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I prayed and hoped that, Appah would recover in hospital. There would
only be one outcome, and that was he would be discharged from hospital, and we
would continue with our lives, he would be around supporting, guiding and
caring as he had always done. The fact that, he would not be around was not an
option. However, God wanted Appah, and my time with him had come to an end.
At that time I felt cheated that, I had not been given the opportunity to tell him
how much Iloved him, and I was scared that he would never know. But since his
passing, Appah has been with me every day, giving me the strength and support
to carry on. Without a doubt, I am now confident that Appah did know how
much I'loved him, and continue to love him.

Appah was a great role model. He was everything a son could desire from
a father. He was a strict disciplinarian, a good educator, the teacher of ethics. He
was supportive in everything that I did. He was generous, kind hearted, and
loving.

There is a saying that, you never know what you had in a person until
they have gone. That simply is not true. I knew the man Appah when he was
alive, and I still know the man, eventhough he is physically no more. I know that
Appah’s spirit lives on in me. Even after his death, he continues to support and
guide me. His knowledge, wisdom, and pride in his heritage will be passed on to
my children. It saddens me that my children will not have Appah’s guidence,
but I can only hope that, I will be able to love and support them in the same way
that Appah had supported and guided me.

I desperately miss his physical presence, but in my heart he lives on,

His loving son,

Suresh Sivagnanam
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Appah...!

Inever imagined I'd be standing here today giving this speech at Appah’s
funeral - 1t still hasn’t sunk in that - I will not see his smiling face again, or hear
his voice, or feel his touch.

Appah was our rock, he was always there when we needed him, to talk, to
Iisten, and for advise. To me he knew everything; he had all the answers and
could solve any problem. He was a great listener, and even when he disagreed
with one, he never held a grudge against anyone; he would always be ready to see
both the sides of an argument.

Iremember recently, when I bought my flat there were certain things he
didn’tlike. BUT he still was the one, who would wait patiently in my flat for the
delivery of the TV, sofa, cupboard, or for the telephone engineer to arrive.

As you all know he was a very proud man - proud of his family and his
culture - he always instilled this in Anna and me. He would say, “Never forget
who you are and where you have come from, no matter what happens”. I remem-
ber when I' was filling an application form, and in the section, which asked eth-
nicidentity, he would always tell me to tick ‘other’ and write Sri Lankan.

He was also the coolest, calmest person I'he ever known. When everyone
around him would be panicking and anxious, he would remain ice cool. Even
when we took him to the hospital initially, he was relaxed, and did not panic not
even once. He was more worried about mum and asked me to stay with her at
home.

You all know how much he gave to everyone, as I look around this hall,
can see how many hearts he touched. He would be so happy to sce you all here
today - his family and friends from far and near - from the bottom of our hearts,
mum, annah and myself, would like to thank you for all your support today and
over the past week.

Appah was truly a great man, unselfish, full of love, kind-hearted and
generous and above all a wonderful husband and father. I only hope that Annah
and I can be, at least, half the man that he was.

His loving son,

Ramesh Sivagnanam

(Speech given at the Funeral Service
on Sunday 8th July 2001)
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Mamah... !

When Mamah died I was angry. Angry because I had so much still to
share with him, to learn from him. I felt cheated by his death. It wasn’t his time
and it wasn’t fair! Once that intital selfishness passed. I was able to value the
years that I did have with him. His death was not about me, it was about him. He
is in a better place now with God. [ have heard people say that God takes the
one’s that will be the most useful. He has certainly made a very good choice with
Mamah. I have notin any time have known to have heard a bad word said about
him. No one single word. That in itself is truly remarkable. Why ? Because he

was honest and fair in his dealings in all things and with all people. He was
capable of the kind of forgiveness that some of us may never know in our lifetime.
Even those one would regard as enemies would be forgiven,

I consider myself to be extremely lucky, privileged to be part of his family.
Mambh accepted me into his Iife, into his family and into his heart. Words cannot
express how much that meant to me. My biggest fear was that, | would disappoint
him somehow because I was different. But Mamh had more faith in me than I
had in myself. I know now that he was not disappointed. I hope that I can continue
to make him proud of me. I shall never forget his impact on my life. Mamah was
more of an Appa to me.

Tove and miss him dearly.

Susanne
(Daughter-in-Law)

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




Uncle... !

The sudden departure of my dear uncle, Mr Sivagnanam from our lives
was an unforseen loss. It seems only yesterday that Suresh Anna, Ramesh, and
I'were young boys, imitating the best batsmen and bowlers on the backside lawns.
To watch these two diligent and dutiful brothers performing the last ritcs at
their father’s funeral was near unbearable.

Periappa was a thoughtful and kind man, who always made time for
everyone and anyone. He was a keen sports fan with a great love for the
game of cricket. Infact, upon visiting him at hospital, he remarked that his
only disappointment was not being able to see this summer’s matches!

Periappa was a honourable man, dedicated to upholding moral and
righteous conduct. Above all, he was dedicated to maintaining our cultural
identity, its traditions and religious ways, so much so, that many of you
would have known him through the various community activities that he
had contributed to and supported.

Periappa realised very early on, the importance of uniting our
community together, so that children of my generation would maintian an
awareness of who they were, and where they have come from. He dedicated
much of his time and effort to this end. This is perhaps the greatest. giftand
memory I shall carry with me throughout my life, that should I ever need
to remind myself what it means to be a Tamil, I only need to think of
Periappa.

My thoughts and prayers are with Rathy Periamma, Suresh Anna,
and Ramesh. This has been a traumatic time for all, but the o ve, support
and encouragement expressed from family and friends has been tremendous
and comforting. I know Periappa is safe with God, to whom he alwa 'S
belonged. I will miss him greatly.

Ganesh Yoganathan
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In Memory of

Late Mr. Sinnadurai Sivagnanam

“Great men are they who see that spiritual
is stronger than any material force...”

- Hindu Scripture

An ideology that was exemplified by our la te Mr. Sinnadurai
Sivagnanam. Hinduism teaches us to lead a life of simplicity and devout
service to our Lord - Mr. Sivagnanam practiced this throughout his life.

Mr. Sinnadurai Sivagnanam was born on 26th February 1938 in
Vaddukkodai, Jaffna, as the youngest son of late Mr. Sittampalam
Sinnadurai and Mrs. Sellammah Sittampalam. An active philanthropist,
Mr. Sivagnanam was an accomplished community leader with a firm hold
on moral value and righteousness. In looking back, he lived a life of self-
less service to God and his community.

Mr. Sivagnanam was educated at Skanda Varodaya College,
Chunnakam, Jafna, and later travelled to South India in the early of 1960s
to follow higher education at Madras Engineering College where he ob-
tained a diploma in Engineering. Mr. Sivagnanam came to the United King-
dom in 1965 and continued his education at the South East London Col-
lege, where he obtained a Higher National Diploma in Mechanical
E ngineering. In 1970, he joined British Telecom as a Telecommunication
Engineer and worked with them until his retirement 3 years ago.

In 1969 he married Parathi, daughter of late Dr. and Mors.
Saravanamuthu in Malaysia. Mr. Sivagnanam was a devoted husband and
father, who was always kind and understanding. His two sons, Suresh
and Ramesh, stand testimony to a man of utmost moral integrity - the
perfect role model.

Not only a dedicated family man, but also a dedicated community leader;
he became the President and founder member of the South East London
Tamil Youth Centre in 1980, a post he distinguished for four years. The
suffering of the Tamil people is an emotive issue, which Mr. Sivagnanam
held close to his heart. From 1984 to 1988, as the Chairman of the Central
British Fund forTamils (CBF), he dedicated his efforts to helping the needy
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Tamil People back in Sri Lanka. In 1986, he joined the Tamil Informa-
tion Centre (TIC), and was an active member. Later he became the Presi-
dent of the TIC, a position which he held for over 10 years. During this
time he actively helped to Increase the awareness of the Tamil plight
and actively campaigned in UK., for the well being of Tamils in the
UK.

Mr. Sivagnanam recognised the need to help the Skanda Varodaya
college where he had his education back in Jaffna. He became a founder
member of the Skanda Varodaya College Old Boys Association in 1957,
Since its formation he had actively worked for the benefit of Skanda
Varodaya College and had held important positions including as its Vice
President and Assistant Secretary.

Mr. Sivagnanam not only played an active role in the well being of
the Tamil people but also of our ancient culture. In 1990, he helped to
found the London School of Carnatic Music, where he was President
for four years. The community is eternally grateful for his service.

In 1996, he joined the London Sivan Kovil Board of Trustces and ac-
tively participated in the management of the London Sival Kovil Trust
(LSKT). In August 1999, he took on the additional responsibility to co-
ordinate the entire range of community activities conducted in the Lon-
don Sivan Centre. In July 2000, he was elected as Secretary for the LSKT,
a position that entailed him being responsible for the day to day activites
of the LSKT. In carrying out his duties for Lord shiva he demonstrated
bhakthi and dedication. His honesty, approachable nature and devo-
tion will be deeply missed by the London Sivan Kovil Trust, the Kovil
staff, and the devotees.

Our deepest sympathy goes to Mr. Sivagnanam’s beloved wife Parathi,
his two cherished sons, Suresh and Ramesh, for whom we will all be
praying. We would also like to express our sincerest condolences to Mr.
Sivagnanam’s extended family and friends. May Lord Shiva guide us
all during this sad time.

London Sivan Kovil Trust
Board of Trustees, Priests, Oothuvar & Staff
4 A, Clarendon Rise, Lewisham, London SE 13 5ES
Tel: 020 8318 9844
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