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FOREWORD

The Diamond Jubilee of the Public Library is a fitting
occasion for celebration., From its inception in 1925
the Library has played an important role in serving the
public by the provision of books, periodicals, news-
papers, and other forms of reading material that are
essential for their educational and recreational
pursuits,

When the Colombo Public Library was first inaugu-
rated it consisted only of a reading room, a lending
library and a reference library. The stock comprised
mainly of reading material in English. With the
introduction of the free education scheme and the’
importance given to Sinhala and Tamil, there was a°
great demand for publications written in these Al
languages, This encouraged authors to write more
books and the Library assisted the reading public
by acquiring and making available such publications.
The Council was compelled to allocate more funds
from year to year.
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Branch libraries are set up in different areas of the
City for the convenience of the residents of the areas
and to meet their growing hunger for reading. The
number of branch libraries has now increased to 13,

A Mobile Library Service also caters to the
requirements of the citizens,

A long felt need for a spacious and up to date library
was fulfilled when the Public Library moved into its
new premises in 1980, Subsequently new services such
as the andio visual service and a service for the
blind with braille books and talking books were
provided. There is an auditorium, a conference hall
and an exhibition hall that have facilitated-iit-the
futherance of educational and cultural activities of
the Library.

A Box Library Project for the children living in slum
and shanty areas is in operation, and books are taken
to them in two vehicles gifted by UNICEF, The Mobile
Library Service too has been strengthened with a new
mobile library donated by the Canadian Embassy.

The Library is alive to its responsibilities and
makes a very significant contribution to not only
foster and stimulate the reading habit of the poeple,
but it also acts as the educational and cultural
centre of the City. It deserves the thanks of the
public for the services it has rendered throughout
the past 60 years.,

I awm certain that this volume like the two previous
volumes '"Libraries and People" and '"Roads to Wisdom"
edited by Mrs.Ishvari Corea in 1975 and 1980 will
be a very valuable addition to the literature on

Sri Lankan library science.

I must express my gratitude to'all those eminent
librarians and other specialists who have contributed
articles to this commemorative volume in response

to my request,

I must also thank all those donors: who: helped to
produce this book,

VI
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Finally I wish to thank Mrs. Ishvari Corea, our
versatile and efficient Chief Librarian and her
energetic staff in bringing out this publication.

B.Sirisena, Cooray

Town Hall MAYOR OF COLOMBO

2nd September 1985

a®

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

VIT


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

i

A igitized TNDolapam Foundation.
- noolaham.org | aavanaham.or

itk A R



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

8300 BB

“can ¢f ® ondd® mEwed 120698 e~
cod 380 God Bodeds cadn qddice 6dewl od d&€
od8 " @fed el

ucm @ 20soEs weded gend? yhn da-
e 5D BT ® ndn g gnd Devtdvedded vud
m @&6ded o, DBn®n vlomcod 88006T p¥D .g8pe
géd 2:0u0dt, odemg, vwddd, gd ng ww 8ed DE
wORH g 6vid @mla 043 £38s. |15 d» Budw
268weds via ge qv odm prlumcosd e des @b
a. coet 537 go vddm Buwts plnmcde Qcad@mw
80638 19 95 SGode d0Bs moeds o.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

ctd qod 2o Oy wd cdBmbn Om OLons
088 ©obs ca 0:6803p 50:0FO gD cddd HEID
v:08 d0F edan S0od newms A0, Bfyd oG
Oty 008 godcdc 6D3. Deewd 538 558 00D
B36o8 poideds mBose ddDces 05 c&. § Cmed
2cfmcede D00mSd gwe cun® 88 §.y.! a3 Bo
Detlé eCSdig Qg wded'giipw' gt o coSe
da ©10p ®@ed nOmbdedn. O Doagd; 58O0nw n0LIDEAT
eam Do cded "wmdped" U85. Sdnd dwdeded
0809 o 6dD Dwp Budins OB wenn mices 0
Do0meusd médes ndeva v @S nde cE.
b oelceld t 'DOnG mpnd ' nlid ' on DOmdE 83 -
o@800d0 vow §B8ed Dede dcud B3 D wepnEe?.
eBn6de "Bon ce 6 M mBrd wdye OBmed
nge?) 88p govw du.

coimd D& BOY tww &0 D edntks.
ctInd GSPoeed wiey, qod *etid Deded ' ua
0o & tewm s Do, eRdewiedd 68 emid syfod
568 caed oiuddcw, tthasn Yamd Do @ 00
eommbl ¢od Denles tem BeD2D ¢ emeidf. 59000
etle sloceon Buw whd qudad cem empn Buda. §
C6ds gpGdpS m ceeITacD YedEE Bws G
et ehemdos dv obF 5009 wem By Jw. 69
8Eaed Bepd ( 13 Do Swded) Pused qifed.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

“nlx0 Seomb B2F vl Dem =SB ; od
séwasd 988 Dty o8 5% eifo an " |

ghtGed ( 13 On Sudn) "of udwed
S88 dMmad glffe on ' 2 anedyd e qw. OB
cagne 08 gF0Dc el s ¢d Ly D0m IDwduz
odes 98 q5 D05 Su wlld 5080 giF wHd oo
0 Bog. 3 N

uefomc @99 v ¢ddeds ¢ etisw! Byl
e BED cuoduno ned I “emdnd: ¢ o -~
80 i p6ad m3 MNsud " eeuw. 88 cu pdvEO
carent men 925‘0}_(51 tﬁz@b}_&.é 5}@'5? e amé@ cnett
315 .

oo D¥e 75 5¢ enl 3O DD mico ne
vtnmcaed ©8mda Eod SO 6 m oolnids
gbhmtied 50w 6mduy 300 vdd g, gc fam
salnited olmde gPeAC »d 6P qun wees uh -
B 22630 56 650 gdanct.

da ytiamco wdhded geoned GolmiBond

g0 0 oge gm o Bdwtwed geultna trm 5Q
mopves So. ol o @ils ar’td ddudd Ho-

l. @foce, gy RdFed 68 GOE ®9, ved,8.397
ehdcs, pus 6d Femd wllibde 89, modl;ﬁ.iﬁ
d6d, 8300, = odd 82 ¢ § 984,8.95

; 28

W= D
*

Digitized by NoolahamJ~oundation
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

= 908 gecdelibn gued nmd edewlgsd tLlumade
gitlhce ceds. ge slomees 8o PEnw 5558
ewd vd OCF ® vded wevsed vw. pod vIfedn
Hos ¢ guenl@nd 6B. g¢ Jovigws, tesddd, v
c838 vo 5D €338 plemcdes 900 S508 Deducwsd
Suds yilomicde & cffpd giel. ©dpd duZon S8

do «if Ooopnd 565 68ds 60520 X @000 60—
0d 5uB0 wild gewnd 38u aw. ¢ GtHDE gdan
ol I8 peadd e cife wiy euidud, emidgd: ¢
5P wam gloscudads, udeen o ﬁg‘, peed etlhdd

650 wedde? ¢ 1960 eanfted a,5 cenetd

oomciel ederledd giued ¢l valmised deed
@zﬁ:. w‘_; ge oodte ctade. vgle B8 30 o

glumie pens 00 wdline fu. 68 vem £2088 w

q0383 qimoned 2cvid ¢ mewed detl® ¢ @3,

uoiapde B80ne fgeod 8408 Bt 08B
563, 9dEcds, uBguds, vwdss mieds emessd
pdnod cdos o, 608t medy wne glemeand
e0and o, gg eead I glan mIdDm 6Cn LEEDD
god O widows uelomics 60n vifdede.  Sudy
glamcs gidee 50y, cATer emond; @ gawed
HONGD owm On ¢ad Do ¢E8udedn SWno nOSe
o “Beod 660, opedd ¢cBHdd wam ypg,
qzsfté ‘580 ad0ces 888 g onld it DESAD .

g4 uosacod 908 efome tSmdad o
Dm0 85t . GoRty wou st sl co 8o 650

23y ©868 vidoned yodldss wem »todedn -

XTI

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

- ZBHCYH Mmbo: 5on Pq® Beéed gdedDes 3
GO «

€937 vem oD, Dots o mds gdlsos
o 6tiD, GOB ciens concd UEde gdmvbns m
vednabs HOgn wllive mis E€aed Jede ypgds
CHERR gdass. Jefecwus Buss CusIGo yehd
tem 3HO0 Al BABDIE .

2Bosn TBuS; 8.00G0.dudsls Swm DES
emg® 206 om0 06D g cWltmds gnP 1925
O8ecde 8800p o omgd Owds rtlomee emgd o~
DiBoded oo Bdved Diced Sower cued. omIEd
Sness ulnmace damd wew ¢dnd eddod Q0pSn qud,
0088 chon wip edDr o ghidew @& ulvmie
mfoo SERD damd codg noEad.

6R5t 608 Zuddd oftdo emgd $5pIDO
deeid Dmvdur 6Ct Bl negnd® HOB. 3B
551066 qOMoe CHeBd wem v 65ad® cddnd
78 ¢oc cdVTY vlumced nlygy wo OB wdLd wegdts
&0 dmeuiedidy 65.

68 06 emed bus wwd 8 wo O» cgded
80 12 On eddo <D 2000 lmone nSGOn D
0AOD 6EL uand €337 60 ccennd Geussdd 60 I '_
geve 5380 5dgy BS ww. .

emgd Pwds yldusce tod 988 96 880
g0i0r 2880 wem bepdy c@ w96 §Po udd P9
‘w80 ' oty gfted. 32 wito § 'odlooic

XTIt


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

- Somid utlnoneed S84 JofB gees wEde wem
vends c2. 'pPad Bo' on wagwe 1980 & depdwd

aled 5D cadnBdcd 5808 HEnemiu.

680 ©d; tpws ¢ G0 VEE OEHE YD LB
6889 orfosige @ vhd WD codedd <P Gul
cembd yeulsadsd Op g tod.

[

oed gl0 ccond 00y G emE gotwd
BE %D 5fodt ¢00 600 wgneed wes GO0 ¢SSy
Do Q.

yelume Semd S€de swmd ol e cadmda
stiomg Sam 6060 cEdR Hewde § CenGo g
203 a5 udpob, ebs toue @ 6cde S0p tud
tems vedesay dced. cOt 698 wmeds coend
05068 G8 q® 5320 cdwe o wwd. 88 cid
@B B8 woamd geds emed o8 605 od. plume
Demd, geddse m ydidd Temd codis Devdddin
Bnoad® qe copd qp. 06d c;d Eeridh LDEG
6930 qmed 60. »b mieds woo Bl Do i
c0d ylome Jam 0I0DHEDID i gFoSHDEmMO 4B,
5893 62 8Eur, Dwbwde ecwmnver @5}&580 eSnd,
gio. OBt Genwsd Jede gmende 880 51580
Beet. cdBE Bawg w ogde £:0s B0 ¥
DEes. BB DO Budd ¢ edhenlgsd gz oW
wo gomcde em@l B 0® oden wiNIVEO 38
320 Bgd qm. 68 B plomeeas vepds g6
cd® @ld g 08y Dmie geoldood tigetied 99
B850,

X1V
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

i

dnewd wmnvsod J 02 vl of Fen® B cHheHO

2
3
oy
S

silome Jemd G€de Ddeded onl D8:GIEn

qUBOD .

B

c88 wned G8 vfoicne 56 goes 3ed

Bee otoscloBicd v @ emict. penmmE o

-

ed 508 ok empodd ©0Hl 6bed 55 o

oo
38 O Q.

, 5o elanwd Biv ecens’® ofome §0108s
3g o, 208 wfidsd 3% SRvoed @w: a;m;-. sotie, Demd-
¥ B ceenmed G5 & 608 gw. D50 Seo e
00ed 688 G8 gw. gotld qz@mm, Suts 698058,
smdloned cem odeme, %d-ﬁ;é;'t‘.‘ﬁ wem uldsone,
938 v etat! @ Daeud. cDod DOnuBY sdDunDI-
59 DfeS o8 ¥ODGeDE prlomcs euen B0mG,
@ vdnas 6ol wds nddes omede ? op D1
ednbend.

80 70000 Jede wtdfu Dicedndds un
20000 goed U168 610 m teiniBy Sem oD
G8 Sovod ® qm. 608e Deduswd vomd mgoged
dm8u o, d.Zmmuned 'enfded Sy vi Da ocipd
Dy o D84 Gg Gone wven sidno BEAE Hudhd
"608 B¢ M ow odee Bobddm 088 By D enle-
m 50&dns, §.8.98.00.¢ 830 888 Bun g
8@ Do ; DT OB tn CDEon on Do

a8 6B,

Xy

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

& comet n0nt dudil soldm pdud wimd
93 quid 50 odhdes 386088 vdsy ¢ad, Bond ek
BEve ved 208 ©do @B ¢0wdd wdelen 0B
580 ¢ coledn BB gdauscodd peay mbuob. dedd
cu3d Bupd ©i10n wdmdnd vuupd e®ED O wend
B88cue 539, oo HOE m MmBIted m8e edtzed o
gdes 68.

620 gFowd G8 6D twy B 650D
88 ¢Be38 by yE0n c0d. I gud hnsdnd B5EBWO
ol cons 6880, IR0 plumcmlcBddded cdm &
c8. Bo mogs o¥odsed fie ¢BefHD 8308 YOg,
emgd uovd d.8368n ned VByDed @dEe vdd &B
5278 gopemd o088 E8 wiry Hhosdns yidd-
0d od 0ond o288, A¥EIT sumcaloBdad &
£ qod 0B,

emed udodb d.83etn 5ol Oond 6B
goads® nwyg pSond thed nsd. dgded Fuwmd
wneeing M ¢5ERd eMmEeATn0 6CY woguy UM ®sd
vd 5300 emmbd OB, .

26088 651983 o, d.8.8ct3 Ovmy -~
ond ci@n emde smo cdpedd 88 dnd p¥ind
oged 530, 688 crin Fgho 566IB (3 cDEHB Ho
g DOS ww Seoemdvs 2.98.568 Som ww Ayed
oo OdOeud dnBfdds c08. emde @dBEBS ond
68 1 F pe Jgd ectpedrned cund cvedd:
dvm BEArD Dedwewd tewd ne on ¢d.

XVI

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

erecdn I Bemeed 80y ulomcandoR
98,9, ¢3. qdBep D900 o cQeudd swwx 0. o
6ol8 odddens wdo cdy 088 20 g0 0nd 0oe J
dumensd cided emik, vveaduey m 660EseH. 699
sgw 5ed & gdd miesd Sgeseded dmed svecd
2 1A
. gos Dxewd Beolds ofluomcadul 8.9,
8. S0BB0s Cusd Dedecwd dnBldn O god 28
Jebne oir 0@uiend ® prncdd 689 ywasned nO-
gn BV vF 53V u¥eedB nlgy pe Swus Stiomae
mBa BdDRwsD ¢ Ped mad todo B8 &f.

3803 emIdn
8w olumEsdot Ba,

1985 80308 B0 13 ¢05 2o,

smgd Bty pfumeedie,

XVII

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

i o " A
oolaham Foundatio
V3 A



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

INTRODUCTION

The habit of reading is the only enjoyment in which
there is no alloy: it lasts when all other pleasures
fade.

~— Anthony Trollcpe

In classical and medievdl times learning was mainly
oral and took place in temples and monasteries,

The forerunners of the present day library was a
meagre collection of writing on clay tablets, ola
leaves, papyrus, vellum and parchment. But by about
the beginning of the 15th century the libraries as
we know today began to take shape, 1t was however
only from the middle of the 19th century that public
libraries of the present ilk came to exist.

From the vast saga of pre-historic traditionm,
preserved in both the East and the West, if is
evident that there had been a literature and that
there were sages, monks or wise men, who were able
scribes with the power of writing, Oral repetitiona
of stories continued late in history to be the
normal way of keeping aliye the records of the past.
It was oral tradition that preserved the Tripitaka
of Theravada Buddhism until the lst century B.C.,
when it was committed to writing during the reign
of King Vattagdmini Abhaya at Aluvihdra, Sri Lanka,
X1X
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Till then the Tripitaka was handed down orally by
"reciters"s The Gospels too giving tne deeds and
sayings of Jesus Christ were not recorded as soon as
possible, but were left for a considerable time to
oral tradition. The conception of the word ‘Logos’
"word' or 'speech' had a peculiar power in ancient
Greece., In the past "things said" or, tradition made
up the main sum of man's knowledge,

A book in ancient days was not what it is now. In
Sri Lanka, books were respected and venerated —books
were called " guag Dwsdeed " and kept mostly in the
temples. The ordinary public was not allowed access
to it nor was it to be read for pleasure, All
through antiquity a book was used to be recited from
or to be read aloud to an audience by a skilled
person, In Sri Lanka too books belonging to the
Anuradhapura and Polonnaruva eras were mainly
written to be read aloud as is evident from the
Butsarana (13th century):"™ mewd 8@5)(9555,
oS Demn mh, . o uwees 68 20050
»d a8 g1 “1 " and from the Pujavaliya
(13th century): e i g £28 20000 q1t3cs

"2 b
o
In the past scholars also thought they could not get
"so much profit from the contents of books as from
the utterings of a living and abiding voice"
Even at the time when there were libraries with books
by the hundred, people thought of books as "dead and
troublesome mode of communication” * This attitude of
mind continued for a very long period, But today the
entire scene has changed,

1.’ Butsarana, Banbarands Siri Seevali Thero, ed., pa 337
2. Pujavaliys, Bentota Saddhatissa Thero, ed., p. 13
3. Murray, Gilbert, The Rise of the Greek epic, p. 95
4, Ibid,
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The evolution of libraries during the past seventy-
five years or more forms part of the main stream of
the social and cultural history of amny country.
Understanding this principle is esdential to
understanding today®s evolution of mass culture,

Yesterday, the library was still the symbol of a
tradition that was firmly in the hands of an educated
and cultured minority. In this electronic age more
and more people enjoy the privilepes of a library as
the social and economic potential is expanding. A
library today is not only dependent on the printed
word but is also devendent on up-to-date technology,
Today scientists, scholars, sociologists, and
children mix together in libraries - this is most
evident in public libraries.

The library has moved from the ape of fixed location
to an age of global dimensions of service aided by
telecommunication satellites, Millions of books,
sophisticated retrieval networks, computers, are now
necessary to extend the services to those who need
it most.

Well into the 1940s and 1950s libraries in Sri Lanka
were under the influence of the past cultures, but
today the picture is changing - they have grown
rapidly in the past thirty years or so influenced both
by the formal and non-formal education and the
influence of the times. The quantity of publications
has grown so that classification and cataloguing,
acquisition and circulation procedures pose many
problems. Therefore technology becomes necessary in
a library. Today books are taken to the reader where
necessary while in the past the reader came to the
library.

A public library is concerned with the communication
of information and ideas in whatever form they are
expressed. Trained and competent staff in sufficient
numbers are necessary to select and organise resources
to assist readers as libraries today have moved beyond
the accepted norms to a new world of library materials.
So the librarian has to know how to cope with both the
traditional book and other printed materials while

XXT
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understanding how to usge new technology to the best
advantage of the library and its users. Special
training is also required for activities such as work
with children, the mentally and physically handicapped,
audio-visual material and the organisation of educa-
tional and cultural activities.

The 1ibrary, especially a publiec library is the wvital
nerve centre of the community. In this context the
Colombo Public Library founded in 1925 by the Colombo
Municipal Council on a motion moved by the late Justice
E.W.Jayewardene plays a very important role in the

life of the citizens of Colombo.

The Colombo Pubtlic Library should be active and
positive in its outlook, advertise the value of its
services and encourage 1ts use as libraries are
passports to our culture and heritage, while moving
rapidly to a technological 21st century,

Thus it is just and fitting to celebrate its diamond
jubilee in a manner that would benefit the people of
Colombo, With this end in view the Library is using
a week to draw the attention oi the community to its
activities and introduce those who do not know the
Library to its treasures.

The Colombo Municipal Council is also awarding sixty
scholarships to sixty needy children in the City to
centinue their education from Grade VI to Grade XIIL.

This volume, Treasures of Knowledge, makes up the
third in the trilogy of books published to commemo-
rate various events by the Colombo Public Library.
The first in the series, Libraries and People was
published in 1975 to commemorate the Golden Jubilee
of the Library, and the second, Roads to Wisdom was
published in 1980 to mark the inauguration of the
new library building.

This volume also aims to fill as far as possible the
gaps left by the two previous volumes.

XXII
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I have no doubt the present symposium will be as
useful as the two previous publications to all those
interested in the library and the community,

The paucity of material to both the teacher and the
student of library science is markedly felt in Sri
Lanka. This is especially so for the student in
S8inhala and Tamil.

Therefore an attempt has been made to include as many
articles as possible in these two languages, but I am
afraid the number of articles received is ndt at all
eficouraging.

At present there are many schools teaching librarian-
ship, documentation and information science, including
a8 post-graduate diploma course. The teaching of new
techniques necessary in the present technological era
are now given an important place in the syllabi of
these schools. But the professional literature
available is very meagre. The student has te depend
almost entirely on foreign publications and the
Sinhala and Tamil media students are therefore greatly
handicapped. As almost no reading material is
available on the local library scene, even the English
medium student has to depend mostly on lecture notes
provided by their teachers, Therefore it is hoped
that the trilogy published by the Library will fill
this void to some extent.

We cannot expect analytical and critical literature on
library science when there is a paucity of literature
of any sort pertaining to the subject by local
librarians. .

Contributors to this volume are not only librarians of
repute in the country but are also writers drawn from
fields related to libraries and reading. A few new
writers have contributed articles and they give a
fresh outlook to the field of library activity. <4
number of eminent scholars also have contributed
articles. A wide variety of subjects are covered in
this veolume ranging from the role of the library in
distance education, public relations, libraries for
the blind, handling of computers and other

XXTIT
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machine-oriented tools, libraries for the prisoners,
children and books—in other words the place of the
library in the business of communication and the
transfer of knowledge to the patron, is covered, In
addition, there are a number of articles of a
scholarly nature drawing the attention of the reader
to our own past heritage and culture, Special mention
must be made here of Prof.J.B,Dissanayake's article

on Garland of Gems: the Lexicon of Sinhala Verse
written by King Parakrama Bahu VI of Kotte and Bandula
Jayawardhana's article on Encyclopaedias and Develop~
ment, and G.P.S.H. de Silva's article on The
Mahavamsa: its study and translations.

In Sri Lanka with the accelarated Mahaveli programme
generating a new society on the one hand and the Free
Trade Zone generating another, rapid communication
and feed backs are desgperately needed. Therefore
library planning, evaluation and efficient personnel
are required to serve this fast growing number of
patrons.

I take this opportunity to record my grateful thanks
to all those contributors, among whom are scholars

of international repute and distinguished librarians
who so readily responded to the request of His Worship
B.Sirisena Cooray, Mayor of Colombo in spite of their
own busy and tight schedules.

I am very grateful to His Worship the Mayor of Colombo
without whose positive co~operation this volume could
not have been published,

I also wish to acknowledge with thanks the assistance
given by the Municipal Commissioner Mr.K.T,D.Tissera.
My thanks are due to Mr.B.S.Cooray, the Municipal
Printer and his staff for seeing the publication
through the press. A very special word of thanks
shouid be accorded to Mr,Lionel Perera of the Printing
Department, for his infinite patience,.

I also wish to record my gratitude to Mr.H.A.T.
Goonetileke, former Librarian of the University of
Peradeniya for his ready assistance and encouragement
during the publication of this volume, even when
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convalescing after a very serious illmness, In fact,
the titles of the trilogy were his happy suggestioms.

Last but not least it is a pleasure to pay a very warm
and special tribute to Mr.M.D.H,Jayawardhana the
Deputy Librarian and all the members of the staff who
so readily and willingly gave up their leisure time
and helped me in bringing out this publication.

Ishvari Corea

Chief Librarian,
Public Library,

Colombo 07.
13th September 1985.
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COMPLETING THE CIRCLE

Ishvari Corea

" . .my library Was dukedom large enough!"

Shakespeare, The Tempest, .09

During this Diamond Jubilee year of the Colombo

Public Library, I think it would be fitting for me to
recall some of my reminiscences of the Library in the
last thirty-five years, Thirty-five years in the life
span of a human being is indeed something to be
reckoned with and to spend thirty-five years of one's
life in one institution is a blessed achievement
though some may not think so. My reflections will
undoubtedly be of value to the younger librarian in
Sri Lanka,

Ever since I could remember, I loved books and reading,
I read anything and everything I could lay my hands on
in either English or Sinhala, I remember my mother
reprimanding me for reading so much and straining my
eyes, We had a library of sorts at home - it was
really only a collection of books, that haa once
belonged to my father and my mother, This collection
kept increasing with the books my eldest sister and
brother brought home - either school prizes or presents
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they had received, The books we three younger girls
had were also added to this collection and at one time
we had quite a galaxy of books at home = from
Shakespeare's complete works, Lamb's Tales from
Shakespeare, Complete works of Bernard Shaw, Bernard
Shaw's Prefaces, Silas Marner and Mill on the Fless
by George Eliot. Lorna Doone by R.D,Blackmore, Jane
Eyre by Charlotte Bronte, A Child's Garden of Verses
by R.L.Stevenson, Little Women and Jo's Boys by
Louisa M.Alcott, Tales from the Alhambra (beadtifully
illustrated in a lovely case), to East Lynne by
Mrs.Henry Woods (which I mistook for a school girl
story book and for reading which T got into trouble),
I still remember crying over Lady Isabel's troubles
(but not understanding the meaning of the word elope).
I also remember two Sinhala stories, Amal Biso and
Kurupinche, which caught my fancy when I was a wery
small child.

When I was a young girl in school our class was asked
to write an essay on "what I would de ten years hencé’,
and I can still recall my essay on "To be a Librariad',
The aspirations expressed in that essay came to
fruition for that young school girl in 1950.

I well remember the first day I crossed the portals of
the Colombo Public Library as a young library recruit,
It was a Wednesday in April 1950, And a Wednesday in
the Library then as now is a time of 'nen' activity,

I remember too the smell of the leather bound tomes
and being awed by the array of books, row upon row.

To my young eyes they seemed never ending, Although
I had used the University of Ceylon Library as an
undergraduate and even had used the Colombo Public
Library I had not the privilege of being in the inner
sanctum of a library, 5

The Librarian, as the Chief Librarian was then known,
Mr.D.C.G Abeywickrema was seated behind a large table
surrounded by boocks, Although I had known him
previously I approached him with a little trepidation
and "reported for work™ as instructed by the
Municipal Commissioner of the time, Mr,P,M,Jayarajan
on my appeintment as Deputy Librarian.
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In 1950 the staff was only twelve but with me the
number rose to thirteen, (lucky thirteen?). Of this
number the library staff proper was only four, And
no one was professionally qualified ~ at that point
of time the library profession was almost non
existent in Ceylon, It took about another twenty
years for the profession to develop,

It was Mr ,M.D,Jayaratne, the Assistant Librarian, who
first initiated me to the work of the Library, He
showed me the preliminary pages including the
significance of the title page and introduced me to
the secrets of the class numbers and accession
numbers, At first T did not know what he was
speaking about, but then I gradually grasped the
very basic laws of library science. My first task was
to write the book cards for books that had been
brought from the binder. They were stacked ceiling
high in a bBack room and were full of dust, I remember
dipping surreptitiously into the books that took my
fancy and reading them from here amnd there while I was
working, Those first few months I had no responsibi=
lities and I really enjoyed working in the Library. I
also had the opportunity of browsing through the books
that I liked and I was able to take what I wanted for
home reading. I remember reading the Chronicles of
the Whiteoak family by Mazo De La Roche, The Madman
and The Prophet by Kahil Gibran, The Story of San
Michele by Axel Munthe, and Peaks and Lamas by Marco
Pallis,
But alas! This euphonic period did npt last lomg. I
was moved 'upwards' to the Lending Library and to the
mysteries of charging and discharging, writing receipts
for fines and learning all about cash bills, first
reminders, second reminders, etc. etc, I remember how
nervous I was working alone on the very first day at
the counter with no one to turn to for help in case of
doubt or trouble (now the scenario is quite different-
the new recruit has colleagues to work with, the senier
officers to fall back on at all times they are working
im the public areas), But I scon overcame my
nervousness and thrived on issues and returns and on
cash bills and above all meeting the patrons of the
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Library and answering their questions and helping
them to choose their beoks, This is npow called
"public relations".

I recall the late Mr.S$,W.R.D Bandaranaike, a former
Prime Minister and Mr,A.Ratnayake, a former Cabinet
Minister waiting patiently in the gqueue to return
books,

Another incident I remember during this peried is His
Excellency J.R.Jayewardene, the President of Sri Lanka
today, asking for books on Buddhism and a particular
book by Christmas Humphreys, the title of which I
forget today. 1T alsc remember taking books up to the
car of the late Mr.A.E,Gunatillake, the father of

Sir Oliver Gunatillake, the first Sinhala Governor
General of Ceylon., He was too frail and too old to
get out of his car to select his own books, but
nevertheless he came in his chauffeur driven car very
regularly. This type of personal service is now not
possible,

After I had been in the Library for almost three
months, the Librarian went on a study tour of Europe,
and I was requested by the Commissioner to act for
him, I can still recall my refusal of this elevation
but then I was firmly reminded that I was indeed the
Deputy. So, I could do nothing else but to allew
myself to be appointed Acting Librarian,

Tt was old Mr.Jayaratne who gave me the confidence and
the courage to accept this post, Seated in front of
me at the table we both shared when I was not working
at the Lending Library, Reference Library or the
Reading Room and typing with two fingers with a black
smelly cigar stuck at the corner of his mouth and his
reading glasses resting on his puckered forehead,
eating 'kolikuttu' and buns and drinking glass upon
glass of plain black tea from a green bottle, heé told
me that I must learn to accept responsibility and
should learn the rudigmnts of cataleguing, classifica-
tion, book selectiocn, etc.etc,, and take upon myself
the burden of administration. I was indeed very
grateful to him for the encouragement he gave me and
his confidence in me. If not for him, perhaps, I
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would not be the librarian I am today. Though I
thought of him as being very old at the time, 1
think he was only in his early fiftiesg and s@
younger than I =m today!

T must not forget Mr,.C.Jayanathan, whe was one of the
Library Assistants when I first joined the Library,

He too introduced me, in his own calm and gentlemanly
way, to the fundamentals of library principles and how
best to handle people., There is still in the Library
a member ‘on the staff who was ameng the original
twelve - Mr.D,W,Ranawaka,

Gradually, the staff(thirteen with me) grew, the book
stock grew, the number of periodicals and newspapers
increased, the services improved and the foundation
was laid for today‘'s up-to=date Library,

The progress of the Library during the first twenty
five years had been slow but steady. The staff was
only 7 in 1925, and this number increased to 13 in
1950, and by 1975 the number on the staff was 74.

Now in 1985 it is 225, The number of registered
borrowers in 1925 was 69 and in 1950 the number was
8,965 and in 1975, 39,789 and in August 1983, 63,746,
The book stock was 16,000 in 19253 35,279 in 1950
163,006 in 1975, and now in August 1985 it is 309.761.

By the time I was appointed the Chief Librarfan of the
Library I had self-confidence, and was certain that I
could do my job well, When I first came to the Library
I had only my first degree, but as the Chief Librarian,
I was armed with the Post-Graduate Diploma from the
prestigious School of Librarianship and Archvies,
University of Londen and the Charter from the Library
Association, U,K,

The first few years as Chief Librarian in the early
sixties (though I had acted for the Librarian for long
periods as the Librarian was en sick leave and on
overseas leave many times) were not easy years for me,

I had to fight almost single handed for the basiec needs
of the Library, to fight for better staff and professio-
nal recognition, The Mayors and the Councillors were
all helpful,
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Cradually with experience I came to understand that
attention should first be given to the needs of the
users and to the planning necessary to meet these
needs. I came to realise that general organization,
the organization of specific and supporting services,
staffing, finance, and the co-ordination of the
library internally, with its users and its management
the Colombo Municipal Council and also with the
outside world were necessary.

In my task as Chief Librarian, the sbjectives and
principles evolved by me in the course of administering
the Library over the years, would, I believe be a
fitting guideline to the present day younger librarians,
although they now possess professional qualifications,
when they are recruited unlike librarians of my
generation,

Vital topics such as control and evaluation, particu-~
larly that of current awareness and information
retrieval and user studies as methods for the analysis
of user reauirements came to be developed slowly,

Over the years I have found that users are reluctant
to consult the catalogues and eyen discuss matters of
interest with the staff, This reluctance is still
there and needs to be removed - the principle of asking
for and receiving information is a recognised "social
act" and should be accepted as such, Discussions
should be held and they should be conducted with the
maximum informality so that the right opportunity is
created for questions to be asked and for information
to be sought - such information might not be otherwise
sought directly if the enquirer had been left entirely
to his own devices,

I came to realize the necessity to set up objectivés
and then plan ways and means to meet them, and how best
to organize the work so that the plans may be fulfilled
and the objectives realised, Planning means deciding
what is going to happen in both the immediate and the
distant future, how these future objectives are best
reached, how long it will take to reach them, and how
much one is prepared to spend on staff and materials,
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Management of a library could be simple if these basic
principles are followed., When the plan materialises

a number of activities and functions will be clearly
defined, The librarian could then group them together
and evolve methods of working on procedures and
placing them in a framework, The framework will show
how various people's responsibilities are related.
Sometimes it will not be possible to build a rigid

and formal organizational structure; ner should it be
necessdry to be aimed at,

I learnt that a modern library has to be sufficiently
flexible to cope quickly and without fuss with the
strains imposed by rapid changes in the world outside,
It is important early in the planning stage to eonsider
how to co-ordinate the services with those available
elsewhere, The librarian has to co-ordinate, that is,
he has to establish proper communications both within
his own library and with institutions and groups that
are not under his control, but with which his own
library has to have contacts,

For instance the librarian has to make sure that there
is proper co-ordination among all those who use the
library services, He has also to co-prdinate the
contacts with other libraries on whose services he
relies in order that his own library may function
efficiently. The smaller the library, the more
important relatively speaking, will be the need for
co-ordination and co-operation since many facilities
provided by larger libraries will not be available to
smaller libraries,

A constant watch has to be kept on the procedures in
order to make sure that they are adequate for the
purpose for which they were designed and that they
are being followed, unless ofcourse there has been
some good reason for changing them,

One of the first steps to be taken in planning the
library services is to make certain that studies of
users are concentrated on what people need, not just
on what they say they want., In other words the user

studies have to be studies of people in action and not
{
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static studies built round answers to questionnaires,
or meetings, The difficulties experienced in obtain=
ing information should be identified.

f

Whatever surveys, questionnaires, interviews and
meetings have been used to obtain the desired
information, however accurate a picture may have

been drawn, almost as valuable will be the information
incidentally acquired about the attitudes of the
patrons for whom the services are intended, i

I realised early in my career that a well organised
system.for answering queries was very necessary. The
inportance of proper timing in dealing with enquiries
is also very important.

As in other institutions when new recruits are

enrolled it is necessary to introduce them effectively
to the work they have to do, giving them an outline of
the objectives of the library and how it sets out to
attain them, and provide them with appropriate

training for the job, Each member of the staff should
be able not only to perform his particular job
effectively and efficiently, but also to develop in it
so that his performance improves and he becomes capable
of progressing to jobs that are more demanding,

Good organisation to a large extent makes itself
evident by the lack of friction between the staff
working in it and by a fairly high degree of achieve-
ment of the objectives. Good institutions are those
that give every encouragement to the staff to develop
and broaden their experience, so that they become
capable of taking on more responsible jobs,
Flexibility is promoted by training programmes, which
widen people's capabilities and therefore render them
capable of moving to other posts if the occasion
arises,

Sometimes I have found that it is often difficult to
make decisions but they have to be made and with
reasonable speed, Occassionally it is necessary to
defer making a decision but such deferments should not
be allowed to accumulate when staff and users seek the
librarian's help. In making a decision they expect to
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find judgement and lack of wvacillation. Continual
postponement of decisions causes the loss of confidence
in the librarian.

The fitst principal function is control. The librarian
can judge whether the operations for which he is
responsible are moving in the right way. Obvious
criteria are general efficiency and cost, and there is
also the need to satisfy the users within the framework
of thesobjectives,

Good management should mean that the librarian will have
an understanding of what is going on, in as sensitive
and delicate a way as possible — he must not give the
staff the feeling that everything they do is being
carefully monitored before the service for which they
are responsible reaches the user, taff prefers to be
given the responsibility and to know that it is mainly
from the users reactions that their own performance
will in the end be judged. Such sensitivity means
also that the librarian will have a sense of knowing
how everything is going on more by his contact with
the staff than by having a pile of reports, files and
statistics filling his Yin~tray".

Administration also means good leadership and the
understanding of the contribution that the librarian
should be making to the accomplishment of the tasks to
be done and teo meeting the needs of his staff, This
should enable each person not only to make sure that
his own task is contributing to an objective that is
worth achieving, but that he himself will thereby
develop and make the best use of his capabilities,

The importance of the user must at all times be
predominent in the librarian's mind not only during
the planning stages, but in all subsequent stages of
development,

The librarian will have to accept as one of his tasks
the need to build an atmosphere in which his staff will
feel encouraged to meet changes with enthusiasm instead
of objections. There will obviously be many times
during a person's career when further training has to
be given and it must obviously play a significant
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part in the improvement of the satff.

Constant staff appraisal is necessary. There is
little point in having elaborate methods for develop-
ing staff 1if there is not also some method of
assessing how they are progressing. They must also
learn to work with commitment, contentment and be
disciplined.

I should also take this opportunity to remember with
gratitude the late Mr.B.A,Jayasinghe, Municipal Commi-
ssioner, for all the confidence he had in me. We
should also be grateful to him for having appointed a
one man Commission with the late Mr,P,Kandiah, then
member of Parliament for Point Pedro and Assistant
Librarian at the University of Ceylon (there was only
one unviersity at the time) as Commissioner in 1958 to
go into the working of the Library, He did a good job
in re-organising the Library and gave new dimesions

to the Library's services,

It was in the early sixties that I came in close touch
with the Hon,Ranasinghe Premadasa, the present Prime
Minister, then a Municipal Councillor, In the fifties
when he was the Deputy Mayor I did not have much
occasion to meet him, But later he helped to infuse
the Library with new life with his usual and customary
vitality and dynamism. It was he who readily agreed
with us for the need of an up-to-date building to
house the collection that was rapidly growing and to
improve the existing services, I remember how he
organised a trip to Peradeniya so that the other
Councillors could see for themselves the august
University Library which was then well organised and
run on scientific lines, Hon.E.L.Senanayake, the
Speaker was then the Mayor of Kandy and he entertained
us to lunch at the Peradeniya Rest House.

Eventually the foundation stone was laid for a new
building in 1965 during the centenary year of the
Colombo Municipal Council by the Hon,Vincent M,Perera,
the then Mayor of Colombo and the present Minister of
Sports and Parliamentary Affairs at the request of
Mr.Ranasinghe Premadasa, Member for Cinnamon Gardens
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ct the Colombo Municipal Council, Member of
Farliament and Junior Minister of Local Covernment.

The move from the old Library to the new in 1980 was
hectic *and back breaking. Moving into a new house with
one's belongings is bad enough and those who have done
so would readily agree with me. But moving a library
in a couple of months with all the precious material
was almost a well nigh impossible task, But we did
move successfully and we were ready for the opening

of the new premises on the 17th of December 1980 by
the two most distinguished persons in our country,

His Excellency J.R.Jayewardene and the Hon.Ranasinghe
Premadasa, the President and Prime Minister of Sri
Lanka.

When we first moved into this building I remember some
old ladies who used to be very regular patrons of the
Library when it was housed in the old building, saying
that they did not like to come to the new building
as it was too large and had lost its homely charm.

Change is difficult at any stage in one's life, and

it is more difficult when one grows old. I understood
the reluctance of these ladies to find their way in
new surroundings, but I gradually persuaded them that
it was not all that difficult to find their favourite
authors in the new Library. So they still remain

our patrons.

Today the Colombo Public Library with its thirteen
branch libraries, children's libraries, a small
fleet of mobile libraries, extension activities
for both the young and old, an audio visual library
and a library for the visually handicapped, housed
in‘a very airy modern building surrounded by
parkland and beautiful trees, serves the city and
the greater Colombo area and to some extent the
whole country. Under extension activities various
educational, religious and cultural functions and
lectures are held, I think special mention should
be made here of the Buddha Puja conducted by the
Ven, Panadure Ariyadamma Thero in January 1984,
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The Library has grown from a small but well chesen
collection of books and periodicals to what it is today.
It is indeed an institution which can take its place
with pride any where in the world as a dynamic ,and
forceful public library.

Wherever I go, be it to a party, a wedding, a meeting

or a funeral I meet people who say they have either used
the Library or are using it-some speak of it with awe

and some with affection but they all say how mych they
have enjoyed or enjoy coming to the Library and how much
they have benefited or are benefiting from it, They are
grateful for the informal education they have received

or are receiving at this people's university, Most of the
intellectual elite of the country has crossed the threshol
of the Library at some time or other,

I have found happiness, contentment and job satisfaction
as a librarian.

I think if the founding city fathers of the Colombo Public
Library including His Excellency's father, the late Justic
E.W,Jayewardene, could see the Library today, grown into

a system and occupying the educational, cultural, intellec
and recreational centre of the city they will all be very
proud and very happy.

For me the circle is complete,
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TECHNOLCGICAL INFORMATION

Clodagh Nethsingha

In Sri Lanka, the limits to growth in the agriculture
sector is now apparent and the fact that a high rate
of growth will only be possible through export-oriented
non-traditional industries, diversification of the
industrial base, adoption of modern technology in

the small industry sector, promotion of private
sector oriented research and development, has been
stressed in the 1984 Annual report of the Central
Bank. In this context, the building up of a good
Technological information base in Sri Lanka, to serve
the needs of Industry has become an urgent necessity.

Technological information is now considered as a
national resource and a common resource among nations,
which could be used for the socio-economic progress
of mankind. Tncreasing emphasis is thus being placed
on access to technological information, in Third
World countries, but this access must be matched

with the capacity to use the information = i.e. a
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sound science and technology base within the country.
In Sri Lanka, such a base exists, with a small group
of scientists and engineers of high calibre.

In seeking technological information, a potential
entrepreneur would first be interested in finding

out the areas in which investment will be profitable.
In this context, the series on ' Investment opportuni-
ties' initiated by the Industrial Development Board
is a useful source of information. The first in

this series, "Investment opportunities in the Rubber
Indistry' was released recently. The Export Develop-
ment Board and the newly established Sri Lanka
Business Development Centre are 2 institutions from
which advise on investment areas could be obtained.

To avoid haphazard setting up of industries, a system
on licensing exists, where approval must first be
sought, accoring to the category of industry, from
one of the following: Local Industry Advisory
Committee, Foreign Investment Advisory Committee,
Rural Investment Advisory Committee, Greater Colombo
Economic Commission.

When information is sought on existing private

sector industries, the latest information is not
available at Information Centres. e.g. Lists of
approved projects are not readily accessible, The
Directory of registered industries and the Directorvy
of unregistered industries are out of date. There is
an urgent need for a computer-based file of local
industries, maintained at a Central place.

When an entrepreneur selects an area for investment,
he needs assistance in the Choice of technology.

For this, local and foreign technologies which

are availablé must be known. The Regional Centre
for Technology Transfer in Bangalore, provides
information on available foreign technologies in’
their priority areas: agro-based industries,
biotechnology and genetic engineering, electronics,
energy, low cost construction materials and prime
movers. In the acquisition of technolopy, patent
information is useful, both in ascertaining the
original owner of the technology and the availability
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of more recent technology in the area selected, In
Sri Lanka at present, a foreign patent collection

is not available, nor are there Patent abstracts, but
abstracts of selected patents can be traced in the
Abstracting Journals available at CISIR.

CISIR Information Services Section has built up over

a 30-year period, an Information base, through
systematic collectlon and analysis of published an
unpublighed literature from all parts of the world.

The literature is indexed and stored for easy retri-
eval. This collection is a local source of information
on existing technologies and those on which research
and develoPment are being carried out, An entrepreneur
who is not interested in acquisition of a turn-key
project or acquisition of know-how through licensing
or outright purchase, can be provided with names :nd
addresses of firms from whom machinery and raw mater-—
ials could be imported. This information is available
through Trade Directories and Buyers guides in
periodicals available at CISIR, The UNIDO publica-
tion on 'How to Start manufacturing industries' is
also a useful starting point for the entrepreneur.
Accurate records. do not exist of the extent of local
natural resources, hence an entrepreneur hag difficul=
ties. if he wihses to start an industry based on local
raw materials -~ whether plant material or minerals.

Background information on the Industry, is available
through the specialzed encyclopaedias and Review
articles available at CISIR. Published literature
comprising compilations by CISIR Scientists

analysing available literature, especially in the fields
of Medicinal and Aromatic plants - e.g. Cinnamon,
Cardamom, Citronella, Lemongrass, Turmeric, Ginger,
Cinchena, Mucuna, Aloe, etec..

Bibliographies on plants of economic value-Arecanut,
Cashew, Jak and Breadfruit, Kurakkan, Papaya,
Sapodilla, Woodapple, are also available. These
would help an industrialist to fully utilise the
by-products of his industry, including waste products,
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since often the profitability of an industry depends
on minimising waste. CISIR has also built up product
files on plants of ecomomic importance, which contain
copies of articles and reports on each product,
systematically arranged ~ these files supplement the
information index, which covers articles in
periodicals received in the CISIR. 1In addition to
plants mentioncd earlier, some of the plants covered
include Cassava (Manioc), Sweet potato, etc. and
Industrial products such as Cement, Adhesives, Polish
etc. The handbooks and reports would provide data

on properties of new materials, on hazards, safe
storage and energy conservatiom.

When an industrialist faces production problems, he
often does not realise, that the literature could

help him solve his problems. Either a visit to CILSIR,
or a telephone call or a letter, would often not only
meet his immediate need, but open up avenues in

which he can expand his industry, since an indus-
trialist is often unaware of his real needs,

Dissemination of information is important, since today,
Information Centres are dynamic entities not static
ones. There are several methods used by CISIR for
this: a aquarterly Current awareness service listing
important literature; Technology Digests — at present
in the fields of Energy and Food, where extended
summaries are gpiven of information of interest to

the respective sectors: bibliographies, covering

a 50-year period of literature. Thus, information

is being re~packed to meet the general and specific
needs of various sectors of industry. A regular
client-oriented information package is also given

on a payment basis, This service has been initiated
this year for the Food industry sector. The media
(radio, TV, newspapers) will in future be used to
bring this literature to the people, even in remote
areas.

The Information Services Section now also houses the
internal Research reports and test reports of CISIR
officers and we hope to analyse these and supervise
the preparation of information material for industry.
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The on-going research at CISIR would be highlighted
through a quarterly newsletter CISIREACH.

Recently, the Industrial extension function has also
been incorporated in the Information Services Section
of CISIR. A survey of information needs of indsutry
is planned as a first step. Through public exhibition
a public awareness will, we hope, be created on the
potential of Technology.

In countries such as Philippine~, large industries
have originated as small back-yard industries - often
started by housewives. We hope to promote such
industries in Sri Lanka through public demonstrations
at Exhibitions and through industrial literature.

We also hope to organise specialised seminars and
workshops catering to various sectors of industry and
to indsutries in districts outside Colombo. At present,
such seminars and workshaps organised by other
Institutions cover the financial and managerial aspects,
A definite need exists for technology information

as well. Many persons have highlighted the lack of
even the basic refzrence books on science and
technology in public libraries outside Colombo, which
is a tremendous drawback for persons seeking even
day~to-day technological information. We hope that
through the proposed programmes, some of the needs

of such persons could be indentified and suitable
remedial action taken. This service is far removed
from the conventional Library and information
services, However, this additional responsibility,
will make the work of the information staff, more
meaningful, They will be able to see how the
information is used by industry and also through
feedbatk, be able tocoarrect any flaws in their methods
of searching and filtering of information supplied,

As Sri Lanka is poised to enter the 2lst century, CISIR
Information Services Section is gearing itself to face
the Information era which is almost on us. A faster,
more efficient service will be possible after
computerising the storage and retrieval of information
in 1986, and perhaps through direct telecommunication
links to the vendors of computerised data bases abroad.
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THE ROLE OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES

IN DEVELOPMENT

Mervyn Herath

Libraries being repositories of knowledge and
information, are indispensible institutions for human
welfare and progress in contemporary society. Knowledge
and information are a basic requirement for economic
and social development in particular. While it is true
to say that libraries have an important role to play

in all countries, their importance is greater in
developing countries because the modernisation process
entails the need for easy access to new knowledge .and
information. While the education system including

that of higher education would equip its products with
a body of information and new knowledge relevant to
development, libraries would supplement the contribue~
tion of the education system and make new knowledge

and socially relevant information available to the
community at large. That way libraries contribute to
the continuing education of the social community,
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In an advanced economy libraries may be regarded as

an end-product of the economic and social system and
have evolved over the years primarily to meet the
cultural:needs of such an economy. But in develcplng
countries libraries along with such institutions as
universities, technical colleges, research centres,
banks and allied financial organisations must be
regarded as part of the socio-economic infrastructure
is necessary for rapid economic development and social
progress.

Comparatively speaking there is more leisure in a
developed country because the population has access to
a larger volume of goods and services and a larger
measure of automation, all of which reduces the
quantum of time spent in the physical effort of
production. The people have time to spare for cultural
and recreational activities. 1In such societies
libraries tend to cater to the peoples cultural needs
and to the enhancement of knowledge, But the libraries
are not necessarily development-oriented,

In developing countries most people have very little
leisure because much of their time is utilised for
productive purposes, to break what growth economists
call "the vicious circle of poverty'" that exists in
most of these countries. Therefore in developing
countries libraries count to be mere cultural centres
catering to a leisured class., Libraries have a
dynamic role to perform in the development effort,
They must help make people development=conscious.

The significant role that libraries, especially public
libraries, have to play in developing countries must
be reflected in the composition, organisation and stock
of material available, The development motive must
receive priority in public library poliey just as much
as it must in a banking institution. There must be a
discernible difference of orientation and emphasis
between libraries in a developed country and those 1in
a developed country. However, one cannot say that a
library in a developed country has a negative role to
play. But it would be less of a catalyst for change
than a library in a developing country,
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Libraries in developing countries form part of the
knowledge and communication network in that they help
to diffuse socially relevant information and new
knowledge. They are particularly of value to those
who have opted out of the formal education system and
to those who wish to supplement the knowledge
acquired through that system.

That libraries are important agencies for economic and
social progress is not a new concept. The ecofiomic
history of Great Britain and the United States of
America offers a number of instances where polytechnics
or similar institutions were established to provide
books and lectures for working men. As early as 1849
a National Committee on Public Libraries in Fngland
reported that such libraries should possess books on
the industries of their particular cities since such

a collection would be of great advantage not only in
imparting general instruction but also in promoting
the extension of commerce and manufacture in the town,

Eight years later in the United States of America a
group of young men in Boston endorsed the creation of
a public library "as a destroyer of class distinctiens,
sectional antagonism and internation i1l-will". This
novel idea immediately captured the imagination of
commercial men in the highest rungs in Boston. As
industrial progress ran its course, more and more
people were interested in the development of

libraries.

In 1977 a British Committee recommended that the
library of every trade centre should increase its
supply of scientific and technical books and periodi~
cals for study and reserach. As the process of
economic development proceeds the demand for access
to new knowledge in science and technology becomes
increasingly greater and libraries must respond
accordingly.

Libraries must also provide information on physical
resources, industrial data, financial information
including data on tariffs, foreign exchange

and banking.
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e

Mr ,Paul Hoffman of the United Nations Special Fund
acknowledges the contribution that libraries make for
economic dvelopment in the following words: "Industry,
like otker segments of our national life, owes much
to the libraries of the nation and to those who work

to keep our library facilities expanding and
improving".
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FACT AND FANTASY

IN CHILDREN’'S BOOKS

lfreda de Silwva

|

One of the best~loved phrases of the English language for
a child must surely be "Once upon a time.," Who does not
remember the joy and security of a mother, a grandmother
or a teacher opening the door of the promised land with
these words? Yet, how many children are motivated to
read today? And how can we adults help to correct this
situation?

Fact and fantasy play an important part in children's
books, They seem to symbolise g child's two worlds ~the
known, loved world of home and the dreamed-about less
familiar, excitingly new world outside, But whatever
the book, the earliest stories for children should be
primarily for enjoyment - books with a lot of pictures,
for example,.

It seems to me that the first task of parents and
educators is to make books and stories so appealing to
children that it would be difficult for them to resist
getting involved in them, Children should have access
to a wide range of traditional stories from different
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countries, These fairy tales, folk tales, myths and
legends and hers tales which have been handed down
from one generation to the next have their origins in
the beginning of time,

Arnold Gessell who was the Director of the Clinic of
Child Development at Yale University and carried out,
with a team of workers, a systematic developmental
research programme studying the behaviour and reactions
of young children, suggests that between eighteen months
and two years children enjoy picking out familiar
objects in pictures and patting and stroking them,

They still, however, will tear a book or scribble on it
if unsupervised, But round about the ages of two to
three a child will recognise pictures of simple objects
he knows from his world of fact,

The kinds of stories that different children enjoy will
depend on a variety of things - their ages, their
interests, their environments and their experiences -
but they all demand that something happens; they are
all fascinated by the development of plot and character
Children are interested, first and foremost, in action,

For the under-fives it is important that the subject-
matter be within their understanding and experience; in
which they identify themselves with the people in the
tales they hear:- mothers at home with all their round
of domestic activities, cooking and cleaning, washing
and sweeping, shopping and visiting; and mothers and
fathers at work,

In the family there are often a variety of times durin
the day when it can be story-time for the very young.
Stories to fit going to bed and being bathed and other
day-to-day happenings are always enjoyed by children,
For sheer enchantment there is the old favourite "Alice
in Wonderland' by Lewis Carroll, whose real name was
Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, Here is an extract from the
book:

"Once," said the Mock Turtle at last, with a deep sigh
"I was a real Turtle,"
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These words were followed by a very long silence,
broken only by an occasional exclamation of "Hjckrrh!"
from the Gryphon, and the constant heavy sobbing of

the Mock Turtle, Alice was very nearly getting up and
saying "Thank-you, sir, for your interesting story,” but
she could not help thinking there must be more to come,
so she sat still and said nothing,

"When we were little," the Mock Turtle went on at last,
more calmly, though still sobbing a little now,and then,
"we went to school in the sea, The Master was an old
Turtle - we used to call him Tortoise -~ "

"Why did you call him Tortoise, if he wasn't one?" Alice
¥
asked,

"We called him Tortoise because he taught us," said the
Mock Turtle angrily: "really you are very dull!"

"You ought to be ashamed of yourself for asking such

a simple question," added the Gryphon: and then they
both sat silent and looked at poor Alice, who felt
ready to sink into the earth. At last the Gryphon said
to the Mock Turtle, "Drive on, old fellow: Don't be all
day about it!"” and he went on in these words:

"Yes, we went to school in the sea, though you mayn't
believe it - "

"I never said I didn't" interrupted Alice,
"You did," said the Mock Turtle,

"Hold your tongue!" added the Gryphon, before Alice could
speak again. The Mock Turtle went on :=-

"We had the best of education - in fact, we went to
school every day - "

"I've been to a day-school, too," said Alice; "you °*
needn't be so proud as all that,"

"With extras?" asked the Mock Turtle a little gnxiously,
"Yes," said Alice, "we learned French and music,"
"And washing?" said the Mock Turtle,

"Certainly not!" said Alice indignantly,

67

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

"Aht! then yours wasn't a really good school" said the
Mock Turtle in’a tone of great relief. '"Now at ours
they had at the end of the bill, 'French, music and
wakhing - extra'",

Stories like this seem perfectly natural to children,
The child tends to believe that animals and inanimate
objects have a life of their own and will spend hours
talking to them, This is why Lewis Carroll's Alice
in Wonderland is such a never-failing favourite,

A delightful example of that type of experience comes
from a very modern writer Nancy Willgrd, This story
of hers, 'Strangers' Bread' was published in 1979,

Dreaming of a reward, perhaps of a warm piece of pie,
Anatole sets out with his wagon to deliver a loaf of
bread to Mrs.Chiba, On the way he meets a whole
string of animals, whose imaginative appeals for the
bread, he cannot resist, until he comes face to face
with reality and Mrs,Chiba,

How Anatole tells the truth but is not believed and
what he gets in return is told in this delightful
story:

vHolding the empty bag, Anatole walked slowly up the
path to Mrs,Chiba's house, No use lying, thought
Anatole. The truth is best, even when it sounds like
a lie, He knocked on the door, Mrs.Chiba answered

: By -

"You're just in time, My grandchildren are coming in
ten minutes.," And then she added sadly, "The truth
is, it's my bread and raspberry jam they come for, not
for me,"

Anatole hsnded her the bag and she peered inside,
"Why, where's the bread?"

"It - it was eaten," said Ansdtole.

I"Who ate it?"

"A fox, a rabbit, a Barbary sheep, and a bear," said
Anatole,

68

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

“Not a little boy?" asked Mrs,Chiba,
Anatole shook his head,
For several minutes there was silence between them,

"Well," said Mrs,Chiba at last, "live and learn,
We'll eat the jam without the bread. Come in for a
little snack, won't you? I should have ordered two
leaves, My mother always said, 'If you have two
loaves, give one to your friends'", s
Anatole shmiled,

"And if you have one loaf, give it to your strangers,”
he said."

Children enjoy stories that stress the value of
compassion, understanding, kindness and love, with far
less emphasis on cruelty, punishment and revenge.

The Concise Oxford Dictionary defines imagination as
"the process, the faculty or the result of forming
representations of things not actually present."” The
word fantasy comes from the Greek and literally
translated meang 'a making wvisible', Thus the
creative imagination makes it possible for fantasy to
become visible to the inward eye,

Children are wonderfully at home in the world of
fantasy, where they can deal with experiences and
gituations taking over certain roles that they wish
to play! 'The suspension of disbelief' comes
naturally to them,

Evil is personified for them in the characters of
dragons, witches, demons and giants. Through
unconscious identification they are able to work
out their feelings of fear in relation to authority
represented by their parents, The dragon or the
witch takes the place of the denying frustrating
side of these adult personalities and the children's
love-hate relationship with them,

In the beginning the old tales were all told by

word of mouth and handed down from generation to
generation, That accounts for a slight change of
gharacter here and there in the re-telling of a story.
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Myth, folk tales and fairy stories all belong to the
world of childhood, "The myth," according to writer
Eric Fromm "offers a story occuring in space and time
which expresses in symbolic language religious and
philosophical ideas,”

Here is the myth of King Midas and his greed for gold,
re-told for children in language they can understand.

"As he drew near to his own rose-gardens, Midas paused
to try his new and wonderful power, He reached up and
picked a spray of cak-leaves all fresh and green - and
found them a moment later almost too heavy to 1lift,
for they were solid, shining gold, He picked up a

a stone, and it too was solid gold by the time he was
standing upright again with it in his hands, Feeling
his sandals grown strangely heavy, he unfastened the
straps of thin gold and walked barefoot through the
grass - and the grass itself turned gold, while he
left golden footmarks in the dust...,

"With a horrible fear clutching at his heart, Midas
picked up the golden cup of wine. A moment later he
was spitting out drops of gold, and choking despera-
tely over golden dust.

"Perhaps in the morning I may find some way of eating
and drinking,' thought Midas,...

"At last so lame from treading on gold that he could
hardly walk, Midas came to the valley where the King
was whom the Satyrs served,

" 1Pardon me!' he cried, falling on his knees in front

of the fragrant bower, 'I have done wrong, I know -
pardon me my greed, and take away this horrible Golden
Touch, for I want never to see gold again!’.... A

moment later he felt ordinary wet clothes clinging
about him, and was satisfying his long thirst with icy
water more pleasant than any wine, Then he went home
_again, eating grapes and munching apples happily.

"When he reached his lovely rose-garden he found with
delight that not a golden rose remained; all were
their own selves of soft scented damask, red or white
as before,"
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Folk-tales are simple in form and linked with the
ordinary life of the common people., Children love
them no matter from where they come, These stories
are usually full of humour and pin~point the oddities
of people as our own Andare and Mahadena-mutta
stories do.

Here is an extract from a Sri Lankan folk tale
retold by Chandraratne Mahatantila and translated by
R,M,Abeysekera for Folk Tales from Asia,

L
"One day it happened that a goat wandered into the
courtyard of a farmer's house and put its head into
a large clay pot looking for water to drink, Unfortu-
nately, the goat's head became stuck in the pot,
With the pcy on its head, the firghtened goat ran
back and forth, bleating loudly, The farmer and his
neighbours came running up to see what the commotion
was. "Somehow we must save both the goat and the
potr they said, But they didn't know how to do
ity
"'Let's get Mahadena-mutta's advice,' they said and
went running off to their Great Counsellor.

"Mahadena-mutta listened patiently to their story
Then, nodding his head, he said; 'It is indeed a
problem. I must go and see for myself.'

"So he set out, riding on an elephant, When he
reached the farmer's house, he discovered that the
gate into the courtyard was too narrow for the
elephant,

" '"Pull the wall down,' he ordered, And once this
was done he rode on into the courtyard and looked
down at the pgoat with the post on its head,

" "Well, welll' he said, Cut off the animal's
head and we'll save the pot 2™

" "Cut off the goat's head!' the villagers
shouted. And the farmer, with one blow of a sharp
knife, did so,

"The farmer looked in the pot and said, puzzled:
'But the goat's head is still inside the pot '
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" '"Well, smash the pct and take it out,' said
Mahadena-mutta,

"Someone smashed the pot , and everyone cheered the
Great Coungellor's wisdom, Then they watched in awe
and wonder as Mahadena-mutta began trying to figure
how to get out of the courtyard, which was too small
for the elephant to turn around in,

"Mahadena-mutta thought deeply and then said:; 'Tear
down the other wall, Then the elephant can take me
home, '

"Quickly they tore down a second wall, and as the
elephant strode through the gap the villagers all
whispered among themselves: 'He is truly a great
man, He is indeed the wisest of the wise.®

"Pleased with himself, Mahadena-mutta said: 'You're
such fools that you couldn't get along without me >*

Children soon realise that fact is as exciting as
fiction and folk lore, Indeed, it becomes more
exciting because the people and situations talked
about are real, They are part of the world that
children know,

In this category of children's books based on fact
comes 'The Ascent of Everest' by John Hunt, In his
preface to this absorbing story Hunt says: "Why did
we climb Everest? How did we get to the top? I am
not going to answer these questions before you begin
to read, but I hope you will find the right answers,
because if you do, you will have found one secret to
happiness in life - like a key which unlocks the
door to comradeship and adventure - for yourself "

This is excellent motivation for reading the book
which ends: "Not all adventures are exciting nor is
adventure to be found only upon a mountain, There
are 'Everests' to be climbed in our everyday life,
Given the selflessness and resolve which enabled
men to climb Everest, there is no height, no depth,
that the spirit of mﬁn, guided by a higher spirit,
cannot attain,"
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This is the type of book that teaches fine wvalues to
children.

Stories based on fact and real-life situations and ones
that lead to doing things are all the more attractive
to children who are active rather than passive
creatures, Myths, fairy tales and folk lore and
stories from real life provide an abundant choice of
things to do, not only in words but in drama, in

dance and in painting - in ways that only chi}dren Know
best to express themselves,

i

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

ENCYCLOPAEDIAS AND

DEVELOPMENT

Bandula Jayawardhana

Some weeks ago, a correspondent writing in a local
Sinhala daily urged the case for a Children's
Encyclopaedia to be written in Sinhala. I do not
know the accuracy of the claim which the author of
the article made, that there is hardly any civilized
nation which does not possess its own children's
Encyclopaedia, but I am sure there must have been
quite a number of parents who have agreed with the
suggestion and felt the need for an EnCyclopaedia
in Sinhala specially compiled for children, more so,
now that we have the X'mas and the season of gifts
coming round the corner and a younger generation
reading more f£luently and happily in the mother
tongue, however well up they may be in their English.

At any rate, reading this suggestion, I was one among
those who were happy, of course for quite another
reason: that was to learn that an Encyclopaedia can
still be a subject topical enough for journalism.
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‘Perhaps such a pleasure can be extraordinary when one
has been associated with enterprise of an Encyclopae-
dia or over twenty five years, or perhaps when one has
come to know that Encyclopaedias are normally thought
of as objects of antiquarion, interest. The general
tendency is to think of Encyclopaedia's as rows of
moth—eaten volumes lying on dusty shelves to be
summoned to use for some speedy reference and then
relegated to their hiding places till the next remote
expediency. The are usually 1mag1ned to be something
belonging to the past, and to be drawn out like a
pipe cleaner or an arecanut-cutter. In our country,
this attitude is pronounced and quite common,
probably because, like the concept of a University,
the concept of an Encyclopaedia too, though not
totally unfamiliar to our ancients, is in a modern
sense, alien and imported,

But I think it is high time we started thinking of
Encyclopaedias in a differenf way. An Encyclopaedia
rather than being a thing of the past, is not only
a thing of the present but is likely to be a staple
instrument of the future, absolutely essential for
every developing country. The developing countries
will not only need general surveys of knowledge
that are Encyeclopaedias, but, specialized Encyclop-
aedias in every field of human activity, whether
factories or farms, hospitals or hotels, In a
world of speed and little leisure, they will
probably be the literature of the future.

No doubt Encyclopaedias have had a past, a hsitoric
past, Ananda Coomaraswamy writing in the 1930's
said, "Now and again in hsitory, a great systemat-
tizing impulse has striven to cast all or most of
recognized belief into the form of an organic whole.
Such attempts have been made with more or less,
success, in the compilation of books known as the
Pur@nas, in the epic poem called the Ramdyana and
most perfectly of all in the MahZbh&rata". This
basic human impulse seems to have 1mpe11ed the
growing Chinese civilization to produce what
scholars consider the first modern-style Encyclop-
aedia, That was in the East. In the Occident, it
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is obviously the same impulse of a maturing
civilization that made of Aristotle, the philosopher,
one of the greatest encyclopaedists, though he never:
called pis attempts to systematize and classify knowl-
edge by the name of an Encyclopaedia, despite the
fact that the word Encyclopaedia, was found in the
Greek vocabulary an most "complete education'.
Aristotle had many successors who were stricken by
that impulse to assemble and classify knowledge of
their téme, of whom we can only mention those whose
labours turned out to be the turning points in the
history of lexicography or became significant in
human history.

Pliny the Elder is one such. His Historia Naturalis
was perhaps the first specialized encyclopaedia,
dealing with what the ancients called natural
history, as we have today specialized Encyclopaedias
on psychology or music or biography. These we may
call technical encyclopaedias,

Another significant advance which was made to keep
up with the speed of civilization was that compiled
in the 10th century when we have the first lexicon
which attempts to arrange in alphabetical order to
suit quick reference but Cornelli is credited with
the first great alphebetized encyclopaedia.

Caxtons "Mirror of the World" attempted to bring the
encyclopaedia to the ordinary man since up to this
time it was confined to the scholar,

Diderot cannot go without mention. Animated by the
radical spirit of the scholars who collaborated with
him, his work we know, introduced an age of enlight-
enment , though he had to fight against many odds,
including attempts to prohibit its publication by
law. Besides this achievement, Diderot's lexicogra-
phical methods brought about the realization that
the extent to which knowledge had grown and become
specialized by his time, made it quite clear that an
Encyclopaedia could no more be the work of a single
hand, but was the pooling of human knowledge from
widespread sources, in short, the work of many experts
from all over the learned world.
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But that it was not merely the work of scholarship
was illustrated by no less an Encyclopaedia than the
well~known Britannica. Its first editors like
Smellie and Balloon Tytler were more men of otdinary
insight and knowledge, excellent lexicographers rather
than scholars. We have the fascinating story of the
Britannica told in Herman Kogan's "Story of the
Great EB",

But my purpose in this article is not to trace the
history of Encyclopaedias., What I want to draw
attention to is the fact that Encyclopaedias, (if
prediction is ever possible) are likely to be the

most indispensable literature of the future. What T
also wish to stress is that in a developing country
their compilation is not only valuable. With a new
Sinhala literati, we have the meed to produce, not
merely Encyclopaedias as surveys of knowledge which
will not only extend education and raise its standards
among both adults and children, but specialized
technical enclopaedias in workshops, factories, farms
or even a garage., This will undoubtedly enhance the
standards of efficiency. A mechanic, for instance who
is a school~drop-out at Grade VI is llterate enough

to refer to the mechanics of his trade,and profit

his vocation by it, The 1mpact of such encyclopaedias
in a developing country are immense.

There is also another aspect which T would like to
emphasize, and that is the need to orient an Encyclop-
aedia, Most Encyclopaedias, though they claim to be
contemporary and universal, are neither, because they
do not include sufficient knowledge that has been
acquired in the East, This is understandable because
most Encyclopaedias are produced in Europe or Amerjica
and their emphasis should be naturally a knowledge
relevant to their own readership, But this makes it
obvious that we can now eas11y do with an Encyclopaedi
of Asian knowledge, compiled in the English language (o34
in the national languages. Such an enterprise is
likely to perform the additional task of assembling

a great deal of knowledge that is dying under the
impact of modern civilization such as folklore and

7T
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mythology, herbal medicine, handicrafts, and ritual,

And with all this, it goes without saying, it is
important to introduce at an early age, the
Encycloriaedia habit, through schools or at home.
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THE MEANING AND PURPOSE OF
A NATIONAL LIBRARY FOR SRI LANKA

H.A,I.Goonetileke

The promotion of a library movement is a necessary
function of the modern state, and it is a legitimate
charge on public funds, Experience has led most
countries to define the library responsibilities of
their states by relevant legislation, and the aim of
this legislation is to create and maintain the
necessary library agencies, and to define their
functions in such a way that the national library
service may work along the most effective and
economical lines, Many countries, especially in
Asia, are now for the first time faced with the task
of creating these institutions, and the connected -
bibliographical services, while fostering and
supporting the idea of a library as a medium for the
democratisation of culture and an avenue for
educational and social progress,

Almost every country in Asia has been engaged, since
achieving independence, in breaking free of both.the
constraints and malformations of an economic system,
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arising from the colonial link, and its inevitable
stagnatdion., A new system in which economic
iniquities and social inequalities would be
eliminated has been the professed objective of all
state policy in the Third World, leading to a

climate in which rapid economic and social transforma-
tion can take place, In recent years there has been
a great deal of discussion at national and regional
levels of the present ungatisfactory state of library
and docuwentation services in the Asian region,
particularly in relation to their role in educational,
social and economic development. The important part
played by libraries in the programmes of economic,
cultural and social development has been inadequately
recognised. Since development planning is crucial to
contemporary modes of policy making at every level,
the true perspectives and directions of development
can be seriously diluted and even retarded in a
environment where the intellectual thrust is both
sluggish and conservative, The functions of libraries
and documentation centres as instigators and promoters
of cultural and social growth need to be appreciated
with greater awareness than now, and an elevation in
the scale and quality of bibliographic organisation
would certainly provide a f£illip to research in the
range of the sciences (whether hard or soft) which
would in turn facilitate the application of this
research, and resulting diffusion of information, to
the process of development in all fields of human
activity geared to the liberation of a society in all
its dimensions,

In Sri Lanka, especially, the situation is tailor-made
for such an impetus to be provided so that the poten-
tial of the existing library and documentation
resources can make a distinctive impact on social and
economic development, The country has been the
beneficiary of a western-style system of state
administration and education for over a hundred years,
the educational industry is booming, and the literacy
rates are in the blessed region of between 70-85%. In
addition it possesses a long-standing intellectual
tradition, and background of learning and scholarship,
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an efficient and welltrained bureaucracy, while the
past six years have witnessed an impressiye record

of experiment, innovation and reform in the economic
and social spheres. But, concurrent with the educa-
tion explosion in the last twenty years at least,

the parallel development of libraries, not only as a
necessary corollary to the period of formal education,
but also to satisfy the mounting desire of self-
education on the part of those newly released from

the bonds of illiteracy, has been comparatively‘
inconspicuous, Education is a great leveller, but

the sustained development of a political urge

towards democracy in knowledge among all citizens
depends on the character, system, and accessibility

of its library grid, There is insufficient recogni-
tion of the fact that resources invested in libraries
are a form of capital investment which pay high
dividends, The benefits or results cannot be

measured in terms of GNP or computed in visible
economic form, but these outlays promote the develop=~
ment and spread of erudition, culture and information,
which are in themselves valuable sources of national
wealth, A well-planned library scheme integrated with
national development plans will further guarantee that
the enormous sums expended on education and research
will afford significant dividends in the long run, In
the West where investment in library services has been
generous and continuous since the latter part of the
nineteenth century, it takes at least a generation of
sustained effort to make at least half the community
library conscious, In Sri Lanka where ten vears ago
the total national investment in library services
amounted to only 0,8% of the recurrent annual
expenditure on education? and even today, despite a
decade of appreciation and effort, has only reached a
little over 1%, the magnitude of the task of imbuing
library consciousness in its literate citizenry
remging formidable indeed,

But the nugleus of a degirable I1ibrary network does
exist in Sri Lanka fortunately, though, sadly, the
dynamism of the printed word lies largely sequestered
and inert, despite some degree of sophistication in
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organisation and control in many parts of the
prevailing system, There is a wide agsortmen: of
libraries at the school, public, university, technieal,
special, and government departmental levels, but no
serious attempt has been made to build up a national
library system which cowld integrate the resources and
services of gll types of libraries in the country., It
is important, as has been pointed out, for the best
possible use of scarce resources to be effectively
planned in the area of librarianship as in any other
field of human activity, No library can stand alone
and be self-gufficient, Co-operation and co~ordina-
tion between libraries lead to the strength of the
whole system becoming available to any one part in it.
This is the only way to increase the potential of the
resources to make a distinctive impact on social and
economic development, Besides the special functiomns
of each type of library, they have a national responsi-
bility which they cannot evade, It is vital, therefore,
for libraries and documentation centres within the
country to be organised and linked in such a manner as
to make co-operation and co-ordination possible on a
national, regional and, even international basis. The
institutional means to encourage this responsibility,
stimulate this co-operation, and undertake the degree
of co-ordination required can only be provided by a
superior agency at the apex of the system, and in most
countries this catalytic and necessary function is
provided within the framework of a National Library.
It is the real purpose of this brief encounter with
the library scene in Sri Lanka to attempt a simple and
direct exposition in general terms of the nature and
functions of a mational librayy its degsirability,
possible advantages, and its meaning and role in the

Sri Lanka perspective, .
A significant event in the history of the library

movement in the island was the establishment of the
Ceylon National Library Services Board in June 1870 in
terms of an Act of Parliawent No.17 of 24 March 1970
by the same title, to serve as the principal institu-
tional sponsor and statutory body for co-ordinating
and developing all types of libraries, bibliographical
centres, and similar bodies, especially those
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maintained with state funds, Under Part I1I, Section
14 of the Act, the Board was given wide powers to plam,
assist and promote the organisation and development of
library services at public, school, university,,
government and special library levels., Up to then
governmental library and documentation activities,
especially, had taken place in a rather isolated and
wasteful context, With the setting up of the Board

ag the principal library authority in the country, it
was hoped that future development could and would be
conducted with a greater regard for economy, realism,
and rationale taking into consideration the state of
the national needs, resources, and finances. The
foremost task vested in the Board under Section 14 of
the Act was the establishment and maintenance of a
National Library, proposals for which had occupied
the minds of successive governments since independence,
while practical measures for implementation had been
served up dn the recommendations of more than one
Committee or Commission report since the middle
'fifties. The Board appropriately gave the highest
priority to this objective, and lost little time in
preparing the ground for initiating the activities
related to the early establishment of a National
Library. Despite setbacks and difficulties in the
lagt six years a welcome neasure of progress has been
made in assembling a mass of pertinent data, formula-
ting the phased progress of development, and taking
concrete steps towards designing and projecting the
construction of a suitable complex of buildings
appropriate to the varied functions envisaged for so
important an institution in the intellectual life of
the country, It is time to examine briefly the
functions, objectives and scope of the National
Library, as they have been visualised by the Board in
the proper discharge of this imporiant responsibility,
The particulars of policy, the professional structure
of the organisation, and the administrative design of
its functioning, however, have no place in this essay,
which confines itself to interpreting the benefits of
such a library in the local context,
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The basic form and character of & national library
have been largely established through the experience
of older countries, and are no longer a subject of
debat€é, though the functions and responsibilities are
to a large extent tempered and shaped by the hisotri=-
cal traditions, conditions of scholarship, and the
urgent economic and social issues current in any
country, In general the main functions of a national
library are to offer leadership in the professional
field, to serve as a permanent depository of the
national output of literature, as well as to acquire
other types of material, to provide bibliographical
and reference services to the public and the Govern~
ment, and to serve as a co-ordinating agency for
co-operative activities. Acting as the principal
legal deposit library in the country it will be
expected to preserve the national culture and its
literary heritage, to develop by all appropriate
megns, systems and procedures which will make
available the total library resources of the nation
for the benefit of the whole community, and to
establish relations with the libraries of other
countries since no country can be gself-sufficient
today. More particular primary purposes would be

to collect, organise, preserve and maintain a
national collection of library materials in all
forms, including a comprehensive collection relating
to Sri Lanka and her people; to serve as a national
reference and research library with a view to
promoting the most advantageous use of the library

in the national interest; to function as the autho-
rity for the receipt and registration of books,
periodicals and newspapers published in Sri Lanka; to
compile and publish the Sri Lanka National Bibliograph
and provide ancillary biblicgraphical services as
required; to compile Union Lists and Catalogues; to
serve as the central library suthority for inter-library
loans both within the country and cutside; to serve as
the national bibliographic centre for the dissemina-
tion of information on a national and international
basis, and to assist in general in the fields of
library co-operation and exchange; to serve as the
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National Documentation Centre in the field of pure and
applied science, technology; industrial and agricultu-
ral reserach, social sciences and humanities; to
provide co-ordination of and assistance to all govern-
ment libraries, whether Departmental, Institutional or
Special; and finally to promote the development of
library education and training, and to elevate the
professional standards both in theory and practice.

In its strictly library aspects it will have to, acquire
preserve, and organise for use, besides the national
output of literature, all boocks, manuscripts and other
mgterials pertaining te Sri Lanka, her history and
civilisation, written and/or published abroad, and any
other books, manuscripts and library materials which
may become necessary for the purposes of reserach and
education. It will become the national reference
library for the legislative, executive and judicial
branches of the Government, as well as other public
cerporations, institutions and organisations. The
principal aim of this service will be to provide as
comprehensive a reference service of last resort asg
possible, In support of other libraries and data
systems of the country it will have to provide an
efficient central lending and reprographic service,
Within the perspective of its role as the natinnal
bibliographic and documentation centre the following
objectives can be clearly discerned: toc maintain a
comprehensive and up-to-date record of the national
literature of Sri Lanka; to provide subject guides
and indexes to current literature; to introduce
standard forms of bibliographic description; to
locate foreign bocks, periodicals, and newspapers
currently received by learned libraries in Sri Lanka;
to formulate a pogsible co-operative acquisition :
programme of foreign library materials for the major
libraries of Sri Lanka:; and to reveal the extent of
library holdings in the country., In the capacity of
a documentation centre it would aim at supplementing,
servicing, and co-ordinating the resources of the
different specialised libraries existing in Sri Lanka ,
particularly those connected with agriculture,
industry and techmology, which have a direct bearing
85
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on the economic development of the country; the
acquisition and storage of all documents (published or
unpublished) in whatever form issued by goyernment
departments or corporations, learned associatlons
societies, committees, commissions or indiyiduals,
commercial firms, fore1gn agencies, etc. operating in
Sri Lanka; the compilation of bibllographles indexes,
abstracting and current awareness servicesi functioning
in close collaboration with government institutes and
departimients already active in the fields of scientific
and technical documentation; establishing contacts and
agreements with similar centres abroad for the benefit
of the national effort; providing translation and
document procurement facilities; and undertaking
reprographic work for local and foreign customers,

I'n the framework of its bibliographical services the
following projects or publications may be mentioned as
among the more important; Sri Lanka Naticnal Bibliogra-
phy (already the responsibility of the Board since
September 1974); Retrospective Sri Lanka National
Bibliography (1885-1962); Sri Lanka Periodicals Index
(Current and Retrospective); Sri Lanka Newspaper

Index and Directory; Sri Lanka Serials Abstracting
Service; Union Lists of Foreign Periodicals and
Newspapers currently received in the major libraries
of Sri Lanka; Annual and Union Lists of Theses: Union
Catalogue of Ceyloniana; Union Catalogue of Foreign
library materials in the major libraries of Sri Lanka;
Union List of Serials; Systematic Catalogues and Union
Lists of 0la Manuscripts; Registers of Reserach in the
Pure, Applied, Social Sciences and Humanities; and
Centralised Cataloguing and Card Supply Services,

In the area of reserach and planning, primary objective
inelude the following; the collection and evaluation

of data on current library practices in Sri Lanka; the
formulation, design, and introduction of library
standards and professional tools; provision of informa-
tion on contemporary developments in library manage-
ment; keeping track of international developments in
the philosophy and practice of librarianship and
documentation; the publication of library guides,
professional manuals and journals, translations and
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original monographs in library studies; the proyision
of advice and consultancy services in any aspect of
library organisation and administration; and the
training of specialised staff for the island's
Tibraries.

This birds-eye view of the purpose and functions of a
national library should indicate that its early
establishment is an elementary prereguisite for any
successful library planning and co-ordination, ayd

an essential step in the direction of an economic

and rational use of the country's library resources,
As the volume of published literature in three
ianguages grows, there is a pressing neeessity for
well-conceived and efficiently organised bibliogra-
phic aids as stimuli to reserach in both the humane
and scientific fields. On such a central authority
rests the obligation to provide these serwices and
to present them with due regard for all the methods
of modern bibliographical procedure and organisation.
The investments in such a national project would
have an immediate and lasting impact, and it is to
be regretted that so desirable and necessary an
intellectual enterprise has had to be delayed for

so long. It is important,at the same time, to
emphasise that the essential objectives and functions
of the National Library need to be spelled out in
unambiguous language, though a phased programme and
an order or priority would have to be arranged which
will reflect the logical growth of the institution
through time,

The National Library will be an sutonomous institu-
tion managed and administered by the Sri Lanka
National Library Services Board as presently
constituted, enjoying maximum freedom over its
internal affairs, consistent with its functions and
responsibilities within the broad objectives of
government policy, As the actual operation of the
system of library and documentation services needs to
be sclely in the hands of the country and be covered
by the existing financial means, national economic
priorities demand that in the initial stages the
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functions of the National Library and Documentation
Centre will have to be co-ordinated and planned in the
light of current aspirations and prevailing institu~
tional: provisions. The re-assembling and pooling of
certain library resources and functions that are now
scattered in key Government institutions, already
serving in a very restricted and haphazard fashion
some of the range of duties of a national library will
have to be accomplished without delay, This integra-
tion of resources, equipment, and experienced profess-
ionals, and the combination of their related activites
will enable these services to be offered in a more
efficient and economical manner than hitherto, The
degree of co-ordination and orientation necessary in
terms of an overall national plan cannot afford to
accomodate the existing segregation, seclusion, and
even, fragmentation of documentation and information
science activity, and the dissipation of expensgive
funds on its isolated indulgence., A national library
serving the total needs of the community from the
specialist to the laymen, would be in a better
position to conduct and Supervise the emerging trends
in documentation services under the umbrells of its
co-ordinated and wide~ranging bibliographical and
reference library activities, as a developing country
cannot afford the luxury of many independent centres,
It is fervently to be hoped that the fruition of the
Sri Lanka National Library project will lead to the
emergence of a single central institution covering
all bibliographical and documentation activity in the
national interest, pursued on professionally wvalid,
economically viable, and socially beneficial grounds

First published in Libri, International Library
Review, (Copenhagen), 29 (1) 1979,

Reprinted with the kind permission of the Author,
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i

DISTANCE EDUCATION AND

A THE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Malini Wijesinghe

The concept of distance education is of
comparatively recent origin. Varied terms such
as distance-—learningF correspondence education,
continuous education, life long education, open
learning, extension services etc, have been used
to describe different aspects of this concept.

According to Ochoal education at a distance may
be defined as;

"a system baged on the selective use of instruc-

tional media - both traditional and innovative -

that promotes the gelf teaching = learning

process to achieve ‘specific educational objectives,

with a potentially greater geographic coverage

than the traditional face-to-face system of

education."

1. OCHOA, M.L, Some basic issues implementing a distance educational
system, fducation of Adults at a Distance. London,
1981, p. 196 - 207,
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The following features are inherent within a distance
learning system,

24

Students 5
They are characterized hy the following
factors -

(a) they are scattered geographically

(b) they may lack formal academic requirements

{c) their ages cover a wide range perhaps from
8 - 80

(d) they may be already employed and therefore
have limited time available for study.

Learning materials and methods -

(a) they are desigred for independent study

(b) they have self assessment devices

(¢) contains features for the provision of
feedback from students to staff & yice-versa,

(d) The media & rescurces used may range from
printed texts, slides, audio & video cassettes,
films, radio & T.V. broadcasts, kits,
computer assisted learning, tuition & coun~
selling, student self-help groups, library
facilities etc,

(e) credit systems or modular structures provide
for flexibility,

Operational logistics

In addition to what is found in any conven-
tional system it also involves

(2) the high-volume production of standardised
learning materials which would involve
printing presses, studios etc,

(b) monitoring of students e.g. assigning them
to centres, tutors, distribution of course
materials etc,
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Learning at a distance has taken a diversity of forms
in different countries, There are various types of
institutions catering to different levels of education.
In certain couritries such as the Dominican Republic &
Colombia there are radiu schools which impart
information at a primary level, South Korea, Malawi &
Australia provide courses of study through Correspon-
dence Schools catering to the secondary level. At the
tertiary level there are & varietv of institutions
scatterad throughout the world providing distance
education in numerous forms.

There are autonomous open learning institutions

such as the British Cpen University which provide
first degree, postgraduate and continuing education
courses. Among others which are modelled on this
pattern are Pakistan's Allama Iqbal Open University,
Thiland's Sukhothaithammathirat Open University & Sri
Lanka's own Open University, to mention but a few
established within our own Asian region,

In some countries such as Soviet-Russia & the United
States the traditional institutions provide extension
services for external students,

Countries such as Australia, Kenya & Pakistan provide
teacher—~training courses. Other continuing education
courses in health, nutrition & community educatien,
agriculture etc., are also provided by distance
teaching institutions.

In Sri Lanka as in most developing countries the
demand for education has run zhead of available
resources. With education extending into all sectors
of society after the granting of free education, the
traditional methods of education have not been able
to cope with the demand. The creation of more
universities and institutes of further education
would only add to the already heavy burden of
expenditure on social overheads.

Another constraint is that a formal system of

education can admit only full time students and does
not cater to the thousands of men and women who are
employed and need or desire to further their education.
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In these circumstances, and also due to the fact that
the cost per student is much less than that in a
conventional system, Sri Lanka too has turned to
distance education in order to extend educatiomal
opportunities to all sectors of society in an
economical yet effective manner.

The Distance Education unit of the Ministry of
Education conducts a teacher training course. iThe
National Library Services Board conducts a correspon-
dence course in Library Science. The largest distance
education system in Svi Lanka however, is the Open
University which was launched in 1980.

The Open University system of Sri Lanka consists of a
headquarters complex situated at Nawala & Regional &
Study Centres strategically distributed throughout
the island. The headquarters are geared towards the
provision of lesson  material in warious forms and the
administration needed to operate the system, The
Regional & Study Centres provide the contact with the
University that is essential for the welfare of the
students scattered throughout the island. There are
five Regional Centres in Colombo, Kandy, Matara,
Jaffna, & Ampara & the Study Centres are located at
Anuradhapura, Badulla, Galle, Kalutara, Kegalle,
Kurunegala & Ratnapura. Tutorial classes are held

at all thése centres while laboratory & workshop
facilities are available at the Regional Centres,

The following programmes of study are offered by the
University,

The Foundation Student Programme

This programme enables the student to attain an
education level equivalent to that of the G.C.E.
(A.L.),thus providing a gateway to all the other
programmes offered by the University,
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The Certificate/Diploma Student Prograrre

This is designed

(a) to provide an opportunitv Zor those
engaged in various fields of activityw
to improve their knowledge and skills

fﬁ@”to provide industry with trained
" " ‘personnel at the technician level,
and

-ty

(c) to provide the country with a peol o
trained manpower that can contribute
towards the raising of the productive
and service industries.

Under this programme the following courses are
offered:

Entrepreneurship, Pre school Education, Professional
English, Technology Courses in Civil, Mechanical,
Electrical, Electronic, Telecommunication & Textile
Technology.

Undergraduate Student Programme

r
=
M
o 3
(i}
m

At the moment degree courses are offered in s
& Law.

Higher Degree Programme

There is a Postgraduate Diploma Course in Education,
More courses will be offered at a later stage.

Nearly 16,000 studetns are now registered with the
Open University. They are provided with course
material at regular intervals in the form of
printed texts. Audio cassettes are used with
certain courses. There are facilities at the
Regional & Study centres to listen to these
cagsettes,
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In addltlon, students have to attend workshops,
seminars, day schools, laboratory & workshop classes
at the Regional Centres. Tape slide programmes,
films & videc programmes are incorporated into the
course during these programmes.

There are self assessment questions incorporated into
the lesson material. The students work is continuously
monitered by means of assignments which have to be
submitted regularly, &

This provides a general picture of how the Open
University operates in Sri Lanka today.

The Open University students and all students engaged
in distance education need to do some additional
reading in order to improye their background knowledge,
It is not practical to set up a separate network of
libraries within the country to satisfy their needs.
Since books are prohibitively expensive the Sri Lankan
student is not in a position to purchase his own
reading material,

It is at this juncture that the public library system
in the country could step into provide a much felt
need. In Sri Lanka there are nearly 600 public
libraries scattered throughout the country, This
means that every student could have ready access to a
library however small it may be, The great challenge
now set before the public libraries is to provide the
necessary reading materials for the students. If
this is done there will be greater usage of the
library and this would enable the library to improve
its own resources as well .. e.g. student demand may
justify the purchase of a cassette player. If the
system operates effectively it will be of mutual
benefit to both the student (who is also a member of
the public) and the library.

The OU has already taken steps to encourage and advise
the public libraries to provide books for OU

students, A list of "Recommended Reading for OU
students" has already been distributed to the book
trade and all the public libraries in the island.
Liaison between the OU and the public libraries has
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been established with the assistance of the National
Library Services Board. This has been a gracious act
on the part of the NLSB on behalf of the 0U,

.
If the system is to function effectively however it is
essential that the funding authorities are aware of
the importance and need for providing these facilities
to students. Unless sufficient funds are diverted
towards this purpose the libraries cannot be built up
to satisfy student needs. Hence the District
Development Councils & Local Government Authorities
must be aware of the potential that lies hidden
within the library system to strengthen the perfor-
mance level of our people and to upgrade and improve
the nation's intellectual resources. Once they are
coguizant of this fact then there will be no
reluctance on the part of the authorities to disburse
the funds.,

Thus it is seen that for distance education to be an
effective force in the upliftment of the educational
resources of the country the public libraries have a
great role to play. The development of both are
mutually interdependent,

For the public libraries therefore, this is a great
challenge to be taken up, so much so that one can
visualise the 19th century concept of public
libraries being "peoples universities,’ becoming a
reality in this country, The public libraries must
therefore not remain mere storehouses of knowledge,
but retrieval of this knowledge should become sgo
dynamic that these public libraries act as a catalyst
in the process of the improvement of knowledge levels
and consequentially, of performance levels, in our
quest for development.

The public libraries, therefore have a challenging &
dynamic role to play. The needed investment would be
minimal when compared with the tremendous invisible
qualitative contribution they would make to the
upliftment of social & economic standards of our
people.
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SOME IMPORTANT PUBLICATIONS IN
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM LIBRARY

K.V.S.F. de Soysa

The Colombo Museum Library was inaugurated on the 1st
of January 1877; on the same day as that of the
Colombo Museum, The Museum and Library go hand in
hand as essential complements of each other in the
advancement of knowledge,

The collection in this Library, amassed during the
past one hundred and seven years is one of the best
in Sri Lanka. It could be described as the largest
and most valuable collection in the island, All
types of material - books, manuscripts, periodicals,
maps and prints have been added to its priceless
collection.

The collection of Manuscripts transfered from the
Government Oriental Library formed the nucleus of
the Museum collection, This collection has been
further enriched by the valuable material donated

by individuals and organizations; by purchase; by a
system of exchanging the museum publication - Spolia
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Zeylanica with the publications of 460 foreign and
local institutions and by legal deposit,

At present, this collection comprises of more than
600,000 books, 3635 palm leaf manuscripts and 'a good
collection of maps and prints and periodicals, These
cover almost the entire field of knowledge. Among
them are the valuable collections of ola manuscripts
purchased from Mr H.C.P,Beli, the Hugh Neville
collection donated by the beneficiaries of MrsNeville;
the Lorenz collection donated by his brother; the Sir
Henry Blake collection of palm leaf manuscripts
donated by Sir Scloman Dias Bandaranaike; palm leaf
manuscripts donated by Dr,.Paul E.Pieris; the W.A,(De
Silva collection of manuscripts donated by him and
the collection of Sinhala periodicals and newspapers
donated by Rev,Kalukondayawe Pannasekera Thera,

Among the rare ola manuscripts is found the Culla
Vagga of Vinaya Pitaka, the Mahavagga of Vinaya
Pitaka; the Vessantara Jataka; Ahalapola Daruwan
Ketawima etec.

The Culla Vagga was purchased from Mr, H,C.P.Bell in
1637. It is over 700 years old and is thought to be
the oldest manuscript in the island, Dr Paranavi-
thana reported that the mss, is written in
characters of the 13th century, The colophon at the
end of the mss. in Sinhala is of historical int=rest.
It states that the mss. was copied by Sumedha Thera
of Beligala when the hierarch Medhankara, under the
patronage of King Parakramabahu was having religious
texts copied so that every monk in the island may be
supplied with one,

This Culla Vagga consists of 163 palm leaves, and
considering its age is in good preservation. The
boards are painted on both sides; the painting on the
inner side of the end boards is well preserved gpd
may not be of the same age as the writing. The
painting on the outside has disappeared. Only a few
traces are left on one of the boards,
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The Mahavagga of Vinaya Pitaka is another mss, which
deserves special mention, This has been copied at
the instance of Peramune Rala of Siyambalapitiya of
Galboda, Korale and compiled on Monday, the full moon
day of Vap, Saka era 1724 (i.e, Oct,1802); was
offered by him to the Sanga at Malwvatte Vihare.

When the English invaded Kandy and were pillaging

~ the Malvatta Vihara in 1803, Rambukkana Sobhita
Unnanse removed this boeok in secret and escaped
through“the forest of Hantana to a safe place, on
account of the regard and honour he felt towards the
book,

Palm leaf manuscripts are not usually illustrated,
nor do they contain ornamental initial letters. But
two illustrated ola mss, are found in the Museunm
Library. One is a copy of the Vessantara Jataka and
the other the Ahalepola DaruwanxgetaWIﬂa The
illustrations in the Vessantara Jataka i resemble the
painting of such jataka stories as depicted on the
walls of Buddhist viharas,

Important Books in the Sri Lanka Collection of the
Museum Library

The first book printed in Ceylon, This is a Sinhala
prayer book - " Singaleesch Gebeede = Boek "
published in 1737 by the Dutch Armoury Press, This
book contains 40 pages, The paper is hand made, rag,
and the print is still dark and clear, It is bound
in thin red leather with a fine gold double border
design, The first newspaper published din Ceylon too,
iz in this collection, This is the Ceylon G Government
Gazette of 15th March 1802, During these early times
the Ceylon Government Gazette served both as the
official organ of the Government and as the conveyor
of news other than official, Poetry was not included,
Confined to political and literary subjects,

A true and exact description of the most celebrated
East Indian Coast of Malabar & Coromandel and also of
the Isle of Ceylon by Philippus Baldeaus, Printed in
1672 in Amsterdam.

138

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

Baldeaus was a missionary who learnt the language,
customs religious beliefs etc. of the inhabitants

of Ceylon. Hence his book gives a very good
description of the island, The title page is,lengthy
and the book covers other eastern countries too.

Part 2 of the book, congisting of 51 chapters and
240 pages refers to Ceylon. Covers early history
too. Includes beautiful illustrations, 34 copper -
plate engravings are scattered throughout the .text,
A map of Ceylon is also included.

An historical relation of the Island Ceylon in the
East - Indies: together. with an account of the
detaining in captivity of thé author and other
Englishmen now 1iving there and of ifie authors'

miraculous escape, by Robert Knox ,

Published in London in 1681, Contains 189 pages,
photographs and a map of the island, The book is
written in four parts. Part 1 containing 7
chapters give a description of the island, chief
cities and towns, the manner of husbandry, flora
and fauna. Part 2 containing 7 chapters describe
the government of the island, the kings, manners,
vices, recreation, revenues and treasures, A
rebellion made against the king is also described,

Part 3 containing 11 chapters concerns the inhabitants
of the island, their festivals, housing, diet,
costumes, manners, employment, recreation, laws and
language, sickness, death and burial,

Part 4 comprising 14 chapters gives an account of
EKnox's arrival in Ceylon, his captivity, audience
with the king and escape, This gives an account’ of
other nationals including Portuguese and Dutch who
lived in the island,

An account of the island of Ceylon codtaining its
history, geography, natural‘hist&??l with manners and
customs of its various inhabitants, to which is added
the journal of an embassy to the Court of Candy by
Captain Robert Percival, T b
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Published in London in 1895, Contatns 446 pages,
maps, charts and illustrations of scenes of Ceylon,
Includes a description of Veddhas, Flora, minerals
etc. of the island.

An account of the interior of Cd&ylon dnd of\ its
inhabitants, with travels in that island by John

Davy. Published in London ln'1821, contains 530 pages,
includes photographs and a map of Ceylon,

This bqok is in 3 parts., The first three chapters
describe the physical state of the island including
Natural History. Chapters 4 - 6 deal with the
political conditions of the interior, The next 7
chapters give an account of the religion of the
Sinhalese. This is followed by the literature and
arts of the Sinhalese, domestic manners and habits
and an historical sketch, Part 2 is a narrative of
travels of the author in the country. Part 3 gives
the author's observations on the effects of climate
and on the diseases prevailing in Ceyion,

Davy served on the medical staff in the army
stationed in Ceylon from 1816 ~ 1820,

Adams Peak: Legends, traditional and historic notices
of Samanala or Sri Pada by Widliam Skeen, Published
in 1870, L R

The book is rich in historic and legendary lore. It is
divided into 10 chapters, The first two chapters
discuss legendary, traditional and historic beliefs
which have rendered this peak holy, Chapters 3 to 9
give a narrative of Skeen’'s three visits to the peak,
He affords the reader a wealth of historical and
sociological detail and describes experiences on route,
The Sunrise is described beautifully., Skeen was the
first professional govertiment printer of Cevlen

1849 - 1872,

Ancient Ceylon by Henry Parker

Published in 1909. Contains 695 pages and 275 illus-
trations., Deals with many phases of the ancient
civilization of the island, from earliest times,
Begins with the history, life and religion of the
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aborigins, Gives a very good account of village
1ife,

He has woven into his book the story of "Ancient
Ceylen" by drawing on the three sources from which
history derives, namely, monument, record and
tradition.

The book is in 3 parts,

Part 1 explains the origin and status of the first
inhabitants,

Part 2 deals with structural evidence, Describes
ancient stupas, irrigation works etc. useful to
archaeologists,

Part 3 deals with arts, implements and games,

Parker was sent to Ceylon to investigate and
report on the restoration of the ancient tank
system in Ceylon, He arrived in Ceylon in 1873,

Ceylon: an account of the island, physical,
historical and topographical with notices of its
natural histoiy, antiquities and production by
Emerson Tennent, Published in 2 volumes, London.
1859, Contains 1285 pages, 62 chapters, Several
illustrations by Andrew Nicholls are included,

This book gives a very good account of the
geography, mineral resources, precious stones,
climate, flora, fauna, literature, arts, culture,
history and ruined cities of the island.

Sir Emerson Tennent was the Secretary of State in
Ceylon. He was Acting Governor too.

Sketches of the costumes of the natives of Ceylen
by Johu D,K. Van Dort, These are the originals
drawn by him in 1861,

Illustrations of scemary, inhabitants and animals
of Ceylon by Samuel Daniel, 1808,

Architectural remains, Anuradhgpura, Ceylon:
comprising the dagabas and contains other ancient
ruined structures by James G,Smither.
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Published by order of the Ceylon Government. Printed
in London in 1894, Contains 64 pages of text and 67
plateés - very large, A map of Anuradhapura is also
includeg. These have been measured drawn and
described by Smither who was the Architect to the
Covernment of Ceylon at that time,

‘Science Collection

Importagt books in the Science Collection include
many publications on the fauna and Flora of Ceylon,
The early transactions and proceedings of learned
societies of the world have been collected from the
time of establishment of the Museum in 1877, Most of
them are the only copies available in the island,

Some of the other important books are :-

The Challenger Reports From vol, 1, 1894 onwards,
The entire set is available,

Complete sets of Proceedings Zoological Society of
London (1830 onwards); U.S.National Museum Reports
{1905 to date) U.S, National Muéeum‘procgédiqgi
(1870 to datp )
Smithsonian publications (1885 to date)
‘Zoological records vol, 1, 1864 to date,

A history of tHe Birds of Ceylon by Vincent Legge.
Published in 2 volumes in London, 1880, <&ontains
1237 pages,

Includes 34 coloured paintings in natural colours, A
map of Ceylon and coloured illustrations are included,

Birds are described under order, family and species,
Gives Zoological classification, Vernacular names
are also included, External characters, size, colour
etc. of both male and female birds are given., Covers
distribution and habitats ete,

The introduction gives an account of the geography

and climate of the island, Legge was a soldier in the
army sent to Ceylon, Governor Gregory obtained
government help for the publication of the book which
is very valuable for the study of the birds of Ceylon.
140

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

The publications by Trimen, Moore, Moon, Bennet,
Kellart, etc, and an almost complete gset of the
Fauna of British India series are also available,

Described above are only a few of the important books
and manuscripts in the vast collection of the
Library of the National Museum of Sri Lanka,
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A PRESERVATICN AND CONSERVATION
FOR LIBRARIES PROGRAMME

DR. K.D.G,WIMALARATNE

The Problem of Preservation and Conservation of
library materials has become so complex today as
librarians are called upon to preserve and adminis-
‘ter various types of library materials, from the
traditional type of printed books to palm-leaves,
microiorms, machine-readable records, files,
newspapers, photocopies, discs, magnetic tapes,
cine films, photographs and ‘the'like.

Library materials contain a great variety of
substances, the vast majority of which are organic
and thus subject to deterioration, 1In a scientific
sense, deterioration is the transition from one
energy to amother. In a practical senge, deteriora-
tion means a decrease in the ability of a material
to fulfil its intended function. The above-mentioned
library materials transmit information to the users,
Thus, deterioration can be any- action, viz.,
physical, chemical or biological that interferes
with that transfer, Deterioration of library
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materials may become an irreversible process, and a
librarian must not allew such deterioration beyond
the point where the intellectual content cannot be
reformated or converted to a different medium when

necessary.,

Accordingly, with the accession, purchase or
acceptance of various types of library materials,
librarians are faced with numerous problems of
preserving them under their custody. Any record
material coming into the library for deposit will
bring with it its own preservation and restoration
dilemma to be solved, In addition, the librarian's
task is made more difficult as majority of the
materials received by them are made of modern low
quality paper. The books safely delivered to a
library may contain destructive agents which are not
so easily visible to a librarian, Therefore,
although accession of books and other material to a
librarian is a happy moment and an achievement, he ~
should at the same time realize that he has taken
problematic children under his care., It is accepted
that as soon as the librarian receives material for
deposit, thoughtful and skillful attention should be
given so that the early life be given a better
hygenic living conditions and that its life will be
prolonged for a long period of time, It must be
remembered that much care and attention is needed
not for the ordinary books purchased now, but for
the rare, expensive, used and old books accessioned
to a library,

Preventive Conseérvation Progranme

It is essential that a librarian should organize a
preventive conservation programme in his library as a
first step towards a planned programme of conserving
the library material under his care, The motto
"Prevention is better than cure'™ is to be reminded as
most of the problems in the field of conservation and
restoration arise due to the negligence, lack of
supervision and prompt attention on the part of the
untrained librarians. As far back as 1937,
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Randolph G,Adams, writing an article titled
"Librarians as enemies of Books” brought out, the
sins committed by librarians charged with the safe
guarding of our treasures of knowledge. Some of us
have experienced as Adams, much ayoidable damage done
to library materials by untrained librarians by using
sensitive tapes to repair torn pages of books,
indiscrimifmte use of synthetic adhesives, use of
highly acid paper to wrap books in order to transport
to protect them from dust, wrong repair techniques
and improper storage.

Good housekeeping is very essential as a preventive
conservation programmedin &:library.This aspect of
supervision is rather neglected in many libraries,
It is an experience even in developed libraries that
routine checks are not carried out for any insect or
other enemies of library material, As a result,
when it is detected, the loss is either irreparable
or collosal. Tt should be a habit of a librarian to
.organise his preventive conservation programme to
carryput routine checks in the stack areas, to
detect any destructive agent which has entered the
library and take appropriate steps to remedy them.
This practice will prevent any serious damage to
library materials and draw early attention for
necessary action, The challenge to the library
profession is to understand the enemies of library-
materials and take necessary preventive action so
that library materials fulfil their function for as
long as they are needed,

Human beings have been considered the greatest
enemies of library materials, as they have vandafized
the libraries during wars, burned in hate, theft,
careless handling, other acts of mischief. 1In view
of this, preservation of library materials from its
users is the greatest problem. A library cannot
exist or function without readers or users and this
is a problem which cannot be avoided at all. A
public 1librarian would face the damage done to the
library material by thoughtlegs, irresponsible and
negligent users, Accordingly? a strict supervision
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and a system of fines is essential to overcome or
check hazards done by the users, A librarian could
restrict the access and use of rare, expensive,
fragile, sensitive, important material in a library
only to bona fide researchers. ¢

A major problem faced by the librarians in a tropical
country like Sri Lanka is the preservation of library
material against the destructive agent of pelluted
environment., Our librarians store library materials
in rooms which are hot or cold, dry or damp, and in
variable weather conditions, The air of our cities
is polluted with various gases, such as carbon dioxide,
sulphur dioxide, ammonia and nitrogen dioxide from
automobile exhausts contribute to the deterioration of
any kind of paper material. Of all the chemical and
physical agents of deterioratiom, light is the most
potent. The effects of exposure to light, specially
ultraviolet radiation is serious, Since it is
obviously impossible to keep light away from library
materials it could be controlled to a great extent,
The natural light coming in through windows and
skylights, fluorescent lamp and incandescent bulbs
are the sources which radiate heat in a library.
Skylights are more damaging than sunlight through
vertical windows, cool white fluorescent light is
more damaging thanh white fluorscent light and
incandescent light is least damaging, Heat like
light also promotes deterioration of library
materials, The higher the temperature, the faster
the library materials will deteriorate. Accordingly,
libraries cannot keep materials in constant, total
darkness, they cannot store materials at extremel
low temperatures. Library materials stored at 70°F
will deteriorate approximately half as fast as
materials stores at 79°F, Extensive heat will
result in dessication (drying), embrittlement and
distortion (warping). Accordingly, heat is
considered as an insidious agent of deterioration
and not visible to the naked eye, However, the
results will be brittle paper, cracked and warped
leather bindings and flaking photographic images.
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Humidity which is usually expressed as a percentage
of the maximum amount of water the air could hold at

a particular temperature, This is termed the relative
humidity (RH). The high reiative hmidity in a
storage area will cause warping, cockling and tearing.

Accordingly, no library material is safe from the
effects of light, heat and moisture and from the
impurities in polluted air, Therefore, the prevention
of decay in library materials is far more important
than skill in repair which involves heavy expenditure
for repair material and labour. In order to arrest
this damage, air-conditioning is the most effective
means to control both chemical and biological enemies
of library material, It is true that airwconditioning
is expensive, On the other hand, one should bear in
mind that the library material contain intellectual
value or knowledge which cannot be appraised in terms
of money. Moreover, costs of repair, restoration and
replacement are much higher than an investment in
air-conditioning. A library is responsible for the
preservation of those materials that it acquires,
describes and stores for the library community it
serves, Accordingly, a library should provide
intellectual and physical control of those materials,
as well as an optimum storage enviromment that
enhances preservation of the collection,

The recommended standards for the storage of library
materials specify 687 - 709 F and a relative humidity
of 507. A temperature of 68° ~ 700 F is compromise
between what 1s comfortable for people and desirable
for majority of the library material, excluding
sensitive material such as microfilms, discs, tapes,
cassettes, cine films etc. For microforms a constant
temperature of 650 - 689 F (200 - 229¢) and relative
humidity of 40 - 60 %, for wvideo tapes, 68° ¥ (20%)
and a relative humidity of 55%, cine films 129 and
30Z relative humidity is recommended. Actually, as
far as most library materials are ‘concerned, the
lower the temperature, the better. The best
situation is a building that separates stack and
public service areas,  The filtering of air

is necessary at all temperatures and air taken from
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external sources be cleaned, Moreover, filters must
also be provided to control the introduction of oil
from air-conditioning machinery itself, and to absorb
the dust introduéed by books and ether materials within
the buildings. It is necessary that air-conditioning
be provided on a twenty four hour basis throughout the
year, with humidity control, It is not advisable to
store books ia closed glass cupboards, as fresh or
conditioned air does not get freely circulated inside
the closed up places and cause deterioration in paper.
Under these conditions, if the air-conditioning is not
provided on a 24 hour basis, the damage to library
material is more rapid than under the normal
conditions of open rackings without any air-condition=
ibg. Accordingly, four functions of air~conditioning
are ventilatipn, filtration, temperature and humidity
control,

It is a good proposition to segregate those library
material whose physical preservation is essential and
provide for them air-conditioning rooms which could be
fitted with window-type air-conditions and maintain a
constant temperature for 24 heours. A rare collection
could be preserved by using this type of gir-condition-
ifig,y, when finances do not permit the air-conditioning
of all the stack area of a library. \

A librarian may think now, that by maintaining
air-conditioning for 24 hours, all the problems
connected with the preservation of library materials
would be solved. However, it should be noted that
insect and other enemies of library material enter
libraries which are air-conditioned and the librarians
must be prepared to operate, firstly, a preventive
conservation programme and secondly, a curative
programme to eliminate the insect enemies,

Out of the insects, termites, white ants, silver-fish,
cockroaches, bookworms, vermin, moths, austrid and
other minor insect pests are widely known in Sri
Lanka. Rodents such as rats and mice cause much
damage to library materials, “Moreover, a librarian
should be able to organise a preventive programme

of conservation of the library materials against

fire due to sabotage, negligence or any other i
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unforeseen circumstances and floods due to natural
and other causes, The growth of fungi or moulds if
the relative humitidy of the atmosphege exceeds 68
and the air temperature is between 65 and 85% F, are
troublesome in libraries, where air-conditioning is
not provided in the storage areas of library
materials.

To prevent insects, mould, fire and flood is the best
remedy tp be followed., This involves regular supervi-
sion to ensure proper precaution to prevent hazards
than to indulge in costly and time consuming repair
work after the damage is done., The regular dusting
and cleaning is very essential to prevent the
breeding of insects in the corners between the walls
and the shelves, underneath and on the shelves. The
use of a vacuum cleaner is important in removing dust.
Low toxic insect repellents should be used to prevent
termites, vermin, silver fish and other insects,

The spraying of Dieldrin or Baygon and citronella
mixture in the proportion of 90:10 percent respecti-
vely or 40 grm. of DDT mixed with 1 litre of
Kerosene could be recommended in general to be used
not on the library materials, but on walls, shelves,
between walls and shelves, crevices and on the floor.
Besides, napthelene in the form of blocks or &
Paradichlorbenzene crystals could be used as
effective repellents, In order to prevent termite
attacks, preventive measures should be adopted even
before the construction of the library building
begins. Tt is always better to comstruct library
buildings on pillars if the area is infested with
termites, The soil of the building area must be
poisoned with white arsenic, gammexane and chlordane
chemicals, Even the surrounding area to be cleared
of grass, wood and trees, It is advisable to use
hardwood for shelves, if steel racking is not
available, Accumulation of water surrounding the
library building must be avoided as wetness attracts
termites and austrids.

Fire fighting equipment is necessary to combat a fire
as a result of electrical short circuit or otherwise.
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Curative ‘Conservatiom Programme

If a preventive censervation programme of a librariam
has failed due to unforeseencircumstances, a curatiye
programme should be put into immediate operation,

If the insects mentioned abeve have entered the
library, immediate steps should be taken to eradicate
them. In general, Dieldrin or Baygon + citronella
solution could be sprayed on the areas affecteqd and
the material should be well cleaned. These solutions
are not to be sprayed on the library material, It is
now being experimented the formula of PBC
(Paradicholorobenzene 50 grm, Benzene 50 c.c, colour-
less creoscte 50 grm.) which could be sprayed on the
books without any harmful effects, In a case of
termite attack, DDT powder, gammexane dust, Malathionm,
Chlordane, Bathion E.P, 507 (liquid or powder) could
be used, effectively. To eradicate the earth dwelling
termites, a four or five feet trench should be cut
round the building and anti~termite chemicals should
be put into the trench and closed with soil.

For insects such as vermin, bookworms, silver-fish
and booklice and the like, mere cleaning the material
will not be effective as thls will not kill the eggs.
Accordlngly, to eradicate the insects completely,
fumigation of the affected 11brary materials should
be carried out. There are various techniques, of
fumigation in force and the more simpler one would
be fumigation with paradichlorobenzene crystals in a
fumigation chamber. One could use naphthalene,
melathion and the like for fumigation. Although
this is a slow process, the results are 1003%.

Vacuum fumigation is carried out using powerful
fumigants such as methyl Bromide or ethylene oxide
which are very effective but should be used
carefully by a professional,

Mildew or fungi is a direct result of dampness and
high temperature. Tt generally appears as a thin
whitish coating and later becomes black, green, blue,
red and even bright yellow, A librarian would
suddenly observe brown spots appearing on library
: 171
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materials which is called "Foxing', is an attack of
fungi, Thymol fumigation is the best remedy for the
destruction of fungi, It is recommended that Thymol
or Carbpn tetrachloride should be vapourized in an

air tight chamber over a 40 Watt electric bulb for two
to four hours on each of six to tem days,

Out of rodents, rats are destroyers of library materials
The use of Wafarin, Arsenic oxide, Calcium cyanide
would cgntrol or destroy them effectively, 1In some
library buildings, pigeons are found on the roof in
plenty. Although some may think that they are harm-
less, they transport insects from place to place in
their feathers, Accordingly, if there is an attack of
vermin or austrid in your library which is difficult

to control, lookout for pigeons around the building,

The preservation or microforms, photographs, sound
recordings, will be easier if recommended storage
conditions are maintained. Librarians having micro-
forms such as microfilms, microfiche, aperture cards
and the like, should have them examined periodically
for ageing blemishes called "measles' or spots. If
these spots are observed, microfilms should be
washed or gold tanmed, Always microforms should be
stored in stainless steel cans and cased in acid free
boxes, Cassettes and sound recordings should be kept
away from magnetic activity as this could erase or
disturb the recordings. Photograph records are less
durable and stable for long periods,

A librarian will be compelled to repair any library
material if he realizes that preventive measures
have failed, Repair inevitably invelves certain
risks, but without it the process of decay may
continue and it may be or may become impossible to
use the library material at all without rdsking
further impairment of its value as a wehicle of
information or evidence, This is the justification
for repair. Books or documents and many other

type of library material should be repaired by an
experienced hand using good quality repair
material.
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Accordingly, preservation and conseryation of
library material is a professional one where a
librarian should be trained in this aspect for, the
preservation of knowledge and information to be
utilized for the development of our country.
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THE VISIBLE LIBRARY:

PUBLIC RELATIONS IN OUR LIBRARIES

Manil Silwvsa

Very often young people who are keen on reading haye
told me that they want to work in a library, ' Parents
have called to say that their daughter wishes to be a
librarian and is anxious to take library classes,
When I ask them how they know that their daughter
likes to work in a library, the usual reply is, "she
loves reading, she is so fond of books.,"

This brings to mind an incident of several years ago,
A librarian of a well known library in Colombo came
over to see me, to help him get his grand-daughter
trained as a librarian, As usual my question was how
he knew she would like the type of work, and as
expected his reply was that she enjoyed reading. I
suggested that she work in a honorary capacity in a
library, before she attended library classes, He
understood how useful this experience would be and
gladly took my advice., Within six weeks this young
woman realised she did not like the job, She soon
became an airhostess and today is married to a pilot,
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4n avid reader, keen on books does not necesgsarily make
a good librarian, In fact, an energetic .full time
librarian, if she is doing a goad job, seldom gets the
opportunity to read a book cover to cover, I®recall
vhat the Deputy Librarian of the National Library,
Iehran, once told me, He was a linguist, eloquent in
gix languages, and disliked being a librarian, I love
reading and here I don't get the chance to read. It's
like knowing a woman and just nibbling her ears, you
don't really get to know her,

How many persons working in libraries today enjoy
their job, or at least like the job? To focus a
proper image of the library, librarians must be
satisfied and happy with their work., It is only then
that it is possible to establish and maintain mutual
understanding between the library and its public,

What is Public Relations?

A library's public image will depend on the services it
provides and the manner in which the services are
performed., The nature of the book stock and other
documentation, the range of records, the quality of the
lectures, exhibits, and concerts, will all contribute
to the public's view of the library, This interaction
between the library and the community 1s public
relations,

One of the aims of public relations is to get people to
know you and to like you, and people who like you are
likely to support you and patronize your services. It
has been said that 'what you do not know you do not
want, and it is one of the major roles of public
relations to make a library and its services more
widely known and thus more widely used,

Dealing with People

It is people who make up the public, in public relations,
In a library, the relationships within the organisation,
between management and library employees, and the
external relationships between the librarians and the
clientele are most important,
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A successful external relationship with the people

who use the library depends on a successful internal
relationship between the people who work in the library,
as a team, ccoperating with each other.

Information, ideas, and instructions have to be
communicated in any library system. Whatever the
medium of communication, the actual transmission of the
message is affected by attitudes, emoctions, and other
psychological factors that are present in any library,

Communications

The Telephone - The first impressions of a library
are often obtained on a telephone, Yet when calling

a library how often have I heard a voice which sounds
weak, limp and reluctant say 'hellow.' It has made

me hesitate to proceed with my enquiry, A client's
impression of a library is gained through the telephone,
as with personal contact. An unsure voice gives such
a poor impression of the guality of staff and services,
Even if a reply is obtained after much delay, there is
a sense of doubt, receiving an answer from an
ineffective source,

Poor telephone techniques seriously damage public
relations. Mishandled enquiries, long waits, and
tlost' telephone calls are quite common in the library
network, and give the feeling that enquiries are not
appreciated,

The library telephone is not for a long drawn chat

with a friend, it is s means of promoting a favourable
view of the library and should be answered promptly

and callers made to feel welcome, A cheery, 'Good
Morning, this is the Colombo Public Library, can I help
you?' goes a long way to make the caller feel assured
of effective attention. A few words before the library
identification are useful to enable the caller to adjust
to any unfamiliar accent, Verbal cues during the
conversation would assure the enguirer that the
librarian is on line and attentive to what is being said,
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Different Attitudes

Attitudes play an important part in interpersonal
communications, Members of the library staff bring
their attitudes to work with them, and these colour
their behaviour and manner, A member of the staff
of a well maintained library sometimes tends to feel
exclusive, The appearance of the library itself
makes it distinct, and the staff who enjoy good
emoluments carry with them a somewhat privileged air,
Their attitudes to clients could be stand-offish,
perhaps cold, condescending and aloof, These
manners are detrimental to the image of any library,
and bring to mind an incident of not so long ago,

A friend who had returned to Sri Lanka after nearly

15 years wanted to enrol as a member in a Colombo
library, She completed the registration form, I

signed as guarantor and she handed it over to the desk
assistant, A frigid air of indifference and apathy was
visible at the desk, no smile or nod of acknowledgement,
My friend walked out telling me that she would not

want to step in there again, "its such an unfriendly
place, perhaps they don't think I am dressed smart
enough and don't want me to come there," she muttered,
Weeks passed by but she received no intimation of her
membership, Curiously, I called to inquire what
problems there were, and was told somewhat casually,
"ah, she can come and borrow books,"

Attitudes predispose people to behave in certain ways,
they could be the result of nonchalance, lethargy,
beliefs, or the code of a society in which we live and
work, but certainly not the best for a library image.

Non-verbal communications play a significant role in
establishing relationships, Facial expressions go a
long way in conveying a person's thoughts and modify

or exaggerate what a person is saying or doing. The
librarian's facial reaction to a reader, or an enguiry,
can convey different kinds of messages to the client.

A shrug of the shoulders or raising of the eyebrows
signal attitudes to the client and convey a librarian's
likes or dislikes,
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'COmmunicating with library clients involves an
interaction of verbal and non-verbal gignals, nods,
grunts, smiles, Any librarian who directly deals
with tke public should be aware of the importance of
personal contact with library users, Library staff
working at the counter should be trained to meet and
greet clients, Some months ago, I stood back and
watched, I hope unnoticed, some of my library pupils
work at the counter, It was the first hour after
opening, and there was a long queue of clients
returning publications, The desk assistant gave no
friendly smile, just stern instructions to the
clients who followed the line, It locked more like
lance corporals filing past the sergeant major for
morning inspection, They were obliged to go through
theése paces, after all this was the only source for
obtaining the reading material they required. The
attitude at the desk reminded me of a cartoon strip
portraying 'Peanuts' who had a bad dream when he
misplaced his library book, He dreamt that the
Library Counter staff put him into jail because he
had lost his book and he refused to go to the Iibrary,
This cartoon strip we should realise tells us
something about the way our public sees us,

Understanding the Client

The client's first contact with the library is at the
counter or circulation desk, and it is here that the
client should be made to feel welcome and encouraged
to use library, A few words at the counter are at
all times helpful, Getting to know the client's
subject interests and tastes in reading are most
important, 1Is the reading for a lecture, a religious
sermon, background information for a market survey,or
is it for leisure reading? It could be so satisfying
to a client to hear the desk assistant say that she
has reserved a book for him by his fawaurite author,
This would certainly make the client like the library
and appreciate the staff,
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An interesting sidelight on the introduction of
computer charging systems that counter staff used to
the Browne system now miss, ig the personal contact
that this system allows, The staff made friendg with
clients and oftemn had a few words about the book
borrowed,

It bas been observed and spoken of at meetings that
some counter staff tend to have conversation among
themselves, when the library is not so busy., They
refer to incidents of what happened at home the
previous evening, clothes, problems of marketing,
cooking, clients listen to these chit-chats and I
have heard them make disparaging critical remarks on
attitudes of library staff, Libraries can well do
without this type of comment,

Again, library staff should avoid becoming signposts,
simply pointing users in the direction of the
catalogue or reference room, The library may be a
familiar place for the librarian, but could be
perplexing to the user, However trivial the query
may be, the staff should handle it gladly, not
condescendingly, It may be a frivolous request to

the library staff but important to the reader and in
no way should the staff pass a value judgment on the
request or on the reader's taste, Perhsps, it is this
patronizing attitude on the part of librarians that
has made readers not want to disclose their exact
request, or cover it in so many ways that the
librarian misses the real gist or crux of the query,
Librarians should bear in mind that in terms of public
relations there is no better fame than a satisfied
client commenting on the services and goodwill of the
library,

Public Image

The picture reflected by libraries and librarians is not

very satigfactory, A significant number of people in the

community are not aware of the nature of library services,

Even men of high academic distinction who have studied

in western universities, often throw a spanner at a

library, and regard the librarian as someone who has no
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work, someone who is withdrawn from people, A famous
Vodka advertisement featured a librarian. The public
at large, it was believed, saw the librarian as a
person constrained to a boring and humdrum existence,
Librarianship is a suitable career for Mr,Quiet,

Internal Public Relations

Parliamentarians, legislators, administrators, and
other staff involved in official decisions are not
fully aware what the library service is about. These
staff should be kept informed, and encouraged to use
the library services, so that they can identify their
perscnal interests with those of the library., A
friend in the Treasury Department can be & great boon,
Public relations techniques are required within, as
well as without in a library organization and sébme of
our local government libraries have used these facets
to great advantage,

People are likely to use and support a service in which
they have confidence, It is necessary that areas of
misunderstanding are eliminated and that management
looks critically at the way in which these services

are provided, Everything the library does, however
small, should be done in the best possible way; and
every person who works for, or represents the library,
should do so in the best way,.

Displays and Exhibitioans

Displays help a library further its contacts with the
community and can be used to bring clients' attention
to various topics and material, Non-~users who have
collected artifacts of local significance or are
skilled in the use of various types of material can
provide a valuable source. of display themes and
material. Library displays need not necessarily be
restricted to library buildings, supermarkets, clinics,
stations, cinema foyers, swimming pools, and places
where people gather attract new clients and are
sultable for library displays,
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How many of our libraries have ever exhibited "The
book of the film," which could be an ideal exhibit
topic? aAgain, how many libraries have made brief
biographies of authors, with portraits, and displayed
these on the fiction shelyves?

With the increasing popularity of country shows,

town fairs, the Gam Udawa and similar activities
there are now many opportunities for public libraries
to exhibit their material, A mobile librarv van at a
Gam Udawa or weekly village fair can form an attrac-
tive exhibit. Recorded music and visual

aids provide that added appeal, At these exhibitions
it is important that staff who can handle enquiries
contidently and effectively be employed, Personality,
intelligence, organizational and linguistic ability,
are all important, and it is essential that those
enquiries that cannot be completed at the time should
be followed up as scon as possible, Floats displaying
the services given by libraries have not been seen at
our parades or rallies; tastefully constructed, they
could popularise library services, However well
presented, a display loses its appeal and impact if
allowed to stand for too lomg, and should be changed
frequently,

Radio and T,V,

Radio Bookshelf has been brosdecast over the SLBC (Sri
Lanka Broadcasting Corporation) but the Broadcasting
Corporation has yet to be convinced that a library
programme as such is good radio, Teenage book talk
programmes or 'Meet the Author' shows intersperced
with music and a quiz programme could popularize the
library and veading,

The Colombo Public Library was given a few minutes over
Rupavahini when publicising the Diamond Jubilee, but
generally T,V, in this country has not given publicity
to libraries,
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It is still too early to give a positive response to
the effects of broadcasting and television on library
publicity. Librarians should watch and listen to
recordings of their broadcasts and evaluate their
impact, They should consider how appropriate these
media are for the audiences, and how successful the
programmes are in achieving their aims, It means
comparing the library's efforts with other productions
available to the listener or viewer, Radio and T.,V,
time are expensive, so library staff should be able to
honestly assess: how important an impact these media
could make, Then library service will be able to
effectively use the two most powerful methods of
communication available today ~ radio and television,
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THE AUTHOR, THE READER AND
THE CONCEPT CF COPYRIGHT

Ariyaratne Senadeera

A brief introduction to the theory and
practice of copyright with special
reference to libraries in Sri Lanka

The reading materials available in libraries are
largely the intellectual creations of authors,
These works of authorship are often consulted, studied
and copied by the readers, researchers and the
librarians in their common endeavour for pursuing
knowledge, paying little or no attention to the
rights of the creators of the materials. If the
intellectual creations are wilfully or uninten=
tionally abused in the process of their use, the
authors could get discouraged in the creative
process, resulting in a low output in creative
works, which would bring adverse effects on the
reader and researcher in their quest for knowledge.
The concept of copyright has, therefore, been
evolved and practised to stimulaté the creation

and public dissemination of works while giving the
~uthors a generous reward for their contribution to
the society.
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Theory of Copyright:

'Copyright® is the term used in English speaklng
countries to characterise the legal recognition of the
right to control or benefit from the communication

of works of authorship. Although copyright cannot be
considered an absolute property right, it can be
classed as a form of property. The difference between
copyright and ordinary forms of property stem from
certaifi unique characteristics of intellectual
property such as literary, artistic or scientific
works for which copyright is applicable. The purpose
of creating literary, artistic and scientific works

is to communicate their contents to the minds of the
reader, user, viewer, admirer, scholar and student.
Once this disclosure takes place the work so
disclosed cannot any longer be possessed or controlled
With current possibilities of unlimited reproduction,
utilising modern printing and photocopying methods on
the one hand and with excellent library facilities
well supported by efficient inter-library loan
networks on the other, it has become extremely
difficult to protect this kind of property by law.

The literature on copyright is crowded by divergent
efforts to explain it as a form of property, monopoly,
statutory reward, natural right and personal right.
Those who argue that copyright is a form of property
no different from lands and houses demand unlimited
perpetual rights in copyright works. According to
them the purpose of the copyright law is to

safeguard the rights of the author against the misuse
of their works by others.

Those who advocated the diametrically opposed theory
that copyright is a monopoly of the authors, believed
that since all monopolies are evil, that authors should
be given as little protection as possible. They
believe that copyright should be no bar to dissemina-
tion of information! It should in fact protect the
rights and privileges of the reader, researcher and
student rather than that of the author.
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There is also the theory that authorship is or should
be an individual creative process which should be set
in motion in the interest of the society and mankind.
Those who espouse this theory believe that, as a means
of stimulating the production of creative works, the
authors should not only be adequately rewarded but
also the important personal element in authorship
should be duly recognised,

All these theories shed light on certain impogrtant
aspects of copyright. It is by taking a detached
view of the sum total of these theories that one
would be able to reach a proper understanding of the
subject.

International Copyright

Returning from speculation to fact, I must give a
brief overview of the international copyright scene,
before we come to discuss copyright matters pertain=-
ing to our country,

Prior to 1880, except for a few countries like
England, France, Demmark, etc,, in Europe and the U.S.
A., many countries did not possess any copyright laws.
During the period 1882-1886, International Literary
and Artistic Association formed in Paris took the lead
in seeking ways to establish an international union

of countries pledged to the protection of the rights
of the authors. Thus in 1886 the Berne Copyright
Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic
Works was forméd. Original Berne Union consisted of
14 countries, The Convention has gone through a series
of partial or complete revisions at Paris in 1896,

at Berlin in 1908, at Rome in 1928, at Brussels in
1948, at Stockholm in 1967 and at Paris again in 1971,
In early 1970"'s the Union consisted of 59 member
count¥ies. Both Great Britain and Sri Lanka have
been members of the Berne Union.

USA has never been a party to the Berne Convention.
With the object of binding Pan~American countries
to the Berne Convention, Unesco took the initiative
for a second International Copyright Convention.
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This second Convention adopted in Geneva in 1952 came
to be known as the Universal Copyright Convention. 1In
early 1970's Universal Copyright Convention had 60
member countries, 40 ¢f whom were already members of
the Berne Union.

The view that the author should be the fundamental
beneficiary of copyright protection has been the
fundamental philosophy underlying the Berne Convention,
Where this view prevails, the law starts from the
premise that the protection should be as wide as
possible and should provide only those exceptions
and limitations in public interest, The copyright
laws of Berne Union Countries, for instance, British
Copyright Acts of 1911 and 1956 and also the Code of
Intellectual Property Act of Sri Lanka 1979, reflect
this approach.

It has also been observed that a slightly different
approach has been adopted by the Universal Copyright
Convention which espouses the philosophy that the law
should give only as much protection as is necessary to
induce authors to create and disseminate their works.
The copyright law of U.S.A. PL 94-553 (Copyright)

1976 seems to be following this approach.

However, there have been no salient points of
disagreement between the two international copyright
conventions, This has made it possible for members of
one convention to seek membership of the other. This
has also made it possible to bring about some unifor-
mity in the copyright laws and practices throught the
world affording almost similar protectich to authors

in their own coyntry as well as in other countri
Copytright Law o Sr1 fals <

History of Copyright in Sri Lanka begins from the
British colonial times. Since the beginning of the
18th century British Parliament enacted copyright
laws from time to time. Of them the British Copy-
right Act of 1911 has a special significance, since
it is the first of its kind to repeal all previous
copyright legislation and codify the copyright law
of Britdifh according to the requirements of the
Berne Convention as revised in 1908. The Act also
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made provision for its application to British
Dominions. Taking advantage of this provision the
British Copyright Act of 1911 was made applicable

to Ceylon by the Ceylon Copyright Ordinance No. 20
of 1912, After 45 years, the British Copyright Act
of 1911 was repealed by the British Copyright Act of
1956, but this change was not applicable to Ceylon
since she had obtained her independence in 1948, Thus
the provisions in the British Copyright Act of 1911
continued to apply to Sri Lanka for over 67 Jears,
i.e. 22 years more than that applied to Britain,
until it was repealed in 1979,

Our new Act, Code of Intellectual Property Act No. 52
of 1979, came into operation in Sri Lanka on Ist
January 1980. A seven-member committee was appointed
by the Hon. Minister of Trade and Shipping to draft
the bill. The World Intellectual Property Organisa-
tion (WIPO) had supported and advised the committee
in the drafting stage. :

Code of Intellectual Property Act of 1979 is
significant as a piece of legislation dealing with:
several related subjects such as copyright, industrial
designs, patents and trade marks. Chapter 2 of the
Act comprising Sections 6-24 deals with copyright.

It is indeed a very slim piece of legislation

compared to the repealed Act of British origin, The
new Act, based on the 197! revision of the Berne
Convention takes into consideration the present day
copyright needs of Sri Lanka.

T now propose to make a brief overview of our new
copyright law of Sri Lanka (1979) laying emphasis
on only those areas of the Act which are significant
to library users and library workers. 1In so doing
I hope to define the scope and nature of the works
protected, the exclusive rights of the authors,
duration of copyright and limitations imposed by
the Act on the rights of the authors in view of
promoting study and research. Of these limitations
I propose to dwell on the doctrine of 'Fair Use'
which has a special significance to the author,
reader and the librarian,
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Scope and nature of the works protected

According to the Act, the authors of original
literary, artistic and scientific works are entitled
to profection of their works, irrespective of the
quality and the purpose for which they have been
created. The Act enumerates 10 different types of
such works. They are:

(1) Books, pamphlets and other writings.

(2)° Lectures, addresses, sermons and other
similar works.

(3) Dramatic works.

(4) Musical works,

(5) Choreographic works and pantomimes.

(67 Cinematographic, radiophonic and audio-
visual works.,

(7) Works of drawing, painting, architecture,
sculputure, engraving etc.

(8) Photographic works. :

(9) Works of applied art.

(10) Illustrations, plans, maps and three
dimentional works, relative to geography,
topography, architecture and science.

Copyright law, therefore, applies to all original
works of authorship irrespective of the fact that they
are ever published or disseminated,the basic
requirements being:

(a) they should be works originally created.

(b) they should be fixed in some tangible
medium of expression from which the work
can be perceived, reproduced or otherwise
communicated either directly or with a
machine or device,

Exclusive reights of author / copyright owner

The Act in the first instance sets forth the exclusive
rights of the author in broad terms. The rights so
recognised can be initially divided into two cate-
gories as moral rights and economic rights.

What are the moral rights of authors? The moral
rights consist of basically two aspects namely:
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(a) author's right to claim authorship of his
work and his right to claim that his
authorship be indicated when his work is
communicated in some tangible form.

(b) Author's right to object to and to seek
relief in connection with any distortion,
mutulation or modification of his work.

Moral rights are possessed exlusively by the author
and are not transferable.

What are the economic rights of authors? They are

the rights through which the author obtains an economic
gain. Subject to certain limitations we shall be
discussing later, the author has the exclusive right

to do or authorise to do any of the following for his
economic gain:

(a) Reproduce his work.

(b) Make a translation, adaptation, arrangement
or other transformation of his work.

(c) Communicate the work to the public by
performance, breocadcasting, television or
any other means.

Economic rights are transferable within the duration of
copyright,

Duration of Copyright

The duration of copyright of a work is limited to the
life time of the author and 50 years after his death.
At the expiration of the duration of copyright, the
copyright protection ceases and the work falls into the
public domain. A work fallen into the public domain
can be reproduced, translated or communicated by any
interested person for his monetary or any other gain.

In the case of works of joint authorship, protection
is afforded during the life time of the last surviving
author and 50 years after his death, In the case of
the works published anonymously or under a pseudonym
the period of protection is limited to 50 years from
the date of publication. In the case of the cinemat-
ographic, radiophonic or audio-visual works protection
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expires 50 years after either making the work or if
it is made available to the public, 50 years after
communicating to the public. Photogravhic works are
protected for a period of 25 years from the year of
making the work,

Limitations to the exclusive rights of the authors

From the point of view of the readers and the users of
copyright materials, sections of the Act dealing with
certain limitations to the rights of the authors are
important. Limitations are recognised and put into
effect to the extent that such limitations are:requr

ired for the legitimate needs of_ the public, taking
¢care that no su%stantlal loss will be incurred by %he

author. 2P |
The Act describ&s four instances where such limitations
are imposed on the rights of the authors. They are:

(1) Permitting certain categories of readers
and certain institutions to enjoy some
of the exclusive rights of the authors
without their permission. In the context
of copyright such use of copyright
materials is termed "Fair Use'. We
shall be discussing the provisions of
"Fair Use' in our Copyright Act some time
later.

(2) Permitting any broadcasting or television
organization to make one or several copies
of an ephemeral recording of a work which
has been authorised for broadcasting or
televising, without the permission of the
author.

(3)(a) Permitting a sound recording of a
musical work in certain circumstances
without the authorisation of the author
after payment of an equitable remunera-
tion fixed by the Secreatry, Ministry
of Cultural Affairs.

(b) Permitting a public broadcasting or
television organisation to broadcast or
televise a work in certain circumstances
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without the author's permission after paying an
equitable remuneration as in the case of the
sound recordings stated above,

(4)When a work has not been published in Sinhala or
Tamil within 10 years from its having been
published for the first time in its original
language, permitting such works to be translated
into Sinhala or Tamil and published without
payment of copyright royalites to the author.

We are aware that the author has the exclusive
right to translate his work into any language
during his life time, After his death the .
copyright owner will enjoy this benefit for
another 50 years. 1In Sri Lanka, considering the
local needs, the author's right to translate into
Sinhala or Tamil has been limited to 10 years.
This is a very special provision in our copyright
law, tiorencourage Sinhala and Tamil translations of
works mot originally published in those languages.

The Act also provides another important 5th limitation
which can be described as one imposed not on the autho:
but on the user of copyright works, This limitation
is regarding a type of material which the Act calls
'Folk Lore'. The Act defines 'Folk Lore' as ‘'literary
and artistic works created in Sri Lanka by various
communities, passed on from one generation to the next,
constituting the basic elements of the traditional
cultural heritage', According to the basic rule
pertaining to duration of copyright (i,e. life of the
author plus 50 years after his death) all materials
falling within the definition of 'Folk Lore' have mo
copyright value, simce they have already fallen into
the public domain. However, the Act provides that the
moral and economic rights of the material defined as
Folk Lore' are protected without limitation in time,
the copyright owner being the Minister of Cultural
Affairs, A well known type of library materia that
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comes within the definition of 'Folk Lore' is Palm
Leaf Manuscripts. Irrespective of the fact that plam
leaf manuscripts are several hundred years old, they
have to be treated as material with copyright still
in force. It has been indicated that one of the
purposes of this provision is to prevent large scale
exploitation of our cultural heritage mostly by
foreigners,

Fair Use
I ST PO TR e

Let us now examine in detail the first limitation on
the exclusive rights of authors, the doctrine of 'Fair
Use'. 'Fair Use' has been a judicially created
limitation on the rights of the copyright owner. It
is difficult to define what consfitutes 'Fair Use'.
British Copyright Acts do not défine it. Nor does the
recent Copyright Act of USA define it, although it
sets forth some basic guide lines for deciding what
should be considered fair. In these circumstances

we need not be surpised that our new act too does not
define this important term,

Generally speaking, it allows the user some of the
exclusive economic rights normally enjoyed by the
author, without his permission. They are recognised
as exceptions to the original rule, on the ground
that such exceptions are reasonable and necessary

in the interest of the public. According to the
Code of Intellectual Property Act 1979 the following
are permissible as 'Fair Use' in Sri Lanka:

(1) Making copies of a published work,
translating a published work, making an
adaptation or any other derivative work
based on a published work exclusive ly
for the users own personal and private use.

(2) Inclusion of quotations of a published work
in another work, subject to mentioning the
source, provided that the extent copied
justifies the purpose.

(3) Utilization of a published work by way of
illustration in publications, broadcasts,
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(4)

(8)

or sound or visual recordings for the purpose
of teaching to the extent justified by the
purpose,

‘In the case of any article published in a

newspaper or periodical on a current economic,

political or religious topic, reproduction of
~such article in the press, unless the said

article when first published, accompanied an
express condition prohibiting such use, This
rule applies to broadcast or televised works
as well,

For the purpose of reporting a current event by
means of photography or cinematography,

Reproduction of works of art on certain
conditions.

Reproduction of literary, artistic or scien-
tific works by sound recording, photographic
or similar process by public libraries, non-
pommereial documentation centres, scientific
institutions and educational establishments.
Only works already made available to the
public can be so copied. Such reproduction and
the number of copies made should be limited

to the needs of their activities, not conflict
with the normal exploitation of the work and
not unreasonably prejudice the legitimate
interests of the author.

Reproducing in the press of any political
speech delivered to the public for the purpose
of current information, the author retaining
the-right to publish a collection of such

works,

Of these eight instances of 'Fair Use' recognised by
the Sri Lanka Copyright Act, I would like to comment
specially on two instances:

(1)

- U > .
Copying for users own personal and private use,
and

(2) Copying for the needs of certain institutioms.
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These two instdiwes are of special significance to
library users and librarisas

Copying by individuals

As was mentioned earlier, according to our Act an
individual is permitted to:

(1), Cory a published work
(2) Translate the same
(3) Make an adaptation of the same

(4} Make an arrangement or other transformation
of the same such as a drama or a film,

exclusively for the users own personal and private

use, There is no limitation as to the number of copies
so made,

If these privileges are compared with what has been
permitted in similar instances of British and American
copyright practice, ome would come to know that only
the privilege of copying a work for private or personal
use is permitted according to Anglo-American copyright
practice., The British Law limits such copying for
research and private study only. American law recognises
purposes such an criticism, comment, news reporting,
teaching or research as reasonable instances for making
use of the facility of 'Fair Use’, but it refers to four
criteria to be considered in determining whether or not
a particular instance of copying is fair. The
statutory criteria are:

(1) The purpose and character of use including
whether such use is of commercial nature.

(2) Nature of the copyright work.

(3) The amount and substantiality of the portion
copied in relation to the complete - work,

(4) The effect of copying upon the potential market
value of the work.
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Based on this criteria, copying is permitted as a
facility of 'Fair Use' in U.S.A., for criticism, new
reporting, teaching, scholarship or research,

Thus it seems that our copyright law is much more
sympathetic than Anglo-American Laws towards the needs
of the user or the reader. It does not set limits as
to the number of copies to be made and as to the extent
to be copied, It does not go into the purpose or
character of use or effect of use on the market ¥alue
of the work, the only requirement necessary, according
to our copyright law, being that the copies so made
should only be for users own private and persSonal use.

To facilitate the readers in Sri Lanka to make the best
use of this facility, it is necessary that self-copying
facilities be provided in our libraries. The readers
making use of such facilities should also be made aware
that they are making uce of a privilege according to
the copyright law of the country, and that it would
amount to violating the law if copies so made are
passed on to others.

Copying by certain institutions

Copyrignt Law in Sri Lanka defines four categories of
institutions namely public libraries, non-commercial
documentation centres, scientific institutions and
educational establishments as eligible to make copies
of copyright works without author's permission. The
Act does not define what 'the public libraries' are.
According to the terminology of information science
they are libraries run by local authorities for
residents of a locality. The term 'public library'
may also mean a library open to the public or to
certain categories of readers who constitute the
public, without any payment. Tf this explanation
is to be accepted, all University, School and Public
Libraries and some Special Lihraries can be construed
to mean public libraries. Even otherwise, since most
of the important libraries in Sri Lanka are attached
to non-profit-making scientific or educational
institutions, I do not think our libraries will have
difficulties in making use of this copying facility.
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However, it should be borne in mind that this facility
for reproduction is available on three conditions:

5

§1) The number of copies made by these institu-
tions should be limited to the needs of

their activities,

(2) Such copying should not conflict with the
normal exploitation of the work so copied,

(3) Such copying should not unreasonably
prejudice the lepitimate interests of the
author,

Our copyright law does not set limits as to the number
of copies and the extent to be copied by the institu-
tions, In one respect, it looks as if the librarian
is placed in a fortunate situation because he is free
to make copies of anything under the sun, so long as
he is satisfied that such copying is for the
legitimate activities of his institution,
Unfortunately, if this privilege is used indiscrimina-
tely, soon the librarian will find himself in difficul-
ties since such indiscriminate copying may lead to
violating conditions 2 and 3 stated above. Notwiths-
tanding his enthusiasm the librarian is thus committ-—
ing an offence under the Act. In this respect it may
be argued that clearly set limitations would have been
easier to follow,

According to both British as well as American copy--
right laws the extent of copying permissible for the
needs of non-profit making libraries and decumentation
centres are defined as follows:
(1) Making one copy of an entire work is
permitted:

(a) 1in the case of unpublished works for
purposes of preservation and security;

(b) in the case of a damaged, stolen or lost
copy if a replacement cannot be
obtained at a fair price;

(¢) in the case of an out~of-print work,if
a copy cannot be obtained at a fair
price,
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(2) Making one copy of an article of a period-
ical or a small part of a copyright work is
permitted: _

)

(a) for use of a library reader, provided
the copy becomes the property of the user
on payment of copying charges amd ‘the
library has no notice that such copy
will be used for any purpose other than
private study, scholarship or regearch,
such copying being limited to works
available in the library's own collec-
tions,

(b) for inter-library loan purposes.

‘From these instances of copying permitted in UK and
USA it appears that due care has been taken to see
that such copying is fair to the institution concerned
as well as to the author, and the possible limits for
copying are clearly demarcated. Since possible limits
for making use of the copying facility is not properly
demarcated in our law, one gets the feeling that our
copyright law takes a lenient view about this privil-
ege. However, not demarcating limits for copying need
not be taken by the institutions as a licence for
indiscriminate use of this facility. Perhans by
agreeing to fall in line with some basic guide lines
similar to those practised in the Anglo=-American
countries, the librarians attached to educatitonal

and scientific institutions in Sri Lanka will be
better equipped to abide by the three conditions
specified in the Sri Lanka Copyright Act.
‘Infringement of Copyrrght

Any person who wilfully infringes any of the rights
protected by the Act shall be guilty of an offence
and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding Rs.20,000/= or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding 6 months or to both. On subsequent
conviction penalty can be doubled,

As much as reprinting and selling copies of a
copyright work without the consent of the author
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amounts to an infringement of copyright, one might
little wonder that making two photocopies of an
article by a reader using a copying machine kept in a
library and passing one copy of it to a friend also
amounts to an infringement of copyright, Such copying
is considered an offence not because the reader has
made two copies, but due to the fact that the second
copy made for his private and personal use has been
passed on to a second person.

Similarly a librarian bent on serving his reader,
making a photo~copy of a book not available in his
collections may be committing an offence under the Act
if the book is available in print. His act of photo-
copying may be construed as conflicting with the
normal exploitation of the work, i.e.sale of copies

of that work in the book trade. His copying may
result in the author's not being able to sell at

least one copy of his work, thereby sustaining a
financial loss.

Regulation of Copyright Procedures

For the convenient regulation of copyright procedures,
the establishment of a copyright office is considered a
pre-requisite. However, our new Copyright Act does
not provide for a Copyright Office although it has
created a Registry of Patents and Trade Marks. In the
absence of a Copyright Office in Sri Lanka, owners of
copyright have no faciliries for registration of
their works. Although such registration is not an
essential requirement for copyright protection, it
facilitates easy regulation of the Act, In Sri Lanka,
the Printers and Publishers Ordinance has been in
operation since 1885, One basic requirement of this
ordinance is that printers submit five copies each of
all their publications to the National Archives
Department for registration. For all practical
purposes such registration at the Archives Department
has been reckoned as Copyright Registration, although
in fact it is legally not so, We have inherited this
practice from Britain, where printers are required to
send copies of their publications to the British
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Museum. However, the British Museum receives these
publications not under a Printers or Publishers
Ordinance as in Sri Lanka, but under their copyright
act of 1911, 1In USA printers are required to sgnd
their publications to the Copyright Office of the
Library of Congress under their current copyright
legislation.

Copyright Nétices

Before I conclude, I wish to draw your attention to
what are called 'Copyright Notices'. Often you may
have seen them on the verso of title pages of books.
They appear in a variety of forms such as 'Copyright',
'Copyright Reserved', or 'Copyright forbidden with-
out consent of author', There is absolutely no magic
behind such notices, In our country whether or not
such a notice appears in a book, authors rights are
protected from the time a literary work is produced
irrespective of its publication,

However, in the field of international copyright there
are two accepted forms of copyright notices,

Brussels revision of the Berne Convention provides for
articles of current economic, political and religious
topics to be reproduced in the Press without the
permission of the authors unless reproduction is
reserved. Perhaps you might have already noticed

that this exception has been provided for in our new
Copyright Act as well, as a limitation on the rights
of the authors. 1In such instances, if the author
wants to indicate that his permission is necessay for
reproducing such a work, the form of notice that
should be displayed on the verso of the title page is
'Copyright Reserved', Absence of this notice means
that the work can be reproduced without hds permission

Universal Copyright Convention has provided for
another Copyright Notice of three elements:

(1) The gymbol of letter C in a circle(:)
(2) The year of the first publication of the work
(3) The name of the copyright owner.
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This three element copyright notice for example will
read as:

(C) 1981 XEROX CORPORATION ot
(C) 1981 by XEROX CORPOPATION

The purpose of this notice is to ensure that the work
has been published with the consent of the author or
copyright owner in the year indicated, Tt is also an
oblipation of the copvrieht owner to deposit a
required number of copies of his work in the copyrieht
office of his country, The requirement of this notice
has been included in the copyright laws of those
countries who are signatéries to the Universal Copy=
right Convention. For example, this is a compulsory
requirement in the USA as it forms a part of the
copyright law of that country, Since Sri Lanka is not
a signatory to the International Convright Convention
this copyright notice is not a leecal requirement in
our country,

'"Copyright reserved' notice on the other hand is
legally valid in our country since the requirement
for giving such notice has been indicated in the
current Copyright Law, and that specific form of
copyright notice has been recognised by the Berne
Convention of which Sri Lanka is a member,

Coneclusicn

»
I have endeavoured to place before you an over-view
of the concept of copyright, and its international and
local significance in the context of the author and
the reader, I have also gone into some salient
features of the current copvright law of Sri Lanka
drawing attention to some limitations of special
significance to library users and library workers,

The law of copyright is, as it would seem today, liable
to become the concern of every reader and every librarian
as much as it has been the concern of every author, If
we, the readers and the librarians are keen to get

the best out of the copyright materials we are handling
day in and day out, without violating the law, we should
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be adequately acquainted with the copyright situation
in our country and contemporary copyright practices in
the other parts of the world.
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MAHAVAMSA
ITS STUDY AND TRANSLATIONS

@

G.P,S.H. de Silva

The most well known historical source or chronicle of
Sri Lanka is the Mahavamsa (Mv), It chronicles the
history of the island from its mythical beginning in
the 6th century B.C. upto the reign of Mahasen in the
4th century A.D. and thereafter the subsequent period
is deontinued in what has been termed the Culavamsa
(cv)}  The 1latter brings the history of the country
upto, the coming of the British, and upto the year

193 in several continuous parts. Thus the My taken
along with the Cv contains the island's history from
the beginnings upto the present era,

An older chronicle of the island covering the same
period of history as the Mv; is the Dipayamsa (Dv) but
the institution which brought out the Dv; does not seem
to have made an attempt to continue it in the same way
as the Mv.had been continued.
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Bimla Churn Law, writing in 1947 said, "It is not
unreasonably claimed that so far as the
Buddhist world is concerned, the Theras of
Geylon stands unrivalled in the field of
chronicles narrating not only the political
history of their island but also the
eccleslastlcal history of their faith, If
the Dlpawansa is the oldest known Pali
chronicle produced in Ceylon the Sasanavansadipa
by Thera Vimalasiri is certainly the latest omne
(1929). TIn between the two we have first of
all general introductions to the Sumangalavila~-
sini and a few other commentaries written by
Buddhagosha, the pioneer Pali commentatof;
and after that the general introduction to
the Samantapasadika, the Mahavamsa by
Mahanama in its two recensions, the Mahabodhi=-
vansa, the Dipavansatthakatha, the Vamsatthappa-
kasini, the Dathavamsa; the Thupawansa, the
Cetiyavansatthakathd’, the Nalatadathuvansa and
the faddhammasangaha all written in Pali, and
above all the Culavamsa representing the
continuation of thegﬁahavamsa through its
later supplements.

0f these chronicles My is the only chronicle which has
a continuation from the time it began to the present
era, having been updated by several authors at certain
periods of time,

The Mv was written by Mahanama thera in the 6th
century A.D. and comprises the present chapters 1 to
37. Its continuation the Cv was written in several
parts: the first part, i.e, chapters 37 to 79, from
Sirimeghavanna to Parakramabahu I, 362 to 1186 A.D.,
is traditiomally attributed to a bhikkhu named
Dhammakitthi, who is credited with its compilations
about the 13th century; the second part comprises
chapters 80 to 90, from Vijayabahu II to
Parakramabahu IV, i.e, from 1186 to 1346 A.D.; the
third part form chapters 90 to 100 i,e. from
Buvanekabahu IV to Kirti Sri Rajasinha, covering

the period 1346 to 1782 and was compiled by
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Tibbotuvave Sri Buddharakshita during the time of
Kirti Sri Rajasinha; part four, i.e, chapter 101,
dating from 1782 to 1815, and covering the two
reigns of Sri Rajadhi Rajasinha and Sri Vikrama
Rajasinha was added by Sumangala and Batuwantudawe in
1877; thereafter in 1935 bhikkhu Yagirala Pannananda
brought it upto 1935, which would be part five; and
now the period 1935~1956 had been compiled by the My
Compilation Board of the Sri Lanka Government and is
to be published in 1985/86: and the same board would
continue it upte the year 1978,

Like most studies in the arts and sciences of today,
the study of history as a discipline, too is a Western
concept. The present norms of its study. how it
should be written, what the contents should be; the
rules of criticism and the yardsticks to judge the
quality of a work, came to be argued, refined and
accepted even in the West only since the last

century.

It is said that "In all ages history has in fact
exhibited the patterns of explanation favoured by its
authors. When men believed in magic, their history
was full of magical causation. When it was the ideal
of explanation to relate everything to the divine
purpose, history was conceived as theodicy or the
tracing of God's plan, When in the second half of
the 19th century the principle of the survival of

the fittest was thought to be the supreme

principle of explanation in all biology, there were
soon historians ready to apply it in their accounts
of the vicissitudes of men and societies.'®

Thus in judging our own historical works or ancient
chronicles we now use the same standards as have
been developed by the historians in the West.

The above statement bears on the present day's
writing and assessment of historical works.
However it does not presuppose that such a
discipline did not exist in the past. Of course
the past has to be viewed from a point of view of
great distances from one another and the consequent
geographical limitations. For instance it is
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‘hardly to be expected that the literary traditions
of the East or that of the West were well known
among the ancient and medieval literati of the island,
Evidence is that, if at all they were inspired by
foreign sources, it would have been from India, and
perhaps Burma, Siam and China, Therefore it may be
arguable that the literary scene, whether in the
discipline of history or of another fleld was
formulated by local needs and traditions, and
perhaps, influenced from time to time by visitors to
the island either from India or China, as evidenced
in the Mv and in other known literary works of the
island.

Among the historical writings of the country the one
and only historical source which shows, continuity in
form and content over a period of centuries is the
Mv. It has documented the history of the country
including the traditions of the visits of the Buddha,
the early migrations epitomised by the arrival of
Vijaya and Panduvasudeva and for each of its parts has
a hero of the period. Thus for the Mv it is
Dutugemunu, and for the Cv it is Parakramabahu I
1153-1186, Parakramabahu II 1236-1271 and Kirti Sri
Rajasinha 1747-~1782. From 1815 to 1947 Sri Lanka was
not an independent nation and so there are no heroes
or heroic kings and from 1947 to 1956, the period is
too recent and the power diffused for the emergence
of such figures,

Thus when looking at the Mv in this broad sweep, what
emerges as significant, is the tradition of keeping
archives by the royal administrations and monastic
institutions, and the writing of history based on such
archives] As pointed out earlier the form of writing
and the contents depended on the school of writing and
the authors. However, in this instance, the authors
do not seem to have had full liberty to write as they
pleased, for Mahanama himself had precedents to go by
and those who came after him, since they were
continuing a tradition apparently kept to the
accepted form and pattern.
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As seen earlier the present day eritical view-points
in looking at historical works and chronicles are
those developed in the West and had gained currency
here only since the 19th century.

Here too, as far as Sri Lanka 1s concerned such norms
became known through the English language and reached
a wider reading public due to the Printing Press.
Historically, the reason for this media was our going
under the British in 1796/1815 during their matritime
expansion for power and wealth and supremacy of the
then known world.

In the Western metropolises, which were the centres
of their empires, time and money was available for
the pursuit of scholarship and oriental learning.
In fact Oriental Studies like anthropology may have
begun as a study perhaps of peculiar, unfamiliar
things for their per se interest, and not because
such pursuits would have given a greater meaning to
their lives.

But there was also another aspect to such studies, as
they would also help the administrator to have &
clearer understanding of the people and thereby
provide the ruler with data to formulate better
strategies to keep the subject nation: adequately
provided and better locked after and even prosperous
and happy, but as subjects. Thus we see that the
latter was the primary motive even for the emergence
of the Mv in its first English version, although
during a 150 year period we were also indirect
beneficiaries of such attitudes and labour, i,e. if
looking at the chronicles from a Western critical
point of view, has some meaning for the reader.

As pointed out earlier we are not aware what
yardsticks had been used by the Sinhalese to judge
their historical works - although from the Mv itself
it is evident that such yardsticks did exist® - and
also whether they studied, if we use modern
terminology, the pre~Anuradhapura, early-Anuradhapura,
late-Anuradhapura, Polonnaruva, Dambadeniya and
other periods of history, during the formal
education of a student. Thus, for all practical
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purposes, the Mv which has come down to us, is the
conscious maintainance of a tradition or the
chronicling of the history of the igland, in a form
and pattern, in which it had come to be kept at the
beginning. Accordingly whatever the form and content
may be, a conscious attempt at maintaining such a
tradition for a period of more than 2000 years is
believed to be unique to this island,

This unique tradition which was meant purely for local
consumption, gained international currency, only with
the rise of oriental scholarship in the West and the
entry of the British to Sri Lanka. For the first time
after it came to be written nearly a 1500 years earlier,
the Western scholar looked at it from their point of
critical examination and at first came to erroneous
conclusions, as was inevitable, when it came to be
studied for the first time by foreigners, who were
unaware of the historical traditions of the island.

The history, of rendering the Mv into Western langua-
ges commenced with its éditing and publication of it
by Edward Upham in 1833. Although a French
translation had been completed in 1826 it never came
to be published. Therefore Upham's edition becomes
the first published edition in a Western language.
This latter edition which was published in London
had its beginning in the interests shown by Sir
Alexander Johnston,! in the language and literature
of the Sinhalese.

In giving the reasons for commencing the work,
A,Johnston said "I felt it to be my duty to submit it,
as my official opinion, to his Majesty's Government
that it was absolutely necessary, in order to

secure for the natives of Ceylon a popular and a
really efficient administration of Justice, to
compile, for their seperate use, a special code of
Laws, which at the same time, that it was founded
upon the universally admitted, and therefore
universally applicable abstract principle of Justice,
should be scrupulously adopted to the local
circumstances of the country, and to the peculiar
religion, manners, usages, and feelings of the

208

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

people,"fand this plea had been enthusiastically
supported by the Government, Therefore,Johnston
"called upon the most learned and the most celebrated
of the priests of the Buddha"? to corporate and
procure authentic information on 'religion, usages,
manners and feelings of the people who professed the
Buddhist religion on the island of Ceylon,"

On this request '"The priests presented to me the
copies of Mahawanse, Rajawali, Rajaratnacari as
containing, according to the judgement of the best
informed of the Buddhist Priest on Ceylon the most
genuine account which is extant of the origin of the
Budhu religion, of its doctrines, of its introduction
into Ceylon, and of the effects, moral and political
which the doctrines had from time to time produced
upon the conduct of the native Government, and upon
the manners aq? usages of the native inhabitants of
the country."'' And, so for the first time the Mv
came to be compared, compiled and translated into
Sinhala and English.

No sooner than this translation appeared, the
translation itself and some of the interpretations
and inferences drawn were subjected to a severe
criticism by Turnour® who himself published another
English translation giving the Pali version in the
Roman script, for authurity, and also to "invite
attention of oriental scholars to the historical data
contained in the Pali Buddhistical records as
exhibited in the Mahawansa.'

Turnour was unmerciful in his criticism of Upham's
edition'® and said that it was undertaken by people
incompetent to perform the task and said "instead
of procuring an authentic copy formed a compilation
of their own" and said that the "original was
reduced to a mutilated abridgement." He also stated
that the "official translators were incompetent or
they did not know sufficient Sinhalese and were
Christian" and elaborating on this said "Their
education, as regards the acquisition of the native
language, was formerly seldom persevered in beyond
the attainment of a grammatical knowledge of
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Sinhalese: the ancient history of their country and
the mysteries of the religion of their ancestors,
rarely engaged their serious attention,” Turnour
translated only the Mv and later L.C,Wijesinghe
translated the Cv and published it along with
corrections to Turnour's translation of the Mv.

Since the study of Sinhala literature including the
chronicles was receiving a limited but consistent
attention during the first 100 years of British rule
it was felt that a better translation and a revision
of Turnour would be welcome.

In persuing this idea Rhys Davids a well-known
oriental scholar in the West was invited by the
Government to be the Editor for Europe of this work
and in his words:

"Early in 1908 the Government of Ceylon were contemp-
lating a new and revised edition of Turnour's
translation of the Mahavamsa, published in 1837 and
reprinted in L.C.Wijesingha's Mahavamsa published in
1889, and were in correspondence on the subejct with
the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatiec Society. The
Society appointed a numerous and influential
Committee, and recommended myself as Editor for
BEurope:'s dams

T" reported to Government accordingly, and recommended
that Prof. Geiger, who had just completed his edition
of the text, should be asked to undertake the task.'5
With this arrangement appeared what is now known as
Geiger's translation of the Mv and since 1912,
reprints have appeared in 1934, 1950 and 1964,

Apart from many learned articles = the term
'learned' depends on the knowledge available at the
time of writing and also in the general wview points
taken by the authors - on the Mv, which have appeared
from time to time since 1826, as far as the transla-
tions are concerned, some very important local
contributions have been made by Polvatte Buddhadatta
thera in his corrections to Geiger's translation

of the Mv and Cv,
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Since the first translation of the My into Sinhala
for the Upham edition, the other Sinhala translations
that have appeared are by Sumangala-Batuvantudgve
(1883), Abayaratna (1922) and a paraphrased
translation by Gunapala Weerasekara in 1955 and 1960,
the latter editions also bringing the historv of the
island upto the time of their publishing, It is
significant to note that, since Mahanama translated
the Sinhala chronicle or Atthakatha into Pali, to be
known as the Mv, there has been no other chronicle

in the nature of the Mv, in Sinhala. Rajavaliya and
Rajaratnakaraya were later compilations in Sinhala,
but they were not done in the same unique tradition
as the Mv, where the history of the nation, from

time to time, were compiled from sources, maintaining
accepted form and pattern, Further, even among
temple Ms. collections of today, although religious
Mss, and works like the Jataka stories are in plenty,
copies of the Mv, either in Pali or Sinhala, are not
found frequently.

On the basis of the foregoing it may be reasonable to
conclude that the Mv, as a historical work, would
have gained currency among the literati of the land
only after the English and Sinhala translations
appeared in print or after its study was commenced
during the early British period.1 Further, in
retrospect, it would also be seen that as much as
the Pali copies would have been confined to the
literati of yore, the English copies too would have
been available only to those few who would haye
known the language. Thus the appearance of the
Sumangala - Batuwantudave editions of 1877 and 1883
would have been due to a need of the time, spurred
by the spirit of inquiry and perhaps also due to
the effects of the ravages of colonialism and the
consequent nascent nationalism.

A list of My publications and some significant
writings on it are given here below. Most of the
references given therein are from the Bibliography
of Ceylon by H.A.I,Goonetileke, Volumes T to V, and
the readers are referred to those volumes for full
bibliographical and other details pertaining to the
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editions and articles mentioned in the list. The
references given in the first column of the list are
to the volume number and the item number in the
bibliography. The entries containing only the yolume
number, were very kindly supplied to me by Mr.Goone—
tileke from his working cards for volume six, and
hence readers would have to await its publication

for fuller bibliographical details.

It would be seen from the list that the entries have
been arranged chronologically, giving author, title
and publisher. From the list it would be seen that a
number of foreign scholars had been interested in the
Mv and there had been translations into Sinhala,
French, English, German and Italian. Of all these
translations, the most popular and what is considered
most scholarly, in English, is that of Geiger, which
has seen many reprints since its first publication in
1912, The most sought for Sinhala translation is
that of Sumangala~Batuwantudave,

In conclusion it 1s also noted that since the
Sumangala~Batuwantudave translation appeared in

1883 there have been only one other translation into
Sinhala, namely that of Abayaratme in 1922, and a
Sinhala publication by Weerasekera in 1955 and 1960.
And finally, it is interesting and heartening to note
that almost a century and a half after the Mv came to
be first translated into a Western language, now, an
Ttalian translation has appeared in 1983, Perhaps,
as at the beginning of the 19th ceantury, when the
momentum for the study of historical chronicles seem
to have been given by the Britishers, it may be that
once again, the cue may be picked up from the Italian
translation for a new impetus on historical studies
in the island.
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A CHRONOLOGTCAL LIST OF PUBLICATIONS QOF
AND ON THE MAHAWAMSA

Abbreviations used in the list; Bb=Bibliography;
Au= author; Tr= Translation; E= English; G=German;
S8=Sinhala; P=Pali; Ms & Mss= Manuscript(s);
Cbo=Colombo; JRAS(CB)=Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Society (Ceylon Branch); CLR=Ceylon Literary *
Register; SZ=Spolia Zeylanica; CNR=Ceylon National
Review; YL=Young Lanka; PTS=Pali Text Society;
CALR=Ceylon Antiquary and Literary Register:
IHQ=Indian Historical Quarterly,

QIMS=Quarterly Journal of the Mythic Society,
Bengal; ABORI=Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental
Institute (Poona); I.Cul=Indian Culture;
UCR=University of Ceylon Review; Rep=Reprint,

NB: Full translations/paraphrases of the Mv,
including that of the Tika are shown with an
asterisk placed before the date.
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In the Cv itself, at all chapter endings, it
calls itself the Mw,

. The continuation in Pali stanzas, keeping to

>

1,
14,
15,
16.

214

ancient form, is available only upto 1935,

Pali Chronicles of Ceylom, B.C,Law, 1947, p.l
Enéyclopaedia Brittannica, (1968), Vol. 20, p.22
Ancient Ceylon, Vol I, : @v. pt. YL/316

. My, Chap. I/vs. 2-3

Chief Justice of Ceylon, 1806-1819
Introduction to Upham's edition, 1833
ibid

ibid

ibid

. Hon.George Turnour, 1799~1843; was appointed to th

Civil Service in 18%73;learnt Pali & Sinhala to
translate the Mv.

Introduction to Turmout's 'Mv,
ibid
Preface to Geiger's tramslation (1912)

It is said that the Sinhala translation for the
Upham edition was done by compairing many Mss that
were available., But it does not say where they
were found or how many were compared. Turnour
refers to a Burmese version brought in 1812 by
George Nadoris Modliar, a former priest, and

then the Chief of the Cinnamon department, and
says that it is more accurate than the available
Sinhala copies. He also refers to the Tika at
Mulkirigala, Sumangala-Batuwantudave refers to 11
copies found at Seven korales, Ridi Viharaya,
Senkadagalapura, Girivaya Mulgiriya, Matara,
Galle, Bentota, Panadura and Salpiti koralaya:
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special attention is drawn to the copies at Ridi
viharaya, Ampitiya and Kolonnawa viharava. Geiger
had consulted at the India Office Library in London
2 copies in Burmese, characters and 3 in Sinhala
characters;at Cambridge. University 2 ia Siahala
characters,at the Royal Library at Copenhagen 2 in
Sinhala characters,at the Colombo Museum one in
Cambodian characters and at the National Library in
Paris, a collation by Prof. Hardy.

td
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GARLAND OF GEMS:

A LEXICON IN SINHALA VERSE

J.B,Dissanayaka

Words ~ their origins and meanings - have always
fascinated the Sinhala scholar, The large volume
of exegetical literature in Sinhala, including
atuva, commentaries, g ta pada, glossarial
commentaries, sanna, paraphrases and pita pot,
commemtaries annexed to the main text, exhibits
his interest in lexicography, the study of words,

Lexicons in early Sinhala literature have borne
the general title nighantu and in more recent
times the title kdsha. Most of the nighantu
were designed on the model of Amarakdsha in
Sanskrit and Abhidh@nappadipika in Pali.

Among the Sinhala lexicons are some that have

been composed in verse. The earliest of these

wotks, Piyum Mala, Garland of Lotus Flowers, can

be dated, according to Godakumbure, “anywhere

between the last years of the twelfth century

and the beginning of the fifteenth century" (Sinhalese
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Literature, p,322)

One of the most outstanding works of this genre is
Ruvan #gla, Garland of Gems, composed by one of most
illustrious kings of the Kotte Kingdom in the
fifteenth century, Sri Parakrama Bahu VI, The aim
of this note is to outline in brief the scope and
nature of this lexicon in verse,

0f the recent editions of Ruvan Mala, two are *of
special significance: firstly, that of Batuvantudave,
in 1892, and secondly, that of D,P. De Alwis
Wijayasekara, in 1914, De Alwis Wijayasekara, in

his preface to the translation of this treatise refers
to it as Ruvan Mal Nighantuva or Namaratna Milava.

The author himself calls his work Siyabas Nam Ruvan
Mal, Garland of Gems of Sinhala Names:

viyata pz rakumba

Siri safigabd nara pavara
giyabas nam ruvan mal

paeh® yumvan kelé mé (v.750)

The great learned king
S$ri Sangabddhi Pardkrama Bahu
compiled this Garland of Gems of Sinhala Names.

The main objective of compiling lexicons of this
nature was to help the Sinhala versifier to find
synonyms and homonyms that would fit the metre and
poetic diction. They were compiled in verse because
versification enabied the poets to commit these to
memory with ease,

This treatise contains seven hundred and forty three
verses in gi metre, dealing with words and their
meanings, These are arranged into seveteen classes,
vaga, in terms of semantic fields and grammatical
Ffunctions. The first fourteen classes of words deal
with synonyms and the rest with homonyms.

0f the fourteen classes dealing with synonyms all

but two are arranged in terms of semantic fields.

The first calss, which is also the largest, is titled
saga vaga, of Heaven. It enumerates, for example,
words and their synonyms, dealing with the sky and
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planets, gods and godlings, day and night, nature and
senses, Cupid or Ananga, for instance, has been

denotec¢ by more than thirty synonyms, and the treatise
devotes three complete verses to list all these names,

Its first verse runs thus:
Kam, samara, anafiga

tunuhiru, madana, pashi
tuauyon, mindada

mada, viyvovaga, malafica, manayon (v,21)

The other semantic fields relate to rasatala, (Of
beneath the Earth), bim (Of Earth), pura (Of town)
sel (Of rocks) vana osu (Flora) si & (Of lions etcy)
nara (Of men) bampa (Of Brahmins) kat (Of kings)
ver—(0f merchants) sudu (Of those of the fourth caste)

The last two classes of synonyms deal with vesesanu,
attributes or adjectives and sakinu, miscelTaneous
words including verbal nouns.

The next section of the treatise deals with homonyms
and is titled manarut vaga, words with several meanings
It is sub-divided into three smaller classes, the
first of which deals with nouns signifying several
meanings and the other two with indeclinable words or
particles,

The section on Nouns denoting several meanings is
again subdivided into eleven gmaller groups, on the
basis of the number of meanings a word contains,
beginning with words that signify two meanings and
terminating with words that signify twelve or more
meanings,

The word'kolambal for example, is listed among those
that signify four meanings, for it contains the
following four meanings:

kolamba sada gas véses

naev tota asun kaendavat (v.634)

The word Kolamba means a kind of tree .(kolom)

a harbour, a seat and an invitation,

The word ‘hari', on the other extreme, contains
fourteen different meanings, thus:
224
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hari hem sak venuhu

si r® s gandaba vama sap
d@duru kivi basuru

gsisi vd suvanvan ve (v,717)

The word hari means gold, the Chief of Gods and
Vishnu Lion, rays, musicians, the south oF King
of the Hell, and Snake

Frog, the monkey, the Sun, »
The moon, air or wind, and the colour of gold.

Many other lexicons in verse appeared after Ruvan
Mala but none of them was as exhaustive as the Garland
of Tems, knitted together by a scholar of the royal
house.
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KANDY DISTRICT RURAL LIBRARY AND
DOCUMENTATION SERVICES PILOT PROJECT

K.L.Panditaratne

ORIGIN OF THE PROJECT

The Kandy District Rural Library and Documentation
Services Pilot Project was launched by the Ceylon
National Library Services Board in the year 1972
with the sponsorship of the UNESCO, This project
was the outcome of the meeting of experts on the
National Planning of Library Services in Asia, held
in Colombe in December 1967. The main objectives
of this meeting were:

(1) To study the present situation of library
and documentation services in the Asian
Region in relation to their role in
Educational Social and Economic Development;

(2) To establish a framework of principles for
planning library and documentation
services;
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(3) To study the possibility of the application
of these principles in Asian gountries,both
individually and collectively, 5

The principles of planning adopted at this meeting
were to be implemented by the Government of Sri Lanka
and its results were to be made available to other
Asian Countries desirous of improving their own
library and documentation services. .

The Ceylon National Library Services Board, the UNESCO,
the Department of Education and the Department of
Local Government collaborated in launching this pilot
project in the Kandy District. This project was
planned and implemented primarily for the benefit of
the rural folk living in the very remote areas of the
Kandy District, One reason why the Kandy District

was selected as the best suited for the implementation
of this project was it's rural setting which formed
the background in which the project was sited. As the
rural areas of this District were lacking in well
planned library services both in the public library and
school library sectors, it was considered most
appropriate that this project should be sited in the
Kandy District.

OBJECTIVES
The main objectives of this project can be summarised
as follows:~

(1) The organisation and development of public
libraries and school libraries, with special
emphasis on the acquisition, organisation
and dissemination of knowledge;

(2) The creation and the promotion of the reading
habit among the people;

(3) The setting up of readers' clubs and the
inauguration of the book box services;

(4) The improvement of readers' knowledge to
supplement class room work in the case of
students, (S8choonl Libraries) and to keep
informed of current affairs in the ecase of
elders (Public Libraries):
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(5) To supply such information as would be
necessary for the progressive development of
the country in keeping with the "Five Year

YBlan! of Sri Lanka:

(6) To provide in=service training courses in
library science to those employed in
libraries, with special reference to public
librarians and school librarians, and
Jfinally;

(7) Keeping in mind the above objectives to
examine on what lines the library services
of Sri Lanka should be organised, developed
and extended.

THE PLAN OF ACTTON

For the purpose of implementing this project the
proposed plan of action was divided into three parts,
as short-term, medium=term and long-term. Siting

and planning of library buildings in keeping with
approved plans and their construction, the procure-~
ment of standard library furniture, and the placement
of librarians came under the short-term plan,
Streamlining the technical services of the public and
the school libraries that were involved in the Pilot
Project, to conform at least to minimum library
standards was taken up under the medium=-term plan.
The technical processes adopted by these libraries
conformed to the same patterns. The most important
stage in the implementation of the Pilot Project was
the long-term plan under which the acquisition,
organization and dissemination of knowledge were
taken up.

Having thus organised the public and the school
libraries the next stage was to implement the rest
of the objectives stated above, not the least impor-
tant of which was the creation and the promotion of
the reading habit among the people.

The creation and promotion of the reading habit led
to the setting up of readers' clubs and the inaugura-
tion of the book box service by means of which the
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rural folk livine in the remotest areas of the Kandy
District were able to get reading material. By means
of book boxes, collections of books varying from 40,
too 15 were dispatched feodm the publip librariés and
the schoal libraries =s the case may be to either the
Go nm1n1*‘ Centres or the feeder schools where the
readerz' olubs had been set up. At regular intervals
these heok bnxes were exchanged thus providing the
teaders with a variety of reading material. eBoth
ficriom and non fiction reading material were
supplied to the memhers of these readers' clubs,
Those who desired to enrnll themselves as members of
these readerzs' clubg required to pay a nominal
membership Tee of Rg.l! per member .

The nmecessicy to improve the readers' knowledge, to
supplv infarmarion pecessary for the progressive
development of the country, and the provision of
short rerm in-seérvice training courses for public

and school librarians were all considered very
necessary and inevitable steps in the implementation
of the Pilot Project. Once these public and school
libraries had completed their processes of reeorgani-
zation and development, with the assistance of the
technical advise and guldance given to them by the
Ceylon National Library Services Board, each library
received a set of books to the value of Rg,2,500/-
and a set of library equipment as gifts, from the
Ceylon National Library Services Board and the UNESCO.

RESOURCES

The capital required for the successful implementation
ot this project was met by the Ceylon National Library
Services Board, the UNESCO, the Kandyan Peasantry
Commission, the Department of Local Covernment and
the Department of Education. While the capital
investments of the Ceylon National Library Services
Board and of the Unesco were utilised towards the
supply of reading material, and library equipment,
the Kandyan Pezsantry Commission spent a large sum of
money towards the construction of a large number of
library buildings in this District. In addition the
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Departments of Local Govermment and Education, the
Local Authorities, and the Parent-Teachers'
Associations of the schools too invested considerable
sums of money towards the construction of library
buildings and the supply of the necessary items of
tibrary furniture.

PERTOD AND TARGETS

This Pilot Project was implemented during the period
May - December 1972, and a total of 45 public and
school libraries were selected for re-organization
and development. Of these, twenty five libraries
were re-organised and developed up to a minimum
standard of requirement during the period under
review. In the matter of selecting the public and
the school libraries to be developed under the Pilot
Project, careful consideration was paid to see that
those libraries most worthy of development were
selected. Twenty one public libraries and twenty
four school libraries were selected. In selecting
these libraries at least one public library and one
school library from each ‘of the electorates in the
Kandy District were taken up for development.

It was targeted to complete the re-organization of
at least 25 libraries before the period under
consideration came to an end, which target was
achieved. The balance 20 libraries were re~organised
by the end of April 1973, so that during the twelve
month period from May 1972 to April 1973 a total of
45 public and school libraries had been fully
re~organised and completed to conform at least to
minimum library standards, All these libraries had
satisfied the fellowing basic requirements by the
time the Project commenced its work. They were:

(1) The availability of a permanent library
building with a floor area of at least
800 square feet;

(2) The availability of the services of a full
time librarian with considerable
experience and training in library work;and
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(3) The availability of a standard set of
|ibrary furniture,

A projected increase by at least 507 of the existing
book stock was envisaged while the target was to
increase the registered membership by 1007Z. The
provision of lending, reference, reading, childrens,
and book box services in each of these 45 library units
that were included in the Pilot Project became a
vealiny. .

EVALUATTON OF THE PROJECT

E M R P R e U S

This project has helped the rural folk living in the
Kandy District to satisty their quest for knowledge at
least to a considerable extent, The livelihood of
these people being mainly agricultural and the socurces
of income being limited, the rural community as a whole
does not have the good fortune to acquire knowledge
through the medium of books, because their limited
income has to be spent on essential commodities.
Therefore the purchase of books for general reading as
such has been unknown to the ordinary villagers. But
a glimpse into the educational attainments of these
people clearly indicate that the great majority of
them are literate. Their thirst for knowledge had
thus been intensified by the fact that the majority of
the rural folk while being literate, do not have the
good fortune to acquire books due to reasons of
economic instability. It is therefore against this
background that one has to evaluate the achievements
of this Pilot Project which has afforded the rural
folk the chance of getting at least a fraction of the
reading material they need which was hitherto not
available to them. In this connection special mention
must be made of the book box service which has rendere
a very valuable service in getting books across to the
villagers living in very remote areas of the Kandyan
villages. The greatest impact of this project however
will be felt by the students, the agriculturists and
the professionals living in these rural areas. The
students who.have been badly handicapped by the lack
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of essential reading material in their homes to
pursue their studies, will now be able to get their
essential reading material from the local public and
school Iibraries. The agriculturists on the other
hand will now be in a better position to carry on
their agricultural pursuits on more economical and
modern lines with the help of relevant and upto date
information pertaining to their work available in
these libraries,

The professionals too will find a haven in these
libraries where they would find such informatiom that
would help them to further improve their knowledge,
Thus through the medium of the 45 public and school
libraries that were developed under the Pilot Project
the Economic, Social and Educational upliftment of
the rural masses has been assured.

FOLLOW UP SURVEY

By the end of 1974, 4000 copies of a questionnaire were
distributed among the registered readers, and casual
visitors to these libraries, to the members of the
readers' clubs, to the students and the villagers.

The replies to these questionnaires throw very importar
light on the results of the Project. It is evident
that the results of this project have been far
reaching and many, not the least important of them
being the fact that there has been an awareness of the
usefulness of well-planned libraries in rural communi-
ties, The part that a net-work of well-planned librar:
can play in the upliftment, of the economic, social and
educational life of the rural communities has been
realised,

Statistical data, pertaining to circulation of books,
growth in registered membership and increase in book
stock definitely point to the fact this project has
enabled the library services of these 45 libraries to
come up a long way in their progressive development.
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FOLLOW UP ACTION

The authorities of the school and publie libraries
re—organised under the Pilot Project are faced *with
the problem of not having adequate funds to purchase
sufficient books to meet the ever increasing demands
and requirements of the increasing registered borrow-
ers of these libraries. This factor has also been
brought to our notice by those who responded tp the
questionnaire referred toc above. Therefore as a
remedial step the Ceylon National Library Services
Board has taken steps to exchange sets of books
varying from 50 to 100 at regular intervals of three
months to these libraries on a Circulating Boock Loan
Service. This step has helped in a great measure to
ease the problem, while inturn increasing the circula=-
tion of books itself in these libraries, These books
are supplied to the respective libraries secured in
padlocked book boxes which are transported to the
libraries at the expense of the Ceylon National
Library Services Board.

In order that the libraries re-organised and developed,
maintain the same levels of efficiency, continuous
supervision of these libraries is carried out by the
officers of the Ceylon National Library Services Board,

These inspections also enable the public and the school
librarians working in these libraries to seek the
technical guidance and advise of these officers when
ever necessary, and to overcomes any technical problems
they are faced with,

Finally, based on the experience gained by this Pilot
Project, the Ceylon National Library Services Board hat
been re-organising, developing and assisting with stock.
of books a number of selected rural public and school
libraries in all the districts in Sri Lanka during the
past years, This programme would be continued in the
forth coming years as well, so that in the near future
Sri Lanka would have a net-work of well planned public
and school libraries in the rural areas, which would be
for the immense benefit of the rural folk,
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PROSPECTIVE LIBRARIANSHIP

N. Amarasinghe

1985 is a memorable year for Sri Lankan Libraries.

The Colombo Public Library is celebrating 60 years of
reader service to the city of Colombo; the Sri Lanka
Library Association is commemorating 25 years of
professionalism in local librarianship, the National
Library Services Board is hosting the 3rd Interna-
tional Conference of Directors of National Libraries
of Resource Sharing in Asia and Oceania in November
1985. Possibly in early 1986 the new building for

the National Library will be opened to the public,
These are indeed landmarks in the short history of
library services in Sri Lanka. Outside the shores

of Sri Lanka, even more important events have taken
place during the year having far reaching implications
for librarians and library authorities. Therefore, it
is also a time to ponder. The more important of these
international events and the impact that they will
have on librarianship in this country are the subject
of this essay. Reference is made ro (a) the South
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Asian bibliographic conference held in Lomndon in
April, (b) the Conference of Directors of National
Libraries in Washington in August, {(c) the 51st ®
IFLA Conference in Chicage in August, (d) the
Universal Avallablllfy of Publications meeting in
New Delhi in October and (e) the 52nd IFLA Conference
in Tokyo in 1986.

National Collections ¢

In April, 1985, the British Library in collaboration
with the School of Oriental and African Studies of
the University of London, South Asia Centre of the
Cambridge University, and the Indian Institute,
Bodleian Library Oxford convened a meeting of the
South Asian bibliographers, librarians, archivists
and scholars for a colloquium on South Asian bibliog-
raphy. The purpose of this meeting, perhaps the
first of its kind having great relevance to our own
libraries, were to learn the strength and weaknesses
of South Asian bibliographic materials and collections
in the United Kingdom, and other countries of Europe,
United States, Canada, Asia and other countries.
Librarians trom every part of the globe representing
virtually all types of libraries having interests in
South Asian studies attended the meeting to review
and evaluate what they have been doing over the last
several decades and in some cases over the century

in collecting, organising and preservation of Socuth
Asian library materials. An important result of this
meeting was that in a matter of few days they came to
know where collections are available, the nature of
these collections, what subject areas are covered

and what not, what problems are confronted in the
acquisition of relevant materials and what action is
necessary for the preservation of these collections
for future use. Another, a remarkable one at that,

is the spontanecus emergence, as it were, of an in-
ternational South Asian Library group, 1nformal yet
well bonded to remain so for mutual benefit for a
long time to come.

259

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

Frow the Sri Lankan point of view this colloguium
opened the doors of a vast reservoir of bibliographic
sources, most of which were almest unknown previously,

The fact that foreign libraries have coliected and
preserved our literature should be an inspiration to
our own librarians to rejuvenate their efforts in

the collection and preservation of their own national
literature. Under normal conditions theoretically

at least no foreign collections should excel a local
collection so far as national literature is concerned,
It should be a humiliation for a natioms librarians
if they were unable to provide a reader with a book
he wanted to read. OF course, Librarians holding
such responsibilities ought to be delegated necesgsary
power and respousibility and financial support to
persue vigourously these objectives. This is a
responsibility devolving upon the library authorities,
Much work remains to be done in building up compreh-
ensive collections of national literature. There is
reason to surmise many violators of law of cultural
properties carry on their notorious work unapprehended
for how else can we account for the diminishing of
private collections which never reach our libraries?
It is also no secret that when books are offered for
sale to our libraries few are successful in pur—
chasing them. On the other hand vendors appear to

be more confident of the foreign market so much so
we have met vendors who quote their prices in US §.
Methods of valuation of books, lack of a recognised
policy in the acquisition of naticnal literature,

the inadequacy of law relating to library development
are some of the factors retarding effective collec-
tion development. These are matters which merit

the serious attention of librarians and library
-authorities. Some Librarians fancy collecting old
books for their antiquarian value, first editions,
rare bindings, rare imprints, for example, Books

do have a cultural value as works of art, as
antiquities etc. and collection of rare beooks in
libraries is necessary. But this is not the same
thing as collection of retrospective literature for
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building up one's national collection. Retrospective
material should be collected in libraries primarily
for purposes of information and not solely as cul-
tural objects. That books have a cultural value'is
incidental in the information perspective. Advisory
committees on book selection are often so obsessed
with only the cultural value of books many valuable
items of retrospective materials get condemned as
'useless'y If book selectrion committees concentrated
on rare books only our libraries will be the poorer
for it

Books never become 'useless' nor out-of-date 'use-
less', 'out-of-date' are relative terms reflecting
only attitudes of a few of those who use them or
those who never use them. It is mot an empirical
truth. Records are records of thoughts, activities
depicting facets of life of the times they were
created, This intrinsie value of records is un-
iversally receognised in libraries and material once
categorised and weeded out as 'useless' and 'out-of-
date' are now preserved in national repositories.
Great national libraries have no prejudices on type,
tform, material, age, country of origin, writer or
any other criterian in the collection and preserva-
tion of human records. Natiopal Library of Congress,
for example, has collections of birthday cards,
Christmas cards, posters, pamphlets, recorded voice
of animals, birds and human beings, the latter -
what we call oral history of folklore - if often
richer than written literature in certain areas of
knowledge.

We tend to ignore many of these as useful library
resources. Yet nothing that contain information
can be ignored for they lend themselves to the
process of creating new knowledge, Coverage of
current materials for a national collection is an
equally important aspect of a national acquisition
programme which should be carefully examined. The
bulk of current literature published outside the
shores of S8ri Lanka is purchased by University
libraries, but as a policy the University libraries
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concentrate mainly on the text books for students

and books and periodicals for teachers in the dis-
ciplines taught in Universities many useful literature
escape our attention, Many modern disciplines are
not covered in our University courses and/or resgearch
programmes and the need to obtain literature on these
areas of knowledge has not been considered. There

is no public knowledge on the acquisition policies of
the great majority of the libraries in the island;
public, university, special. A seminar on acquisition
policies and practices of various libraries will be

a desideratum for a study of the strength and weak-
nesses of our national acquisition of literature, In
fact this would be an area where the Nationa] Library
Services Board should take the initiative., The need
for major libraries, archives, museums, learned so-
cieties and institutions to be brought together for

a discussion on the resources available in the cou-
ntry, the material that should be acquired for
current and future use, the sharing of responsibil~
ities on these matters remains to be done by the
National Library authority. A colloguium on the
model of the British Library referred to earlier in
this essay would be a step in the correct direction,
Bibliography

In 1981, IFLA International Office for UBC in their
publication Commonwealth Retrospective National
Bibliographies: An annotated Diréctory highlighted
that there is no satisfactory documentation of early
South: Asian imprints in Indian, Bangladesh and Sri
Lankan National Bibliographies. The present writer
recalls a decision taken in early 1962 when the
national bibliographic offices were esblished in the
Department of National Archives that work in the
retrospective national bibliography will be started
as a parallel project of the current National Bib-
liography. The current National Biblicgraphy as well
as the National Bibliographic Office was shifted to
the National Library as far back as 1975. However
no work has commenced in the retrospective National
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Bibliography, Like the collection of National
literature, the compilation of a comprehensive
national bibliography has gone by default and
remains to be initiated by foreigners. I must
hasten to mention two martyr Sri Lankans who
attempted this gigantic task single handed, one
compiling a Bibliography of Ceylon of western
language materials, the other compiling a listing

of Sri Lankan manuscripts and printed books. We
should realise, as they would admit themselves,

that individual work of this nature will bring
results only in proportion to the length of one's
lifetime. Then it is over. National scale projects
hardly ever reach successful eompletion unless
institutionalised and funded by governments. Every
country has produced its Paul Otlets and La Fontaines
and their creative work have been recognised by in-
stitutionalising the projects as national projects.

In the meantime the rest of the world is moving on.
The British Library has begun a South Asia and Burma
Retrospective Bibliography (SABREB) based on the
holdings of the British Library. Sri Lankan li-
brarians may recall a public lecture held in the
Colombo Museum on 06th Feb, 1985, on this subject
delivered by Graham Shaw. Shaw outlined the aim,
scope and methodology of this bibliography and said
that it will cover, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,

Sri Lanka, Burma and Afghanistan, that it will include
all works in recognised languages of these countries,
that it will cover the period from 1556 to 1900, At
the South Asian Studies Colloguium in London, Shaw
presented an elaborate paper on the project* and
concluded that for SABREB to succeed not only natioml
support but international co-operation is vitsl. To
quote his words '"this colloquium brings together
representatives from a large number of institutions
with a great deal to contribute to SABRER's future.

I can only urge them to give the most serious consid-
erations to the idea of active participation". Sri
Lanka is ona of the countries covered in this
bibliography and that is a gocd reason for Sri Lankans
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to participate in the project especially in the
context of what has been already mentioned in the
foregoing paragraphs of Sri Lankan National Bib-
liography.

MARC

A costly item of expenditure in large libraries such
as University and National libraries is the creation
of biblibgraphic records for their contents. Without
them libraries are unusable. In terms of Universal
Availability of publications, the time consumed and
the money spent on cataloguing etc. of masses of
material in traditional methods defeats the very
purposes of Universal availability. Availability

and transfer of information on the hour of need is
vital for library services to be effective and
productive., In the 3rd world countries, the greatest
set back is lack of readily available information.

We are often ignorant of even the available sources
of information and where they are available. Large
library systems in the 3rd world now have the
opportunity of leap frogging into the age of elect-
ronic data processing and transmission. In fact

the system was available for several years but two
factors remained unresolved for poor countries to
adopt them; cost and compatibility. Cost of hardware
and software has come doen dramatically over the years
and is still coming down. The other, the more
important one is being resolved. For a number of
years machine readable records (MARC) produced by
world's largest libraries have remained unusable in
the 3rd world owing to lack of uniformity in formats,
software and hardware, At the IFLA Conference in
Chicago, the Directors of National Libraries agreed
that a truly universal MARC format must be created

to facilitate for international use of these records.
They were convinced that this will also facilitate
transborder data flow. This means that countries with
large collections of unprocessed materials as well as
libraries planning to build up large national
collections will no longer need to await increasing
budget allocations, training and recruitment of large
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specialist staff and spend many years of time for
production of catalogues.

Suppose that the National Library of Sri Lanka®
decided to use MARC records produced by the Library
of Congress or the British Library for all library
holdings of Sri Lanka we would have to expect a
situation where all libraries in the country will
have te share the cost of a use of computer with
terminals for each of the participating libraries.
The MARC records that we purchase from LC or BL will
have to be supplemented with data that these two
collections will not possess but are available in
our network, How much would that be? The computer
can also be programmed to indicate where the material
is available within the network, resulting in a
union catalogue, If the network also agreed on a
document delivery system and that could include the
LC and BL as well, availability of publications as
well as the availability of information is achieved
at once. A cost benefit study of such a project
should convince the feasibility of adopting this
technology. This would be a task for the National
Library authority to give seriocus thought to.

Conservation and Preservation

The meeting of Directors of National Libraries in the
Library of Congress, Washington between 14th - 16th
August was another important event in international
librarianship. For the past several decades National
Librarians have been concerned with the enormous
problems of conservation and preservation of library
materials, mainly printed books and manuseripts in
paper, The contents of olden national libraries are
several centuries old and a large portions of these
materials are now in an advance state of physical
deterioration. National libraries set up in new
countries, in the 3rd world face the same problem

but for a different reason - the quality of printing
paper being sub-standard. Of the Library of Congress
holdings which is 80 million records, about 407 need
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urgent conservation attention for any further use.
For over a century Librarians have been watching
helplessly as acidity in paper has gradually
destroy8d the very paper, their collection was
printed on. The cost of traditional preservation
techniques - microfilming for example is enormous 1y
costly. Besides how long a microfilm lasts is not
known with any certainty, This challenge has now
been met by conservation experts who have evolved a
method of deacidifying papers at an incredible rate
of more than balf a million a year costing only about
Rs.50/= per volume. The participants at this
conference was provided with first hand information
on how the system works. The system is new to Sri
Lanka and is therefore described in detail for the
information of conservations.

Deacidification

The compound Diethy/Zinc (DEZ) is a very small, highly
reactive molecule has formed to meet all requirements
of deacidifying paper permanently. The DEZ molecules
neutralize all existing acid in paper and forms Zinc
Oxide by reacting with water present in the paper,
The Zinc Oxide neutralize any future acid formation
by serving as a basis of an alkaline reserve., The
DEZ is used as a gas in a vacuum chamber. The process
of deacidification is as follows:-

Beooks are placed in a closed chamber and the air is
pumped out creating a vacuum. This vacuum and a
slight heating reduce 5-6Z of the water normally
present in paper leaving only a small amount necessary
for forming the alkaline reserve, The necessary
amount of DEZ is introduced into the chamber con-
tinuously ar low pressure. It neutralizes the
existing acid forms Zinc Oxide necessary to prevent
acid formation in the future, Excess DEZ is pumped
out from the chamber. Water vapour and carbon
dioxide are pumped into restore moisture to the books
and form the final alkaline reserve of Sinc Oxide/Zinc
Carbonate. After this, books require a day or two

of exposure to the controlled atmosphere in a con-

a
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ditioning room to recover a portion of their normal
moisture content and be ready to return to the
library.

L]
The deacidification plant can be built to any desired
size., The Library of Congress Plant spreads over a 3.5
acre site and can take 15,000 to 16,000 books in one
batch. But smaller plants are not uncommon in the
United States.The L.C.is prepared to licence this
technology to other institutions and countrie’
especially National Conservation centres as a good-
will gesture of the L.C, Library of Congress welcomes
enquiries from National Library authorities on
sharing the technology.

Optical Discs & Video Discs

A significant breakthrough in document preservation
is the optical disc, a system quite different from
conventional technology. This is a secondary format
preservation experimented in the United States.
Optical Disc technology affords in extremely high-
density storage and retrieval of documents efficiently
and economically. A twelve inch digital disc has the
capacity of storing about 40,000 pages of text.

Print materials are stored in optical discs. Non-
print materials i.e. images are stored in Analog
optical discs (Video discs). About 54,000 images
can be stored on one side of a 12 inch analogue
optical disc,

There is no wastage or deteriaration of discs in

use as only a light beam is used for playback, which
means continuous disc use without physical deteriora-
tion is possible,

These qualities of optical discs make them ideal for
storing highly used materials. Print-outs can be
obtained from both systems. In the face of this

new technique or document storage, experts believe,
that large scale microfilming has had its day.
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These are challenges Iibrarians are facing in
developivg countries. On one hand new opportunities
have arisen for librarians to harness new technology
for building up quicker and more efficient informa-
tion systems. It should be admitted that third world
countries in their present state of economic
development are not quite adequately equipped

to purchase these technologies. To begin with they
are expensive. The choice is however between cost
and benefit. Policy makers, the choice is for you
to make,

Perhaps, it is here that international co- operation
can be harnessed to library services. Tt would be
appropriate here a reference to the Asia and Oceanea
Programme of Resources storing among National library
authorities began about 6 years ago. The movement
was initiated with Unesco support by the Australian
National Library and followed by the Japanese National
Diet Library. In November this year the National
Library Services Board carrying the movement further
convenes the 3rd International Conference in the
series in Colombo.

An important subject listed in the agenda of this
conference is networks local and international. The
theme of the conference being 'Resource sharing in
Asia and Oceanea; Sri Lankan Librarians have the
opportunity to discuss some of the problems referred
to in this paper at this meeting. The Unesco as
well as some of the most powerful members of the
group like Japan and Australia who have experience
in using these new technologies, as well as econ-
omically less developed countries like Thailand,
MalayQLa and Singapore are delegates parthlpatlng
in this conference, Their experience will be a
valuable contribution to our knowledge in these
matters.

A good deal of preliminary work remains to be done
for Sri Lanka to obtain the full ‘benefit of
international co-operation, I have referred to them
earlier in this essay. To sum up, the blue print
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for a national acquisition programme, a national
information system and a national conservation
programme form the trinity of a National Library
Service., That blue print should be on the drawing
board of the National Library Services Board., All
Librarians, decision makers, should be involved in the
preparation and monitoring of these programmes, If
successful, librarians will have the opportunity

of celebrating the year 2000 AD for having created

an effective national library service.
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A REVIEW OF GOVERNMEN"
INFORMATION SYSTEM:
SRI LANKA

S.R.Korale

< e

Introduction

ey

A review of the development of information systems in
Sri Lanka points to a gradual growth in collection

and classification of published and unpublisghed
literature on economic, social, scientific and techno-
logical subjects, making them readily accessible to
the specialist, closing the gap between reserach in a
sphere of activity and placing that reserach record in
the hands of the users, The development of documenta-
tion techniques would prevent duplication ot intellec-
tual efforts thereby - creating a greater body of
usable reserach, Recognizing the need to improve
documentation services to meet the information
essential for the development efforts of the country,
the Government of Sri Lanka has taken steps in the
recent past, to establish institutional machinery,

one within the Ministry of Industries and ‘Scientific
Affairs, and the other within the main planning body
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of the country, the Ministry of Finance and Planning,
in addition to the National Library Services 'Boatd.
The function of these centres in promoting ecopomic
and social development will be appreciated only, once
an improvement in the quality of bibliographic
organizdation takes place. It will only then be
possible to provide the necessary inputs to scienti=-
fic and ecounomic development research. Co-operation
and co-ordination between these organizations®could
prevent inert documentation activity and provide the
needs of the community with an information flow at a
dynamic level. For effective and stimulated economic,
social and technological decision making to take place
indexed and assessed information should be readily
available to the reserach worker, planner and decision
maker. This is important for ensuring that the policy
decision taken will be to the best advantage of the
country.

In an era of accelerated economic growth, the quality
and quantity of information, play an important role.
The quality and amount of information required is the
felt need for decision making, All decisions need
information, if decisions are to be made rationally,
and are to have the desired effect, they need the
right amount of information. More and better informa-
tion could improve the quality of the decision, but
sometimes too much information may be as bad as too
little. It is essential to know the exact specifica-
tion of the information required, the type, the amount,
its reliability, and format in which it is required.
The information provided must suit the purpose, and
therefore it is important to look into the information
situation carefully, and maintain a close dialogue
between information users and providers. The proper
evaluation of traditional knowledge with new technolo-
gies and resolution of conflicts arising therein is
possible through an efficiently organized Government
Information System.

Several types of information are used for development
decisions, They may be straight forward statistical
data of a quantitative nature, like those relating to
national accounts, demographic, agricultural or
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industrial statistics. This information is often
used to review, analyse and forecast, sectoral growth
trends ‘and patterns, and growth in the labour force,
capital labour ratios and such other macro-economic
variables. It is found that such derived information
is essential and is used in various degrees for
different purposes, Another type is that of qualita-
tive information. In this category could be classed
natural resource inventories, land capability surveys,
soil surveys, land utilisation surveys and human
resource inventories. The third kind of information
is that of reserach findings, reports, theoretical
insights and verbal communications.

Data Sources

The Department of Census and Statistics and the Central
Bank of Ceylon collect quantative data, The main
function and objective of the Department cof Census and
Statistics is the collection, processing and compilation
of statistical data relating to:

(i) Population and housing;
(1i) Agricultural activities;
(iii) Trade and industry;
(iv) National accounts/prices;
(v) Other social and economic activities of the
country.

In pursuing these objectives the Department undertakes
the following:

(i) Conducting of,general census' at prescribed
intervals

(ii) Collection of current statistical data
through a network of branch offices and field
staff attached to district secretariats, and
statistical branches in various Ministries
under the supervision of the Department

(iii) Sample surveys, reserach and training

(iv) Processing, compiling and publication of

statistical data.
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The Department disseminates its information through
the publication of reports of surveys and case studies,
and 1ts three armual publications:

(i) The 8Sri Lanka Year Book
(ii) The Statistical Abstract
{(i1i}) Sri Lanka Statistical Pocket Book,

In 1975, the Department began a project of regioni-
zation by Agro-Ecological Regions, and computers orint
outs of eight spatial frames for the Colombo District
were prepared. A computer mapping programme was begun
at the request of the Department of Town and Country
Planning resulting in the production of statistical
maps.

The Central Bank provides and yearly report of the (1)
Economic performance, problems and policies, that were
encountered (2) Details of accounts and operations (3)
Information on the major administrative measures
adopted by the monetary board for the year (4) Summa=
ries of major legislation enactments for the year,
relating to the functiomal operations of the Central
Bank and Banking Institutions in Sri Lanka. A more
detailed review of economic trends and development in
the various sectors of the econmomy is also published
yearly since 1975, as a separate publicationy, these
annuel reports thus provide statistical information
pertaining to mational product, expenditure, agricul-
ture, industry, prices and wages,jsexternal trade,
external finance, public finance, money and banking.
To review the development programme within the country
. the Bank gathers information from government depart-
ments and public sector imstitutions, The Bank also
conducts surveys and studies which results are
published. They form a part of the basic data
available on certain areas of study, for instance
their publication on Consumer Finance and Socilo-
Economics, Prices and Wages Statistics, Business
Activities and Private Investment and Agricultural
Credit, Monthly financial information is
disseminated via the Central Bank Bulletin.

The Department_ of Information if primarily concerned
with the task of providing information to the public
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about the policies, programmes and activities of the
government by giving them wide publicity. Tn
particular it publicises the commitment of the govern-
ment to the social and economic upliftment of the
country ensuring tnere by the active co-operation of
the people in government plans and programmes .

The potential sources of information for development
planning are enormous There is teday a flood of
information both published and unpublished put out

in many forms by a number of institutions both in the
public and private sectors., To benefit fully from
available knowledge the approaches and techniques
adopted to identify, retrieve and exploit it should be
adequate and sound. Experience has its maximum impact
only when the knowledge acquired is published,
abstracted, indexed and made available, for the users,
In this sense selective documentation plays an
important role in the delivery of information to users
and potential users.

For effective economic and social planning and policy
making the information input will therefore have to be
met through an efficient information and documentation
network. A large majority of the government depart-
ments of Sri Lanka have libraries. Their strength and
weaknesses are dependent on the professional. training,
and the organizational capabilities of the officer
directly in charge, and also on the foresight and
vision of the departmental head. 1In the recent past,
as mentioned earlier, institutional means to draw out
information available within institutions and organi-
zations in the country has increased, The expansion
of reserach in relation to industrial production,
business management, technology, investment and
agricultural activity led to the use and development
of documentation techniques geared to meet the demands
brought about by economic growth. The government has
realized the necessity to fully utilize the country's
own scientific and technical and economic potential.
It is here that documentation has a part to play in
co-ordinating the country's scientific and economic
reserach efforts. to create successful and effective
development plans.
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nesearch Centres and Instituions

The recognition of the importance of scientific,
technological and socio~economic reserach in the
development of the country resulted in the establish=
ment of a number of Centres to reserach to cater to
the more important subjects, activites and sectors, a
selection of these institutions are listed in Annex I.
This growth in the number of institutions undeftaking
research necessary led to situations where overlapping
of funcrions and activities, and duplicating of
efforts could not be avoided arising from difficulties
of co-ordination, The full advantage and the best
results from the establishments of new institutions
and improvement of the existing ones it was thus felt
was not accruing due to these issues and problems, and
alsc as a result of the absence of a well organized
and alert information and documentation service, and
of an efficient system for the dissemination of
technical data and information., But by the late 1960s
the government had realized the importance of co—ordi=
nation of reserach efforts for planning and policy
purposes as well as for generation and a processing of
scientific inquiry and assigned the subject to the
Ministry of Industries and Scientific Affairs.
Institutional machinery in the form of National Science
Council was established by an Act of Parliament in
1968. This Body was made responsible for co-ordinating
arrangements as well as for encouraging and developing
scientific research. The inadequacy of this Act to
meet the nedds of the demand and urgency for research
and information in a changing environment had resuited
in the repeal of this Act in 1975 by the National
Science Council of Sri Lanka Law No.36 of 1975 which
Act too was repealed by the Natural Resources, Energy
and Science Authority of Sri Lanka Act, No.75 of 198I
(NARESA) .

The scope of NARESA was larger than that provided for
the earlier Acts. It had the necessary statutory and
financial authority to play a more vital and dominant
role in the system of government information gathering
and dissemination. The main function of the Authority
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are described in Section 9 of the Act  Accordingly

it was vested with powers under Section 9 (b) to

coilect and disseminate informatiom, publish reports,
periodicals and papers relating to natural
resources and their systematic and co-ordina-
ted exploitation and development, the
exploitation and use of energy resources and
the conservation of energy and any aspect
relating to scientific and technical matters
and to provide information and education to
the public regarding such matters,

Sri Lanka Scientific and Technical Information Centre

e e

Within this central body is a documentation cemtre
known as SLISTIC which is responsible for co-ordinating
the activites of information in the field of science
and technology., The advice and assistance of UNESCO
was obtained feor the development of the Centre, and
for the determination of the scope and objectives. The
need for a Centre to co-ordintate existing rescurces of
scientific and technical information in the country:
to develop its own resource of information relevant to
the needs and climate of present and potential users;
to provide the related biblicgraphic abstracting and
indexing services in the conventional form; to be a
depository of all material in the field of scientific
reserach, specially those concerned with the planning
and execution of national development programmes and
projects at central and district levels; and to educate
and train personnel for these specialized duties and
esponsibilities were the arguments adduced for its
establishment, The objectives spelt out in the report
affords an overview of the usefulness of documentation/
information centres for developing countries, and could
be looked on as basic statement of the aims of a
national documentation centre. The Sri Lanka
Scientific and Technical Information Centre (SLISTIC)
became operatiomal in 1974, TIts basic objectives were
to collect, process and disseminate information
relating to science and technology which objectives
are fulfilled by:
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(i) Library resource development;
(ii) co-ordination with ether -libraries; and
(iii) provision of information and documentation
services.

It concentrates on filling the gaps in library
resources of the country on specific subject fields,
Three areas have been identified so far, namely~

(1) Science Policy .
(ii) Science Education
(111) Environment

Currently SLISTIC is engaged in the following activi~
ties:

(i) Compilation of a Union Catalopue of

Science and Technical Bocks which reflects
the holdings of libraries

(ii) Compilation of Union List of Science and
Technical periodicals acquired by libraries
in Sri Lanka, which reflects the holdings
of 50 libraries

(iii) Indexing of local scientific literature,
providing an analysed record of the
national output,

These three activities are brought to the notice of the
reserach community via quarterly publications known as
UNICAST, Sri Lanka Science Index, and the Union List of
Scientific Periodicals.

(iv) Establishing a national depository for
science and technical reports

(v) Library co-operation by-way of inter-library
lending providing photo-copying services,
and obtaining photo copies from abroad

(vi) Library education by holding seminars and
courses for working librarians

In other . words a national science information network
has been started and is being developed. Information
control of science and technology preventing dissipation
of documentation activities has been brought about by
SLSTIC, a list of institutions who co-operate and
benefit from these services are provided in Appendix 1T,
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Sri Lanka National Library Serviees Board

The S1ri Lanka National Library Services Board
established by Act No.l7 of 1970 was to serve as the
principal institutional framework for co-ordinating
and developing all types of libraries, bibliographic
centres and similar bodies specially those maintained
with state funds. The main task of the Board which
was the establishment and maintenance of a national
library for Sri Lanka whose scope and function was to
preserve the national culture; to develop all
appropriate systems and procedures which will make
available the total library resources of the nation
for the benefit of the whole community; to establish
relations with other libraries of other countries; to
collect, preserve, organize and develop a national
collection of library materials in all forms including
a comprehensive collection relating to Sri Lanka and
its people to serve as national reference and reserach
library: too compile the Ceylon National Bibliography
and provide ancilliary bibliographical services as
required and to provide assistance to all government
libraries whether departmental, institutional or
special. The Board has made arrangements to undertake
some of these activites and now is in the process of
establishing the National Bibliography. The construc=
tion of the infrastructure is in process. The Board
has been given wide powers to plan, assist and promote
the organization and development of library services
at public, school, unviersity, government and special
library levels. It -has so far been concentrating
primarily on improving public libraries and school
library services, and training of the staff of these
libraries, and in compiling the National Bibliography.

Legal Registrabion

Legal registration and deposit was part of the govern-
ment information framework since 1885, Efforts to
control bibliographic output in the country had taken
place with the coming into operation of ,the Printers
and Publishers Ordinance of 1885 which ensured
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compulsory deposit of all publications in 4 specified
institutions which has now been extended to include
the National Library Services Board. The National
Museum Library, National Archives with the Library of
the University of Ceyleon, Peradeniya, the National
Library Services Board and the British Museum Library
function as legal deposit libraries for documents
published in Sri Lanka. It is only in the last decade
that attempts to index and provide useful reference
services in connection with legal deposits and *®
government information was begun, with the Museum
Library publishing an Index to Ceylon Periodicals this
has provided a useful reference! tool forthe research
workers, as it indexes articles in both English and
Sinhala periodicals. The Library of the Departuent of
Labour has compiled since 1971 six digzats and indsanes
to labour law, industrial court decisions and labour
tribunal awards. They are useful reference tools for
the understanding of industrial law specially in the
context of the growth of foreign investments and multi-
national enterprises in the country. Apoendix TTIT
provides a select list of basic reference aids

compilled by individuals and institutions.

Centre for Development Information

These attempts by individual government departmental
libraries to control and monitor the information
output coming within its limited fields are not
adequate for the needs of national development. 1In
this context, the newly established Centre for
Development Information of the Intermational

Economic Co=~operation Division, Ministry of Finance
and Planning plays an important role, as a co-ordina-
ting body for govermment information. The Centre for
Development Information was established in 1979, it
was funded by UNDP with UNESCO as its executive
agency., The objectives of the Centre are to carry out
the task of systematically collecting information and
data relevant to development planning for national
purposes and to provide non-classified information to
the International Centre for Development Science
Information DEVSIS on the basis of a mutual sharing

of information. According to the immediate objectit%%
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set out in the document the Centre would provide
the activities listed below as an on-going service:

(1) Organization and development of a library as
a base tfaor the collection, classification and
dissemination of economic and social science
information ;

(11i) Compilation of a Union Catalogue of Economic
and Social Science Development. Literature
‘available in the libraries of government
departments and public sector corporations

(iii) Compilation of a Ceyloniana Union Catalogue

of Economic and Social Development Literature

(iv) Compilation of a Bibliography of Economic and
Social Development with emphasis on report
literature published and unpublished

(v) Establishing a Sri Lanka Report Depository on
Economic and Social Development

(vi) Compiling a Union List of Economic and Social
Development periodicals available in the
libraries of government departments, and public
sector corporatiomns

(vii) Compiling a Register of recent and on-going

reserach in economic and social development in
Sri Lanka

(viii) Providing inputs to DEVSIS, and compiling a
Sri Lanka DEVINDEX.

-

It is expected that this Centre will systematically
collect information and data relevant to development
and development planning. It will alsc provide an
alert information and documentation service and be the
key to locating and obtaining existing information on
matters relating to economic and social development,
It will prevent duplication of efforts by the genera-
tors of information, research workers, individuzl
agencies and foreign experts by providing services
such as SDI, literature searches and specialized
bibliographies. Appendix IV provides a list of
academic, special and government libraries which are
co—operating in bibliographic and documentation
services co-ordinated by the Centre. The first issue
of the Union Catalogues referred to at (2) and (3)
above had the co-operation of 30 iibraries and had
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used OECD thesauri subject headings,

Sri Lanka has vast amount of information generated in
many forms. The country has also sufficiently quali-
fied and trained professional personmel to exploit
these scurces. So far cost and other considerations
have made it necessary to provide all information
through manual operations, The effectiveness of
oper%ting manual systems are to a great extent
dependent on the aptitudds: and quality of the support
staff and in that sense the quality of information
provided will be determined by this factor. In
addition the constraints of inadequate storage
facilities, problems of space and climatic conditions
have hampered a more rational and effective utiliza-
tion and available resources, Measures to combat
these issues and problems are ultimately dependent on
the availability of financial resources. By the
establishment of a2 National Library Services Board,
and the Documentation Centres, SLISTIC and CDI the
Sri Lanka Government has attempted to co-ordinate the
activities of reserach centres and libraries and
thereby rationalize the activities of documentation
centres and information systems of the country.
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1968. Colombo, Ceylon Government Press, 1968.

7. UNDP, Project of the Government of Sri Lanka,
Establishment of a Centre for Development
Information (CDI) Colembo: 1979 (SRL/78/030)

Mimeograph.
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List of Centres of Research

UNESCO. Ceylon National Scientific and Technical
Documentation Centre, Consultants Report 3-24 Dec.
1968, Paris, March 1969 (1159/BMS/RD/DBA).

L]
. UNESCO. Meeting of Experts on the National Planning

of Library Services in Asia. Colombo, Ceylon J1-19
Dec. 1967. Final Report Paris, 26 April 1968
(COM/US/180/6) .
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12,
1.,

14,

154
16,
Hat

18,
185
20,
2.k,
22,
23,

. Post Graduate Institute of Medicine

. University of Sri Jayawardanapura

. University of Kelaniya

. University of Moratuwa

. University of Ruhuna

. Agrarian Reserach and Training Institute

Post Graduate Institure of Agriculture

University of Colombo
University of Peradeniya
University of Jaffna

Bandaranaike Memorial Ayurvedic Research Institute,
Nawinna

Central Agricultural Training Institute, Peradeniya
Central Engineering Consultancy Bureau

Ceylon Institute of Scientific and. Industrial
Research

Coconut Research Institute, Lunuwila

Educational Buildings Reserach Institute

Division of Occupational Hygiene, Department of
Labour

Fisheries Research Station

Forest Department

Highways Department

Industrial Development Board, Moratuwa

Irrigation Department

Institute of Fundamental Studies
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24,
25
265
27

28,
29,
50
21
32,
S

Mahaweli Development Authority

Medical Research Institute

National Institute of Business Management
Natural Resources, Energy and Science Authority
of Sri Lanka

National Institute of Health Sciences, Kalutara
Non Alligned Documentation Centre

Rubber Reserach Institute, Agalawatrte

Sri Lanka Institute of Development Administration
Tea Research Imstitute, Talawakele

Urban Development Authority

APPENDIX II

List of Institutions Co-operating with SLISTIC
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19,
20,
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American Center

. Atomic Energy Authority
. Educational Building Research
. Agrarian Reserach & Training Institute

Ayurveda Medical College

. British Council

Bureau of Ceylon Standards

Bandaranaike Memorial Ayurvedic Research
Institute

Central Agricultural Research Institute
Centre for Development Information
Curriculum Development & Teacher Training
Institute

Ceylon Electricity Board

Central Engineering Consultancy Bureau
Ceylon Institute of Scientific & Industrial
Reserach

Ceylon Petroleum Corporation

Coconut Reserach Institute

Ceylon Steel Corporation

Ceylon Transport Board, Engineering Division
Department of Archeology

Department of Census and Statistics
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21. Department of Forestry

22. Department of the Govermment Analyst

23. Department of Highways, Colombo £
24, Department of Irrigation

25, Department of Labour

26, Deparrment of Meteorology
27. Fisheries Research Station
28. Herbarium Library, Peradeniva
29. TIndustrial Development Board
30, Institute of Fish Technology
31. Institution of Engineers

32. Mahaweli Development Board
33, Medical Research Institute
34, National Institute of Business Management
35. National Museum Library

36. Public Library, Colombo

37. Rubber Research Institute

38. State Engineering Corporation

39, Sri Lanka Medical Library

40, Sri Lanka Technical College

41 . Trade Inforwation Service

42, Tea Reserach Institute

43, University of Colombo

44, University of Colombo, Medical Faculty
45, University of Jaffna

46. University of Kelaniya

47, University of Moratuwa

48. University of Peradeniya

49, University of Jayawardenapura

50. Water Resources Board

51, National Water Supply and Drainage Board

APPENDIYX TIT

List of basie reference aids on Sri Lanka

1. Amarasinghe, N. compiler. Theses presented for
higher degrees of the University of Ceylon (1942-
1971). A Classified list with author and title
index, Peradeniya, University of Ceylon Library,
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1971, wi, 35 p. (University of Ceylon Library
publications 1)

Lists in alphabetical order of broad subjects, 114
theses accepted for post graduate degrees of the
University of Ceylon from its inception in July
1942 to December 1971, There are two short
appendices of foreign theses available for
cons¥ltation in the library, and also a list of
Diploma in Sipnhalese dissertatrions 1954-55. There
are two indexes of authors and titles.

2. American Studies Reserach Centre. Hydrabad. Union
Catalogue of American Studies periodicals in India,
Ceylon and Nepal. Hydrabad, 1971 XI, 149 p.
(Mimeographed text).

Contains locations for 150 selected tities of
American studies periocdicals in the social sciences
and humanities in 61 selected University libraries,
and other institutions in India, Ceylon and Nepal.
Entries are arranged in alphabetical order by
titles. Three University Libraries (Peradeniya,
Colombo and Vidyodaya), the National Museum Library
and Jaffna college, Vaddukodal library have
co—operated in furnishing their holdings.

3. De Silva, D.J.S. Compiler. The Tea Quarterly. The
Journal of the Tea Reserach Institute of Ceylon.
Cumulative index. Vol. 1-40, 1928-1969 Talavakelle

Ceylon), Tea Research Institute, 1970. (2) ii, 113

Author index, p.p. 1-45; classified index to titles
and of papers, p.p. 46-86: Subject index, p.p. 87-113,

4, De Silva, Daya and De Silva, C.R. Compilers. S8ri
Lanka (Ceylon) since independence (1948-1976): A
bibliographical survey of the literiture in Sri Lanka
in the field of social sciences edited by the Asia
Documentation Centre. Hamburg. Institute of Asian
Affairs, 1978 xix 172 p.

5. CEYLON, The Legislative Enactments of Ceylon. In
force on the 30th Day of Jume 1956, Revised edition,
prepared under the authority of the revised edition
of the Legislative Enactments Act: by Hema Henry
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Basnayake. Colombo, Govt, Printer, 1958. 12 Vols.

6. CEYLON, Subsidiary legisiation of general applica-
tion under the legislative enactmentsof Ceylon
enforced on the 30th Day of June 1956. Compiled by
T.H.Ramachandra Peiris. Assisted by P.N.K.Rodrigo.
Colombo: Ceylon Government Press, 1966. 7 Vols.

7.-1967 Supplement to the revised editiomn of the
legislative enactmentsof Ceylon: containing the acts
enacted during the period commencing on the first
of July, 1956 and ending on the 31st day of
December, 1968, which ammended the chapters in the
Tevised edition of 1956, together with an index and
chronological table. Colombo, Ceylon Government
Press, 1968, =x=ziv, 1107 p,

8, Parliament. The acts of Ceylon 1949: Colombo:
Ceylon Government Press, 1950; annual volumes in
progress., !

L]

9. The Ceylon National Bibliography, 1 (1), (Jan.1963):

Nugegoda (Ceylon). National Bibliography Branch Dept.
of National Archives, 1963 - (in progress) monthly.

An authoritative bibliographical record of current
Ceylon publishing in Sinhala, Tamil, and English
based on the material deposited with the Registrar
of Books and Newspapers, under the Printers and
Publishers Ordinance (] of 1885). No annual
cumulations have been issued so far.

10, Ceylon Institute of Scientific and Industrial
Research Technical Library (1972) Directory of
Scientific Research Projects in Ceylon - 1970 -
297 p.p. Colombo : CISIR.

1l .Current Technical Literature, I (1). (January 1966)
In progress.

A useful classified current indexing service to
articles in periodicals, books, pamphlets, standards
and specifications, etc. received in the CISIR
Library.
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12.

288

Ceylon Periodicals Index: Compiled by V.B.De—
Silva (1969), 1 (1) December 1969; Colombo: The
National Museum Library, Department of National
Museums (In progress), By monthly.

A ploneer undertaking which supplies 1 long needed
reference tool. Indexes articles in English and
Sinhala periodicals published in Ceylon and
received through the 0ffice of the Register of
Books and Newspapers, Annual cumulations in
separate Sinhala and English sections, with
cumulative subjects and author indexes. Tamil
periodicals have not been indexed so far,

Ceylon Periodicals Directory, Compiled by V.B.-
De Silva (1971). Colombo: National Museum
Library,

The first comprehensive guide to the periodical
press in Ceylon. In three separate parts: I,
Sinhala; II. Tamil; II1. English. Covers all
serial publications received in the Museum
Library with a frequency of at least once in two
years. In three sections: alphabetical list of
periodicals; classified list of periodicals; and
publishers and their journals. There are
separate annual supplements to each language
part. '

Goonetileka, H,A.I. (1970) A Bibiiographyof Ceylon,
A systematic guide to the literature, on land,
people, history and culture published in western
languages from the Sixteenth Century to the

present day. Zug, (Switzerland) : Inter—
Documentation Co. 3 vols. (ixxx 408 2] o

409-865 py xxxvii, 507 p.)

Covers over four and a half centuries of writing
on Ceylon in 16 western languages, principally,
published in Ceylon and outside. The substantive
core of the work is oriented towards the social
sciences and humanities. Books, Pamphlets,
articles, Government publications, Theses, etc.
are included. Covers the printed record only, the
entries are classified in 30 main sections, with

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

protuse sub-divisions, Complete bibliographic
descriptions are provided with annotarions where
necessary. Author index and iuntroductory marerial,
To be continued in five yearly supplementary
volumes.

Schulman, Frank J, Compiler. Doctoral Disserta-
tions on South Asia 1966-1970. An annotated
biblilography covering North America, Europs and
Australia. Anne Arbor, Centre of Sourh and
South-East Asian Studies. The University of
Michigan, 1971. =xvii 228 p. (Michigan papers on
South and South-East Asia 4)

Covers Ceylon, India, Nepal, Butan, Sikkim and
Pakistan. 1305 Theses are listed with author,
institution, and subject indexes. Ceylon p.p.
11-19 (65 theses are listed) many ommissions.

Perera, M.J.C. Compiler, Cumulative index to
Ceylon Coconut Quarterly. Author and Subject.
Vol. 1-20, 1954-1969, Bandirippuwa (Ceylom),
Coconut Reserach Institute of Ceylon, 1971 = 19 p.

‘gubject index, pp. l=16; author index, pp. 16-19).

Sri Lanka Dept. of Labour Library. Labour Laws of
Sri Lanka. GColombo: Dept. of Government Printing,
1979, 36 p. (Monograph No.6)

An index of legislative source references in three
parts consisting of the labour laws and regulations;
Collective Agreements and Wages Board Notification,
Orders and Decisions, compiled by S5.R.Korale.

~-- Words and phrases legally defined. Colombo:
Department of Govermment Printlng, 1973. 67 p.
(Monograph No. 1)

A quick reference tool teo the numerous legal
definitions of the words and phrases containing
the different acts and ordinances; compiled by
5.R.Korale,
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R

20,

2k

s

235

290

-— State interventicn in labour relations in
Sri Lanka: Labour Disputes Awards 1940-1950.
Colombo: Ceylon Government Press, 1977, 607 p.
(Monograph No. 5)

A comprehensive collecticn of the awards
published in the Ceylon Government Gazette
published since 1940, with a subject index to the
isBues and causes of labour disputes. Relevant
orders and regulations have been included with an
index of rases. Compiled by S5.R.Korale.

-= A Subject Index to the Industrial Court Awards.
Colombo: Dept, of Government Printing, 1973, 150 p.
(Monograph No, 2)

An alphabetical subject index to labour dispute
awards. This is a comprehensive listing of all
awards published since 1956-1962, compiled by
S.R.Korale,.

—-— A Subject Guide to Reported Cases on Labour Law,
Colombo: Dept. of Government Printing, 1974, 174 p.
(Monograph No. 3)

Contains a digest of published industrial law cases
heard in the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka from 1895-
1972. The cases have been subject indexed and
arranged alphabetically. Compiled by S.R.Korale,

—— A Subject Guide to Reported and Unreported Cases
on Labour Law. Colombo: Dept., of Government
Printing, 1975, 277 p. (Monograph No. 4).

The arrangement is similar to the earlier digest and
covers the period 1967-1975. This is a comprehen-

sive reference to Labour Court recor@s. )
U.S.Library of Congress. American Libraries Book

Procurement Centre, New Delhi. Accession List:
Ceylon, 1 (1), (March 1967): New Delhi 1967 -
(In progress) Quarterly.

Arranged alphabetically. Includes books, non book
materials and serials. A cumulative list of :
serials, cumulative author index, and cumulative
subject index are found in the last issue of each
year. -
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24,

250

found in the last issue of each year.

Ware, Edith W, Bibliography on Ceylon: (Hemry
Field ed.) (1962). 181 pp, Coral Gables,Florida:
University of Miami Press,

Books and articles in alphabetical order of
subjects, and within each subject group alphabe-
tically by author. Two main sections: Gen®ral
and Natural History. Approx. 7000 entries,

Sri Lanka National Science Council., Union List of

Scientific and Technical Periodicals ia Sri Lanka
Libraries. Colombo: SLISTIC, 1980, 2 Vol. (353 p.
756 p.)

An alphaberical list based on the Union List of
Scientific and Technical Periodicals in Ceylon -
compiled by M.A.P,Senadeera in 1971. It is a new
comprehensive and current 1list of scientific and
technical periodicals held in the major libraries
of Sri Lanka, The accuracy of the listing is
proportionate to the accuracy of the records
maintained in the co-operating libraries,

APPENDIX IV

List of Institutes Co-operating with C.D.I.

OO = Tl W e

L

American Center , Colombo ,

Agrarian Research and Training Institute
Acquinas University College

Bandaranaike Centre for International Studies
British Council, Colombo

Bureau of Ceylen Standsrds

Central Agricultural Research Institute
Central Bank of Ceylon

Coconut Reserach Institute

Department of Census and Statistics

» Department of Foreign Affairs
. Department of Irrigation

Department of Labour
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14,
15,4
16,
A
18.
19
20
A
22.
AN
24,
25
26
27
28,
29
30.
3y
32.

292

Department of National Archives

Greater Colombo Economic Commission
Industrial Development Board

Mahaweli Development Board

Marga Institute

Narional Institute of Business Management
National Museum Library

National Science Council, SLISTIC
National Water Supply & Drainage Board
People's Bank

Public Library

Sri Lanka Institute of Development Administration
Tea Research Institute

University of Colombo

University of Jaffna

University of Moratuwa

University of Peradeniya

University of Sri Jayawardenapura
University of Vidyalankara
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READING - A HERITAGE AND

A RIGHT OF MAN

R.H.M. Piyasena

Reading and writing are closely connected with the
human civilization. Wherever there hags been
civilization there have been reading and writing.
Therefore this twin subject — reading and writing,
has a longer history than many other subjects. As
we know almost all the early civilizations had some
form of writing for the purpose of keeping records
of various transactions. Egyptians, Babylonians
and the people of the Indus vailey have been iden-
tified as some of the early people to have used
some form of advanced writing. The earliest writ-
ten records of these civilizations are at least
five thousand years old. These writings paved the
way to an accepted set of characters - an alphabet -
which is considered one of the greatest triumphs of the
human mind, The alphabetic characters later spread
to various parts of the world and were modified into
many a form. In later times reading and writing
came to be very widely used and became a vital
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necessity.

Till recent times men of religion remained the largest
literate group and the competence of reading and writ-
ing was held in rather high esteem as a privilege or

a monopoly of a few. This position prevailed mainiy
on the non-availability of reading material to the or-
dinary man. Over the centuries efforts to make enough
reading: material available have been in continuance,
This dealt with the form: Scroll, folio or pamphlet;
the material; papyrus, parchment or paper: and the
process of reproduction: hand copying, hand printing
and mechanical printing. Though it is commonly held
that Gutenberg's movable type printing machine in the
15th century was the most important turning point in
printing it was the new communication network of the
19th century industrial society of Europe that was
responsible in bringing publishing to its peak.  Since
then all over the world the movement towards mass
literacy went hand in band with a wide availability of
reading materials - books and newspapers. The prog-
ress of education, compulsory schooling and literacy
created new needs. By the end of the 19th century
practically all the developed world's communications
started to be channelled through books and newspapers.
Later the audio-visual means of communication took
over a large proportion of the responsibilities of the
written word. This was rather a relief than,a threat
and yet the printed matter remains the simplest and
the most effective means for the transfer of knowledge,

Reading holds a unique position in education, in the
development process, in the exercise of freedom and
international understanding. Also to a large extent,
the acquisition of wider knowledge in scientific and
technical development and the appreciation of the
contributions of culture still depend on reading. In
taking these facts into consideration the International
Publishers Association in view of the International
Book Year - 1972 - published .a 'Charter for the Book'
in 1971. The opening phrase of Article I of the char-
ter reads as 'Everyone has the right to read'. This
goes with the rights guaranteed by the Universal Decw
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laration of Human Rights: Freedom cf thought, con-
science and religion and freedom of opinicn and
expression. Thus tne right to read and the right to
write and publish are today among the accepted rights
of man,

Most surveys of reading have attempted to determine
the volume and the nature of the books read by a
population. Statistics show that by 1972 - thg In-
ternational Book year - the world book production
had amounted to 500,000 titles a year, In terms of
volumes it was from 7000 to 8000 million copies. The
world's reading population, the literate adults and
the school going children, has doubled since 1950,
Bur it is astonishing to know that half of the world
population cannot exercise their right to read as they
are illiterate,

The purpeses and the habits of reading vary. Most
people read to share the experiences of others and
some others to accomplish definite resuits. Reading
is also a substitute for many other kinds of communi-
cation such as radio, television and film. Getting
away from the anxieties of life, that is as an escape
mechanism is also among the reason of reading. To
use the literary masterpieces to sharpen the reader’s
observations of life and to provide him with literary
art too stands out as an important purpose. Generally
speaking it is difficult to identify the tastes and
purposes of the readers, As mentioned before some
are locking for information; others as an escape;
still others as a means of inner enrichment., VWhen
questioned on their motives for reading, a higher
proportion of readers reply: 'for amusement', 'for
relaxation®, 'for entertainment', 'to get away from
it all!, Thus to some, reading is a past time, where
as to many others it 1s a voluntarily considered
action,

Today, just as we expect a normal child to walk and
talk, we expect him to learn to read too. A child's
ability to read affects his mental growth and his
status among the children of his age group. A child
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who gradually improves his reading ability and gets
into the reading habit widens his horizons and equips
himself for a better future. "The child who early

in his“life learns to depend upon reading as a major
source of pleasure walks the world with a giant's
step, He acquires seven-league boots which give him
an advantage in knowledge, experience and feeling,

For the reading child, learning becomes an adventure
full ofezest and surprise. His mind grows accustomed
to the process of thought. His imagination calls him
out on long flights of fancy that takes him back and
beyond time, space and other elements. The habit of
good taste becomes his own. His sense of humour grows
robust. He finds in books not only knowledge but
solace, courage and an idealism that fits his individ—-
ual spirit like a glove, Endless pleasure and delight
await him and boredom never dodges his steps'.

The responsibility rests with the parents, teachers
and librarians to provide material with meaning and
substance to the young reader,

The home, the school and the public library are the
places where a child can have facilities to read. ‘The
adult's conviction of the necessity of reading could
be instrumental in enticing children into the realms
of books. Reading parents normally pass on to child~
ren an enthusiam for books. An interest in bocoks the
adults themselves have could cast a great influence
across generations. But every book is not of lasting
value. Often the parents, the teachers and librarians
could help young readers in exploring meaningful,
useful and creative books.
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LIBRARIES FOR PRISONERS
IN SRI LANKA

Swinitha N, Nawana

Offenders are no longer sent to prison for punishment
but as a punishment and the prison is a place where
the convicted offenders are segregated from the rest
of the community and detained under conditions of
security. Prison is also a place of reformation,
where every effort is made to send them back to
society as law abiding citizens, There are various
methods of rehabilitating offenders,

The importance and the need for providing books for
prisoners was recognised long before most other aids
to rehabilitation were introduced within prison walls,
As early as 1811, the Walput Street Jail in Philadel=
phia had a library containing books other than reli~
gious ones. Blakie Makelvey states that "Probably
the first prison library supplying more than Bibles
and religious tracts was that established at Sing
Sing in 1840.,..,.. and in 1847 New York was the first
state to start the custom of making annual approprias~
tions"”, 1In 1949 the Department of Corrections of
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California issued the library manual for correctional
institutions, which recognised the importance of
adequate library facilities as a definite part of

the tredtment programme of any prison.

Part I Section forty (40) of the United Nations Stand-
ard Minimum Pules for Treatment of Prisomers and
Related Recommendations recommends rhat every in-
stitution should have a library for the use of all
categorie’'s of prisoners and that it should be ad-
equately stocked with both recreational and instruc~
tional books, It also states that prisoners should
be encouraged to make full use of it, In Sri Lanka,
the Prison Ordinance, the Standing Orders and Youth-
ful Offenders (Training School) Ordinance provide for
library facilities for prisoners.

The libraries within prison institutions could be
established to serve as resource centres with the
following objectives.

(1) To share with other departments in the prison
institutions, responsibilities for useful
social and vocational training of the prison
population,

(2) To develop among prisoners realization of the
usefulness of libraries in

(a) providing vocational information about choice
of trades, and of chosen trades,

(b) enlarging social and reading backgrounds.

(¢) develop reading as a satisfactory leisure
time activity.

(d) preparing by self improvement for release and
post prison life.

(3) To provide by planned reading courses infor-
mal education for all prisoners capable of
sustained reading in any useful field, as
well as aid in the self expression, of those.
who show ability to do creative work.

(4) To supplement the work of the educational
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department where over correlated reading is
indicated,

(5) To lesson need for discipline and to ih-—
stitute measures of mental hygiene by provid=-
ing reading as a satutary release from emo-
tional strain, as a healthy resource for idle
hours, and as a positive aid in substituting
acceptable new interests for undesirable
attitudes.

(b) To broaden and support the rehabiiitation
programme.

There is no doubt that it will quickly hecomeapparent
to an informed observer that the mere supply of
reading material .by itself which condition even in
the outside world does not make a successful library,
would be doomed to failure in a prison library. 1In a
prison we deal with a captive readership. It is also
a fact that most of the inmates are not readers in
the normal library context. A large number of in-
mates suffer educational handicaps of one kind or
other. Most of them are drawn from lowest social

and economic groups, The range of reading interests
are much narrower than that 1in an average public
library. Consequently, if prison libraries are ever
going to amount to anything more than store houses of
books, special attention 1s needed to make prison
libraries more meaningful,

At present almost all the correctional institutions
in Sri Lanka have some sort of a library, But we do
not find wellstocked iibraries which could cater to
the needs of the various types of inmates. The
available books are of littie interest to the inmates.
Most of the books are worn out, some in languages
thay cannot read, or religious im nature, being dona-
tions from reiigious and charitable societies.

A good library even if it is within prisomn walls,
means a sufficient collection of books and periodic-
als organised to meet the many and varied needs and
interests of tne community it serves, The Government
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grant for books is meagre. But the prisoners are
allowed to receive books and periodicals from friends
and relations, unless they are objectionable on some
specific ground such as that it discusses or crit-
icises the administration of prisons, or is not
desirable for certain types of inmates - i.e, Providi-
ng books on engraving to a forger. Encouraging
inmates to get books from relations and friends is

one way of getting new books for the prison library,
for on acceptance, they are regarded as library books.

Before such books are made available for use by all
inmates, the books will be first issued to the individ-
ual inmate to whom rhey were sent,

The Bogambara Prison deserves credit for starting a
scheme for providing books for inmates without much
expenditure to the prison authorities, Under this
scheme which started in 1977, the Kandy Branch of

the National Library Services Board lends books once
a month to inmates of this institution, The same
method could be adopted to supply books for inmates
in other institutions by making arrangements with the
local authority of the area, In other countries the
local authorities (public Libraries) render a valusble
service to the inamtes in custody.

In 1975 the Prison Libraries Subject Group was born

at the Aonual Conference of the Medical Health and
Welfare Group of the Library Association of England,
and in 1981, published the guidelines for library
provision in the Prison Department, The group pub-
lishes a bibliography concerning prison libraries in
the United Kingdom and abroad. This shows the keeness
and interests of the prison librarians in promoting
better library facilities for inmates.

In addition to getting assistance from public
libraries in providing reading material, maximum use
of the book stocks available in the institutional
libraries could be achieved by exchanging what is
available in them, and by agreeing that each institu-
tional library purchases different titles.
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The Prisoners' Welfare Association and the TSN,
(Training School for Youthful Offenders) after care
assocaltion are two organizationsfrom which tie prison
authorities could get assistance in improving 1li-
braries. They are two organizations which have been
in existance for a long time and help the adult
inmates and youthful offenders. They ‘mot only su-
pervise the inmates but help in self employmesnt as
well as finding employment. Assistance in developing
the prison libraries will be only an extension of
their valuable services. In this manner they can
help the inmates not only when they are released bur
also when they are in prison.

It is very important that the librarian in charge of
the prison library should be well acquainted with
library procedures, He or she must take a genuine
interest in these people within walls and give them
necessary guidance to develop serious reading habits
which in tern may develop socialisedartitudes is a
genuine challenge in a prison. At present our prison
libraries are in charge of welfare officers with
prison guards and inmates to assist them. It is
better to have some officer to work full time in the
library and he should be given a training. A trained
person will be in a better positions ro promote
reading habits and help inmates occupy the barren
hours inside a cell in a meaningful way.

Rules of library*procedure should be given and
explained to the inmates, The librarian should see
to it that the books are returned in time and that
they are not damaged. Before an inmate is discharged
Oor transferred, arrangements should be made to get
the books loaned to him. It will be of great help to
the inmate, if the librarian guides and gives nec-
essary information regarding local library resources
in the community to which he is returning. He should
explain to the inmate that these services are free,

The Library should be opened so that the prisoners
will be able to visit the library when they are free.
Material which is suitable in content and make up
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should be chosen for all inmates, such as slow
readers, advanced readers, and inmates with accademic
and voeatrional interests, Special books and period-
icals should be displayed. The formarion of 'read a
book together' groups will be of benefit to those
who cannot read, (for most of the prison population
are are illiterate), as well as a useful way of
encouraging those who can read to make use of the
library. Also film shows and talks on various
trades, agriculture and animal husbandry will be of
great benefit to those illiterate inmates who desire
to improve their knowledge of their occupations.
This knowledge would benefit them once they are
released.

The library is not merely a recreation agnecy alrthough
it has unquestioned value from that stand point also.
It will be a place where the education of the inmates
could be improved. The library should be closely
co-ordinated with that of the educational department
of the institutions and assist the educational pro-
gramme. The library should include adequate rep-
resentation of supplementary reading and other mate-~
rials needed by the educational staff and students.
The librarian should give consideration to inmate
students in respect to longer book loans, and when
necessary arrange to get books from other libraries.
Depending on the book stock, the librarian should
establish a special reserve shelf for materials needed
by the educational staff. He can also arrange for
the ipmate students te use the library more freely.

The library is also a place where the immates could
be prepared for life inside the prison, release and
post prison life. Instead of being constantly aided
by the welfare officers, the litarate person can
find information for himself,

Self improvement is very important as rehabilitation
comes from within oneself, by making use of opportu-
nities given to him while in prison. Information
regarding rules and regulations concerning prisoners
such as disciplines of prisoners, the food, previleges
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etc. should made available at the library and the
librarian should direct them to this information for
he or she can help them to find life inside prison
more easy. Here in the library inmates can also read
the daily newspapers and get information on current
affairs; even the price of goods will be important to
an imprisoned petrson. Inside the prisom everything
is arranged for the inmate. When released, the inmete
has to manage his or her own home., Reading materials
helpful for them should therefore be made available,

This will be a centre of informal adult education as
well as an aid in the self - expression, to those who
show ability for creative work. Inmates could be
encouraged to write articles, short stories, poems or
to give talks on various topics. In this respect

the institutional newspapers and journals take an
important place. With the assistance of the World
View International, the prisoners newspaper
'Sannivedana'’ was started in 1982, This renders a
great service to the inmates in our prison institu-
tions. The editorial board consists mainly of
inmates, and the newspaper consists largely of
articles written by inamtes. Here they also learn

to take up responsibilities and work together, which
in turn will be helpful for life in free society. It
should be mentioned here that certain types of inmates
who have put their idle hours to literary pursuits
have benifitted greatly not only in developed
countries but here in Sri Lanka as well.

Rehabilitation is one of the objectives of the Prison
Department and prison authorities take a keen interest
in the welfare of these social outcasts. The Prison
Library could be made a resource centre where the
fallen individuals of the society could be guided and
helped to improve oneself in various ways. Provision
of better library facilities for prlsoners and
better structured Lraznlpg for prlson officer librarian
librariang will continue greatly in improving the
quality of life of those unfortunate people in
cystody, for it willbroaden and support the rehabilita-
tion programmeés,
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THE SRI LANKAN LIBRARIAN:
SOME PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS

Kamalika Pieris

To date there is no comprehensive historical account
of the development of the library professiom in Sri
Lanka, There is also no census or statistical profile
by which we could measure ourseives, In the absence
of such data, this essay attempts some analytical
observationsg on the subject,

Until the 1960's there were few established libraries,
even fewer substantial career posts for librarians,
and therefore little movement among librarians. Today
the position is different, After the 'sixties came an
unprecedented expansion in library provision at all
levels. We regularly read in the newspapers of the
opening of yet another smwall public library in a
remote rural area. At the other end of the spectrum,
new library entities have appeared, such as the two
national documentation centresﬂ the national library
authority, (the Sri Lanka Nationzl Library Services
Board) and the future National Library of Sri Lanka,
In between these come the libraries of the five new
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Universities and one university college, Also the
libraries of 1{nnumerable Special institutions and
associations, which have recognised the need for the
organised provision of information by profe351ona11y
staffed libraries. If there has been any exception
to this boom, then it .is confined to the field of
school librarianship alone, 1In addition to this,
there has also been considerable expansion in the
cadres of existing libraries? »

The professionalization and the indigenization of
our library service, is indicated by the fact that
qualified librarians man most, i1f not all of the
important libraries, Even the major cultural
libraries set up by external institutioms, the
British Council and the American Center now have Sri
Lankan librarians.

There has been clear increase in the numbers of
librarians holding top and middle level posts. In
common with the pattern internationally, in Sri
Lanka' too, the majority of these appear to be .
female. , Women have %eld top positions in university;
special™ and public” and school libraries®

The library profession has been affected by the
'brain drain' and Sri Lankan librarians could be
found teaching librarianship in Africa and working
in libraries in the UK. They are also employed by
international organisations, such as Unido, WHO,
Unesco, either permanently or on contract. No
statistics are available on the effect of the brain
drain on the library situation here, but in medical
librarianship, there does not appear to be a single
qualified librarian left,

It appears that in Sri Lanka one could be a librarian

with virtually any level of basic educatiom.

Employers and library educators seem to ‘support the

creation of librarians from those with '0O' Levels,

'A' Levels or first degrees, without discrimination/

Two facts are ignored. That this is in odd contrast

to the oversupply of graduates in the country and

that it is not adivsable to create professionals who

may ultimately 'possess less education than the future
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users of the libraries which they run. However, in
practice, there appears to be a trend towards making
libr#rianship a graduate profession. In the case of
special libraries, salaries and promotions are biased
towards graduates? University libraries insist omn
graduates with second upper divisions? and this
immediately establishes an elite group within the
profesgion. The National library authorities too
insist on graduates but do not bother overmuch about
'classes'. I do not have a clear picture of the
situation in the islandwide network of school and
public libraries, but graduates again feature
prominently in some libraries.

The professional qualifications of Sri Lankan
librarians also display an interesting variety. Of
the foreign qualifications the earliest was probably
the Associateship of the Library Association (London).
Other qualifications include post-graduate diplomas
and Masters degrees from UK, USA, Canada and Australia,
with a few from India and the Philipﬁines¥I The

bias is still towards a western training in librarian-
ship and the ambitious national, academic or special
librarian will still seek training abroad. Of the
local qualifications the first (and in my opinion
still seek the best) was the new defunct post graduate
diploma of the former University of Ceylon, Peradeniya
in the English medium in 1961. Today, there is a
Sinhala language post graduate diploma at the Univer-
sity of Kelaniya, other certificate courses in two
universities, the professional examination of the
Sri Lanka Library Association for which courses are
conducted in select regional centres,]3 and the short
courses of the SLNLSB.

This healthy diversity in library training breaks the
hegemony of the local courses. It is encouraging to
observe however that there is no clear difference of
performance between the product trained abroad and
here, The 'home grown' librarian is now Imcreasingly
obtaining senior positions in important libraries

and they are discharging their duties gccellentlyj4
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While this illustrates that an intelligent student
with aptitude and dedication will pick up the essen~
tials of librarianship however variable the teaching,
and regardless of whether it is taught here or abroad
the comparison must be confined top librarians with a
fluent knowledge of English. They are able to read
and understand English texts on the subject, In the
case of monolingual librarians, those who know only
Sinhala or Tamil, there is a dlsturblng insularity
created by the fact that sometimes, neither teacher
nor student are in a position to read and understand
an internatiomnal text in librarianship, The
resultant loss of kﬂowledge, perspective and
lnltlatlve, as successive generations transmit their
knowledge in incessantly produced 'notes' will result
in the creation of poor librarians in the future,

S8alary scales are not exempt from the diversity which
marks the library profession in Sri Lanka, Respectable
salary scales have characterised university librarians.
They are equated with the teaching staff of the
uniyersity and the Librarian ranks as head of a
department. The salary scales of the future National
Library should either be competitive with these or
rank alongside. Library services are now at a

premium in special institutions and in an attempt to
capture and retain highly competent librarians,
competitive qalary scales are appearing in thls
sector. Salary increases follow routine fiscal
policies, but it is undeniable that through their
perfermance, special librarians now command some
respect in these imstitutions. The implication of
this for the overall image of the librarian is obvious.
While academic and special libraries provide salaries
which are fair to middling by Sri Lankan standards,
the salary scales for public librarians in the local
government sector remailn unbelievab1y low, Even the
supra-grade salary in this field is way below the
middle level salaries elsewhere. The position

appears no different in povernment department
libraries,
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The current picture, therefore is of a highly mobile
and competitive group of librarians, There is a
vigilfle upward professional mobility, with some
interesting features. Firstly, library assistants and
other clerical level library personnel are now in a
p051t10n to move into the professional ranks, and
there is clear positive evidence of this happening.
This is largely due to ‘the opportunities now afforded
them to acquire academic and professional qualifica~
tions while in service. I welcome this, as 1 have
always believed that all librarians should have some
experience of the non-professional side of library
work.

A second feature of the upward expansion is that, with
the creation of new libraries all want to become chief
librarians in the quickest possible time. There is a
scramble for the top posts, with the result that '
ambitious librarians fight shy of accepting subordinat
posts under well entrenched chief libraxians, This is
not a problem of careerism, the motive is often
financial, but it results in restless middle level
personnel. It is in the interest of libraries to
orient young librarians to accept a period of experi-
ence at middle level, but if so, these posts must carrn
attractive salaries, special duties and status.

One necessity now, is to develop a clear hierarchy of
qualifications, with levels of practice associated
with them. Since there is at present no such
hierarchy, one sometimes witnesses the odd spectacle
of graduates with prestigious post graduate qualifi-
cations vying for senior posts against candidates
possessing '0' Levels and part-qualifications in
librarianship.

In order to conclude our initial- study of the diver-
sity in Sri Lankan librarianship, we must now
concern ourselves with certain pockets of amateur
librarianship which still exist. Persons with
dedication, flair and a minimal knowledge of library
methods func%;on very satisfactorily as school
librarians. Another amateur area whieh holds
interest for the library historian, is the growing

326

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

importance of the recreational libraries of welfare
societies in public sector institutions. This is
recognised by providing some library training for
those who are responsible for developing them. >
Finally, it is interesting to recall that the ARTI
library and that of the Curriculum Development
Centre, were eccellently managed by officers who were
initially engaged in other careers.

Librarians have come a long way since they were
thought of as clerks. Librarianship is now consider-
ed a respectable semi-academic profession, providing
a useful and tangible service to the community. In
addition there are within the profession certain
elite achievements which will undoubtedly serve to
enhance the image of the profession even further,

Let us look at some of these contributions now.

Until recently well placed librarians were content to
hold basic qualifications and work unobtrusively at
routine tasks. From the sixties, dynamic and ambi-
tious librarians began to think in terms of further
qualifications, with scholarly rather than profess~
ional recognition as their goal. Thus we have  today
one Ph.D20 and four FLAs2! Other work which has
also won attention from readers are Alwis,z2
Nethsinghe 23 Pieris2%4 and Senadhira?25
Goonetileke's work, and the part played by him in
enhancing the image of the academic librarian merits
special comment, Through his work in bibliography £6
the first of which brought him international renown,
art criticism2/ travel anthologie528 and in his
role as bibliographic guide and advisor to innume-
rable publications on Sri Lanka29 Goonetileke has
shown that the gifted librarian has much to
contribute to academic activity. The election of a
senior, reputed librarian to the position of
President of the Institute of Chemistry, Sri Lanka
in 198330 algo implies recognition of similar
ability.

The librarian of the Colombo Public Library has been
the recipient of considerable favourable publicity,
and this must-surely add up to a more positive image
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of career librarians in the minds of the public.B]
The recognition given to Corea is somewhat rare in
the wopld of Sri Lanka's public libraries, where
brickbats are more common. However here is a recent
bouquet from the outstations, Gampola Urban Council
has expressed its appreciation of the good work done
by its librarian, particularly in establishing a
section for the blind at the library. It was pointed
out thate this was the fnly outstation library to
provide this service.3

We could close this section by reminding ourselves
that, there are a few Sri Lankan librarians holding
significant senior positions in the international
world of librarianship as well,

When it comes to technical accomplishment and reserach
the 8ri Lankan librarian may face criticism, There
appears to be a very little analytical work done
locally in technical areas, The problems of catalogu~
ing material in the indigenous 1angugges has occupied
the minds of some senior librarians,3 Library
provisions library 1egislation,3 library
education,3’ and library evaluatiom dre some of
the other areas where work has been done. Apart from
this, the Sri Lanka Library Review and the few library
anthologies available do not show a profession greatly
interested in writing down and elaborating on its _
professional problems. Much of the writing is either
descriptive, pedagogic or of an extension nature.
Perhaps this is due to the fact that earlier there
were so few librarians that such ideas and problems
could be communicated directly person to person.
Mention should also be made at this point of an
internationally used textbookB%n special libraries
written by a senior librarian An individually
produced catalogue of locations to social science
pericdicals in major libraries also deserves some
praise, 1 think, as it is of great help in the

absence of a genuine union catalogue;

Certain prevailing weaknesses in the work of our
librarians could be pointed cut very briefly, Some
incorrect traditions yet continue, such as
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catalogue card cabinets minus the rods which secure
the cards together, And the lack of interest in
cleaning up library collections, withdrawing

outdated material which takes up valuable shelf® space
and strengthening a special c¢olléection elsewhere by
transferring under used items to it. Instead of
trying ways and means of reducing overlap and eliming~
ting gaps in library collections, librarians tend to
take the easy way out. They buy a few books in each
of the subject areas their readers need, The
libraries thus limp along merely scratching the surface
of subjects. It is regrettable that no library
cooperation scheme was ever initiated by the librarians
themselves. This lack of interest in developing
powerful library collections is at its most outrageous
when we discover that nowhere in Colombo can one find
a library with a complete, well maintained collection
of the major Sinhala literary periodicals. Neither is
there a published index to the articles in these
periodicals. This lack of bibliographic control over
an important section of our plural culture contrasts
oddly with the Swabhasha orientation in our library
education. Ironically, the paralle!, product in the
western languages 1s well controlled, In the case
of documentation, there are inacceptable weaknesses

in the choice of and presentation of subject headings,
sometimes42  There is also a slowness to realise the
implications of computerised union catalogues, which
do away with the need for interminable acquisiton
lists.

Librarians face certain administrative problems which
may diminish any desire to improve things. Usually,
no preparation time is given to a fledgling library
before it is expected to become fully operational.

At the same time, the new librarian may lack the
minimum staff and equipment needed to do so. There is
also at the beginning some uncertainty as to the
status and role of the librariag and her official
duties sometimes get distorted 3  ‘the stress situation
which this creates has made some librarians retreat to
more comfortable middle level posts. Promising libra-
rians are thus lost to new libraries at a formative

stage when they are needed most. 22
g9
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The simple solution to this, is for either the SLNLSB
or the SLLA to provide minimum guidelines for setting
up new libraries, indicating clearly rhe mandatory
ratios of staff, stock, budget and equipment needed
if the system is to work at all. This could be
accompanied by some indication of the preliminary
services, new libraries should attempt to undertake
and those areas where decision making should include
the librerian, Tt is my experience that lay adminis~
trators are genuinely anxious to develop their libra-
ries and help their librarians, and would therefore
welcome such guidelines, without which they lack a
basis on which to evaluate the requests made by the
librarian.

One reason why the Sri Lankan librarian prefers: to
battle silently and alene, is because he or she does
not feel that there is anorganised fraternity to call
upon. Perhaps it is due to the isolationist methods
of acquiring professional training, but our librarians
do not display any sense of belonging to a profess-
ional community or fraternmity. 'Professional
socialization' or the imbibing of the ethics and
morals of a profession vsually take place at the point
of training or the point of registration. Neither
acts for us., For socialization, our librarians
ultimately end up by forming into small interest
groups based on contact#4 A better sense of overall
comnunity would help to foster better relations
across libraries and better morale as well. The
existing isolationism is unhealthy, not only because
it can lead to factions and rivalries, but because
librarians are then made to cope with common
professional problems, entirely on their own. It is
better for them to meet and disucss. That librarians
specially the younger ones readily welcome such
opportunities to meet informally is immediately
apparent ar SLLA gatherings, where they could be
found busily discussing mutual professional problems
and exchanging relevant information,
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However there is hope in the re-emergence of the Sri
Lanka Library Association as the premier national
professional association. Also there are trade union
type organisations to safeguard the rights of mpiver-
sity and government librarians, respectively, There
are the professional committees set up by the SLNLSB,
and the cooperative library networks such as Slistinet,
Hellis and Agrinet. All these enable hitherto
isolated librarians to meet others within similar
fields. Special mention should be made, at this point,
of the role played Hﬁ;the Vain%P newsletters issued
by SLNLSB , SLLA,”> Slistic,*® and Hellis 47 in
fostering a sense of distinct professional identity.

Local librarians wha cannot affiliate with overseas
library organisations, due to their parochial qualifi=-
cations, are isolated also from knowledge of
developments abroad. -In order to overcome this, and
to ensure that basic developments and. current
preoccupations: abroad are more uniformly known throught
the profession, the SLLA has begun to offer an annual
update, containing book reviews and abstracts from
selected overseas library periodicals.

T am constantly impressed by the tremendous enthusiasm
displayed by the emerging young professionals. They
seem to have a strong sense of vocation, appear to
delight in being librarians and seem to carry their
initial love of the subject well into their working
l1ife. This interest in their work is not confined
only to the prestigious libraries inagolombo but can
be found in the outstations as well. It may be that
there are now more libraries than before, and therefore
more models which would go into shaping the vision of
the new librarian. The greater opportunities now
available for watching seniors outline objectives to
be aimed at, experiments attempted, mistakes made, and
innovations successfully achieved would probably give
the new librarian greater confidence than her
predecessor ever had. The worst of the librarians,

on the other hand, show a disinclination to think
analytically or evaluatively. They lack initiative,
and tend to think of librarianship in terms of
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esoteric rituals of classification numbers and
cataloguing rules, and not as an essentially practical
activity with clear objectives,
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42,

43.

b4,
45,
46,
47
48,

49,

These problems occur mainly in social science
documentation, where terminology is not contro-
lled nor the subjects tightly structured, see
CDI Current Acquisitions List JanjApr. 1934,

p, 4=5 where 'Aluminium, Annual Reports,
Appropriate technology' are listed as subject
headings, 'Private sector, Under development'
in Sept-Dec. 1984 issue,

The librarian may be treated as a scientific
officer, reserach assistant or information
officer,

Library News,

SLLA Newsletter

Slistinet Newsletter

Hellis Newsletter

SLLA Newsletter Vol,I (2) 1985,
SLLA Update I (1984-85) compiler, K.Pieris.
(in print),

Personal observation of Polonnaruwa Publie
Library, 1980 and Kandy Public Library,
Personal communication from Miss N. de Siiva,
former librarian, Nuwara Eliya Public Library
and presently Asst.Director, SLNLSB.
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&) vl Hed,

Ol (Memory )

95%3@ Cﬁ&i}iémf}e @Jaﬁt‘ So5ics Internal

memory ) 80 16 80 32 gt 5,89 BeB.

28 yHocos Daced g ufeYd sludsde
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- 330930 968{9 Oumd (RAM = Random Access Memory)
208 Daewy 303 126 kg e 08 Bo. 680
33302 800 o8t D8 5o B0 miBd 7:88 Beo.

8¢ mc6de Ed vloende wudmd seda
Sova e8da0e 32 o Sa.

€

©hmcde (Storage)

8 0dtwmcas gid ¢ wewn Zogbd §i5d
BeB. 8eé 2230 256 g9 gud 8 der8 Dlowy
018D 620dd02 3 o < 9i0nd Bed. qwd S5 1/4
Jo3 Ddobe cP0dd02 On 80 eep oD H3mdd

5.

e deg Sdpde Mdmd D033 1.8 B,

cidln B ( optical disk ) dd,
60302 Tin addy 5368 wBwdd ¢t qw.

B8EI3 ol A8 gi8ud me clls Sdpon
OiCud eawddce | 8. (1 GB)

380 08w wumd S e vdodn 0o
om0 olome 60 w Cxen ¢dfa emy (Information

Data Files ) wintedd vagd ewm.

835008 (Software)

vlogntc gy 659068 (Hardware )

Supbd vl wdgm emds ( Software S -
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p. vwud 056 ©oRd) 5868 wibwdd ¢ Sggpd
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69 vddded D0» tweR, By, wlsas 649 sdde
edn vepd chled DB stin dud qmedo.

g8 vdlb (Operating Systems)
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Ry Bosad ( Multi-user ) e vludp ©dOB
ZpS qv. IS Buwnd Odns |8 ecennd pond-
Sams e s3wein Bued 26R, (AT & T Super micro
3B2/300 Y cp/m ethg B3 vddbo wmbonds
tfde u3emdED pos Swmwd 6dd8 mdo 5300
vOUPS Ogte §B. @ GAE UNIX, XENIX @ PICK
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e - Y
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98 D96t mywds DD ©ADWGHOD vEEYR® tEHS.
nde hendd BENnd ¢ 6238 twed. 688 ng vl
s c( Hard Disk Drive ) ebee staed b
cemeer wped vdudn m ©8IF0 pewmba.

geId = yBain cundd (Input/Output Devices)

@Qﬁ (Screen)

Bcon cpfta wi cUE wm 66; wasd
B0 @ 882 qnd; wmBousd 6808 ¢88E wighdel
ofm o6 60, BS; 80 & ot oEC news B3 ¢
o g 60zD0 emg v Bls ¢ o Yofo c038

OO08 .
%Q@ﬁ‘ 8% (Printers)

8g¢ ogde B¢ wad vuws D0 @B god
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Buecd 568. ( 90c0 owidd 6@ud el Jga odp-
90 Bdndnd 89 @05 B0ud ng wiba.)
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slomcie m Caws 0usdcdE wEdd
Bogn mOnad eond 6tiD o Sy ( 1982 )*
28 g23uy emmd qib cOnd vws culed. ]

vludn nOon

cn® 268 pdap
00c6 ¢6d
200800 ¢at
ta3sd BIEHS
gomdecins ©d0cda
DS S PBGRd
goond &eb

s3en ¢ad

DO cwnd

vfomcde ufgd vdodn swd opledn ¢dglO
5008, 5350 GG OB®HS.

. 030 =mdno (Stand alome)
2. dOban ®0no (Backup)

3. ¢968 @808  (Interface)
4, 030D (Enhancement)

* Rawat, M.J. Micro computers in libraries and infor-
mation departments, Aslib Proceedings 34(I): 26-37
(Jan 1982)
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*1984 & non co oddevand  orfamcod
600 & wem wfdd vloud s D5 D peInd
@@ quw.

c8nc® 800 »0wy vrm e ovBudy mbns
o ¢ S von fedn B emwgdED 6l cpldo
Wb, -

~

UBGud (Acquisition)

[nl- nlof>r ) (Circulation)

BE OBIBCEK {Management)

Sy weDIBG (Serial organization)
Slalelsia) (Cataloguing)
BEGnSee (Classification)
¢§f@®3mam6@w (Indexing)

32 G tomuE O (Abstracting)

O0%@n m Dwxisn o0 (Reference &
Information Services)

P R A T AR B o

x

Swatsn mgc‘{adu&s (Ihformation retrieval)
$5iBmSdis  (Networking)
x 6oy 50gm (Other applications)

* (Chen, Ching-chih & Chengren Hu, "A Statistical
Profile of micro-based Software'Microcomputers
for Information Management ](3):]29-—2”5r (September
1984)
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00 wdud quCi® 6del omRH cRdFea.

oo @ Dwaed TCoudCwde e vidues
mToe 6OE 6ocES; ifeds ld® mls DG
(Micro Use Directory ) 1984 & ¢Briepy nd
G e

1984 85 50 wiedd vfudn e8¢ 500 30
Oy cler ctacd @2dur nd Beld. mcuwmd eee 0.
Sopy o¢ ofy @dled 538 Ledesud teud ne ofob.
63 qpd el el vluvn odpde £ gosdnd
Oans B Cidead, eluws, Dgd wifmd, o85edd
T d&0em0 gEovy 6nedn e dtr cpo b,
6 wind rd® vBudade B¢ ticed eet bEnDD

-~

=
BEA,

Cheu, Ching-chih. (The Micro Use Directory:

Software, (1400. Commonwealth Ave). West Newton,
MA: Micro Use - Information, 1984)
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x 86n BewlBs 83uned wily oldd edee
ceIed qedud 63e.
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568, COn Ond emdnSited udds B5080
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AGvisory Council  (COMPAC) e X
D8 evsed gpd 1984 2 vReldn vondid § com

»3ugm w ODwesd owsed omd (Computer and Informa-
tion Technology Council of Sri Lanka)

8800 2.
cOBE oted gidd Ded § cwnd vidém
o doe EEied off vdfs oddteed cud Sdtend

con 98 £98s ©thd @:88n 80830 ®did 538da.

gOBIBY FEDBICRD

1984 & gOmvd cdwovisse Bwesd Cupd®
mdegio odh i drews Dew SiE) woDSODG OE®
gfd® gecedids qUmen DmUBeE Micro - Electron-
ics Education Project - (MEP) géen &,

aod 2008 gk BIBG

codd gdsvn gdwmona ¢ 1983 & Bagd
540 Demede gfd® oBudn B0nc BHIORD IS
poon @&, HEIP m emed IFD Jemg vludnodud
82D edfdglom Daewd Zuy 530 ¢ ndop. e
5eD.

* A National Computer Policy for Sri Lanka:
Reporting the Special Working Committee in National
Resources Energy and Science Authority, Colombo Sri
Lanka, NARESA: 1983
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* (Economic Review — April 1984)
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Chen, Ching-chih.Micro use Directory: software .
West Newton, MA: Micro use Information, 1984,

Chen, Ching-chih and Stacey,Bressler eds.
Microcomputers in libraries. New York: Neal
Schuman, 1982,

Microcomputers for Information Management,
Norwood N.J.: Albex Publishing Corporation.
(1984 — ).

National Computer Policy for Sri Lanka:
Report of the Special Working Committee of
the National Resources, Energy and Science
Authority, Colombo Sri Lanka, Colombo:
NARESA, 1983,

Rawat, M.J., '"Microcomputers in libraries and
information departments" Aslib Proceedings.
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