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Appreciation

The Late Dr. 8 A. VETTIVELU

Born: 13th July 1901
Caiied to Rest: 15th October 1983,

4 glorious chapler in the amnals of raedical philanthropy in JAFFNA
has come fo- an end with the demise of D, 8. A. VEUTIVELU on 15-10-1985.
‘VETEIYAR® to ihousaads of psople who rushed to. hias at the onset of any
illness, This st.uach diseipls of Rippocrates was all hop: and hslp to both the
rich and the poor at a time when a visit to the Government Hospital was a
dreaded thing.

He 'died at the ripe old age of 84 full of tears. and hoaours.

What manser of man was ‘VETTIVELY - the people’s eminsnt doctor
wito so magically won the hiarts of Al people who went to him for medica]
or gther kinds of help.

The immertal poet “Thiruvatluvas’ likens the wise man to a fruit tree in
full blecom im the vicinity; amd if such ‘a man happens to be a healer of the
sick, he is a more indispensble thing - a medicinzl tree, The peepie of Juffna
feel crphaned at the fulling of this wondeiful tree - old as it wis -thatspread
its shadow te thousands who sy ght refuge.

It was indeed a wrait of his peactical wisdom thit he gave up Goverament
Service well in time to spand the most mature pari of his life in alleviating
the sufferings of his peopls . without consulting fees (not from ail) and somertimes with
fres drugs: But one had to ecko witnthe lony qucus that started langthening with
Sum rise; But when the Sun rose, people did fesl that their saviour was on
his feet.

He did follow in the footstep; of th: Goaatsst Phillanthropist in Jaffna the
Late Retired Provincial Surgeon Dr. 5. Subramaniam popularly Knowa as ‘2§,
The ready swile on the lips of both was key to people’s unbounded affection
to these man-gods.

An agriculturist, horiicuitiat, a keen but quist participant of the affairs of
the couniry, he was obvieusly agitated by the turn of events te. his people
whose welfare was always near and dear to his heart.

To one who had mastered the art of living wisely and well, his anxiety
for his son - the former M. P. for JAVENA. (Me. V. YOGESWARAN) separated
from him durlng the present impasse, cut short a career which would normally b
that of a Centenarian par sxceliencs,

He, however leaves b:hind atradition richer in professional skills and medical
ethics; and it is [eft for others of sush nigh mindsdases to fill th: gip. The
need for sueh neble men has alwiys b:sn pressing but mevsr more 8o than
now. May God Kailasapiliaiyar grant bis soul cterasl rest.

Canagasabai Vamadeva,

327, Navalar Road, Jaffna.
Sr1 Lanka,
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® REMEMBERANCE @
Dr. S. A. Vettivela (“Vettiyar’)

Eminent Physician and Great Philanthropist

As 14-11-85 **Anthiyeshti'® (2lst day) is drawing nigh, with folded hands praying
to Almighty God and remembering you - I write these few lines:-

“Qur Vettivelu Appah®’, you desparted from wus blissfully without any sweet
Uiterances whatsoever to your bstter-half, (Baby acca), b:loved chuldren and in-Law-
Dr. Jeyayagasan. Instead,~before your last breath, you sang & Uhevaram cov:ting
all of us swhieh we shall remewnber and not forget at all timss. Almighty Gsd
whispered to you to come along with him and stay in Heaven-ihereby you followed.
You had left us in the lurch, numb and speecaless.

. You are quite safe [in the hearts and arms of Almighty. Sale o his gzntle breast
Sweetly you will rest in pease,

Memorable and glorious day 15-10-85. Death kmows no time nor plac:; Indeed
cruel of faie to huvs spatched him so soon;

«iiow can T praise thee and not overpraise and yet nst mur the grace by
stint thercof.”*

We in toto, miss your friendly smile, dove and tendernsss. Today and fomorrow
our iif: firough, we are quite coanfident that you are im the preseace of God Murugan
and your mighiy prayers will be heard. Also, my Dearest Appah, We hereby feel your
apicitual and suiking -presence among us and it gives strengih after strength evea
after your farewsll. Your ifs is a bdeautful memory. demembering kith aad kin always
satisfies my hea:t But Rememberance of yours in particular is a tonic too. Yeur
loss is an everlasting sorrow. We are decply grieved, Shedding tears profusely, We
dip our home flag., ‘*Your life is a procession”.

At the stroke of your pen, the preseriptions you gave us, will ever be with us
fer repetition,

Great is Dr. Vettivelu Appah who has a progeny of Doctors in his family.
**Sure is the decath of all that is bora,

Sure js the birth of all that dies
S0 in a matter that none can prevent, one ought not to grieve,”

*He is never born and he never dies,
He is for Eteinity,
He is for Bvsrmore,
Never borm and eternal bayond times gons or to come.
He does not die when the body dies'”.
All in tears at residencs and Villundi crematorium, Columbuthurai. dare say, of
all whom I kaow, ‘*Vettivela Appah™ is the wisest, the more jist asd the best
Fondly remembering you,
Miss Maihyvathany Vamadeva
5-11-85
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