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Message

On the occasion of the commemoration of the 76th birth anniversary of the
late Mr. Appapillai Amirthalingam may [ join in paying an Honourable
tribute to the memory of an Honourable fellow member of parliament
whom I had the pleasure and honour of knowing for over forty years. In
July 1960 the Sri Lanka Parliament had as its representatives from the
northen province distinguished and honourable members of the caliber of
Honourable Chelvanayagam. Honourable Alfred Thuriappa, Honourable
Amirthalingam,  Honourable M. Sivasithambaram, Honourable V.
Navarathnam, Honourable Dr. Naganathan, Honourable Dharmalingam,
Honourable Thurairatnam ete, and again in 1977 younger members of
caliber of Honourable V. Yogesweran, Honourable Dr. Neelan
Thiruchelvam, Honourable V. Anandasangaree, Honourable T.
Sivasithambaram, Honourable Soosaithasan, Honourable R. Sambanthan.
I can calm to have had a close relationship with all of them and have had the
highest respect and affection for them. Sadly several of these Honourable
gentlemen have been killed by the very people they represented. I frankly
do not see the rationally for those killing. Can you take the life of another
expect on the order of a properly constituted court of law? Sadly, the life of
the Honourable Amirthalingam was taken away in brutal manner on the
13th July 1989. The whole country was shocked ans saddened by this
killing. My dear friend Yogesweran, the Honourable member for Jaffna, too
lost his life while my other friend M. Sivasithambaram narrowly escape
death.

The 23rd and 24th July 1981 were sad days for me when [ witnessed the
debate in parliament as the no confidence motion against Honourable
Amirthlingam who was the leader of the opposition. | was there when two
members of parliament suggested ways of punishing of Mr. Amirthalingam
for some perceived wrong he had committed. [ was flabbergasted and could
not hold my tears watching the spectacles. In contrast, in the same year
when motion to expel the very member who moved a motion against
Honourable Amirthalingam was taken up for debate in the house on the
23rd December 1981. Honourable Amirthalingam made a moving speech
in parliament pleading with the government not to take such undemocratic
measures against a fellow member elected by the people. Honourable
Amirthalingam fought honestly and sincerely for the cause of this people
and the leader of the oppersition fearlessly against corruption and for the
protection of the democratic rights of all the people of Sri Lanka.
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May the memory of Appapillai Amirthalingam be kept alive in the heart
and minds ofall Sri Lankans.

Shelton Ranarajah
Ex. MP & Deputy Minister ol Justice
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Amirthalingam Memorial Organization
30/1B, Alwis Place, Colombo-03.
Tel : 2347721 Fax : 2384904
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