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Orchid Bungalow
51 Mollands Lane,
South Ockendon RM15 6DH
Adult Services 01708 850555

109-111 Molands Lane,
South Ockenden RM15 6DJ
Adult Services 01708 856592

www.satashcommunitycare.

Letchmi Loganathan LE
07957 869620
letchmi@satashcommunitycare.com

Sathian Loganathan
07949 755104
sathian@satashcommunitycare.com
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(By late S. Shivapathasundaram B.A)

CHAPTER 4
GOD

The Conception of God

Many conventional religions have a lofty conception of God and hold almost identical views
regarding His attributes. On the other hand, there are religions which have very primitive
views of God, regarding Him only as a superman and attributing human frailties and
weaknesses to Him, or picturing Him as a tyrant who is a slave to hatred and anger, pride
and revenge. Such notions demoralise the life of the worshipper and make religion only a
power for evil. Besides, even advanced religions have a popular side, which depicts God in
a human form so as to appeal to the imagination of the masses. As a corrective of such
notions, a list of God's attributes must find a place in religious philosophy, even if it does not
help us in knowing His true nature.

The Attributes of God

The attributes of God may be deduced from the conception of God given in the last
chapter. We had to postulate the existence of God to explain the evolution of the universe,
and presented Him as the director of the universe. Since He causes the evolution of the
universe, He must be different from Maya, soul, and Anava, which together form the
universe. Maya, we all know, possesses unlimited energy, and, as God directs all this energy,
several religious philosophies hold that He has unlimited energy. But energy can be used
only to overcome resistance. He has no occasion to use energy, and it would therefore be
inconsistent with His Lordship of the universe to attribute power to Him. What is ordinarily
understood by the possession of unlimited power is really the directing of the unlimited
energy existing in the universe.

Some theologians attribute to Him omnipotence instead of unlimited power. From one point
of view, omnipotence is the same as unlimited power. But the word is sometimes used to
mean the power to do what is, = humanly speaking, impossible. The incarnation of God is
an example of this. Birth and sufferings after birth are limitations, and it is therefore as
impossible for God to be born as man as it is for a circle to become a square. It would be
trifling with God to attribute to Him an omnipotence which includes the performance of acts
involving inconsistency. God is also believed to help His devotees in the performance of
miracles by interfering with the natural course of events. This is attributing to God the human
frailty of favouritism. Miracles are only acts that cannot be explained by the knowledge
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available at present to the scientist. They really obey laws, and when these laws are found
out by man, miracles will cease to be impressive.

Since God causes the evolution of the universe, it is inferred that there can be nothing in it
of which He is not aware. Therefore He is said to be omniscient. But He does not derive His
awareness as we do by observation or inference. He transcends time; and the past, the
present, and the future are equally present to Him. But omniscience really falls short of a
correct notion of God; for knowing is an action, and all actions imply change; whereas the
idea of God implies that He is changeless. It is more correct to say that He is the source of
all knowledge than that He is the possessor of all knowledge.

God is not a Being of whom any need can be predicated. There is nothing that has to be
achieved by Him. He is therefore said to be a perfect Being.

If a thing undergoes change, it must be subject to some power or circumstance outside it,
which compels the change. Even when a man changes his plans himself, the occasion for
the change is a circumstance outside himself. Since all the circumstances in the universe
owe their origin to God, there can be nothing in the universe which can control Him or
compel Him to change. He is therefore said to be unchangeable. He neither thinks or desires
nor acts, as each of these activities implies change.

Neither has He likes and dislikes. A person is said to like or dislike a thing according as it
gives him satisfaction or the opposite. But there is nothing capable of affecting God in either
of these ways. It is therefore wrong to say that God likes certain of our acts and dislikes
certain others. It is just as immaterial to Him whether we worship Him or despise Him, as it
is to the fire whether a man shivering with cold goes up to it and warms himself or fails to
avail himself of it and continues to suffer. The Love of God goes as much to the despiser as
to the lover, and in due course draws him towards God, just as the fire ultimately attracts
towards itself the man who has been standing aloof and has found the cold unbearable.

Since God does not occupy space and is in no way limited by it, He is said to be omnipresent.
But the word is taken to mean being present everywhere, and the question is sometimes
asked how God can be everywhere, seeing that space is occupied by other things. The
principle, "that two things cannot occupy the same space at the same time," is inapplicable
to God, as the things spoken of in the principle are material substances which occupy space.
The same error underlies the idea that there can be no reality besides God. It is argued that
if souls or the worlds should be realities, God would be limited by the fact of their mere
existence and become imperfect. But, strictly speaking, it is wrong even to say that God is
everywhere. For, God being everywhere, implies that He occupies space. To avoid the error,
some say that He is immanent in all beings, animate and inanimate. But immanence and
omnipresence are equally meaningless to those of us who do not know the exact nature of
God and matter.

(These so-called acts of God may create the impression that God works just as we do, and
drive one to the conclusion that He undergoes change by these acts as we do by ours. Since
our acts are processes in which energy is spent, they cause change in us. But God does not
act as we do, and therefore His acts do not cause any change in Him)
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The Love of God

The only quality of God which we can comprehend is His lovingness. This is also the only
quality the knowledge of which is of real value to us. We have seen how God's Love has
given us this precious body, gives us all the knowledge and energy we require, is ever
present in us and guides us in our march towards the goal. It gave the soul the crudest form
of body called protoplasm and made it live.

This is itself an invaluable gift. Then it gave the soul more and more developed forms of
body until the human form was reached. The love that can raise the protoplasm to the human
form for the sake of the soul must be unlimited. Since this is the only quality of God that we
can comprehend, our conception of God must be in terms of His love. Just as He is infinite,
His love is infinite. Occasions may arise when even the mother hates the child. But God
hates no one and has the same infinite love even for the most unrighteous as for the righteous,
the object of the love being to make all perfect.

(“They are ignorant who say that Siva and Love are different."-Tirumantram, 270.)

The Five Acts of God

The benefits conferred on the soul by God's Love are fivefold, and are intended to free it from
the grip of Anava and to give it the means to make the fullest use of its abilities to know, to
desire, and to do. The first of these is the gift of the body and the mind, of a place to live in,
and of things to be known, desired, and attained. The body and the mind belong to each
individual. The granting of these gifts is usually called creation. If it were not for the Love of
God, there would have been no creation or evolution. The particles that form our very body
would not have come together and the particles themselves would not have been formed.
It is the possession of the body, and the mind that makes it possible for us even to think of
ourselves.

The body that a soul received is believed to be determined by two circumstances. One of
these is the condition of the soul in its relation to Anava. Anava constricts the capacities of
the soul, and during evolution the constriction is gradually lessened. So the soul's relation
to Anava is given by the powers of knowing, desiring, and doing it has already obtained. At
a certain birth a soul possesses a certain amount of these powers. It will have to start with
these and increase them further after the birth. The body that the soul receives must
therefore suit the powers that it already possesses. The organs that control the body and
those that are subject to them must be such as can give scope to the soul's powers.

The nature of the body is also said to be determined by the quantity and quality of past
actions whose effects the soul has to experience through the body. But, as this experience
is a means of counteracting Anavic constriction, the two circumstances become identical
and reduce to one.

The second gift of God is the power to sustain the body. During this period of sustenance,
the soul performs fresh acts and experiences pain and pleasure. In these, it is associated
with a great many other souls, which also perform fresh deeds and undergo new
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experiences. All these deeds and experiences must be appropriate to each of them.
Sustenance is therefore a highly complex and involved function.

For example, a particular person kills hundreds of fish in a single draw of net. Several men
feed on them. The fish and the men deserve their experiences brought about by the act of
the particular fisherman. The sustenance of the life of Napoleon meant the death of hundreds
of thousands of human beings, the upsetting of empires, and the misery or happiness of
millions who were indirectly affected by his acts. A Thiruvalluvar or a Tolstoy has saved and
will save many lives by their gospel of Ahimsa. Not only a single man, but a single act of a
single man has often affected millions.

In all these instances the acts and experiences of those who were affected by the acts of the
particular individual could not have been otherwise, and were inter-related in the large
unerring scheme of things called the sustenance of the universe.

When a person experiences pain as a result of his wrongdoing, he realises the wrongness
of the action and the need for avoiding it. This realisation tends to deter the man from
repeating the offence, though the tendency is often counteracted by the inclination to
wrongdoing due to Anavic influence. Experiencing pain is thus a twofold boon. It gives
intellectual enlightenment and creates a tendency to avoid wrong doing.

Similarly, the experience of pleasure which comes of doing right gives a tangible proof of
the goodness of certain acts and strengthens the resolve to act similarly thereafter. The
latter of the two boons is really a power to counteract the influence of Anava. These are very
valuable indirect gifts of God's Love received during life, and may be called enlightenment
and suppression (of Anava) respectively. These are the third and the fourth gifts of God's
Love.

The fifth gift of God's Love is disembodiment or the removal of the physical body. This
happens when the body that a soul has received is no longer of any value to it. When the
body has been removed, the soul gets a fresh and more suitable body. Disembodiment is
thus a change that ought to be agreeable to the soul, in spite of the dread of death, which
is an expression of the instincts of self-preservation and fear.

These five gifts of God's Love are usually given in the following order: embodiment (also
called creation), sustenance, disembodiment (death), suppression (of Anava), and
enlightenment. In the final instalment of enlightenment, the soul gets the fullest illumination
and becomes divine, thus reaching the ultimate goal.

(The evolution of the soul which results from these five gifts as well as the evolution and
involution of the external universe goes on without any act or effort of God, though it is due
to Him. The evolution of the universe and its involution go on like the swing of the
pendulum)

(To be continued)
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The Power of Prayer

By Sellappah Selvapaskaran

Prayer is a vehicle that helps the devotees to express their devotion to God. He is the
almighty, all-pervading, and embodiment of eternal bliss. There needs to be faith in us and
God will raise us. Whenever we are in dire tragedy. He pervades the entire cosmos.
Nothing can happen without the will of the Almighty. This powerful Lord walks. Amid us every
day. Prayer is humility combined with the simplicity of devotion. That reflects our true nature
and affinity with God. Prayer allows us to realise our oneness with God. It has been said that
when prayer becomes perfect, he who prays remembers not that he is praying; that he has
merged into the oneness with divine. Prayer for the ultimate truth!

God resides in us and turns our eyes inward. Man has chosen to separate himself to tread
his own path, which often leads him into the wilderness. Then wonders when he is lost, why
he is lost, why he is so unhappy, even who has done all this to him! The truth is that he has
done it to himself by choosing to ignore the omnipresent God and the love that exists
everywhere as a manifestation of God. Loss of energy, loss of enthusiasm, loss of happiness
and the enjoyment of life, even the desire to live, all this spring from the same cause:
separation from God prayer for worldly ends do not reach God from prayer up to love. All
prayers, arising from pure love, and unselfish eagerness to render service from hearts that
are all-inclusive, will reach God. For, God is the very embodiment of love. We know that we
can see the moon only through the moonlight, so too, God, who is love, can be realised only
through love. Love is God. Live in love!

May the almighty Lord guide all of us who truly seek the "truth, along the path to surrender
and surrendering, we all meet in the divine destination of 'universal love" the act of
surrender to the will of God!

Sharanam! Sharanam!

May the God bless the whole world with eternal peace and goodwill.
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One day Archuna asked Krishna:

‘My brother Dharman, does charity as main part of his life. He never refuses any one any
help when people ask. Eventhough all the people praise Karnan as the best philanthropist
and not my brother Dharma. Why is that?’

Krishna replied, ‘Karna’s philanthropic attitudes are much better than those of Dharma’s’.

‘Why is that? You are also thinking like others?’, Archuna asked, highly upset by Krishna’s
reply.

‘Shall | show you why?’ asserted Lord Krishna.

During the Mahabhratha war, the one who served as a charioteer for Archuna, gained
victory for justice, and he would definitely prove that, Archuna thought.

Krishna transformed himself into the guise of a Brahmin and asked Archuna, to do the same.

When Krishna prayed Varna — the God of rain, heavy rain poured. Both Krishna and Arjuna
got soaked in the rain.

Both Brahmins went first to Dharma’s palace. (Yuthistra)

Dharma welcomed both with all due respect. Archuna looked at Krishna with pride seeing
his brother’s actions.

Krishna asked Dharma, ‘Oh! King Pandu’s great son!, the famous philanthropist, due to this
heavy rain, all the firewood that we had, got wet and we couldn’t cook any food, nor we
could keep our fire place warm. Please offer some firewood for us, so that we can cook.’

Dharma, after a pause and brief thought, replied:

‘All the firewood here were used to cook food for the people of the palace. Fresh firewood
could be cut, but those would be of no use, as they would also be wet by now... , | am
unable to provide dry fire wood right now. As an alternative, | can offer you food. Please
come and bring your family here, so that all of them can have food and keep warm.’

On hearing this, Krishna looked at Archuna and said, ‘Come Archuna .. let us visit Karna and
ask him’
Both Krishna and Arjuna, in their guise as Brahmins, arrived at Karna’s palace.

On seeing the two brahmins, Karnan happily welcomed them with all due respect and
asked them what he could do for them.

Archuna asked him,
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‘Would you please help us by offering some dry firewood so that we can use to keep our
fire place warm and cook some food?’

Karna, without saying a word, took his bow and arrow at once and started aiming at the
doors and windows of his palace. All the doors and windows were shattered and fell on the
floor.

Archuna was highly surpridsed by what Karna did.

Archuna stood still, highly shocked to see this. Karna gathered all the broken pieces of wood,
and gave it to them, saying - “Your fireplace will now burn! and you can cook your food,’

Krishna looked at Archuna with a meaningful smile on his face.

Archuna got the perfect answer for his question and had his doubt cleared.
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