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The Haves and Have-nots

S. K. MAHESWARAN, Matric A.

Society as a whole is splitting up into two great hostile
campss On one side we have the bourgeoisie the exploiters of
labour, who own the means of production, distribution, and ex=
change. On the other side we have the proletariats—the toilers,
who man these means but derive no benefit from them.,

Darwin said that living creatures are always engaged in a
struggle for existence. History proves this. The serf, unable to
tolerate any longer the oppression of his masters, struggled to
break his bonds. The steps by which the serfs.managed to free
themselves were small, It was not like a staircase with one step
on top of another leading steadily in a definite direction, It was
a rough road with many back slidings. It did not take days or
weeks but it took months—but finally it came with the help of
trade, the introduction of money economy and the rise of cities.
From the traders and business men came the need for fresh
markets and colonial exploitations. ©ut of the economic chaos
of the Middle Ages rose the elements of capitalism which today
reigns supremes

Marx declared in 1848 that the history of all hitherto
existing society is the history of class struggles. He proved that
the economic principles of capitalism were wrong. But, yet for
all, people are two stubborn to believe it.

For example, companies always lower prices in order to
capture the market. But then there comes a stage when it is not
possible to do so without losing part of their profit. So they
lower the wages of the workers, DBy this the worker starves and
the owner benefits.

Marx brought out the theory of Surplus value. He said that
Jabour creates value. If an employee converts new materials
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worth ten pcunds, with one pound worth of power and produces
an article worth fifteen pounds, he has created four pounds by his
labour.  But then he is paid two pounds as wages The balance
goes to the landlord, merchant, and ail the rest of them. The
balance is called the surplus value. The owner is exploiting the
labour power of the worker. On the surplus live all the non-work-
ers, the four mil'ion as opposed to the forty three million.

This is the Root cause of poverty. There is a possibility of
all means of production, distribution, and exchange being socia=
lised—for the benefit of all. Root out capitalism and none shall
want and none shall hoard. Not without cause did the wise old
German cry out in 1848, “You have a world to win and chains
to lose—working men of all countries unite.”

One must not be under the impression that there is poverty
only in Ceylon and India. Even in a rich country as America there
is this disease of poverty and injustice as John Steinbeck tells us
in one of his books, “Grapes of wrath.”

“And the smell of rot fills the country. Coffee is burnt in
ships as fuel. Corn is burnt to keep people warm. It makes a
hot fire, They Dump potatoes in the river and place guard to
keep the hungry from fishing them out. Pigs are killed and buried
in time,

“There is a crime here that goes beyond denunciation—
There is a sorrow here that weeping cannot symbolise. There is a
failure here that topples all our success.” In the eyes of the
people there is failure. In the eyes of the hungry thers is a
growing wrath. In the souls of the people the grapes of wrath
are filling and growing heavy for the vintage.”

Jatfna Rural Scenery
T: SRI RAMANATHAN, S. S.C., E.

As no one has yet taken the trouble to write about Jaffna
rural scenery the writer ventures to makes a description of the
Jaffna landscare, and he is by no means unqualified for the task
he has taken because he has travelled considerably throughout
the len3th and breadth of the Jaffna Peninsula.

As a whole, the Jaffna rural scenery lacks in nothing as com-
pared with any other part of Ceylon. Its grandeur and command-
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ing appearance coupled with open expanses are the characteristics
of the rural scenery in Jaffna. Scenery is varied to avoid mono-
tony. If one travels from the North to the South he will note
this. The sceneries in the different villages are different, the
cultivations like paddy, tobacco and manioz, the style of the
houses, all affording a variety. Apart from this there is the
charm and beauty in the rural scene. Anyone who feels tired of
the sophisticated civilisation of the towa will be amply rewarded
by a short sojourn in any rural area in Jaffni. There are large
tracts of green fields with growing grains which scem to stretch
out and meet the s<y in the distant horizon. It is a vast ocean
of green that attracts the attention of the beholder. Large tracts
of lands, waving paddy fields make up a typical rural scene. The
Jaffna rural scenery to the unobservant is like a vast scene of
waste dry land. Such critics do not really know that the rural
beauty-lies as much in waste lands as in the varied scenery it
affords. The tulip trees on the village paths, the groves of
palmyrah palms alongside the fields, all lend enchantment to
the views, |

From morning till twilizht ceaselessly flows the activity and
twitter of the village farm=r. Later in the evening one could see
the farmer plodding his weary way.

The humble palmyrah-thatched houses, as well as the tiled

roofs of stone built houses all combine to give the artifical touch
of beauty to the rural scene, ;
The Jafina rural scene represeats the “ideal” scene of which
the poet sings so much,
—fe————

“Our Food Problem”
I

V. C. PARAMANATHAN,; S S. C,

Today, the whole world has been plunged into the greatest
war of atrécity. Ceylon has been forced to realise the import-
ance of food production. In ancient times, Ceylon exported rice
to other countries. But, today, she is depending on other coun-
tries for food, Even though the countries at war had stored up
enough food before the war, they have now begun to feel the
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shortage of food. It was only after the declaration of war by
Japan, Ceylon came to realise her food situation, The horrors
of starvation threaten us even after the Government enforcing
the food rationing.

It has now become necessary for us ts change our staple
food. *“Eat wheat! More wheat!” is the slogan pronounced by
the food controller, in the advertisement appearing in the news-
papers.  We should thank the food controller for introducing
the rationing scheme, as we have to prefer wheat to rice, which
cannot be easily produeed in Ceylon. A Department called,
“The Department of Ceylon Government Ford supplies”, with a
commissioner at .its head has been established in India. The
responsibility to send food supplies to Ceylon, falls on Sir D. B.
Jayatilake, the Ceylon Government’s representative in India. The
money obtained from the revenue of Ceylon is spent on these
newly-created posts, as Ceylon has entirely to depend on India
for her food supplies. Therefore wheat fs to be our staple
food mstead of rice.

For Ceylon to be self sufficient, the qaestion of food pro-
duction arises. Several factors do not permit us to produce our
own food. The Government should give free lands to the
poor, who suffer from the effects of food rationing. The Minister
of Agriculture has requested the people to make use of every
inch of uncultivated land available. Large tracts of uucultivated
land should be converted into farms and gardens.

It is high time for us to take up the mammotie to dig the
ground. Again, the Government should give loans to those who
are unable to cultivate paddy owing to pecuniary difficulties.
The Government should help by giving paddy seeds, to encourage
our food production.

Ceylon can strengthen her food production by clearing the
jungles lying in the Wanai district and then by converting these
jungles into large fields. People succumb to malaria when they
come into these districts, The Government should take neces-
sary steps to eradicate malaria in these districts: Anti-malarial
campaigns should be organised by appointing more sanitary Ins-
pectors. It is only after getting rid of malaria, in these places,
that people can cultivate paddy in these districts,

Manioc, which was despised by all as worthless stuff, is
being planted in several areas. Manioc, kurakkan, yams are
some of the substitutes for rice. European firlas own large tea
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and rubber estates. We, who are natives of Ceylon, should see
that we also have estates, which are planted with yams, veget-
ables, fruits and paddy. We can very well produce paddy if the
question of irrigation is considered. Many water tanks should be
built, in dry areas, to irrigate paddy fields,

Further, the commodities like chillies, green peas, which are
very scarce these days can be planted in our own compounds.
We cannot entirely depend on foreign countries for these com-
modities. Again, the question of unemployment affects food pro-
duction  The Department of Education is encouraging schools
to help the foed production. If we school children join with
those who are unemployed and do agriculture, there will be no
other country to excel ours in food production. = Social service,
and the work of corporate bodies are some of the facto.s that
help food production,

Some of~the food commodities, the prices of which are can-
trolled, continue to be sold in the black market, The term,

. “Black Market,” is one that has come to our lips after the

introduction of food control into Ceylon. The food and price
control regulations were enforced only a year ago. A new
department to execute affairs relating to food was soon esta-
blished. Price control inspectors are sent round every towa to
detect the sales of commodities in the black market.

All these difficulties would not arise if Ceylon were self-
sufficient. '

1I
K. SUBRAMANIAM, Matric A,

Rice is the staple food of the Ceylonese. Ceylon was self-
supporting with regard to her food aspect in the reighn of the
Sinhalese kings. They built tanks and rivers and made them
suitable for cultivation. Thus agriculture prospered. History
reveals that Ceylon was not only self-supporting but also exported
its surplus food to other countries. Thus it has been aptly
described as the “Granary of the East.” It is a truth that ad-
versity succeeds prosperity” and Ceylon is no exception to this
rule. It isa sad state of our affairs that not merely the Granary
of the East has ceased to attract anyone outside her own housec«
hold but also the grand mansion has become dilapidated-
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When Ceylon fell into the hands of the Portuguese, they des=
troyed the tanks and rivers and when the English came to the
threne, Ceylon as so much absorbed in the political side that
it almost neglected agriculture. And as civilisation went ahead,
people deluded themseives into the false belief that it was below
. their dignity to take to agriculture. Thus when agriculture was
neglected came the time when she had to import her food stuffs
from other countries such as India, Burma, Rangoon, Siam.

With the entry of Japan into the present war—a war between
the law of liberty and servitude—Ceylon began to feel her food
problem very acutely and this was. made still worse by the fa'll
of Rangoon, Burma and Siam into Japanese hands- Then it
was felt that only India could support us. But considering the
tension of the Indian crisis today it was feared that she may not
be able to support herself. So she began to lessen her food
supply, the result being that Ceylon had to develop her agri-

culture.

It would not be out of place to touch ir} brief on Food
Control.. Though much has been said a.ndﬁ written against the
Control yet it is justifiabie. If not for this Centrol th‘e well-to-do
people wouid have hoarled bags and bags of rice while the poor
people who live c¢n their daily wages wou'd have found it difficult
to procure Food. Secendly if the people are al;owed. to hoard
then the whole stock would have been .exhausted in a shcrt
period and it would not have been possible to feed the large
number of His Majesty’s Forces who hav.e come over here from
their native places such as Africa, Australia, Am‘erlca,‘to defend
Ceylon at the risk of their lives. And we would be doing a great
sin if we do not feed them p_ropgrly- On these two grounds at
least, the Centrol System is justifiable.

The Minister of Agriculture and La};ﬁs rccently said tl:ﬁt
ends annually about seven million rupees on e
S:gg}?:sesgfnRice and tgree and a half million on foo_d-stuffs. !f
n small country like Ceylon spends so much on her tood then it
is quite clear that its output is very small. In th_e llgl"x‘t of these
statements it is but quite natugal to ask the question “Have we
been producing encugh of Rice’? and I am sure an honest repl_y
would be a definite “No”. The extent to which Ceylon is
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dependent on other countries is brought to light by the present
Rice Crisis.

More than two-thirds of the Island is still uncultivated.
Most of this area can be well watered by a system of rivers and
tanks and can thus be cultivated to the fullest extent. The
peasant is the backbone of our eccnomic structure, The agri-
culturist should be given encouragement so that at least with
regard to the production of our food stuffs we may be independent.
Whenever we can remain self-supporting we should miss no
opportunity of raising ourselves to that state of self-sufficiency.
Here are the uncultivated lands and here are the rivers and
streams! Why not m-ke use of these resources? If these resources
are tapped then it is quite possible to support ourselves,"”

“Sow, and ye shall reap”. Though the phrass has grown
somewhat stale yet let us “go back to the land” and let ug
back to the land with the aid of modern science, The services
of the many unempioyed Seniors and Matriculates may be uti.
lised for the noble purpose of restoring the economic state of
Ceylon and thereby unemployment can bs solved. It is a happy
sighn of our times that some educationalists have concentrated
their attention on agricultural training. A move in this direction
by the Agricultural Department in Co-operation with the
Education Department will be greatly welcomed and gladly
appreciated ;

B

Prosperity brings friends, Adversity
Tries Them

T. PATHMANATHAN, S. S, C, “A4”

It is natural that prosperity should attract friendship or at
least the semblance of friendship. The friends of a prosperous
man derive many obvious advantages from their connection with
him. If their rich friend is hospitable, he invites all who have
the privilege of knowirg him to pleasant entertainments in his
fine house and beautiful grounds. At these social gatherings a
large number of agreeable and clever persons assemble, determined
to do what they can to repay their host’s hospitality and secure
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for themselves future invitations by promoting the general cheer-
fulness. The rich man has also many opportunities of conferring
more material benefits on his friends. When they are poor he
can relieve their sufferings by supplying them with money or
helping them to obtain lucrative appointments. Also from a
feeling of vanity most men take a great deal of pleasure in being
seen frequently in company of the rich and powerful: Thus there
are many motives by which men are urged to cultivate the friend-
ship of the prosperous.

But when the rich man loses his wealth or the powerful man
is deprived of his power, all the friends, who were attracted only
by the considerations of self interest, fall away. They did not
love the man himself, but his riches, his hospitality and the
favours he could confer on those who pleased him. Therefore
when, owing to a change of fortune, he loses his power of confer-
ring benefits and is himself in sore straits, they leave him and
seek more profltable friendships. By this conduct they show
that they were not real friends but only pretenders.

The true friend is constant in evil as in good fortune and
remains faithful until death. Thus it is that friendship is tried
by adversity as gold is tried by fire; and it is on2 of the conso-
lations of adversity that it gives us the satisfaction of knowing
that thcse who cultivate our friendship are not self-seekers, acting
with one eye to their own advantage, but true friends who love
us for ourselver,

History and fiction give us many instances of friends tried
by adversity. In Shakespeare’s, “‘King Leac”, the Duke of Kent
and the ‘Fool’ are remarkable examples of faithful friendship, and
in the former character the poet shows how a true friend can,
in adversity, return good for the evil unjustly inflicted upon him
by his powerful friend, before the hour of misfortune came
upon hims.

We have the exact opposite of such a character as that of
Shakespeare’s Kent in the famous Bacon This great philosopher
requited the kindness he had received from the Earl of Sussex by
attacking him when he was in adversity, and even went so far as
to blacken his memory after his death. It is on account of this
base desertion of his friend that he has been deservedly ealled
the, ‘meanest of mankind’, ,

THE YOUNG HINDU

APRIL, 1943.

Impeachment of Gandhi.

WHAT HAS BEEN TERMED A LAMENTABLE DOCUMENT
appears to contain nothing in its fifty thousand words but a
clear indictment on the only existing nationalist aspiration,
We are not here to question the legitimacy of the Government’s
action nor are we to condemn it, but we do not like the
moment chosen to reveal the changes to level charges, that are in
themselves grievous, which need a scarching and an impartial in-
quiry and which are only refutable by the only nationalist leader
Gandhi against whom this attack is made. To cay the lzast, the
impeached is unable to defend himself, but the bar of world
opinion will have to hear his version of this tale when he is
released. ““The harping back to past mistakes”, as a certain
membear of parliament expressed it, cannot in the least ameliorate -
the present situation but can only deepen the gulf between
Nationalist India and Britain which, as time wears away, cannot
bz bridged. The only discernible thing ia this ‘sensational’
paper is that there had been going on for a long time underground
activities to which the Government had failed to take pre-
cautionary measures which if they had resorted to would have
pravented these calamities from occurring.

Regarding the authenticity of these reports of underground
activities the Government has not cared to verify it bzcause they
are bound, as Gandhi puts it, prima facie to accept whatever
piece of news that is placed before them by their departmental
heads, Gandhi’s defence can only be summed-up in his words
“I could not express any opinion on evenis which I cannot
influence or control.” The paper runs thus “The only explanation
HATE e Bl T e the arrest of August 9” These riots were the
sequence of the arrests of August 9 which would have been
largely prevented had the leaders been outside. Gandhi himself
disclaims all responsibility for the -occuirence of these riots by
saying ‘““Wasn't the drastic and unwarranted action of Govern-
ment responsible for the reported violence?” The round-up of
Congress leaders culuminated in the ignorant masses, who fined
up with an enthusiasm for the release of the leaders, trying to

2
5



10

point out to the Government the mistake they had committed.
The Government by endeavouring to show that these riots are by
persons who are believed to be Congressites thereby meaning to
show that Congress is incapable of non violence had only under-
valued the spirit of the real Congressites-

“Clique already shown to be defeatist in outlook......... with
Japan” thus runs another charge on the Congress, That Con-
gress—which is as antifacist as any other organization and
whose leaders had expressed the opinion that they should prep-re
for armed resistance against the Japanese oppression—tried to
paralyse the allied cause is no reason for voicing such opinions.
Moreover the sense of frustration of every goodwill effort that
pervades the atmosphere lucidly points out the intransigent atti-
tude of the Government. Judged by the British standards of
justice Gandhi is an impeached person whose defence we have
yet to hear.

Brain Teasers

E. SIVALINGAM, IInd Form A.
{Answers will be found on Page 15)

1. How many are there in a team in (a) Lacrosse, (b) Water
polo, (c) Polo, (d) Ice-hockey?

2. How many stars and stripes are these in the American

Flag? And why were these numbers chosen?

What have John Bungan, Sir Walter Releigh and Adolph

Hitler in common? '

Which is the greater:—Two feet square or two square feet?

What language is, “jinrickisha”, and what is its literal

meaning?

What are the seven wonders of the ancient World?

Which of these is spelt incorrectly:—Esoterically, Escutchon,

Escritoire, Escatology, Fahreneit, Farinacious?

Wlat is the meaning of: (a) Flotsam, (b) Jetsam (c) Ligam?

Bill bought a dozen pair of socks; six were red and six were

blue. He chucked them up in a drawer al! muddled up.

That evening just as he was about to pick out a pair to put

on, the electric light failed. How many socks would Bill

have to pick out of the drawer?

10, Which of these statements is correct: —=Momus is an Indian
rat, a Thraricun Island, a Greek God, a Roman actor?

w
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Holiday Trips in Fast Ceylon

P. MUTTUKUMARASWAMY, IInd Form A.

Now I can bet anyone that holidays spent in the Eastern
Province—and that too South of Batticaloa—are the most
exciting ones possible in Ceylon. Though the trip Northward
will be pleasant enough, if not for the ferries and the time we
take to cross each of them, the trip South of Batticaloa is quite

" pleasant because of the good scenery and the long bridges—The

Kallady bridge being one of the longest bridges in Ceylon.

Now I will tell you about one of the pleasant trips I had to
Arugam Bay—a place south of Batticaloa. We started early in
the morning—on a day in April—in two cars to Arugam Bay.

. We passed the Kallady bridge and the causeways and came to

Kalmunai. Then we went to the famous temple at Thirukovil,
We had our morning meals there and again started off on our
journey. At about noon we arrived at Arugam Bay after the
long journey. We were very happy that we did not meet any
elephant because the sight of an elephant would have put us
into great fright. We stayed at the Circuit Bungalow, in front
of which was the stormy sea and on the right a stream. South
of the stream was a thick forest where the rogue elephants were
numerous. During the evenings we went paddling on the stream
or walked along the shore for a long distance. Once we went for
a bath to a stream a few miles away from the bungalow. After
a cool dip we went for a stroll into the jungle. Before it grew
dark we took our journey back so that we might not risk our
lives by meeting a rogue elephant.

After a week we started on our way back to Batticaloa.
This time we went past Bibile where there was a big agricultural
station. Then after a long journey we came to Batticaloa quite
tired after the day’s travelling, Now it would be pleasant for
anyone to go on a trip tike this, but mind you; there is the petrol

rationing. -



Fashion

K. PATHMANATHAN, IInd Form A.

“Fashion” is the name given to the prevailing style of living
among the upper classes and the rich. Among the members of
the “‘smart set” of any country, certain styles of houses, furniture,
foods and drinks, amusements, polite customs, and especially
dress, are “‘fashiondble”. No one in society would dare to take
his meals at unfashionable times, or furnish his house with old-
fachioned furniture, or, above all, wear ciothes that were out of
fashion; for to do such things would be considered odd and
eccentric, or as pecple of that class would say, “quite impossible”.
And as fashions in dress are constantly changing, “the fashion”
in dress always means the latest fashion; and, as it is impossible
for any but rich people to bear the expense of discarding
petfectly good clothes, simply because the style has gone out of
fashion, and buying new and up-to-date dresses, only well-to-do
people can always be fashionable. Fashions in all things change
from time to time. One year the dresses will be short and the
hats small; the next they may be long and the hats large. Now
the prevailing colour may be blue; in a few months, it may be
pink; and some time after, everyone will be wearing black. A
fashionable lady will call a beautiful dress, that she has worn
only once, “that old thing”, and give it away to her maid,
because it has gone out of fashion.

e —

Brain Teasers
V. A, S, GNANASUNDRAM, IInd Form A.

What is the difference between:

1. A hungry man and a glutton? One longs to eat, while the
other eat too long.

2. A chatter-box and a looking glass? One speaks without
reflecting while the other reflects without speaking.

3. A hen and an idle musician? One lays at pleasure, while the
other plays at leisure,

4. A good soldier and a fashionablz lady? One faces the
powder, while the other powders the face,
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5. A successful lover and an unsuccessful lover? One kisses the

miss, while the other misses the kiss.

6. A mouse and a young lady? One harms the cheese, while
the other charms the he’s.

7. A schoolmaster and a stationmaster? One trains the
mind, while the other minds the train,

8. A priest and a shoe-maker? One heals the souls, while the
other soles the heels.

9. The death of a sculptor and a barber? One makes faces and
busts; while the other curls up and dyes.
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Answers to Questions
(on Page 10)

1. (a) Twelve (b) Seven (c) Four (d) Six.

2. 48 stars, one for each state in the union, 13 strifes, represent-
ing the original seceding states.

3. All three wrote their famous book whilst they were in prison
Pilgrim’s Progress, History of the World, Mein Kampf,

4, Two feet square.

5. Chinese language: Jin means (man) rik (power) -sha (vehicle)

6. The pyramids of Egypt; the tomb of Mouroties; The temple
of Diana at Ephesus; The walls and hanging garden of
Babylon; The Colossus at Rhodes; The Ivory and Gold
statue of Jupiter; Mt. Olympus; The Pharos or watch tower,

7. Escutcheon, Eschatology, Fahrenheit, Farinaceous.

8. Flostam is wreckage found floating, jetsam is cargo thrown
overboard to lighten a ship and washed ashore. Lingam is

cargo put overboard and moored to a buoy to be recovered
latter.

9. Three socks.
10. The Greek God of Ridicule.
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CRICKTE

J. H. C. vs. Central College. Result:—]. H. C. won by 6 wkts.
J. H. C. vs. Jaffna Colleges Result:—Drawn.

J. H. C. (Junior Eleven) vs. Union College. Result:—Drawn..
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