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Mrs. Saraswathy Sithamparampillai passed away
peacefully in her sleep on 24rd February 1997. Mami, as she was
to me, will remain in my memory as a lady of great character,
integrity and diginity. Her modesty and contentment with things
in life concealed a very sharp mind.

I have always admired her for her courage and determina-
tion with which she had brought up her sons who are testimony
of her wisdom and strength of character. She was a quiet pious
person who instilled the right attitudes and values in her sons and
helped them to achieve great heights in their carriers and successs
m their lives.

She was very thoughtful, kind hearted and generous per-
son who would go out of her way to help others, but never liked
to trouble other people for her own needs.

It was truly a great consolation to her family to witness the
many sympathizers who came to pay their last respects to her.

-KAMALA MAHADEVA
London

* %k ok K

We are shocked to hear about Mami's sudden passing
away. Weneverexpected her toleave all of us. Shelooked healthy.
She was able to participate in all the work and conversation. We
remember her as a very gentle soft spoken lady with full of
wisdom and intelligence. She has always given the right advice to
people when it was needed.

We came to know Mami about 25 years ago when my sister
married her elder son. Right from the beginning she impressed us
as a very affectionate sensible and intelligent lady.

Inspite of being widowed atarelatively young age, she was
able to guide and educate her two sons who are occupying very
important positions in their chosen fields.

She was always available to help and support her friends
and relations who needed it. Her wisdom and knowledge were a
source of inspiration to others and she shared these qualities with
others.
May her sow rest in peace
-Dr. THEVARAJAKONE AND (Mrs) Dr. RAJALAKSHIMI

London
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Heard the demise of your beloved mother over the SLBCI am
deeply grieved. Please accept my deepest sympathies.

She is a very simple and god-fearing lady. She has been loved
by all and all the people (specially of Navatkuli) loved her, I can
still remember her smiling face. Last time when I met her, she
inquired about the health of each and everybody of
Navatkuli. She never failed to inquire about the condition of
Siththyvaniyagar Temple. Do not worry, she will be safe in the
Kingdom of Lord Siva.

- 5. SATGURUNATHAPILLAI
Ranee Vasam, Navatkuly
ok sk ok ok
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The sudden and the least expected but most peaceful pass-
ing away of Mrs. Saraswathy Sithamparampillai has created
vacuum in her family.

Fate played its role against her in the early years of her life.
She lost her loving husband when she was just 34 years of age and
had to bear the burden of bringing up her two sons.

She faced the challenges and shouldered her responsibili-
ties with determination and courage.
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The academic and professional accomplishments and the
career elevation of both her sons are no doubt the hard earned
success of her dedication and commitment in life.

And in the later part of her life she had led an absolutely
contented life. It would have been proud moments for her to see
her elder son as a senior banker in the society while giving his
invaluable contribution in the field of education computer tech-
nology in particular.

She would have been equally proud to see her younger son
as an administrative officer in Switzerland.

The well being of her daughters-in-Law and the grand
children has undoubtedly added to her comforts of mind. But her
unfailing smile of contentment on her face always depicted her
simplicity and virtues.

Personally, Imiss the kindness and affection that she show-
ered in me. Deep down in my heart I suffer an unbearable pain
when I recall the generosity Mrs. Saraswathy Sithamparampillai
used to show in receiving and entertaining guests or even stran-
gers at her home. 2

The only consolation the members of her family, her rela-
tives friends and associates have is that she has had a peaceful
death which the world at large is generally deprived of.

May her soul rest in peace.

- P, SUNTHARALINGAM
MIS. Division, Bank of Ceylon

Mrs. Saraswathy Sithamparapillai of Navatkuli passed away
peacefully in her sleep last week at her home in Wellawatte. She
was a very kind lady who led a simple life. All those who had met
her will remember her pleasant smiles and endearing ways.

She became a wisdom rather early in life and had to shoulder
the responsibility of bringing up her two sons. To them, she played
the role of a father and mother very effectively. Ensuring a proper
education and bringing her children up in a religious and disci-
plined environment was her prime concern. She was happy that
she was able to send them to the university and make them
professionals.

During the late 1960s she shifted her residence to Colombo
only to be with her sons who were then eligible bachelors. Whilst
in Colombo, her sole occupation was cooking for them and
providing them with whatever comforts she could.
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Her sons friends became her friends too, she treated them
lavishing from her kitchen and everyone of them looked forward
to meeting her too on their visits to her sons. She would even
contribute to discussions her sons used to have with their friends.
Her views were often illuminating.

Evenasmother-in-law, she was exceptional. She would gladly
share the household chores with them and partake in lively
conversations with visitors. The grand children enjoyed her com-
pﬁl’ly.

To me, she was a loveable lady whom I always looked
forward to meet whenever [ visited her sons who are my close
friends. Now that she is no more, I miss her as much as her family
members do. They have lost the beacon of their home. May God
Bless her.

- M.C.M. IQBAL
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DIVINE LADY SARASWATHY

You have been a symbol, a shining light, an embodiment of
compassion, love, kindness, virtue, wisdom, grace, peace, honesty,
faith and hope. You were an angel to your divine parents. You were
born to brighten them. You were born to please the ancestors. You
were born to grace the posterity. Your beauty and your brain were
praised by your parents as a glorious gift from God. You were a
wonderful sister of grace, sympathy, understanding, compassion,
charm, love and peace for your beloved siblings. The elder brother has
gone and so the younger. The youngest is telling the 'TALE' of
legendary septuagenarian sister to the posterity for many many years
to come.

You were a responsible and intelligent student for your teach-
ers. When you were married, you were a devoted, dutiful, responsi-
ble, loyal and loving wife, consort, help, partner, adorable student of
your husband who deserved such support and praise because he was
a man of gentleness, maturity, knowledge, experience and magna-
nimity,

When he demised too early in life you suffered in silence of
which we all shared.

You were an ideal mother to your children. You were an
understanding mother - in - law to your daughters - in - law.
You have won the hearts of your grand children.

Youloved thenephews and nieces and their children, in - laws,
and their children.

You are an angel and divine lady in our hearts forever.

Your brain was wonderful and whilst praising, paying tribute
and appreciation I wish to share with you, and you all appreciative
intellectuals about the brain, its mystery, miracle, beauty and
neurophysiology.

"Human brain is an enchanted loom where millions of flashing
shuttlesweave adissolving pattern,alwaysa meaning pattern, tho ugh
never an abiding one, a shifting harmony of sub- patterns. Itis asif the
Milky way entered upon some cosmic dance.

Each brain cell (neuron) contains a vast electrochemical com-
plex and a powerful micro-data processing and transmitting system
that despite its complexity, fit on the head of a pin. Each of these brain
cellslookslike asuper octopuswitha central body and tens, hundreds
or thousands of tentacles.

The increase in the level of magnification, each tentacle is like
the branch of a tree, radiating from the cell centre or nucleus.

The branches of the brain cell are called dendrites (defined as
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"natural tree-like markings or structures"). One particularly large and
long branch, called the axon is the main exit for information transmit-
ted by that cell.

"Each dendrite and axon may range from a millimetre to 1.5
metres in length and all along and around its length are little mush-
room-like protuberances called dendritic spines and synoptic but-
tons.

(Synoptic means the pairing of chromosomes of paternal and
maternal origin before the reducing division; an interlacing or envel-
oping connection of a nerve-cell with another enveloping connection
of a nerve-cell with another).

Moving further into the super microscopic world, we find that
each dendrite spine/synoptic button contains bundles of chemicals
which are the major message-carriers in our human thinking process.

A dendric spine/synoptic button from one brain cell will link
with a synoptic button from another brain cell, and when an electrical
impulse travels through brain cell, chemicals will be transferred
across the minute, liquid filled space between the two. This space is
called the synoptic gap.

The chemical “slot into" the receiving surface creating an
impulse that travels through the receiving brain cell from whence it
is directed to an adjoining brain cell.

Although simply illustrated, the cascade of biochemical infor-
mation that surges across the synapse is awe-inspiring in its volume
and complexity. It is in microsmic terms, a Niagara Falls.

A brain cell may receive incoming pulses form hundred of
thousands of connecting pointing every second. Acting like a vast
telephone exchange, the cell will instantaneously compute microsec-
ond by microsecond, the same data of all incoming information and
will redirect it along the appropriate path.

As a given message or thought or re-lived memory is passed
from brain cell to brain cell, a biochemical electromagnetic pathway
is established. Each of these neuronal pathways is known as memory
trace” ;

Each time you have a thought, biochemical electromagnetic
resistance along the pathway carrying that thought is reduced. Tt is
like trying to clear a path through a forest. The first time is a struggle
because you have to fight your way through the undergrowth. The
second time you travel that way will be easier becatise of the clearing
you did in your first journey.

"Each of the ten billion neurons in the human brain has'a
possibility of connections of one with twenty-eight noughts after it!

"The total number of possible combinations/permutations in
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the brain if written outwould beI followed by 10.5 million kilometres
of noughts.”

Such is the natural beauty of the brain. Your marvellous brain
has stopped working in the early hours of the 24th February 1997 and
I'sadly and helplessly witnessed the Nature's/Gods' process of disor-
ganisation and of the dispersal of Atoms and Electronsnot only of the
beautiful brain but alsc of the whole Mortal Remains to join the
cosmic power and tojoin all in the earth in particular and the Universe
in general.

- DR. V. THIRUGNANA SAMBANTHAR
M.Com.Ph.D., ACIS (LOND)., ACA
FCCA (LOND), FCMA (LOND), MCIM (LOND)
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— SARASWATHYAMMA 1921 - 1997 ———

The year 1921 was an important year in the history of Educa-
tion in general and University Education in particular.

Saivapperiyar Muthiah Vettivelu and Selvachseemarty
Sinnamma were involved in prayers and worshipping the Goddess
Saraswathy, to invoke HER blessings, to advance the Education of
their son then four years, their fraternity the society and the Country.

The University College was opened by H.E. Governor in this
year. This has made an indelible mark and milestone in the History of
Ceylonin general and Education and University Education in Ceylon
in particular.

While all the intellectuals and educationalists of the day cel-
ebrated the event, a baby girl was born in the village of Navatkuli
which is a glorious and Salubrious village next to Jaffna. Navatkuli
was then famous for its Railway station, the stop and just before
Jaffna. It is here that the baby girl was born.

She has been named as "SARASWATHY' by her religious
parents to please the Goddess of Saraswathy. This has invoked
tremendous blessings and their prayers were well answered with
improved education to the country at large and to the family in

particular.
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Goddess Saraswathy is not only for Hindus but for all; SHE
is a Universal Goddess to whom we all, look up for knowledge
Goddess has no barriers or boundaries. For the dear parents their
loving baby daughter was a glorious gift from God. They might have
or not, presumed that their daughter was a reincarnation of Goddess,
Saraswathy but Amma's youngestbrother Thirugnanasambantharas
a toddler then thought of her as so. She was very fond of this brother
and he too was always with her twenty four hour:,

Whenever loving people used to inquire her brother to find out
his leeponse "Who are you?" The toddler would used to say "Akka
Thamby" meaning he has been pet named so and all r{,latlves and
friends have been calling him "Akka Thamby". .

Her parents were Mr. & Mrs. Vettivelu. Vettivelu (1885-1954)
was a man of peace, simplicity, contentment and deeply wedded to
right living.

He was embracing divine peace athis own self, first, his family
second and his society third. He wasnot heard at far off places because
he was a man of modest traits. His charismatic charms or mellifluous
words were not surfaced as he was a man by himself first engaged
solely in right living.

He was a vegetarian brought up his children in the same
manner. is thoughts and words of wisdom have been lately col-
lected, codified and published as a hand book. "SUCCESS IN LIFE IS
IN YOUR HAND". A divine motivational leverage to inspire, instill,
and interplay faith, love, hard work, morality, perseverancg, content-
ment, peace, forbearance, enthusiasm, imagination, foresight, co-
operation, self-confidence, initiative, self-control, concentration and
profiting by failures. Seven thousand copies havebeen prmtedm 1989
and L)\hdu'-.ted within few months. Cultural Hall andAn Illum are
constructed at Navakuli by her brother Thirugnana sambanthar in
parents’ memory. The only way to have peace is through love;
logically and rightfully "LOVE THYSELF, THE FAMILY AND SOCI-,
ETY" in that order. A person who really loves himself will never
entertain harmful thinking into his head will not listen to evil things,
refuses to see evil stained words, things, matters, money and men.

Therefore he should do the right thing, right communication,
right food, right virtues, right wisdom, right friends, right action.
These principles are not new to the world.

Saints and sages over the years have preached these principles,
to perpetually promote the prospects of permanent peace, to achieve,
plenty, prosperity and paradise to earth.

The cost effective, sophisticated, invincible and invisible
weapon to combat conflict in person, community, nation or in any
organisation is only one and one only. Nothing else. Everybody is
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having. Everybody has inherited, born with it. Itisnotnew but old as
the world it self. Itis within everybody. They use it and gain it. They
do not use it. Lose it. [t expands by usage. Shrinkage by dmuees [tis
costless. It is bountious. It is invisible and invincible; That is one and
one only. Thatis 'Love'it must be spontaneous and without expecting
anything in return. This is the type of Love Saraswathy Amma had
towards everybody she happened to meet.

Therefore she is still a guiding star directing, dominating the
beloved who reciprocated to obey and to do the right thing, right
action leading to complete harmony and peace of mind.

Knowingly or unknowingly she has been following the most
Ancient teaching. “The only way to bring peace to the earth is to learn to
make own life peaceful” - Buddha's Little Instruction Book by Jack
Kornfield.

Saivaperiyar Muthiah Vettivelu preached and promoted this
among other things of wisdom and virtues. 5o did her daughter
who practised. She never infringed the rightsand prwlleges of others.
No one infringed her rights. Hence she lived a life of peace, harmony
tranquillity and serenity with her self, her home.

One elder brother Ponnampalam (1917-86), Younger brother
Kumarasamy (1924-85) and youngestbrother Thirugnanasambanthar.

Saraswathy Amma married Sithamparapillai in 1937. He was
a teacher but discontinued him self to look after his ancestral proper-
ties. There were two children, Thilaganathan and Thillainadesan.
Sithamparappillai died in 1956. Thilagathan and Thillainadeasan
have graduated at very young age like their maternal uncle.
Thilaganfd_iham worked in Radio Ceylonand later in 1969 Joined Bank
of Ceylon‘as staff officer. He married Meenabhihai in 1971. Later he
qualified” himself with AIB, MBA, ACMA, MIM. He is now an
Assistant General Manager at Bank of Ceylon Head Office. IHe has
two children, Thilanee and Thileepan. Both did BBA programof the
American University and now doing MBA in UK, CIMA in Sri Lanka
respectively. Thileepan is also a Director of the Institute of Manage-
ment and Computer Studies. Daughter Thilanee is married to Dr. A.
Sabeshan and he is perusing his further studies in UK.

Saraswathy Amma's younger son was an Assistant Regional
Manager, Paddy Marketing Board till he left with his family to
Switzerland in 1986. He is working as an administrative Officer in
Switzerland.

He was a registered student and examinee of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of Sri Lanka. He married Sivashanthi in 1975
and has twochildren, a son Thishanth, and daughter Thiluxi. They are
pursuing their studies in Switzerland.
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Amma passed away peacefully in the early hours of Monday
24th February 1997 at her residence in Wellawatte while her elder son
Thilaganathan was away in Dubai as Bank's representative for a two
Day seminar on "INTERNET"

Amma's total visible remains were taken to Kanatt_e for
cremation on 27th February two days after the arrivals of her
two sons, by the same flight from Dubai.

Now all the mortal remainds are her HOLY ASH a portion of
which has been sprayed and sprinkled at Mutwal Sea as the symbolic
of the Ganges complying and keeping up to religious traditions and
beliefs, faith and expectations.

A portion of the Ashes were taken to Switzerland by the
younger son tobe sprinkled in the River there. He has done thaton 11-
02-1997 with religious rites witnessed by wife, children, relations,
friends and neighbours.

The Septuagenerian Amma outlived her husband by four
decades and her mother died as an octogenarian by 18 years, her
father by four decades and two.

Her exact age was 75 years 3 months and 10 days. She has had
the privilege of viewing, praying and worshipping nearly 1000 Full
Moons. Thereby she has been blessed many times over.

Electrons and atoms forming the maltters ave ageless, they never die, only
change forms, shapes, sizes, and lives.

% % ok & %

. Amma
You will live forever and ever in our hearts,
You will be the guiding star to direct our hearts,
Your wishes and thoughts will dwell in our hearts,
You will continue to dwell and direct out hearts.
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