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Dr Thuraiappah Rasamuthiah an appreciation from the
UK-Sri Lanka Trauma Group and Samutthana

Dr Thuraiappah Rasamuthiah “Ras” as we knew him has been a friend and
coileague to the UK-Sri Lanka Trauma group (UK-SLTG) for many years. He
was a Trustee and served as our Treasurer for a considerable period. Ras
was an active member of many medical and non-medical organisations. He
was concerned about the suffering of the Tamil people, committed to peace
and reconciliation and extended his hand to helping people from all ethnic
communities. He was outspoken and sometimes controversial and was not
afraid to speak his mind even if he was going against the grain. At the height
of the civil war in Sri Lanka, the UK-SLTG was one of the few organisations
committed to work across all communities in Sri Lanka as well as in the UK.
His active involvement with the UK-SLTG undoubtedly raised a few eyebrows
within some of the groups he was involved with. Ras nevertheless was
steadfast, focusing on the suffering of those caught up in the conflict and
always trying to find common ground to work together. After the tsunami in
2004, CAFOD gave King's College and UK-SLTG a grant to establish a
‘mental health capacity building centre” in Sri Lanka. This led to the
establishment of Samutthana, the King's College London Resource Centre for
Trauma, Displacement and Mental Health, with offices in Colombo, Jaffna,
Batticaloa and Hambantota. Ras was an active member of the steering group
in London to establish Samutthana and played a key role in implementation
work in Sri Lanka, particularly facilitating the establishment of the office in
Jaffna. This was at the height of the war and he accompanied many of us to
what at the time, were quite difficult trips to Jaffna. Members of his family
accommodated us and his extensive network was so helpful to us.
“Networking” is a quality of Ras that made him special; he connected with
people from all communities and all walks of life and was able to bring this
resource to help achieve our objectives. He was a bridge builder. Even in his
retirement he remained an active member of the UK-SLTG, his energy and
dedication never ceased. He would attend every meeting, irrespective of
weather with a carrier bag stuffed with the days papers and always full of
innovative ideas, and of people he met who might work with us or potential
funding opportunities. He will be remembered for his enthusiasm, optimism,
commitment, humility, compassion and his sense of humour. UK-SLTG and
Samutthana have lost an “ANNA” (older brother), we will miss him dearly.

Shamil Wanigaratne, Anula Nikapota, Shanthy Parameswaran, Laura
Kemmis and Rachel Tribe on behalf of UK-SLTG Trustees and Directors
of Samutthana.
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Sad loss of a friend and Colleague - Dr Thuraiappah Rasamuthiah

Today, we would like to pay tribute to a colleague and a good friend — Dr Thuraiappah
Rasamuthiah, commonly referred by us as Dr Rasa.

Over the years, he taught us many things and most importantly what caring really means. He
cared deeply about the different communities in llankai and colleagues that he worked with, He
never hesitated to take care of those who were in need without making any judgements. One
other notable lesson that we learnt from him is to look for the best in everyone. He said, “You
might have to wait a long time, but one day people will show their good side. It will come out, but
you just keep waiting”.

Dr Rasa was an active supporter and mentor of the peace and reconciliation initiative of TIC. He
has never failed to attend our human rights consultation and peace and reconciliation meetings
with the Sinhalese and Muslim communities in llankai. The amazing thing about all his ideas
was that directly or indirectly, they were meant to help people and keep the Tamil community
away from violence. He always encouraged us to have regular meetings, saying we needed
such gatherings to create awareness, heal and step away from violence as a community. He
was firm in advancing our message that civil society activists in llankai must be free to exercise
their most basic rights of freedom of thought and freedom of expression.

We have lost a great friend and colleague. His sudden death came with so many questions,
lessons and memories. We are deeply saddened that we will not have him around us anymore.

Ramani Salama
Chair
On behalf of the members and board

Tamil Information Centre is 2 non-profit making company limited by puarantee. Registered in England No. 2563348
(Established in 1979
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St MARY'S

LONG
DITTON

Following Christ, Serving You

I came to know Uncle Ras through the UK-Sri Lanka Trauma Group
but he has known my family before I was born.

My father was a few years senior to Uncle Ras but I believe they
overlapped at medical school and he went on to follow my father
into the field of psychiatry.

I remember as a child spending a happy summer in Hitchen when
my father covered a summer locum for Uncle Ras at Fairfield
Hospital. As it was locum cover I did not get to meet Uncle Ras at
the time.

It was only twenty years later that our paths crossed again when I
became honorary secretary of the UK-Sri Lanka Trauma Group and
he was on the executive committee.

1 have fond memories of Uncle Ras during our meetings in London
and also at conferences in Sri Lanka. He was a natural born
networker and would always be pulling out business cards from his
pocket of people he had met and thought we could link with or get
money from!

Uncle Ras had the wonderful ability to transcend boundaries of
race, ethnicity, class and religion. He would be equally happy
chatting to the office peon at Samutthana as he was to a Buddhist
monk, a Catholic priest, an army general or a high commissioner.

Uncle Ras was always supportive and encouraging as I transitioned
from working a counselling psychologist to full time ministry and for
that I will be ever grateful.

1 pray that his soul and that of Aunty Betty may rest in peace and
rise in glory.

Revd Dr Kuhan Satkunanayagam
Rector of St Mary's Church, Long Ditton

E M= mmumty Hall
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Rituals

13 July 2017, 11.00am to 12.30pm
Neville Funeral Service Chapel
Neville House, 301 Marsh Road,

Luton LU3 2RZ, UK

Cremation
13 July 2017, 1.00pm
Vale Cemetery &
Crematorium, The Vale,
Butterfield, Green Road,
Luton LU2 8DD, UK

Lunch - 2.00pm
St. Joseph’s Parish Centre,
St Josephs R C Church,
68 Gardenia Avenue,
Luton LU3 2NS, UK

———
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