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FIELD WORK CENTRE
OFFICE BEARERS

At the annual general meeting held on 29.12.2G13 the following were elected office
bearers and exco members.

Patron : Mr. S. Uthayakumar
Zonal Director of Education, Jaffna.

President : Prof. (Mrs). S. Kuganathan
M.S¢, Ph.D, Head, Department of Fisheries, University of Jaffna.

Vice Presidents : Mr. N. Anantharaj
Chairman, Urban Council, Valvetlithurai, Former Provincial A.D.E
(Science) :

Mrs. M.Rajaram, B.Sc, M.A(Edu)
Former A.D.E (Science)

Joint Secretaries : Mr. S. Sukumaran
B.Sc, Dip.in Edu ..Former A.D.E (Maths)

Mr. A. Loganathan
B.S¢, Dip.in Edu. MEd

Treasurer : Mr. N.Ulaganathan, B.Sc, Dip.in Edu, Former A.D.E. (Maths)
Asst. Treasurer: Mr. T.Nanthakumaran, BBA, PGDE
Committee Members : 1. Prof.K.Sinnathamby, (Past President, Consultant)

B.Sc., MA (Edu)
. Mr. A. M. Raveendran, B.A, PGDE
. Mr.K.Asokan, B.Sc, Dip in Edu.
. Mr. T. Shanmugalingam, B.Sc, M. Ed,,

= W 2

L

. Mr. R. Kuhananthan B.Sc., PGDE MEd,
6. Mr.V.K Raveeharan, B.Com, PGDE, MEd.(Hons)

7. Mr.P.Nagaratnam, Sc.Trd

A : 8. Mr.T.Balakrishnan, B.Com,PGDE
Editor : ' Mr. S. Sathyanaraayanan, B.Sc, PGDE
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Director of Studies: Mr. S. V. Mahendran,
B.Sc,DDip in Edu, Former A.D.E (Maths)

Examination Committee : Prof Mrs.S Kuganathan
(Chairman}

Mr. R. Kuhananthan

{Co-ordinator)

Mr.S.Sathyanaraayanan
Mr.N.UIaganathan

Mr. T.Shanmugalingam
Mr.T.Balakrishnan
Miss.Kala Namasivayam
Mr.A Loganathan

Mr.S.V.Mahendran
(Director of Studies)

Project's Practicals Committee:  Prof K.Sinnathamby
Prof.K.Kanthasamy
Prof.Mrs.S.Kuganathan
Mr.T.Shanmugalingam
Mr.K.Asokan
Mrs.M.Rajaram
Mr.M.M.Alphones
Mr.A.Loganathan
Miss.Kala Namasivayam

Research Committee: Prof K.Sinnathamby
Prof.K.Kanthasamy
Mr.A Nithiyananthan

Consultants : Dr. K.Chitravadivelu
Mr.Sundaram Devakalala
Prof V.K. Ganesalingam
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Field Work Centre Thondaimanaru

Viston

To Upgrade the Standard of education in Northern Province

- Mission
Promote the teacher student activities on special emphasis

on out of school activities and on formal Education
Science and English medium Education.

History

This center founded in 1968 by a group of dedicated
professionals in the education sector has rendered yeoman
services to upgrade the standard of teaching and
also enhance opportunities for students in field study leading to
research works. The centre had all the facilities to conduct
residential seminars, with fully equipped laboratory and other
all other requirements and was functioning very effectively
until the late eighties.

Thereafter the centre suffered extensive damages ir. infra
structure and all their assets were lost or damaged due to the war
situation. The centre is now functioning temporarily with
limited facilities in the Jaffna Zonal Education Office.
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Examinations

D

Fraud and malpractices in public examinations have
become very common in our country in recent times.
years of toil and energy spent on Preparing for the
examination become waste because of some mad
foolish and antisocial individuals. Parents and teachers
spend years to prepare the children for the public
examinations. the whole purpose of conducting public
examinations which cost colossal sums of money for
the government is lost when people who are entrusted
with the task of preparing the students for these
examinations resort to such corrupt and fraudulent
practices. Examinations are often cancelled and
reconducted because of fraudulent practices of people
who are expected to be very responsible and fair in
their duties. Honesty and fair play are the corner stones
on which the preparation for life, that is education
depends on. The ultimate objectives of education is to
produce honest intellectuals and scholars who are,
knowledgeable, competent, decent and fair in
discerning things in their right perspectives. This is
necessary for the individual and the state.

— IO Newsletter
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Examinations are tests for
evaluating the knowledge
of students and testing and
evaluation are an integral
part of education. Honesty
and fair play in
examinations are as
important as- even more
important than- passing
the examination. This is
because a pass in an
examination is an
endorsement of one's
capacity knowledge,
potentials, capabilities and
worthiness.

There are different kinds
of examinations and they
are conducted at different
stages in one's school or
professional life. The most
common are the
examinations conducted
by the state institutions,
such as the school or the
education department at
zonal or district level. The
examinations conducted at
the end of school terms
annually help assess and
ascertain the progress of
the students. These
egxaminations often
determine the promotion
of the students to the next
level or grade.

There is another type of
examination known as the
public examination. This
examination is also
normally conducted by the
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state, ie, by the
department of examination
which comes under the
ministry of education. The
purpose or the objective of
the public examination
differs from the
examinations conducted
by the educational
institutions mentioned
earlier. Here students
island- wide sit- a
common ¢xamination.
Successful candidates are
issued with certificates
which are very valuable
tor many reasons. These
certificates are needed for
further studies and for
cmployment purposes. For
example, a pass with the
required aggregate of
marks at the G C E A/L is
essential to enter the
university, other
cducational institutions or
technical colleges lor
higher studies.
Examinations conducted
by the university help
students own well
recognized degree
certificates in the field of
their choice. A person
with the highest
educational qualification
has the highest prospects
of selecting a decent, well
paid job.

A public examination,

apart from serving as a

i W Newsletter

tool to assess one's
knowledge, is a
motivating factor for the
students to study and
gather knowledge. This is
necessary to make the
student worthy of the
certificate that he or she
receives on passing the
examination. If people
stand in their way by
resorting to corrupt
practices, they are denying
the students the chances of
gathering knowledge.

Cheating, leaking of
question papers and other
corrupt practices, that
have cropped up in the
examination system are
the result of
commercializing the
teaching activities. Private
tutors and tuition centers
are to be blamed for these
fraudulent practices. Some
of them want their
students to pass by hook
or by crooks, fair means
or foul for personal gain
and to survive in the
business. Education has
become big business for
them. They pay large
sums of money, some
times hundreds of
thousands, to get at the
gquestion papers before the
examination. sometimes
they buy employees in the

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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examinations department
and indulge in illegal

“activitics spoiling the

entire examination system
which is generally
foolproof, reliable and
efficient. How unfair and
unjustified they are ! They
have little regard for the
truly deserving, really
intelligent and hard
working students who are
almost 99.9% percent of
the student population
offering the examination
and the really ambitious
parents of these children.
This has become a curse
for the entire system of
education in the country.
The aim of education
should be to equip the
students to clear these
examination hurdles
through fair and honest
means and face the tough
battlc of life.

There is no end to
education. It is not that
you read books follow
classes or leclures, pass
examinations, and finish
with education. The whole
of life from the moment
you are born to the
moment you die, Is &
process ol learning-
learning the good things
through fair and just
means.
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The Aims of
Teaching English

e ———REE

Language is a medium of communication of ideas.
English hoids special eminence among the world
languages today, [tis not justa medium of communication.
Dhae 1o hiztorical and other allied factors, it has achieved a
utility valuz in the social, cultural and cconomic activities.
This is particularly so, in a country like Sri Lanka which

&1

{185 g

“as reanined its independence after long years of colonial

3
1
i
i

rule. During the

colonial times English

reigned supremc  as
the language in the

— i

courts. medium of education end official administration.

As such it held an extraordinary place in the society.
Today we are an independent country. The aim of studying
English today is different from what it was during the past.
Today we should study English as an international
language that could be grasped easily and as a language
through which we can enrich our knowledge.

- ['WC Newsletter
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You may ask yourself - or
the children themselves
may want to know -why
they have to learn
English. The answer, of
course, is that it is a
requirecment for children
to learn a second language
in school. English is, in
any case, a world
language spoken by 250
million people as their
mother tongue and known
to some extent by 600
million people.

The speakers of English
cover one quarter of the
globe. 70 per cent of the
world's mail is in English
and 60 per cent of the
world's radio programmes
are in English.

It is a language that is
essential for science,
technology and
development and for
trade, politics and travel.
Wherever you go there
will be someone who can
speak English and for
purposes of higher
education, for study
abroad and for an
interesting career it is an
essential qualification. 50
that children wishing to
become sucecessful
farmers will need to be

able to read books on
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improved agricultural the children this
techniques, and those important second
wishing to go to the language and it will be
university will find it uscful for you to remind
necessary and those your pupils of them from
hoping to go into industry  {ime to time. It may be
and commerce will find difficult for village

For every child then who
is taught English the
teacher must attempt to
teach what is laid down
in the syllabus, which
describes in detail what
is expected term by term

that they will be unable to  children to appreciate

manage without IL. these reasons when they
are young but we must

This is the case not only  remember that where

in Sri Lanka but in all equality of educational
the countries of the opportunities exist there
world and those who is no reason at all why a
decide that they do not village child should not
want to learn it are become a doetor or a
cutting themselves off’ lawyer. To say that a
from some of the best rural child is unlikely to
careers that their country  need English is to deny
can offer them. that child the

opportunitics in life that
There are, then very arc rightly his.

good reasons for teaching

———————— FWC Newsletier @
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and year by year. To sum
up these requirements we
can say that children are
expected:

(a) to be able to
understand the language
when they hear it spoken.
(b) to be able to speak it
intelligibly.

(¢) to be able to read it
and understand what they
read.

(e) to be able to write.
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Vou 2 Constructive

Personality?

W hear a great deal about constructive and destruction
criticism, bul this is not the only field in which these two

conflicting attitudes come into play. Day by day, in a

hundred little wavs, we reveal what we are really like,
whether  constructive and helpful, or destructive and
hurtful, Here is a test for you to check on yourself . Puta
tick against the way
react

you would

before turning to the

key attheend.

01.You have an argument with the wife (husband) or
a friend. You cannot agree.

A. VYou recognize everyone entitled to her (his)
point of view. You are not hurt and there are no

i L Sy g
hard feelings.

e [T Newsiefter
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B. You feel annoyed,
hurt, disappointed,
rasentful. It

rankles in your

mind and spoils

your day. You are

quite likely to take

it out on

somebody clse.

(2.

You are poorly and

go to bed.

Al

Awgast 2014

You are as co-
operative as
possible, and not
slow in
expressing your
appreciation for
everything that
is being done

for you. You do
10t expedt
others to run up
and down stairs
more than is
necessary.
You are an
invalid and
therefore the
"most
important”
person in the
house. You
demand to be
the centre of




attention, but
you are more
ready with
complaints and
criticism than
with your
thanks.

03. Your family or
friends want to do
something.

A You it in with
them cheerfully,
sharing their
cnthusiasm. You
are ready and
eager to go or
you pretend to
be.

B. You are not
keen and how
evervbody
knows it . You
hang back
making
everyone late.
You just do not
care about
spoiling the day
with your lack
of enthusiasm.

4. You meet o
stranger.

You are friendly,
soctable.

WO Newsletter

responsive,
prepared to like
him.

You do not
trust him, or
you are sure
he dislikes
you, or you
cannot see that
you have any
interests in
common, or he
is not your
lype- too good
for you or not
good enough.

{3, Someone loves you
very much.

A. You treasure the

B.

[eeling they have
for you, and you
are carelul .0
give generously
of your love and
appreciation in
return. Above all,
vou are gentle
and try not to
hurt them.

It gives you such
a feeling of
power and
importance. And

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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what an
opportunity to try
to manage the
other person's
{ife, to become
possessive and
demanding. You
expect him (her)
to give in to you
every time.

06. You experience
failure or a setback.

A. This is a challenge
which makes you
try harder.

B. You are bitter and
resentful. You
blame other
people and
circumstlances
outside vourseif.
You become bad -
tempered or full
ol self- pity.

07. You muke a
mistake.

A, You admit it
and apologise.
But you see
exactly where
you went wrong
so that you will
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not do it again. B. You do not looks grim. But you

like anyone or cling to hope and

B. You will not anything you courage and keep
even admit that cannot trying to do what you
you could make understand. It can to help things
a mistake, let makes you along.
alone apologise. suspicious and B.  What is the
You just ignore antagonistic. use, you wail.
what has as you give
happened and (9. Someone hurts you. way 1o
carry on like a pessimism and
steam- roller. A. Ttisnot very nice despair. Or,
(You may even but leave it at you are only
deny that 1t that. Perhaps concerned
happened.) Or, when they have with grabbing
you push the time to think it all you can get -
blame on over, they will for yourself.
somebody else. realise that it was _

a rotten thing to YOUR SCORE
08. You come up do.

against someone or Count five marks for

something you B. "War" is declared every tick.

cannot understand. as you do your You should be able to

utmost to get score full marks 'A"

A, This could your own back. '"B" 40 may be considered
mean an This is something  good ;
cxeiting new you will never 'C" 30-40 is
friend or forget. satisfactory.
anotber - 'D" Under 30 is poor.
interest.
Anyway, it isa  10. You look at the
stimulating world around you.

experience.
A. Sometimes, the future

e "W Newsletter
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Field Work Centre -~ Thondaimanary

{Members)

Mrs.Y.5anthirakumar

M. T. Nanthakumar

Mr. Velauthapillai

Mr. ?\asiah Yogeswaran

Mr. A\ Nithiyananthan

Mr. K. Selvan

Mr. Panchanathan Sutharsan
Mr. Arumugam Vengadaramana
Mr. Selvanayagam Sivakaran
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Mr. Subramanium Ponthivakaran
Mr. A.C. George
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Mr.K.Ragavachari
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Mrs. Malini Ragavachari
Mr. A.Thayabaran
Mr.D.A Jackson

Mr.C.Elango

28. Dr.Vaithilingam Yoheswaran

29.
E 30.
31
32.

33.

36.
37

38.

40.
41.
42,
43.
44,
45,
46.
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48,

49,

Prof. Sivakolundu Srisatkunarajah
Mr.Kugathasan Nandakumar
Mrs.Jeyarani Nandakumar
Mr.Gunasingam Mikunthan

Dr. (Mrs) Padmini Krishnarajah

. Mr.Nadesapillai Vithyatharan

- Mr. Nagaratnam

Mr. William Jeyaseelan
Mr.A . M.Ravindran

Mr.Ponniah Aravinthan

. Mr.A.Augustine

Mr.K.Asokan

Mrs. M.Rajaram
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