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Message from the
President of JHCA - Canada

It gives me great pleasure in sending this message of £
felicitation as President of the Jaffna Hindu College {2
. Association of Canada, to the souvenir to be published to &
p ""3 mark the occasion of the centenary celebration of our Hostel. 5

s ‘ that the legacy they left behind and their contrlbutlon to the evolutionary growth of this v
: " fac111ty of great Hindu tradition and the services it rendered to.all outstation students a5
| from all over Sri Lanka will decorate the souvenir to be published in one form or
=t another to reflect its history, which we all are proud to cherish.

& Being one of the seven brothers who made this facility as our second home during our
student life from 1948 to 1974 continuously, I feel privileged and proud to be part of &5
this history. Any event at our Alma Mater, always bring the memories of the good time -4
we had at school as students. Whenever we think of our hostel life, the first thing comes
to our mind is the legendary figure, then warden of the hostel Late K.S.Subramaniam,
popularly known as KSS, a figure of authority and disciplinarian with admirable
uality of fatherly affection for the well being of the hostellers and tough management 2%
kill. He could bring in a pin drop silence whenever he walks in to the hostel premises
r in the study hall. He was ably assisted by our then Asst Warden Late Namasivayam 1
with an excellent memory power, and hostel staff Chief Cook Kandiah, and his
- assistants Madduvil Murugesu, K.Murugesu Mylvaganam, Sinnathamby, Karuppiah, &
- Banda, and Electrician Anty Singhe. All of them were part of our hostel family and
were well respected by the hostellers for the way they cared for us. g

Besides that there was a student system with prefects and motor supervisors s
" nominated by the warden to supervise the activities of the hostellers from dawn to bed 155
 time. We always started the day with a prayer and celebrated all religious events. In
- addition to food and accommodation it also provided biweekly laundry services, =
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%

mionthly barber card for hair cut and provisions for weekly oil bath on every Saturday, *
within the same boarding fee paid. i

In summary, our hostel had a great tradition of quality vegetarian food and religious
environment; one would expect of a premier Hindu institution through continuous and ﬁj
coordinated effort of the students and dedicated teachers. Let us keep this tradition %
going for every generation. :

Finally, even though we are thousands of miles away from our Alma Mater, our ¥
memories of student life are always fresh ,more and more strongly attached and united %,
with our history through our association and individually. On behalf of JHCA I wish ' ;
you all the best for a successful Centenary Celebration and many more. May god bless g

us all for a better and bright future with peace and stability. :

&% Thank you.

Pon Balendran, B.Sc.Eng., P.Eng.
President, JHCA-Canada.
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Our Hostel - A Historical Survey

An year after the founding of the Jaffna
Hindu College in 1891 a hostel was first
opened. During that time the charges for the
junior, intermediate and senior hostellers
were respectively 12 cents, 16 cents and 20
cents per day. In addition the boarders were
privileged to have free tuition from the
resident masters in the evenings and other
suitable times. Uriforturlately after about
four years the hostel ceased to exist owing to
luck of organisation and support.

K.S. Subramaniam
Our Hostel Warden _
However, in 1910, in the' regime of
G. Shiva Rau the hostel was re-established.
"The College Boarding House was opened
on 30th May 1910" states the Jaffna Hindu
College calendar published in 1910. The late
S. Veeraswamipillai was the first warden.

Some rooms to the east of the present
College Armoury were used as the hostel
during the period 1910 - 1925. Some of the
boarding masters during this period were the
late M.Sabaratnasinghe, the late
A.K.Eliathamby, and the late
V.M. Viyagesu. In 1926 the Hostel was
shifted to the Northern upstair wing which
now houses the college library. During the
period when W.A. Troupe was Principal, the
number of boarders swelled rapidly from
two score and ten to six score and then, So it
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became necessary to build a separate
Boarding - house with the least possible
delay.

In 1925 through the unceasing efforts
of the Principal, the late Nevins Selvadurai
and the late V.M. Viyagesu, two of the great
enthusiasts of the time, collection, were
raised in Malaya. Since the money collected
was inadequate, two houses were rented out
in the immediate vicinity of the College as a
temporary measure. It was here that the
junior boarders were housed under the
charge of the late K. Namasivayam.

Later on with the money available from
local collections and generous donations
(supplemented by a vote from the Hindu
College Reserve Fund) the foundations of
the present Hostel Block were laid in 1926
during the regime of W.A. Troupe. But the
buildings were completed only in 1929
during the principalship of V.R.
Venkataraman when it was formally
declared oper. by the then Governor of
Ceylon, His Excellency Sir Herbert Stanley
on 12th July.

In 1934 the "The baby boarding" was
closed down and the two hostels were
amalgamated. A.Cumaraswamy, the then
Principal abolished the system of squatting
down for meals and introduced the neater
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and more convenient facilities of a dining
hall with seating accommodation, etc.
During the late thirties electric lights and the
distribution of water through pipes with the
aid of an electric motor were made
available. Many other improvements were
also effected,

From 1945 to 1949 the upstair wing
now occupied by the library was again used
as a dormitory. From 1950 to 1954 (or 1955)
Two or three houses were rented out to
accommodate the increasing numbers in the
hostel. With the expansion in the hostel
population the need for a spacious dining
hall, a kitchen with modern amenities, an
extension to the dormitory was increasingly
felt. With the co-operation of the'
management some land was bought and
through the unceasing efforts of the present
Warden, K. S. Subramaniam, work on the
new dining hall was completed in 1954 and
in the following year the north ward
extension to the upstair wing of the
dormitory was also completed. With these
extensions the hostel again became one
single unit.

The spacious Dining Hall not only
serves the long felt need of an expanding
hostel, but also provides suitable venue for
the school or the O.B.A. to hold public
dinners, lunches etc.

Our hostel is today one of the biggest
(if not the biggest) of the school hostels in
the Peninsula, with accommodation

available for some three hundred resident
students. The meals, although strictly
vegetarian; are excellent when compared
with those provided by the other school
hostels in the North. Equally whole - some is
the discipline that is maintained by the
imposing personality and the ungrudging
kindness of our Warden, K.S. Subramaniam,
whose slogan appears to be "Well fed is well
bred".

Subramaniam could claim almost
continuous association with the hostel from
the time he was appointed Asst. Warden in
1926. Since 1934 or thereabouts he has been
Warden except for the period 1938-1943.
Among his predecessors were in the late
twenties and early thirties the late
M. Viyagesu, K.Namasivayam (until his
untimely death in 1937), Mr. T. Ramasamy
and K.V. Mylvaganam who was first Asst.
Warden and later Warden until 1933.
C. Sabaretnam, our former Principal was
Asst. Warden some time during this period.
During the period 1938-1943. Messrs
M.Sinnathamby and C. Subramaniam (who
retired later as Principal of Skanda Varodaya
College) were Wardens. K. Namasivayam
who was appointed. Asst. Warden in 1944
still continues in that capacity. During 1949-
50 A. Saravanamuttu served as Acting
Warden and Mr.M.P.Selvaratnam as Asst.
Warden.

(Reproduced with minor alterations
from "The young Hindu" 1962)
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Hostel

The College maintains a Hostel which is
strictly vegetarian. It has accommoda- tion
for 125 residents. It is under the charge of a
boarding master, subject to the control of the
Principal.

Pupils may become either weekly
boarders, returning to their homes for week-
end, or monthly boarders, returning to their
homes at the end of each term.

Boarding fees should be paid on or
before the 10" of every month for which
they are due. Under no circumstances will a
boarder, who is in arrears of boarding fees,
be kept in the Hostel.

Every boarder should have two bed-
sheets, two bed spreads, one pillow, two
pillow-cases, one dirty-linen basket, one
plate and one cup.

No money will be advanced by the
Principal to the boarders except under
special circumstances. Parents are, there
fore, advised to deposit with the Principal at
the beginning every month or term a sum of
money sufficient to cover expenses likely to
be incurred by their boys for some clothing,
travelling, pocket-money, etc.
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No pupil is allowed to go outside the
College or Hostel. premises except where
special reasons exist, in which case an exeat
signed by the boarding master should be
obtained.

Dormitory arrangements are settled
at the beginning of each term; and no pupil is
allowed during the term to change his place
without the permission of the boarding
master.

Boarders not returning to the Hostel
on the day appointed, at the beginning of
each term, are liable to a fine not exceeding
Rs. 2/-, at the discretion of the Principal.

No boarder can be withdrawn by
his parent or guardian from the hostel
without a calendar month's notice. One
month's boarding fees may be paid in lieu of
notice.

Pupils returning to the hostel after
leave of absence must report themselves to
the Principal before rejoining.

Misconduct in the hostel may entail
summary expulsion from it as well as from
the College under circumstances
particularly aggravating.
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A place in the Hostel can at no time ~ withregard to study and discipline.
be claimed as a matter of right.
All boarders should bring their
Boarders are expected to conformto  "Coupons"
all special rules laid down by the Principal

Courtesy : JHC Prospectus - 1945
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Gaueor®Bd. W QWS 2 LHnmien, SME Yiung seenewpiung  LDOTSSMLIEDLD,
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o uliseliLbE SUsspanLenD, G SSTO CUTLIS SenpayeTend GaueuorBLd. HEDEOMIEUTENTIIITED
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The History

Soon after the founding of the Jaffna
Hindu College in 1890 the idea of a hostel
originated and Accordingly it was given
practical shape.

During that time the charges for the
Junior, Intermediate and Senior hostelers
were respectively 12 1/2 cents, 16 cents and
20 cents perday. In addition, the boarders
were privileged to have free tuition from the
resident masters in the evenings and other
suitable times. Unfortunately, after some
years the hostel ceased to exist owing to lack
of organisation and support.

However, in 1910, in the regime of Mr.
G.Shiva Rau, the hostel was re-established.
"The College Boarding House was opened
on 30th May 1910," states "The Jaffna
Hindu Col. lege Calendar" published in
1910.

The present Upper Prep. and and G.C.E.
'F' Class rooms were used as the hostel
during the period 1910-1925. Some of the
boarding masters during this period were the
late M.Sabaratnasinghe, the late k. Kandiah,
the late A.K. Eliatamby and the late V.M.
Viyagesu. In 1926 the Hostel was shifted to
the northern upstair wing which is now
occupied by the library. During the period
when Mr.W.A. Troupe was Principal, the
number of boarders swelled rapidly from
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of Our Hostel

two score and ten to six score and ten. So it
was necessary to build a saparate boarding -
house as early as possible.

In 1925 through the unceasing efforts of
the Principal, Nevins Selvadurai, and V.M.
Viyagesu, two of the greatest enthusiasts of
the time, a collection was raised in Malaya.
Since the money collected was inadequate,
two houses were rented out in the immediate
vicinity of the college as a temporary
measure. It was here that the Junior boarders
were housed under the charge of the late K.
Namasivayam.

Later on with the money available from
local collections generous donations
(supplemented by a vote from the Hindu
College Reserve Fund) the foundation for
the persent Hostel Block was laid. This was
during Mr. Troupe's regime. But the
building was completed only in 1929 during
the principalship of Mr. V.R. Venkataraman
when it was formally declared open by the
then Governor of Ceylon, His Excellency
Sir Herbert Stanley.

In 1934 "the baby boarding" was closed
down and the two hostels were
amalgamated. Mr. A. Cumaraswamy, the
then Principal, abolished the system of
squatting down for meals and introduced the
neater and more convenient facilities of
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adining hall with seating accommodation,
etc., During the late thirities electric lights
and the distribution of water through pipes
with the aid of a electric motor were made
available. Many other improvements were
also effected.

From 1945 to 1949 the upstair wing, now
occupied by the library was again used as a
dormitory. From 1950 to 1954 or 56 two or
three houses were rented out to
accommodate the increasing numbers in the
hostel. With the expansion in the hostel
population the need for a spacious dining
hall, a kitchen with modern amenities, an
extension to the dormitory was in creasingly
felt. With the co-operation of the
management some land was bought and
through the unceasing efforts of the present
warden, work on the new dining hall was
completed in 1954 and in the following year
the northward extension o the upstair wing
of the dormitory was also completed. With
these extensions the hostel again became on
single unit.

The Dining Hall not only serves the long-
felt need of an expanding hostel, but also
provides a suitable venue for the school or
the O.B.A., to hold public dinners, lunches
etc.

Our Hotel is today one of the biggest (if
not the biggest) of the school hostels in the
Peninsula, with a total of some three
hundred residents. The meals, although
strictly vegetarian, are excellent when
compared with those provided by the other

Courtesy : J.H.C. Prospectus.

school hostels in the North. Equally
wholesome is the discipline that is
maintained by the imposing personality and
the ungrudging kindness of our warden,
Mr.K.S. Subramaniam, whose slogan
appears to be "Well fed is well bred".

Mr. Subramaniam could claim almost
continuous associatiion with the Hostel
from the time he was appointed Asst.
Warden in 1926. Since 1934 or thereabouts
he has been Warden except for the period
1937-1943. Among his predecessors were in
the late twenties and early thirties were the
late M. Viyagesu, K. Namasivayam (until
his untimely death in 1937). Mr. T.
Ramasamy and Mr.K.V. Mylvaganam who
was first Asst. Warden and later Warden
until1933. Mr. C. Sabaratnam, our present
Principal, was Asst.Warden for sometime
during this period. During the period 1937-
1943 Messrs. M.Sinnathamby and
C.Subramaniam (who retired recently as
Principal of Skanda Varodaya College) were
Wardens. Mr. K. Namasivayam was
appointed Asst. Warden in 1944 and
continues to serve in that capacity. During
1949-1950 Mr.M.P.Selvaratnam served as
Asst. Warden and Mr.A.Saravanamuttu as
Acting Warden.

This brief history is no doubt lacking in
several details. The editor will be pleased to
receive more information pertaining to the
history of our Hostel from our readers,
parents, old boys, past and present members
of the Staffand other well-wishers.
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In Memoriam
K. Namasivayam - Assistant Warden,
J.H.C. Hostel 1944-1970 Died 12.12.1970

En Son

I knew 'Boarding' Namasivayam at
school from his early boyhood. I remember
still the casual manner of his walk from his
home to school. That was in the twenties, a
time of deep traditionalism that denigrated
work of any kind for a student. The brighter
boys had their eyes on government jobs far
away from their homes. Young
Namasivayam, I guessed in some intuitive
way, was not of the 'vintage type' meant for
export. He was not so devoted to books as to
'social service' - they call it work experience
now-outside the classroom.

The discovery of Namasivayam was
however due to the shrewd financier of the
Hindu College Board, the late S.
Adchalingam a clever judge of character
who always hand -picked his men. He
caught this boy young and trained him in
accounts for which he had a flair. When the
College Hostel needed an assistant Mr.

Adchalingam gave away his protege as a
prize to KSS. That was in 1944 and since
then till the last beat of his stout heart
Namasivayam spent himself in the exacting
task of feeding generations of students and
teachers with a devotion difficult to
duplicate.

Accounts was his forte and the audit team
that tried to pick holes in his productions
was stunned by the sense of perfection that
pervaded his ledgers. He wrote a very well
formed hand and enjoyed a marvellous gift
of memory. Not many know that he could
write English well enough to shame his
more learned colleagues. A great lover of
sport - soccer in particular-he could rattle off
a running commentary of a classy match
played in the mid twenties with greater
precision that anyone in the team, and this
without having kicked a ball once in his life.
He was blessed with an innate capacity to
lose himself in work - it was dedicated work
for the most part. It was indeed an agreeable
bit ofirony when the Secretary of the O.B.A.
which ran the 1940 Carnival - Mr.V.Siva-
supramaniam, later a Supreme Court Judge
- imposed on him the 'fine' of a golden ring
for his magnificent contribution to the
success of the venture.
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A man of great informality, an
accommodating person, he had a hard core
in him beneath his broad, beaming smile. As
the caterer of a renowned Hostel he had to
execute 'difficult’ calls outside his normal
duties. He was patient and prepared to listen
but was a "no-nonsenser" who did not allow
himself to be pushed around by anybody.
His partnership with K.S.S. was perfect; it
was a union of opposites-the practical
idealism and the magisterial manner of the
Boarding Master complemented by the
unmatched loyalty of his lieutenant ready to
respond like a tuned violin to the trained
hand of his beloved boss. Age and
experience never destroyed his innocence.
But his shrewdness on occasions fumbled
his friends, particularly when he exploited
his shortness of hearing to dodge
embarassing tasks.

It is difficult to believe that
Namasivayam is dead. Dedicated workers,
dead to the many distractions of this world
do not die so early in a society that values

Courtsey : Young Hindu - 1970

selfless labours. He died as quietly as he
lived, waiting for the holidays to depart and
chose Moolai for his hospital to save his
friends the trouble of visiting him during his
last days.

It was "Thirukkarthigai" day - the
festival of lights; and the only light that
brightened the dark and dingy room where
he toiled with just one bulb dangling in the
middle was put out on that day. Leaving the
portals of the Vannai Sivan Temple at dusk
that day muttering unmusically
Sampanthar's thevaram that ends with
"Namachchivaya is the name of the Lord", I
ran into Music Master Manickavasagar
screaming the news. Twice blessed in the
name - it being my father's too - I was
unequal to the situation. I could only do what
they in England did when a king died.
"Namasivayam is dead, long live
Namachchivaya"! For his is the name of the
King of Kings.

EN.SON.
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Life at Jaffna Hindu College Hostel
(1958-1965)

Dr.Kasinathan Nadesan

52 years is a very very long time indeed
and that was when I first stepped into Jaffna
Hindu College. The memory of the first day
at school is still very vivid in my mind
despite five decades have already elapsed.
It was a bright sunny day with cool and
comfortable weather in January 1958
shortly after the December monsoon. I have
just moved to Jaffna from Batticaloa where
my father had been working previously. It
was my first experience in a Jaffna school,
particularly in a Hindu school, and prior to
that I was always attending Christian
schools. When I walked into the seventh
standard on that morning, naturally quite
excited and nervous, the first person that
drew my attention was Prabachandran, a
well-known classroom bully at that time.
He would perform all kinds of acrobats by
jumping from table to table adopting very
precarious postures and during the process
even had painful falls too, but such episodes
never deterred his enthusiasm to continue
with those pranks. I was to learn
subsequently that some of the painful
pleasures that he experienced not only came
from those accidental falls but also from the
canes of some of our determined and
dedicated class teachers!

But the real experience for me was
when I went to the hostel that afternoon
where I was destined to spend the next eight
long years. It was a very strange experience
indeed; never been in a hostel before, and

being the only son to my parents never
stayed away from home. First few days
were certainly difficult; wooden beds, noisy
dormitory, and some irritating characters
around. More than that the enforced
discipline, tea bell, study bell, dinner bell,
second study bell, moming bell, shower
whistle, oh God the list was endless. It took
quite some time for me to get somewhat
adjusted.

Then came the food, the vegetarian
food of course, thosai, iddly, saambaru and
the famous puttu, sambal and banana and
the associated strict regime at the dining
hall, judiciously executed by the sub
warden, late Namasivayam, very popularly
known as Karady (Bear). Had you seen him
in person then you would realise that it was
more than a nickname. He had a liking to
wait in poorly lit areas of the hostel and
there was a reason for that; many could not
see his presence. The hostel food was a
problem from the word go, and I could not
disagree from what I have heard from the
fellow hostellers about rubber thosai,
concrete puttu and kambi idiyappam. There
was a rumour that the final kitchen
sweepings contributed the major and
important ingredients for the sambaaru.
And the kingpin who was allegedly behind
that ritual was believed to be cook
Murugesu Annai, nicknamed "Kundiyar”
(please bear with me, without nicknames it
is extremely difficult to identify most of the
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hostellers and even the teachers) owing to
his short stature and over proportioned
gluteus maximus. But no one had verified
whether the allegation of "kitchen
sweepings" was really true or mere myths
carried down generations. Even otherwise
Murugesu Annai was not too popular
among the hostellers as he was a faithful
assistant of the sub-warden and ensured that
he dished out the minimum into our plates
by a very skilful and deceptive movement
of his hand, a skill that you must see to
believe it.

Before the end of the first day itself I
had already got to know a lot about our
boarding master K.S.Subramaniam
popularly known as KSS. In fact the word
KSS was very frequently chanted in the
hostel as if it was a mantra. If you want to
scare some one just mention KSS and that
was it. Already there were tales about him,
none were very encouraging, and I was
wondering whether to take my belongings
and bolt. Based on those revelations I felt as
if I had already made a big blunder and
walked into a trap and my tender mind was
working overtime how I could extricate
myself from that terrible mess. Days moved
pretty slowly indeed and then it happened
on the third day KSS master visited the
dormitory in the night; later I was to learn
that it was his frequent night patrol. He was
a tall, handsome man, dressed in white
verti, national and a shawl and with a stern
look he marched along the passages as if
conducting a military inspection. Not a hum
in the dormitory and there was an eerie
silence as if the whole world had come to an
end. But what shattered me most was a long
cane in his possession; I had never seen
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such a thing in my previous schools
managed by Nuns and Brothers. Why on
earth should he carry a cane during a night
visit after all, I wondered? ButI did not wait
for long for an answer, because soon I
realised the use of that cane and how
discipline was enforced and even
democracy was maintained. The well-
known dictum "spare the rod and spoil the
child" came to my mind only many years
later.

As time went by however, the whole
mindset changed, the hostel life became
more acceptable and pleasant. More
friends, more fun and more life and even the
advanced warning of KSS master's
approach gave a thrill, a sort of painful
pleasure. Even though KSS (please permit
me to use this abbreviation for convenience
and not with any disrespect) was a stern,
strict disciplinarian he was also a witty and
akind man with a good sense of humour. He
was a dedicated man, a gift to Jaffna Hindu
College, and with a mission to mould the
students to take responsible roles later in
their lives. I came to realise that mere
academic performance is not the only
criteria to progress in life and in fact self-
discipline was equally important if not
more for one toreally succeed in life.

KSS was very particular about personal
hygiene and he ensured everyone bathed
daily. There was an organised system with
several showers fitted for many to bathe at
the same time and appointed "motor
supervisors" who controlled the smooth
flow of the bathers by blowing a whistle. Of
course some of the motor supervisors
thought they were more than the principal




and the frequency of their whistling too
depended on who was bathing at any
particular time and if his friend ( or
favourite!) well he got extra time. In spite of
all these sophisticated arrangements, there
were a few guys who were very allergic to
water, popularly referred to as "kulikkaatha
methaikal” in Tamil. I could still recall one
chap; in fact a close friend of mine, and that
was Bala, who was virtually frightened of
water, he is more frightened of water than a
poisonous snake!

He hardly bathed and any amount of
advice, suggestions and motivation
including even threats failed to change his
determination and he held to his ground
firmly. Some how or other this information
had leaked to KSS and one morning he
walked into the hostel and ordered several
of us to carry Bala (he was a big build guy,
but a gentle giant) and to drop him into the
pit where all the dirty water collected.
Heaven, that pit was nothing but sheer hell,
pitch-black sludge, putrid odour and
decomposing gases slowly bubbling out of
it. But we were so thrilled, the command
was already given and we readily executed
it. We dropped Bala into that pit and
noxious gases were bubbling all around
Bala while he was struggling to get up. At
such a young age we never realised the
implications of our action. Finally stinking
Bala had his annual bath, in fact forced to
have a bath. But later I realised that his
reluctance was not only for water but he was
hesitant to expose his bare body to others
and was frightened that others may
"mishandle” him. Poor Bala passed away
some years ago.

So years rolled by. JHC hostel by
then had become a home away from home.
Hostel had its own traditions, values,
culture of some sort and we formed a
separate hostel community altogether.
Many sincerely felt that there is no JHC
without the hostel and one did not belong to
JHC unless he is in the hostel. Hostellers, no
doubt, had a better control of the school
events, be they sports, cultural events,
religious functions, dramas or any mischief.
KSS master used to say that even if a ship
sank in the KKS harbour JHC hostellers
would be implicated. Slowly but steadily
we got used to the discipline, the frequent
bells and food, iddly and thosai and even
saambaru. As we became progressively
seniors the fear of KSS (I mean the physical
fear) became less intense. KSS would
jokingly say, "for some this hostel is for
sayanam, snanam and poshanam and for
some only sayanam and poshanam and not
snanam"!

I remember KSS on Fridays, seated
in a classroom at 4pm to grant permission to
students who wanted to go home for the
weekends. The boys waited nervously in
the queue because their requests may be
turned down and could see some of them
going back to the hostel with tears in their
eyes. On other days after school hours he
would be lying in his usual easychair at his
home veranda across the College Road for
students to see him. I used to go to him not
very infrequently to get permission to go for
English movies that commenced at4.45pm.
I started this habitin 1961 and until I left the
school I continued to enjoy that privilege
and I cannot recall a single day where he
refused to grant me permission. It is also
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significant that I escaped from his cane
during those eight long years, which was a
sheer stroke of luck, and not that I was a
saint.

I must admit that luck really played
a big role because I also escaped from none
other than P.G.Narayana Iyer, the
mathematics teacher when I moved to the
eighth standard. No one except me escaped
his wrath. He used to close his eyes and
threw the chalk into the students and
depending on whom the chalk had landed
that student had to go to the board and do the
problem. During the entire 1959 the chalk
never fell on me in spite of his unbiased
throws and one cannot explain that
phenomena in any other way other than
sheer luck. I could recall at least two
students who urinated (of course through
fear - an involuntary act) in the classroom
while attempting to solve problems at the
board. But one good thing that happened to
me during 1959; I started learning
mathematics for the first time!

Another great teacher to remember
is Pandithar Sellathurai, affectionately
referred to as "Soosium " master. He mostly
taught Tamil and Hinduism. There was a
time when many students could not
properly pronounce the word "Hinduism"
in English and instead they pronounced it as
"Hindusium"! Sellathurai master could
never tolerate that and the chaps who said
that way received their due shares of "two
heavy slaps on the back followed by one
heavy knock on the head" in a very orderly
and rhythmic manner. Number of such
rounds depended on his mood and the
credibility of the student. He was a huge
man, and he comes to school by 7.00am the
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latest. He travelled from Sangarathai and
owing to his size he never could find entry
into the crowded buses or the famous
precariously tilted mini buses. Only way for
him was to board a bus before the office
crowd built up. It was a unique site seeing
Sellathurai master marching into the School
while the hostellers are still in the morning
study with his totally disproportioned brief
case swinging in his hand. Some of the
difficult times for Sellathurai master were
to explain an "odd" section in
"Thiruvarudpayan" and some
"Thevarams"! For example, "Varanda
kongayar ser manayit serom" is enough for
some of our guys to pester him for more
detailed explanation, a sudden desire in
Hinduism perhaps, but master would try his
level best to avoid such "fricky” areas. He
would try to say that such things are not
very important, or even challenges us as to
why we need to know all those
"unnecessary” things. But further
harassment from the students would
invariably end up with some one close to
him receiving the 2:1 ritual. Usually the
good and quiet students were made to sit at
the periphery of the class while the naughty
guys sat in the middle because Sellathurai
master's constitution would not permit him
to negotiate his anatomy through the
crowded benches that were further crowded
deliberately to prevent his reach to the
middle where all the troubles were brewing.
This frustration only led to some poor
innocent and even studious fellow sitting at
the periphery getting the punishment by

proxy.

Now all those pleasant memories '
(some are not all that pleasant though) are in




the distant past but yet they are fresh in my
mind, like the immortal songs of Jikki,
Raja, Ghandasala and Srinivasan that still
keep our soul young and happy though
these great people are no more except
Srinivasan. My sense of gratitude to KSS
master and others, my indebtedness to them
in many ways, is something very personal
to me. KSS and several other great teachers
have immensely contributed to the Jaffna
community at large. They laid the
foundation for many and ensured that
everyone succeeded in life in their chosen
field, immaterial whether they entered the
university or not. It was contrary to popular
belief then that one had to only enter the
university in order to succeed in life.

More than six decades after
independence Sri Lanka is still in a state of
uncertainty, and Jaffna in particular / has
gone through all forms of changes. I even
wonder whether our cherished value are
still there or they too had undergone
transformation with the passage of time
especially owing to the turbulent condition
that has lasted for so long. Despite all these
tragedies the Tamil community, where ever
they live, be they professionals or
otherwise, are excelling in every possible
way. One of the main reasons for this
success story is our great, dedicated
teachers who sacrificed their very lives for
the betterment of their students and guided
them to withstand the turmoils in life.

A few years ago the UK OBA
undertook to rebuild our school hostel in the
memory of KSS master that had remained
closed for years. It is a shame that this
"great home " had remained shut for so long.
I wish that the renovated hostel will once
again bring back its past glory, and the
memory of KSS master, the man so richly
endowed by God, to continue to live
through the newly constructed JHC Hostel.
There is nothing more appropriate than
naming the hostel in the name of this great
man as during his days JHC Hostel and KSS
remained inseparable.

Recounting this little bit alone had
really made me to feel very young. Space
restraint had prevented me from narrating
more. This write up in its original form was
published in the UK OBA Souvenir in 2006
when Shan was the OBA President. This
time around Shan has once again requested
me to update that article so that it could
appear again in the Jaffna JHC OBA
souvenir to be published shortly. I was told
that the proposed souvenir too is to
commemorate the JHC Hostel and I have no
doubt that I am more than competent to
write about the hostel life. I need not
emphasise that I am really thrilled about the
suggestion and my many thanks to Shan for
that. I wish you all the very best and hope
this great institution would continue to
serve the needs of our people.
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Reminiscences of Hostel Life
at Jaffna Hindu College

S.Nallanathan

Jaffna Hindu College and several
other colleges in Jaffua Town and its
outskirts catered to students who had the
means to pursue higher education. English
was the medium of education at
these seats of learning as was the case at the
University College of Ceylon, presently,
University of Sri Lanka. Most students from
the islands surrounding the peninsula
preferred Jaffna Hindu College to others.
Like my father and uncles before me, 1 too,
was admitted to Jaffna Hindu College, in
January of 1940, after an viva voce, by the
Principal, A.Cumaraswamy )M.A. Cantab(
to the second year )Grad IV(, and also to the
hostel. The sight of the college office and the
imposing figures of the Principal and the
Vice Principal awed me. I could not then or
even now remember the nature of the viva
voce.

A.Cumarasamy was England-
returned and in full dress, tie and all. The
Vice Principal, V.M.Asaipiliai (B.Sc. Edin)
too was England returned and dandyish in
dress.The rumou was that while in England
for his degree he used to commute between
London and Paris to relish Paris night life.
The Boarding Master, Sinnathamby was a
simple man with khaki trousers and wore a
permanant smile on his face. He used to
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cycle about in his old bike which we called
the "Rolls Royce".

For the first few days I felt home sick
and very miserable .But soon I overcame
this as there were several others in my
category and we had some senior boarders to
care for us, in my case an uncle of mine was
there studying for the Matriculation Exam
There were also some Sinhala boarders, the
Samarakones from Matara, Dassanayake
from Galle and Kaluarachchi from
Gampaha including some Buddhist monks
who took Sinhala classes during their free
periods. There was Pagnaratne, a tall person
who was doing his Intermediate class and
taught us Sinhala. He would push down our
heads and cuff us on the back of the head for
our mistakes. Outside class, he was a very
kind person and laughed with us, cracking
jokes.

Discipline at the hostel was very
thorough. Like the period bell at the college,
we had to do our daily tasks by a bell which
putusupat5.30a.m whether it was summer
or winter and we went to bed at 9.30 p.m at
the clanging of the bell (a two foot piece of
iron rail). There was question of leaving the
hostel and college precincts without the
written permission of the warden or his
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assistant. there was no the exception was
that no permission was required to go to the
sports grounds after college hours and
before studies started at 6.30 p.m. If you
wanted to go to the Bazaar, you witl be given
a chit and its duplicate will be retained at the
hostel office. You had to produce the chit to
the prefects, of whom there were about ten,
when demanded, wherever you were outside
the hostel and college. The food was good
in spite of World WarII, and there was only
vegetarian meals and it made no difference
to me, being a vegetarian from birth. Some
parents brought non-vegetrain meals during
the week-end to their sons though it was
prohibited, and it was eaten in secret. Most
of our excursions to the Bazaar was to have a
meal of string hoppers at the V.S.S.K. or a
feast of boaly and a beeda. Though the meals
provided at the hostel were adequate, it was
a craving to eat outside and then brag about
itto fellow boarders.

Life in the hostel was sailing
smoothly when one of the day scholars, who
came by the early night mail train students
from Kaithadi, Navatkuli and adjoining
areas usually travelled by the night mail
from Colombo arriving at Jafffna around 6
a.m brought a startling piece of news. It was
that a man was hanging by a rope from a Bo
tree at the junction of Anna Sathiram lane
and College Road far away from the college
precincts.

Most of us ignored the rules and ran
to the spot and had a look and ran back to the
hostel thinking that we would not be

noticed. Somehow the news leaked and that
noon after lunch we were hauled to the
warden's office and asked to confess. Since
none confessed we were asked to name
those who had gone to the site and that too
unavailing, all without exception were
caned and when it came to my turn, the cane
had splintered and was in threads so that I
felt no pain. We were proud that no one
sneaked.

M.Sinnathamby left after his
marriage to join the Jaffna Co-op. C.Subra-
maniam, Orator because of his oratorical
talent, became the warden. Since he was a
full time teacher, he was assigned
(V.Subramaniam) Bocker, because of the
sound boch.. bock made by his running
shoes which he wore while running for the
mile marathon) as assistant. He too was a
resident teacher. Both of them took great
interest in the academilc and athletic
activities of the boarders. They were so
infatuated with sports and students' welfare
that when my uncle who was a bright student
dropped from college after his father's death,
they came to Velanai to persuade him to
come back to college and also play in the
second-eleven foot-ball team as centre-half.
He played for the team and they were
champions that year and he too passed the
Matriculation examination with several
distinctions.

During their time disaster struck
some of the hostellers. We had finished our
breakfast and were about to get ready for
classes. One day when some one brought the
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news that several of our boarders had been
drowned in the Pannai sea.

Most boarders from Pungudutivu had
stayed to altend the festival at a famous
temple and travelled to college on the day
term started instead of travelling on the
previous day as most of us had done. The
other colleges too re-opened on the same
day and it was a Monday. Traffic was heavy
and all wanted to be on time at college, and
they all were crammed in the only available
creaky old steam boat. The boat carrying
them was over-crowded and capsized at
mid-stream. Most of our boarders drowned
except K.Sivaramalingam who later became
a teacher at J.H.C.l1 was distraught when it
was said that Shanmuganathan was among
the dead. 1 assumed that my uncle,
Shanmuganathan also had perished and ran
to the warden's office and requested
permission to go back home. Instead , the
warden sent me with another senior to the
Hindu Organ press where they had a phone
to phone my father to verify if it was my
uncle. To my relief it was another of the
same name, and my class mate.
Muthucumaru who initiated me to Yoga
Asanas also lost his life.

The next year we had a carnival. The
college quadrangle was not big enough to
house all the exhibitions and other activities.
So the fence separating our main hostel wing
from the lane to the east was removed to
facilitate the inclusion of the Tamil school
and the sports grounds into one carnival
arena. Even after the carnival was over the
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fence was not restored. One night a
resourceful person, with the aid of a bamboo
pole had been removing the clothes from the
towel rails at the head of the beds, over the
sleeping boarders. One moment he was
careless and allowed the pole to slacken and
the bunch of clothes swept over the sleeping
boy. He thought it was some spirit and gave
a frightening howl. The entire hastel was
awakened and when we came to know the
cause we felt hilarious and that boy was the
butt of our jokes for some time. It also turned .
out that the thief was only after the contents
of the clothes pockets and not the clothes.
No clothes were lost.

Towards the end of World War II
K.S.Subramaniam, thulakkody so called
because of his height and wiry hody, became
warden and Namasivayam, Bear, so called
because of the bristling hairs all over his
ears, was made his assistant. The frequent
changes may have been due to the rigours of
the work at the hostel from morning till late
in the night. K.S.S. was a strict
disciplinarian. He improved the food of the
hostellers and started a dairy to provide milk
to the boarders to supplement the
deficiencies of the war time rations. He,
unlike his predecessors, inspected the
kitchen and the store very frequently. He
frowned at the habit of our going to the
Bazaar for the meal of string-hoppers and
Boaly. He was still more strict about our
sneaking out to "Masters" boutique or to the
Malayalathan's opposite the college gate for
a vadai, tea and a cigarette. The college
peon Kandiah was instructed to report




delinquents which he did perfunctorily. We
could tell by his twirling the straying strand
of hair on his head that he was angry, nay
furious and we could expect his string of
expletives that he reserved for such
miscreants. His time was the golden era for
the boarders. They used to say that even the
Principal was wary of KS.S. In spite of his
temper he was loved like a father by
boarders and day scholars alike. And many
today attribute their well being to his strict
discipline. He was also famous for his Maha

Courtsey : Kalaiarasi - 1999

Bharatha stories which he related so
interestingly that we did not even hear the
end of period bell and longed for his next
class.

We have all become what we are
today because of our Alma Mater and we
are proud of her. We wish and pray that.
she goes on till eternity to nurture and
nourish the minds of many more of our
generations.

All these books constitute the scriptures of the Hindus. When there is sucha
mass of sacred books in a nation and race which has devoted the greatest part
of its energies to the thought of philosophy and spirituality (nobody knows
for how many thousand of years), it is quite natural that there should be so
many sects; indeed it is a wonder that there are not thousands more. These
sects differ very much from each other in certain points. We shall not have
time to understand the difference between these sects and all the spiritual
details about them; therefore I shall take up the common grounds, the
essential principles of all these sects which every Hindu must believe.

- Vivekananda Swami
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Musings of a Resident Warden

V.A.Ponnambalam
B.A.Lonsdon, CIMA London Finalist ,MAAT London

Almost half a century ago I was
transferred to JHC from Vavuniya Tamil
Senior School. It was a chance offered by a
strange inexplicable coincidence. Miracles
do happen daily in our lives. They present
themselves as coincidences which are but
messages from our inner Self or Divinity
within us. The coincidence or call them as
little miracles that happen every day of our
lives are hints that the universe has much
bigger plans for us than we ever dreamed of
for ourselves. Forhow else could I decipher
the unexpected events that unfolded before
me. [always preferred to be "No body" but
the effect of Karma connot be resisted. My
students and colleagues would agree with
me that I am always inclined to be left alone
to my moorrings unbothered. Perhaps you
call it my inferiority complex. Yes,Ialways
felt that at Jaffna Hindu College I could not
match with the giganitic personalities that
strode that hallowed grounds of the Alma
Mater.

Prof. Kugabalan was adamant that I
should write something about the hostel life
of my tenure there. Despite my protests he
was not yielding. So I agreed to write
something solely to satisfy him because it
was he who gave high recommendation of
me to my wife's party during the proposal of
my marriage. He had ample grounds for

him to have given adverse reports about me.
My action over an incident that took place in
the hostel gave an opportunity for the A/L
students to bear acrimony against me and
Prof. Kugabalan was one among them.
There was a collective reaction at that time
but all forgotten. That is the fostering and
building of character at JHC.

Mr.S.U.Somasegaram Northern
Provincial Director of Education was on an
unannounced inspection round to my school
in Vavuniya and he entered my class and
took a lesson himself. That was a
momentous day in my life. He was very
much impressed with the performance of the
students. Before he left he wanted me to see
him at the Principal's office. He queried
about my qualification and sympathised
with my intention to proceed to the degree
examination shortly. He showed concern
about the lack of facilities to pursue my goal
in that sylvan surroundings and felt that I
needed to go either to Jaffna or Colombo to
use the facilities available there to prepare
fot the exam. When he suggested that I
could go to Jaffna during weekends and
make use of the Jaffna Public Library, I had
to confess about my financial difficulties
and my need to go home to see my aging
parents at Analativu. Now he was in an utter
hurry to leave and only asked me to go and
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see him at his Jaffna Office the following
Monday and his jeep whisked him away
leaving me standing bedevilled. To see him
ornot! What was in store for me? I could be
better off if left to continue at Vavuniya! It
was my usual routine to go to Lord Muruga
at Nallur and make a plea to Him. Iknow
He would not fail my prayers. Being a
Sanskrit student, I was familiar with
Bhagavad Gita and had gained some
knowledge of the Indian philosophy through
the study of books on Indian saints and
sages. Mahatma Ghandhi has said
"Bhagavad Gita struck me as one of
priceless worth.... I regard it... as the book
par excellence for the knowledge of
TRUTH. It has afforded me invaluable help
in my moments of gloom'. Ialways carried
this book with me and Lord Krishna's
promise in His Bhagavad Gita 9:22 - "To
those men who worship Me alone, thinking
of no other, who ever devoted to Me I
provide full security and personally attend to
their needs" boosted my morale and I felt
fully confident that nothing would go wrong
and prayed to the Lord presiding at Nallur
Temple. Prayerfully I made my way to the
education office at Kasturiar Road and there
the Director was all alone at eight in the
morning and a strange spectacle to see only
the Chief incumbent as the early bird to the
office. He asked me to wait and busied
himself typing a letter with copies addressed
to Principal and the CHEO Vavuniya. He
gave me the letter addressed to the Principal,
JHC and wanted me to hand over the letter to
Mr. C. Sabartnam. It was evident that he
had already briefed of my transfer to the
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Principal who told me that I should stay in
the hostel and assist Mr.KSS as the Resident
Warden, while pursuing my carreer as a
teacher. He joked that I would be on call all
the twenty - fours of the day and asked me to
meet Mr.KSS. for further instructions. I
was afraid and bewildered for I was going to
meet him and for the first time after nearly
13 years. He gave me the list of duties
which I should perform, mainly consisting
of study hall supervision, maintaining
discipline and reporting to him anything
untoward happenings. My presence there
was essentially needed during his absence
when he went to his permanent residence at
Suthumalai. I was teaching Tamil, English,
and History in the lower and middle forms.
Meanwhile I was preparing for my B.A.
examination of the London University.
Jaffna Hindu College Library was full of
modern books and Indian High Commision
donated valuable books on Indian History,
Sanskrit, Tamil Literature which were a
timely arrival as if they were sent for my
degree course. I made full use of these
books to pass the degree examination at no
cost and joined the bandwagon of the
"Immortal Profession" as a graduate and
privileged to become one of the "prestigious
masters” of a premier Institution in
SrilLanka, my Alma Mater. So I am deeply
indebted to Her for calling me to her bosom
feeding me with free wherewithal and
wisdom. She got me married to a
Vembadian and when Mr.N.Sabartnam,
Principal came to know of my betrothal to
Miss Sivambihai nee Sathasivam he
jokingly quipped "Mr.Ponnampalam you




are not going to marry an ordinary teacher.
She is a gold medallist in oratory
adjudicated by a Panel of Judges comprising
justice Sriskantharajah, Senators
Kanakanayagam and myself "In a veiled
sarcastic vein, he smote me mercilessly.

My sojourn in the hostel did not end
without a two - way contributions. I was
able to supervise the students in their study
hall and met with success in maintaining
absolute silence among the students during
their study hours in the nights. After 9.00
p.m all students in the lower forms had to go
to bed in their baby hostel. Invariably the
rule was not breached. Lights were put off.
One day I was on my usual rounds at 11 in
the night to find some glimmering rays from
a mysterious ﬁght streaking out from
somewhere underneath the bedding of a
culprit of grade seven. I was nervous if
everything were to go in flames. I stealthly
went closer only to learn that a little kid was
up busy preparing his home work under an
improvised candle light unaware of the
danger that could have ensued by his action.

We had to find a way to help such
studious students but it would be
detrimental to the student psychology to
allow them unrestricted hours to pour over
books without respite. KSS totally rejected
my idea of extending the study hours by one
hour for lower forms. I met that particular
student in London in 2003 with his wife.
Both are now highly qualified doctors. The
students of keen intellect endowed with
promising talents, ambition and hard

working with single mindedness were the
common composition of the inmates. The
hostellers invariably captured the lion share
of the numbers who entered the University
from the college for engineering, medicine,
vet.science, and arts. That speaks volumes
of the facilities and inspiration offered by
the Warden Late K.S.Subramaniam (fondly
called as KSS) an imposing personality of
multiple talents. He was an epitome of the
characters envisaged by the Indian epics of
Mahabharatha and Ramayana of which he
was an inimitable exponent. It is said that
you become what you adore most, "yad
bhavam tat bhavati" and in his dramatic
rendering of Mahabharatha episodes with
all nuances of histrionic gestures he was a
matchless adapt. Daily assemblies saw the
platform in the prayer hall vibrant with
KSS's Panchapandavas and Kauarvas being
puppeted by Lord Krishna as though we
were bodily and mentally transported to
DWapara Yuga when the story was first
enacted alive. The inarticulate silence and
serenity that reigned on the faces of the
students filing out of the assembly hall
would bear witness to the phenomenon.

KSS was a defacto father figure for
the hostellers feeding them with nourishing
vegetarian dishes. Fridays were much
looked forward by the staff and the students
alike for the KSS brand of payasam, a
special desert served with other delectable
vegetarian dishes. The receipe of pyasam
was kept top secret. The hands were
reluctant to part with the smell of payasam
for days following the Friday lunch even if
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washed with pungent soap. No wonder that
the teachers and students alike wished to
have a nap after the sumptuous meal and it
was not a rare occasion when some were
caught in the act by KSS and the Principal .
KSS was ably assisted by Namasivayam, the
hostel Clerk, Murugesu, Mylvahanam the
Cooks and Mr. Banda who assisted the
wardens in general maintenance. KSS was
an institution by himself, an architect who
planned the Cumarasamy Hall and the hostel
building which is of late dedicated to his
memory, a man of strong personality whose
words carried weight under all
circumstances whether it be in the hostel
administration or in the College community.
Many an occasion passed when the
pandemonium amidst the students in the
prayer hall had to wait for the arrival of this
enigmatic figure to subside as if by a magic
assail. Itisalways easier to get to the top but
very difficult to stay there. But KSS cut his
own groove and stayed there very long in his
life. It is a human weakness to attempt to
usurp someone who made himself
indispensable to an organisation by the dint
of hard work and dedication. One night
KSS walked into my room in the hostel after
inquiring about any problems I might have
faced in his absence. He related some
incidents that made him suspect that a plot
was being hatched to unseat him under the
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pretext of his old age. However nothing
untoward happened as suspected.
E.Sabalingam's arrival as the Principal
paved the way for a smooth transition while
the country was moving inextricably into
chaos.

KSS was very keen to develop the
talents found in each student and to this end
he promoted their participation in many
activities, curricular as well as co-curricular.
Hostel Students Union was a platform
where students were trained in public
speaking. Eminent people were invited to
address them on current topics. In this series
I could remember Late Handy
Perinpanayagam made a valuable
contribution. In another meeting a reputed
English teacher from Velanai Central
College Mr.T.N.Punjaksharam addressed
the union. His speech was highly
commended by N.Sabaratnam and KSS and
the hostellers had a fine opportunity to listen
to an acclaimed Master of the English
language.

Many students who went though the
portals of Jaffna Hindu College and her
Hostel have adorned varied professions all
over the world and have earned encomiums
to the Alma Mater as well as to KSS for both
were deemed synonymous to each other.
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Jaffna Hindu Hostel
100 Not Out by A Day Scholar

S.Markandan,
Retired Regional Administrative officer, Postal Department, Jaffna.

I consider my self fortunate for
having had the opportunity to be present at
the opening of the hostel after long years of
closure in 2006. My father M.Sinnathamby
was boarding master from 1940-1943. He
took over from K.S.Subramaniam and also
handed over to him. Though I was a day -
scholar (1951-1961) I knew the history of
the hostel to some extent as I lived in the
vicintiy.

A mere look by KSS scared the
students.  Assistant boarding master
K.Namasivayam though short of hearing
was the man behind the efficent running of
the Hostel. I can only remember M/S
Sivaramalingam and Anandasangary as
having resided in the hostel as teachers.

Among the hostel staff I can
remember Murugesu (chief cook) Kandiah
(assistant cook) Andy Singho (electrician)
and heavily built Kali (Sanitary Labourer).
Thuraiappah a confirmed bachelor of
Nachimarkovilady cut the hair of the
hostellers. As for the hostellers I knew good
many. T used to go there to meet Nadeswaran
Ladd. While at JHC he toured Australia
with the Ceylon Schools under 18 cricket
eleven, having been selected from St.Peters
College, where he studied the previous year.
He was a member of the college cricket
team. Special mention should be made of
A.HM. Ashraf from the Gampaha District

who introduced Sinhalese baila songs to
JH.C. He could sing English bailas too
well. He was an opening batin 1958 - 1959.
Palaniandy from the hill country was my
class mate . He was a good athlete.

To my knowledge those who were
fortunate to be picked up and droppred back
to hostel by car during long week ends and
vacations were Selvarajah (son of
A.S.Sangarapillai a leading bazaar
businessman) Rajalingam his cousin who
was a good Soccer player and Surendran
(son of Sellathurai owner Parasakthy stores
Bandarawela). He was my class mate and
also joined the Post Masters and Signallers
srevice like me.

My father used to say that there was
one "paynchan" Ponnambalam a very
michevious hosteller. Once on getting
information from the Prefects that he was
uncontrollable, he took the cane and walked
towards him at the hostel back yard and on
seeing him he climbed an areca-nut tree.

Jaffna Hindu was famous for its
"payasam" a secret recipe of K.S.S.In
cricket matches at JHC grounds, after lunch
break if one were to miss a catch or misfields
the spectactors would shout. "Payasam".
Hope this hostel grows up to be one with
modern amenities and more students benefit
by it.
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My memories of the boarding life
at Jaffna Hindu College Hostel (1956-1965)

Nadesapillai Selvarajasingam,
B.Sc.(Hons)Eng., C.Eng M.I.C.E.(Lond) Ex-President and a Patron JHC OBA(UK).

I am pleased when I was asked to
write about my life experience at the hostel
in our college. Iunderstand that this year is
the centenary year of the school hostel
which was started in 1910.

I hail from a tiny beautiful
agricultural village called Thunukkai in the
edge and within the Jaffna District 75 miles
away. For many children in these far away
villages, a good higher education is only a
distant dream. I was lucky to have
admissions to boarding schools for my
education. I wentto Chavakachcheri Hindu
College for primary school education and
was boarded there at the school hostel from
the age of eight.

I joined Jaffna Hindu College in
1956in 6th Standard and was boarded there
until I completed my A/L studies in 1965.
The hostel then was a very big instituation
and had more than 300 boarders who came
not only from all over the peninsula and the
adjoining islands but also as far as from
Colombo, Hatton and Akaraipattu.

The boarding accommodation had

three sections. Firstly the junior boarding
section and this was for the students from the
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year 6 to 9 (JSC Certificate level). Second
section was for the students from year 9 until
one completes the G.C.E. (O/L). This
section was then called the old boarding.
All A/L students were housed in various
rooms mainly in the wing dormitory that
was adjacent to the college entrance on the
College Road.

The discipline of all was of
paramount importantances in the hostel.
The boarding master was the late
K.S.Subramaniam popularly known as KSS
and his efficient assistant was the late
Namasivayam. We always get scared if
someone mentions that KSS is around. He
will cane us if anyone is identified with any
mischief. For this purpose alone he had
three canes ranked numbers from No. 1 to
No.3 Namasivayam was the backbone of the
administration. He kept the books and was
responsible for all expenditures that
included the food for all three times a day
seven days a week; Not to mention the tea
we get in the afternoons during weekends.

These two individuals were true
gentlemen who have been instrumental in
many ways in creating many educational
professionals over the decades. I salute
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them for the services they rendered over the
years.

Lunch time was always very busy as
there were day scholars including number of
teachers who used to join us for lunch. We
had dedicated cooks who provided us with
nutritious and tasty vegetarian food at all
times. Special days were always the school
A/L union dinner. The boarding master
used to appoint boarding prefects from time
to time and I was one of them and became
the senior prefect during my A/L studies.
To become a prefect, one has to join the
garden club first. We used to maintain 4
gardens infront of our hostel and
additionally with a small scale banana
plantation in the land in front of the old
proposed Vairavar Kovil. This kovil was
next to the old woodwork class building and
had the foundations only at that time. We
were also instrumental in creating a science
garden in the land behind the old lavatories.

Then one would be promoted to
become a prefect first to manage the bathing
hours in the morning of all 300 or so
boarders. The leadership qualities were
identified during this period and then only
one would be promoted to be a hostel prefect
by the hostel master.

The Hostel was our second home
for many of us and we only go back home
during the term holidays. The school has
benefited in many ways as almost all the
functions held at the college would be

arranged and organised by the boarders.
During that period we had the privilege of
helping with the concreting of the
Cumarasamy Hall first floor slab and other
construction needs. . Most of us will
remember these days for the rest of our lives.

The hostel bell will always go at 5
O'clock for us to rise and then there will be a
study time in the early hours which was
compulsory unitl bathing and breakfast
time. Likewise we had an evening study
time after the evening play hours between
4.00 and 6.00 pm. The evening study time
was split into two halves first half for the
juniors and both halves for the seniors that
ends at 10.00 pm.

The opportunity that had in staying
in the hostel and receiving good education
had made me tobe whatI am tody. Iam sure
there are many more who have benefitted
like me. There are many who have become
scholars only because of the facilities and
the environment we had at this great
institution. I have spent 10 years of my life
time here and every mements of this will be
cherished by me for the rest of my life. I
only wish is that this great institution will be
re-established to the full glory of the past?
Then only our college can become a true
national institution again.

I congratulate and extend my
wishes to all those who are involved in the
centenary celebrations of the Hostel.
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Memories that cannot be forgotten

Captain S.Santhiapillai
Ex Warden & Discipline Mater
1970 to 1986

When I came into JHC in 1969 as a
tutorial Staff cum Cadet Officer, the famous,
well respected, longest served warden of the
hostel Mr.Subramaniam, popularly known
as KS just retired from Teaching and as
Warden during Mr.N.Sabaratnam, Principal.
The vacancy was filled with Mr.Mahendran
and Mr Joseph as Master in charge and Asst
respectively, and Mr.Namasivayam as store
manager. Unfortunately, during the time of
Mr.Karthigasan Principal, Mr.Namasi, after
having served a cvonsiderable period of
time had a sudden death, and Mr. Joe took
over, until the transfer of Mr.M.Karti to
Pandatheruppu Hindu College.

When MR.E.Sabalingam was
appointed as Principal, no sooner than he
took over office one Mr.Chithamparanathan
a non-teaching staff was brought in as
warden cum store manager with one or two
tutorial staff as residential masters, and one
of them was the Ex Principal
Mr.SriKumaran.

When I assumed duties, Captain P.
Parameshwaran, retired from service, and I
took over as platoon CO - Junior & Senior,
continued training, preparing for inter
battalion competitions, attending annual and
special camps mostly at DLA. As the work
was too much to handle I had to spend long
hours after school. Mostly I leave the
College campus late, sometimes I catch the

last bus (pada bus) to Illavalai, and back to
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school the next morning running and
sweating and manage to sign the register just
above the fine red line.

The warden not being a member of
the staff couldn't take control nor tackle the
hostellers. The students-warden rapport
wasn't healthy, and very often flared up into
some chaos and disturbance especially on
the kitchen side.

Practically every day Mr.E.Saba,
spent an hour or two in the grounds,
watching the sports and athletic practice,
especially soccer. He was a person who
observes and scrutinize all activities, the
environment, and surrounding in and around
the school, and most certainly my handling
the cadets too would have had come under
his observation and scrutiny.

One day, after school, he stood
under the porch, and when I was coming out
of the canteen he quietly called me to his
side, with a pleasant smile asked me as to
how many children I had. I told him the
number, tapping on my shoulder, he said “I
am also on the same bar, and I don't want you
to go more than this”. With a pause, and
friendly laugh, said that he was going to give
me a punishment for having gone over the
limit. I asked what the punishment was like.
He said,”from tomorrow you are not going
home, bring your suit case, stay in the hostel,
and look after the discipline”. I saw stars,
shocked and didn't know what to say. I




politely told him that I have to look after my
children, being a Hindu college hostel the
food won't agree with me, and came out with
all lame excuses, but he never gave up.
Continuing, he said that the warden finds it
difficult to maintain discipline and wanted
me to be there, and whenever I wanted like
going home, may be free to go, but insisted
that the hostellers should feel my presence at
all times.

It was neither an order nor request,
but it looked that he created a good
impression about my personality. Finally he
said, that there were many teachers who he
could ask, but among all, I was the chosen
one for him.

Realizing the confidence he had on
me, I couldn't say no, but I agreed to take up
the job. In a few months I was able to adopt
myself to the surrounding and situation and
gradually took control of the entire
discipline of the hostel, of course not by
force but by winning the hearts and minds of
the hostellers, kitchen staff, labor force and
the immediate neighborhood. To my
knowledge and experience as a gentleman
and officer, man management is the most
fundamental principle of maintaining good
discipline. Good food, cleanliness, a descent
place to rest, recreation, rest and overall
welfare should be satisfactorily provided to
the hostellers to get their willing co-
operation to carry on with the task. I always
looked into these matters very seriously and
sometimes clashed with the warden.

Looking after nearly 250 hostellers
within an age group of 10-20 yrs is not an
easy task. This is a civilian population, with
young minds and soft hearts, and not
military recruits where one could instill
twenty four hours rigid discipline.

I very often supervise all the wings
of dormitories, and especially the junior's
wing. At night whenever I wake up, walk
quietly, really get moved with the innocent
lives sleeping peacefully in different posture
- some on the floor fallen from the bed,
sarongs being budged and half exposed,
some oozing saliva, some muttering in their
dream, snoring, and so many other funny
actions without their knowledge..
Sometimes I feel proud about myselfbeing a
guardian to these innocent hearts that are
under my custody. Sometimes, I compare
my children, my mind gets fragile and even
my eyes becomes wet and tearing at the
pathetic sight, but quickly reinforce my
spirit, establish that they too are my
children, and should not in any circumstance
shirk my duties entrusted to me. My main
concern was hostellers, and their well being
was my target. I was very firm, fair and
friendly when dealing with problem facing
with hostellers.

Really speaking I neglected my
home with the strength that my wife being
only girl, and my children would be looked
after by her parents. So I was able to spend
most of the time and energy with the hostel
and finally made the hostel as my home. On
my leaving JHC unwillingly, Mr.
E.Sabalingam on my farewel speech
commented “there wasn't any space in JHC
soil where the foot print of Santhiapillai had
not been imprinted” Really I deserve the
comment. because, day and night with
watcher Mr. Thambiah I comb the whole
area including the grounds and make sure
that no unwanted incidents what so ever
take place and the campus is safe and secure.
On my tour we confronted many a type of
incidents, but within my power I tackled
even the worst situation by myself, and
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never reported to Principals giving
additional headache.

Mr.E.Saba retired, and Mr.P.S.
Cumarasamy succeeded. Mr.
Sithamparanathan and I continued as
Warden and Discipline Master respectively.
There were some occasions where the
hostellers were suppressed of their fare
share and freedom to speak out their
grievances, but to a certain extend and
within my power as discipline master I
always argued and got the thing I wanted to
satisfy the hostellers especially on matters
arising out of food. Mr.P.S a man with
compassionate approach in his vision
wanted the hostellers to be happy and
homely. Very often he would ask whether
the hostellers were happy with their food. I
straight away tell him the real situation and
without any comments he would get back to
his work.

After a few months, I was told that
Mr. K Sivaramalingampillai was going to be
appointed as warden. I never believed it, this
being a very responsible position, requires
more physical supervision that he might
refuse simply because of his physical
condition. One day, during the school hours
Mr. PS called me to his office, with him was
Mr. Muthukumarasamy the Deputy, made
me relax, and went on explaining about the
hostel, its history and the administration.
At the end end of briefing he said that he had
appointed Mr. K. Sivaramlingampillai as
warden and to extend my full support at all
level in discharging his duties. I gladly said
“yes” .The same evening Mr. K.Sive called
me to his side and said “Santhi I am taking
up this big job depending entirely on your
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support and cooperation”, and I fully well
agreed

He carried on for about one year and
half, but due to some personal problem he
was sent on promotion to Kopay Teachers
College as a lecturer. And without a Warden
the hostel functioned for a week or so and
there were many names of teaching and non
teaching staff were being talked about for
the post of warden.

One fine day Mr. PS called me to his
office, with Mr. Muthu the Deputy by him,
and in a serious manner, puffed a pinch of
snuff, told me point blank “Santhy, take up
the Hostel, I have appointed you as warden”
Hearig this I couldn't believe and
immediately said “Sir, I can't do it, I being a
Christian...”, and dragged on giving out
some unfounded reasons to turn down this
offer but agreed to continue in the same
position as discipline master. He then started
talking about Mr. Nevin Sellathurai, Mr. KS
and their records. Like Mr. E.Saba he too
said that there were many among the staff
and outsiders hopeful to take up this job, but
none other than me who could devote their
time and energy and handle the hostel. My
appeal was not considered and I have no
other choice but to accept. With me Mr. P
Sriskandarajah, (retired as deputy principal)
came in as Asst warden and Mr.
Shanmugasundaram as residential master.

The first and foremost action I took
was to form a food committee and advised
them to come out with any workable
suggestions to improve the quality and
quantity of food within the budget. Even the
menu, purchase of some items like veggie
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and breakfast was managed by them and it
went on very well. Apart from food the
religious activities and celebrations was
managed by a committee and received
commendation from the entire school
community and the neighborhood.

I received full cooperation from all
those concerned with the hostel. The
hosteller's parents have to be praised for
their advice. When they come to visit their
kids I made it a pint to make them sit with the
hostellers and eat with them. Those parents
who come from faraway places like
Batticaloe, Mannar, upcountry etc, etc , I
give them food and lodging in the hostel for
a few days to make them understand the
quality of care and welfare that are provided
to their love ones.

In 1978, on- my secondment to the
Sri Lanka Army Mr. P Sri took over. And
after four years of service with Ist Gemunu
Regiment, and at Army Training Centre at
DLA, I got myself released and back to
JHC.in the early part of 1982. Even though I
wanted to get relieved of being the Warden
Mr. PS insisted that I should take over the
job again, and so I continued until the
retirement

Just like an ornament for a woman,
and loving children for a mother, a hostel is
to a school/college. When we speak of JHC,
the hostel kepts the college lively, energetic,
colorful, and glamourous.JHC was a Centre
for North for all activities of the Department
in Education: Exams, Seminars,
Competitions, Trade Union Meetings, etc
etc. To cater all the needs of these events and
programs the hostel and the hostellers were
the hosts and without them nothing would

have possibly be done. From arranging the
hall for various events, serving food,
decorating, cleaning, and for all odd jobs the
hostellers were the force behind their
success. At this point of time I salute all the
hostellers around the world for their loyalty,
dedication and love of the hostel and I
declare “You hostellers are Great”

With great love, pride, and devotion
I will continue to remember Messers:
N.Saban, M.Kathar, E.Saba and PS, the
great, eminent, scholastic Principals under
whom I had the privilege of serving in an
Institution that stands above glory at the
international level. Though, they are no
more with us, their good deeds speak
forever.

I cannot and would not forget the
hardworking employees who put their full
strength and energy to the smooth running of
the hostel. Messer Murugesu, Mylu,
Sinnathamby, Big Banda, Small Banda, and
cleaners Nagan & Sebamalai. There are
many interesting stories behind each of
these gentlemen, no space and time, excuse
me.

There are many interesting
incidents and stories that are just driving into
my mind. about some boys, I could write
pages and pages about my attachment and
experience concerned with this island wide
and internationally well known JHC hostel,
but the Souvenir committee may not
tolerate. I hope and pray, once again this
Hostel would stand up to its original status
and serve all the student population of every
nook and corner of “The beautiful Island of
Sri Lanka”. Live and let others to live.
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National Savings Bank
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Save for progress

PEOPLE'S BANK THE PULSE OF THE PEOPL E)



The Glorious Jaffna city invites all students to celebrate the
10" Magnificent Anniversary of LIDO BRAND SOCKS

lido]BrandiSocky;

Sunlight brightness, Standard sizes with durability and Quarantee....

A'Royal'legacy;for.a Life'style’of over,20,thousand children'off
CollegesTand'Schoolswith'splendoriwithin the Jaffna Peninsula
M.R.M. Zameer's Brilliant Product of Socks,
School T.Shirt & Caps

E JAFINA AGENT :
-~ \ Annalingam, J.P.
\
,_,_-»«/ Chundiculi
Tel : 021 222 6178, 077 6282795

Home to All Savings Needs

Sapisi

Sanhmda Saver Y o

| THE PROMISE OF A BETTER TOMORROW




NGBSl LisnipUl DI GUDT G 6bT
&. &G0t &S6OMISID
s “@g’)ﬂ)n@ﬁ)”
e ais, WMPILTaTLD.

aamussamisatievari ufe] AFinuab. . .

Brariameard aansiaiare) asiniab. . .

HarTFAsmoTar Eenaonil anIDDISHESSD. - -« |

SliaaLIT (i BT QUEAIMIDINHSBID. . .

S anaonu aflemibury BFMAUBGEBHSID. . . .

LoD MILD

ABHBAITEHET BRDODEEHGID. - -

A o e, a— e — - — T — —
— ] pud — — W Iy By N Al —

“The Quick way to Online” www.speeditnet.com
72/28 Panikkar Lane,Palaly Road, Thirunelvely, Jaffna. Telephone: 0214 591871 / 021 222 8358 / 0777 563213




We Constantly Live Upto
our Vision of Being the
Most Customer Friendly
Financial Services
organisation in Sri lanka

One of the many reasons that
Commercial Bank has been recognized
as The Best Bank in Sri Lanka

by leading financial publications

in the world, year after year

FinanceAsia.
COUNTRY
AWARDS

FOR ACHIEVEMENT
cssmomme 2010 SORBRR—

www.combank.lk

( ||) COMMERCIAL BANK




* Double door fridge
* Washing Machine
* LCD, LED, CRT TVs
* Water Filter
* Electric Kettle
* Toasters * Emersion Heater q A
o=\ * Rice Cooker with steamer * Table lamps )
&\l * Home Theater System * Egg beater
q * Iron Box * Sunk switches
@ * Table fan * Mobile phones
i * Pedestal fan * Kevilton, Belgryan, Aura CFL Bulbs
a- * Rechargeable Torch * DVD Players 3
= * Blenders * Anton (Dolphin) Plastics
EBL
)
| —]
|
=
6L

* Electric Oven
* Gas Cooker

* Bulbs

* Chandelier
* Wall lamps

Sien6u GGl AU (5L EHID
255N S S HIL6W...




Qlemieng 6uml &luiler
18+ saws@ mausslméEh o msallal saelEmer HaTAITEEL

Y\vuﬂ\ fSuvi;qs
. Bo-dl) N aBYi v
2010 g&buir 15940 Saguiledmb s
2011 writd 31 eueny FLligpuitfled LImiEGUDHDeOTLH.
UG PRaugD sasdle) hasEmPHSS) W HERO
gour 10,000 Blgghwurs @mésCeusnt (HLb. ”70%‘;::;&
@aiGeur@ epur 10,000 £ 1q.pLifled _
uBEEUOOD Goedls eumiLiLdsmen auLpE @L. X 10
Fligpuiy 2011 gLped wpse aunmrsgle..

aﬁh‘&s’

TRAINERS

NOKIA
3G PHONES X 50

W
[T

INTERNET DONGLES X 75 ot
25
L a6 AUBILY! W5 RS. 5000
CASH DEPOSITS

seraller Liflaaeir \bild

Prbg /mIcBoIr

Deniens eum &

PR hsesd @arép 18+ aamrbas dybulss
Bc 18+ Super Dream sunLiguflé mievpwriieer

Coagdlear eumidlumart BUBHEDTEGLLILLEI
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55, Sea Street, Colombo.
T.P: 011 2434971 Fax: 011 2434071

192/1, sengnmwni ofif, wrpiumamb.
T.P: 021 222 6972 / Fax: 021 222 8869

For all

your

requirements




“Situated in the heart of Jaffna Town Shopt w
Library; Jaffna fort and lagoon, city cente
office and many more Touriet attractions, FH‘§ B
city hotel in the north of Sri Lanka.

Banguet Hall and Conference

Rooms, Restaurant Serving

Tasty and popular SRI LANKAN
N SOUTH INDIAN, NORTH INDIAN ¢

* & Chinees foods
ISBN 955061000-4
No:70/6, K.K.S. Road, Jaffna, Sri Lanka e
Tel: 021 2225969, Fax: 021 2227291 g
web: www.cityhoteljaffna.com 7895501610006 s

e-mail: info@cityhoteljaffna.com
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