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FOCR RATE IN ISLAM

. Zakat is one of the five principles
of Islam. Zakat need not necessarily be
given in money. It could be in any ;
exchangeable commodity but it has to be
given annually in accordance with the
percentages and conditions laid dowms
There is a minimal limit on which Zakat
is payable., Earnings below that pres=-
cribed limit dces not attract Zakat,
There is a distinction between charity
and philanthrophy. Charity demands an
element of sacrifice. You glve away a
part of what you have, Charity is the
unselfish giving of one's self or one's
goeds, even though 1t means the sacri-
ficing a part of whagt you have, Practical
deeds of charity are of wvalue only when
they proceed from love and from other
motives. The Holy Prophet Sal-Allahu-
alaihi wa-sallam has, in his day to day
life explained in practice the numerous
verses in the Holy Quaran that deal with
Zakatfa_Imfre-is also a distinction '

betweM"Z&lat and Sadaga - Zakat is giving

away a part of your lawful possession. in
cash or kind and sadada is everything
else that you do through human kindness.

To give you two illustrations of Sadada :
If you plant something or sow seeds from
which any man, bird or beast eats, it is
sadaga. If you give away some food in
the hand without wasting it, it is Sadada.

In the very commencement of the
Quran, charity is referred to as spending
"benevolently out of what we have given
them". All acts of benevolence and doing
good to humanity is included, for, what
God has given to man is not only material
possessions but also the very faculties
and powers with which he has been endowed.
Prayer and submission to the will of God
alone are insufficient, for the Quran
states, "Woe to the praying ones who are

unmindful of their prayers, who make a
show (of prayers) and withhold acts of
charity" (107: 4-~7). In Islam, charity
is an obligation which man owes to the
other person without in any way appearing
to be superior to the beneficiary.
Another aspect of Muslim charity is that
only good things and well-ecarned wealth
should be given in charity. Things
unlawfully earned cannot be given and
are not acceptable, The principle of
robbing the rich to pay the poor does
not apply in Islam. Every bone of one's
fingers and toes must give Sadada every
day. If one gives justice between the
persons, it is Sadada, A good word is
Sadaga. The word 'Miskeen' in Arabic

(a poor man) is not the beggar who goes
round from door to door but one who does
not have enough and yet does not get up
and beg from people.

sadaqa is giving charity in the
broadly accepted sense as practised by
the affluent, irrespective of peligious
faith, and being helpful to olirers¥in
less fortunate circumstances, Zakat,
on the other hand, provides for the re=
distribution of wealth. Zakat represents
the obligatory aspect of charity. In some
countries the practice of giving Zakat
has been institutionalised; this is
debated by some as contrary to Islamic
principles. The giver is free to give
Zakat to whom he wishes - says cne
school of thought.

Irrespective of the Quantum of a
Muslim's wealth, even though he may be
a poor peasant or clerk, he or she is
required to contribute 1/40th of his
wealth to a common pool in a Muslim
country or to a common fund of the Muslim
community in others. The 1/40th comes
out of the computation of one's wealth
and not the cash surplus in one's
possession. 2Zakat is meant to rehabili=-
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tate the poor: and make" them take thelr
DlaCL in society as useful members of the
communitys An important principle of
Islam next in importance.to prayer is the
payment of Zakat being a gift from the
‘affluent to the less fortunates., It is
laid down that Zakat should be disbursed
amongst the following categories 3

1, the _poor, that is, those who have not
the means or anlllty to earn a living,
and the unemployed who are so placed
due to no fault of their own but
through a physical impediment. "The
poor” does not include professional
beggarss
the needys
those in debts
fer the ransom of captives;
the wayfarer;

Zakat office personnel:
the furtherance of Islamic faiths
the Way to Ged.

o
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o
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zakat monies are to be utilised for
the needy who ere handicapped by lack of
capital, tools, implements and so on for
their trade so that they could be gain-
fully employed and be useful citizens in
the community. In the case of those
persons in debt means persons who are
obliged to borrow for urgent domestic cor
business purposes but not the gambler,
the sguanderer or those who trade in vice
who will always be in debt. In regard to
ransom, it is well known that in those
early ages, slavery was a very well
organised trade where hundreds of thou-
sands of human beings were subject to in-
human cruelty. Islam set about to
ameliorate the situation by ridding the
world of this horrible cancer on the
human society. In the modern world, Zakat
could be utilised for those who are
exploited owing to thelr dire need.
Regarding wayfarer, Islam has sympathy
with perscns who wish to be on their own
and are thus compelled to make long
journeys for a livelihood. It is pertinent
here to remember the words of the Holy
Prophet when he said, "If at one place
you are hard and the neighbours are not
kind; leave it and go away, and God will
give you plentiful", As regards the
reference to Zakat personnel, these are
persons responsible for the collection
and distribution of Zakat funds who have
to work fulle-time, thus funds have fto be
provided them for their own sustainance.
The reference to the furtherance of the
faiths this is a task that falls on every
Muslim, Let it here be remembered that
in Islam there is no priesthood as such.

Digitized.by.Naolah

It is said that every Muslim is a preacher
of the word of God. In certain instances
there are men who are unable to profess
the faith due to political,; ethnic and

- other reasons and it is in such cases that

Zakat funds could be utilised to assist
Muslims to practise Islam. In regard to
Way of God, which is a reference to Jihad
which means warfare conducted for the
preservation and continued establishment
of Truth. Zakat can be used for the
protection of one's religion., Thus, if
external forces pose a threat to Islam,

it is definitely the bounden duty of every,
Muslim to answer the call of faith putting
behind him his domestic and business
matters and to submit to the necessity to
uphold the name of God.. In the early days,

- Zakat money was contributed to meet costs

of Holy Wars. Jihad is a much misunder-
stood terminclogy among non-—Muslims. Its
reference to Holy War& relates only to
fight against those who make war against
you on account of your religion. Jihad
has many other adorable attributes.

The payment of Zakat to the State or to
the Muslim community chest is a duty cast
on all whe, at the end of the year are
left with property or cash worth at least
40 rupces - and 1/40th of that becomes
payable as Zakat. Even females are redquir-
ed at the end of each year to assess the
value of precious metal in their possess-
ion if they have no other earnings and pay
Zakat at 1/40th of the assessed value.
Properties of minors too are not exempt.
The guardians of minors are enjoined to
pay the Zakat from the property of the
minors in their custody and take such
action to prevent the value of finoer, '
property being reduced as a result of
Zakat payment but take such steps as to
enhence the value for the benefit of the
minors when it is time for them to come
on theilr own as majors. Thus it will be
seen that Zakat is payable by one and all
in possession of wealth even though it be
only such a small sum as 40 rupees. For
the Muslims, the giving of Zakat is
divinely ordained.

The Quran does not recognise the giving
.of Zakat as a private matter - it is a
must, and Zakat is indeed a trust = a
public trust - a trust meant for the wel-
fare of the people which can be even
utilised for public health, public works,
medical and educational reduilrements of
the people. Hadarat Ali Vadi=-Allahu' Anhu
reports the tradition of the Holy Prophet
as follows :-

m.Eolindation
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given exemption regarding horses
and slaves: with regard to coins; how-
ever, you must pay a Dirhan for every
forty but nothlng is payable on one
hundred and ninety" - which meant that
Zakat was not payable unless you had at
least two hundred Dirhans. In those
early days Zakat was payable even in
terms of sheep and camels.

"T have

There is no gainsaying the fact that
in Islam all are equal. Zakat is one of .
the five pillars of Islam and it behoves
us to fulfil the divine reduirement.
Muslims have always known that they are
only trustees of wealth and possessions

-endowed upon them by God'= evén our own
‘childrén; belong to God and endowed upon
Us by God and we are their trustees or

guardians. It is for this reason that
Muslims are forbidden to mourn the loss
of their loved ones. God gives and God
takes.. Thus it is we must look upon
Zakat. Giving 1/40th of one's wealth

is just the distribution of wealth con
one's trust. “According to the words of
the Holy Prophet, Zakat is the disburse-
ment by the rich to the poor for their
development and for their benefit,

Zakat is an obligatory and divine injunce-
tion on every free adult = even though
he may have only very minimum possession.

- by T.U, Jamalon
Chief Trustee, Kurunegala Malay MOSQueo
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‘Newsletter may not be a

EDITO‘IAL

Tj;ANG is now in circulation. This
' publication with
perfection  to maximum. . As mentioned in
our maiden issues we earnestly hope that
Saudara/Saudare from SLAMAC affiliated
associations would write in., So far only
a few have written in expressing appre-
ciation, thoughts and future plans for
TERANG. Two well=wishers have sent in
donations, Our thanks go out to evervone.
We expect arrival of letters to improve
when many more start réadinq TERANG .

A special call goes out to the youth
for their generous contributions by way

of articles,

f

INNA LILLAHI WAINNA ILATHI RAJIUN

TERANG records with deep regret
the death under tragic circumstances of
Mr Selvin Samath, son of Mr T.S.D.Samath
of Bamunawala, Kurunegala.

We also wish to convey our deepest
condolences to the memberc of the
beleaved family.

Terang, the Kurunegala Malay Beacon
of light

unllohten Mother Lanka'’s Malays with
all thy might

Raise the banner of Malays and let the:
world see

Almighty Allah's guidance and blessings
with thee shall be.

Never fear, shirk, tremble or wilt

lee thy readers knowledge, and be it
to the hilt,

- by Al Haj Maas J. Weerabangsa

MARRTAGE PROPOSALS

Editorts

1. Malay mother secks for 31 years old
tall, pretty, well-built and educated
daughter employed in a State Corpora-
tion in the South, drawing over
Rs.1500/~ per mensem, a Malay partner
below 40 years of comparable position.
Dowry negotiable. Write with full
particulars in the first letter under
confidential cover to MP/7, C/o Editor,
TERANG., g ¥ 4

2, Father seeks a religiocus and under-
standing Malay partner for his daughter|
aged 28, employed in a Japanese firm,
House nd dowry offered. Reply with
full particulars under confidential
cover to MP/8, C/o Editor, TERANG.

Malay parents seek for religious Bank
employee daughter in late twenties,

a suitable partner. Reasonable dowry
in cash and jewellery offered. Reply
with full: particulars under confiden=—
tial cover to MP/9 Cc/o Editor,
TERANG.

address : No,319/3, Kandy Road,

Tellyagonna, Kurunegala.

nomahan1om;|aavanahan10@
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HISTORY OF MALAYS (Contd.)

Many centuries later from about 300
BC the Deutero-Malays entered the Malay
Peninsula in another wave of immigration
from the same Yunnan area of Southern
China., These Deutero=Malays had acquired
the knowledge of using weapons and tools
of iron and other metals; the bronze
drums and bells found in Klang, Selangor,
are evidence of this period. They
dispossessed the Proto-Malays and drove
them into the hills and jungles as the
latter had done to the Negritos., The
Proto-Malays and the Deutero=Malays were
basically of the same Malay race, speak-
ing the same 'language and of lMongolold
strain as the Chinese, Mongolians,
Vietnamese, Thais etc. The Deutero=-
Malays were generally stronger, stouter
and more robust.  Like the earlier .
settlers, these metal-age people too
spread out to the islands of the Archi-
pelagoes and the Pacific beycnd. They
were masters in the art of building
boats with iron tools and wandered about
in the sea for days and even months,
cooking their own food and sleeping in
‘their boats and finally came to settleé
down almest in all the islands in the
Malay peninsule and the Pacific, most
of which were uninhabited. Historians
called them a wandering race and others
. described them as sea gypsies,

In the procesgs of their wandering,
they inter-mixed with the Proto-Malays
and to some extent with the Negritos.
They had by this time acduired a reason-
ably high standard of material culture
and tock to settlements in various
islands in the Pacific and the Malay
peninfula, | Thus, they lived in settle-
mehts, the main units of society, by
fishing, hunting and cultivating saawah
with paadi, their staple food. The
Malays were the first to cultivate paddy.
30 the Malay word 'paadi' itself has
been absorbed into the English vocabulary
as 'paddy'’, among other words which T
shall deal with in detail later.

Generally these settlements were
situated on river banks or sea coasts,
self-gufficient in food and other
necessities and administered by a headman
“and elders. Theilr houses of bamboo,
“wood, and cadjan, built mostly on stilts
_along river beds, were a common feature.
Their social customs were based on
‘ communal ownership, the land belcnging
to the wvillage and the produce shared
‘by the people of the respective village.

By the end of the last century BC inter-
- relationship in trade and commerce began

' believed in the existence of spirits that

certain countries, though to a lesser

to develop among settlements (which later
gave rise to villages, and in course of
time to towns and citles), and in later
years between countries in various
budiness lines.

The ancient Malays were animists who

dwelt in trees, stones, animals and other
objects. They considered the spirits
affected their daily life and the people
never dared to displease or disturb them.
Before a hunter set out on his trapping
or a fisherman sailed away on a fishing
expedition, it was usually their custom
to first invoke the blessings of these
spirits, or to appease the spirits when
they felt they had done them some wronge
Thus came this ancient cult that prevails
to this day even among some people in

degree.

Colonisation of Pacific islands.

Bryant J. Allen in his article titled
"pacific Islands" published in Eurocpa
Publications 1979-80, p.829, was of
opinion that the Continental and Oceania
Pacific islands were never linked by land
bridge to the Asian Continent, and the
Indonesian islands east of Bali and west
of New Guinea formed a frontier zone
between a realm of placental mammals and
marsupial mammals = the Wallace Line.
Pre-historians therefore argued that man,
a placental mammal, was an intruder in
the Pacific. The first men to immigrate
across the Wallace Line are believed to
have been Homo Sapiens approaching the
modern form., The people of the interior
of New Guinea are classified as Australoid
populations which are believed to have

egun moving inte the area from; Indoresia
about 30,000 yeqrs ago. Archaeologi€al
evidence until 5000 years or so ago
points to the Facific, east of the Bismark
Archipelago, being devoid of human habita=
tion. Between 4000 and 2000 years ago
people who were thought to have lived in
north~eastern Indonesia and the Philippines
and whe had descended from a Mongoloid
stock spread into the Pacific and along
the coast of the continental islands,
inter-marrying with the existing
Australoid populaticns of eastern
Indonesia and New Guinea. Modern Melane=
slans, Polynesians and Micronesians are
thus te varying degrees the outcome of
the mixing of these early Australoid and
Mongoleoid stocks.

Throughout the Pacific, the pre~contact
subsistence economy was based on the
vegetative propagation of rcot and tree

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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‘domesticated snimals
cand fowls but all three were not present
reverywhere in the region.

_a South ‘American origin.

‘eultivated in terraced,
 gardens.

flights and inherited geographical
'knowledge,

.spoken in Pacific islands, more than

- 700 being found in Papua New Guinea and
- Solomon islands.
groups,

-most of islands of Melanesia, all of

. parts of Indenesia,

 Papua New Guinea was settled before !

o) rrectlon

* letter of 16th February has drawn my

~archipelagoes, such .as .Indonesian
. archipelago,

:-philippines'
" archipelage etc

cfopég'togéther with fishing and some
pig husbandry and hunting. The only
were dogs, plgs

The major
root crops, taro and yam have Asian
crigins, but the sweet potatoe which
was grown in New Guinea, Hawaii,
Marduesas, Soclety and Easter Island
groups prior to European contact, has
 Shifting’
cultivation was the main agricultural
techniduc in most areas. In New Guinea
and parts of Polynesia, notably Hawaii,
Tahiti and the Coock Islands, taro was

Short distance Ocean vovaging was
well established in Polynesia and
Micronesia before Suropean contact, with
large double~hulled canoces and naviga-
tion based on stars, wave patterns, bird

Over 1000 different languages are

They belong to two
the non=Austronesian phyla, which
are spoken in coastal Papua New Guinea,

Polynesia and Micronesia as well az in
the Philippines,
Southeast Asla and Madagascar.

Existing evidence suggests that
30,000 years ago by ancestral Australoid
population who were followed about 3000
years, ago by Auotrone ian speakers of
Mongb101d Stock who probably brought

pottery, horticulture and pigs to Papua
New Guinea. Both Austronesian speakers
and the Mongoloid populaticn refer to

the Malays who migrated to the Malay
peninsula from Yunnan in Scuthern China
as described earliers... (to be continued)

de ok Bk o Bl R

The Charge d Affaires of the Embassy
of the Republic of Indonesia by his

attention te the 3rd sentence in para 2
of my article '"Histcory of Malays™
published in the maiden issue of Terang
which reads as follows : "'There were no

Malaysian archipelago,
'arc'hip‘elagog Moluccan

in existence . He says
that Moluccas or Maluku ig an integral

Indonesian archipelago, Malaysian archi-

irrigated -

part of Indonesia and according to his
opinion this sentence could be inter-
preted by the readers of Terang as though
Indenesia and Moluccas are two independent
countries.  Whilst agreeing with him I
thank him for bringing this to my notice.
In order to avoid such a situation I
correct this sentence by deleting the
werds Y"Moluccan archipelago'. The
sentence should now be read as follows:
"There were no archipelagoes, such as

pelago, Philippines archipelago etc. in
exlstence’,
— Farock Thaliph

OUTLINE OF GRAMMAR - BAHASA MELAYU

Rule 1:

Rule 2

Rule 3:

‘Rule 4:

. 2

There are no separate forms for
the plural Noun in Malay. Eg.
SA=-ORANG = a person, one person
(not necessarily a man).
SA=PULOH ORANG = ten persons.

an

A reduplicated Noun may mean an
indefinite number or more than
one variety of something.
Redupiicaticn of a Noun does not
(although it is implisd) mean the
plural form. The figure 2 is
frequently used instead of the
second word. Ege. ORANG ORANG =
the men or persons (indefinite
number) . The shorter form is
ORANG 2. BUNGA BUNGA = different
kinds of flowers and not KUMBANG
as used in Sri Lanka. KUMBANG
means beetle. BUNGA 2 is a
shortened form.

Gender is not shown by inflectioni
The word for male or femals must
be added to differentiate.
LAKI-LAKI (not Kelaki) and
PERUMPUAN (not Prompan) indicate
human beings. JANTAN & BETINA
are used in the caszse of animals.
BEg. ANAK LAKI LAXT = A soh.

ANEK PERUMPUAN A daughter

KUDA JANTAN = A male horse,

a stallion

A mare.,

KUDA BETINA

Possession is shown by the posi=-
tion of the substantive before
the possessor or by the use of
the word PUNYA. Eg. RUMAH DIA =
His or her house., DIA PUNYA
RUMAH = His or her house. The
suffixes -MJ, -KU and =NYA have
possessive meanings also. Eg.
RUMAH=-MU (your house), RUMAH-KU
(my house), RUMAH-NYZ (his, her
or their house). Possession

LJIgII.ILEU Uy F\'IU'UTGIFITI

= DR
TEFOUTTaauolT,
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Possession should not be indicated by
PUNYA all the time as that gives a
Chinese flavour to the language.

Rule 5: When possession corresponding to
i the English 'of' is desired, the

Noun is placed before the
possessor without a prepositiocng
Eg. KAKI MEJA = The legs of the
table, JARI TANGAN = The fingers
of the hand. KEBODOHAN ORANG GILA
= The stupidity of crazy pecple.

Vocabulary I

PAGI = merning: TENGAH HARI = noong
PETANG or SORE = afternoonj; MALAN {(not
malang) = night; TENGAH MALAM = midnight.
Greetings:

SELAMAT PAGIL = Good mornings

SELAMAT PEPANG or SORE = Good afternoon;
SELAMAT MALAM = Good nighty

SELAMAT JALAN = to those going;

SELAMAT TINGGAL = by those going.

Malay Idioms
ADA HATI = to aspire -~ to hope against hope
IRI HATI = to fesl envious
KUTU EMBUN = a night bird
IKAT PERUT = to cut down expernses on food

Members of the Kurunegala Malay Asso-
ciation participated in two Sports Get-
together:; one was organised by the Mabole
Malay Association at the Mahara Prisons
Grounds on 14 December 1986 and the other
by the Kandy Malay Association at the !
Bogambara Stadium on 14 February 1987. ]

We record with pride that in the
Netball Match played at the Mahara Prisons
Grounds, the Kurunegala Netball ‘*A' Team
comprising the following emerged as
Champions

Shama Sadikeen - Capt. !
Nona Rahim Shareena Greasy
Zareena Hamza Rameela Sadikeen
Shamain Samath Kumala Hamgza

In the six-a-side softball cricket
match played at the Bogambara Stadium,
where teams of the upcountry Malay Asso=-
clations also participated, the Kurunegala
'A% Team comprising the following emerged
as Winners :

Sana Hamza - Capt.
M, Najibdeen
T, Zoory

Mano Jhan
T. Rahim
Jeewa Hamza

BUAYA DARAT = Unconscionable rogue
PUTEH MATA = to be disappointed

il

Numerals

Sh., SATU = 4 ENAM, ANAM = 6 !
DUA = 2 TUJOH = 7

TIGA = 3 DELAPAN = 8

EMPAT, AMPAT = 4 SEMBILAN = 9

LIMA = SA=PULCH =10

From: 11 to 19 SA-BELAS; DUA-belas etc,
(BELAS is added to the cardinal numerals)
PULOH (meaning TENS) 1s added to the
cardingl numerals, Eg. DUA-PULOH,
TIGA=~PULCOH etc.

GENERAL =
BUDAK = child, young person of either sex. |
ANAK = son or daughter
KHABAR KEABAR = news
APA KHABAR = what news

VARNA = colour !
SELAMAT SLAMAT = peace, safety

BULAN = month, moon

TAHUN year; SAYOR = vegetables.

x|

SAYUR SAYURAN = vegetables in general
BUAH = fruit

BUAH BUAHAN = various kinds of fruits
BARANG = things
BARANG-BARANG =
DAGING = meat
MINGGU = week
HART MINGGU =

goods, bkaggage, luggage

a0

sSunday

- by A. Rawlins
President/The "Wherk" Malay

PANTUN MELAYU

A SAILOR'S PARTING

Panjang rambut Siti Julita,
Panjang melilit ibu kaki,

Intan zamrud chermin mata,
Tuan sa-orang mahkota hati.

Panjang rambut Enche' Julita,
Panjang melilit ibu kaki. o
Dengarkan mural bercherita,
Abang di-laut Tanjong Jati,

Panjang rambut Enche' Julita,
Panjang melilit ibu kaki.

Jangan di-dengar murai cherita,
Kapal di-sahut guncng langsi.

Anegk itek si-maalim lembut,
Sa~ckor kelajar makan nasi.

Embun sa-titek menjadi laut,
ikan pengapus gunong langsi.

Social CHRERA by Noglaham Foundatios

Issued by the Editorial Board of
319/3, Kandy Road
Teliyagonna

Kurunegala
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