"De" OmBDO (Bong w cBE) § Comed 5glm gOB cendco® SEIE BN
"sunyemnb” @evlenasuisd (Lo (pHeded B GomPssis (Ariksemd wHmib SOP) CeurfuiLILGH BubmEsTT Fehfms
"Warana" the First Bilingual (Sinhala and Tamil) Magazine on Nature to be Published in Sri Lanka

106888 | Do m@ae eceBdX 2015 @mp. 10 Bevssnl wrjswl 2015 Vol. 10 No. 1 December 2015

e iy

A Pubhcatlon of the Wﬂdllfe & Nature Protg 3
* - ipigitized by N gaham
www.wnpssl.org B |’]OO|aharﬁ Or‘ . o \ anaha I



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

This publication is presented to you with the intention of revealing greater insights to Sri Lanka’s rich biodiversity. Our
earnest wish is that you may gain an even greater appreciation of the value of our biological resources and understand the
role you could play in conserving and protecting this rich biodiversity.
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Some of illegally captured efephants calves rescued and brought to the Department of Wildlite Conscrvation Head Office at Battaramulla,
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This article discusses the period in which the Lord Buddha §#
lived, and how the natural environment was associated with §

his life. The Buddha’s birth, enlightenment and death all
occurred under a tree, something which demonstrates his g

deep affiliation to nature. The writer undertakes an in-depth '8’
analysis of the five constituents of the Earth - air, water,
geography, flora and life. Due to the over-exploitation of
natural resources, the environment, which comprises these .I it

five constituents, is facing a severe crisis today.

The article also discusses the present human-elephant

conflict which is at an alarming level, where people even
kill elephant mothers to steal their calves away. 1t is alleged '§
that such acts are carried out on the instructions and on the '#'
instructions and with the collusion of politicians, religious .
leaders, judges, business leaders and administrative oflicials.
They are perpetrated in the name of religion and culture.

Such criminal acts must be condemned.

Rew, Kithagama Thero is a well known painter and a wildlife photographer. So far he has held two art exhibitions and will hold another exhibition in the near future. He
tegularly visits wildlife habitats te study nalure and also lakes photographs and has a rare collection of them. He can be reached at kithagama@gmail.com
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Lipstick goby i Sicyopasieiiiims) endemic, point endemic, rare, valnerable {2007 National List), Pretecied under Fauna and Flara Prodection
Ordinanee {2008, It faces the threat of extinction due to the building of hydro-power plants, Their migratory paths are blocked by dams and
welrs

Picture couriesy: Samanthe Guiessekers
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Sri Lanka Names its "Top Seven"

- Introduction

1.pBan @« Asian Elephant (Elephas maximus max
2. e=n9n Leopard (Panthera pardus kotiya)
3. Oem Sloth Bear (Melursus ursinus)

w02 Black-necked Stork (Ephippiorhynchus as

& o DndD wodeshed 988 Bulicd 6

@ Saltwater Crocodile (Crocodylus porosus) Step Towards Conservation of Wildlife in Sri Lanka
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FlagShip Wild SpeCieS Vidya Abhayagunawardena
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SpFHH GErHE, 2 af B (pHm, gepsuflsLmio
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(WpHeenn  gup Semmisen Bleow whmb  SLeOlb
sumpEleiimen. -oismed  @eublauTaimid yYFu  hmid
AGFL  SUMIEIEmTS  GETEiLaT  sailms
SiEUBTENESMTD. WTEHsT IDHIID Hevs HibmEsulD
stairuign  HDGUTEH 2 e aumpdap  WasiGufiu
AIBIHBMTGHW. SLEHIUTARW]  Sevmisnsuler
gup  (psaenouiena sy iflssralar  WalGufiu
mbsiLar uiGdamny. syiflssraiar WaliGfiu
mbE  GsTLurs  Ghrs@Eem  Gurg oiemel
(oiflés  wreen, dAmsn, yed, egleamr, Cape
SIHEDLD) SHDIITHT] DLTsubSenenud HEHBeusnen
BHDhEHensuTer Buanienaullsnaid GsT e (HeT6ns.

(Protected) e®d "¢& mod@a" (Strictly Protected) sEe
eESmTete D g,

SeeE Dy odecm s@Eim o88d edue Coa¥ed
(International Union for Conservation - [UCN) & g
¢ m@e@es (Red Data List) & "eslacdhe pogn”
(Critically Endangered), "¢5ochwd o " (Endangered)
"gomcd mdna Bo oR" (Vulnerable) exd "Sed w@®u
pouwn" (Near Threatened) m@doste mads oo &
B UndDs 6b. ove erined alidned ooy Sndddsd,
Pedseas Hhossiad e2ec® Bt o8§8s (Convention
on International Trade on Endangered Species CITES)
Dec VEdnsea B am.
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Guemiens eeiUg| susTalevmid HODeuTd Hiennuisr
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e gy SenmsEnn  Geomensullar 1999 b
opeger 22 b @ess  sTeuy  slleomigl
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geusaupniet  Seoey UTHBTEBUUL  SEsvg
SLLTIOTES UTHSTHHUULL Gaustipl [SeIEIs6nTs
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In 2014, the Department of Wildlife Conservation of Sti Lanka
named seven of the country's wild animals as “'[op Seven Flagship
Species for Conservation”. These seven animals have features
unique to each, qualifying them for this classification. They are the
Asian Elephant, Leopard, Sloth Bear, Black-necked Stork, Saltwater
Crocedile, Leatherback Turtle and Blue Whale. Sri Lankas "lop
Seven' live on both land and in the sea, and observing each is a new
and special experience. The elephant and Blue Whale, the largest
living animals still living on earth, are counted in this number,

The writer goes on to compare Sri Lanka’s Top Seven with Africas
Big Five. The focus of Africas Big Five (African Elephant, Lion,
Tiger, Rhinoceros and Cape buffalo) are in the interests of
tourism and less on conservation. In Sri Lanka, the ethos is
that the conservation of these seven is of primary importance, a
resultant of which is that it will also benefit wildlife tourism, and
its sustainability for the future. All seven species are listed as being
“Protected” or “Strictly Protected” under the Flora and Fauna
Protection Act No. 22 of 1999, are listed in the IUCN (International
Union for Conservation) Red List Data, and are categorized under
the CITES (Convention on Inlernational Trade on Endangered
Species) as well.

Image Concept by Vidya Ahhayagunios ardena
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Top Seven Picture courtesy:

1. Elephant - Kylic Michelle 2, Leopard - Rishani ¢runasinghe 3, Sloth Bear - Rishani Gunasinghe
4, Black-necked Stork — Encka Kudavidanage 5. Salt Water Crocodile “'lop Seven Wild Sri
Lanka” 5r Tankan Wildlife Tournal of DWC Vol 10 No.1 6. Leatherback 'lurtle
Wild Sri Lanka™ Sci Lankan Wildljﬁ:.]ournal of IFWC Vol. 10 No.l 7. Blue Whale —"Top Seven
Wild Sri Lanka® Sei Laokan Wildlite Tournal of TRWC Vol, 10 Mol

“lop Seven

Vidya Abhayagunawardena is an environmentalist, the kiditor of

vidvampa@holmail com

"Worina" Magazine of the Wildlite and Nature Protection Society {(WNPS) of Sti Lanka since 2015, He is
also Consultant Editor (volunteer) of "Sri Lankan Wildlife" lournal of the Department of Wildlife Conservation (W] of Sri Tanka since 2014, "Sri Lankan Wildlife" is the
firsl tri-lingial (Sinhala, Tamil and English] journal to be published in the sector of wildlile in 5ri Lanka since 20001 He is also a life member of WHNPS. He can be reached at
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An Introduction to the Waterbirds of Sri LLanka Gajavathany Kandasamy

oifigpsd - Introduction
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SHSULBSGID . ughS
GLDEDTGH LDMMmBmID BemensulsT Sihsenarer
UL FlB6T LRI BIOEGS STTENILOTLETET S,

BlevEIN S

SlUDDIeT  STERIUILIHLD

Gevmiensuiar u_d @ermssn - Birds of Sri Lanka

B 6VIEIEN &5 IT 60 IUCN

U5 HESHH DSBS,

{2012) GlEh BT
BsumlsnsuTs0 453
6U6RHUIT 60T (BTS20 301 oiflbenauil (UL Bememe,
@eupmieir 240 GUEH B LITEITENEL @\ 60BN U0
@eanalpHHUTSHUBUMMWTEGD.  SeuDsdD  IbHLLD
(PpoeusIlD 6105 BILRE  SeusTailes (pigUib.
Saummiet 33 aumswiTarmal, Esmmesulsy ol (B
SUMDHBEI UGB Sevmisnd @i
2 6B (B UL HB6MT@Hid.
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@emimesE anms  SHW  Gigbuwr
@enmimer - Migratory Birds of Sri Lanka

upsnsu

@ ekl L T60 Sl emauilfin L ul fleeilsn,
213 susmswLTEImal  (GREUWTHLE  aBHGUTELD
upsDaIESTTGHID.  Ualulwsd FHunrs Gamulr &
HrGasemseiindamulsd LmeusTey WIHHESAHGHDHL
Boal  GrGuwTdamer. GUISHOITS AL aIMIS
Gamengglen @efiiameviomen (Northern winter) oy eousml
W% BHUUGH (WHsD DIBHDH SeMIgeHT MeUBTH 10TE
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Bemer aILauenTHGanens &sMTETevsHHearGLm g
(northern winter) GasianenysBsmengdlst (southern
hemisphere) BensllmsHluleSHID SIB5Bauemer,
@SenellgpSHdeSHuLTS SHITEULDITRIT (non-breeding
months) smeusrd (1pHed LILLTE aueny Beomionsd s
| BREUWIThHE auHSaTDET.

@6l HIDHIISBEGID HHSIDTH UL HAB6T aUIhL MTHSID
GRELWITHE amHAsnar. Sally, GGuWT Lpanasailsd
Fev Hlog GUTHIEUTET UDHH UTnSUTHHS alsvd
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@eleuTml  LigHe @Gy Fyns
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Beomieauller ULH eusvwmiser - Avifaunal Zones of
Sri Lanka
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Briupensusen - Waterbirds

fHwrs  AyHleomIseien  smidlujeiien
piaCamplsen  (Waterfowls)  oisdsvm
wmriumeneusen (Waterbirds) etsnliuGb. Seorismnsuied
21 @Gwunemens BFrhs 155 Brliupeney Genmiss

GLo60lULI6D
uc Haelt

BeamisTaii (Harener. Eeunmyst 106 iFlsIDTETEN6
STpBleol Lu@GHseisy sengBuiny oMo 2 eTHIL (B
FrleumisaiGeuBu euTpleament. B e0mIenSLI
Ul flselt  SIPHSHARTD  AHLIHBD e _ausysBamen
@eflitareliugHulsdE sng DTS (1pHe0 DTS DTEHLD
AIHIWITE STeulLGSUTen Bruumeeds SemsGisBiLY
BLIGSUU (F  auhdSms.  Beomensules  udley
GEFummni L Biunesasaisd HGTEEma  aIThE
@emseno  (Ducks), waders steriuGL  senyGuimri
upsnsusend (Shore birds) ay@ib.

Bésl BGorulsy ul desla S0 (B), EIEO
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(Kotagama & De Silva, 2006), (Kotagama, et. al,
2006) (Kotagama, 2012), Warakagoda, & Sirivardana,
2006) ommib  (Weerakoon & Gunawardena, 2012)
ereTUISUDMIMSleIEIS  HTULL (Beemst.

Boommauied uda Qeunuiu’ L #o BrOUpeuSaT -

Some of the Waterbirds that are Recorded in Sri Lanka

Grebes (gps@eafiiiumer), Cormorants (BT&&T&ELD ),
Darters (umbyssrym), Pelicans (amenipssLm), Herons

(Gans@), Egrels (Oans&), Storks (mmewy), Ibises

(sifleuneitepbmein), Spoonbills ( BT 6OBTIQEUTLLIENT ),
Flamingoes (ymneny), Ducks (eurd &), Rails
(FoumBsmpl), Crakes (smenmmBasmfl), Coots,

(BTsGamol), Jacanas (Bateured EemevaGsmyd), Gulls

(BLMETHmSB), Terns (op60m) adisna emienasulsd
ugle] GEULNULL BrOupsnausetsy Feveur@Lb.
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This article discusses the diversity of birds in Sri Lanka
including breeding residents, regular migratory birds
and vagrants. I describes that Sri Lanka is divided into
six Avifaunal Zones - Northern Zone, Low Country Wet
Zone, Mid Country Wet Zone, Hill Country Wet Zone,
Dry Zone and Uva Zone based on their distribution of
breeding residents. The author describes the best times to

observe migratory birds in Sri Lanka, and the flyways that

are used by them to enter Sri Lanka.

The author then concentrates on the diversity of common
waterbirds recorded in Sri Lanka, including waders and
offshore birds. It describes the habilats of waterbirds

and their importance in the conservation of wetlands.

The arlicle concludes by emphasizing the importance of

avifaunal studies in monitoring of the ecosystem.
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Smugglers have been taking oul the country’s precious biodiversity
to other countries, ofien using loopholes in the existing laws to do
s0. This proved to be a lucrative business. This was discovered by
a team of officials in the Customs Department, led by the author.
In 1993 they were able to convinee the relevant authorities of the
need for a Biodiversity Protection Unit, the first of its kind in a

Customs Institution any where in the World.

The main concept of this Unit is “Biodiversity Protection through
Enforcement at Borders” Sri Lanka has been signatory to CITES
{Convention on International Trade in FEndangered Species of
wild Fauna & Flora) since 1979, No Government, however, to-
date, has been able to formulate local regulations to implement the
convention’s norms and provisions which would further help to
promote and prolect biodiversily in 5ri Lanka. Certain landmark

detections made by Customs in recent limes, such as that of 'bloed

ivory' and Rosewood, have earned the country inlernational repute ™

for being carnest in its attempt to stamp out this illegal trade in its

precious biodiversity.

the Wildlife and Nature Protection Sociery Since 1974

Samantha Gunasekara Deputy Director of Customs, Founder and head of Bindiversity Protection Unit, Biodiversity Protection Task Force, Biodiversily, Cullural

and Mational Heritage Protection Division of Sri Lanka Customs and retived in April 2015 atter 37 years of service in 8ri Lanka Customms. Lle is also o member of
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The Law that Protects Coral Reefs in Sri Lanka - Jagath Gunawardena
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This article pives background to the history of the laws

that protect corals and coral reefs, their amendments and

changes, with particular reference to the conservation of H,

corals and coral reefs in Sri Lanka. The law on Corals
was first énacted in 1981 as the Coast Conservation Act
Na. 57 of 1981.

Conservation Act No. 64 of 1988. The Act was further

It was amended in 1988 as the Coast

changed in 2011 as the Coast Conservation and Coastal
Resource Management Act No. 49 of 2011, giving it more

3 powers.

"The article goes on to describe that under Section 28 of 8
the Act, it has legislated power to the Minister of Fisheries
to prohibit or limit the use of fishing equipment which
damage corals (under 1996.11.07 the Special Gazette
Notification No. 948/25), which bans the use of Moxy

Nets, Trammel Nets and Triple Nets in 5ri Lanka.

Tagath Gunawardena s an Environmental Lawyet
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Butterfly Species in the Northern Part of Sri Lanka — Punniyarajah Krishanthan

Sifupsd - Introduction

suaITeMI S GILIL, FFBsrilan Lsoausnsmpulsnsst alGFLLbTS
Garemiheien  BTHH6Me0  BeBIMSUD — PHIDTGLD.

Bemmauled oLm  GELUBIEmsTE  (Papilionide
(oupdlasm), Pleridae (Geustememueisar), Lycaenidae
(1560631611 ), Hesperirdae (smallsen) DM MILD

Nymphalodae (euflwesissir) GaihH8 SIOTT 245 suensWTs
USRI GBI Genmisen sTemliLBEsmet. BsummieT
26 suensds GeumnasE8s o fesraremeuuns (endemic)
SmLITeTiLBSSIUL BeTemssn. 2007 yemwngsnr ITUCN
@1 GEbasreylul uisdar siglumLuls 66 Eemisar
oFFMSHNBGHW  (threadened), 21  Baljons
SmaA  aupUmeuLTEed  (critically endangered) 29
UGG GsTenmdlensmencurseyd  (endangered) 16
@emiss UTHLLMLWSInIgIL HleneouTsd 2 _aTenSTeEalld
(vulnerable) sienLwmemiLBSSOUL Beenet. &TLLIL,
SelheHHS HLLEIEST, [BSITHSID, S _UIJLDTEN
CaTemsvHESHTLTL Baryrmiseie S (BLOT&ILD,
FHIUBIS6T  OPMID HEWIL6D STauymseflssr Gupliy,
BT (G&HSB, slleugmuighded BT FTGTEIS 61T 601
LwEUTH, LGS SLEHS 2 siefiiL LG
SMTeNBETTED  E6UBINBUTRT  SUSHERTISHBHIILF S Berllent
LsOAIEMEBENLD LITHLILISHLH&I sUhESTmaE!.

Blsomiensulsi HI5HCHTHM SienLoLiL],
sTeuBlmeoulusd  srgenissT  wOHL  BUDSHBS
SToUTmIGeTeE  UTIOUED  GTTUSIMMST  STJoILDTS
Brlger  usVBeum  UymhAumsaieon  GeusiGaum

UENEILTET  susilemts Sl FAullamisensT sousTailss
RESNE. @ Fov UGHoeT dAuDNGECH 2 flisTen
flov  alGFL GBS  GBTESIL MEULITE6LD
alsnmiGEToT.  Dbs  aummsllsd  Gevmienasuler
ouL  Uprpduapd  Apiumen  auswIemTSHIILE S been
2 Wilflarl  ustsuensamouianend  GsTaTIYHILDHES
STam(PRSNSH. BHDE suL uGHHaled HTamiLBHSsHm
GUTHEHOTET G600  SHETENIOSETTEN  6U 6L
BHT(HHET, UDHDSET(HHAT, HwiLs0 STeUTEISET, FHIIL
BleomaEen, SOIGUTT QIWIRISEHLD, STeomplsnsouiuis
&Tyemiseat PHD Gsar GhHw Gump Hvsdng W
Siemieniouied simibgieTeneno Gureiim smyenflasEmio
Ogsvaursgs Gogssidlsiper.  Gosud  aflsugmuw
BleUEBIEAT, GenmseT Gumelin BIblensuse  LHMID
el (h&BHTL L IsETpLd BLIETBT 61 55,35 LI, & | (615 &b B 1T 65T
FTHEHLONE  Gpensvd Caxrnmelddlsmen. = aimpT 6
WSHsID, Uisyseiled sTeuluGL UDDTSEGMD WHHID
SpalalUbGSES0 Beatenw Gumsip  snyenissis
alemensumst @lnGHsafled 2 _uliflan usiaisnasniouils
padluszmeud  Upssailsaiul gmbhs  Baneouled
s eSS TOEST0 Beuel b  GQsTLFuTs
(PEHAILIGSHIEULD GarBaaiul (b QU(HAUSHEN 6T
&TEN  (PRFSnH. EFHmens  sHEHNCHTTCL

@sal Hmyurang Ssumemsuilar sul  IThHSwLSSs
elGaFL o7& SmawTliuB s susmtsml S oL FHullenmissier
2 uifler usisusm@eno GHTLIUTE SLFTUISEINGI.
e auL uGHEBH 2 flui sueETEISSINILFFUTTRISHT
QFHTLFUTSA|ID, DNUDMIGHTE HEFFMIHH0EBE DHMID
UTSHISTUL  BLOUGHMSSET GHTLIUTED  H6eusieh
QFauSHSLILL (BETeng).

oL  LymhSw eI SINLFS  @enmisefen
usveusnsenlo - Butterfly Species Diversity of Northern
Region

Seommsulsd  STEUIUUGBL  suswiam SN FHHerTe0
2 f suslwGHNBs 2 flesrear U EEIBIHMET QIL
drrhHugdsd SsusTeles (igdaimngl. Heomensulsd
STeIlIL(RLD 61638 60T 85 1L & of) @B eormISHaT6e0
D|GHTETIETEUTS SO EITEISNST WTILULITEET sushsII(E LML
LUGHBEMED DIUSHTENHHDHIIPUSTEHEETENTE]. SHsuDMISIT
4 @ emISsIT urHliusnLWEdalgul  Blapsoullepid, 2
B\STRISET SISHIEHIDUI BTEUBISETEY UTHILEDL WISEn gL
Bensouigyd o_eemrar (Asela et al, 2014). GeomimasuTso
&TentlL(BLD suswiem s FFulamisaiey Junoniahierta
(yellow pansy), Azanusubaldus (Bright BbelBule), Colotis
danae (crimson Tip), Colotis fausta (Large salmon Arab)
and By bliailithyia (joker)  eelim @Bz SemisaT
AL UGHHG wLGHD ol BUUGSSIUL L auTss
(restricted butterfly species in the northern region)
sremuupdeomsn  (Van der pooten, 2012). Perera
mmoib Bambaradeniya (2006) oudGunya  opuWisie
Ugsryd Geomensula sl UGHUTL  STSIILGED
Urysrer  suswmismisaIl  UFHullenmisanta sl maue
DML WITTUUGSSUIUL (BETETET.  SIenEUWLITEU6:

shhientdeniddn b ianidanbion slonbienbiadanblien bhOnion

S8 {20 & comned ond 0oeSE o e o a¥nE

o e Endel af podta odne Sede o Alsied
E0dgbad, eB8 sgn ng wdned oo &f obds,
B soduleeia scon ¢f olds o 208 sodde
e @52 BEchd sdim Dumsonl cliiog cand od
e, Colotisdance,  Colotisfausta,  Azanusubalcus,
Spindasiselima, Tajuriajehana

Arhopalaamantes 5o esue getde 7 cas o9 a8

Tarucusnara, fosto)
EEmiom wyiPa.
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Colotis danae

Crimson Tip
SIEVVG Scarlet Tip
61601 S BSLILIBLD
B e suemi eooT & HIL L, & &1
Pieridae G BLUSMSHF
Gsjes @G dAfw
aUENSWIT(GHLD. GLHLOUTEILD
o, S Ufles
IIGET @eomiena
oML G eeihAuw

ugHsaflepnd  Baummlene

SluFBTalHEs (PQUD. @& WEhaFe wHmId GeusTener
BnsHmanyenL s, USST (peil  SM@GHSBT  Lew
AUTNMEIE6Ts0  SmemiuLsombd. (psi1 Fm@®ofenr o e
womib  Geusfiliugd  elefibysst  smiy  Howors
STeolUBL. DIFH6T  SiBevmIEeT Goumi & dmiguien,
Bouppler (et Ap@GEefear alefiby LGHBeT Feuliy
BnsHsd  sremiuBL. Guss  euesTemSEILLFAuls
AnGEefed S yeelsar STamlUBLD.  DLa8IS6N
Gusmisener el GeueluTs STewIUUBGID.  euFesIIL
L(eULDTENS] BH6i BnSSlenad b LsiTeilaemnenuib

grorelsdamg. @eeu AP yelellsaTas
sTeuiliuBL.  @sicusmeasanFAulst  Am@: s
mend 40-50 Oeved 1BHmIseTTEHLD.

B evrsien mulair AL U Slsailst G

sorGumyEIssiand yshsemd uGHeeilaid Dismeu
udley Geuiwiul Gerem  Gurgnd LG Hsafeuid
@emar Wsad SIflGTEIEDEITEGHD. OSIGITT  LoHOILD

wmplurest  @LT  BIH  suengwmel  LGdHseriled
@sumpemeat LITQU6OIT & SI6UBTElEH60MLD. QUL
Gop@l  UmuSSTHMIS  STEURIB6TE  o6aTauT il
(PHEISAT G Hement  smilss UG Hseiled
ETE AT 3 STeILIL(BLD. DIF BETAITEH eUMsTT
umsnmassiled euFlsdaimer. (WPLMLL LI0ESEDHHS

2 o6 GUPEIGHHSIN STOUTHEEDEE  2HECBw
GupbuTeID suflsHaimer. GHUUTS STens0 HOILD
der wdu Crrmissiled sws FnGsemst  alflss
pUICsBEERTD Gurgl WSaD DIEDLOSWLITEITENGULLITSS
STERTILI(BLD.

Colotis fausta

Feneu Pieridae
GhLUGmBF  Cabhs

Q0 Al UG
sussTem B SIILFAuTEn.
LDEh&F6iT T
Qeuaitenen  BimSHHenen
oL L6, @er@ryev,
HAflu, HlHSE,
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spusraiensrer, @bHwr, Gamomedwm, &ml wHHID
@ovmme oEW BrHSssl SeusTailss (Pgdmg.
@ovmmauis siflaTs seusTalssiu®BD gflanom@Lb.

@Golun s LS SH6TLD GBS WIMpLILTesILD
suengwimesr  suL UG Hsaflaud  HmEHsmemIoamED
Guren dwsEl  ugdssiland  &TEw  (PIQULD.

ofs wowapsd daLsdan ugHsailss Gameu
suTpadeoens. @emel GUEHDUTEID GUTET  bEhF6l
Binsdeners Garem(l sTauluBGd. Feo GFbDEhFai
BinsHlenand GaTai_maUrsald srawmiu@w. GLsswT
susianSSLILFHselar  Coiu@Gd GeuaTameTuTsalD
fAp@saisn  eledbyll ugHsen smiy  BnsHand
STemLILIBLD. Bi6mT Ly FFBensl) GuTeiim Guswi,Fdlsenern
@eo@alsd smam (PRWTH. Beneu Gausons LNGHS

s er  WOsa|d  smEDUUTETMal.  SifiGTe
2 GMBTL{E suenTamihGSIL L FFILITELD.

Azanus ubaldus

Belouens  susmismsHEINILFHsmen  oulflasreia
SYISTUILIH B E 61T, @nSuwir LoMMILD QMY

Guneiy BETH@6MN STawTemD. Hevmiensullsr 9 60

susowlnGAseflsd  GPLUTE  weaam] GHTLssID
HmBaremioensy  susnywme  Hayll  uGSHEaT0
@eupmlenesr  aIBFLIOTE  SuGHTeHBE  (IPQUID.

Qeilansda  Gues

QUETTERTSBIILFAEET B 6w

oo

susmism I FSuTNenen el AflwsTEBsu STaiLFLD.
o6t euemiesgILFAselar  Gupugd  @ilewb
HUHS 2MHT BNSHHMN 2 L WSTHD Sm&m6mes
elembLILIG S &(BLD mhev HM(Lpen L WSTSELD
sTamlu(Bn. Guswr  suswiensILEFSafNar  Gom
fn@ssn sGHL s00 BHpsHmet o _mLWSTEaD
Slummlest  (p&T MG 2HT  HUHS  [H6V
BIDSHSMOT 2 ML ISTHEAD STLILGOURZIL 63T B
Gam(baensmd GETasig(hb@LD.

Tarucusnara

Lycaenidae GBLUSHBEF
Gorhamel. BhHAUT OHTLEHSLD
LOWISHTLOM T 6x16m 1T WIT 60T Li(eh 85l 61Ms)iLD
B eumIeNHUT0 (@GmiuTs
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STPHTLG  2.60f suswluGHseilsd  @eummlene
DIOUSTRNSSEUMLD. LS WwHND el HpdEL
UGHBEHEGH WL BHUUGSSUULL  PFleTomsalsieng).
OGITEITT  (1p&H60 DL L SEENLIL  sUsDIWTE  LGhHlseaied
ANBsLIOTS DeusTallossnDd. Beommasuler Siflsmen
o BT  euswismGHILFFLTGD. Beneu 2 Gsurs
psv  (metallic blue) MpenLwensauwm@n. HAnE e
21-31 0evedl WBPHMT BempenLilss. HSHET 2 I LUTHLD
Qauaitenen wmHmId smIY BOHEIGmeTS CSTeRTghbEHLD.
fo@ssflan  allefiby  smiiny  wHoud  Geusitensn
BogHsd smemluBL. oMl WOHNWD  GeTUUHSMmE6T
Guresim  myedluyeiem  UGHBCsm  Geummlen  yHTen
GUTLDATL_LDT BRSO

Spindasis elima

AL uGHuled  WTHATD
SaUSHTer & &1 UL &G Falg Wl
Lom@mIT[H @enGLp
BlEImGLD. Fm(H @i

Geusitsfil B Lisie e 681
GFmisLTs0 BT ss o
sTalUBLD. Spenl  sustemsILLFHsailar A sen
Beo dBpl ysiteulensis GuemtyFHsen GFLDLDEhF6N
yemafulsmerund  Fpdled  GamsmngmHGLo.  Blemeu
Quepbumspnd Geusfly &f0 FiDoTes STeRIUUGLD.

Tajuriajehana

Lycaenidae  (»(BUHUSMBF
Crrhss. JFo@sen 28
30 Buf pen(psmLwia.
Bsumiens LOMMILD

@hduralsd  QuUEHLDUTEYID
smem U u®ms]ear moe.

@) 60rmIemasuTeir 260

AIsVLIGHeD 100

BohmisensE SoLiu’ L u@gdHseisd  @sumpilenst
SeusTeldEOMD. Giurs Heomiensular  sul
ugdsaflst  @EGEOUSMBEF  CFIHES  gemenw
Beomisenle  @eneukGs  sTewlub. Eeneu
Qauafly  gmbusd HosHenen D _enLIsToUTSALD.

Amdar alaflbyll ueHsellsd smily FHipsHeoman
flov ysiteflasenenud Gametighs@GD. Baeyw  siflw
D 6MBTLH aenSUISTIDTEGLD.

Arhopalaamantes

Lycaenidae GHBLUSMSF CFrms WHEDTEH
Besnom@. RbAT QFHTLSSID HSTUIGMHS CUENTUITE
ugdlsailanw  Beomemsulan  srelubGdlement.
), 6001 susmIeSEILLFFEOT  BEHSHST  U(HLOSHE
2 enLWel. eelad Geomsnsulsd  Gufll  suens

611 6051 6001 & L1 1L, & & 86 (6THLD

2 _6il6menl. Guewmr |
6l 6unl 6001 & FHIL L, F FlbeT [
S, 6T D EIT el

flwensl. @eneu  2mHT
BNbS B BinsBlamend
Qamswiheensr. FnGHsi
Gurgieuras 40-45 WO.LSHOT
BET(LpenLWiest. Fm@Saren
allefloLt L& H 6T
sGW  sle  Ppworss
srenluBl SGaGsusmen RIILEGHHT CQFTEs6L
sl Bmionsd sTaliuBD. 1500 DgsHE GsMDeue
uGHBeMBCW sraulLGESDe. DiFls Wwenpaipsd,
sreuyliGumyeney SiILFSHWTE STemUBL LGHsafsd
auTpdamer. opeviFssmen ol GuswTFAsamenGLL
UTEUSTES STEmIEInySTS B(HHH DI

@euppilemesr  aiL  Tawny costor, Plain tiger, Crimson
rose , Striped Albatross, Mottled emigrant, Plain orange
tip, Common grass yellow, Common mormon Gumeim
uey BemseneTu|d @eomimasuien eIl UGH 2 s0f
susuILILEGHB6Med GUEHDLITEID SiUFHTaGES (LPIQUILD.

DAFENSHSHOBEDHBBTE HTJewisei - Causes for Threats

siFafla@d Gauliupmey TmUTHSeT, suFld wHmILD
Byl uppra@Gsnm Gursiim RWDeNSWITET  HTTsRNS6N
oL UGH suamemssILFAsalan  (Hlps0sTensuisd
urElIESenat LB SHSHHH (BLD. 25,5061 g GeTLTUTEN
alighehmenfHwiredt  SLUINIEET  SleudlLILDTETEDEULITS
sramliuBdamar.  Beomiemaulear eIl U@GSulsd
PG G 35: SRR 2= DB 6U(H BHANH(GHLD
outwgHenss  aHFEsTeIUSHEGHID  UsOBeumuL L
Lomenfl ST emNBCsm (PG EDLOLITETENQULLIT B
&euutlILI(R dlea1meor.

@ilurs &LLSHTN WsssAar Gurg STHSST
DS BLILLLemLD, anflug Lt L emip, WSS
BLAIEMESENTE0  gmu’L  euafl  1or&  Bumeip
HMTT6ONB6TTE0 BUDamEF @EGsdE gnulL UTHHS
SHADIDDHE  UINISHINLFFS6Ma  &HlgHOHTmBUTED
urdliyssamen eghubsSuleiener. e sul LG Hsis0
BumGsrateniuGAsm gifls GurmstTsry, Silal(msH
BLARSMSSHET — GOIUTs  (GRGLDHDSHIL L EIHeT,
old ooy, alsugmw  BleuBisamen  alfleurdssd
Gureim BLaYSm&EeTsY BMBEHST LHMID UDHenmHESSIT
SIflBBILGASDE. BHIT60  cU6TTeHSHIILLEFF S 66l

Bumsnswimen  sumpalllmiseT  EIpSsliu(BeusiL et
Sjeumpedt Gl &HOHTMSBULD apFFwenL Hlestmal
TeTeVMID.  [BIleneuade  (GPIUUTS (GH6eNHI&eT LLHMID
gy HeouugHsst  walls  CHemsubEnssTs
wrhmiuGalesm Hlemeuulenest UL LG&HuUled
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alleuFmuid sretLGBA &S, aleudFTwl BeomiEeT, WwHnid
6l BEHGHTLBIssT GuhbsnemariuGdsm ugdsefisd
GUETIT6NT HSHILILLE & 611 60601 LIT6UEVT S SHeUSIT 6016 & (LPIgUYLD.
sreflemie @nFleney BT SiHS  aBHSlGIDenLLUT 6T
ETESEFYLFSTEaETNS.  gGemaiey  alensnFgane
aiFaflliuens Grrésonss Garedih GsTLIFAUTS
oiFafadan @rFTier UFmenser, Senenbamsoad,

LoMHmILD R: 230 ARE S N LI EUEMEDTLLIT 50
Goase  Gaeflul tuG  BEFHET  USTTHHHEIS6 6T
ST ERILON S Su 6T et &1L &l efleit (L enL_&siT

WO Sl BUYIEL  LhsUEISeT  UTHbsUILBaUSIL &
SiuDPledl  eumpsys@Gl  QUTHSSLOD  GHOMEULD
Carhmelsdaimg. Sssmawul usuGsumulL  melL
syeialer  eusmensEIlUFFsalar (GrGEOSTMD
B aHuGSDHETE TSI SHTTemS6TT S 666,

oS BILLFABeneT UTHIBTHSE0 - Conservation
of Butterflies

QI LG SHuTlsd HlenauBUsmit SaiTen Lo 616 ausiTenT oI ILL&Fd
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QUL ArrBHwggs0 2 siten FIGRTTUIGOBIGEIT,
urgisTasiul L Bupsms Yssiimisen Bumsipsumpilsd
ouswIe SEINLLFSEEnHsTen  alGFLA LG SEenen
SIENL_LLITETLD QFUIH6v, aL LDIT &IT6001 560

EUGTTE SR F B EHEBTH  LLBISTHBENET  BIELDSHHE

Gurerm [BL 6L & 6N SH6IT CUERTEN S LILLF B ensrTLl
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UTLETansu&Eeat,  epaubdlugrensuser,  Bamulsoser

Gumenin B miselled susmiemSHINLFFBEDESTH  FD)
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This article describes the butterfly fauna in the Northern

region of Sri Tanka, their diversity, threats and

conservation. 'There are 7 species of butterfly, namely
Colotisdanae, Colotisfuusta, Azanusubaldus, Tarucusnara,
Spindasiselima, Tajuriajehana and Arhopalaamantes, in the

Northern region.

‘The threals identified are the result of three decades
of war, deforestation, on-going development projects,
encroachment of wetlands and water bodies, and the
use of agrochemicals. Conservation measures proposed
are those of documentation, habitat protection, and the

establishment of butlerlly sanctuaries and butterfly gardens

' in public places such as sites of religious worship, hospitals,

schools and parks. In addition, the article promotes the

adaptation of home gardens as a habitat for butler{lies.
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Cats Pictures:

01. Leopard (Panthera pa.rd.r;s) Picture by Mevan Piyasena

02. Fishing cat (Prionailurus viverrinus) Piclure Courtesy: Rohitha Gunawardena

03. Rusty-spotted cat (Prionailurus rubiginosus phillipsi) Picture Courtesy:
Chandini Ganga Wijesinghe

04. Jungle cat (Felis chaus) Picture Courtesy: Rishi Gunasinghe

A group photo of spmposiom participants

The first Symposium on Wild Cats of South Asia
was organized by the Wildlife and Nature Protection
Society of Sri Lanka with the financial assistance of
the Mohomed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund
and the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN), Sri Lanka. The event was hosted on
November 2 & 3% 2015 at the Mount Lavinia Hotel.

Many experts from different parts of the World made
presentations on their valuable research encompassing
different aspects of wild cat conservation. The
symposium concluded with the establishment of a
Cat Working Group to discuss common issues and

obtain vital technical feedback from practitioners.

SRR

organization, Wild Angles with Mevan Pivasena,

"Following an association with wildlife and nature from childhood, Meyan Piyasena transformed his passion in to his profession. A lifetime of experience in the
wilds of Sri Lanka have made him a keen wildlife photographer and an expert in understanding behavioural patterns of animals in the wilderness. He holds a
Certificate from the Open University of Sri Lanka in Wildlife Management and Conservation. Mevan is also an active Life Member of the Field Qrnithology Group
of Sri Lanka (FOGSL), a member of Birdlife Inlernational, a member of the Young Zoologists’ Association (YZA} of Sri Lanka and member of The Wildlife &
Nature Protection Society (WNPS). He currently shares his experl knowledge of wildlife with wildlife photographers from different parts of the world through his
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Pinnawala Open Zoo Concept and An Ecotourism Hotspot J. Juliyatroshani & N. Navadarshani
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This article discusses, in detail; how Eco-tourism can be
employed to help achieve sustainable tourism. Tt can
help reduce environmental damage, create more job
opportunities and reduce local poverty, Pinnawala is
already famous for its Elephant Orphanage and, now,
has an Open Zoo, and has the potential to become a
miajor tourist altraction. One business opportunity
could be the production of .Eco—friendly paper; using
elephant dung, for which there is a high demand. Other
such possibilities are also explored that have potential
for developmenl with the expansion of Eco-tourism in

the area.
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Let’s Protect our Black Monkey - Kalyan Kariyawasam
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This article discusses the different wvarieties of

monkeys living in Sri Lanka. It goes into detail
on their distribution, adaptation according to the
climatic conditions in Wet Zone, Dry Zone and in
Mountain regions, behavioral palterns, and threats
to their survival. Further it discusses the sub-special
Black monkey's distribution in the Western, Southern,
Highland and Dry Zone regions. According to the
Red Data List of the TUCN, the Western Black Monkey

Sub Species is categorized as an “Endangered” animal.
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Threats to Leopards in Yala National Park Prakashnic Mohan Prema Kumar

2iflipsd - Introduction

Bevmiema o wiflusnims Gefafss ErLTELWD.

BT Q60! HLDITT Slsm eyl 2 _ulliflesisigs et

B e0mImBH S fleHMAITSS STeuLILIB ST 6oL,
Baamed Bapon UTHIBTEGL GCHraded Gzdlw
LLBISBT & B EIHLD, LT SIBTEHBLILIL L Ty GasamisEmnid
2 _HOUTSSULLE Senal UTHSTESULLE aumEamen.
wre  GapAw  ymsT Bememsular  Bremi_meus
urtusialsd  Gufi  yBIsTaTSaND, 2 _aHsHGCMGW
CamamiL. L EISTSS6M60

SFED  Fpdmssmens

QeDrEaDd ellensisHaims).
wrev GxFw ymisn - Yala National Park

Boommaulsd wre Gaflw yrisr Ossn  Hipss
HpGaeb FnihHe Gl WHMID DMeUT IONSTIEIBM0
6°22'22°N 81°31'01“E @ondlenLuied 97,880.7 Qe G Ly
urliustelenend  Gemamih B suamipe] GuDmisTEN S|
Gy misT
FPEUITOILIOTS ITSLAMILEBSHSULLH 02.25.1938 Syib

1900 o410 opemiLenailed  euanallomi
SheiL_eniailsd CxHdlur UmisTaITSL UysLanliubSsiul G
susalleVmIGSmEN UTEISTEGL o6 Urdsdln Gubm
FJEITELLIOTSES STEILILBHSGImg),

wre Cpw ymisr Ansosser - Leopard in Yala
National Park

wrey  Gafw ymist 44 (pmenullly  EeIEISmeT
Gsmemi(h sreaviLBHASIS. Siubhlsd Fnismsseie
SILTSF  sFlsd Bl

GBTEIL YEISTOTSAD

o

CeBmend B 2om (1, wetrdm polushs &5
Smeus gaheon eged 98 elenm eod Goata

. gciens ee® BT qod Siets soed sond

tn @m0 wier amiien cHn
S0EeE oo emler Damnisl

2

U D8 edneds YCehad odbe.
F gE8n @osheasied oEdE S e

; & DBwels Sms & sy eBss

Sl gUBSeE Tel odius cpoo o, B
sdnelsl 03gd D84 gondcse &8 o8 W
cUmE 98 coewld 2cefds s 3050 seth

228 B¢ @rE) (0. CIG O8E connesd sletm

ed NG 205 Ml Hom Tl soodess

ccnBne@sint 0dt wclmeded  DEiodod

soded Gogén 839 elons &2,



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

Bzl
urIsTals) @eomamns Fmidmessn

STsriLBalamgEl.  wme

a

‘Panthera pardus Kkotiya

61631
G\ £ a0 ¥ 2 BaihaHHTHLD,
B omiens & & g STaTanaILTS LD,
DIF SN SH I G 61161 T 5
2 uilflenorsad sreiiLbaleEmal.
B BB SO GITHuIe0
‘dmFend’  eImid,
GiomBluilsd
SemIpLIL.
LLem60T

(6o 315035 0
Beomisnauievieen

QU(THLD

FBimen
‘Qarlgur’ eTaTmID
2456516 8al
GBILUSMSHS
STewIILI(B BTN
Fmidhen HS 61T
SiFe @B o _meyseflar o u
cusnEMWE  CofhHeneuim@GLd.  WTe)  FTewTauliLD
STRISIEVILD FMIHenSHHEN6NDH STETEOTLD. HUIILITS HIGHLLD
-1 (Block 1) @60 menaufl GaML&sid ulewey WOTHID

sUen Eeummlensn SIHGLD HITEOIHInIQUIHTHEGTEN S|

wrer Gafw ymisT O7sTen Sbs S BISTTS
Uiflés iUl (Bersngl.
ayemTeowisAar Gumgs HanFuies DeohEHETENS.

Sieumned ‘et -1
SISHT @rewih UGHBCGET  LIMTTeNeULITENTBEThESTHD

Amssiu’ (Heiengl.  Seomiensular  LUTHISTHBILLL
ouenBiGeTal Gonrgs Hmsmassis  ssmrenisamsullsd
Qumpw usd SUUGHUIGH sutpdamper. Seubien
suTpail_misefsd g8l nusngSemest oSl QBT IhS
QeupiinG
Ay & fementds i fliw

alswieD  sremliBHEmE.  Eeosy
QFMHSIOBMET  GOUBSBID Qb
alLworss sramluBEains. BHaime el HeEnsd

i
Benay SIFEMISHSHBMT JHUGBSHBISBIDET. HHDHe @
LBISTaI6 Wyl Sain gemeatll elsomiGesT Saly
2015 i oLemiB 5 AmSenssen LD STJeRIRIS6TT
Loy 600115 S5 61T 6TT601. @ euraienasu st HmidenHH6IT
Garijurs IUCN sang 2007 Gabsyayliuliguisisd
“Fnisamssst  urHuypid  Blasoulled  Bpédatment

oTenr  Sildensull (Hemeng.

Gadlw uymsTelsd ‘FHimwiLwd 10 @ oiFHS
srestenllsenaulsonet  Fmibenssst  eumpdlaimen. 2001

LLIT &0

- 2002 o0 oyengmaETen WA g sglinent ulsd
am wpHIbs (Adult) Apisemssear 100 Km® @ne
17.9 seflusrser een  WHILOUlLer. UBsnsy el
BreiGsuGu Bl GHlaiTment.
ST HAD GOIuTs
GLYSEDD  WHmb  SLemin  Guesignib
@enemlUTEaD HLom(Halesment.

Siemel  FMISMILUTS

Elaoau S dament.

SOOI LD



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

56

A ternale leopard killed hit and run vehicle inside Yala National Park
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This article discusses threats to leopards in Block -

of visitors to it, mainly due to its high concentration

of leopards. From dawn to dusk, more than 175
Safari Jeeps traverse the Park filled with both local
and foreign visitors, all intent on seeing a leopard.

t

i

1 of the Yala National Park attracts a large number §'
+

This has even resulted in a number of leopards
being killed after collisions with vehicles.

‘¥ Another consequence of this over-visitation, and
-. ather resultant pressures, is that leopards are
i moving out of the Park and into the vicinity of
; surrounding villages, in search of domesticanimals

as prey. This has resulted in villagers attempting

to chase these leopards away, sometimes with the

use of dangerous weapons and methodologies.
The Department of Wildlife Conservation needs
to start implementing management programs to
sustain the leopard population within the Park.
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Little Tern (Sterita albifions) at Adam's Bridy
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There is a bond of love that exists between India and Sri
Lanka, forged by Adam’s Bridge, the chain of small islets
that stretch between the two countries across the Palk
Strait, with its wealth of marine biodiversity. Adam's
Bridge begins at Talaimannar (on Sri Lankas Mannar
Island} and ends at Dhanuskody (on India’s Rameswaram /
Pamban Island). The Ramayana, the Indian epic, states that
Rama built this “bridge” with the assistance of TTanuman,
the monkey god, to rescue Sila [rom Ravana, the demon
king of Lanka.

Between Talaimannar and Dhanuskody is a 30km chain
of 16 limestone shoals and sandbars. Of these, the seven
closest to it are administered by the Government of
Sri Lanka. The eighth shoal has shared administration
between the two countries, while the remainder are

administered by the Government of Tndia and referred by
them as the Gulf of Mannar Marine National Park. The
shallow waters surrounding these islets hosts a rich marine
biodiversity and many migratory birds follow the Adam’s
Bridge route when flying to and from $ri Lanka. Adam's
Bridge was declared a National Park by the Department of
Wildlife Conservation on 22 June 2015.
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Cireal Crested Tern [ Thalassens lox] al Adam's Bridge
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Sadamal Rashmi Sri Buddhika is 2 Wildlite Guard at the Department of Wildlife Conservation (DWC) 5ri Lanka. He joined the DWC in 2007, He has published

several arlicles in Sinhala newspapers in the area of wildlife conservation. He has followed a junior Certificate Course in Wildlife Management at Girithale

Wildlife Training Centre of the DWC. Sri Buddhika received a Diploma in Mass Communication from the University of Sri Javawardenapura (Sti Lanka).
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Yala Bungalow- Wilpattu Bungalow- Udawalawe Bun ggzw
Maximum 10 persons per night Maxlmum w persons perntgm Maximum 8 persons per night

For more detdils please contact:

Wildlife and Nature Protection Society of Sri Lanka (Ceylon) ~ Tel:112887390
No 86, Rajamalwatta Road, Battaramuliz,); Email; WW%}%{% FW‘?PdW wnpssl.org Hot line- 0776 508 508.
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Destruction of the Proposed Kodigahakanda Sanctuary Due to Stone Quarrying — Kalyan Kariyawasam
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Picture courtesy Kalyan Karivawasam

Stone quarrying in the Kodigahakanda mountain
area is destroying secondary forest land in the Horana
Divisional Secretariat of the Kalutara District. The
article discusses how the rich biodiversity of the forest,
and its surrounds, is being damaged by this commercial

extraction of stone, including damage to nearby

historical buildings. In addition, there is considerable

environmental pollution that poses a threat to both

humans and animals. Recent environmental studies,
from 1995 to 1998 and again from 2014 to 2015, have
resulted in an increased count in the number of faunal
and floral species of the area. The Department of Wildlife
Conservation has identified that Kodigahakanda should

be declared as a Wildlife Sanctuary.
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Based on the book “Karunabaritha
Dadayakakaruwa™ (Merciful TTunter), the writer is

inspired by the book “Green Aisles™ writlen by V.J.

Hennessy, a former British Police officer of the carly

1900s. Hennessy was married to a Burgher lady
and lived in Horowapathana. In 1915, he described
how he had killed about 25 wild elephants and an
unaccounted number of other wild animals. His
mind was unalterably changed on seeing a Bear
cub cry for its mother that he had shot. Since then,
Hennesssy developed a deep love for wild animals
and if anyone killed them, he took stern action
against them. He had several wild animals live in his

house, including two bears namely Dicky and Jane.
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Picture courtesy: Rohitha Gunawardena

This essay describes the writer’s experience of
li\’ing close to Adam’s Peak, as a school leacher, for
over fifteen years. The author describes the natural
beauty of the area, and tells of its rich biodiversity,
streams, waterfalls, source of rivers, wetlands, and
mountains (particularly Adam’s Peak, and of the
pilgrims who climb its hallowed steps). He gives
a historical account of how early coffee plantations
of the region were converted into tea plantations
by the Brilish Colonial planters, and its subsequent
impact on the environment, the rural economy and
of the social conseqiiences of the import of workers
from India to work in the tea plantations; the most

profound of these being the coming of the railway,

and the resulting development of the Maskeliya

Town.
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A Mugger Crocadile at Yala National Park - Picture courtesy: Rishani Gunasinghe
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The continuous suffering of the residents of Kathankudy: from War to Garbage !
Rahul Samantha Hettiarachchi
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Picture courtesy: Rahul Samantha Hettiarachehi

During the war, the residents of Kathankudy, in the
Balticaloa districl, were displaced. Now the War is over,
they have been resettled in the area again. 542 families
now live there and the total population is approximately
53, 160. Over the last 40 years, garbage has been dumped
into the Kathankudy Lagoon. In 2012, part of garbage
dump was converted into a school playground for the
Kathankudy Primary School. There is a fear that certain
diseases such as Asthma, skin and other ailments could
break out due to this. The dumping of garbage into the
Kathankudy lagoon continues even today.

Apart from harbouring potential hazards lo human
health, this continuous dumping of garbage poses serious
threats to the marine biodiversity of the lagoon and that
of its surrounds. A recent study found that Sri Lanka has

the disgraceful accolade of being the World's 5th worst

polluter of the oceans! This will continue to be a problem

until proper recycling facilities are constructed in the
country.

s N

Rahul Samantha Hettiarachchi currently works as a journalist at the Sinhala section of the BBC World Service. [le gives priority Lo reporting on the

environment. He graduated from the University of Sri Jayvawardenepura and obtained a diploma in Environmental Journalism from the same university.,
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# Stickers - Rs. 100/- per sticker # Key tags - Rs. 50/- -+ Car Badge - Rs. 500/-

# Ties - Rs. 100/- & Back packs - Rs. 500/= % Sun hats - Rs. 350/=
The Wildlife & Nature Protection Society (WNPS)
No. 86, Rajamalwatte Road, Battaramulla, Sri Lanka.
Tele. +94 (0) 11 288 7390 Fax +94 (0) 11 288 7664, E-mail - wnps@sltnet.lk, www.wnpssl.org
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