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There is not even one thing that is wrong.
It was all accomplished long, long ago.
We do not know.

All is truth.
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A Brief Biography of the Late Mr
Murugesapillai Pathmanathan

Mr Murugesapillai Pathmanathan was
born in Haputalai, Srilanka, on the 1st
of January 1923. He was the 7th child
of Late Mr Kanapathipillai
Murugesapillai and Late Mrs Amirtha
luxmy Murugesapillai who had four
sons and five daughters. He spent his
early childhood in Vaddukoddai in
Jaffna, at their ancestral home which
was situated just opposite the Jaffna
College.

Mr Pathmanathan recieved his early education at the
Jaffna College in Vaddukoddai. He continued his
secondary schooling at Saint Benedicts College,
Colombo. After completing the London Matriculation he
had to surrender his ambition to continue with higher
education and was forced to look for employment in
order to assist his eldest brother in supporting their family
during the bleak years of World War Il. After his initial
service af the Royal Navy Mr Pathmanathan joined the
Ceylon Civil Service and served in various provinces in Sri
Lanka as the Head of the Licensing Department and
Chief Accountant. He was a conscientious and
dedicated officer who won the admiration of his peers
and superiors alike.

Mr Pathmanathan married Parameswary, daughter of
Mr and Mrs Nagamuthu Sinnadurai of Kantherodai,
Jaffna on the 12th June 1954. Together they had five
daughters, Vanaja, Saroja, Jayanthi, Shanthi and
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Gheetha and one son Jehanmohan. Mr Pathmanathan
fulfilled his duties admirably as a loving husband and a
devoted father.

In 1981, Mr Pathmanathan retired from the Government
Service and continued his career in the private sector
until 1989 when he migrated to Australia with his wife
and his youngest daughter. They settled in Perth and
enjoyed a very busy and active life. Mr Pathmanathan
was an active member of the Stock Road and Herald
Avenue indoor bowling club and was admired for his
strength and tenacity in learning and mastering a new
skill at the age of seventy. He was one of the leading
skippers in the club and had competed and won many
championships. He was very popular amongst other
members for his sportsmanship. Mr Pathmanathan was
also a keen bridge player and enjoyed an active social
life until the end. Mr Pathmanathan played a key role in
establishing the Western Ausfralia Tamil Seniors
Association where he served as a president for three
years.

Mr Pathmanathan led a simple yet inspiring life and had
a great capacity to love and show compassion to
others. He was a friend to people from all walks of life,
young and old. After a brief illness, he passed away
peacefully on the 24th July 2010. His unexpected
departure has left a great void in the life of his wife,
Parameswary, his six children, Vanaja, Saroja, Jayanthi,
Shanthi, Jehan Mohan, and Gheetha; Son-in-laws,
Yogendran, Selvanathan, Yogasundaram, Vazavan and
Graeme; daughter-in-law, Anusha; and grandchildren,
Arthee, Vamanan, Arthavan, Prabha, Haran, Dilan,
Thushanthan, Shubnah, Jothika, Ashwini and Darrshan.
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Our Dear Appah,

There is a saying in Tamil that "even a king will be
forced fo lead the life of a beggar if he was unfortu-
nate enough to have had five daughters'. Yet our
Appah, with an average income was able to provide
everything that a child could ask for and was able to
make all six of us feel very special. It was Ammah's per-
severance and Appah’s strength, patience and tire-
less support amongst considerable hardship that
Appah and Ammah endured that brought us to where
we are in life today.

You sacrificed your own comfort yet never com-
plained. Amongst our busy lives, we have not been
able to spend as much time with you as we may have
wished for and we wish that we could turn the clock
back to be near you to enjoy a little more of your kind
and compassionate face with that heart warming
smile. Appah, you are life's true gentleman. We will miss
you.

Children
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An Appreciation from the Wife

AR

It is with a heavy heart that | say good bye to my beloved
husband. You have been a tower of strength through the
ups and downs in life that we shared fogether. You stood
beside me and gave me the courage to accomplish so
many things. You were a true companion who would listen,
encourage and guide me but now without you | feel lost
and helpless not knowing how to proceed in life. May your
soul rest in peace.
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Loving Memories from Son in Law

The passing away of our dearest father in law is a great loss
for our family and friends, leaving a vacuum difficult to fill.
He was a unifying fatherly figure for us all providing moral
support and tfimely advice at all times, despite his geo-
graphic distance.

It is always a pleasure to read his many letters and birthday
cards. His contribution towards the care of his grandchil-
dren cannot be expressed in words. He sacrificed his own
comforts for the sake of his grandchildren sending Ammah
from continent to continent, even if he was unable to
accompany her. He was delighted with the accomplish-
ments of his children and grandchildren, and has seen the
fruits of his burden.

He was a man of principle who led a simple life. He is an
example to others. He always wanted to stay on his own
feet without any inconvenience to others, no doubt he
achieved this. Golden words | will always remember are
‘learn to live within your means and be happy.’

His charming face with a well clipped moustache and a
friendly smile on his face brightened up any room he would
walk into. We will always cherish fond memories of Appah
and they will remain in our heart as a driving force.

May his soul rest in peace

"Vaiyathul Valvangu valpavan vanuraiyum theivathul
vaikapadum"

From
Mr Yogendran
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Digitized by Noolaham &
noolaham.org aavanaw.org



Fond Memories of our Ammup

Ammapa, or Ammup as we affectionately knew him has
been an inspirational figure in our lives. Despite the dis-
tance from London to Perth we would always maintain
contact with each other, as Ammup was always eager to
hear about our academic and sporting achievements and
discuss recent events especially Dockers games. As well as
never forgetting to send a birthday card on time Ammup
recently started to use skype which made it easier to see his
heart-warming smile which we were previously only able to
hear over the phone. The upside of this distance was that
when we did get to see Ammup, these occasions were
made even more precious and memorable. From our early
years where we were fortunate enough to be cared for by
Ammup and Ammum while our parents were at work, to
the holidays spent in Australia and their visits to England,
these memories will be cherished by us for the rest of our
lives.

Ammap will always be remembered as the pleasant, cool-
headed man sitting in his armchair, clearly happiest when
surrounded by family and friends. Ammup could never be
described as old, given how he and Ammum always
seemed to be busy with something, whether it be bowling
or playing bridge. Perhaps it is that which makes his passing
difficult to comprehend, the knowledge that he is no longer
a phone call away. It is upseting that Ammup did not get
to see us all together bustling around the house before he
passed away but | find comfort in the fact that the memo-
ry of him will be celebrated and held dear by those he
leaves behind.

Ammup was one of life's frue gentlemen and we are
blessed to have had him in our lives. Although he is no
longer with us he leaves behind his family in whom he has
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taught many of these values and through whom we can
see ammup smiling back at us. We love you ammup.

From loving grandchildren,
Arthee & Vamanan Yogendran
(London, England]

In Memory of our Ammup

One of the things we nofticed in writing about Ammup is
that it is difficult to write about him, perhaps because he
was a man that managed to convey so much whilst saying
very little. Our first memories of Ammup are from our early
trips to Perth, where he and Ammum took great care of us
and made sure we had a lot of fun at their place (some-
thing that has never changed to this day). Be it playing
Rummiking with us to make sure we weren't bored, coming
all the way across the country to be with us during the times
of our Arangetrams, or simply watching a bit of the AFL or
cricket, he always had time for us, and never made us feel
that we were two generations apart in age. As we have
become a bit older, it has become quite apparent that the
kindness and love that Ammup showed towards all of those
around him is not something that you see in most people.
When combined with his gentle nature and positive outlook
on life, we know for sure that he will be missed by a lot of
people for many years to come.

From loving grandchildren,
Arthavan & Prabha Selvanathan
(Brisbane, Australia)
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Memories of our Loving Grandpa

| first met grandpa when | was 8 years old. While some
grandchildren can feel disconnected from their
grandparents, grandpa bridged the two generation
gap beautifully. He had an uncanny ability to under-
stand and engage people from all walks of life.
Although | spent 3 weeks with him in Australia, it felt all
too short. We met again when he celebrated his 80th
birthday in Sri Lanka. We travelled across India, visiting
various temples and points of interest along the way.
Grandpa continually displayed energy and life that
belied his age.

Before he became ill, | most recently saw grandpa in
Edmonton, Canada when he and grandma visited us
a couple years ago. He cared about all his children
and grandchildren, visiting everywhere that one
resided, no matter how far or difficult the fravel would
be for him. He never missed a birthday, graduation, or
milestone, which is quite a feat, considering the num-
ber of grandchildren he had.

Grandpa represented the epitome of compassion. At
the hospital, even after two heart attacks and count-
less other problems, he still found ways to exhibit his
kindness. Whenever someone new came to the hospi-
tal, he would inquire first about how they were doing
and how their life was going. He would ensure that
everyone around him had enough to eat and drink,
and that they were comfortable. Even while under
considerable pain and with his ominous prognosis he
showed concern for the well-being of others.
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All of us here have been blessed to have been
touched by such a kind-hearted person. We should all
be proud of the simple, yet inspiring, life that my grand-
pa led. He will live on through our memories.

From loving grandsons,
Haran & Lohan Yogasundaram
(Edmonton, Canada)
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Fond Memories of my Grandp

: W -

On behalf of my precious Amma- Shantha, Appa, myself,
Sanjeevan and Shubnah, | wish fo convey few thoughts.

Death oftfen weighs heavier on us by its weight on others
and pains us by their pain almost as much as by our own,
and sometimes even more. Ammup was a great person
who had an outstanding personality. He was wise, organ-
ized, very patient, always kind and gentle. He is the biggest
strength of Ammum.
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He was a very busy person for his age- involved in many
activities, had a routine like writing his diary everyday and
sending cards for all his children and grand children’s
birthdays. He is very easy to handle and so understanding.

| am blessed to be born as his first grandson; | spent my first
days and first steps with Ammup back in Jaffna. There were
days when my sister decorates Ammup with jewellery
making him a bride and as a loving grandfather he always
sat smiling enjoying all of those. All such beautiful memories
are countless, priceless and precious.

Ammup was a strong willed and self determined person
that he decided to walk into the embrace of God. What
we can learn from you is enormous Ammup, we all can
never make terms with the loss of your physical presence.
But we know you will want us to move forward despite this
aching heart, emptiness and sadness.

We are so proud of you Ammup, the earth has lost one
great man but through the quietly whispering winds I'm sure
you are there looking down at us and smiling warmly
wishing us well as always.

He, who has gone, so we but cherish his memory, abides
with us, more potent, nay, more present than the living man
- Antoine de Saint

You are in our hearts always Ammup and we love you.
From loving grandchildren,

Thushanthan and Shubnah
(Australia & UK)
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Loving Memories of my Grandpa

Some say God sends angels fo touch
our lives in different ways, to guide and
enthuse us; we believe that our grand-
father was one of those angels. He
shone a guiding light on the lives of 5’
those who crossed his path and we |
believe he will continue to do so, from
heaven above.

The geographical distance between g
my grandfather and us has resulted in
my sister and | being unable to spend
as much fime as we would have liked °
with him; however in the few but price-
less moments we spent together, he brought joy, level
headedness and tranquillity into my life. His memory will
continue to galvanize, motivate and encourage us all for
years to come.

The memories of him which my sister and | will always hold
dear to our hearts, were the fimes we would play board
games with him, one in parficular that we enjoyed, was
Rummakin. My grandparents, my sister and | would sit
around the dining table and play for hours. Our eagerness
to beat him would make us demand rematch after
rematch and tirelessly he would grant our wishes, playing
hour after hour. His endless patfience and adoring nature
are qualities which will we will strive to replicate in my own
personality.

Another example of his compassionate personality, was
whilst we stayed with him, during holidays to Perth, grand-
pa would always wait up for us, no matter how late the
hour of our arrival, with a heart warming smile and open
arms to greet us.
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Our father and grandfather share many qualities, a love for
the beauty in the simplicity of life, a way of speaking
directly to the heart, without uttering a single word and a
heart with room to love all, regardiess. The love between
my dad and his father was very apparent and although
they lived apart, grandpa remained his inspiration, even to
this day. Grandpa may not be with us in flesh and blood,
but his spirit remains strong within all of us and he will
continue to live on in the hearts of his descendants

Our father has shared so many memories with my
grandfather, and these include precious moments spent in
Jaffna, playing cricket, walking along endless green fields,
laughing and joking as well as vacations spent in Sri Lanka.
These memories are ones that my father will cherish forever,
but sometimes memories are not enough, and he has
come to redlize that ‘memories are golden well maybe
that is true. | never wanted memories, | only wanted you. In
life | loved you dearly; In death | love you sfill. In my heart
you hold a place no one could ever fill.’

All who knew my grandfather will remember his calm, yet
amiable aura and his sparkling brown eyes which radiated
youth and energy. But it is not only these things which | will
remember, his caring, understanding and trustworthy
personality continues to survive through his wife, children
and grandchildren. Being related to such an incredible
man is an honour and a blessing. We will always love you
grandpa. May your soul rest in peace.

From loving granddaughters,
Jothika and Ashwini Jehanmohan
(UK)
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My Loving Grandpa

When | was first request-
ed by my mum to write
up a speech for my

randpas funeral, | was
extremely opposed to
the idea. How can any
number of words or
pages do a human life
justice, let alone a life
that was lived with insur-
mountable integrity and
compassion for others, as
was my Grandpas. The
words | could have cho-
sen to say simply would
not have quantified the
whole lifetime of loving memories | have for my Grandpa,
as each encounter with him was truly a blessing. He was a
man who never said more than he needed fo, and neither
will 1. He had no hate for anyone, so it is with full confidence
that | say that he loved each and every one of you here
today, and | am sure he is smiing down from a better
place. In my struggle to hold my words, | will share only my
first ever memory | have of wonderful, kind and benevolent
grandfather.

When | was 5, during my 2 week school holidays | was sent
over to my grandparent’s house during the day. Other than
gaining weight off my grandma's cake icing, it was decid-
ed | would learn how to ride a bicycle over the 14 day peri-
od. This was a task initially assigned to Grandma. For 13
days she endured my consfant falls and constant crying.
The shiny new bicycle was quickly furning into a dangerous
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weaQpon, causing countless cuts and bruises. Finally on the
last day of the holidays, instead of teaching me to ride,
grandma decided to prepare lunch while grandpa took
over the teaching role. | see it as no coincidence that on
the one day he chose to teach his grandson how to ride ¢
bike, he succeeded immediately. Although the bike had
caused so much pain, and it seemed suicidal to get back
on if, with my Grandpa firmly clutching the handlebars, it
felt like the safest place in the world.

It is with a heavy heart that | say goodbye fo you my
Grandpa. You have taught me so many skills in life | will
cherish, and when people ask me how | learnt it, | won't
hesitate for a second to tell them it was you. There is an old
saying that only the good die young. You've proven that
one wrong Grandpa. | love you and always will until my last
breath.

From loving grandson,
Darrshan (Perth, Australia)
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My Loving Brother

My brother, myself and family grew up during World War 2
when everything was really hard, especially when there
was only one breadwinner to support the family of ten.

My Brother Seeni Anna whenever at home will read
interesting stories to me and to my elder sister o pass the
hard times.

When my brother reached London Matriculation he was
forced to look for a job so that he could also help support
the family of ten. He was successful in finding a job in the
Ceylon Navy during the War days.

He and my eldest brother continued to support us whilst
they lived in Colombo. When the War was over my brother
Seeni Anna joined the Ceylon Civil Service and was
established. He was fransferred to Jaffna Kacheri where
travelled daily to Jaffna Town by bus to work. As time went
on a marriage proposal was proposed to my brother to a
beautiful, intelligent young lady. The marriage took place
and thereafter they had six children, five daughters and
one son. Today the children themselves have grown and
have their own families. | am proud to say they are all doing
well.

| remember whilst | was working in the Cement Factory |
had a problem with a jealous man who was constantly
trying to upset me and bully me. | could not bare this
situation, so | decided to tell my brother about the situation.
Having listened to me very carefully, he said fo me that we
should both go and see that man. We did go and my
brother told this nasty man in strong words that he should
not interfere with me at work. After this, that nasty man
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changed his atfitude tome. Such was my dearest brother,
who was always prepared to protect and suppeort me.
Just the day before he was admitted to the hospital, he
rang me and left a message in the answer phone, wanting
to talk to me. I rang back and had a good chat. | wish | had
lived near him, so that we could have had a wonderful
time. However, it was not to be and | miss my dearest
brother. Goodbye my dearest brother.:

From
Rajasingham
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Fond Memories from a Brother in Law

Mr Murugesapillai Pathmanathan affectionately called Pat by
friends and relations was a simple unassuming person. He had a
calm and comforting face with a winning smile. He loved all and
hated none. These good gualities earned him lot of great friend
where ever he went.

Pat and myself both being Government Officers had to work in
different parts of the Island and at one time both happened to
work in Tincomale. Pat was helpful to us in many ways. Fishing
trips and boat trips to Mutur are still freshly in my mind. We had a
very enjoyable time in Trincomale. Gheetha was just a baby af
that time and | often go to see her. My sister and Pat always had
a good understanding of the future of their children. When the
children grew up and started schooling they did not want fo
change schooling and disturb their education of the children.
My sister stayed with the children and educated them at
Skandavarothaya College, which is just opposite fo our family
home in Kantharodai, Jaffna. Pat got stations from where he
could come home for the weekends and this arrangement
worked well. Parents gave all the support and encouragement
to the children and they in turn studied hard and did extremely
well in the examinations that brought fame and name fo the
parents and to the school.

All the children are doing well in life and we are all proud of
them. Pat had a small aiiment and entered hospital and was on
the road to recovery. Sister and children were counting the days
to take him back home. But God had his own mysterious plan.
Suddently his health deteriorated had and he passed away
peacefully on the morning of the 24th July 2010.

Pat lived a purpose full and meaning full life. Pat whom | proud-
ly called my Brother-In-Low is no more with us, but he will always
be in our heart. May he rest in peace. Aum Shanthil

From $. Rajadurai
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An Appreciation by a Nephew

AN APPRECIATION...... On the 24th of July 2010, my dear Mama
Pathmanathan departed this world having more than admirably
fulfiled all his obligations by his loving wife, handsome son and
five beautiful and accomplished daughters. The peaceful man-
ner of his demise was an emphatic endorsement of the exem-
plary nature of his life, as it came swiftly and without pain : the
kind of exits the Almighty reserves only for those whom he loves
He represented everything that | respected and admired in my
own father, (Mama’s eldest brother ) and following Appa'’s
demise in April 1989 ,[mama had migrated to Perth only the
month before ) Uncle Pathmanathan, who bore a striking resem-
blance to my Dad with his winsome smile and gentle ways, filled
that void in the next two decades.

When | became Chairman of Sri Lanka's oldest business estab-
lishment, George Steuarts, in April 2000, his beautiful note of con-
gratulations, reflected the kind of joy that my own father would
have had, if he had been dlive to share it. When | retfired in
March 2008 and decide fo live in Haputale, Mama was happy
again, because | was going back to his place of birth. God
rought me here with a purpose. The opportunities that | have
to confribute to the upliftment of the lives of the underprivileged
in Haputale which was once home to my dear father, paternal
uncles, aunts and grandparents, is only a modest way of saying
THANK YOU to a previous generation that left behind a tradition
of impeccable integrity and excellent values that took me to the
very top of Sri Lanka's private sector. Mama, | will miss your annu-
al note of affection and New Year greetings, penned in that all
familiar handwriting! Your family was fortunate in a husband,
father, and friend as you and will certainly miss you.

MAY YOU REST IN ETERNAL PEACE.

Your ever loving nephew,
Skanda

Sk ek ko ok
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Message from Cousin

Pathmanathan was the seventh child of the late Murugessapillai
and Amirthalakshmy of Vaddukoddai. He passed away at the
age of 87, on July 24, 2010 after a brief illness at Freemantle
Hospital. There were nine children - four boys and five girls in the
family. Their ancestral house was neighbouring Jaffna College,
separated by the College Lane and all the children had their
enfire education there. It was the house of our grandmother
Ponnammah Somasunderam and she was a highly respected
person in the community. My mother was the youngest of her
three daughters and Periammah was our favourite aunt.

My own association with Periammah's family was after my parents
moved from Malaysia a few months before the outbreak of World
War Il. However, my close association with that family was during
the time | lived with them for two and half years for my Collegiate
Tertiary Education. | was close to him during our bachelor days;
but after we started our own families and our work took us o dif-
ferent places, we had to stay satisfied with writing letters.

As acknowledged by Rajasingham (Baba) Pathmanathan's
youngest brother who read the eulogy at this funeral,
Pathmanathan gave up his ambition for higher education and
joined Ceylon Government Service fo supplement his eldest
brother's (Somasunderam) financial assistance to support a large
family during this bleak years of World War Il. He contfinued his serv-
ice at different Provincial Secretariats and in 1954 he married the
attractive, young, vivacious, versatile Parameswari from
Kanderodai. They had six wonderful children - five girls and a boy
who grew up with the parents in different parts of the country
where the father was posted, until finally he had to leave them
behind at Parmeswari's home at Kanderodai for their education
at Skandavarodaya College. That was indeed a great sacrifice
on his part to rough out at boarding houses far from the comforts
of his own home. In hind sight that was well worth all his sacrifice
since the children acguitted themselves so creditably that they
have earned high recognition in their respective professional
fields in UK, Canada, and Australia.

Mr.Jeganathan
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Message from an In Law

| first met Pat when | officiated at Gheetha and Graeme's
wedding on the éth June 2003 at their house in Rossmoyne.
As a marriage celebrant and father of Graeme it was here
that | first met Pat.

A guiet man, but never the less a person who spoke strong-
ly on the issues he believed in. | certainly enjoyed the many
conversations | had with him over the years, be it political or
just what may have taken our mutual fancy in the state or
the local papers.

With his wife Para, Pat was busy with various activities at the
Herald Avenue Senior Citizens Centre where he made lot of
friends.

His passing away came as a shock for I had only visited Pat
a few days before at Fremantle hospital for a talk and he
looked so well. May his soul rest in peace!

From Stuart W Clarke
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From the Tamil Seniors Association in

Western Australia

On behalf of the Tamil Seniors
of Western Australia, | wish to
place on record our apprecia-
tion of the life of the Lafe Mr
Murugesapillai Pathmanathan,
who had done a great service
to our Association.

The late Mr Pathmanathan was
born on the 1st of January 1923,
and passed away on the 24th
of July 2010. He led a full and
filing life, as a student, a public
servant in Sri Lanka, as a parent
to six children, and as a loving
grand father.

Mr Pathmanathan had his education at Jaffna College,
and thereafter joined the public service of Sri Lanka. He
worked mainly in Distric Administration, within the Northern
and Eastern Provinces of Sri Lanka. At one stage in his
career he was given in charge of regulafory functions,
which involved work within the court of Law. He performed
his duties and functions efficiently, and was commended
by the senior officers within the districts. His family and their
development was his prime care in his life. He had six chil-
dren, whom he gave the best of education, and they have
excelled in academics, and in the professions.

After his retirement, Mr Pathmanathan worked closely with-
in the seniors of the community. He was President of the
Tamil Seniors of Western Australia on two occasions. During
this period when he was President of the Tamil Seniors, he
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successfully conducted the Bharathi celebrations, with the
encouragement of young Tamils, fo understand the literary
heritage of the Tamil community. Mr Pathmanathan also
worked with the seniors at the Herald Avenue Senior
Citizens Centre.At this centre too he was a very popular
figure, as he took part in many activities, including bowling,
and playing bridge.

Above all, the late Mr Pathmanathan was a fine
gentleman, who was well mannered, and conducted
himself, with grace, dignity, and poise. His memory will
therefore always remain with us, as a model senior. May his
soul rest in peace.

A Devadas,
President of the Tamil Seniors of Western Australia.
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Message from the Bowling Club

Pat joined Herald Ave Senior Citzens Club when he and
Para moved to Vahland Willetton.

Pat was a very keen indoor carpet bowler and was one
of our leading skippers, he also competed in association
championships and all ways enjoyed his game. Pat will
be remembered as a gentleman, and was very respect-
ed by everyone at Herald Ave.

Ron Bowley
Bowls Captain
Herald Ave Senior Citizens Club
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Thank You

Through this difficult period, we have experienced
immense generosity and support from all our friends and
relatives. You have joined us in the final farewell to our
dearly beloved. Your presence at the ceremonies, the
messages of condolence, flowers, food and support over
the last few weeks, have been greatly appreciated and
have given great comfort to all of us.

Many Thanks
Mrs Pathmanathan and Family
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