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 RECEIPT  FOR  THE  MONNING  STAR.
 "98.

 Straits  Settlements  Rev.  S.  Peter  and  Messrs.  N:  Gunese-
 kara,  S.  Sapapathy  for  '98  6.50

 Mr,  G.  W.  Chelvadiitai  fnr  '978&  98  4.00

 tilemėnís  V.S.  Sapapathy  for  "95—97  10  00
 de  Silva  far  98  1,50

 M-  Cumarasamy  for  97  1,50

 Gentlemen.
 Please  remit

 as  early  as  possible.

 THE  JAFFNA  COMMERCIAL  CORPORA
 TION  LIMITED,

 Orre  Bany  HALL,  SEA  STREET,  JAFFNA.

 The  company  opens  current  accounts  with
 sum  of  not  less  than  Rs7100  and  allows  inter-

 est  at  29/„  por  annum  on  minimum  monthly  ba-
 lances  af  Rs,  500,  and  upwards.

 Fixed  deposits  received  on  the  following  terms-
 For  12  months  interest  at  6%,  per  annum  allowed ”.  6  s  k  F  “.  L 3.  K

 Approved  bills  discounted.  Money  advanced
 on  pledges,

 Remittances  made  toand  from  Colombo,

 Colombo  Bankers,  National  Bank  of  India  Ltd.

 Cheques  and  foreign  drafts  and  bills  of  ex,
 change  on  the  Colemnbo  Banks  cashed.

 Inland  and  foreign  goods  imported  on  Com-
 mission,

 Otfice  hours  from  10-30  A.  M,  bo  4  P.  a.
 Wu.  MATHER,

 Managing  Director.

 NOTICE.

 Know  all  men  bythese  presents  that  I  the  un-
 dersigned  do  hereby  cancel  the  General  power  nf
 Attorney  I  gave  to  my  brother  R,  ©.  Jacob  in
 the  month  of  January,  98  at  Batugajab  Perak,
 Straits.

 Ith  May  1898  E.  P.  JACOB
 THE  JAFFNA  APOTHECARTES'  C0.

 We  have  commenced  business  at  “Jayavasa
 near  the  Grand  Bazaar.  Every  description  of  arti-
 cles  connected  with  medicine  and  Pharmacy  has
 been  ordered  and  will  be  sold  at  comparatively

 law  prices  ,Presčriptions  are  compounded  and
 charged  moderately.  Trial  orders  solicited.
 1ith  June  1898  8  Ponnusamy  Medical  adviser

 Manager

 The  Jaffna  Appothecaries|  Co
 Jaffna,

 THE  CEYLON  STEAMSHIP  Co.  Ltd.
 ‘The  Company's  Steamer  “Lady

 b  Havelock”  is  appointed  to  sail  from
 Kankesanturai  for  Colombo  Via

 Paumben  on  the  evening  of  the  following  dates-

 1898  May  31st
 4“  June  14th  and  28th
 #  July  12th  and  26th

 The  Steamer  “Lady  Gordon”  is  appointed
 to  sail  from  Kankesanturai  to  Colombo  via  Point

 Pedro  on  the  noon  of  the  following  dates;—
 1898  June  3rd  and  17th

 t+  July  1st,  15th  and  29th
 W,  MATHER  &  SON,

 Agents.

 Sirait

 Jaftha,

 all  dues  for  Star

 w  y  a“

 NOTICE.

 THE  JAFFNA  TRADING  COMPANY  LTD

 Clearanca  Sale.

 Grand  opportunity.
 Terms  has.

 Tih  following  goods  will  be  sold  in  tha
 rooms  of  the  Jaffna  Trading  Company  Ltd

 at  reduced  price  for,  seven  days  from  the  11l

 Juiy  1848,

 Drapery:—  washing  aud  unwashing  tweeds,
 flanuels,  check,  drills,  cashmere  rose  and  blue

 merinoes,  chintz,  towels,  horrocks,  cambrick,  &c
 Glassware:—Kerosine  oil  hanging  table  and

 wall  lamps,  carriage  lamps,  chimneys,  &c.  &e.

 Stationery:—Notarial  and  ordinary  foolscaps

 faney  note  papens  and  envelopes,  blottings,

 cartridges,  pen,  pencils  ġe,  &c,
 Hardware,—Saws,  sdzes,  chisels,  files,  augers,

 hinges,  bolts,  serews,  locks,  $c.  &e.
 HĦaberdashery!—Buitons,  needles  &ec.
 Paints  and  oils  and  faney  soaps  é  sundries’

 V,  AIYARU  PILLAI

 29th  June  898.  Manager.

 NOTICE.

 About  30  leads  of  cattle,  bulls,  cows,  heifers,

 and  milking  cows  of  the  undersigned  will  be

 sold  in  publie  atebion  at  Manalkadoo  Estate  on
 Monday  the  Sth  August  next  at  1  P,  a.
 Tuttovaneotty,  Pallai  Yours  trully
 7th  June  1898.  }  V.  SUPAR

 ORDER  NISI.
 In  the  District  Court  of  Jaffna,

 Testamentary  N

 Jurisdiction  No  302  nÀ
 In  the  Matter  of  the  Estate  of  the  late  Pattinippillai

 widow  of  Velauthar  Kanapatippillai  of  Velanai  West
 Deceased

 Velayntar  Kattikechar  of  Velanai  West  Petitioner.
 1.  Palaniyachchi  wife  of  Velayntar  Katlikechar  of

 Velanai  West.
 2.  Kanapatippillai  Nagalingam  and
 3,  Kanspatippillai  Sceni  of  do
 ‘fhis  matter  of  the  Petition  of  Valayutar  Kal

 of  Velanai  West  praying  for  Letters  of  Ađdmin  a
 tothe  estate  of  the  abovenamed  deceased  Pattinippillai
 widow  of  Velayutar  Kanapatippillai  of  Velanai  West
 coming  on  for  disposa!  before  C.  Eardley  Wilmot  Esquire,
 District  Judge,  on  the  271l  day  of  April  1898  in  the
 presenca  of  Mr  T,  C.  Uhangarapillai  Proctor  on  the  part
 of  tlhe’  Petitioner  and  affidavit  of  the  Petitioner  dated  the

 9531h  day  of  Aprii  1898  having  been  read,  it  is  declared
 that  the  Petitioner  is  the  brother-in-law  and  next  of  kin
 to  the  said  intestate  and  is  entitled  to  have  Letters  of
 Administratiou  to  the  estate  of  the  said  1ntestate  issued  to

 him  unless  the  Respondents  or  any  other  person  shall  on  or

 before  the  Ilth  day  of  July  1898  show  sufficient  cause  to
 tho  salisfaction  of  this  Court  ta  the  contrary,

 Signed  this  27th  day  of  April  1898

 Signed  C.  Eardley  WILMOT
 District  Judge.

 Respondents.
 ikechar

 ORDER  NIRI.

 Tn  the  District  Court  of  Jafina,
 Testamentary  |  xy

 durisdittion  [NO  O
 inthe  Matter  of  the  Estate  of  the  late  Chinnattampiar

 Arumukampillai  of  Vannarponnai  Deceased
 Ilaiyachchi  widow  of  Chinnattampiar  Arumukampillai

 of  Mallakam  Petitioner.
 1.  Chinattampiar  Ponnampalam  of  Vannarponne

 employed  at  Kwala  Lumpur
 Mailvakanam  Chinnattampi  his
 wife  Achchikuddi  of  Vannarponnai  East
 Chinnachchi  wife  of  Kunasekari  of  Chundikuli
 Venachittampi  Kanapatippillai  his
 wifo  of  Nakamuttn  of  Nirvele

 ,  Chinnappa  Arunachalam  and  his
 ,  wife  Chinnattankachchi  of  do  Respondenis.

 ‘This  matter  of  the  Petition  of  Ilaiyachchi  widow  of
 Chinnatampiar  Arumukampillai  of  Mallakam  praying  for
 Letters  of  Administration  to  the  estate  of  the  aboyenamed

 deceased  Chinnatampiar  Arumukampillai  of  Vannarponnai
 coming  on  for  disposal  before  C,  E,  Wilmot  Esquire,
 District  Judge,  on  the  13th  day  of  May  1898  in  the  pre-

 sence  of  Mr.  T.  C.  Changsrapillai  Proctor  on  the  part
 of  the  Petitioner  and  the  affidavit  of  the  Petitioner
 dated  the  19th  day  of  January  1898  having  been  read  it
 is  declared  that  the  Petitioner  is  the  widow  of  the  said
 Intestate  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  have  Letters  of  Ad-
 ministration  to  the  estate  of  the  said  Intestate  issued  to  har

 unless  the  Respondent  of  any  other  person  shall  on  or
 before  the  4th  day  of  July  1898  show  sufficient  cause  to
 the  satisfaction  of  this  Court  to  the  contrary,

 Signed  this  13th  day  of  May  1898

 Signed  C  Eardley  WILMOT
 District  Judge’

 focal  &  eneral.
 Weather.  The  monsoon  lias  been  blowing  steadily

 tliongh  for  the  past  three  or  four  days  there  has  been
 something  like  a  lull.  The  mornings  were  close  and  sultry
 the  wind  rising  only  about  noon,  A  few  good  showers  of
 rnin  would  be  yery  acceptable.

 Pilgrims.  Á  large  number  of  pilgrims  from  Jaftra
 have  gone  to  the  church  at  Maddu.  The  festivites  at
 the  cherch  Will  be  over  on  the  2  Prox  andit  isthe  time
 for  the  medical  authorities  to  walch  the  egress  of  the

 pilgrims  from  the  place  in  order  tu  prevent  the  ittro-
 duction  of  epidemic  diseases.  Com.

 Theft.  Theft  ofa  daring  character  was  committed  on
 the  night  of  Saturday  last,  in  a  rice  boutique  st  tlis  junc-
 tion  of  tlhe  four  roade  near  the  chettie's  godown.  A  police

 constable  is  expected  to  be  always  on  beat  at  the  said  junc-

 tion  both  day  aud  niglit.  It  is  inexplainable  how  the  theft
 should  have  been  committed  without  being  detected.  The
 police  authorifies,  it  is  necessary  to  remind  them,  should
 do  their  duty,  Several  thefis  have  been  reported  within
 the  police  limits,  and  people  without  the  police  in  tha
 villages  appear  to  be  better  uff  than  those  who  pay  tha police  tax.  Com.

 Suicides  Syicides  of  Ewropeans  nre  reported  from
 Galle  and  “t'rincomalie,  as  well  as  from  Calcutta,  The
 manavho  takes  his  own  life,  dits  a  coward's  deatl.

 A  bar  dinner.  Some  of  the  members  af  the  Jaffna

 bar  made  a  start  in  the  direction  of  initiating  n  bar  dinner.

 The  idea  did  not  meet  with  any  serious  oppposition,  al-
 thungh  difference  of  opinion  prevented  gome  of  ihe
 members  of  the  bar  from  joining  in  tle  dinner  which  was

 eaten  by  nine  on  the  23rd  inst,  ir  tlie  Jaffna  Rest  House,

 l'he  promoters’  of  the  dinner  bave  decided  to  hold  the
 function  once  in  three  months  and  they  trust  that  the  con-

 tınuance  of  the  sacial  meet  will  be  the  soore  of  manuy gond  results.  Com
 F.N..  Hospital.  Dr.  F.  Grenier  goes  to  Ral-

 túra  on  promotion  as  the  Govt.  Medical  Officer  of  the
 station  and  Dr.  E.  Ravasinghka  a  son  iof  Mr.  Nicholas
 chief  clerk  of  the  Point  Pedro  Couris  has  been  appointed to  eucceed  him.  Com.
 Dr,  Fairbank.  One  who  knew  the  Doctor  very
 intimately  writes  of  him  aë  fellows:—

 The  dear  old  Doctor  passed  away  without  any  pain  or
 any  apparent  conseiousness  of  approaching  death,.....  His
 body  burried  firstin  the  town  where  be  died  was  dis-
 interred,  and  the  deat  old  form  now  lies  beside  his  wife
 in  the  Almadnagger  €emetry.  In  many  ways  it  was
 finost  providentially  ordered.  Fe  died  within  the
 Ephera  where  his  life  work  was,  He  lies  among  his  own
 at  rest.  The  sweetness  and  simplicity  of  his  life  are  our
 inheritance.’

 Dr  Rockwood.  In  spite  of  the  opposition  made
 to  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Rockwood,  Her  Majrsty  the
 Queen  Empress  has  approved  of  lis  appointment  as  a
 member  of  the  Legislative  Conncil,

 Point  Pedro  Dr.  M.  W,  Ropes  has  been  appointed
 Dr.  Strong's  successor  as  Port  officer  and  dispenser
 at  Point  Pedro,

 The  Jaffna  Tradivg  Company  Tle  Direct-
 ors  of  this  Company  met  together  on  the  27th  inst.  It

 has  been  found  that  the  Company's  customers  have  been
 in  default  to  pay  its  dues,  and  flatita  trade  las  been
 retarded  bya  very  large  portion  of  its  funds  being  in
 the  hand  ofits  customers.  Speedy  steps  have  been  pro.
 posed  to  be  taken  in  Sourt  against  its  defaulter  Com.

 The  late  Sub-collector  at  Point  Pedro.
 We  are  sorry  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  Martenz  which
 took  place  at  Jaffna  on  the  morning  of  the  28  inst,
 Mr.  Martenz  was  ín  the  service  of  the  Govt,  until  he  was

 compelled  by  old  age  to  retire  on  pension  abont  a  year
 ago.  He  preferred  to  spend  the  last  duys  of  his  life  at
 Point  Pedro,  and  remained  there  since  his  retirement  from

 service,  Mr.  W.  Toussaint,  a  nephew  of  the  late  Mr,
 Martenz,  removed  him  tolis  residence  in  the  town  the
 day  before  his  death.  The  funeral  took  place  on  the
 eame  day  of  his  death  and  we  express  our  sympathy  to
 sall  the  friends  and  relations  of  the  deceased,  Com.

 Mr.J.  J.  Casi  Chetty,  Mr.  Casi  Chetty  came  by
 the  last  steamer  and  landing  at  Kankesanturai  he  proceed-
 ed  to  Point  Pedro  and  left  with  his  family  and  children

 P  the  same  steamer  to  his  station  at  Mata  Com.

 FOREIGN  NEWS,
 England  The  new  British  first  class  battleship

 "Albion"  was  launched  on  the  2lst,  instant.  The  dis-

 placement  of  water  as  the  boat  slid  down,  eaused  a  largo
 wuvo  to  overwhelm  a  staging  on  which  some  two  or  thres
 hundred  spectators,  mostly  women  and  children  pf  thea
 dockyard  hands  had  assembled  to  witness  the  ceremony
 A  imber  were  drowned.  Thirty  four  bodies  have
 heen  already  recovered,  and  a  number  of  others  are
 issing.

 &ranee.  The  division  of  parties  is  such  in  France
 tlar  the  minister  of  State  refused  to  undertake  the  for-
 mation  of  a  new  Cabinet.  His  place  was  filled  by
 another  who  failed,  and  now  the  Presidentlhas  called

 upon  a  third,  to  form  a  new  cabinet,  with  what  result
 remains  to  be  seen.

 Yndia.  A  rather  sovere  shock  of  earthquake  took
 plack  at  Darjeeling  on  the  f7th  inst.  Floods  at  Midnapora
 have  rendered  many  people  homeless  and  nsed  tho
 loss  of  several  lives,  In  other  districts  theseanty  rain-
 fall  is  cansing  great  anx  bout  the  crops.  An  Eu
 ropean  was  murdered  at  hi  and  his  wife  seriously
 wounded,  revenge  heing  the  cause,  Plague  i
 from  Calcutta  up  to  June  22nd  giye  tho  toral

 t  129  with  97  deatlie,
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 LIGHT  FROM  THE  BURTED  PAST.

 TIn  these  days  of  Higher  Destructive  Criticism

 it  is  refreshing  to  every  devout  believer  of  Holy

 Writ  to  come  across  some  new  proofof  the

 genuineness  and  anthenticity  of  the  books  of  the

 Rible,  Not  that  the  Higher  Critics  have  given

 us  nothing  of  value  in  their  researches;  Chris-

 tianity  owes  much  to  the  Higher  Criticism  in
 the  incentive  it  has  given  to  a  more  careful  and

 systematic  study  of  God's  Word,  But  many  of
 the  conelasions  of  those  who  belong  really  to
 the  Destructive  Criticisın  have  been  based  upon

 mere  assumptions,  and  have  been  presented  to

 the  churéh  more  in  the  form  of  dogma  than  poss-

 iblé  theories  to  be  examined  carefully  before

 heing  adopted,
 The  swinging  pendulum  has  reached  its  limit

 however  and  is  on  the  return.  The  infiuence  of

 such  Higher  Critics  is  on  the  wane  and  thechurch

 isċoming  back  toa  purerand  moreintelligent  faith.
 There  is  fascination  no  doubt  in  assuming  that

 pur  more  cultured  minds  cannot  accept  the  con-

 elnsions  reached  by  the  scholars  of  remote  ages.

 What  wasrealto  them  we  explain  by  calling

 legendary,  But  there  is  great  danger  in  this

 age  of  intellectual  activity  of  minimizing  the
 value  of  Gul's  voice  in  the  soul;  and  we  are

 glad  that  the  tide  has  turned  while  we  rejoice
 over  the  results  given  us  from  tle  searching

 investigations  of  scholarly  minds.  Fhose  who
 huve  neither  time  nor  ability  to  investigate  for

 themselyes  will  do  well  to  ponder  both  sides  of

 a  question  before  allowing  their  better  judgment
 to  yield  to  mere  sentithent.

 Prof,  A.  H.  -Sayce  LL.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  one  of

 tle  greatest  liying  anthorities  on  archaeology,
 īn  a  recent  letter  to  one  of  the  religious  papers
 writes  as  follows:—

 “Qriental  discovery  bas  firmly  established

 two  facts.  One  of  these  is  the  literary  charact-
 er  of  the  civilization  of  the  ancient  East;  the

 other  is  what  may  be  called  the  solidarity  of

 ancient  Orient]  history.  Writing  was  known

 and  practised  in  Western  Asis  and  Egypt  cen-

 turies  before  Abraham  was  born,  Ihe  age
 was  one  .  ,..…  in  which  the  educated
 and  commercial  classes  wero  all  supposed  to  be
 able  to  write  and  read.  We  even  possess  the

 actual  letter  written  by  Khamımurali,  the  Am-

 raphel  of  the  book  of  Genesis:  in  one  of  which
 he  refers  to  Arioch  of  Ellasar,  and  Chedorlaomer

 the  king  of  Elam,  RE  r  tne
 If  the  age  of  Abraham  was  literary,  the  age

 of  Moses  was  still  inore  so.  The  clay  tablets

 found  at  Tel-el-  Amarna  in  upper  Egypt,  prove
 that  lettera  were  constantly  passing  backward
 and  forward  along  the  roads  whieh  inter-

 sected  the  civilized  world  of  that  day,  and
 that  these  letters  were  written  and  answered

 by  persons  of  all  ranks  and  conditions  and
 otten  related  to  the  most  trivial  matters,

 Even  Bedouin  sheikhs  take  partin  the  cor-

 respondence,  as  well  as  women,  who,  it  may
 be  noted,  busied  themselves  with  both  trade

 snd  polities,  almost  as  much  asthe  men,
 Canaan  was  the  center  of  the  literary  intercourse
 that  was  thus  going  on,  aud  must  have  been
 full  of  libraries  and  schools  wliere  the  cuneiform

 script  and  language  of  Baoylonia  were  taught
 and  learned,  We  can  never  again  talk  about  the

 illiteracy  of  the  ancient  Bust,  or  imagine  that
 literary  culture  began  among  the  Greeks  in  tle
 sixth  century  B.  C,  The  Old  Testament  is  no

 isolated  literary  monument  —so  isolated,  in-

 deed,  as  to  oblige  criticism  to  bring  down  its

 composition  to  as  late  an  age  as  possible;  on  the
 contrary,  the  world  for  Which  it  was  written  was
 a  world  as  literary  as  our  own,  and  had  been

 reading  and  writing  aod  producing  famous  books

 long  centuries  before  the  period  of  the  Exodus,”
 Prof,  Sayce  goes  on  to  say  that  the  anti-

 quity  of  literature  overthrows  the  arguments
 abd  conclusions  of  the  “Higher  Crities.”  Their

 arguments  rested  on  the  tacit  assumption  that
 the  Israelites  were  illiterate  nomads,  that  lit-

 erature  did  not  spring  up  in  the  East  until  lon

 after  the  Mosaic  age,  and  that  consequently
 Moses  could  not  have  written  the  Pentateuch

 nor  could  his  contemporaries  haye  read  it,”

 He  goes  on  to  say  that  recent  discoveries  over-

 throw  this  and  similar  assumptions  and  that

 the  superstrueture  built  upon  such  assumptions
 must  necessarily  fall.  3o  the  stories  of  Genesis

 pronounced  as  legends  by  the  Higher  Critics
 must  be  restored  to  sober  history,  So  also  ins-

 titutions  declared  by  “higher  criticism”-to  be

 inventions  of  later  ages  have  beèn  proved  to  be

 ofgreat  antiquity,  Archaeology  has  rendered
 valiant  service  to  the  Bible  and  is  destined  to

 do  evenmore  in  the  future  than  it  bas  in  the

 past.  At  the  same  time  we

 tliat  even  were  itb  proved  that

 must  remember

 Moses  was  not

 the  author  of  the  Pentateuch  it  would  not  over-

 throw  the  Bibleor  any  porlion  of  itas  God's

 Word,  Undoubtedly  mistakes  haye  crept  in
 from  more  than  one  source  but  they  are  after

 all  comparatively  faw.  ‘The  persistent  attempts
 of  those  who  would  like  to  throw  out  of  the

 sacred  canon  several  books  of  the  Old  Testa-

 ment  and  possibly  one  or  two  of  the  New

 remind  one  of  thè  picture  of  the  Anyil  and
 the  broken  hammers.

 Hammer  away  ye  hostilebands,
 Your  hammers  break  God's  anvil  stands,"

 PINEAPPLE  FIBRE.

 A  few  years  ago  a  great  denl  was  said  about

 the  Palmyra  fibre  industry,  and  in  Jaffna  a

 large  amount  was  collected  and  sent  to  Colomba

 for  re-shipment,  ‘There  was  considerable  anxi-

 ety  felt  here  lest  the  stripping  of  the  palmyra-
 olas  should  be  carried  too  far,  and  injury  be

 done  to  the  young  trees.  Fortunately  for  the

 palmyra  the  prices  for  the  fibre  soon  went  down
 and  at  this  present  time  there  is  yery  little  done

 in  collecting  it,  Not  long  ago  we  came  across

 the  following  in  one  of  the  Home  papers  and

 we  wondered  whether  the  pine  grew  in  sufli-

 cient  quantities  in  Ceylon  to  make  it  worth

 while  trying  to  get  the  fibre.  ‘l'he  article  was  as
 fallows:—

 The  leaf  of  the  pineapple  has  a  fibre  which  is  destined
 {o  take  a  prominent  place  amang  the  constituents  of  tex-
 tile  fabrics,  according  to  sratemejits  niade  in  the  report
 of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  Tho
 report  sliows  that  both  tlie  wild  and  the  cultivated  plants
 of  this  description  yield  Hilwa  which  when  spun  surpasses
 in  point  of  strength,  fineness  and  lustre,  those  obtained
 from  flax.  In  China  itis  used  in  fabrios  for  clothing  for
 sgriculfurists;  it  is  in  request  in  India  as  material  for
 stringing  necklaces.  and  is  the  substanco  of  the  well-known

 pine-cloth  of  the  Philippine  nils.  1t  is  remarkably
 durabile,  unaffected  by  immersion  in  water,  is  white,  soft

 si'ky  and  fexible.

 We  presume  tlat  the  pine  does  not  grow  in

 sufficient  quantities  to  make  it  pay  to  collect
 the  fibre,  but  if  not,  would  it  be  worth  while

 cultivating  it  for  this  purpose?  In  these  days
 we  are  on  the  watch  for.new  industries  and  it

 miglit  not  be  a  bad  idea  if  the  question  of

 raising  pines  for  fibre  was  thoroughly  ventilated.

 Years  ago  Mr.  Ferguson  wrote;
 *In  the  low  country  wf  Ceylon  there  are  hundreds

 vf  thousands  of  acres  of  fine  land  available  for
 fibre  cultivation,  and  a  vast  pəpulation  of  Sinhalese  villa-
 gers  who  as  soon  as  they  found  a  demand  sentin  from
 European  traders  or  planters,  would  speedily  cultivate
 fibrous  plante,  for  which  they  conld  get  a  return,  as  they

 now  do  for  their  coir  or  cocoanut  fibre.’

 In  his  Hand  book  Mr.  Ferguson  speaks  of
 the  Plantain  aud  the  Pineapple  both  as  yielding
 excellent  fibre  and  being  abundant,  Itis  said

 thata  very  good  qualiLy  of  paper  is  made  from

 plantain,  and  that  is  surely  abundant  enough.
 1f  the  material  that  now  goes  to  waste  could  be
 utilized  we  believe  considerate  would  be  added

 to  the  wealth  of  our  island.  Our  farmers  are

 more  anxious  bto  raise  tobacco  than  any  other

 erop  because  the  money  comes  ir  lunp;  but  if
 the  deterioration  of  the  land  is  erinto  ac-

 count  we  doubt  very  much  whether  the  raising

 of  tobacco  pays-  It  would  be  a  arent  thing  for

 the  Northern  province  especially  a  the  railway
 is  now  an  assured  fact  if  new  erups  were  tried
 and  new  industries  started

 THE  WAR,

 Our  news  of  the  American-Spanish  war  is
 brought  down  to  the  close  of  last  week

 June  11th  600  marines  were  landed  at  Cal-

 mamura  in  Cuba.  A  night  attack  was  made

 by  the  Spaniards  which  was  unsuccessful.  The
 loss  is  unknown,  Further  re-info  cements  with

 cannon  were  landed,  and  Guanatanamo  harbour

 is  occupied  by  the  American  fleet  as  a  base,

 The  whole  Spanish  fleet  is  at  Sntiago.  On
 the  6th  the  American  warships  bombarded

 Santiago  for  an  hour,  over  5,000  projectiles
 being  tired  with  the  result  of  silencing  a  num
 ber  of  batteries,  The  American  dynamite  cru-

 iser,  Vesuvius,  fired  three  250  ibs  charges  of
 gun  cotton  over  tbe  fortifications  into  a  small

 bay  where  the  Spanish  torpedo  vessels  were

 lying,  with  what  result  is  not  known.

 The  report  that  an  exchange  of  prisoners  was

 to  be  effected  is  untrue,  the  Spanish  Admiral

 having  refused.  General  Sbafter’s  army  has

 arrived  off  Santiago,  but  finds  it  difficult  to

 effect  a  landing,  The  shore  is  lined  for  15  miles

 with  Spanish  troops,  and  it  is  claimed  that
 45,000  men  can  be  brought  against  the  Ameri-

 cans  on  short  notice.  ‘The  report  that  yellow
 fever  had  broken  out  among  the  soldiers  in  one

 of  the  forts  at  tle  mouth  of  the  Mississippii  has

 not  been  confirmed,  An  attempt  was  made  hy
 a  Cuban  to  assassinate  the  Commander  of  the

 Spanish  forces,  Marshal  Blanco,  but  he  escaped
 with  a  slight  wound.

 In  the  "Philippines  two  events  are  noticeable.

 Ore  is  the  concentrating  of  German  warships  at
 Manila  and  the  very  injudicious  remarks  of  one  of

 the  German  Captains,  if  rightly  reported,

 may  lead  to  compli-ation,  The  foreign  residents

 are  Jeuving  Manila  in  neutral  ships.  Two  more

 British  warships  have  been  ordered  to  proceed

 tu  Manila.  ‘I'he  other  event  of  importance  is

 the  advance  made  by  tlhe  insurgents,  They
 have  captured  Delange,  the  second  town  of  im-

 portance  and  have  taken  4,000  Spanish  and
 1,000  native  prisoners,

 A  Spanish  general  who  with3,000  mixed  troops
 was  advancing  to  tle  relief  of  Manila  was

 drawn  into  an  ambush  and  after  three  days
 tierce  fighting  was  killed  and  the  remnant  of

 his  force  forced  to  surrender.  The  Captain
 General  of  Manila  proposed  to  surrender  but

 lis  Council  refused  to  accede  to  the  proposal,

 whereupon  he  resigned  and  the  Deputy  Qap-
 tain  General  superseded  him,

 A  third  expedition  from  America  is  to  set
 sail  from  San  Francisco  this  week.  General

 Merritt,  the  Commander  of  the  American  forces

 in  the  Philippines  will  probably  accompany  it.

 In  Spain  peace  is  being  talked  of  especially  in
 the  rural  distriets.  The  war  hasbeen  denounced

 as  an  ivjury  to  the  trade  and  industry  of

 Spain.  ‘The  Cadiz  fleet  which  was  reported  to

 have  left  Spain  for  the  Mediterranean  las  re-
 turned  toa  port  in  Spain.

 Lren:  The  American  huve  succeeded  in

 landing  near  Santiagoand  bave  surrounded  the

 town,  Geimany  disclains  any  intentions  of

 interfering  in  the  Philippine  Isliuds.  French

 warships  are  proceeding  to  Manila,  Fhe  Cadiz

 fleet  has  finally  left  Spuin  and  is  on  the  way
 down  the  Mediterranean.

 NORTHERN  RAILWAY.

 From  the  Summary  of  correspendenee  be-
 tween  the  authorities  in  Colambo  l  tuhose  in

 England  re-Proposes  Railway  i  we
 take  the  following  paragraph  as  showing  tlhe

 present  position  regarding  the  eonstructinn  vf
 the  line  in  Jatfna:-  lhe  Rt,  Hon.  J.  Chamber

 The  following  isthe  present  state  of  the  cx
 I  have  decided  thut  the  whole  of  the  Northern

 Railway,  when  made,  must  be  on  the  5ft,  6  in,

 gauge;  that  the  first  section  from  Koranegula
 to  Anuradhapura  may  be  made  at  once;  that  of
 the  Rs.  4,000,000,  which  is  estiniated  as  its

 probable  cost,  Rs.  2,500,000  must  be  fynd  fian
 current  revenue  or  cash  Lalanees,  wlile  Rs.

 1,500,000  may  be  borrowed;  that  the  early  cons-
 truction  of  the  third  se¢tion—tle  -line  through

 the  Jatta  peninsula  from  Kangesanturai  to

 Elephant  Pass—iniy  also  be  undertaken,  if  it
 enn  he  shown  that  that  line  is  likely  to  pay  on

 the  5  ft.  6  in.  gnuge,  my  words  onthe  subject

 being:  “You  may  corsider  that  the  eommence-
 ment  of  the  section  from  Kankesanturai  to  Ele-

 phant  Pass  should  be  postponed  for  a  time,  but  I
 do  not  refuse  to  sanction  the  early  construction

 of  that  section  iføn  reconsideration  you  can

 satisfy  meand  my  expert  advisers  that  on  the

 light  5ft.  6  in,  gauge  it  can  be  made  to  pay  ab
 initio”;  awd  finally.  1  decided  that  ‘the  cons-
 tructinn  of  the  intermediate  line  between

 Elephant  piss  and  Anuradhapura  must  wait  for

 the  present.”

 UNFIT  FOR  SERVICE,

 It  bas  been  stated  that  a

 large  number  of  the  young-menfof  the  United  {States
 who  lave  offered  themselves  as  volunteers  for  the  war

 with  Spain  have  been  rejected  as  "unfit  for  ssrvice”  Tha
 reason  given  by  one  of  the  army  examining  physicians
 is  that  of  those  rejected  ninety  peor  cent  have  injurey
 their  constitution,  and  impaired  the  heart’s  action  soleld
 hy  the  habit  of  smokingi  The  excessive  nso  of  tobacco
 is  the  dreadful  fact  which  bas  keptback,  many  young
 men  who  ware  ready  and  eager  to  serve  their  country.
 How  many  look  upon  the  cigaret  as  harmless.  Here
 is  an  illustration  of  the  way  of  its  working.

 Likewise  thonsands  of  young  men  are  "nnfit  for  the  ser-

 vice'of  the  King  of  K  How  many  are  unflt  to  take  their
 part  by  reason  of  some  foolish  habit  which  they  have  lightly

 permited  to  enslave  tham.  If  what  many  allow  as  not  ob-
 jectionable  in  a  man's  character  renders  them  unfit  for  ser-

 Vice  in  this  war  against  wrong,  canit  be  looked  upon  a  liltle

 thing.  Itis  “the  little  foxes  that  spoil  tle  grapes’ ———
 of  Sirong Printed  at  the  Pres
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