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Phnom Penh Museum, Cambodia
Profile of an Art Dealer: Douglas Latchford (1936 - 2020)

Douglas Latchford’s name has become synonymous with the looting of Khmer artefacts. A
UK and Thai citizen and antiquities dealer, he led a network of looters, smugglers, brokers,
conservators, dealers, and other experts that sold stolen antiquities to some of the world’s
most prestigious museums and art collectors for over fifty years.

To identify objects for potential sale, Latchford funded cameras for looters to photograph
their findings. He also provided looters, “shopping list “of desired objects. For objects to
enter the international art market. Latchford falsified provenance and shipping documents.

Latchford amassed enormous wealth and an extraordinary antiquities collection through his
illicit dealings. Many of the objects displayed here went through his network,

In 2019, Latchford was indicted by the US government for illicit trafficking . He died in2020
before he could be prosecuted. A month after his death, his daughter Julia, agreed to return
his Khmer collection to Cambodia

Sl(pLomeD

Courtesy: National Museum, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
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Profile of Former Looter: Lion

From 1980 - 1997, an ex Khmer Rouge child soldier emerged in Cambodia as one of the
most prolific temple looters. Code - named Lion, by the mid 1990s he led a gang of hundreds
of looters. Many statues passed through a Cambodian broker, code - named Sleeping Giant,
and then on to notorious leader Douglas Latchford.

To find artefacts, Lion and his gang traveled the country’s remote temple sites, using metal
detectors and metal rods to locate buried objects. Stone statues that were too large to be
transported were broken into fragments and later repaired by conservators in the network.
The looters were compensated a few hundred dollars in Thai Baht or with metal detector
batteries or cows.

Near the end of his life, Lion provided extensive testimony on stolen artifacts, recalling in
startling detail the location, position, and condition of objects he had found and how they
were transported across the border.

[~ \
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2 SALISBURY ROAD, MANOR PARK, LONDON E12 6AB Tel: 020 8514 4732
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BIRTHDAYS, ARANGETRAM & MORE
660158 61 1pITE 8 (6TH 8 (HLD 2_650T6),
LI6VEITIT 6U6M &S (6THLD GCIFI1g)

(AP (AP - ANTRT YT

L //’-F
020 3689 2798 @ 020 8554 4120 €

LFORD BRANCH - 96 CranhrookRoad Ilford, Essex, 1G1 4ANH
NEWBURY PARK BRANCH - 4 Central Parade, Ley Street, Ilford, Essex, IG2 7DE

WWW.BANANALEAFUK.CO.UK

INFO@BANANALEAFUK.CO.UK II;?%LNL:I\KULSEAF N
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“Ammanai Saran Addainthal Athika Varam Peralam”

SHRI KANAGA THURKKAI AMMAN (HINDU) TEMPLE TRUST
Founded on 10-08- 1991 Charity No: 1014409
5 CHAPEL ROAD LONDON W13 9AE. TEL: 020 8810 0835/020 8840 0485

www.ammanealing.org Email: info@ammanealing.org
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We will be provudmg Photos & Vadeo of the event to you

Bank Details: SKTA Temple Trust
LLOYDS BANK | SORT CODE: 30-98-91| ACCOUNT NO: 06905358
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Saiva Munnetta Sangam (UK)

“Community Service Through Saiva (Hindu) Concern”
2 Salisbury Road, Manor Park, London E12 6AB.
Tel : 020 8514 4732 Fax: 01268 561805

www.saivamunnettasangam.com

smsukinfo@gmail.com

Registered Charity No: 292085

MEMBERSHIP FORM ‘

Title Home Phone

First Name Mobile No

Surname Email ID

Address Membership D Annual £15.00 D Life £150.00

Town For online payments to Saiva Munnetta Sangam (UK)

Lloyds Bank A/c Number : 00373079

Post code Sort Code : 30-90-80

| wish to become a member of the Saiva Munnetta Sangam (UK) and enclose herewith cash/ cheque / made online payment

for£ .....coocveveeevenen.. Members are entitled to receive our information emails, Thoranam and Kalasam quarterly magazine.
Date Signature of the Applicant

ﬂfﬁ‘ wid it

Use Gift Aid and you can make your donation worth more. For every pound you give to us, we get an extra
0.25 pence from Inland Revenue, helping your donation go further with no extra cost to you. This means that
£15.00 donation can be turned into £18.75 and £150.00 donation can be turned into £187.50 just so long as

donations are made through Gift Aid.

By ticking (\) the box under the headed ‘Gift Aid’, I confirm that I am a UK Income or Capital Gains
taxpayer. I have read this statement and want Saiva Munnetta Sangam UK to reclaim tax on the donation,
given on the date shown. I understand that I must pay an amount of Income Tax and'or Capital Gains Tax in
the tax year at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities and CASCs I donate to, will reclaim on my
gifis for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand
the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have given.

For Official Use

Receipt No

Pay in slip No

Date Banked

Membership No

Membership Starts

Membership Ends

Approved Executive Committee

Introduced by

President

Hon. General Secretary

Membership Secretary
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Pride in Greatness
Siglsmy: 98 @meir: 978
Chapter: 98 Kural: 978

uefluyomd eraimid GLimen Fmienio
Siefluomd Getener aflwibg

Meaning: Greatness always bows in dignified modesty;
meanness revels in self- acclaimed vanity.
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In the heaven, the so called divine world, there were two talented veena (Yazh) players.
One was Narathar and the other — Thumburu.

Narathar performed his instrumental music in Sri Vaikunda, while Thumburu performed the
same in Kailash. Once, an argument arose between the two, as of the two, who the better
player of the Veena was.

They wanted to take this question to Lord Shiva and settle the argument. Both of them set
out on their journey to meet Lord Shiva. On the way to Kailas, there was a dense forest. On
entering the forest, both of them heard a chantng, that went, “Jai Sree Ram”, “Jai Sree Ram”.
It was loud and clear.

They were surprised to hear Rama namam coming from a dense forest and went inside to
investigate as to where it was coming from.

There, they saw Anjaneyar, sitting on a small rock and chanting “Jai Sree Ram”

They went near and bowed to Anjaneyar. ‘Oh! The two great yazh performers! Welcome.
Where are you going together?’ Hanuman asked.

They explained to Hanuman, that they have an argument about who the better player was
between the two of them and going to Kailash to meet Shiva. Lord Shiva will resolve the
dispute.

‘it's a good competition of course! Can you both please play your veenas for me?’ asked
Hanuman.
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They both obliged and played the veena one after the other.
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‘Both of you are excellent performers. Now, | like to play music on your veena. Can 1? ‘ asked
Hanuman. He then began to play veena.

The whole world froze and became still on Hanuman’s music! The rock in which Hanuman
was seated, began to melt and flow.

Narathar and Thumburu felt ashamed of themselves.

‘Even the rock melts with Hanuman’s music, Who are we when compared to him?’ they
thought. ‘Despite this extraordinary talent, Hanuman does not show any arrogance and
instead, he is very humble and polite. We have to learn this lesson from him.’ they thought
and regretted for themselves.

After sometime, Hanuman stopped playing music and kept the veena on the rock which had
already started solidifying by which the veena got stuck in it.

Hanuman said, ‘Hello, hermits! You can play your veena again. For whose music this rock
melts again, he would be the better of the two! So, you don’t need to go to Shiva and
disturb him for this issue’.

Both Naratha and Thumburu bowed Hanuman and touched his feet.

‘Oh! Lord! Your music has touched our conscience. Everything is God’s grace. He is the
only one within us! Our arrogance vanished. There will be no more arguments between us’
they told.

‘Arrogance is bad, even though it appears to provide greatness to you, actually it doesn’t
Humbleness and politeness would be the best for anybody. Realise this and praise God
with your music’.

Hanuman advised both sages.
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SAIVA SCHOOL OF HINDUISM

(By late S. Shivapathasundaram B.A)

CHAPTER 4

GOD

(continued from last issue)
The Contemplation of God:

Receiving these five invaluable gifts from God, our sense of gratitude would ordinarily fill
our minds with thoughts of Him. But we hardly ever think of Him. This is due to an error in
our way of living. We have been used to regard the world and the body as ultimate realities
and have fixed our thoughts on these. We find it hard to extricate our thoughts and use them
for the attainment of real bliss.

But there have been men who have realised the evanescence of the world and the
eternal bond of God's Love and found real joy in it.

A Saiva Saint, addressing God, says, “O, giver of peace, you gave me yourself and got me
in return. Who is the cleverer of the two? | got endless bliss from you. What did you get in
return? O master, who has made a temple of my heart, O Siva, abiding at Thiruperunthurai,
O Father, O Lord, who has taken possession of my body, to you | am no equal as an article
of barter".

FhSSIN Saimad Osremi Osar seamena;
amisgr ioarCeor Fgyi?

Qb3 0wrer mleveor e GlLmHCmest
wirgyb QuppOsrer Germed?

fpmaCuw Caruiled Gsmeniend GlLiHLome
SlpLi@ump  grempuwern FeuCe!

apmaCu mer o Lellm Glsmewmui!

wrrangn dlCammiamsd wrGm

(Thiruvachakam by Manivachakar)

Things of the world do not give us joy unmixed with grief. Our dearest friend raises sorrow
by his inevitable absence from our company or by becoming a prey to misfortunes. But
God’s Love is ever with us and undergoes no change to grieve us. The highest earthly love
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known to us is that of a mother, and therefore it is natural and appealing to us to conceive
God’s Love as a perfect mother. The thought of this unceasing endless store of love, ever
with us, helping us, cheering us, and illuminating us, should fill us with ecstatic joy.

Another Saiva Saint says, “As | quietly and calmly contemplated God’s Love with real de-
votion, there issued forth a higher form of joy. On the day | tasted it, sugar seemed bitter and
fresh honey tasted extremely sour”

Gupbenuid yasdlai FnCpered srédlam Cueans OClsmmiens
aflpbd @ogenen Guuiwea ameaiGlosbev Goedev ayeiTen
SIGLB Sy wrabss Sssls SPlbs e

smbLb FiuisgE CepCsaib yalssps mess giGa

(Kanthar Alangaram by Arunagirinathar)

When Love of God is with us, the loss of worldly possessions would be nothing to us.
Despair in this world would be impossible. Sorrow or grief would find no room.
Fearlessness and joy would reign in our hearts. A saint says, “We are not the slaves of
anyone. We are not afraid of death. We are free from woes and sorrows. We have no guile.
We are above all things. We know no diseases. We shall not bow to anything. It is all joy with
us, never sorrow. We are slaves of one who is no slave of anyone. We are eternally bound
to Him."

BIOTIEGm &QuedGerd Boemer wiehGFmid
BI&5Sl0 @ rCmbd prevev wiledGevmd
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STOTTSHGB! (HIQUIGLEVTSH SHEITGMLD UITENET
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(Thiruthandakam by Appar)
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He further says, "Seeing that He who made the universe and found joy in it resides in my
heart as mother, father, and brother, what cares can | have? He is the friend of His devotees.
He of Tirupatiripulyur has always been the invisible companion of those who contemplate
Him.”

repren wrewers Ospamsujwor wrer Caramlemymul
APSIDT WVSBLD LI SSIFH STRIOMS SiaTall(hdHe
geiprer Gewweujs s Sl LTSIl Ledluyid
Caraiprs gmeamwr ullmhseaiar merang CuimmisensCs

(Thevaaram by Appar)

The contemplation of God is far more precious than even the five invaluable gifts of God's
Love. Making worldly possessions valueless, contemplation frees us from pride and lust;
giving bliss, it takes off anger, hatred,and jealousy; taking us to God, it gives us mother,
father, brother and friend, inseparable from us, and causes the flow of a never-failing
fountain of joy.

Even if God’s love were not required, for the evolution of the material universe, itis necessary
to cleanse our hearts, to ennoble us, and perfect us. No earthly power can make such a
strong appeal to our feelings and uplift the soul in the way that divine contemplation can do.
All the attempts that society makes to this end are as the light of a glow worm before the
mid-day sun. Divine conemplation is the highest moral lever, besides being an end by itself.

If we can contemplate God with all love and let His Love dominate our minds, the thought
of God will come to us of itself in whatever business we may be engaged, sanctify every one
of our acts, and make our lives sublime and holy.
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Tel: 020 8799 7180

mail@rubyscatering.co.uk | www.rubyscatering.co.uk
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OPENING HOURS : MON - SAT (10.30 AM - 6.30 PM). SUNDAY (11.30 AM - 6.30 PM)




