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Bast Asia and Uapan., Theories abound
“the origins of the Polynesian peoplsd,
‘cne popularised by Norwegian Thor Heyerdahl,.

‘nesian people.

April-June 1594 Volume 8

POLYNESIANS MAY. HAVE CRIGINATED
FROM JAPAN

(Based on Saudi Gagette - April 15, 1994)

MANGATA ISLAMD {Cock Islands)

On this tiny, iscolated South pacific is-
land, a Japanese academic is sifting an an-
cient burial site to find clues he hopes will
prove Polvnesia was settled by people from
about
including

who sailed his Kon—Piki raft from Ecuador to
prove it was possible that Polynesians came
from the Americas.

Current conventional wisdom is that the
many islands of polynesia were settled upto
5000 years ago by people from Southeast Asia
- Thailand, Indochina and Malaysia. The main!
evidence for that is supplied by plants origiqg
nating -in” Southeast Asia which are used in
Polynesian culture - Tarc, Banana and Yams,
The exception is the sweet potato (kumara)
which eeme from South America — a point in
Heyerdahlts favour., But anthropologist Kazu~
michi Katayama, assoclate professor of Kyoto |
University in Japan, is cne of a growing num-
ver of academics who believe Polynesians ori-
ginated considerably further north,

M"Increasing evidence - linguistic, archaeo—
logical, biological, anthropolegical - points
to the Polynesian ancestors coming from For-
mosa (Taiwan), the Philippines, coastal souw
thern Chiina and probably southern Japan', he
‘told Reuters. He has found an archacological
site of 20 human skeletal remains on this
southernmost island of the 15-island Cooks
group which may £it together furthsr pleces
of the jigsaw about the origins of the Poly-
The Cooks, some 3000 km north-
cast of New Zealand, ars believed to be cne of
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‘and has encountered little opposition from
Pr

Circulation - Restricted

£ colonisétion, probably

the last areas
about 1600 te 2000 years age, and were pro—

bably the launching pad from which New Zea-
1 was settled by Maoris less than 1000
years ago; Katayama said.

Academics generally agree Polynesia was
settied 3000 to 5000 years agc by people
called the Lapita, who were remarkable for
their distinctive pottery but whose origins
remain obscure, Katayama said linguists heve
identified the Polynesian lenguages as part
of the -Austronesian group, which originated
in Taiwan and spread into the scuthern paci-
fic, He is less concerned. about how or why
Polynesia was colonised, although Polynesisn
amythelogy suggesting the islands were dis- |
covered by highly skilled navigaters in huge
double~hulled cances is generally accepted
by academics. Katayama said hés own oste
logical rescarch - study of skeletons and
vody form - shows the Lapita people wmust have
been very similar to some aboriginal Japaness.

The site on Mangaia is one of the best
archaeclogical areas in Polynesia because it
is only 500-1200 years old and the 20 bodies
found so far are in good condition, he said.
"The indications from the shape of the faces

f the skeletal rewnains are that they are
very similar in shape to skeletcns of the
Jomon people lived 200C to 12000 vears age
and are the ancestors of the Ainu people,
aboriginals from northern Japan., '"The Jomon
pecple are very strong candidates to be the
ancestors of the Lapita people’ he said.

Stitable sites in the region ara often
hard to find because of the strong polynesian
respect for the dead and resistance to dis-
turbing hurial grounds. Katayama, however,
has worked in Mangaia for more than five vears

the 4000 island inhabitants.
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5 The island is a geographical cddity because! sources of origin, belong to different trlbeé

i hills in the island centre are surrounded by | speaking different dialects and professing rz.
i an outer rim of raised ccral reef known as they different faiths, banded themselves toget?er'
Makatea, But Katayama said the strange geo~ | in Sri Lanka from time to time, by force of

logy had. little to do with the preservation of { circumstances, they naturaﬂly mingled and
the burial site, set among ecoconut palms. He | integrated themselves as people of one race -

believes up to 1000 skeletcns are burried iike birds of the same feather - to.lead a
there., Apart from the strong similarities in familial and societal existence in Kampongs,
body shape, the Jomon people had a pottery=- securing themselves in their ethnic identity
meking culture similar to the Lapita. Their | as Malays. By this process of integration
main crops were a variety of root plants, a | and assimilation and aided with the passage

atrong element of Lapita culture. of time, their different dialects developed
' into one sirgle thybrid' dialect 'Hhat we are
speaking today. Besides, Islam, the religion
of the majority of our ancestors, largely
influenced the society that paved the way for
our ancestors of ether faiths to erbrace
Islam voluntari®y, This would sufficiently -
indicate the g :ietal mammer in vhich our
ancestors derived and devaiopea this hybrid

§ Other academics remain sceptical of the dialect and happened to nroFmss one religion |
theory that Polynesia was colonised from east ~ ISLAM.

Aisia. "Few people reject the thaovy” said
Nency Pollock, an anthropologist at Welling-
tonts Vietoris University. "But the physical
; =vidence is so spotty because there are so few

} samples, '"It's not that we reject it, it's

¢ Lust that we reduire further confirmation.

{ it's a large leap to link the Cooks to Japan"
{ =he said. :
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‘MSome ev1dence indicates that tatt001ng and
tapa (paper-mulberry bark) manufatcture were |
duite common among them', Katayama said. There
“as however been no evidence of pottery at the
site, and while Katayama believes the Cooks
were colonised by the Lapita from the West,

Tonga and Samoa, he camnot say so for certain.

B ]

ity

i, o S

Whatever be our dialect, we should be
proud that we have a language of our cwn
which is one of the vital components contrie i
butive to projecting the ethnicity and cul-
tural identity of ocur community as Mgl ays .
Our dialect is based on Malay which in turn
is based on Sanskrit as in the case of all
other Malay dialects used and spoken in South-

S e v

g:n==:ﬂ===— L S R Fuezn=cu{ cagk Acia.. Pacific and Madagescar. Qur lan-
' 0 s po i | guage has gurvived the test of time - over

: JANGAN LAH MATI KANG BAHASA MELAYU; i 3200 years - due mainly to the conscious

: © BAASA KALAU MATI BANGSA BOLEH HILANG efforts of our ancestors to protect and pre-

i : ' o serve it in order to sustain our culture and

% Bahasa Melayu is a rich language and was identity. Our language has been passed down

i

once the lingua franca of Southeast Asia. The{ +o us from generation to generation and it ig
usual complaint is that the Malay dialect spo- therefore our bounden duty to emulate our

¢ ken in Sri Lanka is somewhat difficult to be . ancestors in protecting and preserving it as
i understood by the Malays in our ancestral homeq a precious heritage of our community for

: lands - Malavsia, Indonesia and Singapore. A posterity and not allow it te die as in the

¢ research study will reveal quite a plausible case of our counterpart, the Cape Town Malays,
E sason for this situation which could be ex— who have lost their identity.

1a1ned as foliows !
Unlike in the olden days when our people |

i It has to be initially borne in mind that | 1ived together in Kampongs, today not only -
¢ cur ancestors brought here by the Portuguese, due to force of circumstances but alsc due
: tutch and the British as princely and royal to population growth, city expansion and the

i wxiles, soldiers, slaves and prisoners, hailed| emergence of suburban satellite towns, they
ot from one particular area or country or is-i 1live scattered in all parts of the island;
~and of the Eastern Archipelagoes. They came in remcte areas isclated from their kith and
: ~“rom over- 30 odd islands speaking different dia=- kin associating more often with merbers of

: l=cts peculiar to each of these islands., Even | cther communities - their immediate ncighbours.
today the Malay dialects spoken in Indonesia or Further, our proficiency in speech of ail

“alaysla noticeadbly differ and even so from four languages has made us converse with nond

: “zland fo island and state to state. The nu- i Malays in their own tongue. So much so that

{ ‘merous Malay tribes in Malaysia, Indonesia, - we have now become so adept in conversing in
>allippines etc. speak ineir own dialects. other languages that even at home the prac-

ience it seems historically safe to infer that,] tice continues with the wife and children -

: ‘”“:311 owr ancestors hailing from ﬂif;greqt | conversing either in Sinhala, Tamil or English

+ 5 _ . e it -]
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!* for sheer convenience - which accounts for ond

_scientific and techhological terms as others

the children in Malay in their formative years

the language to some extent.
“to avoid the harmful habif of substxtutlng

" Thumbukattal when the Malay word is Kullut or

© Kayu =

of the main contributory factors to the deterw
ioration of our BaHasa. Absence of schools to
teach Malay and’ the tidapathetic attitude of
the parents’ 'in not speaking Malay at home have
quickened the pace of erocsion of sur Bahasa.

ours is a rich language as stated at the
outset, meaning that we have a comprehensive
vocabulary te meet every thing and every deed
and have only the need to borrow in regard to

have done. As a matter of fact no language
is pure -~ every Language has borrowed or ab-
sorbed a few words from other languages. Evern
English language has borrowed words from Malay
such as: Rambuttan, Duriyan, Sarong, Sago,
orang Utang, Bamboo, Rattan, raddy etc.

The present situation of our language
could be called critically appsalling and head-
ing for doem. We are all to' be blamed for
it. Let us see how best we could retrieve the
position. If, for instance, our women whc arel
rore ‘in the houce than the men, could talk to

1 to 5), before their admission to a primary
school, the knowledge of the language acquired]
by them at grassroct level will beconme indeli~
ble in thelr young minds. We will then be
making a start somewhere for the revival of

Sinhala,
while speaking in Malay.

Tamil or English for Malay words
Why call the broom

why use the word Konghong when the Malay word

i Sldlkit '? The obvious reason for substituti

ihg other language—words is either for conve—
nience or ignorance of the real Malay word,
hgreed, that our womenfolk could play a vital
role as saviours in the revival of our Bahasa,
it would seem that the ‘fire' for such an
impetus should start from the 'hearth, and no-
wWisre algsi]

In eorder to facilitate some meaningful
action in this regard, I am listing below
scme Malay words for things found in and
around the house, for the promotion of the use
of the appropriate Malay words.

{In reading the Malay words given in the
L1ist below please pronounce ‘¢t .as 'cht
church ) ) i

= by-Farook Thaliph

IORES IN COMMON USE 1IN THP HOME  ~ Leb us first
tart from the kitchen:

Dapur ~ hearth
Batu dapur -~ hearth stcnes.
firswood

Let Us also try
i parang -

{as in

‘Kucing =

Arang = charcoal

Bara - embers (burning charcoal)

Api - fire :

Abu - ash |

semprong - pipe (used for blowing to stoke
the fire)

Kuali - cooking pan

Periok -~ pot

Cobek =~ pan for washing rice

Buyung - water pot

Sendok -~ ladle (large wooden spoon)

Kukuran = coconut scraper

Alu ~ pestle

Lunpang - mortar

Tampah = winnower

Penapls -~ strainer

grinding stone
~ pestle for grinding

Patu giiing -~
anak batu giling
Mangkok - bc 1

Cankir/Cawan - cup

Daoris/piving cawan - saucer

Piring -~ plate

Dulang = tray

Gelas - ‘tumbler

Samsa/Camca =~ Spoon

Garpu = fork i

Gunting — pair of scissors 5
Kacip - arecanut cutter

betel frav
spittoon

Tembaga siri =
Terbaga luda -
Pisaun -~ knife :
13rge knife
Kullut/Penyapu =  broom
Sapu~gapu  ~ - eiel broom.-
Pacul/Tajak = hoe {mammoty)

Kampalt = ' axe

Gergaii - saw

Kipas ~ fan

Papis/Eabut - rug

Bantal ~ pillow

Sarong bantal -~ pilllow case
Tikar =~ mat '
Zemut ~  ant

Ravap -~ termites (white ants)
Lalar - fly

Myamidk = mosquito

Cicek - lizard

Lipas =~ cockroach

Lipan = centipede

Kala -~ scorpion
.absh-labah =~ spiders
Bangsat = bug

Tikus - rat

YMunjur « - grey rat

cat

These are found in a villag? garden:

Aniing -~ dog

Kambing - goat

. Kancil - rabbit ¢
Kerbau -

Lbaffalo
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Sampi perempuan/Sampi betina - cow
Sampi kelaki/Sampi Jantan - bull
Kandang cattle shed
Galay -~ cattle enclosure
Kadupel = stile

Ayam kelaki cockbird
Ayam perempusn - hen

Jago = fighting cock
Kalkun = turkey

Bebek duck

Ayam apl = guinea fowl

fowl cage

Gagak ' -~ crow

Burung darah -~ pigeon
Burung padi sparrow
Burung kakatua -~ parrot
Monyet/Kera = monkey
Waiing/Rajing - squirrel
Rodok/katak = frog

Flar snake
Kepiting/Ketam/Belangkas -
Ceacing - wWorm
Lebah/Lalar madu
Kelawar - bat
Aupu=kupu/Rama-rama = butter fly
Funang-kunang = fire flies
Balang/belalang = grasshopper
Pacat leech

Siput/Keong =~
Kura-kura -

a—

Cfab

—

"bee

-

snail
tortoise
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3isting that the woman should follow the man.

=z = = ==

' PROMOTE MIXED MARRIAGES
(Based on Aliran Monthly 1993:13(7))

With reference to the article "Indige-
nousness" by Dr Tan Chee Beng in Aliran
Monthly 1993:13(4), I totally agree with him
that mixed marriages should be encouraged
etween indigenous and non-indigencus pecple
in our country as a way of promoting unity.

Mixed marriages between Indian and Chinesel

Malaysians (non-Muslims) have much in common: ;
with mixed marriages involving the indigenous
veople in Sabzh and Sarawak, where the off—
epring normally adopts the culture/religion

of the father. This is not unusual as the man
s considered the leader in most cultures, Tt
is a different story with mixed marriages bet-
ween non-Muslim and Malay/Muslim partners.
Conversicn to Islam is a must in this case
end the offsprings are regarded as Muslims”

automatically. This is locally known as Masuk
Melayu. Some non-Muslims view this as commu—

nally motivated while others think it is a
girategy of the UMNO Baru dominated government

Some non~-Muslim men who marry Muslim women
were forced to embrace Islam in order to marry
their loved ones. Others simply refused in-

~rant and not over emphasise religious conver-

if it can influence the Malays generally if

"} is an individual business and converting to

This has become a major obstacle to any mixed
marriages between the indigenous Malays and
the ethnic Chinese and Indians. =~

Forcing a person tec embrace a particular
religion in order to merry a person of that
faith is a great violation of human rights
and represents an unhealthy trend. This is
where non-ethnic NGOs like Aliran and even
leaders like Fan Yew Teng could play an im-
portant part by influencing UMNQVBa:u to edu-
cate the Malays to be more liberal and tole~ -

sion. In some predominantly Muslim countries
like Indonesia, Egypt, Turkey and even Bosnia
{before the civil war) religion is considered
more of an individual right. It is never an
issue for the Muslim, especially if the woman
were to embrace the husband’s faith after
marriage, How: er, in Malaysia, a small Mus—
lim majority country, it will be made into a
serious issue by some Muslim political par—
ties and groups. Even State laws restrict
such conversions, which I think is not going
to promote ethnic unity,

UMNC Baru, the deminant ruling party in
the government has shown maturity by opening
its doors to Christian Kadazans in Sabah. It
will be a big sacrifice and a step forward

not all (I mean the .extremists) that religion

another religion is not a big deal as long as
the person grows up to be a good human being,
This will go a long way in promoting ethnic
unity between the indigenous people and
others. There is no need to wait for another
25 years to achieve Vision 2020. Besides,
Malaysia's ranking in the United Nations
human rights index will definitely become
better than Israelts. J

Harikrishnan
KUANTAN

ALLCW MIXED MARRIAGES
(Based on Aliran Monthly 1993:13(11))

With reference to Mr Harikrishnan's view
on ‘bromote Mixed Marriages' in Letters, Alis
ran Monthly 1993:13(7), I would like to high=
light my experience with your readers.

- Religion is persenal. I find it redicu-
lous to compel conversion when marrying Mus—
limss This practice leads nowhere, T have
seen many mixed marriages like this (ncrmelly
marriages with Malay Muslims) ending up in:

divorce. This happens mainly because the
convert (male or female) is unable to cops

and adapt,
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®  Generally, Malays demand that these con-
verts practise Islam the way the Malays do.

To the Malays, convert means 'Masuk Melayu',
not 'Masuk Islam'. So, Masuk Melayu means not
only the conversion of religion but alsc adapt-

ing, adopting and practising the Malay culture]

Most Malays feel that the Malay culture is
Islamic culture, which they feel is the best.
Culture is culture and religion is religion, a
fact that most Malays fail to understand.

Mislim or vice-versa, Islam is a universal
igion.’ Rcl ClOD does not
'usllm mgf also pructlse Indian cultutre or
‘ﬂv culture for that inatter.

.= Mrs, Ferida Choudhary
PENANG

Being a Malay does not mean being a first class

change one's race,

TR -
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LEADING A CRUSADE
’PAINCm THE WEST

MALAYSTA'S MAHATH

(Based oh 'Islend' of 6 May 1994)

. Steven Splelberg'’s Schindler's list may
nave won seven Oscars in Hellwvwood, but that
didn*t impress Malaysian Prime Minister Maha—
thir bin Mohammad. His government banned the
f£ilm, charging it was Jewish propaganda,

. This action sparked anuproar, hut contro-

§ versy is nothing new to the Malaysian leader.

: Whether he's railing against envxronmentallﬂts,
g retaliating against British companies for nega-
: tive press, or gnubbing President Bill Clinton:
. by refusing to atteng last fall's Seattle

¢ summit of Asian leaders, Mahathir relishes

P G B e I L Sl e B T Y L i AL

tweaking the West.

‘But he's more than a gadfly, Mahathir is
frying to position himself as a kind of 19%Cs
version of earlier Third world leaders such as
Agypt's Gamal Abdel Nasser or Indonesia's
sukarno. Mahathir's message that Asia is now
strong enough to thumb its nese at the West in
vinning a following. His influence is apparent
2 the new tone toward the West that smaller
nslan countries have adopted, Singapore, for
‘nstance, has so far refused to back down in
izg determination to flog an Aﬁﬂrlcan youth for
zandalizing cars,

ARM-TWISTTN On a much morée serious issue

“ahathir r:cently rallied opposition to a move
Yy U.S. and European negotiators to link pree—
ferential access to their markets to workers®
. ~ights.

Western attacks on cheap labour, the

“main comparative advantage of many developing

isuntedss
\ wahathir charges.
tzaders of 15 developlno coumtries. Pndorsed
, Hahathir's view, :

is simply
Washington backed off whnen

“disguised protectionism’i

e

 resenting 16 US Chamber of Commerce chapters

tional Front coalition is in solid'ccntrolo_

anmual fiestas.

Mshathir knews how to twist American cor—{
porate arms as well. After meeting with him
in Kuala Lumpur on April S, a group = rep-

in Asia called on Washington to stop trying
to 1ink humar rights to tradea e

Sitting atop booming markets for every-
thing from Boeing aircfaft to Hollvwood mo-
vies, Asian leaders are rejecting Western
liberal values, They're quick to compare low
unemployment and crime rates produced by their
systems with the West's urban war zones. "The
vast majority of Americans whe visit Singapore
leave wishing desperately thev could bring
bsck: zome of the law and order they find
hera, says a loczl newspaper, defending the

decision to flog 18-year-old Michael Fay.

Mahathir excals in trying to put Halaysia'
booming market o political use. WWhen Ause
tralian Premicr Paul J. Keating blasted him
for boycotting the Asian summit, Mahathir told
Australian cempanies they would get no more
government contracts until Keating apologized.
A lukewarm "clarification" came within days.

So far, Mahathir's lecturing hasn't hurt
him at home. with economic greowth averaging
8.5% for the past six years, Mahathiris Naw

His backing for palestindién statehood: and -
other Islamic causes helps him with Malaysia's
Muslim majority. But some pbservers wonder
whether Mahathir's increasingly abrasive be-
haviour might foul the climate that has led
such companies as Intel and Motorola to make
Malaysia a global base for manufacturing and
design. "If vou were a businessman from Tova
and all you read about Malaysia are bad things
would you come here?" asks a U.S. executive
in Xuala Lumpur.. :

Mahathir's outspoken anti-Wasternism alszo’
makes some of his neighbours, including Indo-
nesia's President Suharto, uneasy. Such
countries as Indonesia and Thailand want a
Western presence in the regicn to balance
Japan and China, and that wiil limit Mahathir'd

luence.

EQUINE GLADIATORS ~ HORSE-IPIGHTS DRAW
FILIPINO GAMBLERS :

- by Rigobetto Tigalao in Surallah,
(Based on Far Eastérn Economic Review
of June 9, 1994)

Porget traditional cockfights. Forget
In the countryside surrounds-
irig this southern Philippine town, horze=
fighting is the name of the game,’
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But horseplay this isn't. The contest
- pits sex-starved stallion against sex-starved
staliion in a battle, well, for sex. The
Ffight begins when the horses — fed for months
on a secret diet to heighten their 1ibidos =
are brought into - a large outdoor ring, in the
‘centre of which stands a mare. 2s the stal-
lions approach the mare, they act like wild,
even crazed broncos. Their sexual excitenent
becomes obvious. i

If one stallion gets too close t6 the |
mare, his rival protests. The result: a
vicious fight, cheered on by hundreds of
villagers who pay P5 (18 US‘cents) each to
watche As the fight progresses; thé scream-
ing horses - their msnes f£lowing behind them
=~ stand cn their hind legs like giant gladia-
"ors. Displaying amezing skill, they use not
only their hind and front
thelr teeth as well. :

Although some batties can last as long as
wne hour fight organissrs maintain the cone
tests never continue to the death. & typical
zncounter ends Wheh ons horse, unable to take
the kicking and the biting, flées the ring in
vanic.,

But the battle - on which some spectators
bet up to. P100,000 = doesn't end there.
After chasing the vanQuished from the ring,
the victor turns his attention to his prize.
de marches 'proudly to the centre of the ring,
where anocther fight erupts as the mare, re-
sisting, wildly, kicks the stallion with her
‘hind legs until, after several attempts, she
is mounted,

Cruel though it may be, nobody in the re-
gicn seems to protest against horse~fighting,
nor do many spectators see anything wrong
with it. That is hardly surprising in South
“otabato. Say sonme observers in Sofithern
Jindanao ~ the site of blocdy confrentations
petween Muslims and Christian vigilantes in
~he 1970s - horses fighting each other is
setter than people fighting esch other.

{NOT ONLY COCK~FIGHTING, HORSE-FIGHTING IS
ALSO A MALAY GAME)

M.Dy KITCHTLAN
5

{Baged on Dally News of 2 May 1594)

M.D. Kitchilan, well known as D in Slave
tsland, another prominent Malay citizen, haw-
:ag held varlous posts and high office in
‘tate institutions, apart from being a UNP
“MC for many years, breathed his last on
“arch 24,

legs for combat, bud

o e b

- smoking pipe at one corner of his mouth, in
green attire and cap, would walk down our

" Wekande electorate.

rity from CMC were all helped by MD. He
. dssved letters of commendaticn to atl job
seckers who appoached him, to satisfy their

" fir-thouse.

T T T T e s s e e e s s e S e e e —

of a microscopic mincrity resigned on 17/5/94

{ i

I-still'remembarrhow, during my school .
days, fair-skinned and handsome MD, with his:

street - his supporters clapping and shout-
ing in praise of him - canvassing votes dur~
ing municipal elections in Slave Island,

He would speak to voters in their own lan—
guage, as he spoke all four languages fluent-
ly. His residence was at Stewart Street,
very closer to mine: a simple house, with
simple family members leading a simple life.
Sut he left Slave Island later, after some
chenges occurrad in his life, Hundreds of
poor people in Slave Island who receive cha-

would-be emplo; s, and other letters that
would suit their purposs, with no discrimina-
tion against anybody at any time, :

Being a gantleman pelitician he earned a
gecd name not only in his party but among the
opposition too and ameng the people of Slave j
Island. As he was an honest politicien, with
the motto of serving the people, he led a
normal life, without craving for money or
amassing wealth by hock or by creek.  Honesty
made him rise to high pesitions. Bukt he was
continuously harassed by a very powerful polis
tician over a personal matter.

He was the President of the Board of Trus-
tess of the Wektande Jumma Mogaue until his
death, in which board all were Malays. The
late President Premadasa, whe never forgot to
help his old collesbues and staunch supporters
when he learnt of their distress or when app-
roached by them did help MD too in numercus
ways, both when he was hale and was in ail.

i

His demise, despite the secluded life he
led, owing t ill-health, is & great loss to
our Malay community. May he attain jennathul

sy Nazly Cassim
Saudera/saudari,

Malay Representation

© It is perhaps the most tragic event wite
nessed in the histcry of the Malays in thelr
long and peaceful political co-existence with
the Sinhala majority community in Sri Lanka -
that Mr M.M. Amit, the scle representative
in Farliament to safeguerd the Malay intorests
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For thn sake of the Party and Countrv to acco=
emmodate Mr Gamini Dissanayake - a Slnna¢a
ﬂajorlty community stalwart.

. It is equally dlstresslng to rote tnat he
‘has been lured by the ‘great patrictism of re-

signation' vis-a~vis his dutiful rights towardc

h*s cwn community,

A glimpse at the recent political history

of the Malays reveals that the late Mr B.
Zahiere Lye was the Malay representative in
parliament during the periocd 1961-65,
.late Al Haj Maas Dharma Kitchilan, "Desha-
bandu" served the Senate from 1964 till its
‘dissolution in 1970. Since then, Saudara/
saudari, the Malays were in the political
wilderness for over two decadss unrepresented
i Parliament and suffering politically. For—
Tunately, the Premadasa Government was consi—
Jderate enouch to.appoint Mr Amit as a National
in doing so the leng-standing in-
justice against the Malays was rectified,

',.E.L,L. Mo B

The only means by which the problems of the
Ylalays could be solved is by effective repre-
~entation in parllament. Now, that very means
as been ignobly surrendered on 17/5/94 by
‘e Amit's resignation and perhaps relégating
~he communit back to the political wilderness
~t emerged from.

. out of the 15 National List MPs, only four
were called upon to resign. Out of the four,
Two including Mr Amit are ethnic minority
group MPs. By this it is abundantly clear
that in this game of ethno-politics as explaine
=d by Mr Izeth Hussain, former Ampassador to
che Philippines (Island of 27/5/94), "eusnsee
is that our ethnic and sub-ethnic groups func-
cions intersst groups pushing and puliing for
helr kind c.co..o' Ultimately, the willye
nilly victim is the cloutless ethnic minority
TEOUp.

However, Mr Amit's legitimate and daunt-
less stand should appear to have been for him
“@ continue to assert his constitutionally
crovided minority rights position and taken

nelter thereunder without giving into the
3:hn0*p01+blCal pressures. 1In view of the
‘oregeing his resignation seems indefensibile
and untenable by the community he representedo

- Mansour Aarifs

2ol Sourjah

Tha L!ph
Farcok b |
M g - T, e,

% O !.!"ﬁ .
Hm:lm:aimv‘m, Watial,
ﬁn SRl 1 LANEA,

‘distinction, excelling in this field of sports,

‘at National and International level, are

while thd

j - o-LaJ- -BAD

- the entry eof the NEETHIKARAYA or' one who does

B.M. MANTARA (CARRIM)

. Soccer or football as is popularly known
has drawn many a Malay yoatn to play with

Players of the calibre of Hashim Deen,’
Tom Ossen and Zainul Abdeen to name a few
from the outstanding lot who made their debut

houschold némes and idolised. But little is
known of the men who handled the game 'blow-
in the whistle', kept it alive and kicking,
meaning to play it clean with thumr sound and
tactical judgement.

Cne who could thus be ranked as a Prince
amengst these judges would be none other than
the mercurial B.M. Mantara who rendered a
yeoman service for well righ fifteen ycars
before he calle it a day in 1966,
does against the bacikdrop of

Clarke
at

Living as he
two faﬁed'instituti ns az the Arthur C
Centrs and the University of Moratuwa,
Katubeddsa, t iz adiudicator of the ball
spends his day in quiet repose. An octogensa—
rian, can often be seen working cul the per—
rutaticns and corbinations of a wordscore
muzgle Cuite In contrast of the moves he had
to make on the foctkall field.

Fame

& produck of St. Merw's chilaw he distin-t
guishcd himself as an 'A° Grade Refares hav-

g joined the Ceylon Referecs Association
in 1946 and thus earning the registration of
the prestigious pancl of Soccer referces of
1 ABs

i

A crowdpuller as always he was the darlink

of the fans who would wait with unabated
breadth for the signal to kick off, to see

justice, to get into action. The consensus
of the multitude. 'The game gets underway and
the crowd is thus enthralled more by his an-
tics in interpreting the law, adds a lot of
spice and mirth but with no quarter asked or
given.

Much sought off be it from prestigiocus
¢lubs, the Forces, Police and last but not
least the leading schools in the island who
have thelr fixtures well worked cut for him,
proof enough of his fame and dexterity in
handling the game.

He recocunts with pride the two finals at
a Tournament CDQ&HCECG by the Pelicy for the
YCol T.¥. Wright™ and the "Ferguson Cup! in
which he had to 'blow’ in the same evening
from ¢4 to 5 p.m. end therecafter from 5,15 to
6.15 respectively. He has done so for a

number of yeers.
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‘Tarang from Oman - Sdr Parhcon Samahon -

_-ar Samshon's comments are given in our cir-

The crowning moment of his involvement
with the ball game was when he had to effdm .
ciate as the referee in the Fourth Quadran~
gular for the coveted "Colombo Cup" held in
Dacca in 1955. The countries that wers in for
reckoning viz India, Pakistan, Burma and Sri
Lanka. ' Reckoning came his way not only from
the commoner but alsc from the highest in the.
land as he recalls of an International played
at the Racecourse grounds under &b patronage
of His Excelliency Sir Oliver Geonetilleke,
Sovernor General who had commended him for
“he manner in which he controlled the game,

The late President Ranasinghe Premadasa
player and an enthusiast had at an aborted
up Final is said to have inquired for that
Malay gentleman Mantara who kept up to his
sputation as a wise judge is a compl iment
wirich he cherishes to this day,

1B O

"1

The flamboyant figure that adorned the
areen baize of a football field has thus
~arved a niche for himself in the world of
soccer and to cap it all was when his name hadl
oeen nominated to officiate at a World Cup
liatch in 1966 at Wembley, London.

The Malay fraternity joins me in wishing
him long life.
~ T Aniff Ahamed

Dear.SaudaraXSaudari,

Following is an article on the Malays of
Srl Lanka authored by Dr B.A. Husecainmiya
witich appeared in the SLMA Rupee fund 40th
Anniversary Souvenir. One of the readers of

aving made certain comments on that articie
requested us that this article be published
1t Terang in order to obtain the views of the
feaders and that of the Editorial Doagd .,

Cular letter of 30th March that we sent out
to some of our readers secking their views
#nd comments on this article.

Only five readers responded to our circu—
Lar letter. For want of space we are unable
o reproduce the full texts of their responses
hut we reproduce only the summarised versions
representing different points of view.

| = Editorial Board
el B B R R R R
THE MALAYS OF SRT LANKA
- by Alhaj Dr B.A. Hussainmiya, Ph;Dn

Of the cultural minority communities who |

 fied as a distinct statistical category in

nave made Sri Lanka their home, the case of

; : i
the ‘lalays is very remarkable and deserves 4
serieus. study. Unlike bther marginal popu~
laticn groups, the Malays are still identi~

official government documents. The other
minorities are usually lumped teogether as
‘others' and rarely identified by their ethe
nic nomenclature. Where 'others! have be—
Come a less distinct numerical group due to
assimilation and intermarriage with the rest
of the population, the Malays have managed
to retain their separate ethnic religious
identity despite many odds over a period of
more than three hundred years, since their
ancesters first set foot on the island,

Currently, Malay is a term commonlv used
in South~East Asia to denote the people liv—
ing in the Malaysian Peninsula and those in
the adjoining areas in the archipelago who
claim a common Malay ancestry. Malaysian
law also require- a Malay to be a Muslim by
religion. However, judging by their ances-
try, the so—called Sri Lanka Malays have a
greater claim to being called !'Indonesians?
or 'Javanese' than Melay or Malaysian. None-
theless, the immigrants from the East have
been recognised by their fellow citizens as
Malays throughout the past., In Sri Lanka
this term was commonly applied to those Mus—
lim settlers who originated from the Bastern !
Archipelago as well as the Malay Peninsula.

The local pecple know them as Ja Minussu
(people from Java in Sinhala) and Java Manue
sar (in Tamil) names indicative of their one
time origin from the island of Java. The
{(Muslim) Moors, their co-religionists, most
of whom are relatively more familiar with
the Malays, refer to them also as Malai
Karar (Malay people). The Malavs are of
course conscicus of  both ancestries when
they refer to themselves as Orang Jawa (Peopl

of Java) and Crang Melayu (The Malay pecple)

=)

Despite the recognition thus accorded to
the Malays as a group, there exists no sim-
ple racial criterion by which an outsider
way identify a Malay by any conspicuous phy-
sical characteristics. The 3ri Lanka Malays
are by religion followers of Islam, and be-
cause of this fact, they have closely inter-
mingled with the dominant Islamic group,
mainly the Moors through intermarriage and
cultural exchange. This has resulted in the
loss of typical 'Malay® features among the
cffspring of such marriages meking it diffi-
cult to recognise a Malay from a Tamil speak-
ing Moor {or for that matter any other Sri
Lankap} a fact which had besn noticed as
early as the beginning of the 19th century

by Percivel, a PBritish Military CFLlCLr, wno
remarked that 3 |

i Ll
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1y of the Indian Muslims.

"Although they (Malays) intermarry with
the Moors and other castes «(sic) particularly
in Ceylon and by this means acquire a much
darker colour than is natural to a Malay:
still their characteristic features are so
strikingly predominant” - pPercival 1805, 115).

However, at present even such characteris-

 tic features of a Malay have become a thing
of the past (although rhysical anthropologlsts

may not always agree to the ype-castlng of
physiological features of a given race). One
might as well quote Tunku Abdul Rahman Putré,
a former Malaysian Prime Minister who made the
following observations on the contemporary

i sri “anka Malays.

"This iz also the case with Ceylon. The
only difference ie that their features have
changed. They look more like Indians (the

i Kelings) than Malays and their language is

strongly influenced by the Indian dialect.
what's more they have lost touch with adat and
‘ustom, but still they call themselves Maldvqg

But these (Malay) soldiers who went there
without their womenfolk married into the fami=-
These Muslimg were
known as the Moors and after generations of
intermarriages, it is hard to pick one from .
the other, Malays or the Moors, except when.

they themselves anncunce their racLal identity

asom (Raman 1983 1D5)p -

The Cont&mporary Local Malay Culture

In the culture of the Malay community too

+there exist no visible signs which can be

characterised as distinctively 'Malay'. Malay
customs and traditions (as practised in the
Malay FPeninsula) are almost entirely absent in
the practical life of the local Malay veople.
Instead one finds that the dominant customs
and traditiens of the local Mocr-Muslims have
pervaded their cultural practices. In their
form of dress and food they follow the pattern
set by their countrymen,especially the Moors.,
For example, Malay women invariably wear the
Sari instead of the traditional Malay Baju
Kurung and the men wear European style coat,
while the ordinary Malay has adopted the
sarong and shirt, Similarly, the fcod habits
of the Malays are more akin tc those of any
other Sri Lanken family, which invariable
means rice and curry for the main meal. How-
=ver, it is also true that the Malays are
conscious of their traditional food prepara-
tions such as nasi goreng (fried rice), satay
and Malay kuih (cakes and puddings), but they
are prepared only con very rare occasions, and
that toe only among the well-to-dc and fash-
icnable Malay families. Likewlse, in their

| evidence of fcllowlng Malay customs such as

families, who ard particularly conscious of

wedding ceremonies there is occasional

Bersanding (the sitting together of the
groom and the bride) etc, by some conscien-
tious Malay families, but these are again
rare exceptions to the rule. Some Malay

their Malay-Indonesian heritage, take pride
in having retained versions of Malay/Indone—
sian surnames. such as Weerabangsa, Nalawangsaj
Singa Laxana, Bongso, Tumarto, Bangsa Jaya,
Cuttilan, Cuncheer, ctc. but a good number

of Malays alsc bear the usual Muslim names
(common to the Moors) which make it difficult
to distinguish them from the personal names
adoptad by their fellow Muslim-Moors.

Thus the mcv1ng away from traditional
'Malay' cultural patterns has been so marked
that relying on any obvious cultural indica-
tor to identify the. local Malays may become
misleading and irrelevant. therefore within
the Sri Lanka context, one has to refrain
from any attempt to define a Malay on the
basis of any racial, legal or social criteriad
In this context, the need to settle the ques-
tion of Malay identity should rest largely
on the basis of what we may call a 'self-
socizl' identification. It means that a

Malay in Sri Lanka is one who considers him-
salf or herself a Malav and Functions as a
member of and identifies with the Malay
socie;y. e Sies e MR . e

The Langunge cf the Ma’ﬁz_

The self-social' identification as “alaya!
and of alighment with a Maloy social system
is reinforced by the continued use in the
Sri Lanka Malay households of 2 kind of collc
quial 'Mealay' language. The Malay spcken in
Sri Lanka is an offshcot of a 'Bazaar Malay®
dialect introduced to the island along with
the early ] ﬂalcy settlers (Hussainmiya 1986,20).
The local Malays take great pride in the fﬁct
that they speak their cwn language which they
call ‘'Malay' (Bahasa Melayu), zlthough it is
widely divergent from the standard language
currently spoken in either Malavsia or Indo~
nesia. This variety of Sri Lankan Malay
language is widely spoken in Malay homes.

T

To a very grest extent, it is on the ' i
basis of this Malay creole, not to mention
the Malays' emotional link with the countries
of their crigin in the East, that the Malay
people of Sri Lanka contlﬁug to treat them-
selves as members of %an exclusive commmity
and inheritors of a common Malzy heritage.

In this respect they have much more claim to
continuous affinity with their counterparts
in the Malay world, unlike the Malays in
Souath Africa. /

(Excerpts from the bock ORANG REGIMEN)
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Dear Saudara/Saudari;'

.pvrtlnhnt
vou couid

30 March 1994

THE MALAYS OF SRI LANKA
Al-haj Dr B.A. Hussainmiya, Ph.D.

by
One of our r;aders e
This
His comments on the
"The contents. surprised mes; According

to the author it would appedr that we
have no right to claim a separate iden-

tity any more on the grounds of physical.

characteristics, languzge or customs.
It would be interesting to know the
basis of his findings which seem to
contradict practical realities. As the
bock was published by the University
of Kebangsaan Malaysia, it is no sur—
prise that the official reaction to
our efforts at migwation have always
begn very cool and discouraging.

I hope you will publish this article
in the Terang and see the comments and

= v1ewa of your resders including that
AL the Edituriai Committeel,

Me Samahon's comments appear to be most
and it will be much appreciated if

Terang to have them published and

'1crehy anprise our readers the true perspec—

tive of our identity.

A copy of the aforesaid article as pub-

‘lished in the Rupee Fund Scuvenir is attached
for your

scrutiny.

Terimah kasih,
Yours sincerely,
M. Farock Thalich
Editor~Terang.

e

N B e 4
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SUMMARISED VERSIONS of replies received
in response to our above circular letter are
surnished below :

Ge 5dr R.D.K. Saldin's observations are ‘as

follows:

a) e Samahon's contention: "According to
the authpr it would appear that we have
no right to claim a separate identitv cn
the grounds of physical characteristics,

language or customs" ~ is not correct,
He adduces the reason that nowhere in
his article or in his bock has the

Tirang from the Sul-
| tanate of Oman = Mr Parhoon Samshon = refers

te the above article that appeared in the SLMA
Rupee Fund 40th Anniversary Souvenir.,
articie is an extract from Dr Husszinmiya's
book - "Orang Reg:.men"
article are reprcduced below :

2leo subscribe yowrs in the matter,

_author Dr Hussainmiya stated this nor has

b)

reply indicates that the basis of his’

)

d)i

“be &Yc €0 préserve their language, adat

5.

‘cannot be wrong, if his cwn analysis is

not dncorrect,

!
.M1L 3@£5ﬁ.Fﬁ”&szcf‘$evmw
_chqt the HMalays of Sri Lapika ace proud to

4

he implied this. i

Regarding: "It would be interesting to
know the basis of his findings which seem
to contradict practical realities", his

findings are clearly spelled out in his
article. As for "contradicting practical
realities” he adds that his analysis of
the present situstion in Sri Larka will
reinforce what Dr Hussainmiya has said.

Regarding: "The Malaysian autherities!
cfficial reactiomnsto our efforts at migra-}
tion have always been very coCl seceeo'y
his reply is that the reason is entirely
pclitical and Dr Hussainmiya‘’s writings

having any influence on the issue is far
from the truth,

Accerding to Sdr Saldin, the author's
contention: "It means that a Malay in
Sri Lanka is one who ceonsiders himself or
harself a Malay and functions as a member
of and identifies with the Malay scciety”

and customs and fond for such a long perlcg
He cites his axperience, when he visited |
Malaysia in 1551 with the Malzy Youth 1
League, as that the ! rsian saudaras
were amazed that we could still speak
intelligible Malay and retained cur physi-
cal characteristics :

s
ialay

RS

Sdr T.J.P. hhamat's vicw is that on account
of the social intermixing, intermarrying
and other factors - at times loss of
racial features is inevitable. That our
Malay has becn more of a spoken language -
we can be justifiebly proud over the years
we have still been able to retain cur

Malay language though in a heavily creo-
lised form, our adat and our mongoloid

features among cur Sri lenka familiss....

Sdr Alhaj T.A. Miskin (Ffrem Australia)
sums up his cbservaticns that "The arti-
cle of Dr Hussainmiyva in the Sri Lanka
Malay Asscciation ‘Rupee Fund Souvenic!
portrays a bias attitude, with his mis—
leading misrepresented comments on
the historical heritage of fus the Malays

400D o

and
ric

Al-haj L,H, Sourjah makes the following

COomnE i'} :

i e e e £ PR S B R e R
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b)

<)o

d)

“the eCOnomlca L1y impoverished lower and
lower middle clases of Sri lankan Malay |

f
1
Regarding religious needs of the Malays:
It is of interest to mention that Masjidul]
Jamiah of Java Lane, Colombo 2, was ear~
lier calied "The Malay Military Mosque"
and its Khatib was the "Chaplain" of the
Malay Rifle Regiment, On Fridsys and on
festival days, the Khatib was conducted

to the mosque in a processicn led by the
Regimental Band. OGuru Jalal Rajudin was
cne of the High priests who held this
office, - Sermons were delivered in Malay,
the last of the Maley Khatibs to deliver
sermons in Malay being the late Guru

B.B. Bahar, \

The shrines of Malay saints lie sc:at-
tered over the island and are indelible
evidence of the ‘‘zlay identity in 8ri
Lanka,
of this century, thare werc¢ among the
Malays, persons of high spiritual order
to administer to the religious and spiri-

tual needs of the community. -

Regarding 'intermingling’ and 'intermarry-)
ing' with the Tamil speaking Moor—jtuslims:
The Maleys maintained such an alocfness
socially from the Moor-Muslims that the
last two generations of well-known Malay
families were not at all fiuent in Tamil.
The author's views may hold goocd where

society are ccncerned.

ergrdlng the inf;rence relating to Hloss
of typical Malay foatures ceesesses’s
Here too, the author's view may hold good
where the lower and lower middle classas
of Sri Lankan Malay sceiety are concerned.,

But, those above these strata of society
have maintained such an allofness sccially
from these Tamil speaking Moor-Muslims up

tz this day that thelr mongoloid flat
noses and cheek~bones bear ample proof to
their identity.

Regarding Bersanding, wedding ceremonies
etc. : The customary Moor-Muslim practice
of communal-eating 'in ‘sahans' did not
find favour with the Malays who were used
to eating in 'Kalams' at medans (feasts),
where food was served and eaten in sepa-
rate plates. The practice of Malays eatw
ing in ‘'sahans' is of recent adoption for
econcmic reasons, the Malay practice being
more expensive as it involved the use of
Crockery, cutlery, tumblers snd cther
plate/glassware,

L7

S e

1111 as ‘recently as the first half]

COMNENTS QF THE EDITORIAL BOARD
oF T TERANG

A).The_aﬂthor of Orang\Regimen iﬁ hig intro-
ductery paragraph states in hroad cutling

the factual position of the Malavs which
‘includes the comments: "..... the case
of the Malays is very remarkable and
deserves sericus stuf‘y" -

B}
centre around the basis contention that
the Malays have been largely influenced
by the dominant Islamic group, namely,
the Tamil~speaking Moor-Muslims in all
aspects of life - religious, social and
cultural - s¢ much so that the former

have even lost their typical 'Malay' fea-

tures and at times it is difficult to
recognise them from Moor-Muslims.

He further develops his unrealistic con-
tenticn with a subtle inference that
Teoswe the moving away from traditional
'Malay' cultural patterns has been so
marked that reliance on any obviocus cul-
tural indicatcr to identify the local
Malays may become misleading and irrele—
vant!',

<)

D) He appears to reach the zenith of his

‘Unzealistic thecretigal inferences when

he states that: "Debpite the recognition
thus accorded to the Malays as a group,
there exists no simple racial criterion

by which an cutsider may identify a Malay

by any conspicuous physical characteris—
tics”,

Regarding the au thjrfs cententions refer
o comments

i3]

-

ed to at paras B, C and
arc as follows :

aDt)_VE,

1. Regarding religious needs of the Yalays;
Malays have their special mosques, Malay

Khatibs, Malay Registrars of “us]fm Marr~-

iages, Kadis, J.Fs etc. o meet du
independently the communityis rellglous
needs.a

ing"
Such occurrences could be described as
few and far between, as the genealogies
of a few leading Malay families would
show. Another very significant reason
for tkhe very low incidence of such marr-
iages, despite religicus affinities,is
that from the eariy days the Malays use
to regard the Tamil-spedking Moor-Muslims

Thereaftsr his '"serivus s*udy" upuears to

Regarding ‘intermingling’ and!intermarry—
with the Tamilwspeaking Mcox—Musiims

1

of Indian origin as K'lings - meaning wily

Indian traders. &s such the
maintained a goeod barge-pole

Malays alway
distance

fmmp

4

e
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4. Regarding ‘Malay'"traditional food: Tradi-
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“ from them - far from 'intermingling! and intor+

marrying with them. 7,....ambivalence between
thewe two communities at subjective level of
community consciousness did persist and sur-
faced now and thehce...." (see "Lost Cousins/
Mal ay=-Moor Dichotomy" by the same author

3. Regarding the inference relating to "Logs
of typical 'Malay' features.....", it ~
follows from the reasons adduced at (2) .
sbove that this inference could be treated
as immaterial and irrelevant as the situa=
‘tion is far from reaching that alarming
degree which the author is trying to make
believe. 1Is there a simple criterion by
which one can recognise a Tamil, a -Sinha-
lease or a Moor-Muslim ?

tional food preparations whether in Malay
or other communities are admittedly turned
to on festive occasions, which practice is
not peculiar to Malays alone. The distinct
differences in the tvpes of fuod prepara-
ticns cf the Malays vis~a-vis cther commue
nities including the Mocr-Muslims are the
'‘visible signs which can be characterised
as distinctively *Malay'M,

5« Regarding Bersanding, wedding ceremonies
etc.: These are normzal Nalay customs which
. are followed at weddinus and are distinetly
different to those of other communities
including the Moor-Muslims., These are cha-
racteristic of exclusively 'Malav' customs.

6. Regarding references to: - "The language
f the Malays", "....is of a kind of collo-

quial Malay language"; "aeceesis an off-
shoot of 2 Bamaar Malay dialect! etc., =
The fact remains that language cr dialect
in whatever form is inter alia vital deter~
‘minant factor in distinguishing an ethnic
race. In this regard what is of paramount
importance in the case of the Malays is
that despite over 300 years of their exis~
tence in Sri Lanka and despite the many
edds faced they managed te retain their
Malay/dialect, which is distinctively
different from those of the other communi-~
ties including the Mocr-Muslims. “he
Malays have thus proved bevond donbt their
distinct Malay ethnicity.

7. Regarding the form of dress of the Malays

being influshced by the Moor-Muslim

. patterns: Being citizens of a multi-
ethnic multi-religious non-Malay country,
the pattern of dress followed by the Malays
is that of the main-stream populatirm with-
in Islamic limits. The traditional ensem-
bles of Malay attire - like the Songko

attire proclaim the Malay ethnicity and

- Wearing of Eurcpean clothes by the males

Ambassador to the Philippines) is expressed

_distinct Malay identitv and dn doing.so
: confldgr*ly upheolds Fbg viaw that :

baju kurung, kebaya, Malay costumes and
batik outflts" (for females) are worn at
weddings, eeremonies etc. These farms of

are distinctively different to those of the
cther comminities including the Moor-Muslims,

and *saris' by the females are the: day-to,-;
day pattern. of dress of other communities
S '

8. However, quite an independent view cn
the Malays as a distinct ethnic group by
Izeth Hussain (a Mcor-Muslim and a former

in his article captioned "Malay representa-
tion" that appeared in the 'Island of 27th
May 1994, This appears as a more unbiased
view of the Malays as a distinct ethnic
group - {an excerpt reproduced below refers)

L1

"The Malays are certainly a distinct
ethnic group, Facially distinct as
can be seen at a glance, whec speak
their own Malay langqusage and are
proud of their customs and way of
life. They are not Moors. The latter
cannot therefore adequately represent
them'.

9. In conclusion Saudara/Saudari, Terang
Places bafore you the true plcture of our

a) Our Malay {Mongolold) characteristic
rhysical features are predeminantly
prominent and recognisable at & glance
by an cutsider;

b} Cur language/dislect and cultural
petterns still exdist in appreciably
recognisable halay fcrm, even after
300 years;

c) And, thus, Malsys have already been
accorded cofficial recogniticn as a
distinct Malasy ethnic group and enjoy
the rights, prestige and dignity that
go with such recognition,

d) our HMalays could be rest assured that
the misieading centention of Moor=
Muslim deminance over the religious
and cultural life of the Malays is non-
existent as a rule and any such 'myth’
can be dismissed as misleading and
most unfounded.

e) As for Mr Parhoon Samshon's contention
. that the Malaysian immigraticn authori-
ties have beon influenced by Dr ilussain-
miya's writings, it is far from the
truth. The reascon why the Malaysian
authoritiss cannct encourage Sri Lankan

(Malay headreqr frr males and thm s lendang,
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Malay migration is entirely paliEnaaly
Indonesian and philippine
tion, the Chinese lobby, the activities of
the Tamil tigers in Malaysia and Singepore
zre some of these.

10, Last but not least, let us. say "BANYAK

TERIMA KASTH" to Sdr Parhoon Samahon for
bringing up this important matter on time,

The comments adduced aboveé would convincing
1y prove tc all cur readers the factual posi-

tion of cur Malay identity. We, however,

. cannot afford to  be complacent over it and do
‘ cormmend them strive to mainteirn and possibly
improve on the present position, at all times.

- Editofial Board -

L o S e S (b i e i ke e ke e et
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when they first arrived in the island,

SRT LANKAN ETHNIC MOSAIC
-~ Qrigins in brief

In this pre-election pericd much is
being discussed and written about
cthnic and naticnal identities, ethnic
groups and national parties that a-
brief leok at the ethnic mesaic of the
country, sesms pertinent.

According to historical texts the Sinhala:
" Aryans embraced Puddhlem during the reign of

“ing Devenamplys Tissa, (250=-210 B.C.) a ccn—
cemporery cf the great Mauryan Emperor Ascka.
tince then the country has been larsgely iden—
tified with this religlicon which is professed

~y more than 70 percent cf the Island‘'s popu-

- lation.

A second important ethnic group of Sri
Larka are the Tamils, the majority of whom
cvre Hindus by religion and descendants of
Jravidian settlers who came from the South
“ndian region. There is a controversy 'as to

Ly the indigencus population of Sri Lenkz, as
against recent Indian immigrants or 'Planta-

cion Tamils® as they are pepularly called® who

were brought by the British in the 19th cen-

cury, are as ancient as the country's majority

“inhala population.

The third largest ethnic group of Sri
Lanka are the Muslims. The Portuguese who
Zirst encountered them in 1506 called them
‘Moors' but the local people knew them as !
‘HMerakkalayas' possibly identifying them as a
religiecus and business community. They claim
descendancy from Arab and West—isien settlers
taat thelr numbers were augmented by the local
zonverts and immigrant Tamil Muslims from
South India, who adopted Tamil as their home
snd religicus language. Nearly 7.5 percent

iilicit immigra=:

Prohabe

e

-Berahs and the Malayss

These are of indigenvus and foreign descent;

.nal populaticon groups, are still identified

-and rarely ldentified by their ethnic nomen-

- {Mzlay people).

Java) and 'Orang Melayu!'

of the Muslim pepulation in the islend in-
clude also sub-ethnic groups of Memons,

‘Besides the majcr ethnic groups, the Sri
Lankan ethnic mesaic includes a number of
other smaller comtunities which form less
than 01 percent of the total population,

including those of European, Indian, South-
east Asian, Chinese and African origin. Of
these cultural minority communities who have
made Sri Lanka their home, the case of the
Malays is very remarkable.

The Malay comminity, unlike cther margi-

as a distinct statistical category in cffi-
cial government decuments. The other mino-
rities azre usually lumped together as 'otherd

clature. Where 'others' have become a less
distinct numerical group-due o assimilation
and intermarriage-with the rest of the popu~
laticn, the Malays have managed to retain

their separate ethnic religicus identity i
despite many odds over s pericd of more thent
300 years, since their ancestors first set {
foot on the island, '

The local pecople kncw them
(pefipls from Java in Sinhala) ond fJava
Menusar! {(people from Java in Tamil)., The
Muslim-Moor, refer toc them as ‘Malal Karac!
The Malsys sre'of course
censcicus of both ancestries when they refer
to themselves as 'Crang Java' (P=ople of

F

(Malay peoplel.

as 'Ja Minussu!

Their physical characteristics, language,
socizl customs, food, clothing, merriage
customs are different from those of the Moord
Muslims. In fact they have their own Mos-
ques, Priests, Qadis and even have their
cwn Malay Saints en-shrined not only in
Colcmbo but alse in many other parts of the
country as testimony to their enhanced spirid
tuality as = religicus community. By reascn
of having ratained the characteristics cof
their race and language for over 300 years
they have sbsolutely proved their distinct
Malay ethnic identity. They have thus been
accorded of ficial recognition as a distinct
Malay ethniec group and enjoy the rights,
prestige and dignity that goes with such
recognition. : :

However, it is necessary to menticon here
that, though there ig a paucity of research
material con the Malays of Sri Lanka, the
two recent books written on the Malays of
Sri Lanka, viz. 'Lost Cousins' - (1927) and
‘Orang Relimen' -« (1990), %oth by Dr B.A.

-
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Hussainmiya Ph.D., appear to have fallen far.

short
tives

of projecting the true ethnic perspec-
of the Sri Lankan Malays.

= M,A, Sourjah -
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.PART-II-GAZETTEIOF THE DEMOCRATIC
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA -

'21988605—2?

Hlscellaneous Notlces

SRI LANKA UNITED-MALAY OR GANISATIOM

INCORFORATED BY ACT NO.17 OF 1986

Revised Rules of the Sri “anka United

1a

Malay Organisation (SLUMO). ., -

(Adopted at the Biennial Gmneral
Meetlnu held on 10th April 1988)

Name: The Organlsation shall be called the

the 5ri Lanka United Malay Organisation
with its short title herein referred to

SLUMO,

Cffice: The SLUMO Becretariat shall be in

Celombo and such other place as may be
decided by the Committee of Management,

Adims: To prcmote solidarity and unity among
A1l sri

“ankan Yaliays and Malay crganisas—

tions in the Democratic Socialist prnbllc

as
20
2
T Of
4. ©bj
aj

b)

c)

a)

a)

f)

g)

Srl _ana.

ects:

To safeguard the fundamental rights and
interest of the Sri Lanka Malay cemmuni-
Lty and to promote its welfare,

To propagate and encourage the use of
the Malay language and customs with

- special attention to the use of the

Malay headgear,

%0 initiate studies and make recommenda~
tions for the practice of Islam, espe-
cially amongst isolated groups of the
Sri Lanka Malay community in: remote
areas of Sri Yanka,

To participate and make useful contribu-
ticns in the political, sccial, cultural
and eccnomic fields of the country,

To promete friendly relations and:estab-

ish culturai and social contacts with
Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei and any
other cointries to be determined by the
Committee of Management.

To foster,maintain and contribute =
friendly relations with all the communi-
ties in the Demmcratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka.,

To render any assistance redquested by any

member as defined in Rules 5(a) to 5(¢)

15" -

§
i

.

h) To raise and maintain funds for chari-

Ln
]

c)

9. M

ta

145 . advancement of educatié}n°

.mmn.z—u-—n-—-

by direct 3ﬂplicathn on peescribed

d)

Founder

“seck forms'and such Corporate members

thin the scope of SLUMO.

akle purposes such as -

i relief of poverty:;
ii. medical relief; and.

embership S

The SLUMO is open to all: S‘l Lankan
Malays and expatriate Malays + temporae
rily resident in Sri “anka, y

Any Sri Lankan Malay may obtain
Qrdinary or Life Membership in SLUMO

forms. .

iny Sri Tankan Malay Organisation may

shall be represented Corporate Menbear—
ship by application-on prescribed form
at the meeting of SIUMO by its Presi-

dent  and one other,

The Committee of Management mnay at
its discreticn reject any applicaticns
nade under Rule 5(b) and S(c).

members:  All those who were mam-

L*a,rs of
—\J—'| nj

{:r‘

%vbscrlﬁrlﬁnv

\
3

anugement" : :

a) The affairs of SLUMO shall be managed

b)

i

‘SLUMO at the time of the General
held on 22.4.84 shall  be decmed
be founder mémbers as per schedule.

Bvery 5S¢l Lankan Malay admitted for
menizership shall pay an annual subse
cripticn of Rs.25/~:

Any Sri Lankan Malay who wishes to be
a Life Member shall pav a fee cof
R$.25C/=, This shall nct apply to
Corpcrate membership

Corporate members shall pay an annual
supscription of Rs.100/-.

The Committee of Management may et
its sole discretion waive the subscrip
tion of any member when it deems fit,

by a Committee of Management.

The Committee of Management shall be
elected by the membership at a BRienniall
lMeet irig e
The Committee of Management shall:
comprise -

i) A Board consisting of 12 Directors

ii) An Hony. Secretary Genepal

13i} An Hony. Treasurer General
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ivi An Asst. Secretary General

v} An Asst. Treasurer General

vi) A legal adviser

vii} Two nominees each from those crganisa-

tions enjoying corporate status.

The first members of Committee of
Management listed in the schedule to
Act No,17 of 1986 shall participate
along with succeeding members on the
Committee of Management.

viii)

12, Functions and Duties of Office-bearers:

The 12 Directors shall form the
Presidium of the organisation amd shall

take turns in presiding over the meetings

in the order of their designaticns as

stand in the schedule to the Act HNo.17 of,

1586,

- T ANiff Ahamded -
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SURATUL FATTHA

Dengan nama Allah yang Pengasih dan Penyayeang

Segala puji bagi Tuhan semesta alam

_ Yang meaha Pengasih dan Penyavang

Yang memerintsh di hari qiamat

Engkaulsh veng kami sembah dan depada
Engkazulah mohonkan pertolongan

Tunjukkanlah kami jalan yang benar

Jalanya orang orang ysng telah engkau beri
niamat, bukan jalanya orang crang yang
engkau murkai, dan buken pula jalanya
crang orang yang sesat

Terimalah permintaanku ya Tuhanku

In the name of Allah, the Bensficent and
' the Merciful

all praise to Allsh, the Lord of the Universe |

The Beneficent and the Merciful
Master of the day of judgement

Thee (alone) do we worship, and from thee
(alone) do we seek support

Guide us towards the straight path
The path of those whom you have favoured
and not the path of those who have incurred

thine anger nor of those who go astray,

#16n1

+

Sayanganya kasihle, kasihanya tunjukanle,
Allahpe namanang _

Langitle bumile nya perentzh Tﬁhan nang
maiji

Banyak sayangannya kasih dan kasihanva
tunjukkan Allah :

Hari giamatpe yang Begar

Lorang saja jo kitang sembzh, dan lorang
dari jo kiteng minta buntuan
Tunjukkanlah kitang nang benar jalan
Lerang dari niamat nya dapat crangpe
jalan, bukan lorang yarg marah

Orangpe jalan dan bukan salsh jalan

ke nyas pi orang pe jalan

Terimalah seppe permintaan Ya Tuhan
128

Translated by - Sdr B.D.K. Saldin

MARRIAGE PROPOSALS

a loving and kind hearted suiltable merriage

Malay mother from Colombo 15, secks

partner for Her educated and relicicus
daughter aged 25 years working in a Bank
in Colombo,

Those interested are kindly requested
to send their replies under confidential
cover in the first instance te the Editor

for transmission to the party concerned.

T R e T e e A e e e e e e e e

as 'targetting'.

Corrections

A communicaticn has been reweived
from a reader to the effect that in the
footnote to the article YEnglish beginning
to meke a conebsck in Malaysia" appearing
at page 8 of the last issue, the word

'Torgetting' should be corrected to read
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