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Foreword by Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra

I met the editor of this Anthology in the SAARC
Literature Festival. He had indicated his desire to publish
a small anthology of poetry by the participating poets in
the festival. I am glad ‘Sopa’ as he is fondly called, is now
bringing out this anthology.

It is a small anthology of around 86 poems. The
participating poets had recited their poems in the afternoon
sessions during the festival. Representation of the poets at
the anthology is fairly diverse. Since the participants are
some of the major figures in their respective languages, and
this anthology is the product of efficient editing, I am sure
it will reach out not only the future participants of SAARC
festival but also will reach out to a larger readership in their
countries. That is one of the most useful purposes of bringing
together creative writers in a festival, Needless to say, the
poems have diverse themes, several styles, and various
levels of articulating emotions. This anthology will no doubt
be released at the SAARC conference in Delhi next year.

Sri Lanka is a country where literature, particularly
poetry is extremely popular, This anthology will give them
an opportunity to read some of the finest poets of India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal and other countries in Tamil
translation. It would have been even more useful if the
English versions of the poems also accompanied side by side
the Tamil,

The translator deserves thanks from all poetry lovers.
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Translator’s note

Plurality and diversity contribute to the richness of
SAARC poetry. It embodies ‘the aspirations and struggles,
the dreams and anxieties, the values and accretions, the
sensitiveness and nightmares of the people and societies
which inhabit the region’!

The poetry of this region is an amalgum of history, myth
and socio — political upheavals. ‘poetry, is one of the finest
flowers of civilization and, in spite of all the assaulis and
hurts, it blooms eternal’?

The SAARC region witnessed the conflict between
East and West, Tradition and Modernism, Colonialism
and Liberation. In the turmoil ‘Poetry itself became a
battleground’. ‘The emerging Poetics of liberation was also
a poetics of resistance’?

SAARC poetry gave expression to the anguish and
yearnings of the people of the region. It has been able to
cut across geographical boundaries and political differences.
It has come to stay as ‘a continuum of humaneness, of
shared values and anxieties, mutually relevant insights and
revelations’

Poets have refused to succumb to racial fanaticism and
religious fundamentalism. They have always stood by the

1 Aject Cour and Ashok Vajpeyi, Mapping the Poetry of SAARC in
Beyond Borders: An Anthology of SAARC Poetry (2005), FOS-
WAL, Delhip.13

2 Ibidp.i4
3 Ibidp.l5
4 Thidp.17
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weaker and marginalized sections of Society like dalits,
women and children. Poetry has been the voice of the
oppressed.

Yet Poetry has not lost its touch with Beauty. The vast
output of Love poetry in all language is proof enough.

Nor have our poets given up Religion and Spirituality.
The Sufis and the Siddhas have used poetry effectively to
reach out to the masses.

So, we of South Asia have a rich tradition of poetry
coming down to us from Vedic times. We celebrate the
diversity of landscape, languages and culture.

The foundation of SAARC writers and Literature has
been doing a great service to the cause of South Asian
Literature since its inception. It has been holding Literature
Festivals annually and publishing anthologies regularly. It
wasn’t that plain sailing. There were challenges which only
the indomitable will and courage of our mother figure Ajeet
Cour and the support of her daughter Arpana could meet.

It was my good fortune to be inducted into FOSWAL in
2013 Since then I have been attending SAARC Literature
Festival and I was able to meet and interact with South Asian
poets.

Goethe Institut invited me in 2016 to participate in its
Poets Translating Poets project in Frankfurt, Karlsruhe,
Mumbai and Chennai. It gave me the opportunity to interact
with fellow poets, from South Asia. It was in Mumbai I met
Sumantha, Yashodara, Neerav, Hareesh and Sukumaran. I
have made use of their poems. I thank them and the G.1.

I have already translated African poetry and Sinhala
poetry into Tamil. But over the last few years my mind was
preoccupied with translating SAARC poets. This anthology is
a fruit of that fervor. It is a labour of love. I don’t claim this

X
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to be representative. Whatever material I had access to I avidly
read. And I have tried my hand at whichever poem I thought
could survive translation. I owe this duty to my Tamnil readers.
This work might have its shortcomings but it could be a starting
point for future translators of South Asian Poetry.

I dedicate this volume to Ajeet Cour as a token of
appreciation of her contribution to the Cause.

I am thankful to Ajeetji for having laid at my disposal a
good number of FOSWAL publications from which I could
cull the poems.

Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra is the greatest among the living
poets of South Asia. His Foreword is both a blessing and an
honour. I thank him.

The cover painting is by Ravi Babu of Nellore, India,
an artist whom I have not met at all. I saw the painting in
Dr. Perugu Ramakrishna's possession. It was he who got the
artisit's permission to use it. I am grateful to both of them.

I thank Godage Bros for having undertaken the
publication of this collection. Deshamanya Godage is doing
his best to foster amity and understanding between the two
communities of Sri Lanka through Literature. Our nation is
indebted to him.

It is difficult to work with me because I am not organized.
Ms R. Thadchayini not only did the typesetting but also
managed to trace some poems that have fallen by the wayside
because of my carelessness.

I 'am very much obliged to her.

“Eraham” S.Pathmanathan (Sopa)
Potpathy Rd, e-mail: spathmal49@gmail.com
Kokuvil, Sri lanka.
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