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./ LeT THE WORLD KNOW /
/ GOD'S MESSAGE TO THE WORLD /
Finally: Physical, verifiable and
‘indisputable proof

/FOR THE FIRST TIME 1N HISTORY/

5

CCMPUTERS DISCCVER A SECRET NUMERICAL

CODE IN THE QURAN, PHYSICALLY PROVING
TWO THINGS:

1. THAT THE QURAN IS GOD'S FINAL
MESSAGE TO THE WORLD

2. THAT THE QURAN WAS PERFECTLY
. PROTECTED FROM THE SLIGHTEST
DISTORTION, ADDITION OR LOSS

The foundation of this miracuious nuﬁerical

ALRAHMAN ALRAHEEM = In the name of God, most

gracious, most merciful). Thus, when you make

your first step into the Quran, you are handed
iphysical,indisputable proof that this is God's

- imessage to you.

HERE ARE THE FACTS

{Remenber, there is ne interpretation,
opinion or quess. These are absoclutely
physical facts)

‘The first verse of Quran consists of 19
Arabic letters

The Quran congists of 114 suras (19x6)
The first sura ever revealed (Igra') is
No.19 fromthe end of Quran .

The first sura ever revealed (Iqra‘) consist
of 19 verseas.

'When Gabriel came down with the first
Quranic revelation, he gave Muhammad 19
words, namely, the first 5 versea of

code is in the first verse of Quran (BISM ALLAH
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11.

12,

sura Idra'.

‘foundation of this code.

‘to find the missing statement ef sura 9,

The number of words between the two

- iii) the third word "Alrakman® is. mentior

CIRCULATION - RESTRICTED

The 19 words of the filrst revelation con-
sists of 76 letters (19x4)

The whole sura (Igra') consists of 285
letters (19x15)

The last sura ever revealed (Al-Nasr =
No.118) consists of 19 words.

There are 114 (19x6) suras in the Quram
and each sura except one epens with the
Quran's opening statement, which is the
Since the cede
must be perfect, we find that the state-
ment missing from surea 9 1s made up in
sura 27. Thus, while sura 9 does not
have the opening statement, sura 27 has
two of them, namely, cne at the beglnninq
and one in verse 30. This makes the
total fredquency of the opening statement
114 (19x6) .. |

when we start counting at the missing
statement, ie. count sura 9 as number 1,
you will find that the sura containing
two statements in No,19. In other words

you have to count 19 suras starting at
sura 9. This is God's sign to us that
the sequence of suras in Quran is divine-
ly designed.

"Basmalas! of sura 27 is 342 (19x18)

Taking only one "Basmala" to represent the

114 Basmalas of Quran (only the first one
in the First sura, is given a number), we
find that every word in the Basmala is
repeated in the whole Quran a number of
times that is always a miltiple ef 19,
i) the word "Ism" is found in Quran
15 times
ii) the second word "Allah" is ‘menticned
2698 times (19%142)

ed 57 times (19x3)
iv) the last word "Alraheem" is mention-
ed 114 times (19x6).
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3. There is a whole sura about this secret

A

(Thls is a very condensed summary.

(Based on this single fact, the respected
scientific journal SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN
proclaimed that this is "an ingenious study
of the Koran, "See SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,
Sept. 1980, pp.22-24)e This fact alone is -
sufficient to prove the divine source of
Quran. If we take. all the man-made books
- in the world, how many will ~=vhibit this

unique phenomenonﬁ) 5

&
'

numerical code, entitled "The Hidden Secret'
namely, sura 74. In this sura, God informs

‘publish this Quranic miracle, send your
. donation to:

5 SE SR 2
To obtain a copy of the details, and teo help

Let the World Know
Mas jid Tucson ;
739 E. 6th Street
‘Tucson, Arizona 85719

(ﬂaxe your cheque payable to. Masjid Tucson)

The above article was sent by 5dr Parhogn
Samshon to enhance the ‘knowledge of our
readers, . .

" us that if anyone claims that the Quran is %

man. ~made (verse 25), God will prove to
him otherwise by the No.19 (verse 30).

The Quran states that the number 19 will
serve five functions; 1) to disturb the
disbelievers; 2) to assure the good Jews
and the good Christians that Quran is in-
deed a divine scripture; 3) to strengthen
the faith of the believers; 4) to remove
 any lingering doubt in the hearts of the
Muslimg, Christians and Jews that the Quran
is God's message to the world; and 5) to
expose the hypocrites, who are indifferent
to this overwhelming Quranic miracle.

God inferms us that this numerical code is
"one of the greatest miracles" (See verse
35 of sura 74).

In the sequence of revelation of Quran,
which is different from:the written seQuence

the 19 letters of Basmala (verse 1 of sura 1) How, then can anyone contemplate that a

were revealed 1mmediately following the
No.19 mentioned in Quran (verse 30 of sura
74)=

A unique feature of Quran is the existence
of "Quranic Initials" at the beginning of
29 suras. These 29 suras, in terms of size,
make up half the Quran. Exactly half the

" Arabic alphabet (14 letters) participate

in fo¥ming 14 different sets of Quranic
Initigls. Thus, 14 letters make up 14 sets.
of initials, to prefix 29 suras, when we
add 14 + 14 + 29, the total is 57 (19x3).
It was aiscoverea thek the letters of ALL
the Quranic initials, without any exceptiond
exist in their suras in multiples of 19.
Any reader can eagsily verify this physical
fact by counting the letter "Q" (Qaf) in
the sura entitled "Q" (Qaf((sura 50). He
will find that the letter "Q" (Qaf) occurs -
in this sura exactly 57 times (19x3). The
only other sura intialed with Q" (Qaf),
namely sura 42 also contains the saMe number]
of "Q" (Qaf), 57, even though sura 42 is
more than twice as long as sura 50.

The sura initialed with the letter "N®
(Noon) ,namely sura 68, contains 133 "N's"
(1Sx7).

“gers from Allah, is the

-of her marriage rather strange.
-~ tradictory to Islamic values and principles,

- from Allah to man, therefore people are
 called upon to accept it. She must retain

are by necessity Muslims, since the Islamic

Muslims.

are absolutely stunning} . el

The details#

e

CONVERTING ONE'S NbN-MUSLIM WIPE

Question: Muslims are allowed to marry
Christian or Jewish women. Is the woman so
married to be converked to Islam before or
after her marriage? If this permission is
granted on the basis ef Christianity and
Judaism being religions practised by messens
' permission still
that Christians now

valid, despite the fact
believe in the Trinity?

Answer: I should admit that I find the
question about converting a woman because
It is con=

Islam states very clearly that "no compul-
sion is admissible in matters of faith'.

woman rmust be converted to Islam in order
for her marriage to be legal, Such a re-
guirement is not acceptable. Islam either
permits a marriage or forbids it. If it
approves of a Muslim marrying a Christian
woman, then it stands to reason that it
allows that woman to retain her faith. In-
deed, the husband should not pressure his
wife inany way to accept Islam, what he
shoyld do is to make Islam known to her and
to tell her that Islam is the final message

her freedom whether to do so or to maintain
her faith. If she decides to remain Chris-
 tian or Jewish, the marriage can continue,

with the husband being required to allow hid
wife tc practise her religion. The children

rule is that children follow the higher of
their parents' religions. Since Islam is
the highest of all religions, then they are

The point about the doctrine of the
Trinity as practised by Christians and the
permission to marry a Christian woman is
frequently raised. Some people suggest thag
since Christians have come to believe in t

it

‘. |
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.1y to the introduction of the doctrine of .

as a last resort, or as a social solution to

{
Trinity, they are no- longer believers in thé
Oneness of Allah. Therefore, they cannot be
classified as “"pecple of the Book'" or as per-
haps more accurately translated "people of
earlier revelation". I am afraid that this
is not quite correct. Thecdoctrine of Trinity
was introduced inte Christianity long before
the advent of Islam.

At the time when the Quran was revealed,
Christians had the same beliefs as they have
today. The doctrine of the Trinity was al=
ready introduced and practised. To us, it
represents a distortion of Christianity and
its fundamental principles. However, the
doctrine is mentioned in the Quran and Allah
describes those who say that He is one of a
Trinity are "unbelievers". MNevertheless;

He calls them as "Ahl Kitab" or People of
earlier revelations. Since the permission
to marry Christian women has come subsequent-

Trinity in Christianity, then that permissior
remains in force. Once again, no coersion or
pressure should bz exercised to make a Chris-
tian wife adopt Islam. If she adopts it, she
must do so by her own free will.

We have already established that it is
permissible for a Muslim msn to marry a Chrid-
tian woman or a Jewess. The question remains
whether it is advisable. It may happen that
a certain thing is permitted so as to serve

a particular problem., It does not follow thaf
it is to be treated as recommended or desira-
ble. In this particular case, inter—faith
marriages are permitted within certain limits
to help solve problems which may be encountere-
ed by individual Muslims. An inter-faith
marriage cannot be treated on the same foot-
ing as a marriage between a Muslim man and a
Muslim woman. Let us take the following

example from the time of the first generation
of Muslims. ie. the companions of the Prophetj.

Huthaifah ibn Al Yaman was one of the
commanders Umar ibn Al Khatab sent to Persia.
Subsequently, Umar learned that Huthaifah had
married a Jewish woman. He wrote to him ask-
ing him to divorce her. Huthaifah wrote bacy
saying that he would not comply with Umar's
request unless Umer stated first whether his |
marriage was permissible or not. Umar wrote
te him that it was permissible. However, he
supported his request to Huthaifah to divorcs
his Jewish wife by two arguments: that if
Muslims married non-Muslims, who would marry
Muslim women? In this connection, we should
remember that a Muslim woman can only marry
a Muslim. The cother reason expressed by
Umar was that foreign women had an element
of attraction which may lure Muslims away.

r.who is an outsider coming into her society.

e T S RN T TSI TR REREET E=g——o

"} .*ges.
- answer to a concept man has been familiar

Huthaifah found both arguments sound and he
diverced his wifes. Both arguments are still
sound today. Indeed, mcere so. The companions
of the Prophet were better believers than we
are and yet Umar expressed his misgivings
about inter-faith marriasges, by as a distine
gulshed figure of them as Huthaifah, an
Ansari who could be trusted with the command
of a large Muslim army.

One more point needs to be added in this
connection. If a Muslim who is living in a
non=Muslim country marries a local Christian
woman, then he places himself under very

reat pressure, His wife will be living among
her people and within her own cultural back-
ground. She finds no reason to modify her
social behaviour in order to be more accommod
dating to Islamic principles. 1In fact, all
the coempromises that will inevitably be neced
ssary will have to be made by her husband,

The case is different if she is to travel to
his home country. It is she who finds herself
in a position of having to make compromises
in crder to adjust to her new environment.
All this is of great importance The best
way is not to have an inter-faith marriage
unless one has no choice. To mary & Muslim
women is by far better than marrying any
Christian or Jewish woman.

Arsb News

- Courtesy:

BELIEF IN LIFE AFTER DEATH

IS THERE life after death? This vital
question has been confronting mankind for _
Science has failed to give a clear-cut

with since time immemorial.

But the question whether there is life af-+
ter death does not f£all under the jurisdic-
tion of science, as science is concerned only
with classification and analysis of sense
data. Then on what basis have scientists bed
gun to think there might be life after deathi
Their thinking is based on growing evidence
from people of different cultures, vocations
and aspirations all reporting startling simid
lar phenomena in near-death experiences.

The Rev. Paul Badham, a senior theology
lecturer at st.David's University College,
Lampeter, Dyfed, has reportedly ceollected
data cn near-death experiences from all over
the world. He has also located similar evi-
dence from historical texts. A general feel4
ing of weightlessness, follewed by travel
through a grey tunnel towards warm or bright
light, often accompanied by music and sensa-
tions of pleasure and peace, is the common
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. dead describes encountering someone who, un-

of all things, "It is Allah Who gives you

Judgement are precise and vivid. Allah says:

_resurrection, the hour of accountability.

experience, he says. Accordiﬁg to Dr Badham,

many people report meeting friends and relawivoscoruntability and reckoning) when each man's

tives who have died; there have " even been
cases where someone brought back from the

known to him, had died. Dr Badham says:
"Many people, especially those who have reliq
glous beliefs, become convinced that life hag

purpose and meaning because there is ecomething

else beyond".

While scientists are still groping in the
dark about whether there is anything after
death, the Holy Quran contains graphic narrad
tions of life after death. It says death is
inevitable: "Every soul shall have the taste
of death” (Surah Aal-i-Imran: 185). It goes
on to make clear that death is not the end

life, then gives you death; then he will |
gather you together for the Day of Judgment
about which there is no doubk" (Surah Al
Jathiva: 26). And on that Day, '"the trumpet
will (just) be sounded, when all that are in
the heavens and on earth will swoon.... then
will a second be sounded, when, behold, they
will be standing and locking oni®" (Sura Al
Zumar: 68).

The Quranic descriptions of the Day of

agcount! (Surah AL Anbiyah: 47).

death, the grave or maggots, as many people

'y

The Last Day is also czalled the Hour (of

and weman's deeds will be judged by Allah.
This will be Divine Justice, abcut which
Allsh says: "We shall set up scales of jus—
tice for the Day of Judgment, so that not a
soul shall be dealt with unjustly in the
least, And if there be (no more than) the
weight of a mustard seed, We shall bring it
(to account): And enough are We to take |
Upon this
judgment will depend man's final destiny -
his future abode: Paradise or Hell.

The matter dees not, therefore, end with

believe. It goes far beyond. Men with only
imperfect faith in the Omnipotence of #Allah
may doubt how dust can come back to life with
its individual identity of flesh and bones.
Almighty Allah has provided an answer: "Does
man think that We cannot assemble his bones?
Nay, We are able to put together in perfect
order the very tips of his fingers" (Sursh
Al QGiyama: 3-4).

Belief in the Hereafter is, therefore a
must for every Muslim.

- S?ed Khalid Husain

"The Day that We roll up the heavens like a

scroll...{Surah Al Anbivah: 104); "The Hour

(of Judgment) is nigh, and the moon is cleft
asunder" (Surah Al Qamar: 1); "When the sun

{with its spacicus light) is folded up; and

when the stars fzll, losing their lustre...

when the mountains are moved... when the seas
shall surge Wp.... and when the heaven shall
be flayed, and when Hell shall be set ablaze,
and when Paradise shall be brought nigh ..."
(Surah Al Takweer: 1-3, 6, 11-13).

It will be under these circumstances that
man will be raised up. It will be the hour off

Each person will be given the record of his
worldly deeds. It is an irrevocable part of
Islamic faith to subseribe to the concept of
life after death and a process of Divine
appraisal of the merits of this worldly deed%
fcllowed by rewards or punishment. Beiief in
the Last Day is one of the five articles of
faith, the other four being belief in the
Oneness of God, His Angels, His Books and His
Messengers. This set of articles is called
ITman-li=-Muimal (summary faith). Iman-i=-
Mufassal (detailed faith) also includes be-
lief in predestination = that all good and
evil are decreed by Allah ~ and in resurrec-
tion after death,

attend the funerals, perform Haj after

ASMA'S INTERVIEW WITH THE PROPHET

L

Asra Bint Yazid Ansari came to the Frophet
and said - "0, Prophet of Allsh! You are
dearer to me than my parents, The Muslim
ladjes have deputed me as their representa—
tive to talk to you on their behalf, Verily
you are the prophet for both men and women.
We ladies stay for most part of cur time
within the fcur walls of our houses. We re-
main pinned to our jobs of fulfilling the
sexual desires of men, bearing children far
them and locking after their homes. Notwiths
standing a1l this, men excel us in getting
réewards for things which we are unable to
do. They go and say their daily salat and
weekly Jummah in the Masjid, visit the sick,
Haj
and above ail fight in the way of Allah.
When they go for Haj or Jihad, we look after
their property, bring up their children and
weave cloth for them. Don't we share their
rewards with them?®

The Prophet addressing the Sahaba sitting
reund him said, '"Did you ever hear a lady
asking a better guestion?"

The Sghaba replied, "0, Prophet of Allah!
Ve never thought that a lady could ever put
such a duestlion”,
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The Prephet addressing Ashma said: "Listen

ettentively and then go and tell the ladies ic

who have sent you that when a women seeks the
pleasure of her husband and carries out her
dorestic functions to his satisfaction, she
gets the same reward as men get for all their
services to Allah',

Asma being fully satisfied with this reply
returned home happlly to convey the prophet's

reply to other ladies.

The Sahaba once said to the prophet 'in
foreign countries pecple prostrate before

their kings and chiefs, You deserve such - 2%

reverence much more'. The Prophet said '"'Wo.
If it were permissible to prostrate before
anybody besides Allah, I would have asked the
ladies to prostrate before their hushands."
He then said, "By him who has my life in his
hand a woman cannot do what she owes to Allah
until she has done what she owes to her
husband®.

It is reported in a Hadith that once a

camel bowed in prostration before the prophet

Sahaba on seeing this said: "When this animel
prostrates before you why should we not have
this honour too?". He replied: "Never, If I
could make somebody prostrate before anybody

besides Allah I would ask the ladies to pros-

trate before their hushands".

i In this connection the fellowing is reportd
.« ed to have been said by the Prophet:

1) A woman whose husband is pleased with her
at the time of her death goes straight
into paradise.

2) A woman is cursed by the angels if her
husband is displeased with her and she
stays away from him for the night.

3) The salat of two persons hardly rises
beyond their heads in its fiight to heaven
These two persons are :=- A runaway slave
and a disobedient wife. 5

~ Alhaj. T.C. Camal
Nawalapitiya

o Bk,

- it ] - ==mw = =

Follewing is the text of a talk delivered
by Sdr M.H, Sourjah at Padanmg (SLMA) on

. Badreen Eve; on 1st March 1994,

Saudara:, Saudari,

Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmathulla wa
Barakathuhu!

Ashhadhu anlailaha 1llalla, asthghfirulla,
wa asalukal janna wa a oodhubika minannaar.

- I bear witness that there is no god but

Allsh; forgive my sins, admit me to heaven,

battlefield ~ Should Islam and the Muslims
‘be erased from the face of this earth or

_and obey the Prophet and go with him even if

. Prophet to engage in battle against the ene-
- mies of Islam in a wadi or valley at Badr,

- possessions had been taken over by their

This is a zikr which, besides the Holy
Quran, should be constantly recitsd during
this holy month of Ramazan instead of the
gossip, slander and other sins indulged in,
day in and day out of our lives.

 There are several events of significance
in the history of Islam and the Battle of
Badr which took place on Friday, 17th day
of Ramazan, two years after the Hijra or

17 March, 623 A.D. is one of the most signi-
ficant of them all. Islam's very surviral
in this world was decided on this day on thg

survive to become the most potent rellgieus
force of today?

The Badreen in remembrance of whom we con
cluded a mowlid recital, constitute the emig
rants from Mecca, the Muhajireen, and the
residents of Medina, the Ansari, numbering
305 according to one authority and 314 aceord-
ing to another who, with 2 or 3 horses and
70 camels, defeated the army of the Quraish
counting a 1000 men and 200 horses through
the help of Allah Jallajalaha who sent Jib-
reel Alaihissalam with 1000 angels to fall
upon the eremy and 2 burning wind whipping
up clouds of sand into the face of the
Quraysh. Beheclden unto Allah Jallajalsha
and the Badreen Shuhadaee, forever and anon,
are we, the Muslims &f today, for had the
Badreen not stocd up and fought against the |
fearful odds of the enemy, thers would havel
been nie Islam and no Muslims today!

Thin and pale from lack of food, reduced |
to penury with their possession taken éver
by their enemies, banned from meking the
annual pillgrimage, and denied the freedom
te believe in Allah and follow His Messenger
and spread Hls wWord, the obedience and loyal
ty of the emigrants, the Muhajireen, to the
Prophet was unflinching and so was it in thej
cese of the Ansaris who had pledged to hear

i

he should lead them into the sea. These
were the men who whilst observing the 17th
fast of Ramazan, answered the call of the

80 miles out in the desert.

If Islam is a religion of peace, why did
the Muslims have to engage in warfare?
Placed in a posiftion where thelr earthly

enemies and their very survival and the sur-
vival of Islam were in peril and repeated
efforts at recenciliatioh had utterly failedi
permission to fight was given by Allah @ }

and protect me from the fires of hell,

R e

5 N -
RS LI


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

.

ST U e L 4 o e B

PR

P T ER P

LN At bk T T

e

DT A P R R BT 0D

WS B

© e : T e T ol -
S

 stood by their rights to profess their own

‘who had posted the ban in the Ka'ba against

. wadl or valley of Badr, the caravan diverted

return to Mecca,

Subhanathaala to the Muslims to retrieve
their losses as well as to fight in the
causa ©0fAllah, is inthe follow1ng revela~
tions :=

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent,
the Merciful. Permission to fight is
given unto thoses who fight becimse
they have been wronged; and Allah is
surely able to give them victory.

A thing most serious with Allah was ~

‘to turn {(men) from the way w=f hAllah
and to disbelisve in Him and in the
Holy Mosque, and to drive his pecple
from there .... for persecution is
worse than killing.'

'Fight in the cause of God
. Those who fight you .e.o

‘And fight them on -

Until there is no more

Tumult or oppression

And there prevail _

Justice and faith in God',

The time had arrived for the Quraysh to be
reminded that the itrophet and the Believers
feared none but Almichty Allah, that they

religion, truly and freely, that they too had
a right to meake a vearly pilgrimage to lMecca
and to call men teo their new religion,

News was received that Abu Sufyan,
Islam's arch enemy and the Chief of Mecca,

Muslims meking the »ilgrimage to Mecca and
had planned the assassination of the Prophet
had left Pamascus leading a caravan c¢f. 1000
camels laden with untold wealth and was head-
ing for Mecca. The Prophet gave orders to
the Musiims to raid this caravan in order to
retrive some of their losses, On learning
about this, Abu Sufyan called for reinforce-
ments from Mecca and Abu Jahl set out from
Mecca immedistely with an army of 10060 men
and 200 horses, Meanwhile, on finding that
the Muslims were heading for wells in the

its route and sped westward to the seashore.
Abu Sufyan sent word to the Quraysh army
about the garavan's change of course, that
the caravan wag safe and that they should
But, the proud and stubborn
Quraysh leaders refused to return, having
decided- to- show how powarful Lhey were by
destroying the Musiims.

On the morhing of Friday, the 17th day of
the fast of Ramazan, the battle began in
single combat and 6 of the Quraysh leaders
were slaing

+ oy

“OF1G0d, by asking him to sacrifice his son

distributed evenly according to the laws of

wealth.

Then, the Prophei gave the orderi,

R T TSR P

for general combat., The Quraysh tried to

reach the wells but the Maciim archers foll-
ed their attewpts. And, as the full body
of the Quraysh army, 1000 strong with 200 4
horses attacked, the Prophet flung a handfulj
of dust in their direction, Shortly there-
after Jibreel Alaihissalan with a 1000 an=
gels fell upon the enemy, and at the same
instant, a burning wind arose from behind
him whipping up clouds and sand into the :
face of the Quraysh. Blinded by the sand, -} .
Abu Jzhl was thromn from his horse and fell
down dead. Ummayyah Ibn Khalaf was killed
by his former slave, Bilal. Panic seized
the Meccans who broke into flight and the
Battle of Badr was over.

In the name of Allh, the Beneficient,

_ the Merciful. Ye (Muslims) did not
slay them, but Allah slew them, And
thou (Muhammad) threwest not when thou
didst throw, but Allsh threw, so that
Ye nignt test the Believers by a fair
test from Him. Lol Allah is All-
hearing, All-knowing.

#£llah tested the faith of Prophet Ibrahim,
the first human to believe ifi"the onenes’s

and on the Prophet passing the test, ram wasi
substituted for the sacrifice, Allah testedi
the faith of the Badreen, the first to em-
brace Islam, by asking them to flght in His
cause whilst observing the fast, and on the’
Badreen passing the test, He sent a 1000
angels and a scorching wind to vanquish the
foe. Such.vere the tests that Allah's be-
loved ones had +a,undergo to be nurifled and i
attain eternzl bliss e

By evening the dead were buried, the booty

the Quran, and the prisoners given sheltet.
in the tents of the Muslims. The poor were
invited to convert to Islam or were sent :
back to Mecca. The wealthy were also offer
ed the choice to convert, to remain as cap-
tives or to be ransomed according to their

Besides ensuring Islam's survival on ear-f{
th, the Battle of Badr changed the whole :
strategy of the battle field viz.

1) Prayer, not individually but in congre—
gation, to Allah even  amidst the dust
and storm of warfore; whensver the time
for prayer came, the congrégational -
‘praver should not be =bandoned or even
postponed, A party had to be engaged in
prayer while another was engaged with thej
enemy. After finishing the prayers, the !

two parties had to exchﬂnge the;r p051t¢oﬁs
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gshlgw,As soon as this ﬁas done, the &

and T

Burial of dead according to Islamic rightsd
Distribution of booty according to the
laws of the Quren

Treatment of priSoners of war with respect
énd provision of snelter to them in the
tents of the Muslims.

We have also been shown that if we right for
the right, Allah is surely able to give us
victory.

It was a moving sicht on the battle field
to view the injured and dying crying out for
water but when the water was brought, on a
vell being heard in the distance, the vessel
of water was passed on to another brother in
distress in the spirit of "thy need is great-
er than mine". This scene was enacted cver
and over again., This was the spirit of Mus-
1im brotherhood and self sacrifice displaved .
by the Badrin in their last dying moments.
and, Allah raised His beloved Badrin to the
ranks of the Awliyaas, friends of Allah, and
their benefic influence is always available to
anyone seeking their help.

Panic reigned aboard 3 ship caughf in a
storm and drifting cff course towards a shoal

of rocks. On seeing 2n old man remain calm and

&

guiet, a crew-member éppreﬁendcd him of the
.danger, ./ ‘nlq gave him.a pleece
aper to be @*ﬂ% tﬁe saz.l Of the +
torm sub-
sided and the ship changed its course_to safe-
ty.  The piece of paper contained the ASMA UL
BADRIN, the names of the Badrin.

A person locked his house and went on pil-
grimage. During his absence, several houses
ins the neighbourhood were burgled, but his
house was spared. Investigations revealed that
the burglars were frightened away by horsemen
giving chase when they went to burgle his
house. This person had the ASMA UL BADRIN

-and don't insist that you are in tha fight,

‘fought =zgainst and overcome. That is what we

‘help, the battle here at the wells of Badr

our religion of Isiam, Mes'ud.

Everytime vou give something away which you
have need of yourself, you fight and you win|
All day long yeu fight battles zgainst your
own greed, wour own comfort and the attrac—
tiong of the easy things of this world.
When you study, rather than sit around and
gossip zbout other people; when you share
‘your food, @s I have seen you do, and stay
hungry; when you are accused of something ..

when something is taken from you and you
don't complain. Do not say you are not a
fighter, Mas‘tud.

Tomerrow, the Prophet will fight a battle
against his own kinsmen....just as you fight
battles against your ownself, Because thet
part of you which will not listen to whet is
good and according tec God's will, must be
shall do tomorrew, Mas'ud., And with God's
will stand out for all times 38 4 SigN esaes
a symbol of Man's fight against his lower
self, That is the meaning of battles, in

-sselife seams very long to us, but God's
messenger said that compared to the Eternal
life, our life here on earth will seem like
«& dream when we have left itt

Saudara, Saudari, let us fortify our Iman
with the lessons learnt from the Badreen,
50 that we can submit and surrender in all
sincerity to the will of Allah Subhana ta'alj
and walk in the footsteps of our Holy Prophel

Rali Allah un ahli Badreen,
Rali All=ah un shuhadei ///
Salla Allahbu ala Muhammad,
Salla Allshu alai wa sallam ///
Salla Allabu ala Mubhammad,

Ya Rabbi salli-wa sallim.

hung over the entrance to his house.

e e e e e ——

The Badrin Mowlid is recited in many a MusH

lim home and business house for security, well- -
bing and as a protecticn against evil influen-

Ceo Ay
In regard to the fighting permitted in the
Quran, let me quote Seyedina aAbdulla‘'s advice
to Mas'ud, the ysung Meccan who did not want
to fifht in the Bettle of Badr: 'You are a
fighter. Do you think that battles take place
only on the battlefields? I have known you
since the day you stood before the Prophet
and declared your faith - since before then,
have seen you fight many battles. And
you have won them. Every dazy you fight battles
and win them. Everytime you bow your head for
the morning prayer and leave the comfort of
your mat, you have fought a battle and won.

assert a Filipino identity stripped of colo-

ARE PILIPINOS MALAY?

Debunking Misconceptions About
a Nation's Origins

{Based on Asiaweek”— August 3, 1994)

Filipinos prefer not tc takk about their
races, partly to avoid ethnic ten51ons. Stilll
many have raised the question: Are Filipinos.
predominantly Malay? Nationalists eager to

nial patina avoid the Malay label. But phy-
sical and cultural affinities among huge

segments of Indonesia, Malaysia and the phi-
lippines have led many to cenclude that most

Filipinos are Malay.
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asserts, reflecting the current scholiarly
- view that people should not be classified by

and other Europsans for the natives of colo=

¢ in the Philippines, its original meaning.
' The national hero Jose Rizal, who is part

-Sallek of the Malaysian

Tagalog-speaking population', says Harold

P 8

‘They aren't, says anthropologist ¥. Landa
Jacano of the University of the philippines.
tTherats no such thing as Malay stock), he

race, The idea that most Filipinos were
Malay came about when 19th century nationa—
lists wanted to distinguich L“cmaules from
their Spanish overlords. They resented the
term indios (Indians) -~ used by Zpaniards

nies - and called themselves '"Filipinos",
But the word also referred to Spanisrds born

Chinese, used the phrase "Malayan Filipinos',
and he has been called the Great Malavan.
(The martyr even asked that his death sen-
tence record his race as indio.): Thus, the
Malay connection became central to the ne~
tionalist consciousness at its inception.

H. Ctley Beyer, the American who founded
the UP anthropclogy department, further in-
grained the idea. In 1914 he hypothesized
that waves of Maleys settled the Philippines
Peginning 6000 years ago. Today's anthropo-
logists consider Beyer's theory outdated ‘and
plain wrong. Many in hils generation classi-

fied people by perceiveq_physical differenceg
or ‘race!, partly due to training in Germany,)

where Rizal had alsc studied. Anthrcpologist
now put greater store on linguistic and othey
cultural characteristics to classify people.

But Beyer's hypothesis stuck, says formerx
education chief Cnofre Corpuz, becauss "no
other theory was advanced". In fact, people
inhabited the islands long before Beyer's
first wave supposedly arrived, In 1962 ex—~
cavations at Tabon cave in FPalawan island in
the west found human remains 24,000 years olg
and stone tools possibly 50, 000 years old.
Implements unearthed in Cagayan, northern:

Luzon, indicated humsn habitation as far back

as half a million years ago. Prof. Radriyah
Science University in
of what is today the
with Malays between

8g0s

Penang says inhabitants
philippines "coexisted"
40,000 and 50,000 years

Although the 'Tabon Man' has often been
called the first Filipino, scholars hesitatel
to link him to present-day Filipinos. 'We
can't assume that the people whose artifacts|
were dug up in northern Palawan belong to a

Corklin, professor of anthropology at Yale

University. Jocano argues against ascribing
Malay characteristics teo humen fogsgils from
Southeast Asia, Tabon Man iz no more Filipit
no or Malay than Peking Man is Chinese. '

‘405 cultural and blood ties between their twol -

. - Jis
Today's ethnic and naticnal groupings 5
sre rooted in the colonial past. westerners|
named and classified the pecple who fell
under their dominion. "Malay is just a label"
s 1
sums up Corpuz. The Brifish thought the pe
ple of Malacca, who said they spoke YBahasa '
Melapul’, also populated the rest of the Malay
peninsula. The Portuguese, Germans and Dutc
lumped und&r "Indonesian™ all inhabitants ofi
their Bast Indies colonies.

The widespread use of that Malacca speech
as a lingua franca may have contributed to
the use of the word "Malay" for the inhabi-
tants of Malaysia, the Philippines and Indo-
nesia, Moves in the 1960s to create a group:
ing of the three countries called Maphilindo
furthered the thinking that most of their
citizens were of the Melay race. But there
is little scientific evidence to show that
they all came from the Malay peninsula.

5till, there are numerous affinities
between Filipinos, Malays and Indonesians,
created by centuries of two-way trade, travel
and migration.  Their languages belong to
the same Austrenesgian familyv. These share
many words, including aku or ado (meaning I)
anzk (child) and batu or bato (stone). Other
common cultural traits include hospitality,
fatalism and a belief in magical amilets. and
talismans.  More than migrat;on theories,
it is such similarities that have 'led many
anthropologists to include Filipinos and
Malays in the same broad ethnic category.
"Fithin the range of world population", Conkd
1in says, "there’s a closer fit there than
in anysother place in the world'. But Jacan
cautions against considering Filipino culture
as basically Malay. ”Tndone51ans, Malays
and FPilipinos", he says, i'stand cowequal as
ethnic groups, without any being dominant
racially or culturaliy".

A1l that disputation is lost on most
Filipinos, especially those keen to develop
mutually beneficilal tigs with the neighboursj
Welcoming Malay51an pPremier Mahathir Mohamed,
last February, President Fidel Ramos referred

tije share the sea that washes both
he declared. Indeed, in an

hations,
our shores't,

era of increasing cooperation among Filipinos, |

Malaysians and Indonesians, it doesn't meem
to matter much who landed first.

e S =

ﬁ Farook Thaliph
. Editor - TERANG
9, National Housing Scheme,
Eaderamulla, Watiala,
SR1 LANKA,
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~century they had established trading posts,

- and the Moluccas.

'History - BAGGAGE FROM THE PAST
(Based on Asiaweek — June 15, 1994)

In their society, economy, technology
and religion, islanders of the East ASEAN
Growth Area have a long history of interac-
tion. Most descend from proto=Malays, who
moved across Asian land bridges in the dis-
tant past, or island-hoppers from the South-
Many were seafarers trading in coastal
riches. Six centuries ago, Arab and Indian
Muslim merchants began to dominate maritime
commerce from Sumatra to Ternate. Often they
settled along the coast and married into
local ruling families. They left a crescent
of Muslim devotion that ran from Sumatra
through Java, Borneo and the southern Phili-
ppines.

Western colonisation spread Christianity
in many areas where Islam was not firmly
established, planting the cross from the Phi+
lippines to north Sulawesi, the Moluccas and
Timor. European powers created rivalries
where thgre was once peaceful exchange, Thus
most of Spanich Philippines limited its trade
with nearby islands., 3Spanish and Portuguese
colonies and later Dutch and. Beitish posBes-
sions regarded each other warily.

Portuguese and_Spanlards were the first
Eurcpeans to explore the region. By the 16th

Conquered sultanates and set up monopolies
throughout the *Space Islands". In 1529 a
treaty divided the spoils along the 17th

Parallel east of the Moluccas. It gave Portu-

gal the territories to the west and Soajxthoge

to the east. Besides the Philippines, the
Spaniards colonised Manado, the largest cityl
on Sulawesi,

Portuguese influence faded early. Present-

day East Timor is the only vestige of its !
East Indies empire to survive into the moder
eras The Dutch came to the region to avenge
injuries inflicted on their country by Spain
and to break its lucrative trading moncpoly.
Their fleets reached Sumatra in 1596 and
waged war on pative rulers and other Eurc—
peans. The Dutch conQuered Java, Sulawesi
By the 19th century they
controlled much of present-day Indonesia,

The Sultan of Brunei ruled most of the
northwest coast of Borneo. By the mid-19th
century, however, Britain was extending its
influence. Sir Stamford Raffles had occupied
Singapore island to prevent a Dutch monopoly
of commerce through the Straits of Malacca.
In 1839 James Brocke helped put down a rebe—
liion against the sultan. In return he was

under the sovereignty of the Sultan of Sulu,

=== ====

. supposed to possess mystic powers and abili-
 ties.

named the "White Raja" controlling much of
Sarawak. By stages the Brocke dynasty expand
ed their rule over Brunei territary, contend-
ing that the sultan‘'s rule was ineffectfial

or cppressive.

For nearly a century, North BEornec was

a group of islands in the southern Philippines.
The territory became a British protectorate
in 1888 and joined Malaysia in 1963 as the
state of Sabah, : '

In the 1950z and early 1960s, naticna=
lists in newly indepehdent Indonesia, Malaysi
and the Philippines stirred up disputes in-
volving territories in and around Bornec,
Indonesia's Sukarnc launched his Konfrontasi
with Malaysia, while the Philippines lodged
a claim over Sabah based on the Sultan of
Sulu's past rule. The three countriss also
briefly toyed with the idea of forming a
Malay confederation called Maphiiindo. With
EAGA, the inter-island interaction of many
centuries ago seems set to meke a comebacke

1)

PANDAN BALTE
~ by Tuan Arifin Machan Burah

Mr T,J.P. Ahamat's article on Malay Mos=~
ques, Saints and Shrines in Sri Lanka appear—f
ing in the Terang Magazine, Vol.2 No.6 of
June 1988 contain certain incorrect state=-
ments with regard to the above. I have en-
deavoured to set the record straight having
consulted @ direct descendant of the above,
Tuan Rashdeen Pallie, who resides at B.22
Maddumagewatte Housing Scheme, Nugegoda.

At the turn of the 17th century the Dutchu
who were occupying Ceylon farmed a company
of Kaffirs and were brought to Ceylon to help
them build their forts in the Island. These
were rough and dangerous pecple, These were
quartered in Slave Island. The people who |
could control them were the Javanese who
professed Islam, Most of these Javanhese werej

One of these Javanese drafted for ser-
vice was Pandan Ballie, a nobleman exiled to
Ceylon by the Dutch.

Pandan Balie was very much distressed to
find that the Javanese who were 100% Muslims
had no proper place of worship. He visited
Muslim places of worship like "Wetchimalai®
in Beruwela, and resided there for over an
year. Here he married a moor lady. They had
no children, He vowed that if a child was
born he would build a mosdue in’ Slave Island
for''the 'benefit of his race.
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/July 1786 far Rs.120/~ according to the Title

‘Landraad of the Colombo Dissavony; and it was }
: gifted to the priest in charge, said to be a

: in the Tsland for some time agreed to marry
fo this couple,
Pallie (pallie Adiyan).
 PALLIE ADIYAN had two sons - MISKIN & EKKIN.
MISKIN had 5 children - (1 - 5)

A teTarat

A baby girl was then born and she was
named 'pallie Umma, alias Sairiya Umma'.
was in fulfilment of this vow he purchased
from a Moor, Jayenedeen Marikkar Sinne Kassim
one Morgen 30 sg. rocds and 48 sg.ft. on 27th

1t

Deed prepared in Dutch by Jan Honter Hon'ble

"Scion of a long liné of priests from Java",
one Saibo Lathiff. pandan Balie left innu-
merable property in Beruwela to maintain the
child and mother and thereafter left for his
homeland, Java. In the meantime pallie Umma
grew up to marriageable age of 17 years. But
she could not find a suitable partner as she
was fathered by a Javanese,

T.Ms Joe Miskin of Shell Co. and
Tuan Abdul Razak, Waterworks Dept.CMC.
3) ' : |

4)

doe

Tuan. Nizam Ekkin Pallle, Foreman,
Rowlands, Nawinna. - . '

Marliya Ekkln Pallie who married
Hajireen Junkeer and had a son Tuan

. Darvis Junkeer, Becretary of Wekande
Jumra Mosgue. - .

Gneima Fkkin pallie 'ogho__ married Rambe
lan of CHMC. '

Nona Ekkin Pallie who marriad
Kitchillan. : :

3)

6}

7

Cou.rtesy: SUARA SLUMO of 3/7/1994

In the meantime the British occupied
Ceylon and British ships were reqular callers
at the port of Colombo. The crew of one of
these ships were composed of Malays from
Prince of Wales Island (Singapore). Amongst
these were three brothers, Al Faraz Nasar,
Al Faras Nadath and Al Faraz Nana. Al Faragz
Nasar who was a steward in the ship and was

Pallie Umma or Sairiya Umma. A son was born
He was named Johar son of.
His descendants are
as follows :

1) Ahamath who had 4 children - Buhary,
Azmi, Rasheed and Jezima, who married
Alhaj A.R.M, Salahudeen, Katheab of
Grand Mosque. .

2) Thassim who had 6 children - Sabira (wife
of M.B. Rajudin, Mercantile Bank);
Kamoordin; Rahila (whc married Hashim)j
Surathi (who married M.B. Rajudin (3nd
wife = no issues); Razina who died a
spinster and Sundara who married
Kumban d/o Rawdin of Whittal & Co.

3) Hashim who married Rahila;

4) Haniffa who married (2) had 3 glrls and
; a sonj

,5)_a girl (name unknown) who died a spinster1

EKKIN had 7 children = (1 - 7)

1) T. Bagoos Pallie who had 2 children -
T. Nasardin Pallie (dead) and = |
To Sadikin Pallie who married Fajlreen
Junkeer's daughter. . :

2y 2 Kitchil' £kkin Pallie who married Gﬁei
Dalila (Guru Yahiya Rahim's sister and
had 2 children - sSharifa who married

b s e s e e e st e

male Taslima Nasrin.

blood!

to have the courage to dissent from it!

weight to the campaign on your behalf:

RUSHDIE WRITES TO TASLIMA
(Based on SUNDAY TIMES -~ 24 July 1994)

This is an open ldtter from Salman Rushe~
die to Taslima Nasrin, the author of '"Shame"

who is under death threats from Muslim clerici
and faces criminal charges from the government

for allegedly criticising the Koran. Mr Rushi
die, who has been in hiding since being sen-
tenced to death by Iranian religous leaders -
in 1989, is organising an international pro-
teSt on MS. Nasrin's behalf by othér prominent
writers.

"I am sure you have become tired of being
called "the female Salman Rushdie" - what a

bizzarre and comical creature that would be!- 5

when all along you thought you were the fe-
T am sorry my name has
been hung around your neck, but please know
that there are many people in many countries
werking to make sure that such sloganizing
does not obscure your identity, the unique-
features of your situation and the importance
of fighting to defend you and your rights
against those who would cheerfully see you
dead.

In reality it is our adversaries who seem
to have things in common, who seem to believe
in divine sanction for lynching and terrorism
So instead of turning you into a female me,
the headline writers should be describing
your opponents as '"the Bangladeshi Iranians.™

How sad it must be to believe in a God of
What an Islam they have made, these -
apestles of death, and how important it is

 Great writers have agreed to lend their

2
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Czeslaw Milosz, Mario Vargas Llosa, Milan
Kundera and more. When such campaigns were
run on my behalf, I found them immensely
cheering, and I know that they helped shape
public opinion and government attitudes in
many countries. '

You have spoken out about the oppression
of women under Islam, and what you said need-
ed saying. In the West, there are too many
eloquent apologists working to convince peo-
ple of the fiction that women are not dis-
criminated against in Muslim countries or that!
if they are, it has nothing to do with the
religion.! The sexual mutilation of women,
according to this argument, has no basis in
Islam. This may be true in theory,but in many

countries where this goes on the Mullahs whold-cult woman, an advocate (horror of horrors)

heartedly support it.

And then there are the countléss crimes of
violence within the home, the inequalities of
legal systems that value women's evidence be-
low that of men, the driving of women out of
the workplace in all countries where Islamistﬁ
have come to or even near to power.

You have spoken out about the attacks on
Hindus in Bangladesh after the destruction of
the Ayodhya mosque in India by Hindu extre=. -
mists. Any fair minded person would agree
that a religious attack by Muslims on inno—
cent Hindus is as bad as an attack by Hindus
on innocent Muslims. Such simple fairness is
the target of the bigots' rage, and it is thaq
* fairness which, in defending you, we seek to
d&er]dﬁ

_ You are accused of having said that the

Koran should be revised - although you have
said that you were referring only to Islamic

religious code. You may have seen that only
last week the Turkish authorities annéunced
a project to revise these codes, so in that
regard at least ycu are ncot alene.

And even if ycu did say that the Koran
could be revised to remove its ambiquities
about the rights of women, and even if every
Muslim man in the world were to disagree with
you, it would remain a perfectly legitimate
opinion, and no society which wishes to jail
or hang you for expr
free.

Simplicity is what fundamendalists always
say they are after, but in fact they are
obscrurantists in all things. what is simple
is to agree that if one may say "God exists!"
then another may also say "God does not exis
that if one may say "I lcathe this book", then
another may also say "But I like it very much
What is not at all simple is to be acked to

t!l!

many who are standing silently with you.

essing it can call itself |

Buith the six women and with four others whom

believe that there is only one truth,one way
of expressing that truth, and one punish-
ment - death — for those who gay this isnt't
So. &5 you know, Taslima, Bengali culture =
and I mean the culture of Bangladesh as well
as Indian Bengal - has always prided itself
‘on its openness, its freedom to think and
argue, its lack of bigotry. It is a disgracd
that your government has chosen to side with
the religious extremisfs, against their own
history, their own civilisation, their own
values. It is the treasure house of the inw
telligence, the imaginatiorn and the word that
your oppenents are trying to loot.

I have seen and heard reports that you
are all sorts of dreadful things - a diffi-

of free love, Let me assure you that those
of us whe are working on your behalf are well
aware that character assassination is normal
in such situations, and must be discounted.

And simplicity again has something valua-
ble to say on this issue: Even difficult
advocates of free love must be allowed to
stay alive, otherwise we would be left only
with those who belicve that love is some=
thing for which there must be a price - per-
‘haps a terrible price - to pay.

Taslima, I know that there must be a storn
inside you now, One minute you will feel
weak and helpless, another strong and defiant
Now you will feel betrayed and alone, and
now you will have the sense of standing for

Perhaps in your darkest moments you will
feel you did something wrong - that those
demanding your death may have a point. This
of all your goblins you must exorcise first.
You have done nothing wrong. The wrong is
committed by others against you. You have
done nothing wrong, &nd I am sure that one
day soon you will be free.!

ey e e e e e e R =

WIVES OF CLERIC DENY HAVING
UNLAWFUL SEX

(Based on Ceylon Daily News - 29/7/1994)

JOHCR BARY, Malaysia, Thursday (Teuter) - Six
wonen continued their own defence in an Isla-
mic court on Wednesday against chacges of
iliegally marrying and having sex with a self
stylad Moslem preacher from Singapore. '

Abdul Talib Harun, 34, fathered 18 childreh

he legally married,

Dressed in dark blue garments from head tof

i,
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toe and acting as their own legal represen-
tatives, the women took turns on Wednesday
questioning prosecqution witnesses before a’

packed court, -

Cne witness told the court that in April
a team from the Immigration and Islamic Reli-
gicus departments raided a house here just
before midnight following a tip that a man
with 10 wives was conducting religicus lesson
there. "We entered the house and saw many
children sleeping on the floor with heavily-
veiled women", witness Khairuddin Salleh
sald. m"But Abdul Talib was not in the house"

The three-day trial is expected to end on
Thursday. If convicted the women face a fin
or imprisonment or both. Two of the women
caused a stir in the court on Tuesday when
they asked a prosecution witness whether he
had seen them having sex with the preacher.
Judge Zainuddin Munajat disallowed the
Gquestion.

Prosecutor Abdul Karim Yusof told the
court the six women offered to become the
preacher's wives after they befriended the
legal wives. The four legal wives pleaded
not guilty to charges in the Islamic court
in the state of Johor of endorsing the
'marriages® with the other six despite know~
ing the unions viclated Malaysia's Islamic
laws. All 10 women, aged between 24 and 34
are from Singapore, -

P
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== = e e
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9 into cultural circles and dictate the boun~

in-chief of the Weekly "Culture News', wrote
that the real target of the assault was
Egyptian culture. 'Unless every owner of a
pen or a brush and every innovator stands up
to such attacks, ne one will be able to
write a word; compose a tune, or paint a

colour", Ghitanl warned.

Nobel laureate Naguib Mahfouz joined hun-
s dreds of prominent Egyptian writers in sign~
ing a statement condemning what they consi-
dered Gharib's "cultural terrorism". The
furore in parliament has highlighted the fear
of many intellectuals that the showdown bet-
ween the government and Moslem militants
fighting to overthrow it would spill over

9

daries of freedom,

Intellectuals often complain the govern—
ment accused by the Moslem fundamentalist of
being godless, was trying too hard to outdo
the militants in religiosity by imposing a
stricter Islamic line and censorship in
movies and art work,

"I reject any authorlty outside the art
-world imp051ng restricticns. Today it may beg
al-Azhar {(Egypt's primary Islamic institutiomny)
tomorrow it may be the army. Only an artist
can be the source of judgement on art, not
a religious, governmental or political entity"
artist Adel el-Siwi told the.Reutars,

When a journalist for a cultural publica«

- NUDE PICTURE IGNITES CULTURAL WAR
IN EGYRT ' :

CAIRO (Reuter)

A Gustav Klimt nude of Adam and Eve on
a magazine cover has ignited a cultural war
in Egypt. The turn of the century painting
by the Vienna artist was the subject of a
long parliamentary attack on Culture Minister
Farouk Hosni that shocked intellectuals and
sparked a debate on fresedom of expression in
an increasingly conservative environment.

Parliamentarian Galal Gharib told a rowdy
assembly Hosni was responsible for the im-
morality of modern Egyptian culture and asked
women members of parliament to leave so he
could prove it. - The women stayed put and
Gharib pointed to a photograph of the "offend
ing" painting which appeared on the cultural
magazine -"Creativity", and spcke of a play
with homosexual characters as examples of
‘what was culturally rotten in Egypt.

Gharib motioned a no-confidence vote
agalnst Hosni but Gamal el-Ghitani, editorn

tion asked him recently if art was sinful,
Siwi refused to answer saying he was an artist
noct a theoleogian.

Fundamentalists regard films and theatre
as sinful because they show torrid: love aff-
airs, sex scenes and drinking and other be-
haviour deemed tc have killed at least one
writer and threatened many others for their
secular views, Many writers and intellectuals

under. tight government protection since the
1992 murder of secular writer Farag Foda, who
was gunned down by militants for his anti-
fundamentalist views. A

British author Salman Rushdie, ordered

phemous novel"Satanic Verses", found a syme
pathetic ear among ®mm many Egyptian intellec—
tuals who said his book should not be banned.
Intellectuals shake their heads in disbelief
at a recent case in Egypt in which fundamen-
talist lawyers demanded an end to the happy
marriage of secular academic Nasr Hameed Abu
Zeid on the grounds that he has renounced
Islam through his books. The lawyers argued
that 2bu Zeid was an apostate and therefore

are on the militants' deatn list and have beeh

killed by Tran's Islamic leader for his blas—
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cof Islamic militancy that practises terrorism

T s oy

is marrlace to a Moslem wonan was automntl-
cally annulled.

"This (Gharib's) barbaric attack, taking_

made by these readers on this matter.

- Editorial Board -

o g s o e e = -

cover behind religion, is part of a plan
aimed at destroying the Egyptian mind.
Egypt's culture is its protection against
outside influence" said wrlter Fathia al- -
Asssal.

. Cther academlics have stressed that nudity
and erotica are not new to Egyptisn culture
but have been there from ancient Egyptian
times and can even be found among the great
works of Islamic literature. "If the excuse
of nudity was spplied to everything then we
would have to destroy most of the relics
that we are proud of", wrote Chitani,

Iljustrating his point, the BErooklvn
Maseum opened an exhibit of asncient Egyptian
relics in January that included a small paind
ted limestone sculrture showing a womsn hav—
ing sex with six much smaller grinning men,.

Ibrahim Issa, writing in Roszz al-Yusif
magazine, reminded Gharib of Sheikh al-Nafzad
wi's tome the "Perfumed Garden', a medieval
Islamic erotica manual ecn par with the Kama
futra, an eastern wcorl on the pleasure of
58X, '

Only Fahmi Howeidi, the 'sole pro-Islamic
columiiist allowed to air his views in the
semi-official ak+Ahram newspaper, camge to
Gharib's defence. He accused the intellec-
tuals of overacting and asked "who is
terrorising who?"

"Are we exaggerating when we say that
Egypt is in a sad state, that we live shadow

in the streets, which is matched by secular
militancy that practises terrorism via the
media?" Howeidi wrote.

Sourtesy: SURAT KARAR of M.M.A,
Jan~March 1994

SaudarajSaudurl,

Re comments on Dr Hussainmiya's artlcle

As you would have noted the last issue
of Terany carried only the summarised ver—
sions of comments made by & few readers aris{
“ing from the observations made by $dr Parhoon
Samahon on Dr Hussainmiya's article - The
Malays of Sri Lanka - as reproduced'in the
Rupee Fund 40th Anniversary Sourenir. ' We
are now pleased to reproduce below for your
information the full texts of the comments

-names is a Malay cr a Moor?

Headgear - How many wear the sengkoh and

"Adahe prayers at Hambantota, I an outsider,

‘hand do we not eat thosai and the Tamils

~conduct these ceremonies from the Moor? In

By Sdr B.D.K. Saldin - 1 June 1894

How does one. identify a person as belong--
ing to a perticular race? One may have to
consider the following, his name, mode of
dress, food habits, the religious and cultu-
ral practices he indulges in, the language -
he spezks, and his physical characteristics,
but not necessarily in that order.

Name: Consider these names: Raheem, Ismail,
Mohamed, Hamid, Musafer, Yusuf, Sally, for
example. Can one say by only looking at
these whether the bearer of any of these

Dress: Do the Sri Lanka Malays have a dis-
Tinctive dress? or more to the point how
ften do they wear their distinctive attire?
The males wear shirt and trousers or saronge
The females wear the saree or the shalwar
kameez, variations of middle eastern attire,
and the dress., Are there not others here

who also wear this type of clothes. Can one|

therefore distinguish a Malay by his dress.
how often? Recently when I followed Tdul

was the only one who sported a songkonl
others wore the ubiquitous skull cap.

Food: Is not the daily diet of the Malays
similar to what the Moors and the Sinhalese
eat? The Tamils eat more thosal and wadai
than the Malays eat satay and cn the other

satay? Hence it cannot be said that a parti]
cular food item is the monopoly of a parti-
cular race. All we can say is that it ori-
ginated in a particular country. I don't

know when I last ate bol or cina kuwe Malay
delicacies which my grandmother used to make

Religlous and cultural ceremonies: Mowloodsy

Kathams, Ratheebs, how differently do we

what way do our funeral ceremonies differ
from those of the Moors. Don't our brides
give a dowry to the bride groom and doesn't
the Tali play a prominent part in ocur wedd-
ing ceremonies like that of the Moors? Conm
trast this custom with that of our cousins
in Malaysia and Indonesia where the dowry is
given by the groom in true Islamic tradition

Women go to the burial grounds for a funeraly

‘in both these countries whereas it 1s taboo

L §

>

_here.
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L age: We pride ocurselves that we have a
language of our own, but how many speak itz
A 100 of our people? 50%7, 252, 20%. One
can safely assume that nearly 50% of the M
Malays are below the age of fifty and it is
+ wunlikely that these speak Malay. 0Of the

- Malays of my generation, the over fifties,
how many of us speak Malay for most of our
time. - 50% of our time? 25%2, 10%?. Let us
not kid ourselves that our language is dying
because of a lack of grammar and syntax., A
language dies for want of spesgkers,

Physical characteristics: Intermarriags has
taken place not only among the elite but
among the lowliest, among the rich as well as
among the poor, from the days of the Regiment
to the present. In this social milieu is it
not true that physical characteristics tend
to become blurred. If a man, let us assume
his name is Majeed, dark in complexion without
any Mongoloid features, wearing shirt and
trousers, unable to spesk one word of Malay,
vet calls himself a Malay, can anvone deny
© him the right to call himself thst! (He may
~ have a birth certificate that proves that he
is a Malay, but how can another be privy to
that?) .

If what I have stated aboke is not in-
correct then what Dr Huss ainmiva has said :
canmot be wrong. Let me guote “It mesns that
a Malay in 5ri Lanka ig one who considers himt
self or herself a Malay and functions as a
member of and identifies with the Malay socied
ty', :
I don't think that Mr Samahon is correct
when he states "According to the authcor it
would appear that we have no right to claim a
separate identity any more on the grounds of

physical characteristics, language or customs'i.

Nowhere in his article or in his book has
Dr Hussainmiya stated this nor has he implied
this.

Mr Samahon states "It would be interesting
to know the kasis of his findings which seem
to contradict realities". The basis of his
findings are clearly spelled out in his articl
end as for "contradicting practical realities'
my analysis of the present situation in Sri
Lanka will reinforce what Dr Hussainmiya has
said. In any case he cannot be faulted for
what Percival and Tungku Abdul Rzhaman has
said. All I can say is that we Malays resent
the ftruth, a falling not confined to a parti-
cular race.

As for Mr Samahon's contention that the
Malaysian immigration authorities have been
infiuenced by Dr Hussainmiya‘'s writings it is
far from the truth. The reason why the Malay-

€ ed at the head of 25,000 Malay soldiers',
t» and set up his rule of fifty years with Polon

Malay migration is entirely noliticel. Indo-
nesian end Philippine il1licit immigration,

the Chinese lobby, the acktivities of the
Tamil Tigers in Malaysia and Singapore are
some of these.

ERE AL

By Major Bagaf Sariffa'deen - 7 April 1994

L ith due respect to Dr Hussainmiya's
scholarship and his painstaking efforts to
present to the English speaking reader his
research into the history of Sri Lanka Malays
I wish to state ithat his references to the
Malay chazacter in as far as physical charace
teristics go are self contradictory. For,he
fquotes the British Military Officer: "Althoug
they (Malays) intermarry with the Moors and
other castes (sic) particularly in Ceylon
‘and by this mesns acquire a much darker co-
leur than is natural to a Malay, still their
characteristlc featuree are so striking;z

"""" (Emphasis

mina) .

il

Let me remind Dr Hussainmiya that '"Malays
who came to this country did not hail from
Malaya only. Malava, as the present day
Malaysia was formerly known, formed part of
the Sri Vijaya empire, which flourished in
the East with the coming of the Christian ers
cand lasted upto the incursions of the Furo—~
peans in the 15th century C.E. Siam (Thai-
land), Malaya, the 13,000 islands that encom-
pass the present day Indonesia, the Philipp-
ines and other lands came under the sway of
the 8ri Vijaya empire. Noted historians of
our own such as Dr Paranavitane, Dr Jayasuriy
Professor of History of the University of
Ceylon, among others have pald glowing tri-
butes to the Malays of Sri Lanka. Dr Paranad
vitane in his 'A Concise History of Ceylon',
inter alia, states that Chandra Banu ‘ravaged
the length and breadth of this country
(Ceylon)'. His second attempt to overrun
this country met with his death by poisoningd
Dr Paranavitane further states: 'Megha follow-

naruwa as his capital. Later there was a
Malay kingdom in the North. Dr Jayasuriya
says in an article 'it is not an accident
that the Malalasekeras, Malalgodas and otherd
have strikingly Malay features', Sardar
panikkar, en Indian historian states "Malays
were the overlords of the seas", in his book
~ entitled 'The Indian Ccean' during the era of
the Sri Vljaya empire.

It is my contention that a sizeable inha-
bitants of the Eastern Province, in particu-
dac, are descendents of those early Malays

L

ﬁ" gian authorities cannot encourage’ Sri“lankan
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their mother tongue, too, and speak Tamil =

“they claim to be descendants of the Arabs do

British beguiled the Malays of royal titles

has not come into direct contact with, say,

. the Malays. I had the privilege of visiting

-

who made frequent incursions into this country
I discovered when I was serving as Principal
of Zahira College, Kalmunai, in the 60s that
the Muslims of the region trace their roots
to certain 'kudis' or tribes. They said
'Java~kudi' was ons of them. It was not sur—
prising. The women, not necessarily luslims,
have Malay features, and have alsc retained
their fair complexion, leading as they do a
sheltered life., The man by contrast have a
tanned skin as they are exposasd to the seve-
rity of the elements working in their paddy
fields., Kirniya is a glaring instance of
Malays losing contact with their compatriots
having led an isolated existence. They lost

the language of the Tamil speaking pecple, nét
cf the Muslims, for they (Muslims), although

not have their own mother tongue.

Therefore, I say that all Malavs do not
have the fair skin as presumed by Dr Hussain-
miya. - The Indonesians largely possess a
brown complexicn. The Dutch exiles from Java
ware of royalty. The Dutch imperialists
rounded up the leaders who resisted Dutch rule
of their country, and together with their
families and family retainers CXllEu them to
Ceylon and South. Africa. The "Malavs® from
Malaya came here during British rule, The

by conferring on them military ranks, mostly
that of Captain. My great-grandfather was
*Kupitan Sjarifoedin', who hailed from Kuching
in Sarawsk. The spelling was Dutch. It was
British influence that changed it to Sariffo?
deen. This is by the way.

Tt saddens us, Malays, for the impression
formed by the late Tungku Abdur Rahman Puthra,
former Prime Minister of Malaya. For he says
that Ceyleon Malays have lost their physical
characteristics and look 'more like the ke-
lings (Indians), the languafie spoken by Malays
is strongly influenced by the Indian dialect;
and what's more they have lost touch with adat
and custom'’. Perhaps the late Prime Minister

Malays in the up-country, Hambantota and such
other remotely situated places. It has been
remarked by visitors ftom tanash Melayu that
the food served them smacks of royalty dishes,
not to spesk of the adat and customs that have
been preserved by the more conservﬂtive among

Malsya in 1961 as a state guest with my coll-
eagues in the Ceylon Malay Youth League. Our
saudaras treated us right royally, and were
amazed that we could still speak intelligible
Malay, retained our physical characteristics

-

and Melayw-zdat. Or it may be that the
lats revered lcader was influsnced by the
wrltings of researchers,

I shouldrappreciats-it i€ -youncould
p“b’&sh this letter in your valued journzl,
TERANG, which would no doubt illuminate the
unenllnhtened reader,

R R AL G ARSI R R AR B%

By Sdr T.A. Miskin - 25 April 1594

_in the most humiliating way as '"The Lost

was made at a discussion during the visit

. revelation made by Mr Bagaf Sariffofdeen.

It is so encouraging to find that the
Editor of the "UERANG" is showing such an.
enthusiastic attitude towards the promotion
of the heritage, culture and -language of
the Sri Lanka Malay community. I wonder,
what contribution the seo called Malay Asso-
ciations in the island have dene in support-
ing such a cause.

The article of Dr Hussainmiya in the
Sri Lanka Malay Association "Rupee Fund
SouvenirY portrays a bias attitude, with
his misleading and misrepresented comments !
on the historical heritage of Us, the Malayd.
Tt is due to the unwarranted support and
lethargic attitude adopted by such Assccia-
tions, that we, Malays, ace now classified

Tribe". This guotation I meke bold to statd,

of Datuk Dr Mshathir-bin-Mohamed to 3ri
Lanka, by Tan Sri Ghazgali Shaffi, the
Foreign iMinister.

I must nevertheless compliment both
M/s Parhoon Samahon and Bagaf Shariffoldeen
for their forthright challenge to the re—
search done by Dr Hussainmiva. We should
have more Malays with such dedicated inspi-
ration, who continue to enlighten us with
contradictions to the calibre of Dr Hussain-
miva., May I also refer to the letter of
introduction addressed by me to the Prime
Minister : Hon. Datuk Dr Mahathir-bin-Mohamed
given to the then Mr Hussainmiva, before hig
visit to Malaysia. This follows the surprise

Perhaps, there are many more incidents in
the research conducted in the '"Pandoras Box!'f
of Dr Hussainmiyva. It must also be appre—
ciated that the High Commissioner, His
Excellency: Mohamed-bin-Bopie, endeavoured
to rekindle the spirit of the Malays by con-
duéting Malay classes, and crganising cultue
ral shows. During my seven years in Malay~
sia, my observations had been, that the word
‘Keling'® was, and is still being referred
only te the local (Migrant) Indian Muslims
there.

©
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that "SLUMO" has arbitrarily submiited a Memo

 The Malays of South Africa share the sakre

Christian era.

- i A

§&§. I am in complete agresment with Mr T.A,
Usccf of Kandy about Malays’® support, regzet

to H.E. the President: Hon. D.B. Wijetunge,’
to confer certain privileges; which nc doubt ..
is arbitrary, and undemccratic.

Enclosed is an earlier articie by
Mr Hussainmiya sbout the Malays, which contra-
dicts his own thesis: Where Malay exiles had
their women's Jewﬂllery sold to sus+a1n their

families.
l"-i:ﬁtttﬁ:&ﬂﬂ*#*lt

(Mr T.A. Miskin states that the following
article {which he enclcsed) appeared in an
Australian Magazine written by Mc Hussainmiva)

Malays organise themselves

SRI LANKA's population of nearly thirteen
million people includes a minority of zbout
fifty thousand Malavs, so called though a sur-
vey of their origins points to the fact that
the majority have Indcnesisn, particularly
Javanese, ancestors. (The word "Malay', as
used in Sri Lanka, came to mean any Muslim
settier from the Indonesia-Malay Peninsula
ﬂea)a

Very little attention has been paid by
scholars to the minority Malays, who also livel
in such places as Cape Town in South Africa.

ancestry as the Sri Lanka Malays but have losf
their language totally, whereas the Malays in
Sri Lanka still spesk their mother tcmgue,
though in a 'creoclised' form.

The Malays in Sri Lanka are commonly call-
ed Ja Minissu and Java Manusar by Sinhalese
and Tamils respectively, meaning ‘'people from
Java'. They refer to themselves as orang
Melayu, meaning thet they are Malays while
conscicus of the fact that their ancestors
were from Java,

It is an interesting study to inquire when
and why these Malays settled in Sri Lanka.
Some scholars believe that Malays had been to
Sri Lanka as early as the beginning of the
The strategic importance of
Sri Lanka in the Indian Ocean, commanding the
entrances to the Arabian Sea and they Bay of
Bengal, had made it a focus of East-West tradg
in ancixnt and mediseval times. It is likely
that Indonesian seafaring traders, and the
Indonesian migrants who became the dominant
race in Madagascar, used Sri Lanka as a point
of call, There is, however, no direct evidend
Cce of permenent Se_tlemnn+ as a result of
these migrations.

Certain place names in Sri Lanka may

have frequently visited this port, which lay

| tory -~ that is from 1656 on,

suqgest strong Malay contacts from earlier
times., For example, an impcrtant coastal

town in the southern part of the island, which
was alsc an sncient port, bears the name

Hambantota, which derives its meaning from
Sempan, a Malay word {(which is, in fact, a
Chinese derivation) for *baat'. (In the Sin+
hala languace, the phcnes of sa and ha are
sometimes used alternatively). The Indone-
sian seafarers used Sampsns and they might

on the route from their home‘and to the west;

There are cother rlace names - for cxamTLe
Ja-Ela {Java-canal) and Je-Kotuwa (Java-fort}
in Sinhala, and Chavakacheri (Java-quarters)
in Temil -~ which indicate a lccal reference i
to Java. Heowever, the local settlements in
these localities may not go far back into
history.

The definite arrival of Malays in Sri
Lanka tock place in the thirtsenth century.
Chandrabhanu, the Malay King of Nakhen Sri
Dhammarat in the Isthmus of Xra, on the Malay
peninsula, invaded Sri Lanka in A.D. 1247
with Malay soldiers; he was determined to
possess the relics of Buddha from the Sinhalese
kingdom. In a secend invasion, he brought
soldiers from South India.

It is important to mention here an inte~
resting and controversial ‘theory put forward
by the late Professor Senarat Paranavitana
on Malay rule in Sri Lanka in the twelfth
century. He marshalled all evidence possible,
including that of stone-inscripticons which
were supposed to contain interlinear wfiting?,
to prove that the rulers of thes Kalinga dynas-
ty in the Folonnaruwa ‘kingdom during the
twelfth century came from the Malayan archi-
pelago, as against the traditionally held
view that they were of South Indian origin.
His theory causad a stir in the historiographby .
of Sri Larnka, and was subjected to heavy and'
learned criticism by several historians.
There is no need hers te discuss Paranavi-
tsna's theory or the arguments brought against
it except to state that the traditional view
of the South Indian origins of the Kalinga
dynasty is still the one most stroﬁglg favour-
ed by historians. i

The real begznnings of the present-day
'Malay' community in Sri Lanka are to be trag-
ed from the Dutch period of the island's hisy -
The Malays were
brought in by the Dutch as exiled kings and
princes, and other men of the ruling class,
together with their wives and families, and
servants, Others came as craftsmen and ser=
vants of the Dutch. A large nunber were
brought as scldiers to serve in the Dutch 1 -
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. them,

A notable arriveal amocng the exiles was

! Susunan Mangkurat Mas, the Javanese king vho

was captured and banished in 1707. Another .
batch of forty-four princes and noblemen who

surrendered to the Dutch was basnished to Sri
Larka in 1723, & list of exiles in 1792 show
that there were Javanese, Madurese, Mekasares
and Tidorese among the state oriconers held by
the putch. The continuous banishment of such]
notables to Sri Lanka made a permanent impres-
sion on the Indonesian languzge. For example

the word disailankan - meaning 'to be sent to

. Sri Lanke! - in common Indoriesian speech be=

. came synonymous with 'banishment’.

e e 4 - e s e A sl ]

Sometimes, the more dangerous prisoners
were removed from Sri Lanka te the Dutch colo+
ny of South Africa, One such instance was the
‘re-exiling® of Shaikh Yusuf, the brother of
the King of Gea, who fought for the Bantamese
in Java against the Dutch, was captured, and
sent to Sri Lanka. The intense affecticn and
reverence shown for him by the conguered peo-
ple of Bantam made the Dutch fear that the
followers would land in S:i Lanke and take him
backe As a result, he was banished to the
Cape in 1694 with-fortynnine of his follocwers
He died there in 1699, having introduced the
religion of Islam to South Africa.

The life of the princtlv exiles in Sr1
Lanka was no ‘bed of roses A paltry sum was;i
made available by the-Dutch for their personal
maintanance. When life became miserable in
captivity, a prince named Surapati escaped into
the territaries of the local Kandyan ruler in
. 1748, 1In some cases, the wives of Indonesian
! princes sold their jewellery and personal be~
longings to sustain their families.

When the British captured maritime Sri
Lanka from the Dutch in 1796, it was decided
to pay a monthly allowarice to the captive
pr*nces and Temenggongs and cther men of rank
. while they remained prisoners of war, in accor-
U dance with Article 21 of the terms of capitu—;
lation of Colombo.

: Even after the Treaty of Amlens in 1802,
. by wblch the Dutch possessions in gri Larka
. were permanéntly transferred to the British, -
the Dutch authoritiszs never bothered to removd
. the Irdonesian exiles, who continued to receive
. allowances as prisoncrs of war fron the Britidh
! Frederick North, the first Governor of BritigH
. Ceylon (1798 to 1805), tock no action teo evict
: In fact the'Malay Committee' appointed
: by him inquired also into the grievances of

. the Indonesian princes and neblemen,

Thomas Maitland, his succxssor (1805-1811)
: was not well disposed towards the Indonesians,
. and was keen to evict them, When the Dutch

2

he
e

soldiers breught by the Dutch happened to be

was caused partly by their anxiety regarding

ignored his requests to take the exiles away,

thweatened the Batevian authiorities that
would Fforcibliy land the exiles in the Indog
nesian islands. Only then did the Dutch
authorities in Batavia respond. Two ships
laft the shores of Ceylon in 1837 carrvmr
the Indonesians, What happened to them af
wards has yet to be investigated.

(e
N

ter

Somza of the exiles preferred to stay in
Sri Lanka. £Again it is difficult to say who
they were, from the present state of research
into this subject. Malays were the descen-
dants of Javanese prin:

TS5

Soldiers formed the bulk of the Malay
population in 3ri Lanka both in Dutch and
early British times. The majority of the

Javanese, or Sumanepers from Madura. As many
as ten companies of these soldiers were form~

ed into a separate regiment in the Dutch army
in Sri Lanka. They were. ‘wsually known as
Costerlingen, mzaning thﬂt they were from the
Ezst, 1

According to contemporary accounts of
British attacks on the Dutch in Sri Lanka in
1795, it was Malay soldiers who offered stiff
resistance. Most of the British caspalties:

f3le)
at Colombo were caused by the M@laygzﬁﬂcord-
ing to Captain Robert Percival, a Brltlsh
flcer, crept out with their Krises at night
end killed or wounded. nearly cvcry man in ther
trenches, spked the guns, and effected Lhelr
retreat into the fork, ;

The Malay belligerency towards: the British

their future in the hands of the new aggres-
sors. In fact, their position improved affer
the Dukch surrender din 1796. The British
found the HMalays to be iloayal and brave sol-
diers. Accordingly, they formed them into a
separate Malay Regiment., The King's colours
were awarded in 1801 to the Ceylon Malay Regi-
ment, the first 2sian regiment to recelve
that henour,

Originally, the Malay soldiers who were
in the Dutch zrmy at the time of the surrender
were drafted into the new regiment. Even the
Malay commissioned officers changed their
allegiance to the new regime. But problems
‘arcse when more and more recruits were needed
to keep up the strength of the Malay Regiment
especially after the large number of Malay
‘casualtiss in the Polyger wards in South
India, and the British-Kandyan war of 1803.

The local Malay population alone was not
sufficient to maintain the ‘soldiers at full
strength, even though every effort was made



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

18

e e G e

. the pay of the Malay soldiers,

i Tt

to recruit them. A Malay who could bring fif-
ty or more Malays from the local populaticn or
from abroad was appointed immedietely as a
commnissioned officer to the Malay Regiment.
Despite this, however, the British were forced
to leok elsewhere for recruits. The Dutch hed
had no such problem, as they raised men for
their army in their extensive Dastern posses—
sions. The process of recruiting peninsular
Malays was begqun by Sovernor Frederick North,
who sent cut several missions to enlist
Malays from Penang and Malacca for the Ceylon
Malay Regiment. The task was facilitated by
Britain's control of these areas.

Missions sent to sultanates 11k° Trengganu
and Kelantan did nct meet with success, but
the Sultan of Kedah had some men sent to be
enlisted in the regiment., During North's
governorship, a British officer went as far as
east as Tidore and Ternate to find Malays. But
frequently the efforts were a2 waste of money.

Durihg the governership of Robert Brown—
rigg (1812-1817), four hundred and thirteen
men from Surabaya arrived to join the Ceylon
Malay Regiment in 1Q13 Brownrigg manceuvered
to bring them to Sri L
tenporary British occupation of Java from 1811
to 1816. The Dutch did not forget this affair
when they regained Java in 1816, and every
time the British tried afterwards to.enlist _
men from Dutch territories in the East through
diplomatic channels the British request was
ignored.

There were, nowever, occasional arrivals
of batches of Malays, sometimes accompanied
by their women and children from the Malay
peninsula, up to the 1850s. The British had
changed their tactics, by sending Malay comm
ssioned officers instead of British officers
to encourage Malays to come and settle in
Sri Lanke. Notwithstanding this, the numbers
coming forward to jein the regiment in Sri
Lanka were not satisfactory. '

The whole issue worsened when the pay of
Malay soldisrs was reduced in 1829, by order
of the home government. This not only adverse:
ly affected the program cof attracting Maleys
from cverseas to join the regiment but was
also detrimental to the locally~born Malays
in Sri Lanka. British governors continuously
pleaded with the home government to restore

cizls argued that the pay of eight pence &
day to Malay scldiers was higher than the
earnings of Sinhsles2 labourers ~ about six
pence a dav. '

The commanding officers of the Csylion
Rifle Regiment (the name had been changed

enka by making use of “had;sbandmen

L preduced by Sri Lanxan ‘alays themselves. All
 of these showed that written literary Malay
was of a fairly high standard among them.

Dl o i Cunus Szldin in Colombe, is the earliest
L UIY S

: : . p
about 1827) urged the governors to write home
=uplaining that the monthly pay was thz Malay
scldiers' only income -~ wnilcn was not the case
with Sinhalese lebourers. The pay was restork
=i in 1836, but this did not produce the de-
sired result of attracting Mzlays iIn large
nurmbers.

A further reason for the refusal by loca-d
1ly born Malays to join the regiment was the
demand for Malav lcbour to worik in the newly
opened coffee plantations, which offered
higher pay and more freedom. In additien,
many went to join the civil police.

When a decree of 1848 released from armed!
service men who had served a specified mini-
mam period, several Malays who had come from.
ithe peninsula opted to go back home, making
use of the free passage granted to them and
their families. +hese Malays returned to
Penang and Singapore, the ports from which
they had embarked for Sri Larka. :

With the passage of time, it became more
and more difficult to keep up the number of
Malays in the Ceylon Rifle Regiment. This
was an indiresct reason for the regiment's
T dn dsi7ge b this time its serviecs
had become superfluous and uneconcmical for
the British administratcers in Ceyvlcn. Some
of the Malays discharged were abscrbed into
police and fire brigade services. Others
found employment in the estates. Evidently,
nc more Malays settled in Ceylon aftur this
period.

With the dawn of the present century, the
'‘Malayness' of Sril Lankan Malays began to disd
appear. In the nineteenth century, they had
enjoved a vigorcus cultursl life, I have un-
earthed many Malay manuscripts belonging to
this pericd in Sri Lanks, during a recent field
trip sponscred by the Centre of South-Zast |
hsian Studies and the Department of Indonesien
and Malay of Monash University, Melbourne. :
The mamuscripts included well-known romances,
classical Malay literature and standard reli-
gicus literature together with literary works

hlamat Lanﬂkapuri' a fortnightly Malay
language newspaper published in 1869 by Bzba

Malay newspaper known to have been published
in the Jawi script. (It was praviously
thought thet Jawi Peranakan, a fortnightliy
newspaper published from 1876 in 3ingapore
was the first Malrzy newspaper published in
Jawl) .
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‘Jawi or romanised form, is practised., Malay

The present sltuahlon of sri Lankan Ma?qjs
is that no form of written Malay, either in

Tamil language. Indicatiéns ark that the
Malay language in its present spoken form

AT ) T I g

is spoken widely in their homes, hut in a hea- | among the Malays of Sri Laria so long as

may te nreserved, in the forcseesbls future

vl]y creolised fovm, influsenced ma1n¢y by the lL"“j wish to keep up their separate identity
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' Saudara/Saudari,

We wish to apprise our readers that in pursuance of the request cf the Kurunegala
Malay Association (WKURMA) that a Malay group undertake the publicatiocn of TERANG as it
is not in a position to handle it due to force of circumgtances; the pditorial Roard
of TERANG cemprising -

M. F o Ha Thaliph - of Wattala
B.D.K., Saldin ~ of Ratmalana
T.A. Burah « of pilivandala
M.A, Souriah ~ of Battaramilla
T.J.P. Ahamat  ~ of Hambantota
T.8. Jamalon . - of Kurunegala

TeR<Bs Sally @ - df Badulla

consented to undertake the contlnuancﬁ of the publlcat*on under lto orlginal legend
until an apprOprJate version was dGecided upon in keeping with its international reader—
ship. The new legend is as appearing in the caption above which will be adopted hence-
forth, However, it must be mentioned here, that it is indeed a significant achievement
and cne worthy of recognition for the Kurumegala Malay Association to have undertaken
this difficult task of pioneering the publication of a Malay Newsletter in 1987, which
was a crying need at a time when the Melay image was at its lowest ebb.

The Second Dunya Melavu Symposium 1985 held in Colombo was apparently a source of
inspiration that exherted among others, Saudara T.S. Jamalon, a prominent member of the
Kurunegala Malay Association, to pioneer the publication of TERANG for which all its
readers will be most csratafu;.u TERANG has since grown in stature and has readers in
.Malays a, Australia, Canada, America, Middle East and other countries.

With due deference to the wishes of the Kurunegala Malay Association, the incum-
bent TERANG EDITORIAL BOARD, Insha Allah, does pledge to undertake the continusnce of
the good work of sharing and disseminating knowledge and information pertaining to
Malay history, language, culture etc, as was dene hitherto by KURMA.

, Nevertheless, our readers would appreciate our dauntless task in the continuation
‘of the publicaticn of TERANG is largely dependent on the meagre funds generated through
the support of our readers and well-wishers. We would thecefore kindly request our
readers to update their subscriptions to enable us to ensure uninterrupted publication
in this B8th year of its existence, The annual subscription is only Rs.50/-. Please

send in your subscriptions by Money Order in fevour of sdr MJF,H. Thaliph, EBEditor-Terang,

9 National Housing Scheme, Enderamulla, Wattala, payable at the Wattala Post Office.
We alse wish to inform our readers that at a recent meeting of the members of the
Editorial Beard it was decided to revise the meiling list of Terang in accordance with
the responses received to this appeal. :

~ EDITORIAL BOARD -~

o

==

— e —— e
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Women's Affairs
MARRIAGE PROPG SALS i

G.R. Ossman . ¥xojish Caschon
Mp/2: Malay father from Colombo 2 GsSoe Réhi@ | shilley Tt 1
and working in tha Middle N.E. Miskin ° Hancon gfraj
East seeks a suitable Malay partner F. Jumar S Saenay

with scber habits for his socciable

and educated daughter, aged 26, of Sports & Youth Affairs

very fair complexion, medium heig 1t Tnthi Ossman . Igbal Thrahim
andeulld - only daugh?er ;1§ a Supard Amit Niswi Bin Ali
family of three =~ provided with Hashim Booso Dakkhan Ranzeen
cash and jewellery and heneficiary

S Imran Packeer Haiireen Johara
of residing house and household : : ' j

effects, Those  interested ave
kindly requested to cotrrespond with

Jaraza und

i e T T £ At

WX ZHEH PR DU TR EX ZX ZRZXZX ZK DX ZX ZHKZK b
BRZAEAZKEAZKERKEXER LXK ZXZ_‘E'—.’ ZXK

the Editor-Terang in the = first TeJdahe Catchen | Se.le Cusman
ingtance. S T.F. Amit M,A, Ossman
aKthxznmxaxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzx§ Z.l. Doray ' G.I's Ossman
M.H. Dain L5 K. Doray :
~ SBI LANKA UNITED MALAY ORGANISATION — §=======% ST = o
OFFICE BEARERS - NAWALAFITIYA MALAY ASSQE;RTION
for the vear 1994/95 GrRicE neE

for the year 1994/95

Secretary General : L&, A.K. Doray

- { : . Patrons '
Treasurer General - Sdr M. H. Dain m—;in:'._'} Tl Nooramlth M T.X. Samath
Asst Secy General : . Sdr T.FP. Amath - Grige T.5.B. Sally Me ToM, Sesnar

. 4 Mr H.A. Tuan Naseem
Asst Trsr General : Sdr T.E. Dain

Director/Int. Aff.; Sdr T.A. Burah - Ve T.7.Y. Samdin "Mr T Saam Hamid

Director/fund | - Mr M,S. Jaleel Ms NoT. Ousmand
Ralsing & Finance: Sdr T.J.A. Catchon

i ok Presidént + My T.2. Salim,
Director/Pol. Affdz Sdr T.M. Abbas G

j i ; ¢ : '
_jlrector/gel AFE, Sdr $.D. Ousman Vice Presidents: Mr T.H.B. Cader’

- Mr T, Scoma Hamid
Director/sSoc, Serv.: 8dri N.G. Dain Mg S.F, Muthalif

< G . Mr T, Ousmand
Director me fe d «Fo Ib im
or/Womens Af Sdri G.F. Ibrah Al e bR

Director/Vocatlorr¢

TrolovmE: Sde T.K. Amit Hony Gen. Secre+ary it

T A Mo rié
mraln1ng 2 Employmt: 1« Haniffa Moovie

=

Assistant Secretary- Ms 5. Naseem

Director/pPublicaticn: Sdr B.Z. Sariffcdeen

Hony Treasucer : Mr M. Kamoordeen

Director/Cult. Aff.: Sdr M.A. Ossman
Director/Soorts & i - Religious Secretqgg: Alhaj T.C. Camal

Youth Affa3£s~ Sdr Alaam Cusman Sports Secretary s Me T;M° Jayah
Director/Data Coll. ! ".Social Secretary ¢ Ms G.B. Moovie
& Enalysis - Sdri N.H. Bochoran

: ' ' General Committee
Director/Infermation:- Sdr T.A. Ahamed ; =

Legal Adviser :  Sdr T.M. Abbas Sabreena Hannan ToMo  Hannan
: Fereeda Rafesk ~ N.¥. Navas

SUB COMMTTTEES

M.H. Samahin s Kam*ss

Council of Elders Gneil Begum .

T.X. Rzahim ToM.J, Kitchilan
N.S« Abog . M.T.P, Weerabangsa . Hony Auditor
T.M, Sesnar T.E. Dain

TR, Miskin 7.5, Lantra | sdr T.S. Muthalif

i T
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MABOLE MALAY ASSCCIATION file a suit against Mahathir at the Kuala ;
CFEXCE BEARERS Iumptr High Cocurt on Wednesday, Sect members
the Year 1994/25 garlier this month £ilad a defamatlon suit
: against officiais of the Isliamic {=nire, an
President : Mr M. Farcol Racip office in the Prime Minister’s Dopartment

Irmme,Past President M M.D.(Tony) Saldin

V.Presidents: Alhaj T.M.Jaleel
Mr T.X.Muhajirine
Dr M.S, Jaldeen
Ms Trfeona Jaleel

fajor Bagaf Sariffodeen
Me Sabir Sariffodeen
Alhaj T. Falaldeen

M Shivaez

Heny Secretary

Hony Treasurer
Asst Treasurer

Director/Relig,Aff. :

T
in

2 %% 43 aw

Mr ToMeSe Saldin -

Cujtural Aff. : Mr E.A. Jurangpathy .
‘Director/Sports &
Youth Affairs : Mr Riaz T. Ousmand
Director,’women.'s ATE: Ms GeI. Saldin
Committee
Religious Affairs : Ms S.A. Saldin &
: e ToGH, Senath
Social & Cultural : Mr T.K. Mahamood & .
i Mr B, Junior Burah
Sports & Yeuhh 3 Mr T.A., Jayah &
_ Mr T.N. Mahamood
Women's Affairs ¢t Ms G.R. Racip &
Ms Fareeda Hadjle
Editor/Surat Xabaran: Ms Eileen Dane

Director/social &

Honcrary Audiggg M. Hakeem Usoof

" Argam leaders is sex although they appear to

'QUTLANED ISLﬁMaC SECT USES
WOMEN FOR SEX' — MALAYSIAN P.M.

(Vased on The Island - 24/8/94)

LUMPUR, Aug.23 — An outlawed Islamic
which kelieves Judgment Day is coming
so0n, said on Tuesday it would sue Malaysia's
prime minister for describing its marriage
customs as "legalissd prostitution™.

KIATA
Sect,

Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamed on Mondayl
accused leaders coif the cutlawed Al Argam sect
of using women for sex., "The focus of these

be concentrating on Islamic teachings. I hav
heard that they remain married just for a
while ... some for only 24 hours”, Mahathir
told reporters. "We feel that this i lega-
lised prostitution.

Alirdam's spokesman in Kuala Lumpur Rodhi

Mohammed Daud said members of +he et woadid

B

1]
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for accusing Al Argam of training Ysuide
warriors™ in Bangkok. Thailand bas denied
the charge, :

: Malaysia banned Al Ardam on August 5, it
said the mystical Sufi group, which claims
100,000 followers and runs 48 communes aCcrossg
the country, deviated from Tslam. The ban
forbids the sect to conduct business under
the AlArdgsam name and logo, to run its 257
schools or to seek converts. Rodhi said the
commune and schoel near the group®s Head-
quarters was running as usual., "In fact,
pecple are sending children to our school
gince ail the publicity came out", be said.
"o dontt take much heed of the fatwa (ban)",
Rodhi said. "We will wsit fer the Police to
come to our place and we will cooperate with
them and give them halal {lawful)} drinks".

A claim by exiled Al Ardam leader Ashaars
Mohamed to have had conversations with the
prophet Mohamed has besn cited by r=iigious
authorities as one reason for the banh, Ashard
is expected to return to Malaysia in a week
or two, Redhi said. Ashaari, 57, told Teu~
ters in Bangkok last weekend he had never
claimed to be the prophet or a messish. He
saild he planned to return to Malaysia soon
to sus Mahathir over earlier accusations.
Aocording to Al Argam's literature a Messiah
will soon appear in Uzbslkisten, heralded by
a great Islamic revival movemcﬁt emerging
from Southeast Asia.

mors

Indenesia, Singapore and Brunei have
barred Ashaari from visiting their countries,
{Reuter) .
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SEFKS EMPLOYVMENT

G4

R

A falr voung and beautiful Malay girl
of 26 years possessing a Degree in Fine
Arts, just passed out from the University
with financizl assistance provided by the
SLMA Rupee Pund, lcoks out for suitable
employment. Shs iz particularly talented®
in music; vocal, instrumental and dancing-?
She 1s an exponént in training boys and
girls in singing, dencing and playing
musical instruments.

Bh Gy R A Eo M

Even a tarmperary assignment would be
greatly appreciated. In this regard
please contact Sdr 7.S. Jamalon of NIHON
Printers, No,155/45, Dambulla Road,
FPolattapitiya, Kurunegala.
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