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Superwolmanised Timber

(VACUUM AND PRESSURE TREATED)

INDISPENSIBLE FOR
COMMUNICATIONS & POWER SUPPLY

Transmission and Telephone Poles

Cross Arms

Lamp and Signal Posis

Railway Sleepers

Platforms

Boardwalks

Fence Posts and railings

Level-Crossing gates efc.
SUPERWOLMANISING~—The process which adds
years to the effective life of timber. Superwolmanis-
ing is the most modern and effeciive method of wood
preservation. Provides absolute protection from the

ravages of Fungal decays, Soft and Dry Rot, White
Ant, Borer and Insect Attack.

CONSULT
SETRAC (CEYLON)
291/1, GAFFOOR BUILDING,
MAIN 8TREET,
FORT, COLOMBO 1.

JAFENA REPRESENTATIVE :
K. S. BALASINGHAM,

90, COLOMBOGAM ROAD,
JAFENA,
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Wisit
THE JAFFNA CO-OPERATIVE IT_OREI; LTD.

_ Departmental Stores — 420, Hospital Road, Jaffna—Tel. No. 438.
Wholesale & Retail Stores — 150, Hospital Road, Jaffna—Tel. No. 370.
Motor Department
Radio Department }

Service Station — 15, A Clock Tower Road, Jaffna—
Clock Tower Filling Station f Tel. No. 537. [
Maidan Filling Station J
Retail Stores
Maidan Filling Station — Kankesanthurai Road, Jaffna.
Retail Stores — 12, Main Street, Jaffna,

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS IN

Provisions, Groceries, Cigarettes, Sundry goods, Motor Spares,
Batteries, Tyres, Radios, Refrigerators, Bicycles & Petrol.

For Quality Goods — Competitive Prices — Efficient Service.
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Telephone : Telegrams ; ** Sangarbros ”’

.S, SANGARAPPILLAI & BRD.

DIRECT IMPORTERS & EXPORTERS
General Merchants, Commission Agents & Govt. Contractors
162, 164, & 166, Hospital Road,

GRAND BAZAAR, JAFFNA,

ELEPHANT BRAND
AERATED WATER

~ AVAILABLE
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Head Office :

NOS. 4 & 6, ADAMALLY BUILDINGS,
P. O. BOX 802

COLOMBO.
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KARAINAGAR . oere s Palavodal.
COLOMBO 35, Kachcheri Road,
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SHELL Paranthan
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DISTRIBUTORS OF CANNED BOTAN
e MACKEREL PIKE
Stockists : :

Sun Flame Cooker, Oven and Reform Fountain Pens
: W holesale & Retail Dealers in :

Oilmans & Provisions & Nestles Products Goods.

FILLING STATION <l
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CARNIVAL

Rev, Fr. 8. N. Aralnesan, O. M. I,

Y’ OU are perfectly free to do so—-to take

it lying down when all the world is up
and doing. You are at liberty to encase
yourself at home, yawn your head off and
kill precious nights snoring and slumberineg,
experiencing all the horrors of nightmares,
while the moon rains her silvery showers
and the rest of the folk gambol and frolic
ilgsthe fairy-land of Yarl Vinotha Carnival

9.

If at the sound of that magic word your
heart does not beat faster, your cyes do not
brighten up and you

Trip it as you go
On the light fantastic toe

you should report yourself for observation
at the nearest station, and pass your time
like Faustus cursing the stars that reigned
at thy nativity. Experts will tell you that
gloomy Saturn was in direct conjunction
with challenging Mars, that Taurus charged
into Aries, that the goddess of sleep pre-
sided in the heavens and Peguy was feeling
inspired. There is nothing Ieft for you but
to divide your life between nightmares and
day-dreams and vanish from the land of
heroes unmourned, unwept and unsung,

Patrons of carnivals cannot be sleepers
and softies. As Mark Anthony said: they
“should be made of sterner stuff”. They
need to be men of grit and iron, of brain
and brawn—in short, men of sterling quali-
ties. Here are some aids to check up your
personal fitness.

You need to be a liberal, a progressive
Liberal at that, in politics and general out-
look—not one of those die-hard Conserva-
tives. The latter’s old maxims like “Early to
bed and early to rise” are anachronisms in
this age of carnivals. You need to break
those time-old customs and prejudices : it
needs no small courage to do so.” You have
to advance and/or postpone your sleep and
dreams, change the days into nights and
nights into days; you have even to forget

the conservative meaning of the word car-
nival and bid farewell to neither fish nor
fowl.

You need to be a man of generous heart
and disposition. As they say “you must be
generous to a fauli”. You must give till it
pinches, whatever it ‘may mean, and you
are pinched ; your outlook in some stalls
may be bad, but never hopeless. Never
say die; remember Bruce and the spider.
If you have gone once on the merry-go-
round, repeat to yourself frequently ““one
good turn deserves another.”

Patience, courage, perseverance, grit—
these are qualities extolled by sages from
times immemorial. but never could they find
an adequate training ground till the dawn
of the age of carnivals. In this field of
struggle for existence only the fittest can
survive. You need to be a wrestler in the
make, a pugilist in miniature, a gate-crasher
par excellence to elbow and nose-dive your

vay through the maddening crowd’s ignoble

strife. Do not be afraid of being a leader.
If you are not born one, if you have not
achieved leadership, it will be thrust on
you during the period of carnivals. Tn
whatever queue you are, you will find fol-
lowers, enthusiastic followers, who will
range themselves behind your standard wait-
ing to be led —quo fas et gloria ducunt.

I cannot recount all the benefits that
accrue to individuals and society through
carnivals. They have their preventive and
curative sides. One thing is certain. Fewer
people will die of sun-stroke, though the
moon may claim a few more. Neurasthe-
nia will be no more a problem. Nightmares
on a rough computation will be reduced by
47%. Melancholia has never found a better
antidote. Carnivals are a social tonic. It
is time when Piccaso’s dove hovers about
bringing together friends long separated.
In the grand and serene atmosphcre of a
carnival, there is no place for such petty
things as rancour and hate. There is mirth
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and youthful jollity. The word “machan™ ing qualities—and who will doubt that you
becomes the sweetest word in the language have 7—well, thank your stars, fit yourself
and the beer-garden the very abode of the in your Sunday best, fill your pockets with
gods where enmity vanishes and friendship money and tuke your stand at the entrance

reigns supreme. of the Yarl Vinotha Carnival,
If you are convinced that you are among There where our City Fathers meet
the privileged ones who possess those sterl- Where Alfred our Mayor takes his seat.
¥

What life have you if you have not life together ?
There is no life that is not in community.
T. 8. Eliot

We must love one another or die.
W. H., Auden

AT o

A MODEL ENGLISH COURSE FOR CEYLON SCHOOLS
By N, Miranda, M. A,, Diploma in Education.

A new series of English Readers written in strict conformity with the lafest

Syllabus in English as a Second Language, issued by the Department of Education,
* Ceylon, for use in Ceylon Schools.

Highly commended by cminent educationists in the country as the Series of
Readers which will afford the beginner simple practice in acquiring ability to
speak, read and write English correctly.

The first of its kind to be published in Ceylon, based on incidents and scenes
familiar to children in Ceylon.

The Readers arc richly illustrated.

With Tllustrations
Book I—Book IT-—-Book IIi
Book TV—Book V—Book VI arc in preparation.
Each Book is accomnpanied by a Hand-book of Exercises.
KALAIVANI BOOK CENTRE, JAFFNA
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CENTRAL OFFICE OF INFORMATION PHOTOGRAPH
THE BRITISH MUSEUM

In the centre of the British Museum is the domed Reading Room of the National Library, Herc,
seating accommodation is provided for 460 readers at a time. Circular in shape, with seats
arranged in circles, radiating from the centre, where the staff have their desks, it is surrounded on

the inner walls by tiers of bookcases. There is, in addition, a smaller Reading Room, where works
of special rarity may be studied,

o
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A WORLD OF BOOKS

by Turing Penclope

']_‘HE Reading Room of the British Muse-
um, in London, is the nerve centre of

one of the Jargest and most famous libraries
in the world.

It is situated in a vast circular room, lying
bencath the central dome of the Museum,
and here scholars and research workers
come and go softly, poring over volumes
ancient and modern, simple and abstruse,
in a world which is entirely books,

A first sight the Reading Room suggests
a temple, which indeed it is-a temple of
knowledge. The dome itseif is the second
largest in Europe, 140 feet in diameter and
106 feet high, second only to the Pantheon
in Rome. On araised island in the centre
is the open “office” from which the Reading
Room stafl works, and round it are two
circles of waist-high cases containing the
great alphabetical catalogue of authors in
ponderous, calf-bound volumes. Beyond,
there are long double-sided reading desks,
with rows of numbered seats to accommo-
date 393 people, which radiate outwards to
the walls like the spokes of a wheel. The
walls themselves are lined with books, which
stretch upward to the curve of the dome
and are reached by narrow iron galleries.

But this is only the beginning of the
Library. Outside the Reading Room is the
“book stack”—catacombs of passages and
small, vault-like rooms filled with shelves for
books large and small, pamphlets, perio-
dicals, music, maps, even special shelving
for microfilm: the home of nearly six million
volumes. Beyond again is another reading
room, the North Library, kept especially for
the study of the most valuable books.

Anyone over twenty-one years of age can,
without payment, use the British Museum
Reading Room, but there are certain for-
malities to go through first. For a long
petiod of study you must obtain an appli-
cation form from the director of the Museum,
and on this you need the recommendation
of a person of standing. If the authorities
are satisfied that your application is genuine

you will receive a reader’s ticket, renewable
every twelve months.  Alternatively, you
cap get a ticket immediately for one, two or
three days by applying in person at the
Director’s office.

Once inside the Reading Room you take
a form from a box on the catalogue desk,
hunt up the name and rcference of the
book you want, enter this on the form with
the number of your chosen seat, hand it in
and return to your place till the book is
brought to you.

Your slip of paper sets in motion the ela-
borate system by which the Library is oper-
ated. The form is whisked away through a
pneumatic tube to the appropriate part of
the book stack, and presently returns, with
the book, in onc of the large wicker baskets
which travel through the Library on con-
veyor belts. You cannot take the books
away, but you can reserve them for study
day by day. An average of 340 people use
the Reading Room daily, and it is interesting
that, out of the thousands of books handled,
less than a dozen arc lost each year.

The great collection has been built up
through two hundred years, Founded mainly
by bequests, the Library, like the rest of the
Museum, had its first home in Montagu
House, Bloomsbury (later demolished), and
was opened in 1759. The existing enormous
building, partly on the original site, was
started early in the nineteenth century and
the present Reading Room was opened in
1857.  The book stack was badly damaged
by bombing during the last war when
250,000 books were destroyed, but it has
now been rebuilt to its original design.

One of the Library’s greatest acquisitions
was King George 11I’s magnificent collection,
known as ““ The Kings Library ”, which was
presented to the nation by King George V.

Under the Copyright Act a copy of every
British publication offered for sale has to be
sent to the Library, and an appreciable
amount of the Museum’s Grant in Aid is
utilised for the purchase of important or

3

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

representative foreign books. Its aim is to
house the largest collection of books in each
language to be found outside their native
countries, and to maintain this the Library
grows by one and a half miles of books
every vear.

Down the years almost every famous
writer, scholar, artist and politician has
studied in the Library: Charles Dickens,
Sir Walter Scott, Thomas Hardy, Darwin,
Disraeli, Gladstone, Irving, Millais, and
hundreds more.

The Library may be used from 9 a. m. to
5 p. m. on weekdays, but three important
points should be noted : novels are not avail-
able for the first five years after publication;
no book can be applied for after 3-30 p. m.;
the Reading Room is closed for cleaning
during the week following the first Monday
in May. (By courtesy of the office of the
High Commissioner for the United Kingdom
in Ceylon)
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h8&5
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BRILLIANTS

ORDERS ARE
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Manufacturing Jeweller & Diamond Merchant
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BRITISH OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH
ISSUED BY THE CENTRAL OFFICE OF INFORMATION, LONDON,

Inside the Reading Room of the British Museum which is used by many Commonwealth students
undergoing training in London schools and universities.
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THE COMMONWEALTH
NATIONAL LIBRARY

by H. L. White
Chief Librarian

RESEARCH and educational activity in
the great capital cities of the world,
however well provided for, depend in
greater or lesser degree on reference to na-
tional libraries, such as the British Museum
in London, the Bibliotheque Nationale in
Paris, and the Library of Congress in Wash-
ington. Canberra has such an institution
in embryo in the Commonwealth National
Library which grew directly from the Libra-
ry of the Commonwealth Parliament, cele-
brating its Jubilee in 1951 as part of the
Jubilee of the Parliament itself. During
those fifty years it has developed into a
central source of information for the Gov-
ernment and its Departments and the edu-
cational and research institutions which it
supports. This close association with a
central Government follows the pattern of
the Library of Congress at Washington, on
which the Library was modelled during the
tenure of its first Librarian, Arthur Wads-
worth, and his successor, Kenneth Binns,

Australia’s growing participation in world
alfairs makes essential ready access to de-
tailed and precise information about all
countries, including their geographical, eco-
nomic, historical and cultural background
as well as their recent development. Special
attention is given to countries with which
our future will be closely linked in the Paci-
fic and Indian oceans, including India,
China and Japan, as well as the United
States and the areas closer to Australia,
This material is equally necessary to the
interests of the Executive Departments
which run parallel with those of Parliament.
They have small and highly specialized col-
lections in charge of librarians trained in
the Library School conducted by the Na-
tional Library; but a strong central source
of information represents a major economy
for a large Government in the provision of
its reference needs.

Another service to Government relates to
the Archives—the records of departmental

business which are taken over by the
Library from 362 Departments and agencies
of the Commonwealth Government in the
seven capital cities as they cease to be in
day-to-day use. This service is a central
clement in the Government machinery for
the management of records which had be-
come a major factor in administrative cosls.
Schedules have been prepared to guide De-
partmentsin the future destruction of value-
less records and in the preservation of what
may be needed not only by the Government
itself, but by citizens wishing to establish
or protect their rights, and by students
for research of all kinds.

Government Archives are one part of the
record of the national life which the Na-
tional Library collects systematically in all
its forms—books, periodicals, newspapers,
Government publications, pictures, prints,
manuscripts, maps, moving pictures, films
and sound recordings. It is assisted by the
Copyright Act 1912, under which one copy
of all materia printed in Australia must
be lodged. It has made some notable purch-
ases, including the original journal, in his
own handwriting, of Captain Cook’s voyage
to Australia, which ranks with its Inspexi-
mus issue of Magna Carta as its most
prized original. It has also enjoyed generous
gifts from Australians and citizens of
other countries, including E A. Petherick,
Gregory Mathews, C. B. E., the Hon. Mr.
Justice Ferguson, Sir Edward Hallstrom
and Rex Nan Kivell, a New Zealander. A
special feature of its Australian work is the
copying in microfilm of all important
unique material overseas relating to Austra-
lia. This supplements and will permit the
continuation of the HISTORICAL RE-
CORDS OF AUSTRALIA, of which 34
volumes have been issued. The Library at-
tempts to make Australian publications:
widely known, both at home and abroad,
through a series of select lists which incinde
AUSTRALIAN PUBLIC AFFAIRS IN-
FORMATION SERVICE (monthly) and
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AUSTRALIAN BOOKS (annual) and full
bibliographies in the monthly LIST OF
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS and
BOOKS PUBLISHED IN AUSTRALIA,
cumulated as the ANNUAL CATALOGUE
OF AUSTRALIAN PUBLICATIONS.

A major element in the National Library
service is the provision of research collec-
tions to supplement resources elsewhere,
The intensification of research in Australia
is leading other libraries to turn increas-
ingly to the National Library for “the un-
usual book for the unusual need”, as the
Library of Congress describes this kind of
service which it has developed in America.
Scholars in all States have been encouraged
by the recent acquisition of a library of
12,000 items relating to the political, social
and economic development of the United
Kingdom and Ireland from 1650 to 1870,
when Australian libraries began to collect.
They also look forward to the development
of American civilization arising from the
Government’s decision in 1945 to dedicate
as a memorial to the late President Roose-
velt a special wing of the new National
Library building. Lending to supplement
existing resources is a special feature of the
Library’s work in documentary and educa-
tional films, of which there are about 5,000
lent at the rate of 2,000 a month to Com-

monwealth Departments and State agencies
and organizations in the States.

The Library’s collections of about 400,000
volumes, are also of importance to Com-
monwealth supported institutions for re-
search and higher education, wherever locat-
ed. The larger institutions in Canberra,
such as the Australian National University
and the Canberra University College, de-
pend on the National Library as a basic
source of reference, with consequent saving
in the cost of their library services which
are an important element in university
finance,

Within 25 years of its establishment as
the seat of Government, Canberra has seen
the development of institutions for rescarch
and learning beyond anything contemplated
by its founders. It is too early to estimate
their importance in the national life or,
indeed, their place in the life of the capital
itself. Tt was said of Washington 150 years
atter its establishment as the capital of the
United States that there a Third Secretary
has more social value than a distinguished
scientist. The institutions in Canberra,
which are already of greater relative im-
portance in Australia than are those of
Washington in the United States, may well
provide a healthier balance in the life of our
capital.

GRAND BAZAAR
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LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

by

United States Information Center-—Jaffna

r_[‘HE largest library in the United States

is the Library of Congress. It was
founded in Washington D.C. by an act of
April 24, 1800, providing “for the purchase
of such books as may be necessary for the
use of Congress” and for housing them “in
one suitable apartment in the capital”. The
Library of Congress became in fact if not
in name the national library of the United
States and one of the greatest libraries in
the world with about 196,000 new acquisi-
tions every year.

The library occupies two buildings: an
ornate Ttalian Renaissance structure (1897)
and a modern Annex of Georgia white
marbie (1939). The former with the ground
cost about $7,000,000 and the latter at a
cost of about $9,000,000 with ground. They
. cover |3 acres, contain 36 acres of floor
space and have 250 miles of book shelves.

The Library of Congress developed into
an institution unique among the learned
institutions of the world, with magnificent
collections of books, manuscripts, music,
prints and maps. It provides lectures and
concerts, legislative reference service, ser-
vice for the blind, a union catalogue and
catalogue cards for subscribing libraries and
institutions, bibliographical reference and
photo-duplication  facilities, interlibrary
loans and exhibits,

By the mid 195Cs it had a total of about
35,000,000 books, pamphlets, manuscripts,
microfilms, recordings, music, photographic
prints etc. In June 1958 the collection num-
bered more than 36,900,000 items. They
include more than 11,400,000 volumes and
pamphlets, 161,000 bound newspaper vol-
umes, 15,600,000 manuscripts, 2,300,000
maps and views, nearly 2,000,000 items of
music, more than 2,900,000 photographic
items, 104,000 phonograph recordings,
582,800 prints and reproductions, 155,000
reels and strips of microfilm, 121,800 mo-
tion-picture reels, as well as broadsides,
photostats, and posters.

Nearly 697,000 readers were served dur-
ing the fiscal year 1958. The Legislative
Reference service answered 68,879 inquiries
from Congress.

The Library of Congress is organized in
six major departments. They are the pro-
cessing, reference and administrative depart-
ments, the Law Library, the Copyright
Office, and Legislative Reference Service.
The latter is the main research and infor-
mation center for Congress. The library
maintains endowed chairs in American his-
tory, geography, music, and other fields of
knowledge, and has consultants from vari-
ous disciplines to advise on the develop-
ment of its collections.

The Rare Books Division houses more
than 200,000 volumes, ranging from mediev-
al illuminatcd manuscripts to the fine print-
ing of to-day. Itincludes in its collection
of nearly 5,400 incunabula (15th century
books). This collection contains about
4,000 illustrated books and manuscripts,
books from celebraied presses, bindings,
maps, and reference works. Extensive col-
lections of early newspapers, almanacs,
breoadsides, and documents supplement the
Rare Books Division’s remarkable collection
of early European and American printing.

The Music Division has what is probably
the largest music collection in the world in-
cluding holographs of master composers,
thousands of orchestral scores, vast holdings
in dramatic music and some 250,000
phonographic disks, cylinders, and tapes of
American folk songs.

The Law Library, the largest legal research
library maintained by the federal govern-
ment, contains nearly 850,000 volumes, in-
cluding complete collections of English and
American legal publications and an exten-
sive collection of foreign law,

The general classified collections of the
library are outstanding in bibliography, sci-
ence, history, linguistics and literature, philo-
sophy and religion, and the social sciences.
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In addition to its work for Congress, the
library aids the federal agencies by provid-
ing bibliographic compilations, reference
service, loans of books, translations, and co-
operation in inter-departmental activities,
and participates in international cultural
programs of the Government.

¥

Mr. L. Quincy Mumford serves as the 11th
Librarian of the Congress. Mr, Rutherford
D. Rogers, formerly of the New York Public
Library, has become the Chief Assistant
Librarian. The Library of Congress has
a staff of about 2,400,

THE WEST-GERMAN “NATIONAL LIBRARY "
(Deutsche Bibliothek) in Frankfurt / Main

Dr. T. M. Aver
Ambassador for the Federal Republic of Germany in Ceylon

'THE intention of the Jaffna Municipal

Council fo complete the byilding of a
¢ Jaffna Public Library ”* gives the welcome
oppertunity for reporting on the German
National Library and its long-standing tradi-
tion.

When the German Johann Gutenberg
from Mainz on the Rhine had invented (for
the Western World) around 1420 a. ¢. the
art of printing and the first book—the Bible
—was completed in 1430, soon this sensa-
tional new method of reproduction replaced
the difficult handwriting, and libraries of
printed books were collected in the leading
centres of learning and culture: by Monas-
tries and at the Royal and Ducal Residences.
The Courts as well as the old Universities
became in the 18th century the backbone of
the sciences and education, and parallel with
this development the collecting of books
for frec use, but at that time only available
for a small group of intellectuals, increased.
The revolutionary period of the 19th Cen-
tury led to the establishment of Public
Libraries of the various German States, of
which the * Prussian State Library ™ had
won, already then, world renown. But only
after the foundation of the German Reich
(1871) a German National Library (Deutsche
Bucherei) was established, a creation of the
“United Publishers and Booksellers® at
Leipzig (Saxony) in 1913, being lavishly
supported by the Government of the Reich.
Leipzig was till the end of World War 11
the publishing centre of Germany. The
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** Deutsche Bucherei ™ got the privilege of
being entitled 1o claim a copy of every
printed production whatsoever publicly pro-
duced in Germany and endeavoured to get
any other printed production published in
the German Language all the world over.
The National Library could collect within
30 years a stock of more than 2 million
books and uncounted periodicals, booklets,
pamphlets cte., being administered by learned
librarians, who won the appreciation of the
scientific and intellectual world. The books
were accessible for study and research to
Universities, all kinds of Scientific Institu-
tions and interested centres but also to
individuals (providing appropriate securites)
and its books were sent anywhere in the
world.

The increasing importance of this “Na-
tional Library” did not prevent the expand-
ing of the already existing various State
Libraries. According to the new social
conception in Europe at the end of the 19th
and beginning of the 20th Century and cor-
responding to the principles of general edu-
cation, important Municipal Public Libraries
were established all over Germany. Every
large city in Germany before World War 11
had its Public Library also with important
sections of books, periodicals and news-
papers in foreign languages and covering
every branch of learning and science, art
and entertainment. Practically every small
town also had its own Public Library, even
if disposing of German books only. Thus
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nearly 75 million volumes were registered
in these Public Libraries, notwithstanding
uncounted private libraries being run on a
commercial profit-making basis.

The destruction of more than 607, of
buildings during the last War hit the Ger-
man Public Libraries specially hard, con-
sidering the difficulties in removing the in-
flammable books into shelter. Nearly 2/3 of
the 75 million books perished. It is under-
stood that the reconstruction of housing,
industries and transport had first to be set
about.

The remainder of the “Deutsche Bucherei”
at Leipzig, being in the Soviet Occupied

Zone and not any more accessible to the 52
million Germans in the Federal Republic of
Germany (Western Germany), led already in
1946 to the creation of a similar institution
at Frankfurt, the German Library (Deutsche
Biblioihek ), corresponding to the former
Library at Leipzig and following the same
rules, privileges and receiving ample support
by the Government of the Federal Republic.

But only in April 1959 could the Federal
President open the new imposing building
of the *“* Deutsche Bucherei ™ in Frankfurt,
now West-Germany’s National Library,
which will very soon surpass the importance
of what was formerly at Leipzig.
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PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF INDIA

'[‘H}i preservation and  propagation of
1 knowledge through librarics has been
feature of the tradition of lcarning and
scholarship in this country. The accounts
of foreign travellers and pilgrims mention
libraries attached to the ancient seats of
learning at Pataliputra, Varanasi, Nalanda,
Ujjain ete, In the chronicles and travel ac-
counts of medieval India, references are
found to the library attached to the greal
College at Bihar,founded by Mahmud Gawan,
as also to the library of Gulbbadan Begum,
the daughter of Emperor Babar. Humayun,
it is said. met his death by falling from the
balcony of his library. Akbar is reported
to have had a library containing 20,000
volumes. These ancient and medieval
libraries, valuable though they were, catercd
to the requirements of only a small section
of society and they could hardly be con-
sidered instruments of popular education.

ORIGIN OF THE
MODERN LIBRARY MOVEMENT
IN INDIA

In 1808, the Bombay Governmcni pro-
posed to register libraries which were sup-
plied books published from the “Funds for
the Encouragement of Literature.” The
presidency towns of Bombay, Calcutta and
Madras had their public libraries established
by the middle of the 19th century. In the
beginning, however, these so-called public
libraries, functioning on a subscription basis,
were available only to their members, It was
only in 1903 that the reading room of the
Calcutta Library was opened to the public.
Baroda was the first among the Indian staies
to establish a network of libraries compris-
ing central fibraries, village libraries and
travelling libraries, beginning with the year
1906. This was followed by the Mitra
Mandal libraries in the Gujarati speaking
areas.

The first library association which came
into existence in 1914 was in Andhra. The
Bengal Library Association was founded in
1927, and in 1933 the Indian Library Associa-
tion came into existence. With the establish-
ment of popular ministries in the provinces
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in 1937, a vigorous drive for the setling up
of libraries under State auspices was launc-
hed. This aiso received considerable help
from the Indian adult education movement
in 1940, With the development of libraries,
the need for providing facilities for library
fraining cat e to be emphasised and library
associations and universities started offering
COUTHE S,

POST-INDEPENDENCE
DEVELOPMENTS

The passing of the Madras Library Act of
1948 and the special provision made in the
first Five Year Plan for the improvement of
library services in the country have been the
significant developments in the library move-
ment in indcpendent India. Tn 1950—1951,
there were 1,166 librarics, in the country,
of which 28 were university libraries, 774
were libraries attached to schools and colleges
and 248 public libraries. Under the first
Plan, 148 district librarics and 9 State
libraries were established. Another notable
event during this period has been the esta-
blishment of the Pilot Project Library at
Delhi—a joint venture of the Unesco and
the Government of India.

The Delivery of Books (Public Libraries)
Act enacted in 1954 provides for the free
and compulsory supply of one copy each of
all books published in India to the National
Library, Calcutta, and four other libraries in
different parts of the country for promotion
of learning and research. The Connemara
Public Library, Madras, and the Central
Library, Bombay, have been declared pub-
lic libraries for purposes of the Act.

SECOND PLAN

The second Five Year Plan envisages the
establishment of libraries in 320 districts by
1961. The district libraries, as the pivot of
the library system, will maintain a circulat-
ing book service through deposit stations
and delivery stations. BEventually each
taluk or tensil will have its own library. At
the bottom of the structure there will be the
village libraries which will be fed from
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district librarics and branch libraries Mobile
van libraries will cover villages having no
library of their own. Above the district
level, every Stare will have a Central Library

libraries at Calcuita, Bombay, Madras and
the National Central Library to be opened
in Delhi.

Information Service

which will be linked up with the national of India.
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MULK RAJ ANAND

on

“ The Mirror of Gesture*

DANCE, music, poetry and the other

rhythmic arts may aptly be compared
to the leaves of a tree. They are connected
with the branches, even uas the branches are
to the trunk, and the trunk is rooted in the
soil which feeds it. But while it is easy to
see how fertile a soil is necessary Lo sustain
the trunk, and even to observe how much
sap is coming through from the trunk to
the branches, it is not always possible to
notice why some leaves on the same branch
are green and the others brown or with-
ered.

Today we have a fairly good idea of how
intimate was the connection between the
dance and our primitive agriculture. Also,
we can trace the chain of causality which led
to the rationalisation of the highly intricate
techniques of the classical dance art in all
its complex developments, from the harvest
dance to the ritualistic stances necessary for
the recital of hymns, poems and songs to
the gods. But we have little idea of how the
classical -tradition dried up by the 19th and
20th centuries, leaving only the husks of the
rituzlistic Bharata Natyam tradition in the
temples. of Tamil Nad; a customary Katha-
kali style in the vitlages of Kerala; a localised
Maniputi style in eastern India ; and the Ka-
thak, vulgarised i1 to the nautch, in northern
and central Tndia.

The semblance of health that the four
classical styles seem to enjoy today is due, as
most people probably know, to the pioncer-
ingenergy of Balasaraswati, Gurudev Tagore,

Uday Shankar, Rukmini Devi, Menaka,
Ram Gopal and other contemporary
pioneers.

CAUSES OF DECAY

What are the reasons for the decay of the
classical dance styles ? How far is the revival
of these styles adequatc to our purpose?
That is to say, how far does this revival
afford contemporary India the substance of a
genuine and vital technique for the expres-
sion of its rhythmic needs and aspirations?
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And what is the future of dance in our coun-
try?

First of all, how did the classical dance
styles begin to decay?

As every one knows, almost all the aris
in India, including the dance, have been
byand up with the beliefs and practices ol
Hinduism for over two thousand years. Tt is
true that the first impulse in the claboration
of dance, music and song came from the
spontaneous humap desire for rhythmic
movement. And the carliest dances were
bound up with gestures of joy and fear,
evoked by the growth of a good harvest or
the failure of the rain-god to pour down
his blessings, But long before the Aryan
conquest the carlier neolithic inhabitants of
India had alrcady evolved a language of
gesture in the service of their various elabor-
ate cults. From the primitive drumbeats to
the subtle sway of the body, the head, the
arms, the hands and the feet, in imitation of
tree spirits, nature spirits and the self-con-
scious artistry of the gods, progress was
mainly dictated by religious ceremonics
Still, there was much spontaneity in the
dance as is evident from the reference in the
Rig-Veda .

As the early Vedic ceremonies were ex-
tended and amplified during the consolida-
tion of the many anthropomorphic cults into
Hinduism, the art of dance was knit together
into the fabric of the pooja ritual, and a
highly sophisticated, decorativ: technique
evolved by the priestly classes. embellished
by motifs at once sensunous and spiritual. In
the heyday of Hinduism, when the caste
system was being stabilised, th= dance was
put into the custody of certain servile sec-
tions of the community, who were attached,
in small guilds or castes, to the main tem-
ples, the community centres of that age.
By the time the Bharata Natva Shasira was
written, the classical art of dance had al-
ready attained perfection.

Th:evidenc: of early Buddhist and later
Gupta art shows that the techniques of the
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classical dance art were still vital at the time.
The lovely, rich splendour of the dance
scenes in the carved bas reliefs, the episodes
of dances in wall paintings, and the descrip-
five passages in Sanskrit plays indicate the
finest efflorescence of classical dance and the
widest acceptance of the language of gesture.

Apart [from the perfection of classical
dar.ce in the courts of the Guptas, there was
muych folk activity in the more feriile regions
of the country, where the beautiful animistic
and primitive ceremnanies, associated with the
seasons and the religious calendar, necessitat-
ed the development of kirrans and other
group dances, These folk styles were practised
side by side with the magical, spellbinding
and exorcistic dances of the primitive tribes,
who formed compact groups, ancient peoples
who kept their integral patterns of culture in-
tact and confined. The vast variety of races
and peoples, who mingled together in the sub-
continet, gave to each other freely the in-
fluences of their individual and group tech-
nigues ; and the ferment created by this ming-
ling helped to bring about a certain romantic
exuberance which is responsible for the exis-
tence today in our midst of strong folk tradi-
tions.

As codification always follows the arrival
of a static tradition, the grammarians’ at-
tempt to record the mudras and bhavas of
dance art also seems o show the beginnings
of the process of decay. For skill in India
has a'ways been heveditary, and the tradition
of creative arts has been kept alive from
father to son by mnemonic repetition or
memory. The composition of a code ora
text was @ much later process and probably
happened when everything had become custo-
mary and the conventions were unalterably
fixed.

So, even prior to the puranic age, in
which codification became the supreme occu-
pation of the priest, the main religions, Bud-
dhism and Hinduism seem already to have
been in decline. The freshness of the first
impact of Dravidian thought on the minds
of the later Aryan, Hun, Kushan and other
conquerors, scems lost in a caste-ridden
special order, dominated by the pundits,
who were the custodians of the gods. The
sub-castes and guilds of artisans, craftsmen,
courtesans and dancers begin to be consid-
ered as vagabonds, the lowest of the human
species, And the techniques they practised

were looked down upon and only tolerated
to the extent to which they could provide
entertainment for marriage, birth and initi-
ation cercmonies.

The mediaeval renaissance in Hinduism
split the old Vedic religion, based on a wor-
ship of many goods, into the three schools of
brahminical theism: Vaishnavism, which
considers Vishnu the supreme incarnation,
Saivaism, which honouis Siva as the ultimate
deity, and Saktism, which regards Sakti or
Kali, the consortof Siva, as the divine Mother.
Through the fervour created by the various
relormers of these churches, the psychology
of ritualistic practice began to be revised,
and many of the low-caste craftsmen, actors,
and dancers were again exalted sufficiently to
be admitted into the temples. The devadasis,
who were the hereditary custodians of the
Bharata Natyam style, were perpetuated
during this phase of the revival.

PETRIFIED TRADITION

But the impulse which inspired Nriti, the
Vedic dancer, had already lapsed, and the
padams of the Krishna cult and the hymns to
Siva even lacked the genuine quality of belief,
The mechanical repetition of dance jargon
became habitual, and the great classical tradi-
tion petrified into the frozen, lifeless gestures
of the temple girls, trained exclusively to be
slaves attached to the shrine,

It was only when the pioneer critics and
interpreters of native culture like Havell,
Coomaraswamy and Tagore linked up the
need for renascent efforts in the arts with
the struggle for national liberation that the
contumely of the Imperialists was, to some
extent, countsred, and the Indian imitators
of the British began to concede the existence
of a long surviving tradition in the arts. But
the sclf-conscious national Ieadership was
too busy in the struggle for political emanci-
pation o devote itself vigilantly to the pro-
blems of the revival of the ancient tradition
of the arts, which has been going on for the
last 50 years or so.

So that, when we ask how far the revival
is adequate to our purposes, the answer is:
it not only falls far short of our real aspira-
tions, but is, in fact, largely oblivious of
our genuine human needs and interests.

There is no denving the obvious fact that
the efforts to renew traditional styles of the
classical dance were highly salutary and ab-
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solutely essential for the development of a
contemporary awareness of the values of this
art. But to get bogged down in the revival
of the classical tradition, and consider it the
be-all and end-all of our aspirations, is io
violate the very urges which inspire us to
consider dunce as an important process of
our life-impulse and essential for the renewal
of our consciousncss.

In the matter of the arts it is clear that the
people born in the 20th century cannot live
for long in the once vital but now dead aura
of the 4th century, A. D. The arts zre, of
course, in the terms of our original simile,
like the leaves of a tree, only ultimately re-
flecting, through a very complex process of
correlation, the kinship with the soil which
feeds the roots. But they do reflect the facts
of cach social period. The tender lyricism
which inspired the craftsmen of Ajanta to
paint the delicately graceful pictwe of the
Bodhisattva Padmapani in cave No. 1, cer-
tainly did not inspire the non-Buddhist mem-
ber of the coterie from Bengal who copied
this wall painting. Nor was it part of the
awareness ol the patron, Lady Herringhan,
who commissioned the copies in the name of
fine art, in the contemporary European sense.

Similarly, while the young ladies of our
middle class may cultivate, withinfinite grace,
exactitude and authenticity. the Bharata
Natyam style, they are not likely to feel the
same degree of intensity in their interpreta-
tions of the hymns to Siva from within the
orbit of their schooling in the perverse
Brifish-Indian educational system of our
country. At best, they can copy the mudras
and the dhavas ordained in the Bharata Nafya
Shastra, or taught by their tradition-bound
teachers, without feeling the emotional alli-
ance with the old Saivite religion necessary
for genuine expression, through technique,
of that particular religious belief. And what
is true of Bharata Natyam, is more or less
true of all the four ancient classical styles.

FUTURE OF DANCE

What, then, is the future of the dance in
India ? 1 believe the direction has been indi-
cated already by the pioneer, Uday Shankar,
who established in his centre at Almora, be-
fore the war, a curriculum in which basic
training in the classical techniques was
insisted upon only as a primary pre-condition
of an all-round development, but in which
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the knowledge of modern choreography and
stage-craft was also prescribed as an import-
ant ingredient.

Shankar had imbibed the influence of Kurt
Jooss, Martha Graham and other contem-
porary European dancers to some extent.
And he experimented in the absorption of
much free movement, apart from decor,
lighting and production values, in a few of
his own creations, such as the “Labour and
Machinery ™ ballet. The late Madame
Menaka, Shanti Bhardhan, Yogin Lesai,
Krishna Kutty have made further experi-
ments in synthesising modern choreography
with the folk, Kathak, Manipuri and Katha-
kali dance-drama style.

This is not the place to estimate the
achievement of all these choreographers.
What we have to record is that the direction
of the new dances is towards the synthesis of
Western and Indian techniques for the ex-
pression of contemporary f{eelings, in our
secular democracy, and it is in that direction
that the future lies. The Zadia Immortal of
the Indian People’s Theatre, Jai Somna:h
of Indian National Theatre, the Manushya
of Mrinalini Sarabhai, the Lila Ram of New
Stage, the bailets Birth of Urvashi, The Boon
and Trivsph of Life of the Nritya Darpana,
and the puppet Ramayona of the Litile
Ballet Troupe, have already shown how suc-
cessfully the ancient tradition ol dance can
be developed to suit the thirst for spiritual
and physical self-awarencss of our people

The prospects of a Pre-Raphaelite revi-

~valism of the classical dance styles of India

are dim, even as the sentimental revivalism
of the Bengali school of painters died an
inglorious death. For, revivalism is not re-
naissance. Those conservatives and frighten-
ed patrons of the arts who wish, uncon-
sciously, to revive in the new India the
glories of the imperial Guptas, must under-
stand that it is not the decorative impulse of
their tired minds, seeking relaxation in
escapist faptasies, that is going to dictate
the futurc of this art, but the need of all
our peoples to dance, which means to live
fully. Tor, rhythmic movement is a source
of the whole life-process, and the basis of
that dignity and poise of the soul and the
body in the flux of human life, which is so
beautifully symbolised in the dance of Siva
in the circle of fire,
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Thirupurasundari Cumarasamy,
the Jaffna danseusce,
in abhinava expressing  admiration *

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

BHARATA NATYAM

Kalaipulavar K, NAVARATNAM

[ ANCING was a hereditary art in India

and was practised by a particular caste.
Tt had its reles, restrictions and conventions
and the exponents were expected to lead a
religiously dedicated life. = It formed an
adjunct of temple rituals and worship, Be-
cause of its artistic nature and erotic ten-
dencics, it gradually lost ifs pristine purity
and was treated with contempt by the
puritanic type of people. It cannot be
denied that dancing can reach unsuspect-
ed heights of emotional experience and also
descend to depths of sensuous degradation.
[t all depends on the culture and outlook of
the person who takes to it.

Bharata Natyam is now being much
advertised and it has become a fashion to
talk about it., Fortunately, it is frying to
regain its original dignity and the taboo
which was attached to it has disappeared.
But yet its spiritual basis and purpose is not
much cared for. 1t is a unique cultural
heritage of the Tamils, and its revival, there-
fore, should be hailed with joy and satis-
faction by all those who are interested in the
revival of our traditional arts and culture.
A knowledge of its history, technigue and
aesthetic value, certainly will be very useful
to the public intelligently to appreciate a
dance performance.

BHARATA NATYA SASTRA

Bharata Natya, the dance par ex-ellence
of South India, is the most ancient Hindu
dance of India. It is based on the text
known as Bharata Natya Sastra. This is
the only form of dance in India which is
solely based on an authoritative text. [t is
a highly specialized art with a traditional
background of religious culture. For many
centuries it was performed only by certain
caste groups known as nattuvans,

There are a lot of similarities in the des-
cription of dance forms found in the Tamil
classic Silappadikaram and the Bharata
Natya Sastra. The Silappadikaram of Ilan-
govadikal belongs to the 2nd century A. D.
It contains detailed information about the

music and dance of the ancient Tamils of
1800 years ago. It deals with vocal and in-
strumental music—flute, yarl and mridanga,
and with the science and art of dancing and
expression (abhinaya).

The age of the Bharaia Natya Sasira is not
yet definitely fixed. The dates assigned by the
scholars vary from 2ad century B, C., to 5th
century A. ID. Majority of scholars place it
after the 2nd century A. D., which if accepted
places it later than Silappadikaram. What-
ever may be the date, one thing is certain,
that the dance forms of Bharata Natya Sastra
and Silappadikaram suggest a common
origin for Rharata Natyam which may be
traced to the Nataka literature and culture
of the ancient Tamils. The commentator of
Silappadikaram, Adiyarku Nallar, mentions
about 19 Tamil books on music and dance
which are now not in existence. Abninaya
Darpana of Nandikeswara (Mirror of Ges-
tures} may be taken second in importance
to Bharata Natya Sastra,

QUALIFICATIONS FOR A DANCER

According to Hindu cultural tradition all
are not considered fit 1o study and praciise
the fine arts. Books on dancing outline the
qualifications required for a student to learn
the art. The Abhinaya Darpana gives the
following as the qualifications required: “*She
should be slender-bodied, beautiful, young,
self-confident, witty, pleasing, knowing well
when to begin and when to stop, having
large eyes, able to perform in accompani-
ment of vocal and instrumental music, and
to observe the proper time-beats, having
splendid dresses and possessing a happy
countenance. Agility, steadiness, rekha,
practice in bhramari movement, the glancing
eye, endurance, memory, devotion to her art,
clear speech, good singing powers, these ten
are the essential qualities of a danciug girl.”

NRITA, NRITYA, NATYA,

Bharata Natya has three aspects: Nrita,
Nritya and Natya. The dance which does
not express mood or bhava by means of

15

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

abhinaya (gestures) is called Nrita. Accor-
ding to Dr. Ananda K. Coomaraswamy,
“Nrita is dancing to music but without a
definite theme.” The Alarippu, with which
every Baharata Natya performance opens,
and Jethiswaram which follows it, both fall
into this category.

The dance which suggests flavour or rasa
and mood or bhava, iscalled Nritya., Dr.
Coomaraswamy defines Nritya as follows;
“Nritya is dancing that expounds a theme
by means of explicit gestures. In Nritya
there are sentiments and moods which pro-
duce aesthetic delight.”

Natya or Nataka has some story for its
theme which is expressed in gestures. In Nat-
ya gestures, singing, costumes and moods are
fully represented.

ABHINAYA

The essential features in a dance are ges-
tures and postures. Thesc are called Abhi-
naya, and they are classified as Angika,
Vachika, Aharya and Sattwika.

Angika abhinaya is the expression through
the movements of the limbs of the bedy.
M is divided into Anga, Pratyanga and
Upanga. Anga is movements of the six
limbs; head, hands chest, sides, waist and
feet. Pratyanga includes shoulder-blades,
arms, back, belly, thighs and shanks. Upanga
includes eyes, eye-brows, eye-balls, cheeks,
nose, jaw, lips, teeth, tongue and chin.
When an anga, major limb, moves, the
pratiyanga and upanga also move. The most
important gestures are that of the head, the
hands (hasta-mudras) and the feet. The
hasta-mudras or hand gestures, play an im-
portant part in Bharata Natya and they are
of two kinds: Asamyukta or single hand
gestures and Samyukta or double hand ges-
tures.

~ Vachika abhinaya is the expression through
singing in the correct raga and thala
suitable for the occasion and theme,

Aharya abhinaya is the expression through
suitable ornaments and costumes. Painting
the face, fingers, and feet are generally fol-
lowed.

_ Sattwika abhinaya is the bodily expres-
gion of feeling.  Oue versed in Sattwika will

1o

smile, shed tears and vividly portray the
whole gamut of emotion. Abhinaya Dar-
pana delines Sattwika abhinaya thus: “Mo-
tionlessness,  perspiration, horripilation,
change of veice, trembling, change of col-
our, tears and fainting are the-eight sattwika
emotions.”

RASA AND BHAVA

Tlie purpose of allart, according to Tamil
traditions, is to create in the spectator ad
aesthetic  experience  (rasa) and moon
(bhava). Bhava is the concrete situation
and condition, for a period of time, of some
occurrence, and rasa, is the aesthetic experi-
ence of that happening or condition. It is
an abstract idea, the essence of a particular
situation in a human mind, formed with a
psychological sense of aesthetic beauty.
Every bhava possesses its regpective rasa.
Sringara rasa has Rati or love of affection
as its bhava. Veera (valour) rasa has Utsa-
ha (bravery) as its bhava, Similarly all the
nine rasas have their nine bhavas.

Aesthetic experience (rasawadana) is the
tasting of rasa, and depends mainly on the
innate and acquired sensibility of the spec-
tator and the ability of the artist to create
it in the Rasika or spectator., Each race
has suitable Ragas and Colour.

The underlying motive of Bharata Natya
is to create the experience of aesthetic pleas-
ures (Rasa) in the minds of the audience,
and when any art either dancing, painting,
sculpture or musie fails to achieve this aim,
it fails as an art and becomes a mere physi-
cal activity which expresses the artist’s clever-
ness or mechanical skill.

BHARATA NATYA PERFOBMANCE

A Bharata Natya performance consists of
Alarippu, Jethiswaram, Sabdam, Varnam
and Thillana. A dance begins with an
alarippu which is in the nature of an invo-
cation. The meaning of the term alarippu
is decoration with flowers, The dancer stands
in an erect position with feet just a little
apart and hands folded above the head. From
this she proceeds to execute numerous neck
movements, eye and hands acting harmoni-
ly. These are called rechakas. Tn one place,
semi-seated, she repeats the rechakas and
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soon after she moves to the background
with quick steps to the rhythm of tala.

Jethiswaram is the next item in which the
movements are a bit complicated. Jethis
are time-measures. The teacher behind the
dancer keeps timc: the drummer adds to
the rhythm by playing a complicated com-
bination of pleasing sounds, and the dancer
weaves out yet another sound cadence with
her feet that conforms to the tala. This
combination of sound cifects is one aspect
of the beauty of this dance form. The other
aspect of this dance is the pleasing play of
the eyes, the arch movements of the neck,
the graceful spreading out of the hands and
the fanciful rhythmic patterns of the feet,
from the simple to the complicated.

Sabdam, the next item,is an inferpreta-
rive dance to a song of erotic or religious
sentiment. There is abhinaya in it.

Varnam is the next. This is the most
interesting and diflicult item in a Bharata
Natya programme. 1t is a combination of
both Nritya and Abhinaya, and oflten lasts
very long. The background music is set to
words embodying a love sentiment and the
finale of the dancz is a climax of quick
movements and fast changing feet-patterns
to the accompaniment of a quick drum. The
second part of the Varnam is the abhinaya.
This is an claborate gesture language and of

- the dramatisation of the emotions through
eyes, face, limbs and hands. It is purely
interpretative, and the songs interpreted may
either be erotic or devotional. In abhinaya,
the dancer can reveal her skill and penius.
The songs are known as Padams, with a
dominant love sentiment, and some of them

are really exquisite musical compositions.
The songs of Muthuthandavar and Gopala-
krishna Bharati lend themselves to it and are
popular with the public.

Thillana is pure dance with intricate loot
thythm. Ttis a foreign element woven into
the existing South Indian dance programme.
In this dance are to be seen all the subtle
movements and graces of Bharata Natyam.
In the Thillana we have pure Nrita in differ-
ent talas. '

The greatest cxponent of Bharata Natyam
in modern times is Vidwan Sri Meenakshi-
sundaram Pillai of Pandanallur, South India.
In the programme of his pupils one sees a
perfect balance of Nritya and Abhinaya, and
also 4 richness and variety of expression that
on: misses in others.  The Pandanallur
dancers have religiously preserved the old
Tanjore patierns,

One word to the modern enthusiasts of
Bharata Natyam. . ulture and art, like the
fragrance of a flower, is one of the deeper
things of life. la our enthusiasm for new
things, let us not atternpt to modernise it.
We can, if necessary, modernise our social,
political and cconomic institutions to suit
the changing conditions of our physical
existence. Religion and Art belong to the
realm of the spirit and they should be
preserved in their pristine purity. Some
things of the old world are beautiful and
perfect and the best we can do to them is to
leave them untouched. Bharata Natyam
belongs to the realm of spiritual values and
it is a heritage which should be preserved
for posterity.
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AUVAIY AR

Mahes Vairamuttu

'1‘AMIL Nad in ancient times was

composed of thrce separate kingdoms
known as the Chera, Chola and Pandya
Kingdoms. These three kingdoms have vied
with one another down the ages to give us
a number of outstanding poets. The history
of these poets is so inextricably blended with
fable and mystery that we of the present day
find it difficult to appraise the real value of
the lives and works of the poets. A good
many of the compositions have apparently
been lost.

The poets of old had all the inducement
and encouragement of the kings of the
three ancient kingdoms, and literature and
art were treated very liberally by Royalty.
The kings had established in South India at
three different periods, three sangims or
colleges for the promotion of literature and
art.  These Sangams were the zealous
guardians of literary standards.

Ancient Tamil History has assigned to the
First Sangam a divine origin with Lord
Siva as President and his Son Muruga or
Skanda as a member of the Sangam. Both
deities are represented as appearing on earth
from time to time to solve literary problems
that defied the Sangams.

Auvaiyar was the first person of her sex
who lived and acquired a great reputation as
a poetess during the third sangam period.
She was the daughter of Athi and Pakavan
of Ureiyur in the Chola kingdom.

The parents of Auvaiyar were ordained by
Divine will to abandon the child Auvaiina
Chathiram in Ureiyur. When the reluctant
mother was finding it difficult to expose the
child and depart, the child is said to have
addressed the mother as follows :
“@legpest ear sivddo Gararunp Qua@pog B

afl e Bagyn Qe 55 sx'ﬁ'i.".a;n"\'r?@n—-gptlr_'. .:r)r.rlr_;r_}
1@ Biow € G aND WT T L& GI F & 6 Ul

Qesgssfn wgrrds £
which means

“Be strong in heart: Is Siva dead?
According to his gracious will,
He wrote my doom on my head
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And will he not my fate fulfil?
If famine come, not thine the case,
The burden is for Him to bear.”

The mother. on hearing the Divine Wisdom
of the child, left the place consoled.

Auvaiyar was found and brought up by a
Panan (uvemrsw), a class of singers and
musicians now extinct. She is believed to be
an incarnation of Sarasvati—Brahma’s con-
sort, who was the goddess of music, poetry
and learning. Wherever Auvaiyar went her
lips breathed piety and wisdom. She wrote
moral verses and proverbs.

The works of Auvaivar are of great beauty
and replete with great wisdom for all ages.
The Tamil child learns these poems by
heart at a very early stage of its education.
The * Attisudi * a title taken from the first
words of its dedication to Pillaiyar is arrang-
ed in the order of the Tamil Alphabet is
called ¢ The Golden Alphabet of the Tamils .

The other book of moral Aphorisms is
¢ Konrai Venthan —* Qamersn m Gai b5 6.
The third line of this poem extols the virtue
of domestic life among the four established
orders of life amongst all people as follows :

‘¢ @léveum DGV & Bevev D tosr my

“No virtue is more excellent than the
virtue of domestic life.”

The other works of Auvaiyar are Mudurai
(apgiang ), Nalvarli (5 aweuif), Kalviolukkam
(saal@Qurupssw), Asadikovai (HF5é
Qamenar), Nannutkovai (ser snr H 35T emeu)
Nanmanikovai (57 & o swfl & G &7 69 @),
Arunthamilmalai (2@ 5 &8 pom &), Tharil

sanapattu (sfleeriusg), Gnanakura-
(eprews@mer), Pandanantadi (ujsears
STE).

The first eight deal with ethics and religion.
The ninth deals with metaphysics and the
tenth is panegyric in praise of a wealthy
merchant of the name of Pandan who re-
sided at Kaveripatnam.

There is also extant under the poetess’
name a Nigandu or dictionary in verse but
it is not in general use.
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The entire work of the poetess is a classic
literary compendiom of the first magnitude
and gives delight to both young and old.
The aphorisms that are committed to me-
mory during childhood forms a sound
foundation for higher education and prove
of great practical benefit during mature
years when all feel and realise the truth and
value of them. The poems are of epigram-
matic brevity. The exquisitc sweetness of
the phrases and the cconomy of words are
the distinguishing qualities of her works.
The purity of principles and thought have
never been surpassed by any other poet.
Her works have been translated into several
languages.

Auvaiyar was a sister of Thiruvalluvar.
She was more clever and talented than her
brother. The Hindu system of moral philo-
sophy involves four questions, viz. What is
virtue and how is it to be exercised ? What
is_wealth and how is it to be acquired?
What is pleasure and how is it to be enjoyed.
What is heavenly bliss and how is it to be
obtained ?

Thiruvalluvar in his Kural has dealt with
only the first three questions in all his 1333
couplets. The fourth was not approached
by him. Auvaiyar fearing censure of her
brother’s valuable work compressed all the
four questions and answers in the following
extempore stanza:

gt Befly ofleued QuroGor g e g
eE.(r'5,5\9(._15md'\sg’é.ﬁ;"g;nfbg--—__%_ﬁ.:r;

el @ g wiemein Loy S o Bl i fE o B
afel G g Toflenw o @

which says

*To give is virtue. That which is acquir-
ed without sin i3 wealth, To constant
mutval affection of two whose tastes
agree, is Pleasure. To forsake these three
in the contemplation of the Supreme
Being, is Heavenly Bliss.”

The poetess Auvai was always proud of
her sex. When some people reviled the
character of women she is said to have re-
torted with the following, impromtu :-

tdpsiard abiar ey medee By e
T TG Fad Len g rufs—ad e
UL LR S TR T L SR O 3 Fr e o e v

wir e E Ge@dszralesy”’

which means

“All women are good, if let alone.
They are spoilt by those who rule them
And by men might a little sense be shown
But the women so befoo! them.”

It is said that the poetess worked miracles.
When the Kings Cheran, Cholan and Pandy-
an while attending the wedding of Angavai
and Sangavai requested her to produce a
palmyrah fruit out of a piece of a palmyrah
wood, she sang as follows and worked the
miracle of producing the palmyrah fruit
desired by the kings.

“Bas wen_tjenr & Cagevyin
Gamipay th Lim e 1pwigyth

Wi EGS D B L_oul g BeT it
tesmr el Ligh &6l Gev

F BB FTE s Qareht @ &
LFGFndn sngn g 5

B g S pd ol By GEen
&S B HIGHH Fov G )

LG &85 epair iy Lip i ST Bevet (B b
Lrew fh gyavor L Gin

. i
By

which reads

“Before the palace-like saloon
Umbrellas silvery as the moon

The bridegroom’s roval friends reveat
Who come with holy oil to seal

Their happy fate, whose sheltering roof
Rendered the stranger tempest-proof
But first command, my claims to show
This lifeless wood be made to grow
So let the shell-white sprout be secn
Unfold its leaves of deepening grecn
And from its fruit till ripe there fall
For each his black and ruddy ball.”

Auvaiyar had the nickname of “Kooluccu-
pardi” (gogd@iury ) or one who sang
for a meal. She earned this title on account
of the vanity of a dancing girl named
Chilambi of Ambel. She asked the poet
Kambar to compose a verse to her praise
and glory. Kamban never composed a
stanza for anyone for less than 100 pons.
But Chilambi gave 500 pons for which
Kamban seribbled these first two lines of
a stanza on the wall of her house with
charcoal and went away.

“panenfama srladl ari Gag sl T riypar
Loremr & iws FErip oair i oo ol svm ey 't
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Tmmediately Auvaiyar happened to call on
her and for a mere dish of rice completed
the stanza as follows:

o s Bovih Rery 9B 58 50 owemilayey
Qew Quep FToalu Foog ™

and satisfied the vain girl. The following
is the translation of the stanza.

“ Of rivers the best is Kaveri,
And Chola all kings surpasses,

Of lands his are the richest, and the
Comeliest of lasses

1s Silambi of Ambal and no Silambu’s
so sweet

As the golden onc soft tinkling upon
her lotus-feet. ™

Tt is stated that, by virtue of a panacea
which she discovered, the distinguished
poctess was able to prolong her existence
for a period of 240 years. She selected as
the final engagement in this world the

worship of the wise and powerful God
Pillaiyar whom she had once threatened
to curse. Pillaiyar found it necessary to
demand why she, who had never before
offered worship in a hurried manner, now
went through it quickly. She replied that
the sages Suntharamoorthy Nayapar and
Seraman Perumal Nayanar were going to
Kailasam and desired her company. But the
benignant deity Pillaiyar told her, “I’ll get
you there before they, only if you will
perform your ceremonies in  your usual
style.”  She a believing woman did so and
Pillaivar lifted her to Kailasam. Before the
sages arrived, Auvai found her way into
Kailasam. It is said according to the customs
of her time, she made the great journey Lo
Imam and died there. -

Though the poetess is dead, she will be a
Jiving force to all generations nof only in
the Tamil language but in all the languages of
the world in which her works are translated.

558 :—
it ?};l'i}gﬁmﬂ‘l‘lﬁi& ”
wan L LT LIT 6597 D

Telephone No. 303
Residence No. 235

57, Kannathiddy

Q. qid. ab. AL,V 60 @RIl e Feis
SHEHOIUMNGT BN 1on6f
DT B D@ Hulren i Semin  of HLiZest ui on i HE@HLD

V. M. M. Aboosalih Hadjiar & Sons

SOVEREIGN JEWEL HOUSE
IMPORTERS OF BRILLIANTS
FOR SOVEREIGN JEWELS AND BRILLIANTS
ORDERS ARE PROMPTLY EXECUTED

Ol @8 B 6br 1~
slwsgupan povdn 1 303
amFacgeoid ¢ 235

WITIf FILLT 63D

T’grams: *‘Hadjisons”
Jatfna

JAFFNA

20

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

YARL VINOTHA CARNIVAL

1959

OFFICE-BEARERS

Patron:
Dr. 8. Subramaniam, J. P., O. B. E.

President:

Alfred T. Durayappah
Mayor of Jaffna

Vice-Presidents:

M. Sri Khanta
Govt. Agent, Jafina

P. 8ri Skanda Rajah
District Judge, Jaffna

N. Sivagnanasunderam
Additional District Judge, Jaffna

B. G. S. David
Magistrate, Jafna

S. U. Somasegaram
Education Officer, Jaffna

Very Rev. Fr. S. N. Aralnesan, O. M. 1.
Rector, 5. P. C., Jaffna

V. M. Asaipillai
Principal, Jalfna Hindu College

o,

T, Muttusamipillai
Crown Advocate, Jaffna

M. Karthigesan ;
Superintending Fngincer, P.W.1J,, Jafina

Miss M. Thambiah
Principal Vembadi Girls” High School,
Jaffna

General Secretary:

K. V. Mylvaganam
Asst, Master, Jaffna Hindu College

Joint-Secretaries:

Dr, V. Rajalingam
M. O. H., Jatfna

K. Gunaratnam
D. R. O., Chavakachcheri

Joint- Treasurers:

A. VY. Chinniah
Municipal Commissioner, Jaflna

S. Jeganathan
Shroff, Mercantile Bank, Jaffna.

P
"

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

THE BIG GIRL

Alagu Subramaniam

MRS. Ramaswamy woke up first, smooth-
ed her hair with her hand, arranged
her saree and went to wake her husband.

“Pleasc get up,” she said. He turned
over on his side.

“ What's wrong with you today? You
always get up when 1 wake you. Don’t
forget we haven’t much time. 1 must take
Parvati to school.”’

Her husband turned over again and lay
on his back, Mrs, Ramaswamy went to the
kitchen.  Her husband got out of the bed,
went to the compound, and washed him-
self. He then shouted for his wife. Mrs.
Ramaswamy brought him his coffee and he
sat down to read the newspaper.

*“Oh, Ramaswamy,” somebody looked
over the fence and greeted the headman,
1 hear you’re sending your daughter to an
English school.” Ramaswamy put his paper
down. He was rather surprised.

“ Who is that ?” he asked.
you, Coomaraswamy ! *’

* That’s right,”

“ Oh, yes, I'm sending my daughter to a
school in town. My wife is taking her,
They both went to Keerimalai yesterday,
bathed in the holy tank and broke coconuis
for God Subramanya. All arrangements
have been made. They'll be going as soon
as I have had my morning meal. But tell
n}‘e, Coomaraswamy, how did you know
ofit?”

* Well, the whole village is talking about
it!”

“ Yes, Coomaraswamy,” said the head-
man, “I'm sending my daughter to receive
modern education and learn modern ways
for a short time.”

“Oh, it is

““But she’s of marriageable age, Rama-
swamy.”

“I know that,” said the father, °‘that’s
why I am sending her to an English school.
You know what young men want these days.

g

You see, Coomaraswamy, I want to get her
a young man with a good job, and not a
useless fellow who stands in the market-place
with a cigarettee in his mouth,”

** Perhaps you're right, but I thought you
had a nephew in Malaya who would marry
your daughter for the asking.”

“That’s true,” replied Ramaswamy,
proudly, * I have my nephew in mind ; but
he has been away for many years and has
got beyond my control, but he wiil not dare
refuse if, in addition to being my daughter,
Parvati has also a modern education. [ sup-
pose you realise my nephew is an engineer
in Malaya,”

Mrs. Ramaswamy, all this time, had been
peeping out of the kitchen, listening to the
men’s talk, She was happy when they refer-
red to her daughter’s marriage. But she did
not approve of her hushand’s nephew, Their
talk began to irritate her and she turned to
her duties in the kitchen.

As soon as Coomaraswamy had gone, the
headman called his wifc and asked her if
everything was ready.

“ Yes,” said Mrs. Ramaswamy, ** as soon
as youve had your morning meal, Parvati
and 1 will have a bite and then we’ll be
ready to start. But I really don’t know how
I’'m going to pass my days without her.”

“ Don’t exaggerate things. You'll only
frighten the girl. She’ll be coming home
for the holidays, and T've told you many
times we arc sending her only for a very
short time. If you are interested in your
daughter’s welfare, you shouldn’t create
difficulties by your foolish behaviour. You
know what young men these days want.
I mean respectable, educated young men.”

“I shan’t be foolish,” Mrs. Ramaswamy
promised, drying her tears.
* * &

Mrs. Ramaswamy and Parvati had break-
fast, gave the final touches to their packing,
and asked the carter to get ready.
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~ ** All right, Mother,” sad Subbu, * my
‘chariot” will be on the lane before you can
count ten.”

The bullocks had some difficulty in pull-
ing the cart and its occupants through the
sandy lanes. The carter had to get down
on occasions and help them by pushing the
cart by ils spokes. But, once the lanes were
crossed, they raised their heads and gal-
loped.

They drove in silence for quite a distance
until Mrs. Ramaswamy saw a bunch of
bananas at a wayside market.

*“ Stop, Subbu, turn the cart! Let us buy
that bunch of bananas and keep it. On the
way home, I should like to call on Temple
Road Rasamma. Her youngest brother,
1 hear, is a fine boy. He is a student in the
Colombo University. 1 should like to give
Rasamma a small present and be in her
good books. She and her husband are like
mother and father to the boy, since his
parents died some years ago.”

*“ What about your husband's nephew,”
asked Subbu, mischievously.

“Den’t talk rubbish, Subbu! Turn the
cart round ! ”

Mrs. Ramaswamy claborated to Subbu
on the virtues of Rasamma‘s brother until
they reached the suburbs of the town. The
bullocks put out their tongues and wetted
their mouths as they got on to the main
street of Jaffna.

* Tamarind School! Go to the Tamarind
School! ™ shouted Subbu, as he beat the
bullocks’ backs with the reins.

The cart stopped outside the school. Mrs.
Ramaswamy got down first and adjusted
her saree,

# £ %

The Lady Principal rose to receive the
visitors. When she saw Parvati, she smiled
and patted her cheeks, and then asked them
to sit down.

* How old is she ?
“ Fifteen.”
“Have you brought her birth-certificate?”

Mrs. Ramaswamy shook her head, apo-
logised and said that she did not know a
birth-certificate was necessary. '

The Principal explained to the visitors
that it was customary for the school to keep
in its files the birth-certificate or the baptis-
mal certificate of every pupil.

* As soon as | go home, I'll send for the
astrologer and ask him to give me a birth-
certificate for Parvati,” said Mrs. Rama-
swamy.

The Lady Principal smiled. The matron
now entered the office.

““ This is our matron,” said the Principal,
““she’ll take good care of Parvati. The
girls are all fond of her and call her Akka
or Matron Akka.”

The matron smoothed the girl’s hair,
“You come with me,” she said to the
visitors. ““ Miss Robinson has to take the
English lesson for the Senior Cambridge
Class in a short while. I'll do everything
for you.”

Copious tears were shed before the visit-
ors took leave of cach other. The mother
kissed her daughter on her cheeks. The
matron, knowing by experience that if she
interfered the crying would be prolonged,
turned her face away. She accompanied
them to the door, but kept a few paces
behind to give the mother a chance to
impart her fiinal confidences.

* Subbu,” said Mrs. Ramaswamy, “don’t
drive the bullocks home. I have just remem-
bered my eld friend Thangamma, wife of
advocate Sivalingam. They live somewhere
in this town; let us find out where and visit
them.”

Subbu pulled the reins.
reluctantly turned their heads.

The bullocks

*Turn the beasts, Subbu, turn the wretch-
es and let us make enquirjes.”

The carter twisted the tails of the bullocks
and kicked one of them. The cart turned
and Subbu soon located the advocate’s
residence and drove into the compound.
Thangamma peeped out of the window and
recognished her old friend, Sellachi.

*“ Oh, Sellachi !>

“ Oh, Thangamma ! **
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“ Come. Sister, come in and tell me every-
thing.”

Mrs. Ramaswamy told her friend the
reason for her visit to the town.

“Ah!” said Thangamma, *l now un-
derstand my husband’s repeated remark,
“Things are changing rapidly. Coming
all the way from Atchuvely for learning—
this would not have happened some ycars
ago.”

* We are sending Parvati to the Tama-
rind School for a shiort time so that she
may learn modern ways and become eligible
for an educated young man.””

““I guessed that,” replied her friend, “but
how old is your daughter 7

“ Fifteen.”

“Well, well, there is plenty of time to
think of her marriage,” said Mrs. Sivalin-
gam. My husband’s niece is sixteen and
she is still a student at Tamarind. Advocate
Singarayan’s daughter Sunderammal is
twenty and is in the Colombo University
reading for her B. A.”

“What are you saying, Thangamma ?
You sound so strange to me. It’s already
two years since Parvati became a °‘ big
giel?, .. .2

Mrs. Sivalingam noticed that her friend
did not approve of her views and was losing
her temper. She excused herself and went
to prepare lunch. . ..

“1 want to ask your advice about some-
thing,” said Mrs. Ramaswamy, lifting her
face from the plate of rice and curry.
“ You'll give me the right advice, won’t you,
Sister 27

*“ Of course, Sellachi! Since you’re my
best friend, I’m naturally interested in your
daughter’s welfare.”

*“You see, Thangamma, my husband has
one boy in mind and T another.”

“ Tell me about them.”

Mrs. Ramaswamy told her friend about
her husband’s nephew. And Thangamma

noticed that her friend’s eyes were getting
wet.

“ Don’t worry, Sisler,” she said, * we
women work in subtle ways., Our husbands

24

think that they decide everything. It's not
true, sister. They only carry out our plans.
They talk, we act. You must work subtly.
Don’t be a silly woman. I'm sure you're
going to win in the end. Now, this very
minute, you are going to win! You have
won ! This is your day, Sellachi!”™

Mrs. Sivalingam clapped her hands, rose
from her seat, helped Mrs. Ramaswamy to
get up, and said. “ Now, Sister, whom do
you want for your son-in-law 7"

Mrs. Ramaswamy’s face lit up. * Do you
remember Rasamma, our class-mate 7"
“Yes, of course!”

“1 would like her brother Krishnamurti
as my son-in-law. He’s a fine boy, young
and good-looking. He's a student in the
Colombo University and doing well in his
studies. I'm sure he’'ll get a good job.
Now, what do you think of my choice?”

*“ Splendid!” replied Thangamma. * A

very suitable match indeed ! ”

“Do you think my wish will be fulfilled?”’
Mrs. Ramaswamy asked, pathetically.

“Of course!” reassured Mrs. Sivalin-
gam. ‘‘ You must fight your husband un-
ceasingly in this matter. You’ll win in the
end. Remember, Sister, we wives always

win,
# £ e

It was fairly late when Mrs, Ramaswamy
and Subbu reached Atchuvely. Mrs. Rama-
swamy pecped out of the cart and looked
for the peasants returning home after their
work in the fields.

“Subbu, I don’t see any peasants. [t
must be quite late. Do hurry, Subbu, your
master will be waiting for us. We'll have
to get back and cook his dinner.”

When they reached home, Mrs, Rama-
swamy searched for her husband in the
house and in the compound, but could not
find him. She shouted for him, but there
was no answer,

* Subbu, your master is not here. Where
can he be ?”

“Don’t gei excited, Mother. Probably,
he’s at Coomaraswamy’s. He'll be back
soon, don’t get worried.”
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* Sellachi! Sellachi! ™ somebody called
from the front of the house.

Mrs. Ramaswamy rushed out of the
kitchen and, to her amazement, saw Rasam-
ma and her husband. The horse-carriage
in which they had come was waiting out-
side.  Mrs. Ramaswamy shyly arranged
her saree and greeted the visitors. When she
had got over her surprise, they exchanged
formal questions, and then the visitors
broached the subject of their call.

“ We were glad to hear you were taking
your daughter to Tamarind teday,” Rasam-
ma said,

“ I've just come back from town,” Mrs.
Ramaswamy said,

“I'm sure Parvati will grow into a
woman,” Rasamma commented,

Her husband nodded,

 8he’s very beaultiful, Sellachi.”

©Oh, yes 17 the husbaud agreed.

I must ask your pardon
Sellachi.”

* What for, Rasamma 77

“I'm sorry 1 didn’t pay you a visit whien
your daughter became a * big girl’.”

line

for something,

" Oh, don’t be a {ool, Rasamma !

Mrs, kamaswamy excused herscli, went
Lo the kitehen and quickly prepared colfee
for them. »dhe also broughi them oelel
and arecanut on a silver tray. When they
had drunk the coltfee, Kasamma's nusband
again took up the matier. Rasamma 100k
the cue and foliowed him up more elfec-
uvely.

*Qur dhobi, who is your dhobi as well,
has appreached us on a ¢ertaln matter.”

“What is it ? 7 asked Mrs. Ramaswamy,
knowing dhobis acted us malchmakers,

“Kanthan, our dhobi,” continued Rasam-
ma, “spoke highly of your daughter, and
he made us a proposal of marriage between
Parvati and my brother Krishnamurti.”

“ Well,” said Mrs. Ramaswamy, placing
her hand on her bosom. ““All I can say is
that it has been my constant wish for a long
time, and, since Parvati became a big girl,’
[’ve been praying for such a union.” 2

0y oas

“ And is that the headman’s wish, too !
the man enquired.

Mrs, Ramaswamy nodded.

“ The position 1s this,”" said Rasamma,
““ the proposal has come from you through
Kanthan. We've thought over the matter
and compared the horoscopes of the two.
We think it’s a suitable match for Krishpa.”

Mrs. Ramaswamy clapped her hands for

joy, then she bit her nails like a chiid.

 Yhere's happier news yet to come,” the
man said,

* Let me hear it,” said his hostess.

“You tell her,” the man said, looking at
his wife.

“You see, Sellachi, Krishna has passed
his final examination brilliantly and the
Government is sending him to England on
a scholarship. He intends to become a
barrister.”

“We're anxious that he should be en-
gaged 10 a nice girl before he sails for
England.”

* e8 *

kier husband’s friend, Coomaraswamy,
now came in, looking very agitated,

“ What’s the matter ! said Mrs. Rama-
sSwamy.

“ Well, when the headman came back
home this evening and was wailing lor your
retlurn, the postman broughi him a letter
which had a Mal.yan stamp on it,””

“ Evidently, it was from his nephew,”
Mrs. Ramaswamy said.

*“That’s right, it was from his nephew.
The headman expected to have good news
and he joyfully opened it, but, to his great
surprise, he found that hus ungrateful nep-
hew had written to inform him of hs en-
gagement Lo another girl. He bad agreed
to marry Broker Sunderam’s daughter.”

Coomaraswamy, who had expected Lo
bear a good deal from Mrs, Ramaswamy
in reply, was surprised to find that she had
little to say.

“ Ennay, are you there?” the voice of
the headman came automatically as the
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outer gate creaked. Mrs, Ramaswamy ran
out to greet her husband.

“ Oh, you're back !” he said.

“ A long while ago,” she replied.
been worried about you.”

e

“1*d have come earlier, but 1 was con-
sulting an astrologer about Parvati’s future.
He has consoled me. 1 sappose Coomara-
swamy has told vou everything. Youn should
never go out of your way to be decent to
people. .. .”

“Ennay’® the headman went on, “I1
think it’s all for our good. The astrologer
says that my nephew’s horoscope and Par-
vathi’s don’t match. The soothsayer also
said that Parvati had a brilliant future be-
lore her and that she would marry a young

man with a good job, good looks and «
fine disposition.”

] know somebody who fulfils all those

requirements,” interposed Mrs. Ramaswa-
my, courageously.
“Who ? ™

“ Rasamma’s brother Krishnamurti.”

“ Let me think,” replied her husband.
“Oh, yes, I remember now. You mean
Temple Road Rasamma.”

“That’s right.”

“That’s grand!™” said the headman.
“ They are good pzople, good casle. We

must keep them in mind, gradually work up
our case. You certainly have ideas....”
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"HEY. RICKSHAW WALLAH. RICKSHAW!"

Raja Proctor

HE afternoon sun burned like a solder-
ing iron and the macadam sizzled in the
heat. Raman sat on the foot-rest of his rick-
shaw mumbling through a sweat-greased
pamphlet ; shadow and light drifted across
him from the shade tree under which he sat.

**Aah I’* he cried out in annoyance as his
consciousness received the splatter of crow-
droppings on the hood.

“My rickshaw [ he protested as he tossed
aside the pamphlet and stooped for a peb-
ble. Knotty muscle and whipcord veins
flexed as he swung his arm. The swinging
arm checked itself, knotty muscle and whip-
cord veins subsided. His dark narrow eyes
lowered to slits of compassion, and thick
brown lips drew back in a smile of sympa-
thy showing betel browned gums and dis-
coloured teeth.

A callow fledgling with beating wings
struggled along a branch towards its nest
cawing plaintively. With a shake of his
head he dismissed the dreamy creep of wist-
fulness, picked up the rickshaw and padded
down the road.

He quickened his pace. Ahead of him
the medical students were jusl coming
through the gates of the General Hosgpital,
‘Medical students. . .° he clanged the bell,
his “for hire’ signal, If only he could have
found a place for his wife at the hospital ! But,
aah....!" he spat betel juice onto the
pavement, ‘her mother and the midwife were
good enough . . . . but these students, so young
so bright, so clever, so happy.. Perhaps his
son....why not?” He challenged his own
foolishness. . . .“The pamphlet said so. . ..
free edvcation; Equal opportunities for all. .!
Paper boys had become Prime Ministers!” He
argued with himself truculently.

“Rickshaw! Hey, rickshaw wallah, rick-
shaw |”

He hurried to them, laid down the shafts
and dusted the double seat,

“Masqto Coffee House !I” one said as he
stepped in.

“And quick!” said the spectacled one
with the parcel in his hand. He swung into

that easy, looping, one-speed stride which
he could keep up untiringly. He gave them
a quick glance over his shoulder ; they were
chuckling furtively, but stopped when they
caught his eye.

“Sir,” he ventured. “Sir,” he called
louder, “how long does it take to be a
doctor 77

“(io on rickshaw wallah, faster, faster!
You talk too much,” the spectacled one
nudged his {riend.

“It’s five years and five-thousand rupees,”
the other jibed, *“‘and I can’t spend itin
your rickshaw! Now get on. faster !”

They turned to each other, the rickshaw
wallah’s feet slapped rhythmically on the
Macadam,

“Sir, sir,” he tried again, but they paid
no heed and the traffic claimed his atten-
tion.

They stepped out at the coffee house, the
spectacled one airily ordered him to wait,
and severely cautioned him to guard the
parcel he left behind.

He watched and waited, cowering under
the hood of his rickshaw from the heat that
beat down from above and the reflected
heat that beat up from below. Sweat pim-
ples started to form and run down his dark
body.

“Shah ! I can’t waste my time waiting !’
he said. *l need money to-day!” he chal-
lenged to give hlmseif strength. With re-
luctant steps he moved towards the coffee
house. and hung undecided at the entrance.
One of the turbaned waiters shooed him
away.

“My fare, two masters,” he explained
with outstretched palm. Another turbaned
aristocrat joined the first waiter.

“The two students! Your fare ?” the
aristocrat slapped his fat thighs and laugh-
ed, “they left an hour ago by the back
door. Now go away.” he turned authori-
tative, “away !”

“But,” he defiantly answered their haugh-
ty airs and the cynical smile on their faces
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brought about by his loolishness, “i’ve got
the parcel! They lelt a parcel!” and he
went back to the rickshaw. The parcel was
an old shoe box with waste paper in it. His
lower lip stuck out petulantly and his
shoulders drooped as he pieked up the
shafts again. He had been cheated.

“Five years and five-thousand rupees and
they cheat me of a few annas!” he shook
his head regretting he could make no excuse
for them. Then taking a firmer grip on the
shafts moved on repeating, “Doctors,
doctors. . . .my son. .. .noe,” he shook his
head again and with a sad finality, “never a
cheat.”

The passing tramcar startled him., 1t
clattered to a stop ahead. A boy and girl,
both in their teens, with disheveled hair and
rumpled clothes, and the [risky abandon of
chiidren afier school, hailed him from the
tramcar.

“Here. . . . here, careful, slowly, slowly
he caufioned their high spirits as they
bounced into the rickshaw, “Not there,
here, here, sit here, here,” he playfully check-
ed them.

|22

“Home, home!” they shouted after him,
“You snail of a rickshaw wallah, faster,
faster I”

He knew them well, the rice merchant’s
son and daughter. Rich, oh they were very
rich, he feit honoured to rickshaw them,
and happy too.

“Children, children I he protested pleas-
antly as they prodded him on. ‘Se mis-
chievous ! Yes, of course his son would go to
school I’ He wondered how much they paid,
what they learnt, He slowed down toa
fast walk. “*Children,” he asked, “what do

you learn at school? What do you study 77

“Go on, faster! You shaky uld horse
they joined in protest at his slowing down,
“You are slower than the cows at home.”

*Children, children,” he broke into a run
protesting playfully.

12?

2
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They thought up new names for him.
The children clapped and hooted. The
gates were in sight, he sped on.

Ife wandered down the road aimlessly,
after collecting Dbis fare from the chiidren’s
mother.

“Money? T'll need money foi the mid-

wife,™
Night spread its blanket, a few stars
appeared.  He went back to the lean-to

garage and sat on the footrest of his rickshaw
and waited ; but hic was up again. My
rickshaw,” he complained against himself ;
lighting a kerosene lamp he fell to dusting,
cleaning and polishing. As he worked his
eyes glistened with the zest of work. He
muttered and murmured as he went on, ask-
ing questions and answering them, solving
his own problems. The new moon looked
down on him, he worked on. At last he
stepped back to admire the result and satis-
fied, he curled up on the foolrest and went
to sleep.

He awoke startled and bewildered, the
sound was something he had not heard be-
fore. He groped around in the darkness
and lishted the kerosene lamp. He heard
the rasping voice of the old woman and
identificd the thin wail of a new born baby
as she said, “It’s a male child, a male
child. .”

In the dim light of the kerosene lamp he
Jlooked down with shining eyes on the bright-
Iy polished rickshaw. My rickshaw,” he
he said caressing the shaft lovingly, mur-
muring, “my rickshaw..my son,” and in
that moment his heart was light and happy,
for here was something he would always
understand, somethine sclid and certain,
something that would not shame him or
anyone,

“My rickshaw,” he said, confident in the
knowledge that his son would have his
strength and be the heir to his shining
rickshaw.

¥
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THE STRAY

Percy T. Casu

Poor dog without a master,
You wistful longing beast,
Still seeking for a donor
Of hunger’s timely feast.

Were you the beast that chanted
Last night outside my door,

Who barked, and howled and panted
And scrabbled on the floor ?

Your bones seem very manv,

And clothed in nought but skin,

Of flesh you've scarcely any,

Was e'er a dog so thin?

Indeed 1 woke and grumbled

At your obnoxious din,

But see this bread I've crumbled,
Your feast may now begin.

Your life has little pleasure.

But as your tail you drum,
From Nature's hounteous treasure,
I'll offer vou a ¢runch.

Yad Nature's poor unheeded,

[{er meanest and her least,

Come here’s the thing that’s needed,
Good dog, commence vour [east.

:)E,
POEM

T. RAMANATHAN

Dear friends, the heart of youth is always spring.

There is no season for the dance,

As always, the music and the drums

Only Memory keeps the count of beats !

But, when the bravura of youth is gone,

What time-fed misery seeps

Through the roots of spring ?

Would you not turn poet then

And at the strains of music weep ?

In my heart T wished you god speed

then

I wish you now—in too few words

again,
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A THOUSAND THANKYS

_[Q‘RO.M the makeshift shop-house accom-

modation on dusty noisy Hospital Road
where our library was born to the specifical-
ly planned modern structure that is now
rising skywards in our quict breeze-swept
esplanade is indeed a long road, a measure
of the progress the public library move-
ment of Jaffna has made.

That this development has taken as long
as a quarter of a century may not speak
volumes for our civic consciousness or our
sense of social urgency. Nevertheless, the
purpose—to build a public library worthy
of our Tamil tradition—was never out of
mind. And the perspective, proud in con-
ception and grand in scope, came when Mr,
Sam A. Sabapathy was Mayor of Jafina;
and now the programme, speedy in imple-
mentation and streamlined in effect, has
come with Mr. Alfred T. Durayappah as the
present Mayor of our town.

e

This is not to mean that the venture has
been fathered only by the first citizens of
Jaffna, for the Rev. Fr. T. M. F. Long, way
out in Australia today, has never been so
far from the new library as not to give the
building a touch of the dominant persona-
lity that has always underlined his words
and deeds,

And if it is metaphorically indespensable
for our library to have a mother, that
honour goes without doubt or dispute to
Mr. T. Murugesapillai who laboured long
and hard when the going was toughest.

To these four gentlemen, therefore, the
citizens of Jaffna, if not book-lovers all over
Ceylon, are deeply indebted.

Yet this service, having come in the main
from sons of the soil, may be taken for
granted, without even ashow of gratitude, as

30

the bare duty they owe to their land and
their people. But whal can we say ol the
support and strength that have come readily
and with gladness from institutions that owe
loyalty to countries other that Lanks—the
Asia Foundation of the U.S.A., the Embas-
sies of the United Kingdom, India, the
United States, the U.S.S.R., People’s China,
Czechoslovakia, Pakistan and Canada?
Words of thanks, halting and inadequate,
may fail us; but the architectural contours
of our new library and its growing wealth of
books will not fail us as a lasting resplendent
tribute to these benefactors who have given
so freely to make our dream become real.

s
WY,

Nor should we, while thanking the wide
world for its financial and intellectual
largesse, forget others in our midst—other
Mayors and members of ihe Municipal
Coungcil, the Commissioners and members
of the staff of the Council —who, out of love
for their town, have been helping the library
to take a form that will be impressive and
a shape that will be beautiful.

Nor again can we forget the hundreds of
friends, volanteers, commercial establish-
ments and government departments that have,
during one Yarl Vinotha Carnival or other
or during all the Carsivals, rallied strong
and worked hard to make the library what
it already promises to become - the grandest
institution of its kind in Ceylon, il not in
South East Asia.

To all of them our thanks, a thousand
thanks.

K. V. MYLVAGANAM
Gen. Secrefary

M. KARIHIGESAN
Assistant Editor
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%en-u a lu @m‘{e

Chosen by ALAGU SUBRAMANIAM

in friendly Repast we plight here our Troth
Strengthened in Bond by Asia Foundation broti

PPotage Duray Super Appah
King of Soups: The Tamil Soup—Kool
English Soup : Mulligatawny
5 L i
Police Poisson
Prison Chips
#* ik B
Fillets of Plaice
K. V. Sauce
e # bl
Trincomalee Trout
Batticaloa Singing Tish
Mannar Mural
Bombay Duck
Casuarina Beach Prawns
%k ES kR
Poulet Burivani

Muttu Samba Thamby Pilau
Stuffed Turkey and Saute Potatoes

% * B
English and Swabasha Mixed Grill
with
Daba Mustard
b E3 £

Lamb Chops
Baked Beans
Mashed Potatoes

C I T
Chicken Korma and 5String Hoppers

Bhoona Gost and Chappattis
Raviolli and Spaghetti

& # *

Ladies’ Fingers and Bharata Natvam Eyes
Ege Hoppers of Excise Yeast
Omelette Sprinkled with Bankers' Gold Dust

] & *
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Long Drumsticks and Australian Peas

Poached Ege and Benda Beans on Toust
ES B %

Pallai Murugu and Popadums

Mixed Dry Vegetables and Yoghourt

Sri Dates Sivagnana Grapes

Sam Jam

Y ES B
Vitamins on Doctors” Night
% * %
Finger Bowls
of :
Palmyra FPragrance

Music by Yarl Band
Conducted by D. W. &@ D, R. O,

£ st ES
Dinner Every Night in the Ladies” Stall

QUOTES 1
Selected by Mabajana College
Alumni Association

£ * S

The cheering sound of dinner is bheard
James Boswell

£3 ¥ £
O ! wmickle is the powerful grace that lies
In herbs and plants

Shakespeare

s B £
My salad days _
When I was green in judgement

Shakespeare

[Jnless some hotness at the bottom lies
Who cares for all the colouring of the rice

sk % %
Solid pudding against empty praise

Pope

A well regulated coffee house in the nursery

of temperance, the delight of frugality and
an academy of civility

Harleian Miscellany
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QUOTES 2
Chosen by Kokuvil Hindu College
Old Students’ Association
Nature abhors a wvacuum
and so does a stomach
ES EH R
1 soup and love
the first is the best
Hn W
Neither fish nor flesh,
nor good red herring

5 i B
fellies smoother than the
creamy curd

H £ Ed

Coffee which makes the
politician  wise

and see through all things

with his half-shut eyes

For health to the Poet: In Sense and in Sound
Atagu bubra Coffee in joy doth abound
—Jatfna Collzge
Underaraduates” Union.

e e e

e

THIRUCHELVAM & CO.

Head Office : Branch Office :
272, Hospital Road Kandy Road

Jaffna Kilinochchi
Phone No. 561 :

AGENTS

“NUFFIELD” Universal Agricultural Tractors “ROMKE"
Ploughs & I'mplements

“ALCON?™ Portable Irrigation Water Pumps and

Accessories

“DEXION” Slotted Angles and Panels

“HUMBER” Cycles, “PYE” Radio Sets, Mains and
Battery, NSU motor Cycles

MERCHANTS
Guns and Cartridges, Electrical Goods and Applhiances,
Cycle Accessories, Industrial and Marine Diezel Engines
and Accessories, Domestic and Irrigation Electric Pumps
Etc.
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YARL VINOTHA CARNIVAL

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Alfred T. Durayappah, Mayor
K. V. Mylvaganam

Dr, V. Rajalingam

K. Gunaratnam

A. V. Chinniah

S. Jeganathan

B. G. S. David

V. 5. Muttumani

E. C. Rose

P, B, Sittampalam

Mts. B. G. 8. David

Mrs. R. Chelvaratnam
Alagu Subramaniam

M. Karthigesan

Dr. G. Jeremiah

P. Nadesan

Dr. V. T. Pasupathy

R. T. Chelliah

D. W. Chelvaratnam

V. C. CanagaRetnam

V. Sathianathan

Dr. S. Rasasooriar

T. Balasanthiran

K. Sornalingam

N. Thambyratnam, Deputy Mayor
S. Rajuratnam

Alfred Swampillai, M. M. C.
Senator G. Nalliah .
P. Casipillai .
K. Thuraisingam &
S. 8. Navaratnam

Hadji V. M. M, Aboosalih
A. ViSLlle‘!dthdn o
A, Joseph s
S. Nadarajah &
A. Thurairajasingam
A. I. Casipillai

Quazi M.AM.M. Sultan 5
R. C, Manmatharayan ,,

RAFFLE COMMITTEE

M. Karthigesan, Chairman
V. Sathianathan, Sccretary
Antony St. George

R. Sivagnanasothy

S. Jeganathan

Mudlr. C. Muttuthamby
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C. 8. Namasivaya Chettiyar
S. R. Kanaganayvagam

V. Navaratnarajah

C. Sabaratnam

Captain 8. Tharmaratnam
Miss M. Elias

C. Ragunathan

W. Mather

Anton R. Joseph

BROCHURE,
PRESS AND PUBLICITY COMMIITEL

Alagu Subramaniam, Chairman
M. Karthigesan, Secretary
Very Rev. Fr. 8. N. Arulnesan, O. M. L.
Mudlr. C. Muttuthamby
Dr. K, C. Shanmugaratnam
A. E, Tamber
N. Thambyratnam
J. V. Kiruparaj
. 8. Kularatnam
K. Nagaratnam
K. Rajasundram
R. Subramaniam
5. K. Mahalingam
A, Saverimuttu
K. MNavaratnam
Victor Rajaratnam
S. Ariaratpam
Marcus J, Thambiah
Dr, K. Murugesapillai

MUSIC AND DRAMA COMMITTEE

Kalai Arasu K. Chornalingam, Chairman
N. Thambyratnam, Secretary
W. M. Cumaraswamy

Mudlr. C. Muthuthamby

T. Balasanthiran

S. Srinivasan

K. Selvaratnam

P. Kovinthasamy

K. Paramothayam

Dr. K. Sivagnanaratnam

A. Suppiah

A. Ramanathan

Ram Cumarasamy

8. Gnanasunderam

N. Shanmugaratnam

Brahma Sri 8. Vaideswara Sarma
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Vidvan P. S. Arumugam

Vidvan A. G. Iya Kannu Thesigar
T. Packiarajah

A. S. Ramanathan

K. Rajasundram

WELFARE COMMITTEE

Dr. V. T. Pasupathi, Chairman
R. T. Chelliah, Secretary
B. P. Joseph

T. Muthucumaru

E. J. Chandraraj

M. Kathiravelu

C. T. Solomons

J. N. Appadurai

V. C. CanagaRetnam

S, T. Paul

T. I. Abraham

N. Paramanathan

E. Mahadeva

A, Amirthalingam

J. 8. B. Selvadurai

J, M. Selvadurai

AMUSEMENTS COMMITTELE

B. G. S. David, Chairman
Dr. 8. Rasasooriar, Secretary
D. W. Chelvaratnam

S. F. Santhiapillai

S. Kathiravetpillai

N. Sivagnanasunderam
P. R. Thambyaiyah

W. M. Cumarasamy

V. Ramakrishnan

D. Sellakandu

E. Mahadeva

Miss S. Solomons

T. S. Durairajah

K. Chornalingam

Dr. C. Mylvaganam

T. Balasanthiran

T. I. Abraham

Mudlr. C. Muttuthamby
V. Navaretnarajah

A. Visuvanathan

Dr. 8. Selvarajah

R. Sivagnanasothy

Dr. I. §. Amarasingam

PLANNING COMMITTEE

M. Karthigesan
V. 8. Muthumani
A. A. Cooke

C. Nagendram

S. Sinnathamby

A. V. Nadarajah

R. Sivagurunathan
Alagu Subramaniam

S. F. Santhiapillai
Mudlr. C. Muttuthamby
A. Visuvanathan

Dr. A. V. A, Vethanayagam
H. Wijenathan

A, Joseph

A. Benedict

FINANCE COMIMITTEE

Alfred T. Durayappah, Chairman
A. V. Chinniah, Secretary

K. V. Mylvaganam

8. Rajaratnam

S. Nadarajah, M. M. C,

S. Thedchanamoorthy

Mudlr. €. Muthuthamby
Hudson Sclvarajah

Dr. V. Ragjalingam

K. Kunaratnam

S. Jeganathan

R. C. Manmatharayan, M.M.C.

DINNER & REFRESHMENT
COMMIT 'EE

Mrs. B G. 5. David, President
.+ D.W. Chelvaratnam, Secretary
. A, V. Chinni-h
.. ¥.C. CanagaRetnam
,» V. Canagasabey
., W.E.D. Mather
» P. Sittampalam
,,  C. Mylvaganam
Miss 8. Mathai
. M. Thambiah
Mrs. Raju Arulpragasam
» C. Vivekanandan
Miss L. Gnanapragasam
Mrs. St. J. Puvirajasinghe
. J. B. Rajakarier
,»» R. Allegakoen
.. R.T. Chelliah
» D). Gnanapragasam
. K. V. Saravanamuttu
. G. N. R. Nathaniel
,» B. Adhihetty
5 William Mather
,. J.T.B. Jansze
., D.J. N. Selvadurai
. 5. Balasingam
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. A Sivagnasundaram
»» G. Asirwatham

» . M. Veerasingam
» A. Villavarayan

» Y. S8, Muttumani
» M. Karthigesan

.+ B. Arulpragasam

., W.M.S. Tampoe
» Q. A.D. Mather

» 1. Vyramuttu

,  R. Arulpragasam

» (Dr.) Alfred Durayappah
» A, C. Black

., H. Selvarajah

» T. Christopher

.. V. Rajalingam

. A. A. Cooke

M. Sri Khanta

EE]
Miss P. Coomaraswamy

»» 3. Durayappah

»» 1. Durayappah
Mrs. M Thambyrajah

o o Arndt

,» Y. Arumugam

» 1. Muttucumaru
Miss K. Saravanamutiu

. J. Mann

Mis. T. Sivarajah
Mrs. K. M. Sanders
Miss Y. Muttiah
Mrs. M, Sebaratnam

NATIONAL GAMES COMMITTEE

S. Balasanthiran, Chairman
K. Gunaratnam, Secretary
D. W. Chelvaratnam

J. D. Arnold

T. Murugesapillai
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T. Sabapathipillai
T. Samuel Thambiah
S. Sri Nivasan

E. S. Thambiah

STALLS COMMITTEE

S. Nadarajah, Chairman
Hudson Selvarajah, Secretary
S. Nadarajah

A. Visuvanathan, M.M.C.

S. Rajaratnam

T. K. Rajasekaram

Mrs. Veerasingam

EXHIBITION COMMITTEE

D. W. Chelvaratnam. Chairman
V. C. CanagaRetnam, Secretary
Miss Mather

E. S. Thambiah

T. Balasanthiran

Mrs, Balasingam

W. E. D. Mather

BAR COMMITTEE

E. C. Rose, President
P. S Sittampalam, Sccretary
Dr. V. Rajalingam
K. Gunaratnam

A. V. Chinniah

8. Jeganathan

K. S. Balasingham

A. Visuvanathan

A. V. Nadarajah

A. Saverimutlu

A, M. Sebaratnam
Beck Wright

K. Swaminathan

*:

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

PROGRAMME OF AMUSEMENTS

e e e e

1. Motor Driven Merry-go-round
2. Circus
3. Children’s Merry-go-round
4. Children’s Pedal Cycle etc
5. Dare devil Motor Cyclist
(Well of Death)
6. GAMES

Casino

Tombola with Snowballs daily
Red, White & Blue—Darts
Crown & Anchor—Darts
Number Board, Lucky Seven—Darts
Ping Pong Dips

Crown & Anchor—Dice
Chinese Poker—Dice

Electric Box Ball

W heel of Fortune

Coin Throw

Hoopla

L i I

Illuminations

Carnival Contractor:

A. Paulus de Silva
Ambalangoda

A Festival of Films presented by the offices of the High
Commissioners for the United Kingdom, India, Australia and
the Soviet Embassy. News Reels, Feature Films. Cartoons,
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e

g a game of skill

1 and fill your purse

_.h_. e
Children’s voices
women’s laughter
fill the air
50 why not dare
throw the dice

throw again

and help the game

if you win there’s

game for dinner

if you lose then

books a plenty

knowledge or porridge

that’s the question

so throw again

for deuble gain
—editor.
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JAFFNA PUBLIC LIBRARY

STAFF
K. Nagaratnam
Librarian.
K. Rajasundram
Assistant Librarian.
R. Subramaniam
Supervisor, Reading Room
T. Satgunanathan
B. A. Saverimuttu

*

Refresh yourselves
with
a glass of cool beer

THE BEER GARDEN

Bar Secretary: P. S. Sittampalam

A man who goes to bed before midnight is a scoundrel
Dr. Johnson

What hath night to do with sleep
Milton

Sleep I can get nane
For thinking of my dearie
Robert Burns

If thou will ease thine heart
Of love and all ite smart
Then sleep, dear, sleep
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TO ENJOY A GOOD CUP OF TEA

1. Obtain fresh quality Tea. 200 cups of Milk Tea or 320 cups of Plain
Tea can be prepared from a pound of Tea—the difference in cost is
negligible,

2. Warm the Tea-pot before use by rinsing it with_about a cup of hot-
water.

3. For Milk Tea, use one tea spoonful for every cup required. For Tea
without milk, use onc cut tea spoonful for every cup. Add one tea
spoonful for the pot.

4. Use only freshly boiled water. Water previously boiled or which: is
continuously on the boil makes the Tea taste flat.

3. Use Tea-pot with infuser and remove infuser about five minutes after
pouring in the boiling water.  If Tea-pot with infuser is not used, strain
the Tea into another Tea-pot or container on the cxpiry of five minutes;
clse, the Tea will get over-brewed,

6. Add milk and sugar to each cup according to taste. Too much sugar
spoils the taste of Tea just as much as too much salt spoils the taste of curry.
7. To prevent Tea from acquiring foreign taste, colour and flavour, do
not use the Tea-pot for preparing anything clse.

8. To preserve lavour, store your Tea in an air-tight container, which
should be clean, dry and free of other odours
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“There's a divinity that shapes our ends
Rough - hew them how will”
—Hamlet, Act V, Sc 1, - 10}
“Tis destiny unshunnable, like death”
—Orthello, Act L1, Sc. I, 273
Cevnesnnbut, O wvain boast !
who can control his fate?”
—Orhells, Act, V, Sc. 1, 263.264

“Come fate into the list,
And champion me to the utterance !”

—Macheth, Act Il Se. 1
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“As flies to wanton boys
Are we to gods”

—King Lear, Act IV, Sc. L. 36.37
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“I have liv'd long ensugh; my way of life

Is fallen into the sear, the yellow leaf;

And that which should accompany old age,

As honour, love, obedience, troaps of friends,

1 must not look to have; but in their stead,

Curses, not loud but deep, mouth - hoaour, breath,

Which thepoorheart would fain deny,and dure not”
—Macheth, Act V', Sc. lI, 72 28

“Rumble thy beliyful! spir, fire! spout, rain!
Nor rain, wind, thunder, fire, are my daughters:
[ tax not you, you elements, with unkindness;
I never gave you kingdom, call’d you children,
You owe me no subscription: then, let fall
Your horrible pleasure: here I stand, your slave,
A poor, infirm, weak, and despis'd old man.”
—King Leay, Act I, Sc [, 13-20
“Of one that lov’d not wisely but too well:
Of one not easily jealous, but, being wrought,
Perplex’d in the extreme; of one whose hand,
Like the base Indian, threw a pearl away
Richer than all his tribe”

—Othello, Act V, Sc. 11, 4347
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Froprietor :

176, Hospital Road

‘Hureav H01)°

BEST MEALS & COFFEE BAR
COOL DRINKS, FRESH MILK, SHERBETS, SWEETS
ICE CREAM, FRESH BUTTER, ETC.

Orders Executed at Short Notice
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“ That a central free Tamil library associa-
tion be formed with the original subscribers
and others who are present at this meeting
as original members of the association.”
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Kandiahpaththar Jewel House
S K Senathirajah)
“Sri Vasam ”, 20, Goldsmiths’ Lane, Kokuvil East
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Powered Flight:
the Story
of the Century

A record of the development
of aviation and its influence
in the world since

the first flight of

the Wright brothers in 1903,

Mille Miglia

V&

1953

An account of
the famous international roud

race held annually in ftaly

Project 074

The use of radio-active
pision rings in measuring

engine wear

SEHBLL FILIS

The Shell Film Unit was founded in 1933. Its
documentary films are known throughout the
world; more than 2,000 copies of current produc-
tions are annually distributed to foreign countries;
the majority are revoiced in wup w0 u« aozen
languages.

The Shell Film Library contains films
covering not only every aspect of the oil
industry but also many subjects directly or
indirectly related to it. Above and left: Pro-
ductions. '

Shell films are loaned free of charge to
Schools, Training Colleges, Business Centres,
Scientific Societies and other Institulions on
application to :—

THE SHELL COMPANY OF CEYLON LIMITED
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For Security through Service

THE CEYLON INSURANCE CO. LTD,

for

LIFE, MOTOR, MARINE,
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION

P. S. Sittampalam,

Branch Manager,
Jaffna

The editorial and publishing offices of Yarl Vinotha Brochure are at the Jaffna
Public Library, Front Street, Jaflna. Brochure 3 is edited by Alagu Subra-
maniam and Printed & Published by St. Joseph’s Catholic Press, Main Street,
Jaffna.
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The Tyre
of the Future
for The Cars
and
Bicycles of to-day

With latest tread design of the highest

orade 1009 natural rubber and Canvas

of hi ¢h tenacity rayon cord.

BIKESTER AND SKYWAY

FOR

BICYCLES

Distribuiors in Ceylon :

TUCKERS AUTODROME

Agents:

"Phone: 496.

AUTOS LID.

JAFFNA,

Grams: “AUTOS®
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Dial: 281 Cables: * JEWELLERS**

YLLK S JEWELLERS
GOLD HOUSE

JAFFNA

THE BIGGEST MANUFACTURING
JEWELLERS, CEYLON AND INDIA

FOR

GUARANTEED - BRILLIANTS
- AND FASHIONABLE JEWELS
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