the Charleston marathon, could get such an awful disease. We
were proud that Dr. Ranjit Rajah, as a South Carolinian of Sri
Lankan origin contributed so much to the local community.

As residents of the state of South Carolina, Dr. Ranjit Rajah is
one among us. About two weeks before Ranjit passed away, we
were fortunate to visit him and talk with him. He did everything
in his power to fight the dreadful disease. It was a hard fought
battle that was sorrowfully lost on Friday, November 22nd,
2002.

As the only medical doctor in our group, we asked him
questions relating to health issues, and Ranjit would educate us
on the matters. He was a great father to his two handsome sons
and a loving husband for his compassionate wife Bharathi, who
also cared for everyone. He was always prepared and ready to
help others with a smiling face. He was willing to help new Sri
Lankans to get accustomed with the lifestyle in South Carolina.
Ranjith lived a great life during which he became a physician
and served many people including citizens of Sri Lanka,
England, and the United States. He helped save many lives of
those who were unfortunate and sick.

Ranyjit was a kind hearted, loving, and caring friend who will be
greatly missed. He lived a wonderful life and was an honest
gentleman. He was always willing to talk and help others. Even
though he is not with us physically, he will always be in our
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hearts and thoughts. The memories of the good times we had
with Ranjit will always remain with us. We had fun at parties
and get-togethers with Ranjit. All those good times are special
‘memories that can never be forgotten. We will miss his wisdom,
generosity and hospitality towards others. His kind heart will
never be forgotten and the shadows of his past will always be in
our hearts in the future. And we will continue giving our love
and support to Bharathy, Harry and Vibu for coming years.
Dr. Ranjit Rajah is one of us, and he will always be within our
hearts. May his soul rest in peace.

His loving family friends,

Dr. Pon Maheswaranathan

Associate Professor of Physics, Winthrop University
& Shayamala Maheswaranathan, and children
Mithu & Niru Maheswaranathan,

1750 Colony Dr. Rock Hill SC 29730
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Ranjit Rajah, MD

Ranjit Rajah, MD was both my colleague and my friend. I first
met him ten years ago upon my arrival at MUSC. Ranjit
preceded me by about nine months in the department. It
became immediately obvious he had a gifted mind and was an
exceptional MUSC radiologist. He and [ had many
opportunities over the years to collaborate and it was always
my pleasure.

Academicians frequently pride themselves on their ability to
teach. Rajah was an exemplary teacher, not just in radiology,
but in life itself. He taught all people with whom he came in
contact how to face life and eventually death with a quiet,
dignified equanimity. I can only hope that when my time comes
that I can face my death with the same strength Raj faced his.

It is well known that many academicians have over-inflated
egos. Raj was not one of these. He always was the team player.
The Department of Radiology at MUSC has a radiology
resident award called the “Sixth Man Award”. This is voted on
by residents and given to the resident who goes above and
beyond the call of duty in helping fellow residents. From now
on this award will be named the “Ranjit Rajah 6th Man Award”
in memory of Dr, Rajah’s unequaled contribution to the
Department of Radiology.

On a personal note, I can only hope that I emulate Raj in
giving more to this world than [ take. Ranjit Rajah was both my
colleague and my friend.

William F. Conway, MD, Ph.D
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Ranjit Rajah, MD

Ranjit was an outstanding radiologist and an outstanding
person. During his time at the Medical University of South
Carolina, he served as a role model to those he trained, those
he worked with, and those with whom he consulted. He was the
definition of a caring and compassionate physician. He joined
us at the Medical University of South Carolina after
performing in an outstanding manner during his medical
training both in Sri Lanka and subsequently in London. He
joined the faculty of MUSC in 1992 as an Assistant Professor of
Radiology and was later promoted to Associate Professor of
Radiology.

During his time with us, he fulfilled the three classic aspects of
an academic physician: teaching, research, and patient care.
His lectures were always appreciated by the medical students
and residents alike. This was further demonstrated by the fact
that the residents voted him the recipient of the Golden Apple
Award in 1997-1998. This award goes to the attending that the
residents feel is the best teacher. He published papers in many

journals including The British Journal of Radiology, Skeletal
Radiology, and Radiographics.

Most importantly however, was the way he related the practice
of Radiology to his individual patients. Initially, he
distinguished himself as an excellent musculoskeletal
radiologist. Later, when the Department had a temporary loss
of neuroradiologists, he was the first to step in and carried the
majority of the work load in neuro-radiology during this
period. He combined his interests in patient care and research
by developing a new interventional procedure at MUSC,
vertebroplasty. This procedure has allowed many people with
significant back pain to find relief that was unavailable from
other methods.
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More important than his medical skills though, was his
willingness to help out anyone at anytime in anyway. He was
kind man whom all tried to emulate.

Parents always hope their children will grow up to be good
human beings no matter what specific decisions they make in
how they will live their life. By this measure, Ranjit must have
made his parents very proud. There is no question that he also
served as such a role model to his own children. He will be
genuinely missed by all of us who knew him, but we take heart
in knowing that everyone he came in contact with is better for
the experience :

J. Bayne Selby, Jr. M.D.
December 10, 2002
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Appreciation.

We sincerely thank all members of the family and friends who
sympathized with us and provide various forms of support during
Dr. Ranjit Rajah’s illness and his subsequent demise. We would like
to thank the following individuals/institutions for their assistance
during the past few years:

Members of the Department of radiology at the Medical University
of South Carolina for helping Ranjit during his illness, particularly
for accommodating his treatment schedule. In fact, the department
played the role of ‘extended family® during this trying period. Not
only the members of the department, but their family members also
helped us in numerous ways.

Dr. Mark Green and his staff for their tircless efforts in treating such
a fatal disease and providing tender care. Other members of the
medical team including Dr. Rajagopalan and Dr. Baliga for their
efforts in providing necessary treatment at the appropriate time.

Drs. Surajit Bhella, Ommi Hasija and Mr. Thandabani and their
family members for their emotional support and tending to the funer-

al arrangements.

Friends and families of both Harry Nirojan as well as Vibushan for
supporting us emotionally and otherwise.

Members of the Peoples’ Association of Chunnakam in Canada

llaiya Bharathy, President - CTBC, Toronto, Canada for obituary
announcement :

Sincerely

Bharathy Rajah and Children
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