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‘1 pray Thee ﬁ)r undying- love.

1 pray Thee for birthless state;

but were | to be born again,

for the grace of never forgetting Thee.
Still more do 1 pray to be at Thy feet
Singing joyfully while Thou dancest’

- Thirumurai
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Prayer of Devotion and Surrender to God

O Lord, take my love, and let it flow in fullness of devotion to Thee;
O Lord, take my hands, and let them work incessantly for Thee;
O Lord, take my soul, and let it be merged in One with Thee;
O Lord, take my mind and thoughts, and let them be in tune with Thee;

O Lord, take my everything, and let me be an instrument to work for
Thee.

- Sri Sathya Sai Baba
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Guru Stothram

Mandasmita mukambojam mahaniya gunarnavam
Madhurabashinam shantam sarvabhutha dhayaparam
Bakthavatsalya jalathim paramananda vigraham
Gnananandam prabhannosmi nirmalas gnana siddhaye.

- Tirupattur Namasankeerthanam. Sri Gnanananda Bhajanai Mandali

Saraswati Ashtakshara Mantra

Pratham Bharti naam
Dwitaya tu Saraswati
Trutiya Sharda Devi
Chaturth Hansavahini
Pancham Jagatikhayata
Shasth Maheshwari tatha
Saptham tu Kaumari
Astham Bhramacharini
Navam Vidhyadhatrini | Dasham Vardayini
Ekadasham Rudraghanta
Dwadasham Bhuneshwari
Atani Dwadsho Naamami

Y Patcchrnuyaadpi
Nach Vidhna Bhav Taysa Mantra Siddhiker Tatha
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Guru Mantra

Gurur Brahmaa Gurur Vishnu
Gurur Devo Maheshwarah
Guru Saakshaata Parabrahma
Tasmai Shri Guruve Namaha

Sathya Sai Gayathri Mantra

Om Saayeeshvaraaya Vidhmahe
Sathya Dhevaaya Dheemahi
Thannassarvah Prachodayaath

- Swami Ghandikota Subramaniam Shastri

Gayatri Mantra

Om Bhur Bhuvah Suvah
Tat Savitur Varenyam
Bhargo Devasya Dhimahi
Dhiyo Yo Nah Prachodayat

Aha Mrityunjaya Mantra

Om tryambagam yajamage
Sugnadhim pusthivardhanam
Uraavukamive bandhanath

Mrityur mukshiyama maamritat
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Sai Bhajans

Composed by Smt. Saraswathy Pakiarasa

1. Karthigeya om Karunanithy om
Pankaja naaban maruga om om
Kantha om om Muruga om om
Oraaru muhane sathaa shivan mynthane
Annai Shivakami arul vadi Velane
Sri Sai Shanmuga Saravana bhava om.

2. Maragatha mayil meethu vel thankum Muruga
Maalayan Kaanaatha jothiyin balaha
Maaraatha Karunai emakkarul Kantha
Om Muruga ghana vel Muruga
Shakthi vel Muruga-Sai Vel Muruga

3. Om Muruga jaya om Muruga
Hara Hara Shanmuga Shiva Shakthi bala
Om Saravanabhava Kantha deva (2)
Soora Samhara maayon maruga
Deena Dayala Sri Valli deva

Deva Senapathiye Sri Sai Muruga
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Amma

Humble Pranams at our Mothers Feet

“Mata Pita Guru Deivam” Accordingly our Mother was Mala, full of compassion
and Love. Pita, being strict and steady. Guru, Amma taught us to be humble,
giving respect to elders, being kind to the needy showing love to the sick and
deprived. Deivam, She showed us Gad, our lovely Swamy.

She lived her life in such a grand manner that we looked up to her for everything.
As per her name ‘Saraswathy’, She was blessed by Goddess Saraswathy to talk,
Walk, Live & breath Music, Her Talents & Knowledge in Carnatic music, her
Bhajan rendering were immensely appreciated by millions of music lovers in
many countries. She is a Legend.

We three girls are extremely proud and blessed to be her daughters. We will
always be together and maintain her dignity, because of, how she inculcated , the
importance of Discipline, Dedication and Devotion. She was a living example of
these values.

She even groomed the grandchildren. Her great Grand-son has a lot of
admiration and love for her.

She taught us to take care of problems with courage and confidence. The biggest
treasure she gave us is Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba our Guru and God.

She is with Him now and she will always take care of us from where ever she is.
Love you Amma.
SaiRam

Jeyanthi, Shanthi & Hamsha

A maother is the truest friend we have, when trials heavy and sudden, fall
upon us; when adversity takes the place of prosperity; when friends who
rejoice with us in our sunshine desert us; when trouble thickens around us,
still will she cling to us, and endeavour by her kind precepts and counsels to
dissipate the clouds of darkness, and cause peace to return Lo our hearts.

- Washinglon lrving
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Ammamma Eulogy

Thivyan

On behalf of my cousins and our family, | would like to thank you for coming
today to share in our sorrow, but also to share our joy as we celebrate
grandmother’s wonderful life. Qur grandmother was an incredible woman, full of
love and compassion.

Many of you will no doubt have countless tales of how she personally touched
your lives. We would like to share some of these memorable experiences after
charting some of the milestones of her early life; her journey before she became
our Ammamma.

In 1926, MV Saravanamuthu and Nithyanantham announced the arrival of their
daughter in Singapore. Due to her father’s love of music, Ammamma and her
younger sister were immersed into the world of music from a young age.

At this time, Subash Chandra Bose’s Independence Movement was holding rallies
and as just a seven-year old child, Ammamma was selected to open the rallies
with a song of Unity. Thereafter, she began her formal training in Carnatic music
culminating in a vocal arangetram at just the tender age of 12, performed at the
world-famous Victoria Theatre in Singapore. As part of this training, she not only
mastered the intricacies of the Carnatic classical style of the South but also the
nuances of Hindustani music from the North.

During the enforced closure of schools under Japan’s occupation of Singapore,
Ammamma and her sister spent their time learning Japanese. When schools were
reopened, the sisters had to endure long walks to get to their classes. They stayed
strong, drawing strength from Carnatic music, singing songs to keep their spirits
up.

As a result of WW2, her family emigrated back to their hemeland, settling in the
town of Kokuvil in Jaffna, Sri Lanka. Ammamma was introduced as S. N.
Saraswathy. Her father, considered M, S. Subalakshmi as Ammamma’s role model
and so wanted his daughter to be named in a similar manner. Her father’s
passion for music resulted in a new chapter in Ammamma’s musical journey. She
and her sister were taken for specialized musical training to Tanjavoor, the
birthplace of Saint Thyagarajah. This featured two years of gurukulavasam (which
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is in-residence training with Gurus), rigorous lessons, and even a line of tutors
visiting the house one after the other to give additional private instruction.

Cn returning to Kokuvil, Ammamma and her sister became known as the
Dynamic Duo, performing at concerts and temples together. While Ammama
focused on the vocals, Parameshwari Chinamma Pati accompanied her on the
mridangam. This unique all-girl ensemble that performed both percussion and
vocals was a matter of great pride for Ammamma. Their father also recognised
their talent and encouraged them to perform all over Sri Lanka.

[n 1949, Thatha was charmed for the first time on hearing Ammamma’s
melodious voice. At that time Thatha was a Health and Safety Inspector, which
involved him meeting artists about Performance licenses, We believe he may
have used this as an excuse to meet her more regularly in that strict era of
chaperones. After they were married, Thatha also fostered and promoted her
musical career.

Thatha encouraged Grandma to travel to Chennai, where she completed the
Sangeetha Vidwan course at the Government College of Carnatic Music, Adayar.
Her principal teachers were T. Swaminatha Pillai, Brinda Mukti and Musiri
Subramania lyer, who famously taught Kalpana Swaram to M.S. Shubhalakshmi.
Her classmates included the Bombay Sisters - Lalitha and Saroja. In true Grandma
style, she completed this three year course within just two years and was the first
Sri Lankan to graduate. It goes without saying she graduated with first class
honours.

Returning back home, she taught at the Kokuvil hindu college which was credited
as a ‘Super Grade School’ during her tenure. During this time, Ammamma sang a
Tamil song in the presence of the then Prime Minister Sir John Kottelavala, He
went on to honour her as the ‘Nightingale of Jaffna’, infamously going on to
declare “as long as [ am Prime minister | shall make Sinhala and Tamil the official
languages of Ceylon”

Her career reached a further height when she was appointed the head of Fine
Arts at the Ramanathan College, Jaffna University. Due to political unrestin Sri
Lanka, Ammamma then went on to teach at the Singapore Fine Arts College
before emigrating to London in 1989.

In London her passion for music found new outlets, initially as the Governor of
the London Tamil Centre and then as a Director and Chief Examiner of the
Academy of Fine Arts London. In recognition of her valuable service to music, she
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was honoured with many titles, including “Ezhlisaimamini” (Queen of Seven
Swaras), “Nightingale of Malaysia” and “Eeelathu MS”. She was instrumental in
designing and implementing a Carnatic music curriculum which helped
standardise the teachings of Carnatic music to students globally. Music is
considered one of the nine paths to realisation in the Hindu scriptures. The link
between spirituality and music was fully realised in Grandma, blending into one
joint passion. Music was Grandma’s form of worship and she was ritualistic about
visiting temples. It was only fitting that she taught music to devotees young and
old at the Ganapathy temple every Sunday. In honour of her devotion to Swami,
we would now like to share a bhajan she taught us, sung by Dhanusha.

Dhanusha

Varuvai Varuvai Varuvai Amma
Tiruve Unuvai Varuvai Amma

Irulai Neekida Varuvai Amma
Undan Arulai Pozhindidu Sai Amma

Kalyani Karumari Kamakshi Neeye
Mahalakshmi Matangi Meenakshi Neeye
Varalakshmi Varahi Vishalakshi Neeye
Ulagalum Maye Prashanthi Thaye
Amma Amma Amma Amma

Abinash

The Ammama we knew was very similar to the teacher that you all love. We
would like to share a few stories that remind us of how special she was.

Teaching us grandkids was a delicate balance of having fun with us and
pretending to tell us off when we haven’t practiced. She comfortably switched
between the roles of teacher and grandmother.

If we turned up at her house when she was teaching a class, she would stop what
she was doing to ask “Have you eaten?” to which we would reply “yes!.”
Regardless of your response, she would still shout over the shruthi box “Cornetto
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on the third shelf”, then turn back to her student and ask “why have you
stopped?” Sanchi realised she could use this to her advantage to always warm up
for her lesson with a tea and toast. Thivyan fondly remembers grandma returning
home after a long day at Wimbledon temple, making time to sit and sing for
Thivyan whilst he practised the mridangam, only pausing to make him eat;
experiences that they will both always cherish,

As well as an exceptional teacher, she was also a brilliant cook. Even our mums
used the excuse of picking us up to enjoy the tasty food that was always readily
available. The story goes that she anly became known for her cooking after
arriving in London; true to her ambition her musical career had always been the
priority before then. Her preparations of vendikai, murungakai and soya curry
made veggies enjoyahle for us kids. The consensus is that her poori and potato
curry was the stand-out favorite.

Looking back, we’re unsure whether she cooked us tasty meals so that we would
learn music or if we learnt music so that she would cook for us. Following
through on this theme, grandma encouraged us to take our music exams. On the
day of the exams, each of us would take our notes as well as a separate bag of
food. Our notes were not useful as grandma would grill us on guestions that
weren't on the syllabus and the food was for the other examiners to make sure
they were fed during their long day. Additionally, Ammamma would ensure that
our exam starts top and tail the day so that the chief examiner had a lift to and
from the examination hall.

Field trips on this educational journey were Arangetrams, during the intervals we
would continue our teaching / eating with grandma sneaking us into the green
room for short eats, before accompanying her back to her seat for the second
half. During the performance she would give support to the artists on stage and
she considered thalam as important as sruthi and raga. At the end of the show
one of us take her arm and slowly usher her towards our car so that we could
head home and watch a movie together.

Having grown up in various countries, she enjoyed many different genres like
Kung fu movies, and she was truly fond of a good detective story. Her taste could
be described as eclectic but they were varied, she would watch anything from
The Shawshank Redemption to the Big Bang Theory. She was watching Boston
Legal with an aged Bill Shatner, and she turned to her roommate at the time, my
cousin Sangeetha, and said ‘you know, that actor was in a famous series called
STAR TREK’ she was definitely a cool grandmother who knew who Captain Kirk
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was. In various shapes and forms, we all graduated with her blessings from the
school of grandma.

Throughout her life, she was very disciplined. This was evident, in the control she
exercised over her immaculate classic style. She was always recognised as
elegantly dressed, and as grandkids we were in awe of her modern yet
understated fashion. As grandchildren we may have influenced a few of her guilty
pleasures, pizza hut buffets and chocolate. She would plan her classes around our
much loved summer excursions to the Pizza Hut buffet, including booking the
taxis for our big day out. We never felt rushed when we spent time with her, it
was not uncommon that we would arrive back to diligent students waiting by her
door. Little did they know that Dhanusha’s third helping of ice cream was the
delay.

Grandma was very committed to making time for everyone including those who
called her phone. Little did we know this was the beginning of our call centre
training. As grandchildren we didn't guite appreciate having to answer the phone
every five minutes, take messages and dial ‘1471" if we didn"t pick up in time. I'm
sure you can all confirm that grandma and her “team” ran an efficient service of
answering and returning calls in a timely manner.

Music was not the only fine art she was blessed with, she had a flare for the
dramatic, being a master of expressions and we've all been on the receiving end
of her witty tongue. Those who have started a song on too high a pitch in her
presence, will have experienced the look of ‘that’s not going to work, start again’
or the smile and go with it, you're going to have to fake it until you make it. As
Grandkids we gave her the face of challenge accepted! Speaking of challenges,
here is a version of the bhajan Raghava Sundara in the unique style of Ammama,
sung by Sanchi

Sanchikhai

Raghava Sundara Rama Raghuvara
Parama Pavana Hey Jagavandana
Pathitha Udharana Bhakta Parayana
Ravana Mardana Vighna Bhanjana
Parthi Purisha Sai Narayana
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Sai Prakash

Ammama'’s love spanned multiple generations of students and children. She was
equally at ease talking about dinosaurs with her great grandson, Ishan Sai, while
expounding on the intricacies of a Raga in the same conversation. To give a 3-year
old Ishan an easy way to address her, she suggested he call her g-g-ma, for great
grandma.

My cousins have spoken about her love, her ability to teach and her qualities as a
caregiver extraordinaire. The simple truth is that words fail to adequately
quantify my grandmother. To me, she was the ideal of the learned, the chaste,
the compassionate and the devoted.

Itis said there are four Margas for the spiritual seeker - Bhakti (devotion), Inaana
{knowledge), Raja (control) and Karma (action). Ammama practiced all four. She
exemplified the knowledge seeker - music was just one area of mastery. She
taught herself the Devanagari script so she could read Sanskrit, allowing her to be
closer to the Vedas and shlokas of her prayers. She even learned Telugu, studying
the script and words so she could comprehend for herself the essence of the
teachings of our Sadguru, Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba. That which she forgot
during her career is more than what some may learn in their entire lives.

In her teaching, and in her support for service to society and to any that needed
help, she enacted nishkama karma. In her love for the Lord, the constant singing
of bhajans and the name of the Lord always on her lips, she demonstrated true
devotion. It was her Bhakti that led four generations to encounter a divine
incarnation on Earth, including me, which has shaped my entire life. This
powerful spiritual persona is the reason her presence on stage or off, was
luminous and enchanting. None that met her walked away unaffected - | recall
my wife Pooja, then my fiancé, meeting her and then raving nonstop about what
an illustrious and beautiful personage she was. She had felt as if she had met a
sage.

Let us remember forever what this great lady embodied. Musician, scholar,
mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, teacher and role model, confidant
and comedian, devotee and leader, feminist, independent, humble, charismatic,
fearless, an icon of womanhood.

Tere Dwaar Pe Mein Aao - To your door, | arrive O Lord! We end with a song by
Sangeetha to entrust our beloved Ammamma into the loving arms of the Lord.
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Sangeetha

Sai Ram Sai Shyam Mere Sai Ram

Mere Sai Mere Baba Mere Praan Nath Ram
Tere Dwaar Pe Mein Aao

Mujhe Shanthi Do Bhagawan

Mujhe Shanthi Do Bhagawan

Mere Jeevan Mein Saath Raho Sai Nath He
Mere Sai Mere Baba Mere Praan Nath Ram

s sk iR ek

After long searches, here and there, in temples and in churches, in earths and in
heavens, at last you come back. Completing the circle from where you started, to
your own soul, and find that He, for whom you have been seeking all over the
world, for whom you have been weeping and praying in churches and temples,
on whom you were looking as the mystery of all mysteries, shrouded in the
clouds, in the nearest of the near, is your own self, the reality of your life, body
and soul. That is your own nature. Assert it, manifest it. It is Truth and Truth
alone that is one’s real friend and relative. Abide by Truth. Tread the path of
righteousness and not a hair of your body will ever be injured. Meditation is
nothing else but rising above desires. Renunciation is the power of battling
against evil forces and holding the mind in check.

- Sri Sathya Sai Baba

g deokesgok

Forget not that the grossest crime is to compromise with injustice and wrong.
Remember the eternal law: you must give, if you want to get.

- Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
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A Tribute To My Guru

Sai Ram,

As a young boy, | would attend bhajans in Isleworth every Friday and this is
where | was fortunate enough to meet this remarkable lady. Immaculately
dressed in a sari, with an infectious smile, there was an aunty who would sing
and play the harmonium. Every Friday | would watch her mesmerised, listening to
her melodious voice which oozed devotion for the Lord. Little did | know, that
this very aunty would become my Guru, mother and best friend.

It was after one uplifting Friday bhajan when | came home and said “l want to
sing like her.” One week |ater, | was sitting in front of this aunty for my first ever
vocal lesson. The rest is history.

As time went on, | realised how knowledgeabhle she was and willing to pass on
this knoweledge. | was blessed. Elhzisai Mamani, Sapthaswara Vani, Sangeetha
Vidhwan Smt Saraswathy Packiarasa was teaching me, an ardinary boy.

One day after my vocal lesson, my parents showed me a video from my first
birthday bhajan. There she was, singing the powerful bhajan “Matha Pitha Guru
Bandhu Sakha Hari”, A bhajan which describes the Lord as the Mother, Father,
Guru, Kith and Kin. Hence it was Swami’s wonderful work that | was given Aunty
P as a Mother, Father, Guru and Friend.

Vocal lessons were challenging yet enjoyable. She would continue to motivate
her students in order for them to strive out of their comfort zone. Whenever |
asked her to teach me a particular song, she would never say no. The words “I
can't, it’s impossible” were not in her vocabulary. She had two book shelves filled
with books arranged in no such order. She would be determined to find the book
we needed even if it took her all day.

The lessons became more that just music lessons to me. She taught me about
religion and spirituality, how we should behave in society, values and morals
which | will continue to implement in my day to day life. She was interested in my
life and would patiently listen to me as | spoke to her. Things [ wasn’t able to talk
to anyone else about, | would discuss with her and gain her advice. She looked
after me as her own grandson. The love she had for not only me but for everyone
was endless.
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There are 72 Melakartha ragas, over 400 Janya ragas, 35 Talas, 7 Sapthaswaras,
but there will be only be 1 Aunty P. | offer my most humble pranaams at the
divine lotus feet of our dearest Swami and thank him for blessing me with such
an incredible teacher.

Below is a special poem which was written about teacher by Dr. Sivakumar.
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Akilesh

In the entire universe there is no knowledge more subtle an: elusive. . . Listen as
| reveal this Truth to you: Apart from the Guru, there is no other Brahman. O
Beautiful One, what | say is true, it is the truth. The syllable ‘gu’ is that which is
beyond the gunas — the subtle forces of Creation. ‘Ru’ is that which is

beyond rupa — all forms in Creation. The One who bestows the state beyond all
forces and forms is said to be the Guru

Any place where the Guru dwells is the holy land of Kashi; the water that washes
the Guru’s feet is the Ganges. The Guru is the Lord of the Universe perceptible to
the eyes. Indeed, the Guru is Brahma, the Savior. Water that has been poured
over the Guru’s feet is the pilgrimage site, Gaya. It is the holy banyan tree, it

is Akshaya, and Prayag, the meeting place of the sacred Ganges, Yamuna, and
Saraswati Rivers. Salutations again and again to the Guru.

- Guru Gita as recited by Lord Shiva to Goddess Parvathi - Skanda Puranam
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Mrs. Packiarasa — Tribute

My name is Rajie. | am one of the so called daughters of “Annai Saraswathy

Packiarasa”.

My husband Kumar and | fondly call her “Amma”. We first met amma some 28
years ago when she came to live with Hamsha and Daya in Hounslow.

The word “AMMA” beautifully encompasses who she is.
The first letter, “A” stands for “An Angel”.

She is an angel who came to live across the road from us in 1987. She was an
angel sent from heaven. Her bright beaming smile, her angelic face, her warm
embrace and a gentle kiss was a true gift from God.

The second letter “M” stands for “Magnet”. She had such a strong magnetic
effect that attracted anyone who came across her. She had such power and
positive energy that engulfed us all. When you get to know her you cannot get

away from that magnetic field which was so strong

The next letter “M” in AMMA stands for “Mentor”. She is not just a mentor for
the music world. She is a mentor for the whole human world. She is a humble,
dedicated, fun loving, God fearing human being.

Her hospitality - No one can beat that. Even when she was unable to do things
for herself, she wanted to feed and water anyone and everyone who visited her.
That was her second nature.

She exhibited her spirituality in every way possible. She respected each and every
ones believes. Amma lived a life to the full, mentoring all of us.

The final “A” says it all. She is an “AMAZING Lady”. She is always full of surprises.
She never stopped surprising us even when she was ill. When we thought she
could not move her leg, she would move it. When we think she had difficulty
communicating, she will find a way.

Amma is a very loving and affectionate person. She was loved by all at the
hospital and at Park Lodge where she spent her last year. She was known as the

Goddess Saraswathy, Sara, aunty and amma by all.
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She was a witty person too. Her sarcasm and wittiness makes everyone love her
more. She has a “kurumbu” partin her and can be very stubborn at times too.
Truly she is an amazing lady. “Aayirathill oruvar than intha amma” A God’s gift for

us all.

I quote a verse from the Bible: “I have fought the good fight; | have finished the
race; | have kept the faith” says Paul the evangelist in 2 Timothy 4:7-8.

Itis a deeply moving affirmation of unwavering faith and unyielding love for God.
This is so true for Amma.

Life is Iike a race for us all. We are all running that race. So many land marks to
pass through. Some seem easy and some not so easy. Amma ran the race for 90
blessed years in so many different countries, meeting so many different people.
Age was no barrier for her. She passed the baton on, as she ran the race and
touched so many hearts. She finished the race.

She fought the good fight as she met challenges. Challenges at work, in her
teaching carrier, her family life and also her health.

Through all these she kept her faith. Her focus was always on her God and she
lived her life to the full. She was a living example of a true disciple.

I thank the Almighty God for giving me and my family such an opportunity to
know AMMA and experience her warmth of affection and love. | cherish all those
moments and try to follow in her footsteps.

I'am sure all of you who are here to pay your last respect to an “Amazing Angel”
will have no hesitation in thanking God for her life and asking for her soul to rest

in peace.

May God grant you all peace and comfort at this sad time, but give you all a
grateful heart for AMMA’s life.

Amma! Kumar is not in person here today, but he is with us in spirit, thoughts
and prayers.

Thank you Amma for all what you have been for us. May your soul rest in peace.
We love you and we will miss you.
Rajie and Kumar
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Mrs Packiarasa - A Tribute

It is a sad day for not only for us but also for all the Carnatic music Lovers all over
the World. Her contribution to Carnatic Music spans for a period of eight decades

which is record unparalleled in the history of Carnatic musicians.

| have heard lot about her from my young days and | was fortunate to meet this
wonderful lady when | visited Singapore in 1986. | went to Singapore Fine arts to
meet her and invited her to come to London. She arrived in London in 1987 as
head of the Music Department at West London Tamil School. Later in 1989 she
moved to the London Tamil Centre again as the head of the Music Department

and Fine Arts.

I still remember her first concert in London in Oct 1987 and that was the first
time | listened to her as well. Her performance exhibited an amazing revelation of
the range and vitality of the highly conservative but rich classical traditions of
Carnatic music. | was mesmerised particularly by her elaboration of the Thodi
Raga at the said concert. Her scholarly attribution was admired and appreciated

by all the rasikas.

| had the opportunity of moving closely with her since 1987. She is a versatile
teacher, brilliant singer, composer and a willing learner. She breathed music,
dreamt music and lived for music. Her dedication to Carnatic music was second
to none. Her success as a performer is partly due to her hushand. | have
personally witnessed her practising various pieces before a concert. The final
selection of the pieces was always done by her husband late Mr Packiarasa. She
never objected to his selection of the pieces because he too was a good rasica of

Carnatic music.

Her ability as a teacher was amply demonstrated in various arangetrams of her
students. In the arangetrams it will be a treat to watch her students performing.
At the end of an arangetram one gets a feeling of listening to good music from a

professional artist.
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Her style of examining was unique. She is very friendly with the candidate, makes
them very homely and gets the best out from the candidate. But the examination

was always very through.

The way she moves with fellow teachers is again unique. Even if she is angry with
anyone she does not show any emotions .She gets round them by peinting out
the mistake in a subtle manner so that no one takes any offence with her In short

she is a Wonder lady to know.

When she retired from London Tamil Centre in 1994 the London Tamil Centre

honoured her with the title Earl [sai Mamani
Her demise is a great loss for the world of Carnatic Music.

We the members of the London Tamil Centre, Academy of Fine Arts London and
the Carnatic Rasikas extend cur sympathies to her family and pray that her soul

rest in peace

Dr Ratnam Niththyananthan

Your Mum

For your mum was very precious,
Who always gave her best,

But now the time has come for,
Her to take a well earned rest

But she’s only crossed a little bridge,
Not too far away,

And every time you close your eyes,
You'll hear her gently say

My heart will never leave you,

If you call me, | will come,
I'm forever watching over you,
With all my love

Martha Moran
Manager
Park Lodge House
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My unforgettable memories

| was first introduced to Mrs Packiarasa by Dr Nithy in 1993 for a radio interview
on Sunrise Radio. At the interview she told me about her awe inspiring career
and achievements in Carnatic music and about her ardent devotion to Bhagavan
Satya Sai Baha.

Subsequently in 1995 when Dr Nithy introduced me as the Administrator for
Academy of Fine Arts | began working directly with Mrs Packiarasa whom |
started to call and refer as Teacher. From the first moment | interacted with
teacher we hoth had a mutual fondness for each other.

When | first spent a couple of days preparing question papers for the exams
under her guidance. While preparing the guestions with her | realised | was
learning the Carnatic Music theory hehind each question. She would discuss the
answers of all questions in detail and also touch on related subjects as well. Thus
began my learning lessons of the intricacies of Carnatic music while discussing
the guestion papers and the Academy syllabus over the past 20 years - till last
October.

Teacher was a walking encyclopaedia not only of Carnatic music but also of all
South Indian performing arts including Bharathanatyam and amazingly even of
Western music. She opened the doors of music to me to which | am ever so
grateful. My interest in music has grown leaps and bounds over the years and am
still studying it thanks to her guidance.

My sister Yogini brought the Pannisai syllabus to be examined under the Academy
of Fine Arts. | sat with teacher and my sister at the discussion of the Pannisai
syllabus. | was amazed at teacher’s knowledge of Thevarams, Thiruvasagams and
the Thirumurais. Her knowledge at the Teacher’s Diploma level was awesome.

The Madras University representatives visited London in 2001 and discussed with
teacher on all of our syllabuses. They were so impressed by teacher’s knowledge
and by the syllabuses that she had created for the Academy examinations and in
2002 granted the official recognition of Academy’s Teacher’s Diploma for higher
education in the Madras University.

Teacher brought in the Audio Visual element to the examination syllabus, which
she said would enhance the general knowledge of the subject and give the extra
marks to the student. Teacher also brought in the Scrap book element to the
exams and she called it the student’s journal. These are pioneering elements in
the field of Carnatic music exams which | think no other Carnatic Music
examining body has.
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Last October before my long trip abroad, | sat with teacher and went through the
Academy’s syllabus. She went through each grade and made changes to the
syllabus. She also gave me the topics for Teacher’s Diploma exams. That was the
last time [ sat with her and learnt some Carnatic music theory while discussing
topics.

Teacher’s passing has created a big void not only in my life but to the world of
Carnatic Music. | will miss her voice and her telephone calls and her valuable
advice. Like all who knew her she will be sorely missed by my sister Yogini and
myself.

Jana Ratnasabapathy

It was beautiful As long as it lasted
The journey of my life | have no regrets
Whatsoever save The pain I'll leave behind.
Those dear hearts Who love and care...
And the heart strings pulling At the heart and sole...
The strong arms That held me up
When my own strength Let me down.
At every turning of my life
| came across Good friends,
Friends who stood by me Even when the time raced me by.
Farewell, farewell My friends
I smile and Bid you goodbye.
No, shed no tears For | need them not
All I need is your smile.
If you feel sad Do think of me
For that's what I'll like.
When you live in the hearts Of those you love
Remember then You never die.
- Rabindranath Tagore
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A Tribute to Amma

We have come here today to remember the life of Mrs Saraswathy Packiarasa,
our dearest friend, musical genius, a mother to all and a true Guru.

My mother first met Amma (as we fondly called her) in 1981, when our beloved
Bhagavan 5ri Sathya 5ai Baba held the first Overseas Balvikas Teacher Training
Session in Prashanthi Nilayam. It was an exciting and uplifting three days for all
who attended and, on the topic of Group Devotional Singing, Amma was there -
demonstrating the practical side of bhajan singing. My mother had the chance to
meet her and listen to her wonderful experiences with Swami, and she soon
realised that, although Amma was indeed a great musician, she was also
incredibly humble, devoted to Swami and a wonderful teacher.

Years later, my parents met her in London, when she came to visit the Shree
Ghanapathy Temple. And, when they heard that she had now settled in the UK,
they immediately asked her to begin music classes at the Temple. At that time
there were many children who wanted to learn but my parents had not been able
to find the right vocal teacher. When she agreed, she made the children, parents
and devotees so happy and grateful, that a teacher of such high calibre was going
to teach the children at our Temple. And so, we began our wonderful musical and
spiritual journey together.

Her passion and love for music was something she communicated to her students
through her own example, amongst many other great life lessons that she gave
them. I felt very blessed that both my children had the grace to have Amma as
their first guru in Carnatic vocal, and their love and wonderful memories of her
have ensured that she will always have a special place in their hearts.

Everyone at the Temple came to appreciate her ability to inspire and lead,
especially during Navarathri Celebrations, when my father even delayed the 8pm
Pooja time, so that her students could finish a complex piece that they had
practised long and hard to master, especially for the festival! And so, when she
and the other senior music teachers came to us with the idea of organising an
annual Thiagarajah Utsavam in the Temple in the year 2000, we were absolutely
delighted and gave our whole-hearted support. This type of programme had
never been done in a Temple in the UK before, and there were many who said it
would never succeed, that no professional musician would come to sing just one
song and then go. But Amma and the other senior teachers refused to listen to
such negative comments. Throughout, Amma’s devotion to God, her positivity
and belief in the power of music kept everyone going. And on the day, we
watched with astonishment and unbounded joy as professional musicians from
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all over the country joined students at the Temple to pay homage to one of the
great founders of Carnatic Music. And, 16 years later, this annual music festival
goes from strength to strength, thanks in no small measure to Amma’s inspiration
and constant support.

Years ago in the Sai Mandir, we produced a bhajan tape called Sai Geetham.
Pullavar Sivanathan wrote the wonderful lyrics and Amma set the words to music
for these unique and beautiful Tamil bajans. She worked tirelessly with us
youngsters from the centre, many of whom had little or no Carnatic training, to
create beautiful melodies that still resonate in our hearts today. Many of us who
sang those bhajans are now married with our own children. And the love, care
and patience she exhibited whilst teaching us, are lessons that have helped us
throughout our life, as we pass those life skills onto future generations of
children at the Temple. Even Swami appreciated her efforts by calling all those
involved in the production of the tape and, in front of all of us, He took the first
tape as a blessing with a beautiful smile.

Amma also was of invaluable help during successive national Sai Mahima dance
drama programmes that were performed in front of our beloved Lord. Always
there to check the singers and offer advice on suitable ragas or songs to fit the
music and dance created. Always, with that unforgettable sweetness of character
and gentleness of spirit that was so much a part of her and her teaching.

We have been privileged to watch many Arangetrams of Amma’s students. The
amount of support she gave to them, not only musically, but to cope with
nervousness and stress, was a joy to behold. Each of us, in some way, had been
touched by her generosity, her love and her passion for music. Her years of
experience on the stage, her complete lack of ego, and her absolute devotion to
God had won the hearts of so many people around the world. She typified all
that is a true Guru. She was never motivated by money — but simply by the wish
to pass on her knowledge and love for Carnatic music to our future generations.
Many parents came and teld us how much they admired her as a teacher and
also as a human being. Many said that she had given their children extra
coaching at home and refused payment, that she gave her time and knowledge
freely, without thought of material gain. She would always be there to help our
devotees, coaching them for performances and for bajan singing. And she
worked tirelessly to encourage those who wished to learn, regardless of their
status or cultural background, believing that God had given her certain talents
which she, in turn should give to others, in His name. She was a true Guru and
will always be so, in all our hearts.

She retired from teaching at the Temple in 2003, soon after the 4" Thiagarajah
Utsavam, when she made Sai Ganesh sing the Ghanapathy composition at the
beginning of the Utsavam with her — a rare and beautiful opportunity and one
that will stay in our memories forever. We were blessed to have this wonderful
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lady as a teacher at the Temple for more than 15 years and words cannot express
the love and gratitude we had for this wonderful soul, whose faith and devotion
shone through her thoughts, words and actions. Her gift as a teacher extended
not only to her 1000’s of Carnatic Vocal students, but also to the countless
number of bajan singers and Sai children who have benefited from her wisdom
and been inspired by her loving guidance throughout the years.

Her faith in Swami shone through in all her actions, and He blessed her with
loving children and grandchildren, who were always such an important part of
her life — a living testament to a very special mother and grandmother. Some of
her students have gone on to become professional singers and instrumentalists,
Others may not have continued in the field of music, but have gone on to
succeed in many other fields of achievement. But all will remember the way that
this very special soul had touched their hearts in many different ways and
brought the beauty of Carnatic Music and our rich heritage to life for them.

In her later years, although her body became very frail, her spirit stayed strong
and vibrant and her love for Wimbledon Ghanapathy overcame all limitations, as
she made her family bring her from across London to be part of our
Kumbhabishekham Celebrations last year.

When we last went to see her, in May this year, tears of joy and recognition came
to her eyes, She indicated her body, which had become thin and wasted, but her
eyes were still bright and she was able to convey so much by her wonderful
expressions on her face. The stare she used when she pretended to be angry, the
raised eyebrows when she pretended to be surprised, the twist of her lips and
that twinkle in her eye when she was going to say something controversial, had
us laughing and crying at the same time. In a frail voice, she asked each of us to
sing. And, when emotion made us forget the words, she continued to sing for us!
She even got one of her wonderful carers to bring special hiscuits for Sai Ganesh,
as she had always done, asking him to eat properly and not to forget his singing
and miruthangam. And throughout the time that we were with her, until the
very end, her fingers beat the rhythm of Aathi Thalam, constantly, echoing the
beat of her heart, and her very breath. She was a beautiful soul, that was born
with music as her life force and gave that gift to all of us, to continue her legacy
for generations to come. Until the very end, she was, and always will be, a true
Guru to us all.

Geetha Maheshwaran
- Wimbledon Ganapathy Temple

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



FIHI5 GCILIPIS

hodl eureveud] LnsHwrrer geuismer 1983 e sarsE Qsfn. il
SISTIDIED, BHAGID HRUTSEBL etpne ksl spust gyl sv Clevrepeni’uie
(SIFS) oy AMwirasmie GmnE S L.

SeTEEHSE Carub aunhgl Brem LTT5 565 Beovenso. LT (B SO augslD I eI,
wreTailsd srenss GalLnaib sECatasions Qanssls Gan@urissr.

SuTeEnsE Hapw £isgmensst UL b, Wl amss Col Lnaybd SWRsTneD
2 L Geor Qaneusdls Qanmiiiumisar.

1983 (pge, 1987 susor genns Al BmbSems Lnss (Pl ).

el g om snhdl el w Benpaisner Coustor(RHCneir.

sremr&@iq R Sl siseoorepi 54

The whole secret of existence is to have no fear.

You will not be punished for your anger, you will be punished by your anger.

If the problem can be solved why worry? If the problem cannot be solved
worrying will do you no good.

There is no path to happiness: happiness is the path,

Thousands of candles can be lit from a single candle, and the life of the candle
will not be shortened. Happiness never decreases by being shared,

- Gauthama Buddha
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Nightingale of Jaffna

On behalf of Kokuvil Hindu College Old Students Association | would like to send
this tribute message to Mrs Saraswathy Packiarasa’s Memorial celebration. Krishna
Baghavan in Bahavath Githa says if there is birth, then the death will be certain, but
we are not sure when it will happen. We have enough choices in our activities and
we can postpone them if we wish but we have no choice in regard to our last journey.
Sri Sathiya Sai Baba said death is not a deplorable event; it is the journey’s end. The
owner getting out of the car when the time is out and goal is reached.

Body is mortal but the Athma is immortal and it attains moksha when it has
exhausted its Karma. This is what we Hindus believe. We all have to exhaust our
Karma by serving God. Thirumoolar Thirumantram says serving our fellow being is
the best service to God.

This is what our late Saraswathy Packiarasa did by parting her knowledge to many
others till her last days of her life in this world.
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Let us follow her footpath and serve the people in whatever way we could.

May her Soul rest in peace in the Lotus Feet of Sri Sathiya Sai Baba
Om Shanthi

Dr. P. Arumugaraasah
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Though learning none hath he, yet let him hear always:
In weakness this shall prove a staff and stay
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To You of Swami’s Thoughts...

Aum Sri Sai Ram

Om Bhur Bhuvah Suvah
Tat-Savitor Varenyam
Bhargo Devasya Dhimahi
Dhiyo Yo Nah Prachodayaat

Om Sai Eeshhvaraya Vidmahe
Sathya Devaya Dheemahi
Tanna Sarva Prachodayat

Om Tryambakam Yajaamahe
Sugandhim Pushti Vardhanam
Urvaarukamiva Bandhanaath
Mrityor Muksheeya Maamrutaath
Om Hreem Namah Shivaya

‘Life is like a dome of many coloured glass, which stains the white radiants of
eternity until death trembles it to fragments glass’ to fragments’ said the poet in
his wisdom and went away. Thinking essentially denotes the awareness of
something not directly presented to the senses.

In moments of pleasant idle reverie, you experience certain thoughts passing
through your mind that resonates, rebounds, reverberates, resounds and
reminds you of particular events which leave behind some holy, holistic
memories to cherish and relish for many many times to come. Many and many
are called on earth by the LORD and few are the chosen ones by Him, He creates,
He sustains and He separates. It is His Divine play and display. In moments of idle
reverie, you transgress through many events of life, that lingers, persists,
promotes the feelings of joy and harmony for many times for retain and relish.

In accordance with the tradition of the Vedic Postulates and Pronouncements, it
is really incumbent for every Hindu to live and follow his or her way of life on
earth to create harmony and peace on earth and personally promote confidence
and end in contentment to life and soul. It is obligatory and necessary for
everyone to evolve and finally become Light and merge with Light, This
phenomena of Light merging with Light is explained by Bhagawan BABA, as the
duty of everyone born on earth to act and live.

Swami has in His message propagated through everyone and declared that
wherever you may be on earth, you are an integral part of the Cosmic Brahmam —
Bhagawan BABA. You are asked to perform your duty as you see it, and do it with
your might and He has assured that, He would do the needful for you and
everything would be added and granted to you unasked. What a grand
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proclamation, and assurance, to His devotees. So let us be ever happy and live in
contentment to attain glory in life.

Of all the mantras the Gayathri Mantra is called the Queen of mantras Lord
Bhagawan BABA had universally declared to each and every human born on earth
to chant the Gayathri Mantra at least three times minimum daily during Sathwik
period of the day. The whole universe is composed of the three attributes called
Sathwik, Rajasik and Tamasik, qualities. Everything beginning with from Day
onwards is divided into these three qualities. The day has twenty-four hours
divided into periods of Sathwik, Rajasik and Tamasik times. Sathwik time is eight
hours of the day, Rajasik time is eight hours of the day and so is Tamasik time
eight hours of the day. Furthermore, Sathwik time eight hours of the day is again
divided into two periods of four hours each in the morning and evening. The
morning time frem 4am to 8am and evening time from 4pm to 8pm are Sathwik
times, moments conducive for prayer and practice. The Sathwik morning time
ranges frem 4am to 8am during confluence of night to day, and in the evening it
commences from 4pm to 8pm during confluence of day to night. So the Lord has
commanded you to recite and chant the Gayathri mantra during this holy divine
times of Sathwik period with faith and devotion. Once you continue this practice
for many mandalas of time, the Lord bestows on you the Divine grace of Savithri
and Gayathri has now evolved to divine Savithri. Everyone knows the
commanding powers of Savithri demanding the life of Sathiavan from the hands
of God of Yama. Further continuation of chanting the Gayathri Mantra evolves
SAVATHRI to be the Consort of Brahma. Thus you become Brahamin. Blossoming
to this magnitude of glory and to be born as Saraswathy is a divine fortune and
as the poet had mentioned some are born great and some achieve greatness.

Saraswathy Packiarasa was blessed to be born great and follow the footsteps of
Bhagawan along the pathway of music and bajans, which she showered all her
way in her voice of melodity to merge with the LORD on the dawn of Guru
Poornima. A great blessing of the LORD Bhagawan BABA to Saraswathy Packiarasa
in merging.

We may conclude saying Saraswathy’s Pathways to Packiam merging on Guru
Poornima with SAl.

ASATHOMA SATH GAMAYA
THAMASQO MAJYOTHIR GAMAYA
MRUTHYOR MA AMRUTHAM GAMAYA

Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti

SAMASTHA LOKAH SUKHING BJAVANTU
SAMASTHA LOKAH SUKHINO BIAVANTU
SAMASTHA LOKAH SUKHINO BJAVANTU
Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti

Anban. Ram Bala Balasundram {Canada)
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yajna-dana-tapah-karma
na tyajyam karyam eva tat
yajno danam tapas caiva
pavanani manisinam

TRANSLATION
Acts of sacrifice, charity and penance are not to be given up but should be

performed. Indeed, sacrifice, charity and penance purify even the great souls.

etany api tu karmani
sangam tyaktva phalani ca

kartavyaniti me partha
niscitam matam uttamam

TRANSLATION
All these activities should be performed without any expectation of result. They

should be performed as a matter of duty, O son of P[tha. That is My final opinion.

Bhagavad-gita.

Chapter 18:v5 & 6.
Conclusion-The Perfection of
Renunciation
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Thank you.....

The family members of late Smt. Saraswathy Pakiarasa extend their
heartfelt appreciation and sincere thanks to all medical, nursing and
other health care professionals of Kew Ward, Marjory Warren Unit
(Stroke Unit), West Middlesex Hospital Isleworth, Park Lodge staff and
management, general practitioners and clihic staff of the local practice
and pharmacists who generously devoted their time and patience by
unselfishly caring for their dear departed.

They also wish to thank the students of our beloved, many music and
art lovers, Satya Sai devotees and all the wonderful people from far
and wide who helped them in their hour of need.

They also sincerely thank one and all, who attended the funeral, who
sent messages of sympathy and words of comfort, floral tributes and
for all their support during the time of grief.

Most importantly, they extend their grateful thanks to all the relatives
and friends who willingly extend their hands in help and support
during our dear departed’s days of iliness and now during these very

traumatic days.

Om Nama Sivaya.

Jeyanthi-Siva
Shanthi - Arul
Hamsha- Daya

74, Sixth Cross Road, 13 Durham Avenue
Twickenham, ' Heston

Middlesex Middlesex

TW2 5PD TWS5 OHG
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