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"SHARING

HERITAGES INTO THE |

| NEXT MILLENNIUM" . |

(In our Global Village)

By Kartini Mohamed (Researcher / Communicator)

its 20001 At this historic pointin time. as the world's
communities (including the Sri Lankan alay Community)
are ZOOOMING into the New Millennium; many decided
that it was now "high time" to collectively pause and see
how the many Mew Challenges of the New Era couid be
met --- THROUGH EFFECTIVE, CONCERTED &
SUSTAINABLE ACTION,

Amongst the many Challenges facing our Sri
Lankan Malay Community in this Era of "Globalization' &
"Hectic-Struggle-for-Survival', isthat we are fastlosing our
Identity. Even our UNIQUE ELEMENTS OF SRI LANKAN
WMALAY HERITAGE (UEoSLIMH) seem to be inexorably dis-
appearing into the dustbin of time, with the problem being
- HOW MUCH OF THESE UEoSLMAH WILL STILL BE A
"LIVING HERITAGE" DURING THE NEXT MILLENMIUM
OR EVEN THE NEXT CENTURY ?

Saudara Saudari, what ACTION CAN BE TAKEN

TO ASSIST IN THE IDENTIFICATION, DOCUMENTA-
TION, PRESERVATION, PROPAGATION &

'Living Heritages" to be Shared / Communicated into the
tHext Millennium; is something which we all could collsc-
tively give our attention to, isn't it?

TO BE CONTINED IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF "TERANG"

DEVELOP-
I,IE'JT OF THESE UEoSLMH -~ so that they could still be

Till then - hers are some DATES OF
UNDECALRED SPECIAL OBSERVANES FOR 2000 &
THE 18T QUARTER - that could assist us in PLANNIG
GROUP ACTIVITIES that could be held in conjunction with
the UN OBSERVANCE. As this is being done by Special
Interest Groups to FOCUS ATTENTION Strategically us-
ing Policy to "THINK GLOBALLY & ACT LOCALLY")

THE YEAR 2000
"INT. YEAR FOR THE CULTURE OF PEACE"
& "INT. YEAR OF THANKS GIVING"

March 08th 2000
‘UN.DAY FOR WOMENS RIGHTS & INT, PEACE"
(WOMENS DAY)

March 21st 2000
'INTDAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DIS-
CRIMIMATION"

Above Date (21st) Also Begins
"WEEK OF SOLIDARITY W{TH THE PEQPLES
STRUGGLING AGAINST RACISM & RACIAL

DiSCRCRIMINATION

CTERANG” WIS

HES ITS READER
IJ{J/P/ < y\.)"/.'\_.n_..).ﬂ(]u

Correspondence and Inguirics fo :

Nizam Samath (Edifor)
7/1, Jambugahapitiya Road, Katugastota - 20800, Sri Lanka.
Tel: 074 - 479057
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MARRIAGE PROPOSALS

aay mother seeks for her 28 year old daughter Malay
br |deg.oo"n between 30 and 38 years with religious back-
ground. Reply to Sdri. G.F. Mohamed, 553/88,
Wickremasinghepura, Jayawadanagama, Battaramuila
10120

MPRI7ISS

Brother seeks suitable marriage partrer for &' 2" fair sis-
ter agea 33 years. Sultatle financial assistance and
jewellery will be assets, Please reply to Sdr. TR.S. iskin

155/, Ambagamuwa Road, Nawalapitiya.
MP/08/SS

uitable partner for 20 vears oid daughter
{, fair in complexion with short hair working
1 2 Ieadmg company. Please contact on
- 510850

mi=rigleliele]

Uncle sseks suitable partner for 25 years old niece 56
"in height, fair in complexion with fong hair in the teach-
ing profession. Pleass contact on Telephone No. 075 -
510850

MP/10/29

Brether from down south seeks suitable partner for sis-

ar divorcee 27 years with substantiai assets homely re-

ligious and nen-working. Please Reply cfo The Editor.
WMP/11/99

Friend seeks for a 40 years old Urban Councit member
and Co-ordinating Secretary to a Minister from down
south a hamely, religious and pleasant bride above 30
years. Please reply c/o The Editor. MP12/89

lMother seeks suitable partner for her 24 year old daugh-
ter employed as a receptionist in a leading mercantile
firm. Please Reply c/o The Editor,

MP/13/98

Father seeks a suitable partner for his daughter 27 years
mployed in a reputed establishment. Please Reply cfo

The Editor.
MP14/99

Parenis seek a suitable partner for their son 24 years
holding sound and lucrative employment and well
furnished large house of their own. Please Reply clo The
Editor

IMP{15/29

Friend seeks a suitable partner for 28 year old bride
employed as a Secretary in alarge Organisation. Please
Reply cfo The Editor

MP/16/39

Family with good background seek a simple and friendly
partner for bride 29 years fair, thin and tall. Highly quali-
fied and employed as an Executive. Please Reply cfo
The Editor MP/17/99
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
MARRIAGE PROPOSAL

Recently | observed, in the Sunday Observer two
marriage proposals by Malay parents.

in one, the Malay parents do not want dowry hunters
to apply. | think this is correct and appropriate method
to stop the Dowry System at least among Malays.

In the other advertisement it was stated that Moors
will be considered. | do not think that this statement is
appropriate. Generally Moors are dowry hunters, hav-
ing borrowed the custom from Hindus from India. and
their out look towards religion is quite in contrast to
that of the Malays. Malays are not fanatics and if there
is any. itis because he or she had been influenced by
the Moors. A marriage between Malays and moors
will not be a happy one.

IM.Zain Rahman - Rajagiriya.

To Readers and Well Wishers of "Terang"

It is my humble suggestion that as 2000 is the
UN Designated "INTERNATOINAL YEAR OF
THANKSGIVING": we could all begin this Special Year
by demonstrating our "SINCERE THANKS" 1o those
painstakmgly devoted to compiling / publishing and
circulating this valuable "TERANG" by GIVING IN
OUR SUBSCRIPTIONS EARLY. POSSIBLY ALONG
WITH ANY EXTRA CONTRIBUTION. OR BY INTRO-
DUCING NEW SUBSCRIBERS.

Such support would surch convey our sin-
cere appreciation. which is surcly due to all those who
initiated. carricd-on an saw to the continuation of
"TERANG" for over a decade and mnto this New Era !

Is this not something we need to collectively
act on. Certainly. to start with, the SL.AMA.C. Sec-
retariat should be duty bound to meet at their carliest
and thereafter communicate with its atfiliated organi-
zation. accordingly.

»  Mrs. Kartini Mohamed - Colombo.

CORRECTION .....

The article tiled ' The Malays of SriLanka's - Terang
issue Volume 2 No. 4, 4th quarter Oct- Dec. 1998
was contributed by saudara Fazeer Radin in
memory of Chandra Putra S. Laxana

PENPALS CORNER
Maas Husna Usuf - 16 Years
C/O M.H. Usuf
Investment Section
P.O. Box 77,
Abu Dhabi
Hobby - Reading
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Dalrina Burah- is the daughter
of the late Baba Askin Dane
Suhood and Dane Engsie Sukhla.
She s the sister of B. D. Suhood,
the First Malay Commercial Pilot
(1958) Armond Sukhla, Wita
Rahim, Terum Goonetillaka and
Roshan wijesinghe. she 1s the
wife of the late Had)jie Burah and
mother of Tarin,

early

She had her )
education at the Presbyterian
Gurls School where she excelled
in sports becoming the senior
champion (1948 - 1950) Games
Captain and the First Malav to
be Head Girl and then Captain
of the School "Do You Know
Contest Team" She joined Bish-
op's College in 1951 and became
Senior Champion in that year and

INNI SIAPA...

Oleh : Nizam Samath (Kandy)

the first Malay Prefect of that
School. She was selected to repre-
sent the Muslims in Colombo to read
a message of goodwill in Arabic at
the Colombo Plan Exhibition. She
was also the first Malay Montessori
Trained Teacher (1954) and the first
Malay President (1981) of the
Housewives Association of Kandy.
where she orcamzed a raffle in aid
of the Intensive Care Unit, luncheon
for the Home for the Aged. distri-
bution ot drv rations and clothing's
for the refuiees of the ethnie distur-
bances and the flood victims in
Kandy. She has also tramed Mus-
Iim girls m house-keeping, sewing,
cookery and English and found them
Jobs abroad.

As the President of the
Kandy Malay Association Women's

Bureau she organized a raffle in
aid of the Cancer Ward and
drugs, wheel-chairs and kitchen
sinks were donated to this ward.

She happened to be the
first Asian to be emplovad at
Revlon, London.

After the denuse of her
husband. she laft Kandyv 1o sertle
down in Colombo permanentls
She 1= tha present General Sac-
retary ot the S LM A Rupee
Fund rendenng a dedicated and
devoted service to the Malay
community especally the poor
children, vouth and the aged. She
1 67 years and still takes an ac-
tive part in the welfare of the
Malay Commumty in Colombo
and suburbs.

| EJAAN BETUL DALAM BAHASA MELAYU |
| CORRECT SPELLING OF MALAY WORDS -

Oleh : B. D. K. Saldin

| wish to thank Saudara
Farook Thaliph for providing us with
a list of Malay words for items found
in the household. | entirely agree with
his sentiments that if we do not do
samething to preserve our language
wa will surely lose whatever we have,
Kalau hilang Bahasa nanti hilang
Bangsa.

At the moment the Terang
isthe only source of information avail-
able to our children who aspire to sit
the GCE Ordinary leve! Examination.
Ag such we should as far as possible
avoid misleading them. | noficed sev-
eral speling mistakes in the list of
words in Saudara Thaliph's article
and i wish fo give alistof corrections.
In doing this | do nat in any way in-
tend to disparage all that Saudara
Thaliph hasdone and is coing 1o pre-
serve our language. | fully agres that
we should preserve the Malay that we
soeak in Sri Lanka. But this should
be only for purposes of speech. Sri
Lankan Malay has never been writ-
tenin the Roman Script before. All cur
manuscripts which our ancestors pro-

duced have been in the Gundul script,
Thersfore when we adopt a new script lat
us follow the procedure adopted by our
cousing in the rest of the Malay world.

| give pelow the correct spelling

of the words in Saudara Thaliph's articie
that have been inadvertently misspelled.

Standard Malay

Fennel Seed  jintan halus

Washing pan cobek
Cooking pot periuk

Dried ginger jahe kering
Knife pisau

Cup cangkir
Tamaring asam jawa
Jug mangkok
Mirror kaca

Fan kipas

Bed katil
‘ tone  batu giling
tempat luda

tel fray tempat siri
Red onion bawang merah
Karapincha daun wangi
Oried chillies cabe kering
Garlic bawang putih
Cooking pan kuali
Corriander ketumbar
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Ginger jahe basah
Greenchillies  cabe basah
Tumeric kunijit

Lemon grass serai

Fire api

Smoke asap

Cloves cengkih

lat tikar

Pillow bantal

Flease rememeer that the
letter T in Bahasais always soft suen
as fulis-writs, taruh-place, figdur
sleep, Itis not necessanly o use th
for the sait 1 Tnerefore itis wrong o
say theekar The letler | i
pronounced asin "pin' and not asin
"find" and therefore itisnot necessan
to use ee to say plate "piring” and not
peering. The znglish sound ch asin
"church” is rendered by the letter ¢
Thersfore to wash Is cuci and not
chuchi or choceni.

The letters oo is not used
in behasa and its sound is rendered
by the use of the letter u. Bagus -
good and not bagoos. Pukul to hit and
not pockool
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Do Mosques Today Play a Pivotal Role 7

if one studies the role of
mosques at the time of Prophet
Muhammed (SA) and compares, it
with the role played by present day
mosques, cne will surely observe a
big difference. In the time of the
Prophet (Sall the mosque was not
only a place of worship, but also a
place for performing all duties which
are performed in the way of God. All
social cultural and political activity
even Jihad (war) was inifiated an
launched from the mosque. No Mus-
fim familiar with the history and tradi-
fions of the Prophet (Sal) can deny
this.

Howevertoday itis common
knowledge that mosques which wers
centres for social movement of up-
ward mobilfty have become bases for
reactionary and anti-social elements
to ohstruct the growth of the commu-
nify and keep it in a state of poverty,
il education, ignorance, backward-
ness. bigotry, obscurantism in factin
garkness, Even the sermons on Fil-
days which were meant to invigorate
the fajth of the community of believ-
ers have been reduced fo inept,
stereo-typed, lifeless and hollow
phraseoclogy which putthe congrega-
fion fo sleep due to utter boredom.
The Imams who deliver the sermons
cannot relate the Quran to the present
day situation when in fact the Quran
is relevant for all times till eternity.

The reason for the present
impasse are many indeed. Accord-
ing tathe Quran there are strict quali-
fications for a person to be a trustee
of a mosque as enunciated in chap-
fer 9 verse 18 of the Quran - "The
mosques of God shall be visited and
maintained by such as believe in God
and the Last Day establish regular
prayers and practice regular charity
and fear none (at all) except God."

However itis very common
knowledge that very anti social ele-

04

By Saybhan Samat.

ments like black-marketeers, employ-
er's who exploit labour, known smug

glers and other corrupt busi-
nessmen are lrustees in mosques.
They aspire for this sacred postand like
to remain in this post for ever to get
social recognition, it is a form of social
climbing. Obviously if they feared God
as annhunciated in chapter 9 verse 16
they would not indulge in unjust anti-
social activily. The writer was reliably in-
formed that in a north western coastal
town a noforious drug dealer, out of
funds earned by selling drugs had built
a mosque!

in mosques there are pres-
ently groups propagating Islam to the
gullible masses by replacing the Quran
with publications of their own version
and interpretation of lslam. This is in
stark opposition to Prophet (Sal} order
that he fell behind firstly the Quran and
secondly his traditions for the guidance
of the Muslim community. Worse still
mosques have alsc now become the
baftleground to seftie increasing sectar-
ian difference in the once united Mus-
lim community,

Despite these afrocious hap-
pening in the houses of God, itis a com-
mon sight to see that mosque building
are flourishing and more mosques are
being built with expensive decorative
styles. However every Muslim knows
that it Is only on Fridays that mosques
are filled fo capacity on other days in
most mosques there are hardly two
rows of worshippers.

Sincere and discerning Mus-
lims are perfurbed. bewildered and dis-
gusted with what is happening in
mosques and have chosen to pray at
home and organize religious knowledge
classes at centres other than mosques
and in their homes. Their sincere at-
tempts to change the present order of
things in mosques have resulted in
them being abused chased away and
even threafened, with death!

In conclusion | would like fo
quote two authentic traditions, one from

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Prophet Muhammed (Sal) and the
other from Hazrath Ali (AS) the fourth
Caliph of Islam. The Prophet (S) with
his prophetic vision some 1400 years
ago fs reported fo have said " There
will come a time when only the name
of Islam will remain in my community.
Believers will only do a few lslamic
customs and they will not have any
iman {faith) left. The Quran will be
read only. They will not even know the
commands and prohibitions. Their
only thought will be about eating and
drinking. They willforget Allah {God).
They will worship money only. They
will become women slaves. Mosques
will be many, jamaaths (congrega-
tions) will be few, men will be women
like, dresses thin (transparent),
women domineering. They will not be
contented with earning litile they will
not be satisfied with earning much.”

The Prophet (S) also sald,
"I am the cily of knowledge and Ali is
the gate" Ali (AS) on the subject of
mosques of the future js reported fo
have said, "A time will come when
nothing will remain of the Quran ex-
cept its script and nothing of fsfam
except its name. The mosques in
those days will be flourishing with re-
gard to construction but desolate with
regard fo guidance. Those staying in
them -and those visifing them will be
the worst of all on earth. From them
mischief will spring up and towards
them all wrong willturn. If anyone iso-
fates himself from it (mischief] they will
fling him back towards it and anyone
steps back from it they will push him
fowards it."

The prophesies of Prophet
Muhammed (S) and Ali (AS) have
come lo pass, May God protect the
devoted and sincere Muslims from
corruption and may the expected sav-
fours Isa (Jesus) (AS) Mahdi (AS)
Khidr (AS} and lllyas (AS) come soon
to save the world from injustice, sin
and corruption from both in and out
of the mosques.
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SRI LANKA NMNALAY ASSOCIATION
(PERSATUAN MELAYU - SRI LANKA) (Estd. 1922)
OFFICE BEARERS - 1999 /2000
PATRON g Al Haj Kalabooshana DD Saldin
VICE PATRONS

Al Haj. Dr A R Deane Al Haj. T 12 T Cuttilan

7
2. Al Hai. T B Dulapandan 8. Sdr M T N Ahamat
3. Al Haj, S B C Hulaldeen 9. Kalabooshana § Omar
4. AlHa. T M F Dole 100 Sdri Rowena Ahilip
5. AlHaj. T M A Rulieem 11. Sdri Kadhija Deane
6. Al Ha. M H Sourjah 12, Sdr Mueen Qusmand
PRESIDENT : Sdr. Thalip Tvne
VICE PRESIDENTS 1. Brig TSR Salh 6. Sdri Fareedua Deune
2. Sdr Thaj Sarittodeen 7. Sdr Tuan 7 Assen
3 5dr B D K Suldin 8. Sdr Ackiel Molumed
4. Hapani Fehicia Mohamed Do Sdr M M I Jatiar
S Al Haj Sagara At 0. Brig T M Bohoran
HONY GENERAL SECRETARY ¢ Sdr Tuan Mahamoor Rajudin
HONY ASST GEN SECRETARY : Sdr Mashood Ahamat
HONY TREASURER : Sdr M Irfaan Allang
HONY ASST TREASURER © Sdr Thaj Lantra
CHAIRPERSON SOCIAL SERVICES : Deshabandu Sdri Chasnyn Musafer T
SECRETARY SOCIAL SERVICES : Sdri Haleema Booso
CHAIRPERSON RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS : Sdri Kumala Assen
SECRETARY RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS : Sdn Zreena Jaffar
CHAIRPERSON WOMEN'S AFFAIRS : Hajianin Fazeela Cuttilan
SECRETARY WOMEN'S AFFAIRS : Sdr Shirley Amit
CHAIRPERSON LIT. & CUL. AFFAIRS : Sdr1 Jayrine [yvne
SECRETARY LIT. & CUL. AFFAIRS : Sdri Shanaz Bohoran
CHAIRPERSON DOCUM & RESEARCH ¢ Sdn Karthini Mehamed
SECRETARY DOCUM & RESEARCH ¢ 8dr Noor Sumsudeen
GENERAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 1. Sdn Maring Lye 5. Sdr Igram Cuttilan Y. Sdr Hamdoon Booso
2. Sdr Indra Saldin 6. Sdr Rumy Sourjah L0, Sdr Reza Amith
3. Sdnn Mazeena Aher 7. Sdr Raju Abbas
4. Sdr Ashtaq Sanffodeen 8. Sdr Igbal Hamidaon
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 1. Sdr Branu Rahim = Club Captain C M CC
2. 8dr Uvaiz Samsudeen - Hony Gen Secy C M CC
3. Sdr lazal Burah - Hony GroundPavilion Secy C M CC
4. Deshabandu Chasnyn Musafer - President § L MA Rupee Tund
5. 8dri Dalrina Burah - Secretary 8 L. MA Rupee Fund
AUDITORS ¢ Tudor ¥ Perera & Co.

NAWALAPITIYA MALAY ASSOCIATION
(PERKUMPULAN MELAYU DE NAWALAPITIYA) (Estd. 11 - Oct. 1964)
The 32nd Annual General Meeting of the Nawalapitiya Malay Association (NAMA) was held on the 21st of August 1999, at the residence of

Al Haj. TK. Samath, ' Riverine ' Estate Ulapane,
THE UNDERMENTIONED WERE ELECTED AS OFFICE BEARERS FOR 7999/ 2000

PATRONS : Al Haj H AT, Naseem Mr. Tuan M. Seenar Mr. T. Haaris Salim
Al Haj. T. K. Samath Al Huj. M. Shirg] Sherilt

VICE PATRONS : Mr T8 Muthalitt Ms NE Nawas
Mo TN S, Samahin Ms. Sabrina Camal

PRESIDENT : Mr T Ousmand,

VICE PRESIDENTS : Mr. T. A, Salim Mr. M. Kamoordeen Mr. T. Ramecm Abbas
Mr. T. A A, Sinnen Mr. T. H. B. Cader

HONY GEN SECRETARY 3 Mr. M. H. Moovie

HONY TREASURER ; Mr. T. 8. Kamiss

RELIGIOUS SECRETARY M. C. M. M. Faleel Marikkar

SPORTS SECRETARY : Mr T 8. Salim

SOCIAL SECRETARY : Ms. G. B. Moaovie

GENERAL COMMITTEE : Al Haj. T. C. Camal AlHay. T. K. Samad Ms. S. F, Muthalifl
Ms. N. B, Salim Ms. Farceda Refeck Ms. Ruby Abbas
Ms. Fouziva Passella :

HONY AUDITOR :  NRigitizgdgayhloolaham Foundation, 05
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NAWALAPITIYA MALAY ASSOCIATION
(PERKUMPULAN MELAYU DE NAWALAPITIYA)

The 32nd Annual General Meeting of the Nawalapitiya Malay Association (NAMA) was held on the 21st of August 1998, at the residence of

Al Haj. TK. Samath. ' Riverine ' Estate, Ulapane.

(Estd. 11 - Oct. 1964)

THE UNDERMENTIONED WERE ELECTED AS OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1999 / 2000

PATRONS

VICE PATRONS

PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENTS

HONY GENSECRETARY
HONY TREASURER
RELIGIOUS SECRETARY
SPORTS SECRETARY

- SOCIAL SECRETARY

GENERAL COMMITTEE

HONY AUDITOR

Al Haj. #. A. T. Naseem
Al Haj. T. K. Samath

Al Haj. M. Shiraj Sherifl’
Mr. T. S Muthalift

Mro T NS Samahin

Led b)) e

s

(%]

MroboT Onsrnand.

Mr T, A Salim

Mr Rl

Mr. T. H

B

W WLOEL Moove

Mr.o TS Kamiss

Mo CoNL M. Fales! Muarikkar
Mi TS, Salim

s G B, Moovie

Al Hay, T C Camal

Ma S, F Muthalill

Is. Fareeda Refeek

Ms. Fouziva Passclla

Mr T M. Salim

s Lh D e

4. Mr. Tuan M. Seenar
3. Mr. T. Haaris Salim

ad

Ms N Nawas
4. Ms. Sabring Camal

4 Mr M. Kamoordeen

Mrol A AL Sinnen

Al Hap T K. Samad
Ms, N. B. Salim
6. Ms. Rubv Abbas
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The history of Philippines is the
story of a nation of many different
groups of people living in more
than 7000 Islands and Islets. For
most of the country's histary,
these groups were geographically
isolated from each other. They
were separated not only by sea,
but also by rivers and mountains
ranges. Most of the land is
mountainous and volcanoes are
ded through out the country, and
the settlements are on the plains
between the mountains along the
coast. The busy port of Manila an
Luzon is the capital and largest
city. Mindanao is the second
fargest island containing the
highest mountains in the
Philippines.

The new theory that
Malays were the original
inhabitants indemic to the Malay
World or Malayo - Polynesian
World, as now been substantially
confirmed and proved beyond
doubt by the precious discovery
of the fossil of the "Java Man" and
other evidential criteria.
Therefare writings based on the
06 old theary will have to be

By M. Farook Thaliph

treated as dismissed. The
earliest known people on the
Philippines lived in the Tabon
caves’ on Palawan during pre
histaric times. The earljest
known migrants to the Islands
were the Negritos, who arrived
about 50,000 years ago. But
most medern Filipinos are
descended from Indonesians
and Malays, who began to settle
in the Philippines about 3000
BC pushing the Negritos in to
the forests and the mountains.
The rest of the population is

descended from recent
immigrants. They include
Chinese, Spaniards,
Americans, Indians and

Japanese. Inthe Philippines the
Malays settied down in almost
all the Islands. They had a
systems of administration based
on the social unit called
"Barangay" from the Malay term
"Barangay" meaning a boat.
The "Barangay" were generally
small and most villages boasted
of only 30 to 100 and their
population varied from 100 to
500. Most communities were

A HISTORY OF THE PHILIPPINES

coastal or reverine in orientation.
This was due to the fact that the
principal sources of protein came
from the seas and the rivers, the
people relying more on fishing
than on hunting for sustenance.

Each "Barangay" or
community was independent and
had its own ruler called Raja or
Datu. The "Barangay" Chieftain
was not only a ruler but also the
judge and legislator, adviced by
a council of elders. Most
members of the community were

related to one another by blood
or marriage. Besides kinship,
common economic interests and
shared rituals formed the bases
for community cohesion. The
"Barangay” was a social rather
than a political union, each one a
separate entity with only informal
contacts with one another.
Although they lived in fragmented
society the people of these island
belonged to the same Malay race.
They spoke different dialects
belonging to the Philippines
branch of the Malayo - Polynesian
language family.

to he rr
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Three decade ago the
‘Slendang 'was in vogue and was
considered as the ' Status Sym-
bol ' of a maiden, pure and inno-
cent. The Slendang which was
originally meantto cover the head,
shoulder and developing breast,
over the years, with modernity in
dress styles came down to the
shoulder level to be draped in
round the neck or slung across the
shoulder rather haphazardly.

The Slendangis notfash-
ionable although it was a cultural
and religious obligation for a
woman to have her head and
shoulder covered. Alas today the
Slendang has together with other
essentially important Malay cul-
tural practices faded into oblivion.

The Slendang, a grace-
fully used long strip of cloth, either
hand embroidered, sequined or
plain was an essential part of the
attire of a young girl from the mo-
ment signs of development of her
breast was noticed.

SLENDANG

OLEH M. A. SOURJAH

The Slendang was not only
respected, admired and used as a
status symbol of purity and inno-
cence but taken roots on some
women that it continued to be used
evenin old age. Suchis the acquired
' Status ' of the Slendang. Unfortu-
nately today the Slendang has been
replaced with sleeveless, low neck-
line, backless and slim-line jackets,
or blouses.

Some critics may say that
the Slendang has been disposed
with, due to the wearing of the saree
which is more graceful and satisfies
all the essential requirements of a
woman's atfire in keeping with Is-
lamic and Malay Cultural patterns.
Yes, indeed, but with the ever
changing ' Saree wearing style ; the
length of the saree has been re-
duced (probably due to the cost or
being excessive to cover so little).

Why this aversion to wear-
ing the Slendang by our Malay sis-
ters 7 Why subscribe to ' Body Ex-
posure ' western styles of dress ?

Why help or induce others to for-
nicate with their eyes ? (Fornica-
tion is a grave sin whether by its
implied physical act or by secre-
tive thoughts arising by sight,
smell, sound or touch percep-
tions).

Encouragingly we see lit-
tle girls, especially those attend-
ing Muslim Maha Vidyalayas and
the not so little, gracefully attired
in their spotless white uniforms
together with their Slendangs.
Unfortunately this is only for
school wear.

The Slendang is not only
a decent dress for all time, sea-
sons and occasions, suiting any
form of style of dress, but an ' all
purpose 'accessory in awoman's
attire.

Cultivate the Slendang
habit, there is so much grace and
goodness in it and help revive a
meaningful cultural linkage.

SUARA SLUMA

(Reproduced from Terang / Nov.
1988 Vol 2 No : 11)

NEGOMBO MALAY ASSOCIATION

LETS

The 14th Annual General Meeting Of The Negombo Malay
Association Was Held Recently And The Following Were Elected As

Office Bearers For The Year 1899/2000

Patron

Vice Patron
President

Vice Presidents

Mr. TH. Jainudeen

Wr. A HM. Farook

hr. TH. Hamid 7
Wr Imran Mohamead

Mr TH.Z. Crahem

Mrs. A Samidan

LEARTMN
by Maas L. Usuf

ISLAMN

PERSONALITY

‘Say, everyone acts according to his personality
[disposition)” (17/84)

Each person acts according to his thoughts, his

Hony. General Secretary

Asst. General Secretary

Hony. Treasurer

Asst.. Treasurer s
Secretary Sports & Social Activites -
Secretary Religious & Women Affairs -
General Committee

£l Ha). TB. Dulapandan

Mr. M.S. Ahlip

Mr. TM. Amith

Mr. T R. Dulapandan

Mr. M. R. Sherifideen
rs. 1.5, Daiyan

Mr. T. N. J. Kitchilan

Mr. S.A Zainudeen

Mr. M. F. Samidon

Mr. T. H. Ahamed

Mrs. Dilip Careem.

Hony. Auditor Mr. T. B. Ahamed

beliefs and the state of his or her soul. This necessarily
means that there will be differences in opinion and in con-
duct. So long as such differences are within the fold of Is-
lam every muslim should practice tolerance. One should
never feel that the other person also should follow what he
thinks is right. Let each individual be entitled to his opinion
and thinking. DO NOT FORCE YOUR IDEAS ONTOQ AN-
OTHER. Ifyou feel strong aboutwhat you think then through
the exchange of knowledge try to convince the other person.
Otherwise, to impose yourself on another only to make him
conform to your way of thinking without reasonable justifi-
cation would reflect badly on your disposition.
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Cttu

Oheh M.A.Sourjah

The world 1s rife and hotting upwith its
thoughts and multifarious preparations to wel-
come the Christian computed millennium-2000.
What significance has the new millennium to the
Muslimes? Nothing special could deem of-as the
Islamic computation which concerns us begins
with the Hijra. Only perhaps, that the muslims
are part and parcel of the Modern Global Village
and have to get in to the scheme of things and
be up-dated.

From the Islamic standpoint, Almighty Al-
lah's ways are just wondrous, most incompara-
ble and more than exemplary to meet the most
inexplicable situations. This beautiful aspect
manifests itself in consideration of the momen-
tous threshold of the new millennium in a sa-
cred way for the muslims. Allah, Almighty has
ordained that Muslims of the Universe keep their
fast in tact in the Holy Month of Ramazan which
this time precedes the ushering of the new
millennium. In reality. the new millennium will
be innocuously ushered in with the spiritual force
of islamic sanctity. Could it not be that the spir-
itual content of the sacred fast down the suc-
ceeding ages - from its very inauguration by the
Holy Prophet (Saw), have its cumulative effect
in cleansing the world in the new Millennium 7
Thus many a "Muhsin" one who practices
‘thsan” - would have transmitted his spiritual
content down the generation line to his descend-
ants who would possess that motivation in him /
her to strive in doing what God enjoins and
avoiding what He forbids.

it could be said further that the new mil-

lennium has every prospect of being ushered in
a mode or manner (amal - ul - Khair) beneficial
to humanity - in a way that pleaseth Allah. The
most glorious way is when the Brotherhood of
Islam calls out the dim-dawn Subhu Azan "Allahu
Akbar" from the mane glistening turrets of all
the Mosques of the world - creating a chain-echo
effect of reverberation of the declaration of the
unshakable faith on the "Oneness of the Crea-
tor of All the Worlds".

Such a spiritually charged phenomenon
is absolutely unique and unparalleled in religious
history of man-which would continue to enliven
the sprite of the Muslim Brotherhood of the world
in the millennium 2000 and also in those that
follow ever after,

Perhaps, the poet-through a quick flash-
back might irresistibly be prompted to put
forth :
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ATHOUGHT FOR THE
MILLENNIUM 2000

World Peace

nry i i E "
If you want peace | prepare for war

Is a maxim of obsolescence,

Proccssofconfhcffwwh S

Is today's answer for vhemmgs

Highly trained are human beings

In the "art of waging war and violence'
Sadly lacking are these beings

Of "waging peace and non-violence '

Lel them begin by slashing arsenals
(O weapons-miclear and chemicals,
Increasing UN.'s Peace-keeping Forces
(Checking, nionitoring ceasefire excesses,

Striving for better economic stability
Alleviating world - health and poverty
Penetrating the world - the glorious message
Of "Non-violence, Peace and Prosperity".

"Peace hath her victories no less renowned than
war"

The inalienable right of man-both rich and poor;
A new vision for a secure, "Morrow arise"

A "New World Peace Order" Islam - wise !

Tvpe set by :

125, Madawala Road, Katugastota. Tel :

Golden Communication - Katugastota.
08 - 497058 / 498795 Fax :

0094-8-499331  E-mail : goldcomigsit.Ik
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