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YOUNG HINDU

AUGUST. 1949

EDITORIAL NOTES

A e

RO

V/E are glad to present the second number of this
year’s Young Hindu and hope that it will be
| L received with the usual enthusiasm.

The performance of our cricket eleven during the

last season was quite creditable. After many years our

College defeated St. John’s by 7 runs in a

Cricket closely contested match. Thanks to the

excellent bowling of our skipper, Mannava-

rayan, our college won all the matches except two

with Jaffna College and Jaffna Central College. The

‘success of our team was due to our veteran players,

Kulasingam and Logeswaran, and the brilliant perfor-

manece of our wicket keeper, Pathmanathan. Messrs.

P. Thiagarajah and V. Ramakrishnan have every
reason to be proud of their achievement as coaches.

‘ Sound physical training, even semi-military train-
ing, is an absolute necessity for students in the schools
of a free country. 1n recognition of this

Cadet Corps need, we believe, our College authorities
have recently organised a Junior Cadet

Corps. Many have jeined up, and it is hoped that their
enthusiasm will continue. Qur best wishes to the new
corps and their Second Lieutenant, Mr. Thiagarajah,
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- Though certain improvements have been effected

in the library by the addition of new books and in the

general organisation, yet the facilities

Our Needs available are far from adequate for a college

of this size and standing, We earnestly

hope that this Wifll be remedied early. The Historic

and Civie Association and the Science Association have

opened Libraries of their own for the benefit of their

members. But these too are inadequate.

of training good citizens. It is regrettable therefore
that we do not have a Scout Troop of our own.

The condition of our playground has been the
subject of appeal after appeal to our authorities and
to the Hindu public and yet it continues to be the
grazing ground of quite a few ocattle in the neighbour-

hood and during the holidays and festival days the

public make use of it as if it were their common
property. The temple well in one part of it, is, to say

the least, inconvenient to the young people who have

to play there, and to the public which makes use of it,
insanitary, since it cannot be built round. 1t will be
very desirable indeed if the public and temple autho-
rities could be persuaded to move it to a position
where the cleanliness of the water in it could be pro-
tected without obstructing the activities of the school.

It is gratifying to note that the Government has
at last recognised the necessity for re-organising the
Education Department and is searching
high and low for a Director with wide and
varied experience. We wish them every
success. There has always been a general feeling among
the students and teachers that all is not well with

Eduecation

R o,

Scouting
has been universally accepted as an excellent method

‘!
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the examinations conducted by the Education Depart-
ment. Neither have we any reason to think that it
would be better in times to come. In the interests of
the students in particular and education in general it
would be better if the University of Ceylon conducted
‘the Senior School Certificate examination just as
some Universities do. : )

i Distrust of the imperialism that had kept as in
“';*' colonial bondage so long has pérhaps been the reason
) xvﬁy a large and intelligent section of
- Ceylon Affairs the population doubted the genuineness
: ' of the independence granted in 1948.
\ It was a case of <I doubt the Greeks even when they
bring gifts.” However, the working of this constitu-
tion has dispelled all such doubts. The Government
has fully realised that independence is meaningless
unless it is going to mean better food, better clothing
and better amenities of life. The Hydro - electric
Scheme which is going to supply the necessary power |
for our industries is being pushed through with a
degree of vigour not usually associated with Govern-
ment departments. Work has already been started on
the multi-purpose Galoya reservoir scheme which can
provide irrigation facilities for over 60,000 acres,
besides generating 11,000 Kilowatts of electricity.
Similar dams across the Walawe Ganga, Nalanda Oyd,
and Kirindi Oya have already passed the blueprint
stage. The appointment of the dynamic leader from the
North as Minister of Industries, Industrial Research
and Fisheries angurs well for the future of our indus.
trial development. He has already started investi-
gating the possibility of opening up a synthetic ferti-
liser plant and a steel factory.

i
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For the sound working of a democratic institution
a healthy opposition is an absolute necessity. Unfortu-
nately Ceylon lacks one. The various opposition
parties seem to spend more time in quarrelling among
themselves than in presenting a united opposition to
the party in power. The Ceylon Indian Congress
wants to make Ceylon a colony of India. The
Leftists are waiting for the revolution. To add to
this, attempts are being made by certain politicians to
divide Ceylon into autonomous provinces—a policy
which makes us doubt whether we are living in an
age of medieval romance with Don Quixote and
Sancho Panza.

We wish God speed to Sir Henry Monck-Mason Moore
and extend a hearty welcome to Lord Soulbury.
“ During his ' Governorship of the island, Sir Henry
endeared himself to the people of the country and
took an active interest in the advancement of the
country. As the country’s first Governor General
under ker new status, he had a new role to play and
his rule has been a model of restraint and constitu-
tional co—operation with the Government. We are sure
the Governor General to whom this Dominion already
owes so much will give us many years of prosperity
and well being for the common people.

The students -are just getting over the strain of

the training before the sports meet which was held.

\ on July 9th. Asin the past the
- The Sports Meet studentsshowed much keenness and
, there was a keen competition
among all the houses. All the houses were colourfully
decorated, but Selvadurai House excelled 'all others
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and won the cup for the best decorated shed. We con-
gratulate Sabapathy House on their championship and
on their winning the relay cup. Sabapathy House:
deserves special mention, Lecause last year they were
‘the last with only 13 points, but this year because
of the good work of Mr. P. Selvaratnam, one of their
house masters, they have come out champions. We

also extend our congratulations to the  individual
. champions in the various houses.

The Tug-o-war event was won by Pasupathy

House, no doubt because of the mighty efforts of
. Pathmanathan. Then the Old Boysbchglle'nged the
* College Tug-o-war team. There was a keen competi-
. tion and during the first round the College team pulled

them. But encouraged by their defeat they pulle
us in the next round. ey pulled

We congratulate the Sports Master, the officials
and the helpers on the efficient handling of the day’s

programme.

This term saw the passing away of one who was
long associated with our College, and recently relin-
quished duties here to take up the
The Late Mr. Principalship of Kokuvil Hindu College.
V. Nagalingam Those of us who enjoyed the good
v fortune to listen to him in the
c]qssroom, know how great a loss the school has sus.
tained. Ever a genial and lovable personality, Mr.
Nagalingam won the hearts of his pupils wherever he
taught. His scholarship and attainments made his
|l'te]f'a13111'e lessons an unforgettable pleasure. Few of
his students were left untouched during his lessons
particularly when he threw himself with characteristio
abandon into an appreciative criticism of his favourite
Shakespearean plays, He leaves behind him a host of
Old Boys to regret his early demise.

We tender our heartfelt condolences to Mfs,
Nagalingam and her three children. j



India in the Cdmmonwealth

The status of India today, as a republic within the British
Commonwealth, is quite unique and unprecedented in the history
of the Commonwealth. As regards the future of India, the Prime
Ministers of the Dominions arrived at a decision in May this year..
This decision has been ° ratified > by the Constituent Assembly and
‘subsequently approved by the Congress Party at Dehra Dun. This
decision, {now termed as ‘the Commonwealth Declaration of 1949’)
allows the Republic of India to continue as a member of the
Commonwealth. India has also agreed to recognize the King of
Britain as ‘the symbol of unity of the free association of states,
and as the head of the Commonwealth.’

The Commonwealth is quite flexible in character, and is not
at all based on any constitution. It is a mere development of the
former ¢ British Empire’. It is now only a free association of
states, and the members are loosely bound by the agreements
reached among themselves. For the sole purpose of keeping
India within the Commonwealth -a completely new status, never
even dreamt before, has been evolved without difficulty. India’s
wish not to owe allegiance to the Crown was accepted willingly.
Was this unique decision due to the Indian Premier’s leadership
or to the innate flexibility of the Commonwealth ? |

If we look a little closely into the position, without regarding

. the misleading and colourful constitutional phraseology, we will
find that nothing much has been altered from her former status.
Mr. Attlee himself has explained after the London Conference
that ¢ Commonwealth of Nations, British Commonwealth of

Nations and British Empire, are only different terms carrying the

same meaning to be used by different members according to their
choice”. Members of the Commonwealth, other than India, enjoy
and will continue to enjoy the same privileges as India hopes to
enjoy under the ‘new status’. India may be said to be benefited
only in trade, through Imperial preference., But this too has

. adverse effects. It is therefore felt that the Indian Republic can-

not gain much by her continuance of her membership in the

S Bz
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Commonwealth, * R Y
vealth, ven if she has somethi i i
equally possible, if she is outside the Commo:nnvge:l:hgam" i

GontiOn the cofn}ilsra,y there are various dis
fluance ot her membership of the Commonwealth i isi
;(;:ég rﬁi;l::itieixtve:y badly upon b%le ledders of India, 'wll‘ll:;f::fﬁ:g
ety eney ](:iwards the ]ﬂ%mtish a few years back,
her ‘friendsg r;;m ]e;sn'e for friendly association with Britain and
R é'n.d i 11s fondon agreement is not in ’keeping with th
"\;yinterests Eveea s of the Congress’, and is mostly against Indj ’e
‘{‘f'ﬂau'nt th.eir OF Anow somg of‘ the so-called Dominions of Brit;ais
‘.hgainst ity Ifld-lcy of oppressmn, domination and discriminafzi "
g e .1a;ris. I‘t is really foolish to ally with ‘the gy
! ill-treating the Indians, by the Ghetto Acts?n JS)OD:;.:
ou

\Africa, the white Au i i and
5 stral ¢ imi
| o la_ pohcy, sm;ll&r attitudes else-

advantages to India by her

Onv of the greatest achieveme

~of India has been to disestablish cﬁiﬂ g(;ir?ilssplr;i&}ent government
the government did not believe in autocratic kin ;E-ce]y O.rde'r

a,rfon_mlous to see such a progressive and I'evolutiogna, IP- It is hi

wishing to recognize the British King as the S.ymbofyo%ol\:efélment,

Ith. Thi me i

India need not any more 6we a”egianf:lz %ﬁzeé::z:nt boasts that
flor_ can co.nstltublonal experts, find any real diffe?- We cannot,
owing allegiance to the crown’ and ‘recognizing th enc.e betwoen
symbol of unity and the head of the Commof e klsr;g as the
knon f.ully that the king is in actual SRy szalth_ We do
Dominion, nor even of Britain, ' ok Ay;

; as
ghly

‘In the ec?nomic field, India will continue +
to give Inflperla.l preference in trade matters_q,
;’Epols(;)dgnll August 15; 1947, India, as a free sovereign r ;

Out k. e 'to SIgn. 4 braile agreement equally witi}epubhc,
vountries, W‘henc‘ver her interests demand it . Toitia i 1 other
o Amex'lc:a, and Russia, both non-members (;fsfsl;llld S
weazlth. Ecox-lomlca,lly Britain herself depel s SGVCommoz.].
;ln(lil.kelif todglve what India needs. It is not right t' - A and is
Ndia should be a member of the ¢ ;
aurvival, ! ommonwealth for

o e.njoy, as well as
thing she bitterly

0 argue that
her economic
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Now to be outside the Commenwealth d“o.es not' in t.hzlez;st
signify that India ought to follow an anti- Bm"msh, olrdai::1i-s!0;1&gteo(i
American policy. We cannot also see how India W%u ot
in the world if she were not a member of the om.m(;.tubions
There is U.'N. 0. with a definite statute, charter, and 1(;1_3 i ! eé
of which she is a member. Some may argue thait India chbergof
the goodwill of Britain and her colleagues by belrllf a mz i
the Commonwealth; but this is got at the cost of Russia il :
But, if India remains outside the Commonwealth, she lizar; e%ussf;
get the good will of Britain and her colleagues as well a

and her followers.

V. K. NADARAJAN,
St. Entrance

A Marvel of Nature’s Creation

e

It is a meeting place of the East, West., North and_ 1)S.ou;;h——Iz’aﬁ.
rayer hall of the Hindus, Buddhists, Muslans and Chris hlari{ i
gbands lonely, high up, half visible in the mldsf:‘ of t-he. thic tg;l

Aﬂ round it stand the ranges of hills with their luxuriant grow

of evergreen wilderness.

Qur bus is winding through the round hills and the shouts

; \ e

of ‘sadly’ are piercing through the sky. We have seven mor
miles to reach Maskeliya where the bus would halt.

Holy in the past, today sacred to all, Adam’s} Pea.kt t:\zzlg
above a range of sister hills. Diﬂ’ermﬁs names are %iven 0 : i t.hé
they vary according to the mytho‘legmal' be]l‘efs. The wa.zn,;l f,u”
summib cuts through the jungle. The climb is very i&eefp ﬁlem (Me
of perils. The steps are narrow .B:Eld rugged.- Mos S(; b i
cut on rocks, hard, abrupt, and dlﬂlcu_lt to eclimb. tl? g s
chains are fixed in order to eage the climb, and at ce‘;/;L a111.1 }‘?v - i
one could hardly find space enough ff)r two 13_0 pass. Zlio L
spell death. So dangerous and perilsome is the cltlm .
sacred peak. Yet thousands of people, young and old, mk? e
women, wind up its rugged path by moon light or by torch' light,

*

s o i

’

They go singlng, neatly dressed in white. With them during a

certain period of the year countless millions of butterflies stream
~out to the top of the peak. They are supposed to be going on

pilgrimage to end their short lives on the top of the holy peak.

We finished the climb in about four hours. We were now at

the entrance to the wind swept shrine. Encircled by a low wall

' . atithe summit of the peak stood.the shrine like a castle in the
i air, open to the wind on all sides. Thousands of candles in rows
- lit the spot, and in spite of the sweeping monsoon gale, a large
- fire flamed intermittently, -

j\ This is the prayer hall where the rich and poor, old and

&l young, men and women, black and white, kneel down ‘together

and chant hymns in a sweet low voice, A sense of holiness arose

_ in our minds and we knelt among the others

.

Our prayer was over, but there was still time for dawn. We
took shelter under a large shed which was open at both ends,
Soon we wrapped ourselves in thick blankets, but we could not

- stand the pinching cold of the wild wind. Wearied by the tire. -
" Some climb we soon yielded ourselves to the embrace of sleep.

. I could no longer roll myself inside the thick blanket for the
. chilly wind was pinching at my heels, and the anxiety to see the
day break was growing at my heart, I jumped up to see the
eastern horizon turning pink from grey. It was time for the
~ sun worship and the whole multitude gathered in the eastern side
- with their inquiring eyes towards heaven. But still the west is
buried in the thick dark ses with the white foams of the misty
wave floating here and there, Now the pink in the east turns to
crimson, while the mountain heads are shaded with purple,  but
still the foot of the mountain is buried in, shades of blue, Now
the crimson wave SWeeps over the mountains and the mountains
look bright and beautiful. They appear happy to welcome the
8un. Now the east is turuing into shades of vermillion while the
misty wave of the west is slowly disappearing. Now the east
looks a daub of pink, spanning the heavens.

The qut is almost clear by now. Now the east is smiling
and now a circular golden dish is slowly rising up from the heart

g
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of Lanka through the blue hiils. The only sounds, the shouts of

Sadhu *and the tolling of the bells. Together they make a warm
welcome to the punctual master of the sky. | i

What a magnificent sight! How long would that noble crea-
tion of nature remain? Only a few minutes and now I see nothing
in front of me except the usual sun floating in the deep blue sky
and in the green hills deep below.

V. K. THIAGARATA
Jr. Entrance

They Have Won Their Revolufioq

——fe——

One notable feature of the twentieth century is the eman-
cipation of women. The position of women has taken an en-
tirely new phase in the present social structure of the world.
There existed at one time a belief among the bigoted straight-
laced men of the world that the fable of men’s superiority
over women in all spheres of life was. true. HEven at present
in India and Ceylon, countries that embrace religious theories
strictly, we find numerous men who claim the fable to be a
fact. Man can. no longer surrender himself to -religious limi-
tations. Modern civilization has now: reached a stage where
traditional beliefs should not stand in the way of social and
political progress.
their ability and since then men have begun to realise that
in no way are women inferior to men except in physique which
in thiz modern world counts for practically nothing.

The first and second world wars saw women taking over
the tasks done by men in peace time. They teook the place
of men as white collar workers, ticket checkers; .bus condue:
tors and even as police officials.  Furthermore they enlisted
themselves in the army assisting in land, sea and air.
Asia under the supreme  command of the famous® Indian leader
Subhas Chandra Bose, the famous Rani of Jhansi Regiment

In the last two world wars women proved‘

InS. E.

. decades has risen high.
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which numbered well over alakh of brave women, was formed
Th.e.ye,a.r' 1944 saw the regiment pushing back  the famoue;
‘British Second Division which had won many battles in Italy:
German.y, Italy and many other European countries comhell.
ed .thelr women to take part in the political, economic and
social aqtivities of their respective countries. With the Re.
volution of 1917 Russia opened all but a few services to her
women, Since then Russia has successfully steered through
rou.gl? seas and reached a remarkable economic and military
position which no other country can now dare to assail.
Woman’s position in the political field during the past few
In India, the work of Mrs. Annie

' Besant, the late Mrs. Sarojini Naidu and Mrs. Vijyalakshmi

S g
(on P

~ed her country in a masterly manner against the

Pundit equals that of the men who have contributed so much

. towards the attainment of Indian freedom. Mrs. Pundit has

distinguished herself in the diplomatic field. She has defend-
various
charges brought against her country in the-U N.O. It isan
extraordinary achievement for a woman of a country where
preju‘dicves against women are deeply engrained among the people.
In the medical field too women are no less distingnished. Dr.

' Rajakumari Amrit Kaur, the Indian Minister of Health is con-

sidered to be one of the most highly educated persons in the
‘mgdical profession. - Writings of famouns authors include those of
many women like those of Anna Louise Strong, a Russian born
American. Her writings again show that in no way are women

‘inferior, to men.

The qguestion of equal rights arose in England during the
elections immediately after the first world war. At that stage
the women of England felt that during the war they had occu-
pied the place -of men in every sphere' of life and had filled
those places succesfully. This and many other reasong induced
the women of England to claim the right to vote and many
other such rights, = This resulted in a great stir in the country
and the militant suffragettes even broke down glass windows
and hurled stones. The milder ones only quarrelled with their
own husbands at home. The government tried imprisonment
but :the disease spread. At last the government had no bption
but to. grant their demands, e | L
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(Gandhiji when he addressed the Women's Congress at Al}aha-
bad said “man and woman are in the same boat and they must
share equally the tasks that lie ahead of them in order to pro-
mote civilization™,

V. S. PATHMANATHAN,
Jr. Entrance.

The International Situation

B O

The world is today in a critical condition, because there are
two blocs one against the other; they are the capitalists and the
communists. The Americans and the British- are leading the
capitalist bloc and Russia the communist bloec.

For the the last twenty years there has been a civil war in
China, between the Nationalists and the Communists. The na-
tionalist Government is administered by Generalissimo Chiang Kai
Shek. Now the Communists are very active, and they are defeating
the nationalist armies. This twenty years old civil war is near-
ing its end. |The Communists have captured almost all the parts
of North China, and parts of the South and the great city of
Shanghai. After the fall of Nanking, the capital, and one of the
richest cities in South China, the nationalists have no hope of
defending the other towns and ports. Now they are ﬁgh!:ing for
the great port of Canton in South China. In North China the
Communists have established a “People’s Democratic Govern-
ment”. This government is headed by the Communist leader,
Comrade Mao Tse Tung. In a few months the whole of China

will come under the regime.

In Burma also the Corimunists are ‘ﬁgh‘ting . Thakin Nu’s
Government. The Red Flag Communists and the White Flag Com.

munists are not strong enough to withstand the nationalist armies. -

Burma is one of the rice exporting countries in the world.
Owing to the Communist trouble they are notin a position to
pxport more rice. The Communists are said to be destroying

LoD |

large stocks of rice and paddy in the great ports of Burma. They
are kidnapping the millionaires and they are demanding money '
from the Government for their release. In some places of Bur-
ma the Communists are being driven back by the nationalist

.~ armies.

The dispute between the Indian Dominion and Pakistan

over Kashmir is not yet ended. The United Nations has appoint-

. ed a commission to settle the dispute between India and Pakistan.

o .

R i

. Socialists have been defeating the Congressites.

India was a Dominion under the British Commonwealth of

' Nations.  The Government of India has asserted its Republican

status, but in association with the Commonwealth. In

. India we find two parties, the Indian National Congress and

the Indian Socialist Party. The Government of India is being

- administered by the members of the National Congress led by
- Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru.

The opposition is led by Sarat Chan-
dra Bose and Jeyapragash Narain. In some by-elections the
In a few months
the Indian Dominion will become a “People’s Republic’. and the
people will go to the polls for the election of the first President

of the People’s Republic of India.

The free countries of the world have established the United

- Nations’ Organistion to bring peace among the nations in the
world. But the existence of the two great blocs cuts at the root

of the United Nations’ Organisation. The Anlgo-American bloc has
the majority in the organisation but Russia is able to reject the
proposals of her opponents with the power of the veto. Owing to

- these two blocs the United Nations’ Organisation is not in a

position to bring peace among the nations.

- The vietory of the Labour party in England in the last general
election is one of the best. events in the history of the world. The
Labour Government is led by its leader Clement Attlee. The Labour
Government of England has nationalised the Bank of England, the
coal mines and their transport services. Now they are congidering
the nationalisation of the steel industry. Before the Labour party
relinquishes office, they might nationalise even more industries
and may perhaps govern England on entirely Socialist lines. We
oan be sure that the Labour party will also come to power in the
next general elections. :
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A few months back the Prime Ministers of all the Dominions
under the British Commonwealth of Nations met in England for a
conference called the “Dominion Prime Ministers’ Conference’’.
This is the second conference of its kind. They discussed the
question of defence against the Communist menace. The con-
ference took place at the official residence of Mr. Clgment. .Atleg{,
the Prime Minister of England. They had many discussions on
trade and political relationship and aid for the countries which
are now affected by Communist troubles.

The Berlin blockade has been lifted and there are ma.n,:v
disputes between the Western Powers and Rus’sia..} Following this
dispute, there we find strikes by the Railwaymen. The R'aalwa.,y-
men struck work and demonstrated and attacked factories and
Railway buildings. The foreign ministers of the Western powers
and Russia are having discussions over these and other qugstmns.

R. V.‘VILVARAJAH,
S 8.C, | '

The Caste System

This subject is now being discussed in most of the mef?tings
which ave held in public and in colleges. If we are to dlscuz?s
this subject, we have two questions t?_‘be answered. ;J.)ne i
whether the caste-system should be abolished and the other is
whether it should exist as it is now.

Most of the people would say that the caste system should exlit.
What they say is almost right, because there are many reasens to
say that the caste system will make the'whole natl(k)ln };;@pﬁrOl;?
and happy if 1t exists. Let us bakej for .exa.n}ple, the . eo‘ry d
evolution. When life came into being, it ex1st§d only in a 1fee 1
called protoplasm. It did all t.he v‘vork .such a8 respll)ra 1:;;,
reproduction and responding to stimuli which are done 3(; 4;
highly evolutionised animals too. We find many thou;at.x sb ;:o
cells in a highly developed animal but all cells are not doing g
game functions needed for life ts) exist. But the;f h:;e fgr:l);li)sn
themselves to do various functions, one group doing ,g unctior

#
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of digestion, the other doing the function of reproduction and
80 on. So, we find that nature has made highly specialized ani-

- mals such as man to be made up of many cells which group

themselves to do various' functions. If they bad not grouped
themselves their work would be difficult nor can the excretion of
waste.products be carrried out without a special opening. 1In
a similar manner we can think of the whole nation as & highly
developed animal and the people as the cells of the highly deve-
loped animal and the caste as the groups of cells doing a parti-
cular function. Nature has grouped the cells in highly developed
animals so well that they do their work very well for them. If the
the people who have grouped themselves into castes do the work
-well, their government will be going on without any disorder.

We find some people objecting to the existence of the ecaste
system. They are wrong in doing so. The people who oppose the
existence of the caste system are those who have left out the
particular work assigned to them. They may have left the work
because they have no skill in doing the work or they may have
wasted the period in which they ought to have practised it.

There is also another reason why some people want to abolish
the caste system. The people who do a particular type of work
are not interested in their work. This is because they have not

. developed their work. They are using only the implements which

were used by their ancestors and also they do not devise new
methods of doing a thing; but they only use the methods which
were used by their ancestors. This is because they leave out
their works and want to do something by publishing their views
that the caste system should be abolished.

The caste system has nothing to do with a man’s status. By
caste-division one should not be considered as inferoir or superior
to another. This superiority and inferiorit y in the caste system

whould be taken away from the system. If this is done, the

pe‘opIe who are called labourers and otherwise known as untouch-
ables should be allowed to enter temples for their worship.

8. THYALPAKAR,
8. 8. C,



Strikes
+

Strikes are common in these times. There are strikes m(
England, in India, in Ceylon itself and in other parts of the
world. What causes strikes? What can be done t(:) p.revent
strikes ¢ These are a few of the questions which arise in the
minds of all intelligent persons when they read or hear of
strikes. o

What causes strikes? The root cause is always dissatisfac-
tion with the existing conditions. Workers feel that they are
being exploited by ' their employers, because of the low wages
- they receive. In the pre-war days employers r.na.dfa good pro-
fits by paying low wages to their labourers. This dld‘not worty
the worker very much, as the cost of living was comparatlv?ly
low. Today the labourers think that the employers‘ are getiflng
more profits, but tha: the wages of the workers hana not .been ralse,d
according to the rise in the cost of Iiving.. It is mam.ly to t‘}us
reason that we must attribute the dissatisfaction which exmf:s
among . the labourers of Ceylon. There is no dou]ot tha't agi-
tators are active among labour but more success is attributed
$0 their efforts (by some people who say that they are the main

§ '
cause of strikes) than they have  achieved. !

What can we do to prevent strikes ? There is no limit to

what can be done by understanding and peaceful negotiation,
To conduct negotiations with labour, labour must be organis-
ed inte Trade Unions. The Government must. try to 'ma.ke
the path of the Trade Unions as smpoth as posm’ble, which so
far I regret to say, it has failed vo do. The h.mdrances ajn‘d
restrictions imposed upon ‘the Cevlon Federation of .Tra,de
Unions are glaring examples of an erring labour policy in Cey.
lon. The labourers should understand the fact that many
estates are running at a loss because of the relatively low cost
of rubber and hence should meet the employer half way in
the matters of wages. Profit sharing schemes have already
proved to be a great suceess. Some local firms in India who
“have introduced this system are noted for their freedom from

|
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strikes. This scheme supplies the worker with a motive to
strive his uttermost: if it is introduced

A on a large scale in all
sections of Ceylonese industry, it may do away once and for
all with the evils of strikes.

V. BALASUBRAMANIAM
BN e

\ i
\

Trees

Would you all like to live in a world without trees? Even
Adam and Eve spent their first joyful days under the shady trees
in the Garden of Eden. Man in the primitive ages built huts on
tops of trees and lived there, Poets like Shakespeare have admired
outdoor life under the trees where contentment and peace pre-
vail. Duke Senior in the play “As you like it” says, “and  this
our life exempt from public haunts finds tongues in trees, books in
the running brooks, sermons in stones, and good in everything’’,
Shakespeare had appreciated the  life under the greenwood trees
where ambition and jealousy are shunned.  Stevenson ir  his
“Travels with a Donkey”, compares sleeping out in a wood to
sleeping within the walls of a charmed room. Therefore trees are

a source of inspiration to us. '

Not only man, but also birds and' insects take refuge in trees.
Birds build their nests and eat the fruits of the trees. They also

build their nests with twigs and legves.

- Imagine a scenery of Jaffna painted without the black stal.

- wart Palmyrah Palm. At once we discern that something is lack-

ing in that natural scenery. The Palmyrah Palth is made uge
of in numerous ways. A land without troes would be barren and
unfertile. ' The pinnatifid leaves of the Coconut;
the tropical sun. Trees differ according to climates.
regions do not have any tress. Some parks have cone-shaped
firs and yew trees. The Meditterranean lands have evergreen
trees, The forests of Australia have tall, stalwart, giant trees.
These trees are cut down for timber. The trees with soft wood
are used for making pencils’ and paper. \

3

The Aroctic

Palm glitter .in °
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Wi%hout trees coal could never be supplied to the giant
machines of the modern era. The decayed trees buried under the
earth form coal. Without trees man can never get vegetables
and fruits. Green trees only can prepare starch in the presence of

sunlight,

Trees look their best in the flowering season. It is very
pretty to look at the flamboyant tree in bloom., Mango and Jak
are among the best fruits of Jaffna. What a variety of colours
these fruits have! Trees live for ages. Their ages can be esti-
mated by the number of rings on the barks. Even the Lord
Buddha sat under the sacred Bo-tree and meditated.

Trees are in every way useful. Unlike man and
beast they make no noise. Their leaves only can rustle in the
wind. . :

S. THANANJAYARAJASINGHAM
S. 8. C.

e s <,

Ceylon and the National Languages

The national language of a country should be one which
can be clearly understood by the common people. But, what
is happenning in our country? A foreign language which can
be understood only by some people, rules the country, while onr
languages, Sinhalese and Tamil, have been abandoned.

Now we are free. Therefore we should free our language
also. It is, a matter for great shame to use a foreign language
in its administrative affairs and as the state language. i

There is no doubt that English is a universal language
.. and is our only means of international contact. It must
therefore be taught in our schools. ' This need not mean that

it should be, continued as the state language after our freedom.

What is freedom without our national language? [Thers
is no freedom in a country which holds on to a foreign
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language in matters of state. Take the case' of Burma or
‘ :lvl'en oth_er countries when they got their freedom; they changed
© national language hecause they felt that the greatest

“ W ; t() bO t/ he l&nguage Of bhe

L | * :

f..‘. ; Of course there are some difficulties in going back to our
. language, but we cannot achieve anythi ithout i
R i | y ing Wltthlt facing
! At present the enthusiasm for the national languages is =
. less 'than when we were under foreign rule. This is due to
o English.educated people only being in power in the country

4‘. _ For example take a court of law.- The magistrate is

£ Slﬁnhalese, ‘m plaintiff and the accused are Sinhalese ) tha
i witness, the lawyers, all are Sinhalese, but there is an inter br t :
g. who is also a Sinhalese to translate the language whichpti;;

© all know, into another that the majority do not understand

So;ne say that it is difficult to hav
. : e two lan
'V(Su.lha,lese _and " Tamil) as official languages. South zg\lflliges
. Bwitzerland, and Belgium have more tha 3
their state langbage. Why not Ceylon ?

\upt

n one Ianguage as

[ s

] s T e % ¢ N. SaroHITHANANTEAN
/ : : 8800, ;

| s S
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! A SHORT STORY . -

Can It Be the Ghost?

B S

E It was the August holidays and Ratnam had gone to his
‘Jmclels house to spend the vacation. It was already past ten and
.E'Nathan his cousin was reading to him the “Haunted Dormitory,”

“It’s rather getting late' said Nathan i
‘ placing the b ;
table. “How is the story?” & g ook on the

“Not a bad yarn” replied‘Ratnﬁm smiling.

. Ya, H b k 11 Natha P < ps y()ll have[l 1 come acro
i 1 ]l’ roge 1r 11 er1 111 y 605 AdCross
g & TG§
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“Why! I would like to meet one, these days™

gaid Ratnam
laughing, Ok

“All right we'll get to bed” said Nathan looking on the cover
of the book.

It was past midnight and Ratnam was still thinking of the
story. He turned the other side, and suddenly he saw a figure
' in the window. Ratnam looked hard. Yes, it was surely a
figure of a human being. = The thought of the ghost flashed into
his head. He wanted to shout out, but he couldn't. His mouth
wouldn’t open; he was unable to move his lips. He turned over
and held the pillow tight.
faster. Every minute "he expected something to foel over him.
After a short period of unconsciousness he looked towards the
window. The figure was still there. Ratnam’s head was aching
again; he fell unconscious. When he recovered the sun was
ghining brightly through the window. He got up, washed his
face and went to have his tea. While drinking he was relating
the dreadful incident to Nathan. Just then their maid servant
rushed to the hall shouting “Madam’s jewel box in missing; she
says she last saw it yesterday evening’!.  Ratnam ~ trembled
while hearing the news. ‘“Can it be the ghost?”’ he sighed when
he fell into the chair.

K. KYLASAPATHY
Prep. Senior.

The Devil of Pippili

One night having finished my night study I went to have
my supper. Then I heard from my sister that my mother
was' very ill at the Manipay I—Iospltal

; This sad news troubled me much and directly I went to
my friend’s house and asked him to come with me to the
. Manipay Hospital. Without a word he dressed himself and was
ready to go with me. We went together. The clock was striking
_ten as we arrived at the Hospital. There I saw my mother lying

His heart began to beat faster and .
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on the bed and my father beside her.

' We stayed with them for
some time and then we returned. | :

When we came to the Pippili ecrematorium it was one o’clock
and very dark., My friend warned me to be careful as there were
devils in that crematorlum I was terribly afraid but I went all
the same.

My friend said that he saw a dim figure approaching in the
distance. He said that he wanted to see whether it was a man
or a devil. {

At that time there was no gate in | front. So we were able to
go through and when we reached the spot asked, “Who is that”?

No reply. We stood froyen with fear. My friend flashed a torch
light. It was my friend Sarvanandan who was searching in the
crematorium for something. When he saw us he was ashamed
Then after some time we saw that he had some skuils in his hand:
We asked him why he wanted skulls. He said that he wanted
skulls for studying Biology We asked him why he did not take.
them in the daytime. He said that he was ashamed of lboking for
them in the daytime. Then we three went to our own houses,

S. NARAYANASAMY
- Form III

At Sigiriya

I went on a tour with a company of my friends to Anuradha.-
pura, Polonnaruwa, Kandy and the places between them. One of
them was Sigiriya Rock. We arrived at Sigiriya at about 3 p- m
on 11th of April 1947. After having got down from the van, I
was thinking how to climb up the rock. It is roughly square
shaped. I did not want to climb up the rock. So I got into the
van and sat there,

But one of my fnends forced me out and took me up the
climb.
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When we had climbed a quarter of the rock, we saw a level
quadrangle. We saw a notice warning us not to shout because
there were bees and that they might sting.

Then we saw a very steep ﬂight of steps beginning from t\he
quadrangle. At the entrance of the steps, we found two great
paws of a lion. After, resting for some time in the quadrangle we

started climbing up again.

The steps. were very narrow and dangerous, So we climbed
one behind the other. There were strong iron.bars fixed on the
rock to hold our hands. If we slipped death wassure a thousand
feet below. In this danger I thought of home.

On the top we found the foundation of Kasiappa's palace,
There was a small pond also, supposed to have been his queen’s
bath. From there we looked round. We saw many hills round it.
Then we watched the scenery. All the fields below looked like a
green drawing room carpet so small they seemed from above.
. The tanks were just tiny dots of silver. ‘A tree twenty feet in
height seemed to us as small as a bush. All the things were very
gmall in size. ' I tried in vain to get a view of our van. I turned
to all directions but could not see it.

After seeing all these beautiful things and shooting some of

them with the cameras we had brought, we began to descend the
rock. When we had come twenty yards from the quadrangle, we
found some winding steps going up. There was a notice to say
that only six could go at a time. 8o we went six by six. We
reached the top, snd saw the frescoes and thengot down. After
having reached our van, we continued our journey to Kandy very

happily.

S. KATHIRGAMANATHAN
Form IIL

“If 1 were that Ha’rieja'n...a”

In s little village lay a little field. In that field there was a
pond. It was a fine scenery to see the pond, especially wh
the lotus flowers in it bloomed. : . i

By the side of this pond lay two houses. One belonged to a
Brahmin, and the other to a Harijan.

Now, the people who lived around. the pond- used to take
flowers from it. : ) '

' One day the people received a notice which came from the
Village Committee. In it the following sentences were written:—

“The field in which the pond lies was owned by the fore.
fathers of the Brahmin who lives beside it.”’ '

The Brahmin was very pleased at this. If any of the people
whe lived by the side of the pond came to take flowers from it
he would not give even one flower to them. One day the Harijaa;
went to the Brahmin’s house to take permission to take some
ﬂowefs from the pond. But the Brahmin, instead of giving him
pern.ussion, sent him away with a sturdy blow on the back part
of his head. | ‘

_What is the strength of the Brahmin, compared with a
Harijan’s? The Harijan would have given him a slap, but the
caste system did not permit. ' ;

Six months passed by. A notice reached the Harijan’s hand.
It stated that the field belonged to the forefathers of the Harijan
and not to the forefathers of the Brahmin. ;

1

When the Brahmin heard of this notice, he said to himself,

“If I were that Harijan, I could have enjoyed this pond, till the

last Of. my life, but being a Brahmin I enjoyed it for only six
months.”

N. Kaxpasamy
Form III



jé\f'fna’s Tragedy

I hate my country because of the systems they follow. In
my country the people do so many cruel things which I cannot
see with my eyes. We must first try to stop these cruel and
foolish things.

First, we have toddy drinking, stealing, telling lies and
gambling for money. The next thing is the caste system. - By
having a cagte system many people are suffering from cruel things.
In Jaffna only the people are afraid to work against the caste
system. A few years ago in India there was the caste system.
There were untouchables, unapproachables and even unseeables
among the Harijans in India. But today in 'that country all
these cruel systems are removed ‘and all the people are equal in
gtatus. All the temples are open to the Harijans. The
higher caste people and the lower caste people are equa,l before
God, and the law.

It is stupid to think that this person is a high caste man and
that person is a low caste man, The person who has an even
temper and does good things is a higher caste man, though he is
born in the lowest caste. The person who does evil things and
has a bad temper is the lowest caste man even if he is born in
the highest caste. The people of our country do not understand
this. This is their great tragedy.

C. K. ARUNAGIRI
Form IIT

An Imaginary Adventure

o

My iriend Vijaya and I -went to a forest to pluck some palai
fruits. We went with asmall bag and a knife. He clinibed a
tree and cut down many branches full of fruits. I plucked the
fruits and put them in the bag #till it was full. Then e got
down. ‘We ate as much as we wanted. Then we set out to
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. come home. I carried the bag and he the knife. When we
. were going I saw somthing coming towards us at a distance.
i I showed it to my friend.  He said that it was a wild pig

coming to eat palu fruit. But it came stra.lght to us, It looked

- as if it was comlng to charge us.

So we ran and it also came runnnig after ‘us. I ran

."‘ with the bag because I did not like to throw the fruits. But
~ when I tried to climb a tree I couldn’t; so I threw the bag down

and climbed the tree. Vijaya also climbed a tree

' The pig ate all the frnits which' I had thrown down
and stayed under the tree for nearly half an hour. I broke
some branches and threw them on the pig to frighten it
away, but it wouldn’t move. Vijaya slipped down 'from the
tree and came unseen behind the pig and threw the knife
at it. It caught the animal on its hindleg, but being only
wounded it turned and charged Vijaya furiously. The knife
had fallen off and the beast was bleeding. Vijaya' had just
time to swing himself on to a branch within reach. ' The
wounded beast stayed under the ‘tree to wreak vengeance on
Vijaya.

But I slipped very quietly from the tree, took the knife
where it was, went a little way unseen behind the pig, took
careful aim and threw the knife at it/ with all the force I
could put jnto it. The knife caught it near the stomach and
mortally wounded it. It sank down unable to stand er move.
Vijaya jumped from the tree and we ran home without taking
the knife or bag. As we were running we looked back to
see whother it would chase us again. But it lay there un-
moving, ‘

: K. VARATHARAJAH
g | Form IIT. :



My First Visit to the Mihintale Hill |

During the last holidays some of us went ‘on a tour to see
the ruins of Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa. During that tour
we paid a visit te the Mihintale hill. :

Mihintale hill is eight miles from Anuradhapura. It is the
place where Mahinda met Devanampiya Tissa. T

On the 10th of April 1949, we started from Anuradhapura to
see the Mihintale hill. We hired a bus and went there. Tt was
7-30 of a very cool morning. We were very happy. 'On our way
we saw the Nuwara Wewa and many other wonderful things.

After seeing many things we arrived near the M‘ihi‘ntaﬂle‘ hill.
We walked a quarter of a mile to reach the foot of the hill. We
tried in vain to count the steps from the bottom to the top.

After some time our legs began to ache. Some of us began to
run some steps and then waited for the others to come. When
they had come nearer we ran again. At last with much difficulty
we reached the top. There was a temple. In the temple -
there were many statues of Buddha and people worshipping
Buddha.

By the side of the témple there was a dagaba. It was very
old. It was built of bricks. Although it was not very high we

did not climb it. After seeing the dagaba we looked down to see

the surroundings from that™ place and it was of course a very
beauntiful sight.  On one side was a temple and many trees, Far
away we saw the Ruanweli-Seya, the Abayagiri dagaba, Anuradha-

pura town and its tanks stretched out asif in a miniature mode]

_ of the city. %

After seeing these beautiful sights we descended this hill by
another way. We went to the temple which we had seen from
above. There was a dagaba also. There were many pillars round

it. From there we went to another hill. It ‘was on the top of
this hill that Mahinda met Devanampiya-Tissa. We climbed the '

- top. On the other side of the hill was Mahinda’s sleeping place,
We went there also. Then we descended the hill. While climb-
ing and descending we saw many ruins. Thus ended my first vigit
to the Mihintale hill. !
S. SrvATHASAN
Form 111,

-

The Poson Festival

Poson festival is one of the greatest festivals of the Buddhists,
Poson is & name for June in Sinhalese. The festival is held on

‘ 1-. ‘the full moon day in June. A neéw foundation was laid for

Buddhism, by Mahinda Thero on a day like this'in Ceylon. The
Buddhists show their gratitude even to day to Mahinda every.
year. Gt G

Mahinda was a son of Asoka, who was a great king in North.
ern India, The King, after having become a Buddhist tried to

‘ ' ~ spread Buddhism in the neighbouring countries. Ceylon is one of

the countries, which he selected to send missionaries.
\

At that time King Devanampiya Tissa (247—207 B.C.) ascend. .
ed the throne in Ceylon. Asoka and Tissa were great friends and
sent gifts to each other. But they never met each other, Bud.
dha also had proclaimed, “In future Mahinda Bhikkhu would

~ produce my order in Lanka Dwipa.” ; :

Therefore he arrived here, 'according to the advice of the
Bhikkhus and the King, on Poson full moon day. The King,
Tissa, was' hunting with a number of followers at Mihintale hill
Mahinda met him and conversed with him. Aftera few hour;
Mahinda delivered a sermon. The King and his followers, who
were then Hindus, were converted to Buddhism. Thus Buddhism
began to spread in Ceylon.

Anula, the Princess, wife of the younger brother of the King
who had a keen interest in religion, wanted to become 3 nun.:
Mahinda told the King, he was not allowed to ordain the ladies.
He sent messengers to India, to bring Sanghamitta, who was his

' sister, with the right branch of the Bo.tree. The King sent her,

After the arrival of Sanghamitta, Anula became a nun, with

E five hundred ladies. The Bo.tree was planted. It is the oldest
‘historical tree 'in the world. The King built Maha Vihara,

Thuparama Dagaba, many monasteries and convents,
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Even today the Buddhists hold the Poson festival every year.
 They hold that in all glory at Anuradhapura. Numbers of

people from the various parts of the island, crowd, like a surging .

stream, into the sacred city. Pirith ceremony is held and a number
of devotees are granted the eight precepts.

Poson Perahex:a. is held with the statue of Mahinda, m
Colombo and some other places. A Posen procession was held in

Jaffna this year. ;
: BrirknUu P, PREMARATNA, (Pandit)

An Incident in a Bus

————pow sE——

Last Saturday, I was travelling in a bus. Two men got
into- the bus with me at Grand Bazaar. One had a fudumi

tied in a knot at the back of his head. The other had not.

‘a gingle hair on his head. His head shone in the sun light.
I bought a ticket for Chavakachcheri. They bought tickets
for Kaithadi. 4 !

It was election time, and these two gentlemen started
“talking of the election. The man who had the kudumi said,
“Why, he called us Yalpana ku{izm,ni thamilan. He  has been
gpeaking ill -of us in the Council’

The bald-headed man said “He never scolded. us like that

Cunning men have made up this story”

“He is a rogﬁg. He has betrayed us.  Are you going te
yote for that candidate ?” '

«Your man is a rogue. Not mine”. : 4

«Do you think the Tamils are slaves to vote for such a man?”

«“We are not slaves. We are doing the right thing.”

«You don’t know politics. Have you read the newspapers?,”

«I know what is written in the papers. All lies. Do you
believe them?”’ '

1 fly to sit.
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“I don’t believe them. You do. I know you people from-——",
“What do you know about us? Shut your month”,

Thus they started quarelling in the bus about the election.
Then they called each-other names. All of us were enjoying the
fun. Even the conductor joined, encouraging them to talk more
and more. Hverybody laughed, but they kept on talking.

By now we had come to Chavakachcheri and the bus
stopped in the stand. Then only they realized that they had
passed Kaithadi. The bus conductor collected the excess fare
to Chavakachcheri. They paid and waited for the next bus to
take them back. Their love of politics had' landed them five
miles away from their destination, .

K. PARARATASINGAM
Form III.

, A Film Sbow in Our School

A number of educational films were shown on the 28th
of June in the College Hall upstairs. The Principal sent a
notice to every class to march in line to the hall. The money was
collected at the entrance at twenty five cents per head,

When we went in, there were about 50 pupils. I #lso

. rushed in with the other boys to get a comfortable seat, but

as all the boys entered there was not even a little space for a

After some time the show started. As the show started
the windows, doors, and every opening by which light could
enter, was closed. So there was no ventilation at all. One
of the boys fainted is the close atmosphere. All this was due

to the fact that our school hall is not enough to accommodate our
school children, . !

#
It was a very good film. We could see in it the structure of
the Karth, its movements, and how nights and days are cauged,
i T
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It _showed us very briefly how the people in the Sahara Desert
lived. Several other films were shown and after two hours of fun
and thrills, the show came to an end. We all rushed out to go

home. As we came out the whole atmosphere changed I felt as

if T was coming out of the water. A cool wind blew on my face.

A. MUTHURRISHNAN
Form III..-

1 Broadcast Through Radiq Malaya

+ Y

I had a great liking towards Japanese music. No sooner did
the Japanese come to Malaya than they opened several schools
and T too joined one of them. With several other subjects music
also was taught there. The year end examination approached.
I prepared music with the other subjects. I later found that I
got the highest marks in the examination in music. This en-
couraged me more, |

In 1948 the Kuala Lumpur Badio Station had a children's
programme once a week, Several Schools gave items. Our school
also decided to give an item.

Our Principal asked our music master to select some boys and.
train them well. So our music master selected some boys. I too

was selected, Our music master trained us well for a long period.

Finally one day all of us were asked to sing individually.  In this -

also I was selected. The Principal then called us and said that
on the following day we had to give an item on the Radio.

The next day was a bright Monday and we assembled in the
school at 4 p. m. A large car came to the school. We then got
into the car with our master. We soon reached our destination,

Our master took us up in a lift to the 5th fioor which was the -

Radio Station. We were then guided into a room. A Jap then
offered us comfortable seats. The commentator then announced
the programme. We were asked to sing and all of us sang. When

‘our song was over we were awarded prizes. We then thanked

them and got into our car. In a few hours we were back at school.
We then returned to our own homes. Our parents were very
glad when they heard us sing and were happy that we had a
chance to broadcast through the Radio. !

S. RAGUNATHAN
Form 1T,

A Cricket Match
) My friends Ra.mu and Gopal and I were there long before the
 § bell and busy talking in our class room about our cricket team.

| “.Krighlm cannot play well; therefore we must give him good
. practice” said captain Ramu,

| “Oh! that can wait, my friend: first we must have nice' caps
. for everyone of us. What is the price of a cap?”’ asked Gopal

i Befor.e I could reply Shanmugam, a well-known boy, came to
_ our captain and gave him a note neatly written and inserted in
- an envelope.  We were anxious to know what was written in that

'8 and we crowde‘d round to read it over his shoulders,

] -That was a challenge from another team called Saraswathy
y team. They informed us that they wished to play a match with us

. Immediately our captain wrote the reply ‘ ’
ply to say that our
. team would meet the - i
j . m that very evening at the end of an old’
] The tennis ball we had been using had been lost among the
’i’f puslles somewhere and we were raising money to buy another So.
| We wrote to the Sarswathy team to bring their own ball, ‘

- Of ¢
it box wood bats couldn’t stand a cricket ball. ks

: The captain ordered us to wear white shirts and blue trousers

‘,A“ the playe_rs met at the end of the lane. On their side onc;
" player wag missing. Therefore their captain told us that a player
~ must be dropped out from our team also, So our captain was

‘= willing to drop me out because I had a slight i
‘[ was asked to score, ' £ e s 2 s

2 One of us dug three hqles on | the ground and placed the
‘wickets. Instead of an opposite wicket we had 1 big stone It

 was used as a stumping | . ]
) i Ping post. The bowler could only work | from

) ’First our captain played and by the third ball he was out
‘Elght of our players were bowled mostly like this, and we had got:



32
only 16 runs. At last Krishna came to bat. We thought we were
losip/g. the match that time, Fortunately Krishna did his part
wonderfully, He scored 26 runs. The Captain whose eyes were

filled with tears turned round and round and cheered with drops
rolling down his cheeks. Krishna also bowled. He was our star

player.

" Then the other team came forward to bat. First our
captain bowled with angry face and struck terror into the enemy
ranks by bowling out four of them in the very first over. Then
Krishna bowled and took two wickets. Our boys were shouting
and cheering Krishna and the captain, I was very glad that the
score was dnly 12 for our opponents. The other three managed to
add 10 runs to themselves with a great deal of difficulty. Then
their captain came and batted fiercely but he scored only 14 runs.
At last he was caught out by Gopal.

Qur team had scored 42 runs and their team only 36, The

captain called the usual hearty cheers and then in ceiebration of

our victory the wickets were thrown in the air in the direction of
the mangoes which were hanging by the side of the lane. Many
of them tumbled down. We rushed at them and divided them
among ourselves. While we were eating them I gave up my
position as vice captain to Krishna in honour of his great perfor-

" mance, Then Ishook hands with Krishna and ran home. The
first thing I did was to write this article.

V. KANTHAMOORTHY
Form 11

How [ Learnt to Swim

| e C—

My brother, Thavarajah, is a skilful swimmer, but I did not

know swimming. I was afraid of the water.

‘ There is a swimming pool near where we live, We hoth went
there to bathe. Thavarajah swam with other boys. I stayed on the
bank and bathed with the help of a bucket., I bathed quickly and
wabched the others swimming. \
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Thavarajah gave me daily lessons in swimming. These les-
sons were all in vain, ’

One day he told me, ‘“Brother, do not be afraid of the
water,”

I told him, “When I learn to swim I go down to the bottom
of the pool.” 7

“You are not really sinking, but you are only balancing.”

“If that is so water goes into my mouth.” K -

“Yes, that is true; when I learnt to swim I drank pints of
water, and that taught me the rules of swiming.”

The next day we both went to the swimming pool. I did
not bathe. Thavarajah swam with many other boys. I was
lookip‘g at them. Suddenly I fell into a brown study. My
brother’s friend, Sivalingam, came behind me and pushed me
down. I fell down into the pool. Thavarajah came swimming very
fast to save me, When he came near me he saw that he was not
needed, for .I was swimming, not like human-beings, but like a
dog. From that day I knew to swim. Now I am able to swim
with other friends equally fast.

5. NAVARATAH
Form II,

| O e —

A Visit _'to an Aeroderome

I came to Ceylon from Malaya this year. Arrangements
were made to reside in Colombo. As I was late for the
admission test I was not able to join any college in Colombo.

. So I came to Jafina and with great difficulty gained admis-

aior} in Jafina Hindu. While I was in Malaya I had a great
desire to tour round Ceylon because I had heard it. was a

- beautiful island. But it was like ¢“crying for the moon”,

I satisfied myself with a hope of touring at least round Jafina

Peninsula, As soon as I arrived in Jaffna I asked my cousins

5
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to give me a detailed description of the Peninsula, They told
me about the health resort at Keerimalai, the aeroderome at
K. K. 8., the Dutch Fort at Jafina and Tinnevally Farm. I had
the chance of visiting all these places but not the aerodrome. I
anxiously waited for a fine chance to visit the aerodrome. Days
passed on to weeks and to months. But my desire was not ful-
filled. I was disheartened. » ‘ ‘

At this time e¢verywhere there was a talk that the two famous
comedians of India would be visiting Jaffna and also that' they
would fly from India  and land at K. K. S. aerodrome. My joy
knew no bounds. . I determined not to miss this chance. I found
out the exact day and date of their arrival on the pamphlets
printed. T also came to know that they would land at K. K. 8.

~aeroderome at 3-30 p. m. The three previous days I was quite

restless. ' It appeared to me as though the days passed on wvery .

slowly. At last the day of their arrival dawned. I had made
arrangements with my neighbour to take me to the aeroderome
as T was new to this pluce. I started early at about 2 P. M.
with the hope of occupying the front place to hayve a full view of
the aerodrome. As soon as I reached the aerodrome I saw
thousands and thousands of people crowding the place. All were
with their heads up towards the sky. Some how or other I manag-

_ed to get tolthe front. Suddenly we heard the somnd of the aero-
plane and slowly it landed down. Some prominent people wel-
comed the comedians and garlanded them. After a few minutes’
stay at the aerodrome they. got into a car and drove away. I
kept back till the crowd disappeared. Then I hada good look
round the aerodrome, My heart leapt with joy because
I was able ““to shoot two birds at a shot” and I returned home
with a joyful heart.

T, SIVANANTHAN
Form 1.

In Memoriam

i,

MR. V. NAGALINGAM, B. A.

The death of Mr. V. Nagalingam, Principal of Kokuvil Hin-
du College, removes from our midst a notable personality, who,
for well-nigh twenty five years filled a large’ place in the life of the
Jafina Hindu College. He won the affection and esteem of his stus
dents and ' colleagues as few others huve done. The response
which his old boys made to his appeal for Kokuvil Hindu Coliege
Building Fund is an eloquent testimony to the hold which he had
on the hearts of his students. A distinguished old boy, soon
after Mr. Nagalingam’s death, referred to him as the best possible
choice, all things considered, for the principalship of Kokuvil
Hindu College. It is to his great qualities of head and heart that
his succes as a teacher is due. He was by nature genial and Syme-
pathetic, free from condescension and standoffishness, an idealist
of the orthodox conservative school, who rose above the petty
concerns of life. Students naturally caught the silent spell of his
personality. As a teacher of English and History he was re.
markably successful. He brought his personality to bear on the
presentation of his lessons and assiduously cultivated his powers
of expression and exposition to give of his best to his students.
His Shakespeare classes in particular were highly appreciated by
students in the higher form.

(4

His contribution to the many sided activities of the college
deserves mention here. A speech from him was a common fea-
ture in literay and social gatherings and was looked forward to by
students and teachers, He was for many years the editor of the
Hindu, the old boys’ magazine. He completely identified him-
self with all the activities of the College and subscribed liberally

' towards the celebration of achievements in sports. He thus be-

came, S0 to say, a part—a large part—of the Cellege. “Magna pars
fui.2$

His career may be briefly mentioned here. After passing his
Cambridge Senior from Jaffna Hindu College, he proceeded to the
Scottish Churches College, Calcutta, and graduated with English



36

honours. 'On his return to Ceylon he joined the Jaffna H1lr"1du
College, in 1918, but resigned in 1920, He then entered a.v;
College. After a brief period of service at. Ananda.- ('301;;%2 a.rIl

Manipay Hindu College, he joined Jaffna H'lnc.lu again in 1926, In
1946 he succeeded Mr. Seenivasagam as Principal, Kokuvil Hu.ldu
College. 1In 1939 he succeeded Mre, M. 8. E'liayatha.n':lby as Efdlt'(lJr
of the Hindu Organ and soon established his reputation as a facile
writer and editor of sober end ‘statesmanlike views. . By  his un-
remitbing efforts he was able to build up Kokuvil Hln(?.u College
“and raise it to Grade I. : & :

Until march this year he looked very hale _a,ndf"h.ea.rty and
showed great energy in his organisation and administration of the
College. Nobody could suspect that the e;rxd was 8o near. He
himself never suspected that nephritis was eating 111_130 h_ls; V'ltals. It
is idle to speculate what he would have achieved, if his life had
been spared some time longer, Kokuvil Hindu College has sus-
tained an irreparable loss by his death,

children who are deprived of his fostering care and support.

A FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE,

We express our heartfelt condolence with his wife and young

' in cancer treatment in place of radium.
. bombarding ordinary sodium with the nuclej of heavy hydrogen,
. Half the quantity of radiosodium disintegrate within 15 hrs.,,
| whereas the time taken for half the quantity of radium to dis.

SCIENCE EDITOR’S PAGE, -

'

Atomic Healing

e QOB e

There is nothing fundamentally evil in atomice energy. « Yet
the idea prevails among many people that atomie energy can be
used only for the manufacture of highly destructive bombs, This
is wrong. Recent researches clearly indicate the great role atomie
energy will play in peace time developments.

It is now believed that radium healing can be replaced by
several other treatments that depend on atomic energy. Thege
treatments have several advantages. The injurious after-effects re.
sulting from the use of radium can be avoided by using neutrons?,

| Neutrons have a very powerful effect on tissues and their pene-

trative power is high. Since neutrons possess no electric charge
patients undergoing neutron treatment will not become radio-
active® whereas under radium treabment the patients become
radioactive. Destruction of the blood corpusecles follows in cases
of advanced radium intoxication. This disadvantage i8 also avoid-
ed in neutron treatment.

Another boon of the atom is radio-sodium which may be used
This is produced by

—— R H_.“_,-____.“_“‘_\._\_*_-—‘\___

! 1. Neutrons are electrieal_ly uncharged particles, which are found in varying

numbers in the nuclei of the atoms of all elements except ordinary
hydrogen. :

E]ectrons‘arq negatively charged particles which are always found in
the atoms of all elements, "

2. Radioactivity is the property of giving out sub-atomic particles like

helium nuclei, protong, electrons, positrons and neutrong,
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inteérate is 2000 years. From the medical starljldpf?in:, t&is:
i i t importance. In the first place,
overies are of the utmos np !
S:iciosodium gives a very great activity for a sn'la.ll Welgilb(.i Allis];);
.‘ra.dio-sodium could be actually introduced mt.o the. ody i
dium. but no harmful effects result, because radio-sodium reve i
22 ma.gr,lesium by the emission of an electron. The dos;at ;eql‘l;r -
to attain a desired effect is very fnuch'smaller. ]_iutes :he Ese
rate of decay is by itself a disadvantage. It .neele;ssil a R
‘ d material and not all hosp
of wvery freshly prepare : .
;hysica}; laboratories containing cyclotrons attached. to them

Another and very interesbing use of hax-'mless e]e?elr:;s Ii];\a,(zz
radioactive by bombarding them with suitable par 1;} ,radio-
‘ he progress of food through the .body I-Iejre also i
f:r&(fe ! - incipally used. With a diet is mu?ed a certain
. SQ_dlﬂm_ . prrtior? of radio-sodium or other radioa.ctlve. sul?stance.
'mmute pr((;poakes its way along the alimentary tract, it gives out
fasd::teiofzov?h?zh can be easily detected by electrical means. Thus

ti can be determined and in cerbain cases the positions of the
imes

obstruction can be accurately detern.lined. “Taggedb atonr::o I1ls¢ ﬂ}z
name which has been applied to this 1:1131:;%11(;& 2:;:-,6?.6;;:3 in. -
ibilities in di is and sti :
o g.re&t fp{)iise:}glls\:flsc‘ar;rlibd;la;inlg:en already rgesponsible for 2 f.air
e‘Xperlmenfa know’ledge. Blood volume is calculated b}.7 using
zhm(?untt' Oe iron. Gangrene, cancer of the thyroid,' caries z}.nd
I‘B'dlo?«c 1‘-Ilverosis.a\.re detected by radioactive,s.odlun.a, 10d1n'e,
ol and calcuim respectively. Radio sodium 1s'ued in
’f}]jOS%]:g::jction of cancerous tissues and warts and ringworm
e

 infections.

Radiation may also find its use in causing he;;edltir Scl;a;nitz

known as mutations. Such changes aire caused by rhy i

i lly short wave length. In this work X.rays have g

ce}')t;lonisgd and the experimental creatures have been the q-ul: -

ilxl':dsi’ng tyi)e of wﬂies. On the fly eggs, neutron b:r?baéfre(ir:zxfltz uzﬁ

- have produced unexpected ph:ngees a:n(;i;lllleastshzﬁeof S
i wic

b'OH_X;b ﬂfd;‘l::: Z;Snzgzzeﬁet; 1];); the ability to ic.)ni.ze (remove f.rie

:112:1133;.112) the air. Since the only type of radiation, that exists

. . - - e ]
everywhere is cosmic radiation,’ this might after ?11 be the prime |

i | 39
cause of organic éVolution.‘ Their effects cannot be conclusively
stated as yet. But, that they have a profound effect on living

bodies is not denied, It is only up to man to delve further into

this aspect of atoms and use radiation for his welfare and
not for his destruction.

From Becquerel, who discovered the phenomenon of radio-
activity in uranium in 1898, to Lawrence, the pioneer in the
development of radiosodium and other radioactive substances and
also the cyclotron, is a long step in knowledge. But in years it
is only a short period in man’s history. The benefits that have
acerued from the study and elucidation of radioactivity, are already
considerable, and the way is now open for advances even more
striking than those already made. Side by side with the atom
bomb, there are the creative uses of radioactivity. X.Rays
and radium treatment are already established
hospitals. The use of radiosodium and
been adopted everywhere.
erect cyclotrons,
mon feature.

in almost all

tagged atoms has not yet
That is due to the lack of capital to

In American hospitals they are already a com-
Now the prospect of influencing all living bodies by
changing their heredity to obtain their greatest value to man
opens a new vista ahead. Yet is it not strange that this same

atomic energy was first used to wipe off from the face of the earth
two of the biggest cities of the world ?

Al
I
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