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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
TAMIL UNIVERSITY MOVEMENT

1 INTRODUCTION:

This is the seventh report of the Council of the Tamil Unlversity
Movement, and it covers the period 1st December 1963 to 31st
Decembdr 1965, During this period, the activities of the Council were
mostly devoted to the work connected with the Practical School of
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry at Uppuveli. The Council has
great pleasure in reporting that considerable progress has been
made in this direction and a full account of the tasks accomplished
appears eisewhere in this report, Wherever possible and whenever
neosessary the Couucil also had carried on the agaitation, on behalf
of the Movemznt for the establishment of a University for the
Tamil Speaking Peoples of Ceylon. It will be appreciated that the
achievement of these objectives will ultimately be decided on the
one haad by governmentel policies and on the other by the united
efforts of all Tamil speaking peoples of the country.

2. COUNCIL MEETING:

Tweleve meetings of the Council were held during the period
under review, Of these eleven were ordinary meetings and one was a
special meeting,

3. CHANGES IN THE COUNCIL:

Messrs V. J. Wijeratnasingham, A, Somasundram and O. L. M.
Ismail were elected to fill the vacancies in the Council caused by the
deaths of Messrs S. J. Guaasekaram, A. Ranguuthar and S, Suppir-
amaniam respectively,

The Council racords with deep regret the untimely deaths of the
following members who have rendered very valuable services to the
Movement :

Mrs, 8. J, Gunasekaram

Mr. A, Ragunathar

Mr, 8. Suppiramaniam

Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan



4. LEGAL STATUS:

Inspite of several efforts, it has not yet been possible to obiain
legal status for the Movement,either by incorporation of the Movement
or of the Board of Trustees,

5. FINANCES:

The audited statement of accounts for the years 1963.64 and
1964-65 and the reports of the Auditors will be presented to the mem-
bers by the Hony, Treasurer. Subscriptions from members and associate
meambers and donatioos from benefactors continue to be the chief
source of income of the pMovement. [t is noted with regret that there
has been a steady decline in the contributions to the fund of the Move-
ment, No efforts were made earljer either to organise propaganda
meetings or to launch a campaign for the collection of funds. The
Council felt that such a step shculd awaijt the completion of the
buildings necessary for the first stage of the Practical School of
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry at Uppuveli. The Council has
now appointed a committee with Mr. R. Rajaratnam as Chairman
to organise a collection campaign. The other members of the
committee are Prof, A Sinnathamby, Messrs C. Kandasamy, A
Sinhathamby and T. Rajathurai with P, Kathiravelupillai as secretary,
In view of the paucity of funds necessary for the completion of the
first stage of buildings at Upyuveli, the Council of the Movement has
with the sanction of the Board of Trustees sold its investments of
Rs 40,000/- on Governments Securities for a sum of Rs 39 174/-
There was however no loss on this transaction as the Movement hes
earned Rs. 3,732-92 by way of interest.

During the period under reviw the following special donations
were recejved:

Mr. S. Arumuganathan Rs. 10,000/~
xIr. N. Nadarasa Rs, 3,600/-
Mr. W. H. T. Bartiet Rs. 1,000/-
Mr. S. A, David Rs, 500/-

6, LIFE MEMBERS:

The following were elected life members of the Movement for
reasens set out against their names:

Mr, V. M. Sivasithamparam | For outstanding szrvices rende-

MT. S. Atumugam { red to the Movement

Mr. S. Arumuganathan for donating Rs, 10,000/~
Mr, N. Nadarasa for donating Rs. 3,600/-
Mr. W, H. T. Barilet for donating Rs 1000/~
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7. WORKS COMMITEE:

The Works Committes with the following members:
Mr. C. Rasiah (Chairman)
Prof. A. W, Mailvaganam
Mr, €. Kandasamy
Mr. 8. Thangarajah
Mr, S. Arumugam and

Mr, P. Kathiravelupillai as Secretary continues to function
and advises the Council regarding building operations.

8. LAW COMMITTEE:

The Law Committee with the following members:

Mr. N, Sinnathamby

Mr. N. Krishnadasan

Mr. C, Ranganathan

Mr. S. Ambalavanar

Mr. V. Murugesu

Mr, V. Velauthapillai and

Mr. P. Kathiravelupillai as Secretary continues to function.
This Committee advises the Couacil on various legal matters connec-
ted with the activities of the Movement.

9. LANDS AT TRINCOMALEE:

The Movement has so far purchased lands to the value of
Rs. 214,399/40. This includes 5 acres of land at Inner Harbour Road,
Trincomalee and 86 acres at Uppuveli,

It was mentioned in the last report that Council oa the advice of its
Legal Committee had decided to re-execute the deeds in respect of the
lands purchased for the Movement. The execution of the deeds of
rectification in respect of the Inner Harbour Road land has been
completed. Regarding the lands at Uppuveli, though the deeds of
rectification have been drafted, it has not been possible to execute
the deeds in spite of repeated efforts. Only one deed relating to the
purchase made from Dr, W. L. B, Dassanayake has been completed,

In connsction with the execution of the deeds of rectification
in respect of the Uppuvell lands it has been found that most
of the Vendors are now asking the Movement to sell them
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building blocks in extent 2 and % acre. Tt appearsthat at the
time when Mr, T. Rajathurai negotiated the purchase on behalf
of the Movemsnt, he had told some of the Vendors that the
Movement, would convey to them 4 acre of land to those who sold 5
acres and under and 1 acre to those who seld 10 acresand over. In
order to assist the Movement in this connecCtion a committee consis-
ting of Mr. T. Rajathurai, Mr. R, Rajaratnam, Mr. R. Murugupillai,
Mr.R.Sambanthan and Mr P.Kathiravelupillai as Secratary has been
appointed by the Couneil to go into this matter and to advice the
Council on the terms and conditions upon which the Movement is
to convey building blocks to the Vendors.

The Trustees of the Movement on the advice of the Legal
Committee entered into tenancy agreements with the squatters on the
Inner Hirbour Road Land. An Application was filed in the Court of
Requests, Trincomalee against one of the squatters who had committed
a breach of the tenancy agreement. The Ceurt ordered the squatter
to vacate ths premises by 31-12-65. Onre of the squatters in the
Uppuveli land, Mr. Joseph vacated the premises on payment of
Rs. 1,400/- as comoaensation. This sum represented the value of the
buildings erected by the squatter and this buvilding has since been
demalished. The Council is thankful to Mr. N. Krishnadasan but
for whose intervention this matter and the tenancy agreements in
respect of the Inner Marbour Road land could not have been finalised.

Preliminary noticas have bzen issued on two squatters giving them
time according to law to vacate the premises. GUn the expiry of the
stipulated periods actions will be filed in the Court of Requests of
Trincomalee to have the squatter ejected from the Movement’s
premises if they eontinue to remain in forcible possession,

10. PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE & ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

TRAINING CENTRE:

In the last report of the Council, reference 'was made to the
various steps proposed to be taken in regard to the establishment of
the Practical Agriculture and Animal Husbandry Training Centre on
the lands at Uppuveli. The Council has pleasure in reporting that
substaatial progress has been made in regard to the first stage of this
programme, The following items of work have been completed
under the direct supervision of Mr. P. Jeganathan the Director who
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continues to reside at the campus of the Movement at Uppuveli:
(Please see appendix for photegraphs)

(a) Staff Bungalaw

At present this bungalow serves as the residence of Mr. P,
Jeganathan,

(b) Laboratory & Store Room:

A Laboratory designed to accomodate about 30 students has been
canstructed at a cost of about Rs. 40,060/- This laboratory has been
equipped with the necessary laboratory tables cupbeards and almy-
rahs, A store.room is also attached to the laboratory.

(c) Dormitory, Dining Hall & Kitchen:

Earlier it was intended to make tompocary arrangements for the
residence of the studeats in a rented house in Trincomalee. Accordingly
the Movement rented out a house at Greea Road, Trincomalee
through Muhandram Muthucumaru a member of the Council, Since
this building was not required for the immediate use of the Movement
the Council decided to sub-let the premises to a mominee of Muhan-
dram Muthacumaru. The Council has now terminated the tenancy
with effect from 31st September 1965 and the building has been
handed owsr to the owaer. However the last tenant has failed to pay
the Mevemsat rent amounting to Rs. 1,495/-. Consequent te the
dscision of the Council an action has been filed in the District Court
of Triacomalee, to recover the arrears of rent from Mr. P. Raju, the
tenant referred to. The Academic Committee of the Centre which
visited the campus in June 1964 was of the unanimous opinion that
trainees should bs provided with residential facilities within the cam.
p1s sidce it was nacassary that the trainees should live and work in a
trily agricultural surrounding. Consequently the Council launched on
the canstruction of the buildings consisting of the dormitory, dining
hall, kitchen and lavatories. These buildings have besn completed at a
Oast of Rs. 150,000/~ and are dssigned to provide accommodation
for 30 students and a house master. These buildings could serve
only the students in their first year of study.

(d) Power House:
The Quarters built and inteaded for occupation by the clerk
have new besn converted inio a power houss eum store room. An
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electric generator has been purchased at a cost of Rs. 8,944/25,
Wooden posts to the value of Rs. 1,542/87 have been purchased from
the Forest Department for the work on wiring and supply of electri-

city to Director’s bungalow, the dormitory, dining hall, kitehen, wells
roadways etc.

() Wells

For the purpose of developing highland cultivation, two new
wells were sunk on the lands at Uppuveli. Water from these wells
will be used for irrigating the highland crops to be cultivated on the
lands that will be cleared and brought under cultivation. The cost of
constructing and building these two wells is about Rs. 8,000/-.

In course of time it will become necessary to sink more wells on these
lands.

(f) Water Pumps:

Two water pumps; one a diesel pump costing Rs. 3,000/~ and the
other a power pump costing Rs. 1, 215/~ have been purchased.

(g) Barbed Wire Fencing:

The lands on which the laboratory and the dormitory etc. are
situated have fenced with barbed wire. The total extent of the land
fenced is 27 acres - 1 rood and 6 perches.

(h) Paddy lands:

The successful training of studeats in agriculture depend
on the availability of suitable 1and for cultivation. Since the
Movement does not have enough funds at present to purchase paddy
lands with irrigation facilities, the Council decided to lease lands to
be used for instructing the trainees. Accordingly 84 acres of paddy
field in Tambalagamam have been leased by the Momement fora
period of five years. This land has already been cultivated for two
seasons by the Movement.

(i) Tractor & Trailer:

Reference was made in the last ceport to the purchase of a Tractor
and Trailer in 1962. These have been extremely useful in connection
with the building operations of the Movement. Mr. P.Jeganathan in
addition attends to the pioneering work in connection with the
establishment of the Training Centre,
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While a considerable pertion of the work in connection with the
establishment of the proposed Training Centre have been completed,
it will be necessary to easure the provision of a number of other
items before the commsancament of the Ceatre. The buildings that
have bean completed will be sufficient to cater to the needs of the
first year trainees. But it is necessary to commence work in the
buildings necessary for the second yeir and third year students
right now. Further, ohenicals and equipmeat furniture for class
rooms, dormitory and dining hall and utensils for the kitchen etc
have to be purchased and made available, Buildiags and livestock
for the animal husbandry yard have to be got ready. Provision
should also ba made for the teaching, secretarial and other staff, Tt is
estimated that a sum of two and a half lakhs of rupees will be
required to complete this programme.

It is the coasidered view of the Academic Committee that the
campus of the Centre should present the appearance of a farm at the
time the first batch of students are admitted. Mr. P, Jeganathan,
Director of the Training Centre had drawn up development
programems covering the various aspects of activities to be undertaken
in comection with the establishment of the Agriculture and Animal
Husbaadry Training Centre, These programmes which have been
approved is estimated to costRs. 9050/- Arrangemeats are being
made to clear an extent of about 15 acres of land at Uppuveli for
cultivaton of highland crops ani manawari paddy. Arrangéments,
are under consideration to complete the animal husbandry yard to
offer training in poultry farming, g>at farmingand piggery. Till such
tims as these items are ready it will not be possible to commence the
training of students at the Centre.

11. LANDS;

All efforts made in the past to secure @rown land for the
activities of the Movement have not met with any success. An
application has been made in September 1965 for the lease of 750
acres of Crown land in Vavuniya and Trincomalee Districts. In this
connaction, the Presideat and the Administrative Secretary interviewed
the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of Lands, Irrigation and
Power on 28th October 1965, Government decision en this matter
is awaited.



12,  RAIN GAUGE STATION:

A raia gauge station has been set up in the Movement’s premiges
at Uppuveli. The necessary apparatus for the station was given by
the Materological Department. The Director of the Centre, Mr. P.
Jeganathan is in charge of this station, The data collected at the
station is sent to the Meterological Department, Records of rain
fall are maintained by the Director, In course of time the study of

the pattern of rainfall will be necessary for the determination of the
cultivation of agricultural crops.

13. DAMAGE BY CYCLONE:

Damage to the value of about Rs, 20,000/. was caused to the
propsrties of the Mevement at Uppuveli as a result of the cyclene in
December 1964. The damages have since been repaired.

14, NAVALAR HALL:

The Council appointed a committee to examine the working of
Navalar Hall and to evolve measures to put the Institution en a
sound footing. The Committee consisting of the following:-

Prof. A. W. Mailvaganam (Chairman)
Mr, N. Krishnadasan
Mr. R, Rajaratnam

Mr. K. A. Selliah
Mr, C, Rasiah

Mr, S. Arumuganathan

M, S. Selvaratnam

Mr. C. Satkunananthan

Mr, C. Kandasamy

Mr. P. Kathiravelupillai (Cenvener)

was appointed by the Council. The Committe recomended that
Navalar Hall should conduct day classes in additien to the svening
classes. Arrangements were made to conduct G. C. E. (Advanced
Level) and G. C. B, (Ordinary Level) classes. The committee also
recomended the appointmeant of a full time paid principal. In accor.
dance with the recommendation, Mr. M. Kidnapillai M. A. (Cantab)
B.Sc. (Lond) Retired Principal of the Junior Technical School, Jaffaa
was appointed Principal Navalar Hall,
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Navalar Hall is at present administered according to the constitu-
tion by a Board of Governors. The Beard of Management was
replaced by Board of Governors consisting of ;-

Prof. A, Sinnathamby (Chairman)

Prof, P. K. Chanmugam

Mr, C. Rasiah

Mr. N. Krishnadasan

Mr. S. Selvaratnam

Mr. C. Satkunananthan

Mr. C. Kandasamy

Mr. M. Kidnapillai - Principal and

Mr.P. Kathiravelupillai:- Registrar, Navaiar Hall, Secretary.

During the period under referencs the Movement has given agrant
of Rs. 21,000 to mest the capital cxpenditure required for the running
of the Hall. By and larze Navalar Hall was able to meet its recurrent
expenditure withouwt much financial assistance from the Movement.

15. MEMBERSHIP:

[here has been a larsc drop out in the membership of the
Movement and the Council which is alive to this situation, did not
make any attempts to eirol new members or to persuade those who

had caased to bs mambzrs to continue their membership. 1t was felt
that any attempt to increase the membership of the Movement
should bz made after substantial progress has been made in the
matter of establishing thePractioal Agriculture andAnimal Husbandry
Training Centre. It is hoped that those who had allowed their
membership to lapse will after persuing this report re-join the
Movemaant and help it to start ths courses in Agriculture and Animal
Husbandry at an early date.

Sgd. S. Selvaratnam
Hony. General Secretary

Colombao.
3-3-1966,
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