Coconat Research Board

Leaflet No. 55§

ESTATE MANAGEMENT AND PEST CONTROL

The importance of preventing pest damage needs no emphasis.
it is sometimes possible to prevent pest infestations by taking
Simple precautionary measuses which can be carried out as routine
management practices in coconut estates, These are described in
this leaflef.

The following pests are found in most coconul growing areas
and cause considerable damage to coconut: the Coconut Cater-
pillar, Nephantis sevinopa Meyr.; Termites, Odonfotermes Sp.;
the Red Weevil, Rhynchophorus ferrugineus F.; the Coconut
Scale, Aspidiosus destructor Sign.; and the Black {Rhinoceros)
Beetle, Oryctes vhinoceros 1.. The controf methods for these pests
are given in C.R.I. Advisory Leaflets 34, 35, 37, 28 and 39 res-
pectively,

The Nettle grub, Parasa lepida Cram., and Natada nararia;
the Bagworm, Psyche albipes; and the Spotted Locust, Awlarchis
mifigris; occasionally attack coconut palms and seedlings and
may be considered to be of minor importance. C.R.I. Advisory
Leaflet No. 40 gives the control methods for these pests.

Rats, bandicoots and porcupines attack seedlings; rats and
bats attack tender nuts of palms. The control methods for these
pests are indicated in Leaflet No. 29,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

X 2 P
I. REGULAR SURVEYS OF YOUNG PALMS

i. A survey of palms below 12 years of age should be
carried out regularly, about once every 4 wecks at least, by
trained labourers to detect the presence of pests in the early stages
of attack, Leaflet No. 52 gives a ‘key’ to the identification of
pests, diseases and disorders of palms. Using this key, growers
should be able to identify pests by examining the different stage
of the pests themselves and or the damage caused. When a pest
is detected it should be conmirolled as indicated in the relevant
. R. I. Advisory Leaflet. :

2. By inspecting young palms it should be pessible to spot
wounds on the trunks, peticles etc. Tar should be applied en
these wounds: this is to prevent the Red Weevil from laying itz
¢ggs on them. One application of tar may be insufficient and it
is necessary to apply tar until the wound dries up. 1If the trunks
of young palms are very large they tend to split, and the wounds
thus caused are very atiractive to the Red Weevil and special care
should be taken to tar these wounds,

3. It is necessary to ftreat all wounds caused Ly Stemn
Bleeding with Bordeaux paste as described in Leaflet No. 33,
because it is observed that Stem Bleeding on voung palms can
be followed by Red Weevil attack,

4. A census of palmas showing Black Beetle damage should
be taken as these palms are particularly susceptible o Red Weevil
sttack, ¥t is found that the Red Weevil lays eggs in the crown
region of paims attacked by the Black Bestle.

5. Biack Beetles found in the crowns of young palms should
be extracted with a metal hock.

1. REGULAR SURVEYS OF ADULT PALMS

A census of all adult palms should be taken at periodic
intervals and any pest discases and damage noted. Affected
palms should be treated as described in the Advisory Leaflets.
Palms which are bevond recovery should be out and burned.
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HI. ESTATE SANITATION AND DESTRUCTION
OF EBEREEDING GROUNDS

i. It is observed that damage by rats, bandicoots and
porcupines can be very severe on estates which have a heavy
weed growth, husk and rubbish heaps, rotiing trunks, fallen
fronds ete. These pests breed under these conditions and it is
therefore necessary to control weeds and maintain a high degree
of estate sanitation.

2. The Black Beetle breeds in (orgamic) manure beaps,
rubbish and coir dost heaps and in roiting coconut logs and
stumps. Manure heaps should be examined periodically and
the Black Beetle grubs collected and destroved.

IV. DISPOSAL OF COCONUT LOGS & STUMPS

Decaying cocomut logs apd stumps are ideal breeding
grounds for the Black Beetle.
(Continued on next page)

Reader Information Box

1. 1 have acquired { ) / not acguired ( j new
information from this leaflet (No. 50).

2. After reading this leaflet I implemented { } did
not implement (  J the recommendations contained
in the leafiet.

3. I have studied science( ) /I have mpot siudied
sciemee { ). .

-4, 1 am eangaged in agriculture ( }/ 1 am engaged
m sonie industry { iR
I am 2 male student { )/ female student ().

LA

6. My major means of livelihood is agricultuee { )

something else { ).

Any other particulars.

8 Name and saddress (If desired this information may
be omitted.)
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If cld paims are killed by using a chemical (such as “Atlas-

Tree-Killer™) each palm should be cut down as scon as the crown
has fallen and trunk disposed of before it begins to decay.

' Coconut iogs should either be turned into rafters efc. or
buined.

Coconut logs should nor be used as fence posts. Every
attempt should be made to remove and destrov coconui boles,

V. RED WEEVIL TRAPS

~ The use of the Red Weevil trap described in Leaflet No, 37
is advocated.

Prepared by the Crop Protection Division, Coconut Research
Instituie,

Reprinted: July, i978

WIIAYA FRINTERE, NEGOMBO.

DEAR READER,

(1} Please fill in the Reader Information Box
(RIB) appearing on the reverse  (2) tear it off and
{3) post the same to us either pasied on to a post-
card or inserted into a stamped envelope. In the
RIB there are aliermate words followed by blank
brackets. Please mark “ W " within the brackeis
immediately following the alternate words which
give the correct information.

Thapk vou.

Publications/Publicity Officer,
Coconui Research Board,
Bandirippuwa  Estate,
Lanuwiia.
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