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The Tamil Community Centre: A Global Initiative
for Unity, Culture, and Empowerment
- Rukshan Para

The Tamil Community Centre, a thank you gift for
our parents
- Keerthana Rang

A Community Center is a Vital Third Place
- Quentus Thuraisingam

Building tomorrow’s Tamil legacy
- Keerthana Rang

Research Study: Community Centres in the
Greater Toronto Area (GTA)
- Sharan Sriskantharajah

Why Do We Need a Tamil Community Centre in
Toronto? Why Now, of All Times?
- Tharani Ketheeswaran

“Preserving Tamil Heritage: The Urgent Need for
a Community Centre”
- Sharmmila Rajkumar
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Every Donation Counts:

Support a Cause That Matters

Founding Family Donation

Donate Sl0,000 now, quarterly, or monthly over two years. Founding
Families will be recognized on the wall of the future auditorium with their
"Family Name, Year of Arrival to Canada". AUDIO QR CODE
Become a Founding Family of TCC!

Join the Family Giving campaign.

Become one of 2,500 families to donate 510,000 over

the next two years to raise 525,000,000
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undraising Plan

Phase 1 Phase 2
70
@®® rhasel
60 Total (Phase 2) Gymnasium
Community
Fundraising 1Dance Studio
Required
50 ot 1Library / Archive [ Museum
6 Meeting Rooms
40 4 Multi-Purpose Rooms
Total Federal & Outdoor Field
Provincial Funding .
Unlocked when Parking
Community Fundraising
is Complete . Phase 2
$26.3M
20 Auditorium (Addition)

1Dance Studio
Total (Phase 1)

Community
Fundraising Required
$15M
T ... Note:Community must raise mandatory $15M
) to unlock Total Federal & Provincial Funding
Total Required:  $41.3M $66.3M ($26.3Mm)
———— 2500 Families by December 2025
Target Achieved
1500 Families by
September 2025

will activate the
Phase 02 - Auditorium

———— 750 Families by June 2025
Will Activate the
Phase 01 of the Project

g} o ) .
| WE NEED 2,50 | IT BY THE END OF THIS YEAR
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| Project Timeline

| 2024 | | 2026 2027
Feasibility & Design Finalize Design Tendering
Feb 2024-Jun 2024 & Site Plan Process
(5 months) Aug 2024-Dec 2024 Oct 2025-Mar 2026
Take drawings from Pre-Design to (3 months) (6 months)
Schematics ready. Engage all consultants and Draft, release, and secure

prepare drawings for
submission to City ZBA, SPA.

Engagement

Mar 2024-Jun 2024
(4 months)

Re-engage 150 organizations
and collect feedback on
program spaces. Engage
broader Tamil community.

Ways to Donate

Donate today and help
build a lasting legacy.

Reach out to us at
donate@tamilcentre.ca for more
information.

Tax receipts will be provided.

Scan and Pay to make your
contribution easily.

contractor through RFP

process.
Planning Approvals Construction
Jan 2025- May 2026 Jun 2026-Dec 2027
(17 months) (20 months)
City reviews and approves Construction begins and is
ZBA/SPA. completed.
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| Inspired by Tamil Culture

Our Logo

There are five components to the logo. The Tamil Community

Centre is a celebration of community, culture and care inspired by
our rich traditions and history, drawing from the past and striving
for the future — the new logo aims to capture this.

Sun

In Tamil tradition, the sun symbolizes an enduring legacy and
embodies the cultural vitality of the community. The position of the
sun determines the date of the Tamil New Year and the festival of
Thai Pongal is dedicated to the sun. Our logo is a radiating circle,
like the sun.

Community

We draw our meaning and our energy from our connection to our
community. It is also about our diaspora in the diverse tapestry that
is Canada. Our logo is inspired by a circle of hands, denoting
strength in unity.

Akaram [ 9|5IJLD

It is the first letter of our alphabet and phonetically the first sound of
our language. The swirl (&) is the first shape we learn to draw as
we learn to write Tamil, a shape that begins almost every vowel
letter. The swirlis the first element of our logo.

Kolam

This is a geometric design traditionally drawn with rice powder,
meant to feed ants and smalll birds to signify living in harmony with
nature. It is also meant to welcome people and prosperity into a
dwelling. The logo symbolizes a kolam welcoming our own
community and all Canadians to the centre.

Five

The number five has recurring significance in Tamil culture referring
to the five elements (Boothangal), the five landscapes (Tinaikal),
and the five great works of Tamil literature (Kaappiyangal). The five
swirls of the logo remind us of these cultural treasures.
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exuruvi

Vanakkam,

It is a great pleasure to reconnect with you through E-Kuruvi after a
long interval.

About 14 years ago, E-Kuruvi was launched as part of the promotional
efforts for the fundraising walkathon organized by the Canadian Tamil
Chamber of Commerce.

Over the years, this publication has played a vital role in raising
awareness among the Tamil community by addressing significant and
vital social issues. It has created ripples that contributed to social
transformation. Through this journalistic journey, Puthiya Velicham - a
new ray of light and hope of knowledge and action began to spread in
our homeland.

However, due to the unprecedented challenges brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic, we were forced to make the difficult decision to
halt our publication.

Now, not just the Canadian Tamil community, but Tamil people across
the world stand at a crucial juncture.

As people who have migrated from our homeland and Tamil Nadu, we
face the risk of losing our traditions in foreign lands. At such a critical
time, it is essential for us to remain alive as a Tamil community by passing
on our heritage and customs to the next generation.

With this backdrop, E-Kuruvi spreads its wings once again to create
awareness among the people about the Tamil Community Centre project,
which is being developed in Canada with the support of all three levels
of government. This revival is driven by the historical necessity of
emphasizing the importance of greater public participation in this
initiative.

Through my personal journey of meeting a hundred individuals over
a hundred days to seek support and financial contributions for the Tamil
Community Centre, | have realized the immense enthusiasm and warm
reception for this project. This experience has reinforced the urgent need
to take this initiative to thousands more within the Tamil community.

Even in today’s digital age, dominated by social media, we firmly
believe in the power of print media to create a profound and lasting
impact.

Reaching out to people about the Tamil Community Centre project is
not just about seeking their contributions; it is also about addressing
their questions and clarifying any doubts they may have. This, we believe,
is the need of the hour.

With these objectives in mind, this magazine has once again reached
your hands today. E-Kuruvi has already played a role in driving social
change, and we take immense pride in continuing its publication to fulfill
this purpose.

Together, we must unite and build the Tamil Community Centre. This
is a golden opportunity that we cannot afford to miss.

We sincerely urge every individual who cares about Tamil and its future
to contribute in any way possible and help make this project a resounding
success!

With love,

Navajeevan Anantharaj
ekuruvi and Puthiya Velicham
Tel: 416-272-8543

Email: ekuruvi@gmail.com
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The Tamil Community Centre: A Global Initiative
for Unity, Culture, and Empowerment
- Rukshan Para

The Tamil Community Centre, a thank you gift for
our parents
- Keerthana Rang

A Community Center is a Vital Third Place
- Quentus Thuraisingam

Building tomorrow’s Tamil legacy
- Keerthana Rang

Research Study: Community Centres in the
Greater Toronto Area (GTA)
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Why Do We Need a Tamil Community Centre in
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he establishment of the

Tamil Community Centre
(TCC) in Canada represents a
significant milestone for the
Tamil diaspora. While many
might initially view it as a
project that only affects
Tamils in Ontario or those

who are directly connected to

the region, the importance
and impact of such a centre
extend far beyond provincial
borders. The Tamil
Community Centre is not just
a local initiative but a global
endeavor that should be
embraced and supported by
Tamils across Canada and,
indeed, Tamils all over the
world. In this essay, we will
explore why the Tamil
Community Centre is not only
a vital asset for Tamils in
Canada but also how it can
benefit the broader
community by acting as a hub
for cultural exchange,
collaboration, and social
empowerment.

The Importance of the Tamil
Community Centre

The Tamil diaspora in
Canada is an integral part of
the nation’s multicultural
fabric, contributing to various
social, economic, and cultural
spheres. Canada is home to a
significant Tamil population,
with many settling in major
urban centres such as Toronto,
Montreal, Vancouver, and
Ottawa. However, the
establishment of a Tamil
Community Centre in Canada
is more than just a place to
gather; it is a vital platform to
preserve, promote, and share
Tamil culture, heritage, and
language.

Preserving Tamil Culture and
Heritage

One of the primary
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The Tamil Community Centre:

A Glohal Initiative for Unity,
Culture, and Empowerment

66

The Tamil
Community Centre
is not just a local
initiative but a
global endeavor
that should be
embraced and
supported by Tamils
across Canada and,
indeed, Tamils all
over the world.
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benefits of the Tamil
Community Centre is its
potential to preserve and
promote Tamil culture.
Tamils, both in Canada and
abroad, share a rich history
that spans over thousands of
years. This heritage is not
merely a collection of
historical facts; it is a way of
life that informs the
worldview, values, and
customs of the Tamil people.
In @ multicultural society such
as Canada, it is crucial to have
spaces where individuals can
connect with their cultural
roots and pass this legacy on

to future generations.

The Tamil Community
Centre provides a physical
space where cultural events,
language classes, festivals,
and workshops can be
organized. It can become a
hub for celebrating traditional
Tamil festivals such as Pongal,
Deepavali, and Tamil New
Year. It can also provide a
venue for the next generation
of Tamils to learn their
language, connect with their
history, and develop a sense
of identity. In this way, the
Tamil Community Centre is
not only a place for Tamils to
come together but also a
means to ensure that Tamil
culture and language
continue to thrive in Canada
for years to come.

Supporting the Tamil
Community’s Social Needs

Beyond cultural
preservation, the Tamil
Community Centre also plays
a vital role in meeting the
social needs of the Tamil
diaspora. Many immigrants,
particularly those who arrived
in Canada as refugees or
under humanitarian grounds,
face significant challenges
when adapting to life in a
new country. These
challenges range from
language barriers to

02
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difficulties in accessing
healthcare, employment, and
social services. For many
Tamils, navigating these
systems can be a daunting
task, and this is where the
Tamil Community Centre can
serve as a crucial resource.

By providing social services
such as language classes, job
training programs, legal
assistance, and mental health
support, the community
centre can help Tamils
integrate more smoothly into
Canadian society. Furthermore,
the centre can serve as a safe
space for individuals to share
their experiences, seek
advice, and receive emotional
support. The Tamil diaspora
has faced its fair share of
trauma and hardship, and the
community centre can serve
as a place where individuals
can heal and find solidarity
with others who share similar
experiences.

Empowering the Next
Generation

For the next generation of
Tamils born and raised in
Canada, the Tamil Community
Centre offers a unique
opportunity to stay
connected to their cultural
heritage while also
integrating into the broader
Canadian society. In a world
where cultural assimilation
often leads to the dilution of
ethnic identities, the Tamil
Community Centre can act as
a bridge, helping younger
Tamils retain their language
and traditions while
simultaneously embracing
their Canadian identity.

Through mentorship
programs, youth engagement
initiatives, and leadership
training, the Tamil
Community Centre can
empower young Tamils to
take on active roles in their
communities. It can help
nurture future leaders who
are not only proud of their
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By providing social
services such as
language classes, job
training programs,
legal assistance, and
mental health
support, the
community centre
can help Tamils
integrate more
smoothly into
Canadian society.
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Tamil roots but are also
equipped to contribute
meaningfully to Canadian
society at large.

The Centre as a Hub for
Community Collaboration
and Integration

While the Tamil
Community Centre is
primarily focused on
supporting and empowering
Tamils, its benefits extend
beyond this singular group. In
fact, one of the most
compelling reasons to
support the centre is its
potential to act as a hub for
collaboration, dialogue, and
interaction between different
communities in Canada and
abroad. A well-established
community centre can create
opportunities for intercultural
exchange, mutual
understanding, and social
cohesion, thus fostering a
more inclusive and
harmonious society.

Building Bridges Between
Communities

In a diverse and
multicultural country like
Canada, there is often a risk
of communities becoming
isolated or insular,
particularly if they are
centered around ethnic or
cultural identities. The Tamil
Community Centre, however,
has the potential to break
down these barriers by
hosting events that bring
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together people from
different backgrounds.
Whether it is through
multicultural festivals,
interfaith dialogues, or
collaborative social initiatives,
the centre can create
opportunities for people from
different cultural
communities to come
together and learn from one
another.

For example, the Tamil
community can collaborate
with other ethnic groups to
celebrate shared values such
as family, respect, and
community. The centre can
host events where Tamils
share their culture and
history with others, fostering
greater appreciation and
understanding. Similarly, the
Tamil Community Centre can
invite other cultural
organizations to use the
space for their own events,
creating a melting pot of
ideas and cultures.

By acting as a neutral
ground for interaction and
collaboration, the Tamil
Community Centre can
promote intercultural
harmony and create stronger
bonds between Canada’s
diverse communities. This is
not only beneficial for Tamils
but for all Canadians, as it
nurtures a more inclusive,
tolerant, and empathetic
society.

Promoting Social Integration

For the Tamil diaspora,
social integration is an
ongoing challenge. While the
Tamil community has made
significant strides in
becoming an established and
successful part of Canadian
society, many individuals still
face barriers to full
integration. These barriers
might include language
difficulties, unfamiliarity with
Canadian systems, or even
discrimination. The Tamil
Community Centre can play a
pivotal role in easing this
process of integration by
providing resources,
mentorship, and connections
to mainstream Canadian
society.

Moreover, the centre can
serve as a place where Tamils
can learn about Canadian
culture, history, and social
norms. This understanding
can help bridge the gap
between the Tamil
community and the broader
Canadian public, reducing
misconceptions, prejudice,
and discrimination. By
promoting greater social
integration, the Tamil
Community Centre can help
ensure that Tamils are not
only accepted but are seen as
an essential part of the
Canadian mosaic.

A Model for Other
Communities

The success of the Tamil
Community Centre in
fostering intercultural
dialogue and integration
could serve as a model for
other ethnic communities.
Canada’s multicultural
landscape is vast, and many
communities face similar
challenges when it comes to
maintaining their cultural
identity while integrating into
the larger society. The Tamil
Community Centre can be an
example of how cultural and
ethnic communities can work
together, not just within their
own groups, but also in
collaboration with other
communities to promote
mutual respect and
understanding.

The Global Impact of the
Tamil Community Centre

While the primary focus of
the Tamil Community Centre
may be the Tamil diaspora in
Canada, its influence could
extend globally. Canada’s
Tamil community is part of a
larger global Tamil diaspora
that stretches across
countries such as Sri Lanka,
India, the UK, the US,
Australia, and beyond. The
Tamil Community Centre in
Canada has the potential to
act as a link between Tamils
worldwide, creating
opportunities for cross-
border collaborations,
exchanges, and solidarity.

By involving Tamils from

around the world, the centre
can build a global network of
Tamil communities, which
could be invaluable for
addressing issues of shared
concern, such as human
rights, political advocacy, and
social justice. Furthermore,
the centre can become a
platform for international
Tamil artists, scholars, and
activists to showcase their
work, share ideas, and
engage in collaborative
projects.

This global perspective can
also create opportunities for
fundraising, partnerships, and
joint initiatives that benefit
Tamils both in Canada and in
the broader diaspora. A
strong and united global
Tamil community, centered
around the Tamil Community
Centre, could be a powerful
force for positive change.

Conclusion

The Tamil Community
Centre is much more than
just a local project. It is an
initiative that holds the
potential to unite Tamils
across Canada and beyond,
creating a space where
cultural preservation,
community support, and
social integration can thrive.
Beyond its primary role in
supporting Tamils, the centre
also has the potential to act
as a hub for collaboration
between different cultural
communities, fostering social
cohesion and intercultural
understanding.

By coming together to
support the Tamil Community
Centre, Tamils in Canada and
around the world can help
ensure that their heritage is
preserved, their social needs
are met, and their voices are
heard on a global stage. In
doing so, they can also
contribute to a more
inclusive, compassionate, and
integrated society for all.

Rukshan Para




was recently asked if |

could live or work or raise
a family in any city in the
world, where would it be? |
didn’t have to think twice. My
answer is Toronto. | love
Toronto. It is the best city in
the world. We have our
challenges, but we are a city
where we celebrate our
differences while rooting
ourselves in being Canadian.
It’s why all our parents chose
to rebuild their lives here.

As | grow older, | have
extreme gratitude to all our
parents for leaving their
homes during a civil war to
come here to Canada so us,
their children, who were not

1

The TCCis an
opportunity to make
sure our children and
grandchildren know

our histories, heritage,
culture and language.

Thisisaoncein a
lifetime opportunity
for our community.

This is our legacy

project for future

generations.

29
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The Tamil Community Centre,
a thank you gift for our parents

even born yet could have
better lives. | can’t imagine
doing that. Back home some
of them were caught in the
civil war, lost their loved ones,
watched their homes be
destroyed, and separated
from their families. And when
they got here, they faced
hardships financially and
emotionally as they set up
their new lives while trying to
stay connected to back home
and their families in other
countries. As hard as it was,
they left because they truly
believed where they were
going was better than what
they were leaving behind. |
can’t think of a better thank
you gift for our parents than
building a Tamil Community
Centre (TCC). There are two
reasons why | believe this.

First, we are setting them
up for success as they get
older. Within the decade, the
first group of Tamils who
came to Canada are now
seniors and older than 65
years old. For them to live a
happy and healthy life, they
need to be surrounded by
their friends, their culture,
and their language. The TCC
will give them that space. Just
imagine our parents picking
up their weekly Tamil
newspaper there, checking
out Tamil books at the library,
gossiping about the latest
episode of their favourite

drama, or playing
cricket in the
outdoor field. It
warms my heart to
think of my parents
with yours at the
TCC walking the
second floor track in
the gymnasium
while they watch
their grandkids play
in the gym below.

Second, we are
making sure their
stories of coming to
Canada, our
heritage, culture

and language are preserved
and shared with our children
and grandchildren. | have a
daughter and she’s going to
be four this year. She’s half
Tamil and half Dutch. My only
regret in life is not having
learned Tamil so | can teach
her. | worry she’s not going to
know anything about being
Tamil or the journey my
parents went through so she
and | can have the life that we
do. And that makes me worry
about the future of Tamil in
Canada. Our brothers and
sisters did not fight for our
freedom back home so we
can lose it in another country.
The TCC is an opportunity to
make sure our children and
grandchildren know our
histories, heritage, culture
and language.

For both our parents and
children, the TCC will help
transform our histories and
traditions from one
generation to the next. It will
also serve as a hub for all
organizations in our
community in the GTA. This
will mean we can streamline
programs and services for our
parents and children to better
serve them. It also means
across organizations we can
streamline our work towards
supporting back home
bringing unity.
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| can’t think of a
better thank you
gift for our parents
than building a
Tamil Community
Centre (TCC).
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It’s been an honour to be
part of the TCC from the very
beginning for the last five
years to try and get this
community centre built.
Through our efforts, all three
levels of government have
endorsed this project and
provided support through
millions of dollars in funding
and provided land worth
millions of dollars—this is
unheard of for any community
in Canada. For our part, we
need to raise S15M by spring
2026 and then $S25M by fall
2027, we need to get shovels
in the ground by next fall, and
we need to finish building by
summer 2027.

Building a community
centre is a daunting task. But
| know we can do this. This is
aonce in a lifetime
opportunity for our
community. This is our legacy
project for future
generations. We are only
going to get it done with the
help of every single Tamil
person in the GTA. Everyone
has something to donate
whether it’s your money, your
time volunteering, or your
networks. We have to get this
done for our parents and for
our children.

Keerthana Rang
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Community Centers
are crucial for helping
youth develop lifelong

healthy habits.

Community Centers

offer the space to

build friendships,

which is literally a
determinant of health.

2

Community centerisa
vital third space. Itis
not the workplace, not the
home, it’s a place where
people can learn, destress,
organically connect and get
moderately shredded.
Community Center is an
important resource for
staying physically active, but
their positive impacts on
communities go way deeper.
From our experience back
home, we know from first
hand that Community Centers
deliver better services, and
many of our success stories
start in community centers.
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A Community Center
is a Vital Third Place

We've seen time and time
again how they can transform
bodies, lives, and careers. There
are many benefits of community
recreation centers.

Some of the absolute core
positive benefits of
community recreation centers
are as follows:

Promoting community fitness

Community Centers promote
healthy fitness cultures—and
in smaller communities,
they’re very often the nuclei
for athletic programming
where people can work out
how they want. Whether it’s
yoga, Zumba, or wellness
training events like nutrition
workshops, it all adds up to
better physical and mental
health.

Increasing educational equity
Community

Community Centers provide
access to low-cost learning,
which is invaluable for folks of
all income levels. Education
opportunities at your average
community recreation center
will include art and music
classes, continuing education
courses, job and career
training, as well as workshops
on computer literacy.

Supporting youth
development

Community Centers are
crucial for helping youth
develop lifelong healthy
habits. Kids and teens can use
community recreation centers
to explore new sports, get
free training in using exercise
equipment, and form
connections with their gym-
going peers. The social
benefits radiate out into all
parts of youths’ lives—
participating in leagues,
afterschool programs, and
camps at recreation centers
helps them solidify their
teamwork and leadership.

Offering support to families

Community Centers are
lifelines for many families.
Their programming often
includes family-oriented
programs, meaning
everything from kid-and-
parent fitness classes, picnics,
childcare and festivals.

Making friends

Community Centers offer the
space to build Friendships
which is literally a
determinant of health. You
need unplanned social
interactions to build
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Community Centers
are lifelines for many
families. Their
programming often
includes family-
oriented programs,
meaning everything
from kid-and-parent
fitness classes to
childcare and festivals.
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friendships, and there’s
nowhere better to do that
than at a community center.
Community Centers host
holiday celebrations, provide
volunteer opportunities, and
provide that casual space you
need to create organic
connections.

Hosting cultural events

Community Centers are also
the cultural centers. In many
communities, they’re
important for facilitating
celebrations around Diwali,
Eid, Christmas or Vesak.
Those cultural celebrations
are important for connecting
people, and host spaces are
vital for making it all happen.

Boosting the local economy

Community Centers are major
contributors to local
economies. They’re a source
of jobs ranging from
administration and to fitness
leadership, and many trainers
get their start supporting
clients in community centers.
They even increase property
values for local homeowners.

Keeping the public safe

Community Centers offer all
sorts of public safety
workshops. That can even
include disaster preparedness
bootcamp and neighborhood
watch programs. Put simply,
communities with recreation



centers are far more resilient
and adaptive.

Delivering accessible
healthcare

Healthcare has barriers to
access in many parts of the
world, and community
centers help bridge those
gaps. Many community
centers offer core health
services, like vaccinations,
medical testing including STI,
and health screenings.

Growing awareness about
sustainability

Sustainable community
health goes hand-in-hand
with actual sustainability.
Many community centers
host workshops that deliver
education about local
conservation measures and
environmental practices.

Offering valuable mental
health supports

Community Centers offer
crucial support for people
with mental health - both
formally and informally.
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Formal supports include
activities like meditation,
support groups, and
workshops on adapting to
stressful situations. The
informal benefits include

Of course this is no easy
project. There are so many
positive impacts of a
Community Center, but
juggling all these moving
parts can be a logistical
nightmare without the right
tools and resources. That’s

right where the calibre of the

Tamil Youth comes in. Our
youth are trained here in
Canada and are very much
aligned to the mainstream
maneuvering and strategic
planning.

In a nutshell, Community
Centers offer a variety of
benefits to communities.
They include Social
interaction, Health and

wellness, Education, Sense of

belonging, Equity and
equality and Coping skills.

chances for socialization,
access to community
programming, and physica
exercise. All these services
add up to a happier, healthier
community.

Quentus Thuraisingam

time?

than S10K?

than S10K?

Is the $10K Founding Family commitment a one-
time donation or can it be spread over a period of

The Founding Families Donation can be spread
out over two years or twenty-five months to meet
the cash flow needs of the construction project.

How wiill the Founding Families be recognized?

The Founding Families will be recognized (as a
family or under the name of an individual or
organization) on our website, and in the future on
an indoor wall near the auditorium entrance.

Is there any recognition for people who donate less

All donors will have their names and their
hometowns (oor) recognized on an online map.

What is the recognition for people who give more

There are a range of recognitions planned for
larger and transformational donations, from walls,
rooms, gardens, to fields etc. There will also be
commemorative benches and trees in memoriam.

These are in the works and will be
finalized when we are closer to
our goal.

How much do you have to raise
from the community to build the whole Community
Centre?

Our current estimate is around $35M, but the
final amount will be determined as the project goes
through various stages of estimation before
construction. This is in addition to the $26.3 Million
funding that was approved from the provincial and
federal government, and the $25 Million valued
land that is long-term leased to us from the City of
Toronto.

This is a short period of time to raise a large sum of
money. What happens if you don't manage to
fundraise all of it in time?

We would like to build the Tamil Community
Centre in one go to fulfill the dreams and needs of
our community and our neighbours. If we cannot hit
the targets to ensure secure construction, we will
phase the project based on the funds we've raised
and continue to fundraise to complete the entire
project shortly thereafter.
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A community centre is
about supporting our
seniors to make sure

they can have an
active life surrounded
by their family,
friends, culture,
heritage, and
language.

2

or the last two decades,

many different Tamil
community organizations
have been thinking about
building a Tamil Community
Centre in the Greater Toronto
Area. For some, a community
centre is about supporting
our seniors to make sure they
can have an active life
surrounded by their family,
friends, culture, heritage, and
language. For others, it’s a
place for young people to
learn about their culture,
heritage, and language so our
histories can carry on beyond
us.

In March 2019, a
grassroots community town
hall took place that brought
all these community
organizations together, with
support from all levels of
government, to discuss how
we could move forward to
finally make this dream come
true.

A Steering Committee was
created, building on more
than a decade of foundational
work done by long-standing
community organizations and
business leaders, to oversee
the feasibility process for the
design, construction and
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Building tomorrow’s

Tamil legacy

operation of a Tamil
Community Centre (TCC). The
intergenerational Steering
Committee consisted of
community members with
longstanding service to the
community in the areas of
culture, philanthropy, arts,
business, activism, academia
and community capacity
building.

Consultations

In 2019, the TCC created
an online consultation tool
(Phase 1) to identify and
engage with diverse
community members to
determine the programming
priorities for the TCC. Over
1,000 people participated in
the GTA. In November 2020,
the TCC launched a Phase 2

66

The TCC strives to be a
dynamic, innovative,
multi-purpose, and
non-denominational
facility incorporating
spaces and services to
help address the
current and growing
needs of the diverse
Tamil community.
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online consultation tool
specifically directed towards
community organizations and
individuals that provide
cultural or human services for
the Tamil community to
further refine and explore the
programming priorities
identified by the community
in the phase 1 consultations.

Vision

The TCC strives to be a
dynamic, innovative, multi-
purpose, and non-
denominational facility
incorporating spaces and
services to help address the
current and growing needs of
the diverse Tamil community.
The facility will include:
recreation facilities in the
form of a gym and outdoor
playing fields, cultural
facilities in the form of a
library, archival space,
museum and auditorium, and
multi-purpose spaces that
can facilitate community hubs
through education and
networking programming.

Land

In April 2019, TCC began
discussions with the City of
Toronto and CreateTO, the
City’s real estate agency, to
identify a suitable site for the
project. In October 2020,
Toronto City Council voted
unanimously in support of
311 Staines Road as the
future site of the TCC.

At 16,722 square metres or
4,13 acres, the land is valued
at approximately $25M. The
land is centrally located in
relation to the highest
concentration of Tamil
residents in the GTA. The land
lease was finalized between
the City and TCC with an
annual rent of $S1 plus HST.

Project costs

In November 2018, the
TCC applied for joint funding
from the federal and
provincial governments for
construction of the
community. And in July 2021,
the governments announced
$26.3M towards the
construction of the building
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lifetime opportunity
for our community,

this is our legacy

project for our parents
and our children and
grandchildren.
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provided that the community
fundraiser the remaining
amount. This kind of
investment is unheard of for
any community in Canada.
The community needs to
raise $15M by spring 2026
and then $25M by fall 2027.

Project timeline

The TCC has submitted the
plan to the City of Toronto for
approvals at the end of 2024
and expects approval by the
fall of 2025. Construction will
begin in the fall of 2025
ending with a grand opening
in the fall of 2027.

We need your help

This is a once in a lifetime
opportunity for our
community, this is our legacy
project for our parents and
our children and
grandchildren. We are only
going to get it done with the
help of every single person in
the Tamil community. We
need your help: donate,
volunteer your time, connect
us to your networks. Get
involved by emailing us at
info@tamilcentre.ca

(CEGENERIE] T
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Research Study:
Community Gentres in the
Greater Toronto Area (GTA)

Purpose

This study aims to analyze the
availability, distribution, and
programming of community centres in
the GTA, focusing on the populations
they serve and their geographical
locations. The findings will demonstrate
the necessity of a Tamil Community
Centre (TCC) in Toronto at 311 Staines
Road in Northeast Scarborough. This site
is central to the highest concentration of
Tamil residents in the GTA, where a
community centre is currently lacking.

Methodology
Data Collection:

Identified community centres in the GTA
through public directories.

Categorized centres by location,

programming, and demographics served.

Analysis:

Mapped centres against population
density data, emphasizing Tamil
residents.

Evaluated existing programming and
services to determine gaps in addressing
Tamil and other community needs.

Findings

Community Centres in the GTA

Total Number of Community Centres
(see Appendix A)

There are approximately X community
centres across the GTA:

Toronto: X

Peel Region (Mississauga, Brampton,
Caledon): 46

York Region (Markham, Vaughan,
Richmond Hill, etc.): X

Durham Region (Pickering, Ajax, Whitby,
etc.): X

Halton Region (Oakville, Burlington,
etc.): 22

Geographical Distribution

Community centres are concentrated in
urban and suburban areas but are sparse
in Northeast Scarborough, despite its
growing population.

Maps reveal a service gap in areas with a
high concentration of Tamil residents.

Communities Served

Community centres cater to diverse
populations, often focusing on cultural,
youth, senior, and newcomer support.

Few centres explicitly address the unique
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needs of the Tamil community, such as
Tamil-language programming, cultural
preservation, and settlement services.

Programming and Services Provided by
Existing Centres

Community centres in the GTA offer a
range of services, including:

Recreational Programming:

Sports leagues, fitness classes,
swimming programs.

Cultural Activities:

Art classes, cultural festivals, language
courses.

Youth Services:

After-school programs, youth leadership
initiatives, career mentoring.

Senior Services:

Day programs, wellness workshops,
social activities.

Newcomer Support:

Language classes, settlement assistance,
employment services.

Community Events:
Workshops, fairs, community meetings.

Case for a Tamil Community Centre in
Northeast Scarborough

Demographics of the Tamil Community
in the GTA

The Tamil community represents one of
the largest and fastest-growing ethno-
cultural groups in Toronto.

Northeast Scarborough is home to a
significant proportion of Tamil residents,
forming a vibrant cultural hub without a
dedicated community centre.



Identified Gaps
Resources/Geographic Gap:

North-east Scarborough is home to
diverse populations that often encounter
significant barriers to accessing
recreational and social resources. A
Tamil Community Centre would help
bridge this gap by providing affordable
programming, including recreational,
cultural and educational programs
tailored to the unique needs of the Tamil
community, as well as other
marginalized communities.

No existing community centres in
Northeast Scarborough adequately
address the needs of Tamil residents or
serve the surrounding demographics.

Scarborough has been identified as the
area of Toronto with the highest number
of working poor in the GTA, with
northern Scarborough showing high
numbers of people who speak neither
English nor French. The lack of public
housing has also led to a significant
portion of its residents living in rooming
situations, renting space in houses.

With a growing and diverse population,
particularly in the north-east, the
demand for multi-functional, inclusive
spaces has outpaced existing
infrastructure. This geographic inequity
leaves residents without local and
accessible resources to foster
community connection and well-being.

Supporting Marginalized Subgroups

Within these communities, certain
individuals face compounded challenges
due to intersecting identities. A TCC
would address their specific needs
through:

LGBTQ+ Inclusion: Offering LGBTQ+
members a safe haven to express
themselves freely, with dedicated
programs and events that foster
acceptance and understanding.

Accessibility Services: Features like
gender-neutral washrooms and surtitle
machines in the auditorium, combined
with universal accessibility standards,
ensure that everyone, regardless of
ability or language proficiency, can fully
participate in activities.

Mental Health and Abuse Survivors:
Providing programs for mental health
support and resources for survivors of
domestic violence, including counseling
and empowerment workshops, would
serve as lifelines for those in need.

Settlement and Integration Services
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Gaps in Tailored Support for Tamil
Newcomers:

Scarborough is a popular settlement
destination for Tamil immigrants and
refugees, many of whom face challenges
integrating into Canadian society. There
is no centralized resource to support
their specific needs, including:

Tamil-language settlement services.

Employment training tailored to those
with language barriers.

Tangible resources/support to aid in
navigating Canadian systems such as
healthcare, education, and housing.

Building a Sense of Belonging:

Without culturally sensitive settlement
support, newcomers may experience
social isolation, economic hardship, and
difficulty in accessing community
networks. A TCC would provide a safe
and familiar space for Tamil newcomers
to receive guidance, build connections,
and thrive in their new environment.

Youth and Senior Services
Youth Engagement:

Youth in the region face challenges such
as limited access to affordable
extracurricular activities, mentorship
opportunities, and leadership programs.
These gaps increase the risk of social
disengagement and negative outcomes,
such as youth involvement in precarious
situations or feelings of alienation.

Lack of Senior-Specific Activities:

Many Tamil seniors, especially those
who experience language barriers, feel
isolated due to a lack of community
spaces designed for their needs. They
require programs that promote:

Social interaction and peer engagement.

Health and wellness, including fitness
tailored for seniors.

Tamil-language workshops to ensure
accessibility.

Fostering Intergenerational
Collaboration:

A TCC would enable programs where
youth and seniors can engage with each
other, creating meaningful connections,
preserving cultural traditions, and
enhancing mutual understanding across
generations.

Proposed Tamil Community Centre at
311 Staines Road

Central Location: Strategically located
near the highest concentration of Tamil
residents in the GTA.
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Inclusivity: Designed to serve Tamil and
non-Tamil communities, promoting
cross-cultural interaction.

Proposed Programming:

Tamil-language classes, cultural festivals,
and arts programs.

Mental health services

History and archival space/genocide
museum

Library

Settlement services for newcomers,
youth mentorship, women’s services,
childcare services, and senior wellness
initiatives.

Recreational and fitness facilities for all
ages.

Strategic Impact of the Tamil Community
Centre

The TCC would directly address the
identified gaps, offering:

Geographic Equity: Providing a purpose-
built space in a high-need area to ensure
residents have accessible resources
within their own community.

Culturally Sensitive Programming:
Tailored Tamil-language classes, cultural
festivals, and arts programs to celebrate
and preserve heritage.

Comprehensive Settlement Services:
Dedicated support for Tamil newcomers,
including language assistance,
employment services, and integration
programs.

Youth and Senior Empowerment:
Inclusive and dynamic programs
designed to meet the unique needs of
both groups while fostering
collaboration and mutual support.

Conclusion

The data clearly demonstrates the need
for a Tamil Community Centre in
Northeast Scarborough. The proposed
centre at 311 Staines Road would fill
critical gaps in community programming
and services, fostering cultural
preservation and social integration for
Tamil and other residents in the GTA.
With support from the government,
donors, and the public, this initiative can
create a lasting positive impact on the
community.

Sharan Sriskantharajah



Why Do We Need a Tamil Community
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Centre in Toronto? Why Now, of All Times?
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The Tamil
Community Centre
will feature a
gymnasium, library,
museum,
auditorium, and
multi-purpose
spaces that will
serve as hubs for
cultural learning,
artistic expression,
and community
bonding.
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Since the 1980s, the Tamil
community in the
Greater Toronto Area (GTA)
has flourished from a small
group of immigrants to a
vibrant, thriving population of
over 100,000 people as of 2025.

Many Tamils arrived
seeking refuge and a better
future, having fled the armed
conflict in Sri Lanka in search
of safety and opportunity. But
even as they started over in a
new land unfamiliar and far
from home, they never forgot
their roots. Despite the
struggles of adjusting to life in
Canada - working jobs to
make ends meet, whether
they aligned with their
academic or professional
work experiences or not - the
challenges of a new language,
and the complexities of a
different culture—Tamils in
Toronto worked tirelessly to
maintain a link to our
heritage. They took their
children to Tamil classes,
Bharatanatyam classes, music

classes, and sports and
trained them to participate in
competitions and cultural
events regularly.

As my dad was a drama
artist and | performed
speeches and poetry from
childhood, | grew up
attending Tamil events from
the early 90s. | not only saw
the different talents of our
community grow over time,
but | also witnessed how my
dad and his team used to
practice for their programs
either over the phone or in
the hallways of the program
halls because they did not
have a proper space to
practice. | also heard stories
of how Tamil artists practiced
in their cars due to a lack of a
place.

Ten years ago, when |
started studying for my B.A.
Tamil degree in Scarborough,
| struggled to find a suitable
place to study with my
classmates. Libraries closed
too early, noisy coffee shops
were distracting, and finding
a spot for group work was
nearly impossible. And for
those in the arts—whether

dancers, musicians, or
actors—the lack of rehearsal
spaces meant their creativity
was constantly limited by the
absence of a proper space to
practice.

With Tamils growing in
every field and reaching great
heights over the last 30 to 40
years in Toronto, the need for
a Tamil Community Centre
has never been more
pressing. As our community
grows, we need a place
where Tamils of all ages can
gather, learn, and create—a
space where our children can
connect with their heritage
and carry forward the
traditions we have worked so
hard to preserve.

The Tamil Community
Centre, which is set to open
in Summer 2025, is a $40
million project that will
provide a much-needed space
for our community to thrive.
It will be a place where the
challenges of the past meet
the promise of the future. It
will ensure that Tamil culture
continues to thrive in Canada,
not just for us but for
generations to come. The
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Tamil Community Centre will
feature a gymnasium, library,
museum, auditorium, and
multi-purpose spaces that
will serve as hubs for cultural
learning, artistic expression,
and community bonding.

This centre is more than
just a building. It's about
creating a legacy. It's about
providing a home where our
community can unite,
celebrate our culture, and
build a stronger, more
cohesive future. Together, we
can make this vision a reality
and preserve our rich Tamil
heritage.

Your support is crucial to
making this vision a reality.
Let's come together, as we
have done for so many years,
and ensure that the Tamil
community in Toronto has a
place to call home—a place
to preserve our language, our
culture, and our legacy.

Tharani Ketheeswaran
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“Preserving Tamil Heritage:
The Urgent Need for a
Community Centre”

anadais hometo a

thriving Tamil diaspora,
many of whom arrived
seeking refuge from war,
political instability, and
economic hardships. Over the
decades, the first-generation
Tamil immigrants have built
lives in Canada while holding
deep nostalgia for their
homeland. However, as
newer generations grow up in
an entirely different cultural
setting, there is a pressing
need to ensure they remain
connected to their Tamil
roots. For Tamil Canadians,
the establishment of the
Tamil Community Centre
(TCC) represents a crucial
step in safeguarding and
fostering Tamil heritage for
future generations. This
centre is not merely a
building; it is a vital space for
education, cultural exchange,
and community engagement.

First-Generation Tamil
Immigrants: A Lingering
Nostalgia

The first wave of Tamil

immigrants arrived in Canada
carrying with them the
memories, traditions, and
identity of their homeland.
Many of them were forced to
leave due to political
instability and civil war,
leaving behind loved ones,
familiar landscapes, and
cultural institutions that had
shaped their lives. Despite
the challenges of adapting to
a new country, they carried
with them their deep-rooted
traditions, language, and
customs. They worked hard
to establish a sense of
belonging in Canada, forming
close-knit communities and
supporting one another in
preserving their cultural
identity. However, without a
dedicated space to practice
and celebrate their heritage,
many feel a deep sense of
loss and disconnection from
their origins.

A Tamil community centre
would serve as a beacon of
cultural continuity for first-
generation immigrants,

allowing them to celebrate
festivals, share stories, and
engage in traditional practices
collectively. It would be a
place where they can pass
down their knowledge and
values to younger
generations, fostering a sense
of belonging and identity.
Additionally, it would play a
crucial role in promoting and
preserving Tamil cultural
heritage by organizing
cultural events, language
programs, and artistic
performances. The centre
would also promote social
cohesiveness among various
age groups through access to
parklands and recreational
facilities, fostering interaction
and unity within the
community. Moreover, it
could provide public services
related to physical, mental,
and spiritual well-being, such
as wellness programs,
meditation sessions, and
community support groups,
ensuring a holistic approach
to cultural preservation and
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Investing in a
community
centreis an

investment in

the longevity of
Tamil heritage in
Canada.
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individual well-being.

In addition, a Tamil
museum and archives within
the centre can document the
history of Tamil migration to
Canada, including the
struggles and contributions of
the Tamil community. This
will provide a valuable
resource for both researchers
and the public to understand
the depth of Tamil Canadian
heritage.

Future Generations: The
Risk of Cultural Detachment

While first-generation
Tamils hold a strong
emotional attachment to
their homeland, future
generations of Tamil
Canadians are growing up in
an environment where
exposure to Tamil culture is
limited. As Tamil children and
youth grow up in Canada,
they often experience a blend
of their ancestral culture and
the dominant Western
culture. Many children and
young adults find themselves
caught between two worlds—
the expectations of their
Tamil heritage and the
influences of Canadian
society.

Without a structured and
accessible cultural education,



there is a risk that younger
Tamils may lose touch with
their ancestral language,
traditions, and identity.
Without proper community
infrastructure, there is a risk
of subsequent generations
losing touch with their
heritage. Language erosion is
a significant concern, as Tamil
is one of the world's oldest
languages, rich with literature
and history.

A Tamil community centre
would provide an essential
platform for cultural
immersion, offering language
classes, arts and music
programs, and workshops on
Tamil history and traditions. It
would create an environment
where younger generations
can actively participate in
their culture, rather than
merely being passive
observers. By integrating
Tamil heritage into their daily
lives, a community centre
would empower them to
embrace their identity with
pride and confidence.

Beyond cultural education,
a Tamil community centre
would play a critical role in
empowering young Tamil
leaders. By providing
mentorship programs,
leadership workshops, and
opportunities for civic
engagement, the centre
would help shape confident
and community-minded
individuals. Young Tamils
would have a space to
develop their skills, engage in
meaningful dialogue about
their identity, and take on
leadership roles within their
community. Such initiatives
would ensure that future
generations are not only
aware of their heritage but
also actively contribute to its
preservation and
advancement.

Strengthening Community
Bonds and Collective Growth

A Tamil community centre
in Canada would also play a
crucial role in strengthening
the bonds within the
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The time to act
is now - to build
a lasting legacy
for the Tamil
diaspora and to
create a home
away from
home for
generations to
come.
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diaspora. It would provide a
space where Tamil Canadians
of all ages can come together
to support one another,
celebrate shared experiences,
and work collectively toward
preserving their cultural
heritage. Festivals like Pongal,
Deepavali, and Tamil New
Year could be celebrated on a
grand scale, fostering unity
and intergenerational
learning.

Additionally, the centre

could act as a resource hub,
providing social services such
as career mentorship, mental
health support, and
networking opportunities. For
new immigrants, it would be
a place of guidance, helping
them integrate into Canadian
society while staying
connected to their Tamil
roots. By addressing both
cultural and social needs, the
community centre would
become a pillar of strength
for the Tamil diaspora in
Canada.

Furthermore, the Tamil
community centre could
contribute meaningfully to
the multicultural fabric of the
city of Toronto by acting as a
welcoming hub for people of
all ages and ethnicities. It
would serve as a space where
diverse communities can
equitably share resources,
engage in cross-cultural
programming, and foster
intercultural understanding.
Through its inclusive
approach, the centre would
not only preserve Tamil
heritage but also promote
broader social harmony and
cultural exchange within
Canada’s multicultural
society.

Conclusion: A Call to
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Action

The need for a Tamil
community centre in Canada
is not merely about nostalgia;
it is about securing the future
of Tamil identity in a
multicultural society. Without
a dedicated space to nurture
language, traditions, and
community bonds, future
generations risk losing the
deep cultural roots that
define them. Investing in a
community centre is an
investment in the longevity of
Tamil heritage in Canada.

Such a centre would serve
as a powerful reminder of the
sacrifices and struggles of the
first generation, ensuring that
their dreams of preserving
Tamil culture are realized. It
would be a space where
traditions are celebrated,
stories are passed down, and
identity is strengthened. The
time to act is now—to build a
lasting legacy for the Tamil
diaspora and to create a
home away from home for
generations to come.

Sharmmila Rajkumar
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Every little bit makes a difference,
no matter whether it’s you yourself
donating, getting a few people
together to donate, or talking
about the community centre and
getting the word out about it. The
importance of building that and the
little steps it takes to get there can’t be
understated, especially when it comes
to a project of this size and scale. ))

d{ \We start a new chapter in the tamil
canadian story the construction of the tamil
community center situated at 311 stains
avenue which is part of the traditional lands
of many indigenous nations most recently of
the mississaugas of the credit first nations
this story begins as tamil started coming to
canada in the 1950s to fill high skilled jobs
and students who came to pursue
post-secondary education and graduate
programs and seek a better future for them

and their families. )

the birth of this new Tamil
Community Centre is more than a
creation of a building. It’s a coming
together of years of collective hope,
resilience and the struggle of our
people. I'd like to thank the founding
organizations and the individuals and
over 150 organizations ))

d { The Tamil community centre has
been a dream for the local community
here in Scarborough. When | was door
knocking back in 2018, | heard from many
residents especially in this neighbourhood
that there there was a lack of access
for recreational activities and resources
for the community. And as a local
representative, | see the need for a space
to provide services and activities for
seniors, children, youth and families.”
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SEEDING PHILANTHROPIST FAMILIES

uraly Srinarayanathas,

CEO and Executive
Chairman of 369 Global, is a
Toronto-based entrepreneur,
global strategist, and
philanthropist with a deep
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Building a Legacy: Muraly Srinarayanathas’
Commitment to the Tamil Community Centre

commitment to community
building. Having immigrated
to Canada with his parents in
1987, he understands
firsthand the importance of
organizations that support
and uplift newcomers. His
journey has been shaped by
the guidance and
opportunities provided by the
Tamil community and many
other institutions, which
nurtured his growth and
success.

Reflecting on the Tamil
Community Centre (TCC),
Muraly shared his excitement:

"I think it’s such an
incredible initiative, and I'm
so proud to be a part of it. As

a young boy coming to
Canada, many organizations
and elders in the community
helped guide me and
provided opportunities that
shaped my path. The Tamil
Community Centre brings
together all these nurturers,
institutions, and generations
in a way that strengthens and
uplifts our community."

Recognizing the profound
impact the TCC will have,
Muraly and his team at 369
Global, along with his family’s
Sri Narayana Das Foundation,
have made a generous
contribution to support its
development. He sees this
initiative as a way to give back

and ensure that future
generations have access to
spaces that promote culture,
education, and social
engagement.

"The activities and sense
of togetherness that the
Tamil Community Centre will
foster are incredibly exciting
to me. | hope others will also
consider supporting this
important initiative."

Through his philanthropic
efforts, Muraly continues to
be a driving force in creating
opportunities for the Tamil
community and beyond,
ensuring that newcomers and
future generations have the
support they need to thrive.
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As we near the finish line of this incredible 100
Days of Community Engagement journey, I'm
reminded that this was never just a solo effort—
it's a *marathon relay* where each of us plays
a part in building a stronger community.

On March 30, 2025, we'll celebrate the 100th
and final day of this campaign with a special
event at Scarborough Convention Centre at 5
PM! This milestone marks not just the end of a
challenge, but the beginning of even greater
collective action.

What's Next? Who's Taking This Forward?

The mission doesn’t stop here! To truly make an
impact, we need *more hands, more voices,
and more leadership. | invite 100 More Members
from our community to take the baton and
continue this movement beyond these 100
days. Who's ready to step up?

A Heartfelt Thank You!

To everyone who participated, shared, and
engaged—your support has made this
campaign a success. Let’s keep the
momentum going and ensure the Tamil
Community Centre (TCC) remains a thriving
hub for all.

Join us on March 30 at Scarborough
Convention Centre to celebrate this journey
and discuss the future of this movement!

Anpudan
Navajeevan Anantharaj
Call: 416 272 8543

100 DAYS OF
COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

March 30, 2025
5:00 PM

Q Scarborough Convention Centre

EVENT REGISTRATION PLAY VIDEO
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