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Earlier this month, Errol Musk, a philoso-
pher, engineer, and father of tech visionary
Elon Musk, visited India on a “spiritual and
green pilgrimage.” On his itinerary were
religious destinations like the Ram Mandir in
Ayodhya and ISKCON in Delhi, but it wasn’t
the architecture or the rituals that moved
him. It was something deeper, the spirit of
India, and more specifically, the eternal soul
of Saivam

But the highlight of his travels would have
been the glorious statement he dedicated
to Lord Siva:

“1think if the whole world followed Siva,
it would be all right.”

Errol Musk is no spiritual master. He is
a man of machines, energy systems, and
applied science. And yet he was drawn to
Siva’s grandeur. For someone so invested
in technology, coupled with the negative
effects of the global confusion that exists in
our time, such as ecological collapse, techno-
logical overload, and spiritual emptiness, to
be able to draw such a spiritual conclusion
is astonishing.

Errol would have found an antidote to
the emptiness of modern society through

Lord Siva for All

Siva, as in his words, our religion “boggles
the mind” in its wisdom and antiquity. If
he wasn’t stumped by the intricacies and
complexities of the sciences but was intrigued
by our religion, it clearly demonstrates the
greatness of Saivam.

But what we should draw from this lesson is
the fact that in just six days, as an “outsider”,
he was able to recognise the wisdom,
depth, and relevance of the Lord, so what’s
stopping us?

What does this say about us? Those
who have been born into this tradition,
whose ancestors have sung the Thevaram,
built temples, and passed on saivam from
generation? If he, with no background in
our scriptures or our rituals, could catch a
glimpse of the divine radiance of Shiva, why
can’t so many of us?

We are overwhelmingly blessed and
privileged to have been born into a religion
that guarantees us freedom, intelligence,
and peace of mind. It’s time we start living
with the knowledge of it. Let us speak our
thanks, cultivate our faith, and pay our due
respects to the almighty Lord Siva.

www.thennadu.org
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Saiva Saint Eripathar Nayanar

The executioner

As we explore the more
mundane and impulsive sto-
ries of the Periya puranam,
Eripathar comes 7th in order,
known for his strictness in
application of the actions and
principles he saw or deemed
right. His story is one that revolves around a
singular incident which went on to show his
determination, rather than a long gradual
one highlighting his persistent practices.
Though quick, brutal, barbaric and verily
blind in execution, his stubbornness to act
first and reason later, though is not the take
away here, shows the forgiving nature of
the spectrum of people that the saintly
list accommodates.

Background

Karuvoor once had the good distinction
of being the Chola capital. The saint, Eripa-
thar hailed from this region and was known
for carrying around an axe. One that saw
the blood of those who were not zealous
of puristic ritualism. The axe had made a
notable reputation for punishing everybody
who would cause harm to devotees and
their practices.

With anillustrious lineup of saints who
are quite the violent vigilantes, it is here
that one should make a note to themselves
that the Periya puranam does not applaud
these acts and practices with merit or cele-

Srisankarshan
Srisatkunarajah
English Editor
Thennadu
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bration. Rather, through the interventions
at the precepts of each of these horrid
episodes, and the mixed contradictory
ideologies of the 63, the notion here is
to invoke inclusivity, forgiveness and op-
portunity/access to salvation - at any point
in life, as opposed to the popular trend of
casting one out.

The Test

On a very auspicious Navami, a mature
devotee named Sivakamiandar was on a
morning trot with his basket of auspicious

ritual flowers. His care, effort, and the op-
ASAAB - MAUBTFH HeIbaT 2025



portunity to perform the respective ritual
that day was robbed off him when the
Royal elephant pulled away and tossed the
basket from behind him. The old devotee
wept at his lost efforts and the irrecover-
able auspicious time.

Witnessing this, Eripather slaughters
the trunk which tossed the flowers off the
elephant in a fit of impulsive rage. For all
the public noticed, someone had publicly

murdered the Royal elephant, apparently
unprovoked. The confused accounts reached
the king - Puhazh Cholan. Upon arriving
at the scene the king understood that the
assailant was a Sivanadiyar, and reasoned
that Adiyarhal like the king himself would
not initiate such violence unless rightly
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provoked, and took responsibility for the
actions of the elephant, so much so that
he argued that the saint take his life too,
but with his very own royal sword instead
of the saintly axe, as he did not deserve
its righteous strike.

The Saint, not having expected such a
smooth resolution and a display of un-
derstanding from the king, realised the
gravitas of the heinous act that he had just
committed and attempted to seek atone-
ment by sacrificing himself with the royal
sword.

The divine word broke from the eight
directions and proclaimed that it had all
been a test. For the display of faith, cour-
age, understanding and accountability, all
that were affected were resurrected and
blessed. Both Eripathar and the king as-
cended the royal elephant and rode away
to their duties.

Significance through time.

The temple city of Karur Pasupateeswarar

~ Temple continues to honour him. His story is

read during temple festivals and commem-
orated in the monthly rituals dedicated to
the 63 Nayanmars. Saivites commemorate
the saint, and the values made apparent,
on his Guru Poosai day - Moolam star of
Tamil Margazhi.

On a streak of more bloodshed and go-
riness, the series will explore topics of self
worth, sacrifice, purity, rage and more in
the upcoming issues before moving on to
a lighter and calmer theme .
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Sydney Murgan Sikk_ilar Fest
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Sekkilar, the revered poet who authored
the Periya Puranam, gifted Tamil literature
with more than just a historical record it is
a timeless testament to faith and devotion
that continues to inspire across centuries.
Composed in the 12th century, the Periya
Puranam immortalizes the lives and spir-
itual journeys of the 63 steadfast Saivite
saints, known as the Nayanmars, offering
profound insight into the ideals of Tamil
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Saiva tradition.

The Sekkilar Festival was celebrated on
8th June 2025 at the Sydney Murugan Tem-
ple, marking its 17th consecutive year. This
annual celebration was a joint initiative by
The Saiva Manram and World Saiva Pera-
vai Australia. The event actively engaged
students and youth through a variety of
programs and activities.
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Tamil Literature: The Soul of Our Culture

Tamil culture is incredibly rich, and its literature
is a priceless treasure that reflects our profound
heritage and intellectual depth. Tamil literature
is vast and carries thousands of years worth of
knowledge and values that we still employ to-
day. Our literature can be seen as the blood that
pumps through our body, carrying the essence of
our identity, history and values to sustain our life
and the soul of our culture. Throughout history,
our very talented writers and poets have crafted
several texts that have shaped our culture and
philosophy. Let’s go through some of the most
influential texts of Tamil history.

THOLKAAPIYAM

Tamil literature’s oldest text that we have un-
covered and studied properly is the Tholkappi-
yam written by Tholkappiyar which dates back to
around 700BC. It is important to note that there
are older texts. Tholkappiyar references them in
the Tholkappiyam but we have been unable to
recover them. The Tholkappiyam incorporates
a systematic analysis of the structure and rules
of the Tamil language covering a range of areas
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such as phonetics (ezhuthu),
morphology, syntax, and se-
mantics (sol). The Tholkap-
piyam is a testament to the
ancient depth of Tamil, with
its extensive knowledge and

Siva P.Ketharan
English Editor -
Thennadu

representation of sophisticat-

ed grammar and structure,
ultimately indicating that our
language was spoken and used long before its
formal documentation. The Tholkappiyam is di-
vided into three main books or Athikaarams. The
Ezhuththadhikaaram focuses on the phonology
of Tamil, including a scientific description of its
sounds, particularly in the chapter Pirappiyal, which
articulates Tamil’s letters. Further Solladhikaaram
deals with Tamil’s morphology, classifying words
into four categories: Peyar (Noun), Vinai (Verb),
Idai (Particles), and Uri (Adverbs/Adjectives).
Finally, it also contains the Poruladhikaaram,
which is unique to Tamil, this book addresses
literary content, categorising themes into Agam
(love and relationships) and Puram (war, valour,
and heroism). The Tholkaapiyam is indeed an
extraordinary piece of literature and for Tamil
heritage to have a text so complex and intricate
in the language emphasises its greatness.

With the dawn of the great Sangam age, Tamil
literature flourished and gave rise to a collection
of eighteen intricate texts, known as the Patinen-
melkanakku @éeerswrGedasemae) which is made
up of Eight Anthologies (Ettuthokai) and the Ten
Idylls (Pattupattu). These texts, regarded as the
oldest surviving Tamil poetry, are considered a
cornerstone of Sangam Literature, which was

composed between approximately 100 BCE and
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200 CE. The most notable of these texts are the
Tirumurukatruppatai and Paripadal.

Tirumurukatruppatai

The Tirumurukatruppatai (Tamil: Smwpmanmbmis
uemL, ) is an important work in Tamil literature,
attributed to the poet Nakkiranar, one of the
most celebrated poets of the Sangam era and he
is believed to have composed this around 2nd
to 4th century CE. This text is entirely dedicated
to praising the Murugan, a core deity in Saiva
Tamil beliefs. It describes the beauty and the
warrior nature of Murugan, his six sacred shrine
regions whilst also going into depth about his
characteristics.

Paripaadal

The Paripadal (Tamil: uflum_ed), meaning the
anthology of poems in the paripadal metre, is
a classical Tamil literary work. It is traditionally
regarded as the fifth of the Eight Anthologies
(Ettuthokai) in Sangam literature. The Paripadal
is a key anthology of Tamil devotional poetry,
originally containing 70 poems, of which 24 have
survived. These poems, compiled by 13 poets,
are primarily dedicated to three deities: Thirum-
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al, Murugan, and the river goddess Vaikai. It is
important to note that the Paripadal mentions
various temples and shrines that emphasise an
established religious infrastructure dedicated to
deities like Thirumal and Murugan, which sug-
gests the Ancient Temple Culture of the Tamils.
The collection is considered to be from the late
Sangam period (approximately 3rd century CE).

As the Great Sangam age progressed and
came to its culmination, The Eighteen Lesser
Texts or “Patinenkilkanakku” (Tamil: uéeereooréip
sewrs@) formed an essential part of Tamil lit-
erature, showcasing the richness and depth
of ethics and practical wisdom of the time.
These texts focus on concise aphorisms and
teachings, often addressing everyday life and
morality, essentially teaching individuals how
to be better people. Comprising works such as
Naladiyar, Inna Narpathu, Iniyavai Narpathu,
and others, these texts reflect Tamil society’s
values and the importance they gave to virtues
such as discipline, hospitality and virtuous living.
The most notable of these texts is the Great
Thirukkural.
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Saiva Saint

Thirugnanasampanthar Swamikal

Thirugnanasampanthar Swamikal
merged back into the lotus feet of
Lord Siva on the auspicious day of
Vaikasi Mulam in the Tamil calendar.

Siva This year, Vaikasi Mulam falls on
P.Aggam Thursday, 12th June 2025.

Thirugnanasampanthar was a
revered Saiva saint and poet who lived in 7th
century CE. He is remembered as one of the
most prominent among the 63 Nayanmars (the
great Tamil saints devoted to Lord Sivan). His
devotional songs were later compiled into the
first three volumes of the Thirumurai, a sacred
text central to Saiva Siddhanta philosophy. His
collected hymns are known as the Thirukkadai-
kappu.

Sampanthar was born in the town of
Sirkali to Sivapatha Viruthayar and his wife
Pakavathi Ammal. From a very young age,
he showed a strong bond with his father

and a deep devotion to Sivan. When he [* _‘_‘ ok .

was around three years old, he insisted on =
joining his father on a visit to the temple.
His father, as part of his daily routine, took
a holy dip in the temple’s sacred pond.
He asked little Sampanthar to wait on the
steps while he bathed.

Sampanthar sat quietly and watched
his father go under the water again and
again. But when his father stayed under a little
longer, the child panicked, unable to see him.
In distress, he cried out, “Amma Appal”

Hearing his heartfelt cry, Lord Sivan and Goddess
Parvati appeared before him in divine form.
Moved by his innocence, the goddess lovingly

fed him milk from a golden cup.
www.thennadu.org
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Moments later, Sivapatha Viruthayar emerged
from the pond and was shocked to see milk on
his son’s lips. Alarmed, he scolded the boy: “Who
gave you this milk? Why did you drink it from a
stranger?” Sampanthar, still in a blissful daze,
didn’t respond. Frustrated, his father picked up
a small stick and said, “Tell me now! Who gave
you the milk?”

Sampanthar, pointing upwards, began singing a powerful verse
Thodudaiya seviyan vidai eriyoor thuuven mathi soodi
Kaadudaiya sudalai podi poosi enn ullam kavar kalvan
Edudaiya malaraan unai naat paninthu eththa arul seitha
Peedudaiya piramaa puram meeviya penman evan andrai

In English this means, the God who wears
earrings and rides on a bull, wears the moon on
his head like a crown. He smeared himself with
the ash in the cremation ground, he has
stolen my mind and bestowed his grace on
Peruman who is seated on a lotus. He is
the one who resides gladly in Piramapu-
ram possessing greatness.

Everyone around was stunned, not just
by the miracle, but by the depth, beauty,
and spiritual strength of the young boy’s
song. From that day on, people recognised
the divine spark in him. He was named
Gnanasampanthar, meaning “Sampan-
thar endowed with divine wisdom.” Out
of deep respect, he became known as
Thirugnanasampanthar.

He went on to compose thousands of devotional
hymns known as the Thevarams, praising the
greatness and compassion of Lord Sivan. Though
many of these works have been lost over time
and about 400 of these verses survive today.

ASHAG - MAUBTFHS HeIbaT 2025



Loty Lomeur "t oM QML L pevreerasT (Ll G\gemf)
wibentp 2 L_gienm Hh&HCHSFFTBTHT H(1h%HCHTule au(n
L Qupbdmallipmemerg), Gowp allLpsLbL 2erif) gy e

@[r_r]ﬂilﬂﬂif_ﬁﬂ&u EH[[_[]LHL[]Q] oILEhABSALDT- 2 [Bg;uﬂiﬂn alilgoT

.z 2299 wousTds Fmiser17ib
prar (2025-05-31) Fafls
Fpeno CFmL_&aHb 2025-
06-09 FEisL " FpeoLo aueni,
us g wrer Smailpmers
Apliunsg peo_QLh i (LpLg-1
SIGTTS.

@sslmaiiprailel, Fmpddler
: Caaumgl um_evOubp S5
SeVmIGaTle) gaTpmeT F(hdh
Gsgssrsdar Coisdn
allpreurers eobCsr aig)
2 GUITGYL T dnig il ApLiLy
L& 55T GLh. @)Lbperm Cspir
Slmailiprairear s sL_pemasT
| A5 Hriser 25 oy1b prair (08-
06-2025) yav1.m1 HHaub@n
L&t Apling @) _bGLb]
BbSGl. ABBTeNGO BfLg wimiy
| QLIBLOESGIT LIGUBLD H6VTb S
Q& mewir(B), 6TLbG)LI(BLOTEN6ET
25C55 afflear S
STL_Flevwid H6wr(h) S)meuer OLHO(BBHETT.

FBFFAHDILDUELD

LOITGwsToU T &H61TIGH enFeu FLowl mlallenest GLoLDLIBSHa LD,

LT auflum () allepiilwsiseer Geualls6s e (R eugayLb,

RaUCTH BlewpLodlsEGL, C&sTésGaley GgerearT® CFh

SLOLD &L Haurol_gFlerred Gleuafuil_LiLipib GFevrer TR

FBIF6T QST F(hS FIL_6T UTHSGLD LILpSGHESlenet

Growbi®S b CrréGL_air Q)b LINAeL H"1_1b gy FLbLils

SLILL 19 (BEED ).

UTL_&FmTenev Lomentauiser, Liararmd Coerailsends,
PsHlevgs Hmser 57 yaig OCsararm® Smiser QsLle0
@53 LFlevgsenar e1pD), LITL_FTevev HFLiFler 2 i
LRSSNIL_aT, 2 BT LpupliGLwy, GFm_fi| @)evssLb,
psauif] eTevTLIGUD ML 6¥T GuIS) FewTd @ allLiTSens /b 9jepLiL]]
@audbsHayLb. QaupPlmerisend@ 500/- epLimis LiewrLiLifHe)
QULPBIGLILI(RLD.

Gaaiailsar:

1. “erieun@et wrTwmiemilds Gslland Smaurmpar
AUIIALTHAT HTAOIL SVA]” TDILSHI 615HDDDTUITIH]
&meair ?

2. HELMD OHBAMBHIA AWPHOTAIZH GHIBIDSHT FHIDNSTOTLD
wImir?

www.thennadu.org

-27-

3. GFTCLGFITAHSHBT araib Framuilumed eralaii Bisaflsh
LDL BIB6T OIaDIDSSLILL L 5?7

” elb® He0DHe0 LMLl Lg1?

5. QBB a3l IDTATONT FaPLILITED, L LDTHT0T FapLiufled

4. “HbaoBu YSLPHSI...

SIS HUAUDD HHdHEHTUND SaDMaIT ALIULT TATaT?
6. agFmisamar HnlausF Aoinibs umpu ugsid wng?
7. FHSTAPISHS) FraIMOBe6T SUDIH) HTUSITET cTalTmI
AoinsSHmT?
8. SGIbSIIT LDeNLp Cauawnp UsGLD LmpU FHeoLb ergi?
9. FHHBTMETL CUTAINT HTWDITT 6lfbD 2aamTF CFIHBHAIT?
10. “LoDWIB ISTELDBLA
BIDLD AUDDEOT” SanL_elauar] BITLn|db.

eTaT@)Ib

SI@IILGaIIIRL SDIFH HBBH):
Spafls Fmisar 16 Opib Hrar (30-06-2025)
Sl Gauawnpul apsaifl:

ASIINTB AFHBLOND DbhBILD FlILDL LD,
ASDNTG a3, ABTHSHalled BIPHS,

A®BTHGHalled, WIMLPLILITEDILD.
+94 21 222 9722 | +94 70 770 1111

ASHAB - MABTHH FHeIbaT 2025



Fourth Doubt (Refuting the subtle deha-aanmavaada)

Last month Summary :
Sivakan and his friends were discussing the
nature of the soul when one friend asked if
the sensory organs such as the eyes, ears, and
none could be considered the soul, since they
help us gain knowledge. Sivakan clarified that
while the sensory organs detect stimuli like
sound or sight, they are merely instruments.
Each organ has a limited function and cannot
perceive beyond its specific sense. The true
knower, he explained, is something subtler
and more intelligent than the senses. That
conscious, intelligent entity which uses these
instruments to perceive the world is the soul,
separate from the sensory organs.

One of our friends suggested that maybe
the subtle body, the part of us that works
during dreams, is actually the soul. After all,
we’ve all had dreams. When we’re asleep,
our physical senses, like our eyes and ears
don’t work, but in our dreams, we still seem
to see, hear and experience things. So, could
that subtle body actually be the soul? That
was his question.

Let’s think about what actually happens
in dreams. Sometimes, after waking up, we
can remember our dreams completely. Oth-
er times, it’s fuzzy or we forget most of it. If
the subtle body in our dreams were really
the soul, then it should also be active during
our waking hours. And if that were the case,
we’d remember every dream exactly as it
happened, no confusion, no forgetting. But
that’s clearly not how it works in everyday life.

So what’s really going on? The subtle body
only functions because there’s something
behind it, some intelligence driving it. That
same intelligence also drives our physical body
when we’re awake. But the number of tools
or senses we have to experience things while
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awake is greater than in dreams. That’s why
we only remember parts of dreams when
we wake up.

In short, the awareness or intelligence that
knows what’s happening whether in dreams
or when we’re awake ,is something separate
from both the physical and subtle bodies.
It’s this intelligent presence, the soul, that
observes both worlds. So, through this, we
can see that the soul isn’t the subtle body,
it’s something beyond it. That cleared up our
friend’s doubt.

Saiva Philosophy Reference:

The takeaway of this discussion is that the
soul is not the subtle body, just as it is not
the physical body. Though the subtle body
experiences dreams, it is not the source of
awareness itself. The soul is the intelligent
being that remains distinct from both the
physical and subtle bodies. It is this soul that
illuminates all experiences, in both waking
and dreaming states, proving its existence
as a conscious, independent reality beyond
all bodily layers.

ASHG - MUBTHSD FHwIbaT 2025



AHOTOTTL B HBLDD] BT

g i | RFSHFCTlwm Fi_af umol 1L mTafled AFHBLONPIEL ailg‘,rrm&n Gavairall |
_ dasTdd Fmiser Cauniiammnd sipaimul anPunGaar (11-05-2025)
anfunGaeir (25-05-2025)

RFSHFCTOWT i aflufled AFHBHIOPe0
ysnoavar ysalipr anfunrGasar (06-06-2025) ——
R

L. }{E—

Fore-bi
fii.r.ﬂ "iﬂ“ Fx"
i-m-u! i)

2% 3000 ﬂﬂmwg,‘] ABATYESSHTT PUTGH6T (12-05-2025) |




GIgammm_(B 5BLD@] FHENT

l'll

-;_, .i

“.

i
wiy
-

™

.
e

PR v 53
P

O5EUTET(B O\EFHSLOD Sp&ID SeubLLD HMID 6n&6! LDTeToTal] FenLiufles LbLISS ellLmeus SHmiser QFIHUISD “C\56memT®”, SeusH\m.
&laUEBTEUTLD E\BWITEUTHS6T SIQUTSHATTED QIIPEIMIDSSLILILB HedaTT “bd BinmigeT” (1pd) seviern) LIS ILSESHE0 SHEALILLG, GoLp 65l1pssLdL
2am 1] SpewI® 2299 6flewL HEOGeoMEnT MaUSTHS HmiseT 271D mraT Henmipd) Aleim| (10 -06 -2025 C\561aINUISHIDEDLD) 61S5EBTEUTTL 196D
GeueMUILLILILL &I APS6OND SIIPEF SHIGLD SHEWIL C\SHEUTNN(B 6TEILINS LDEvHed MHMISS, CFesen®@ OFuiHulseampuld Guwetmere] LIm
emlé seolifies O\GUIeSSOINED ST WPWHASEHCDILD. en&6u meoTeu] FemL Lifley Beossid - HA/4/IA/343.
ABTemeuBLA +94 21 222 9722 | uevemmb +94 (70) 770 1111| Wesremmehesd thennavan@thennadu.org
f fb.com/thennadu |IE youtube.com/thennadu | www.thennadu.org




