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Editorial

We are publishing this journal of the Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys’ Association (Colombo)
after a long period of time. At the annual general meetings in 1999 and 2000, members expressed
the view that we should publish a journal. We are glad that this is becoming a reality.

There is a genuine need for such a journal, to record for posterity what the OBA has been
doing and also keep the old boys now spread all over the world informed of events in Sri Lanka.
There was a risk that sincere work done will get forgotten and erased with time. Two old boys,
Mr. S. Gunaratnam who held office for 10 years as President of OBA Colombo and Mr.
W.S.Senthilnathan who was an active old boy and President of the Jaffna OBA and has held
office in the Colombo OBA as Treasurer for 10 years, were invited to put on record some of the
work done during their periods of office. We are very happy that one contribution is from one of
the oldest old boys, Prof T. Sivapragasapillai, born in 1910, who has received his entire secondary
education at JHC, from 1915 to 1927. Another gem from the past is the vision of Principal A.
Cumaraswamy published in the Diamond Jubilee Carnival and Exhibition Souvenir in 1951. A
coloured upto date map, showing the buildings and the slowly expanding playground, is the cen-
tre spread of this journal. We hope that old boys and other well wishers will find this journal
useful and interesting.

The Colombo OBA has formed an Editorial Board with the following members:
Dr. T. Somasekaram, Mr. A. Kathiravelupillai, Mr. S. Sivaraja, Dr. V. Ambalavanar and
Mr. P. Parameswaran. We have only done very light editing - looking into facts, page arrangement
etc. The views expressed in the articles ate those of the authors.



JHC 1915 - 1927 As Remembered in September 2000

One of my earliest memories is of the Saraswathy
Pooja of 1915, conducted with the picture of
Saraswathy on the platform with the school crest.
The vice-principal Sabaratnasinghe directed the
proceedings. He was handsomely dressed in only
a verty and shawl. He would usually wear a close
coat to school and the scout uniform on scouting
days. All of us, new boys stood on the floor of the
hall round the school crest and the Saraswathy
picture on the platform. The priest took my right
hand and made me write the alphabet with the index
finger on the sand spread over the platform and
also pronounce the letters.

The school examinations on the three R’s by the
education department were held at age eight. As
we went to higher classes, boys from distant homes
joined us. Many of them helped their parents water
their farms every morning before walking to school.
Buses were unknown and the roads were dusty with
no tar coating. Most of the boys had been to Tamil
schools and were good at arithmetic but no
knowledge of English; some of them had their
mid-day meal at five cents per head with thosai at
one cent each. Some of them paid twelve cents
per head for a rice and curry meal at the school
dining room. There were fifty beds in the dormitory
for boys from distant places like Mullaitivu, Point
Pedro and the small islands.

Nevins Selvadurai was the principal and as he wore
the turban always, was noticed at a distance, over
the heads of the others. He was a Christian, had
graduated from Madras and knew all the Hindu
epics and the meaning of all the thevarams. He
was awarded a JP and later an MBE. On these
occasions, he was taken in procession from the
railway station to the school reception. He retired
about 1925. A new science laboratory with a small
gas plant was built during his time.

We had practical examinations in Chemistry and
Physics for the Junior and Senior Cambridge.
Teacher Kulasingam taught chemistry and would
punish himself whenever the boys were
mischievous. Teacher Sivapragasam taught physics

By Prof T. Sivapragasapillai

and won a prize in a Jigs-cartoon competition.
Teacher Sangarapillai taught Latin and could write
Latin passages from memory. We studied British
and not Ceylon history. Teacher Nagalingam told
us that the Black Hole of Calcutta was not true.
Teacher Kathirgamanathan selected a few of us and
taught us extra subjects like English Literature and
Higher Mathematics, free of any fee, after school
hours.

The sixth form for the Cambridge Senior or London
Matriculation examinations was the highest class
in the school and the total number of students in
the whole school was about four hundred and fifty
(450).

Saravanamuttu MA, MSc also taught us at the
school for sometime but went over to a new school,
Parameshwara College, started by Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan. Many Hindu college
boys also went over to Parameshwara College when
it was started.

There was no playground near the school and we
had to go to the esplanade where the present Jaffna
library stands. Bioscope tents and circus tents were
also erected here at times and there was not even
one (silent) film cinema in Jaffna. The Trinity
college cricket team visited us once and they wore
plantain leaves under their hats to keep themselves
cool! We played inter-school cricket and football
matches regularly. When we won a match, we
returned from the esplanade to the school, via the
grand bazaar and KKS road shouting and making
much noise in a happy mood. Whenever we lost,
we returned home quietly along Chemma Street.
Members of the school team were given “ulutham
kali” and ‘vadai’ before the matches. Boys staged
scenes from Shakespeare and Ramayana once a
year. Some of the big boys went by boat to the
Islands and collected green leaves to decorate the -
hall on special occasions. . Vice-principal
Sabaratnasinghe acted as principal for about one
year after Principal Nevins Selvadurai retired.
During my last year a theosophist Scotsman W A



Troupe was principal. He was fond of teaching
Robert Burns’ and other Scottish poems.

Tamil pundit and Vidwan teachers were not much
respected by most boys. One exception, teacher
Ponniah, held our attention by relating
Vickramaathiththan and other epics. We did
scouting after school hours and teacher
Muttukumaru MA objected to this, calling it
colonial propaganda. Instead he taught us Kolaatam
and other national games. Teacher Muttukumaru
also objected to the book “What a young boy ought
to know” selected by the acting-principal as a prize
book for me.

As a boy scout I went to Colombo to see the Prince

of Wales (later Edward VIII) but was disappointed
as we had only a glimpse of him as he passed the
streets lined with scouts. I enjoyed the second trip
to Colombo to the Boy Scout jamboree at the
Battenberg battery at Mutwal. Some of us spent
extra time before and after school and during the
lunch hour, to run upstairs and downstairs, taking
four or five steps at a time, chasing and catching
one another. Only a few of us could negotiate the
narrow circular stairs at the two ends of the hall.

Electricity was not available in Jaffna and we used
table lamps, hurricane lamps and petromax lamps
with kerosene oil. Telephones were available only
without a dial, and connected to the operator who
could connect two local subscribers only.

ERESDETOBDLTDEDLODETDODE

Copy of Invitation Card by JHC OBA (Colombo) for the Golden Jubilee Dinner held at the YMCA Colombo on 9 November
1940. This card was given to the OBA byProf Sivapragasapillai who was the Hony. Secretary in 1940. (Note the original JHC
Logo with a seated Saraswathy. We are unable to trace how and when the Logo was changed to have a standing Saraswathy)



The Principal Speaks

(This article by Principal A. Cumaraswamy is reproduced from the Souvenir and Guide published for
the Diamond Jubilee Carnival between 2™ and 13" May 1951)

Of the ‘big’ schools in the North, the Jaffna Hindu
College is the youngest. She is just sixty, while the
others have had their centenary celebrations.

The beginnings of her history are inextricably
intertwined with the religious revival that began about
the close of the last century. It was unfortunate that
disgusting religious bitterness then prevailed caused
by the ignorance of the Christian missions which used
education as a means of converting the ‘heathen’ to
the ‘true religious faith’. That bitterness has happily
faded away now, the missions having learnt the
meaning of other religious faiths from the ‘heathens’
and their ways of life. The Jaffna Hindu College can
now well afford to forget the cause of her origin and
proudly be a member of the comity of schools that
are serving the cause of education in the Island.

The Celebrations

The Jubilee Celebrations, the date of the
commencement of which happily synchronises with
the Foundation Day of the College, take the form of
an All-Ceylon Industrial Rally and Carnival, which
includes several exhibits of great educative value.
Hence our Carnival should not be dismissed as mere
fun and frolic appealing merely to frivolous minds,
as some rather puritanically minded people might be
inclined to do.

On the contrary, this Carnival has evoked a lot of
thinking and planning; has fostered in many an old
boy love of and loyalty to the institution; has been a
stimulus for students and teachers, old boys and well-
wishers, to co-operate and work together actuated by
no material benefit but merely by the pleasure they
derive from the feeling that they are working for the
continued prosperity and progress of the premier
Hindu College in Ceylon.

It is only those directly connected with the
organisation of the Carnival who can realise how
fortunate the Hindu College is in having a number of
alumni to whom such occasions are more opportunities
to be of service to their good old school. At every
carnival in the past such old boys came in plenty; but
the Diamond Jubilee is unique in this respect and

breaks all records. I do not mention the names of these
old boys, for I know they would not like my doing so.
They prefer to remain as anonymous as the ‘unknown
warrior’, and all the more honour to them! Thus, when
carnivals provide occasions to evoke the best and the
noblest in men, they need hardly be decried.

The Programme

Beyond the celebrations, we have a large programme
to cover.

It is distressing to note that the school has lived these
sixty years without a temple worthy to influence the
lives of the students. The building of a temple is now
in progress and the Nataraja image to be installed
therein is awaiting transport from Chithamparam.

There are yet many more things to do. The workshop
equipment is yet incomplete, the playing field, hardly
enough for one team to play in, must expand to at
least twice its present size; the present dining hall,
inadequate and unseemly, is to be replaced with a
larger, better and more dignified one; and the Jubilee
Block awaits completion. The Primary Department
needs to be housed in separate premises to avoid
congestion and permit more efficient organisation and
administration.

When these objectives are reached, the old building,
which formerly served as the Principal’s quarters, will
have to disappear to make room for the extension of
the College Quadrangle, and the main entrance of the
College, which is now on the traffic laden K.K.S. Road
- facing ugly boutiques, has to be shifted to a point on
the quiet and peaceful College Road between the
Jubilee Block and the old premises. When these
materialise, the main blocks of the old premises can
become the hostels and the dormitories can be used
to house the science laboratories.

Such a transfer will I believe, fit beautifully into the
new scheme on the programme.

And Yet
After all this is done, there will yet be a feeling of
something lacking -somethingthat it is difficult to give




the school in its present site, in its present environment
that intangible something that one senses in an
atmosphere of studious activity in a religious setting,
is well-nigh hard to create in this cramped area.
Nevertheless, it is a wonder how so much is being
done under such limitations.

And Next

What then is the remedy? Though I have written on it
elsewhere, it needs repetition once again.

It is common knowledge that it is almost impossible
for the Jaffna Hindu College, situated as it is in a
congested area and hemmed in on three sides by the
King’s highway, to expand and create a better and a
healthier environment. Therefore, it strikes me that
the only way the Hindus in Ceylon can best realise

the objective the original founders of this premier
institution had before them is to establish a purely
boarding school in a site where acquisition of land is
no problem. It will then be possible to found a school
colony where teachers and students will live together
to their mutual advantage. The colony will hum with
life and learning and educating will be a source of

joy.

I hope this will not be dismissed as a fantastic dream,
for it is not, after all, impracticable in a land where
education is an ‘industry’ with its people and where
there is a great awakening for the promotion of the
Hindu religion and the Thamil language.

I commend this idea as one well worth endeavouring
to realise, for then ours will be a college functioning
in accordance with the hope of its founders that it be
a place where the student will learn to love and love
to learn
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Our Alma Mater — Some Rambling Thoughts

During the first half of the 19" century the Christian
Missionaries who landed in Sri Lanka found Jaffna
more amenable than the rest of country and hence
started building schools there. Jaffna College,
called the Batticotta Seminary, was the first English
school to be founded in Sri Lanka and the second
was Christian College, Kotte in the Colombo
District, though some in the south would prefer it
to have it the other way. Then, later in the century
many schools sprang up in the peninsula, like the
Jaffna Central College, Hartley College, St. John’s
College and St. Patrick’s College, to name a few.
When Uduvil Girls’ school was started they found
it difficult to get students and in order to attract
them the school authorities offered to give the

students Rs.100 and a saree when they leave school.

As a result, no doubt, Jaffna had been leading in
the field of education and during the English
colonial days a good percentage of the employees
in the government, whether it be doctors, engineers
or even clerical servants, were Tamils.
Simultaneously there was also the gradual but
steady process of conversion taking place. This
led to a Hindu re-awakening led by the great
reformer, Srila Sri Arumuga Navalar and a group
of leading dynamic personalities held in high
esteem at that time like Mr. Williams Nevins
Muttucumaru Sithamparapillai, Advocate
Nagalingam, Justice Chellappapillai, Mr.S.T.M.
Pasupathi Chettiar, Hon. A. Sabapathy and Mr. V.
Casipillai. They formed the Saiva Paripalana
Sabhai, started the journals The Hindu Organ and
the Inthu Sathanam and above all mooted the idea
of opening a Hindu English schooi. They strove
hard and succeeded in forming> one and thus was

born the Jaffna Hindu College in the year 1889.
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W.S. Senthilnathan, Attorney at Law

During the 110 years of its existence the school
grew up by leaps and bounds under the able
guidance of great and devoted principals like Mr.
Nevins Selvadurai, Mr.W.A. Troupe, Mr.V.A.
Venkatraman, Mr. A. Cumaraswamy, Mr.V.M.
Asaipillai and Mr. C. Sabaratnam. Consequently,
though younger than some of the Christian schools,
it was the first to be elevated to the status of a
national school in Jaffna.

In the Special Centenary Souvenir published by the
OBA Colombo in 1994, I have given some random
reminiscences of my student life at the College and
hence I would now like to deal with my extra-
student relationship with our Alma Mater. 1 was
involved with the Jaffna OBA for a number years,
as its Secretary, Vice-President and President and
later as Treasurer, OBA Colombo for ten years.
Anybody associated with Jaffna Hindu College in
any capacity can be proud of such association.
Perhaps it was for this reason that the great
principals, Mr. A. Cumaraswamy and Mr.V.M.
Asaipillai chose to take up appointments in the
College when they could have easily carved a niche
in their own professions, the former being a

barrister and the latter, an engineer.

It was for this reason again that once when the post
Mr.E.

Sabalingam, an old boy, who was already the

of principal of the College fell vacant,

Principal of Jaffna Central College wanted to
become the principal of Jaffna Hindu and retire as
such. Mr.P.S. Cumaraswamy, another old boy, who
was a member of the College staff for many years
and was serving as Principal of Karainagar Hindu
College at that time, also aspired to become the
principal of our Coliege.



Whenever there were two or more aspirants for the
post of principal, it had always been the policy of
the OBA to sponsor a suitable old boy, if there is
one among the aspirants. But in this instance, there
were two and both were old boys who had excelled
in sports too. So the Jaffna OBA Committee was
in a dilemma and after great deliberation it decided
to support the former as he was more senior in age
and would retire in a few years and thereafter the
latter could succeed him. PS was highly
disappointed with this decision and was displeased
with many members of the OBA committee who,
including myself who was then the Secretary, were
his friends. But anyhow in a few years when Mr.
Sabalingam retired, PS became Principal with great
enthusiasm and high hopes of achieving a lot during
his tenure. He did strive hard and had won the hearts
of the teachers and the students alike. He spent long
hours even after school both in the office and in
the grounds and the school was regaining its former
status in the field of education as well as in other

activities.

The OBA Colombo was a little inactive at that time
and he was instrumental in reactivating it drawing
into the Committee leading personalities like
Justice Sharvananda and Mr. Shiva Pasupati. With
their initiative the OBA Colombo succeeded in
obtaining a donation of Rupees one million from
the President’s fund for completing the Science
Block adjoining Cumaraswamy Hall. When the
Science Block was completed the Colombo OBA
wanted it to be opened by Mr.J.R. Jayawardana who
was at that time running for the Presidential
election for a second term in office. But the OBA
in Jaffna was totally opposed to the idea arguing
that if that was done, the damage that might be
caused to the College would be more than a million
rupees. This brought about a certain amount of
displeasure between the OBA Colombo and the

Principal.
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PS also protested strongly against the red tape that
was prevalent in the Education Department, which
obstructed his attempts to fulfil his ambitions in
developing the school. As a result he developed a
sense of frustration and decided to retire
prematurely. On his retirement the students and
teachers took him in a long procession from the

school to his residence at Uduvil.

I was unanimously elected President of the OBA
for the centenary year in 1989 during the IPKF
occupation. At the first committee meeting we
discussed our programme for the year and even
though it was not advisable to put up buildings at
that time, we decided to construct the Gnana
Vairavar Temple at the place where it is now. The
temple, which was housed temporarily at the back
of the compound besides the kitchen and close to
the toilets, had been there almost permanently and
so top priority was given to the temple project as it
was hanging fire for several years. We had a raffle
and collected two lakhs of rupees for the project
during those hard times in Jaffna, completed the
temple building and had the Kumbabishekam on a
grand scale with three days’ celebrations in the
open air with music recitals, Paddimanram and
what not. A gathering of several hundreds of people
at such a function in the pleasant evenings was a
sight that had not been seen for some years in
Jaffna. I would like to mention here, most
unwillingly of course, that some raffle tickets that
were sent to the OBA Colombo were returned intact

after a few weeks without a single ticket being sold.

When the IPKF arrived in Jaffna in 1987 they had
ordered all the residents of the town to vacate their
homes and to take shelter in one of four camps set
up for the purpose and one of the camps was Jaffna
Hindu College. Most of the families down my road
had’gone to the camp but I was reluctant to leave
my house and go. But after about two days we too
were compelled to move as the sight and the sound

of the shells fired from the Jaffna fort passing our



house was terrifying. Finally, my wife, daughter
and I moved to the College camp and we were
accommodated in the hostel building. I was very
happy because I had achieved in a small way my
long cherished desire to live in the hostel at least
for a few days which chance I never had before.
One midnight a shell fired by the IPKF came and
fell in the College quadrangle with a huge
thundering sound but we were not so scared as we
were in a large company of people around us.
Fortunately no one died in the mishap.

The following day, however, the Brigadier came
to the College and apologised to us for the incident,
which he said, was due to some mistake. We were
in all about five thousand people in the college
buildings without adequate food and toilet
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facilities. One day the Brigadier sent word that he
would meet us all the following day to discuss our
condition; immediately a committee was formed
with me as secretary to list our urgent requirements
to be presented to the Brigadier. The following day
he came and discussed all the matters relating to
our living conditions in the camp and promised to
take steps to meet our urgent needs. At the end he
said in a lighter vain “Your college doesn’t produce
doctors or engineers; it produces tigers”. His
promise was not kept but anyhow those few days
we spent in the camp, though with great
shortcomings and inconvenience, were really very
happy days during which we gained a lot of
experience and made friends, days, which we can

never forget in our life.



JHC OBA (Colombo)
Executive Committee 2000/2001

Standing (L-R) M/s S. Thayalan (C), G. Prabaharan (C), T. Sivagnanaranjan (Asst. Treasurer),
P. Arulrajasingam (Asst. Secretary), A. Kathiravelupillai (C), P. Ananthalingam (C), V. Sivanesan (C),
S.S. Ratnasabapathy (C), U. Jeyatheepan (C), S. Sivasampavan (C), Dr. N. Kumaraguruparan (C) and
C. Kathiravelu (C),

Seated (L-R) M/s S. Raghavan (VP), T. Satchithanandan (VP), W. S. Kiruparatnam (VP),
V. Sabanayagam (VP), Dr. V. Ambalavanar (VP), S. Gunaratnam (Patron),
Dr. T. Somasekaram  (President), N. Saravapavananthan (Patron), S. Thillanadarajah (VP),
Dr. M. Kopalasuntharam (C), M.N. Asokan (Hony. Secretary) and P. Parameswaran (Hony. Treasurer).

Excuses:  Patrons Hon. S. Sharvananda, V. Kailasapillai, W.S.Senthilnathan, Mr. A. Srikumaran (Principal) and
Dr. S. Sivalingam (VP). [C =Committee Member, VP= Vice President ]

AGM - July 2000

Mr. Siva Pillai from UK making a presentation about
Tamil Inayam. Seated: Dr. T. Somasekaram, M.N.Asokan
and W. S.Senthilnathan

AGM - July 2000

Patron Hon. S. Sharvananda awarding a special gold medal
to A. Elankumaran who came first in the country in the
GCE (AL) 1999 scoring 374 marks out ofa possible 400.
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JHC Prize Giving - July 1999

A young student lighting the oil lamp. Looking
on are Chief Guest Dr. T. Somasekaram,
President, OBA (Colombo), Vice Principal
P. Maheswaran, Principal A. Srikumaran,
N. Vithyatharan, Secretary, OBA (Jaffna) and
S. Krishnakumar Teacher in-Charge (Computer
Education)
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Prize Giving - 1999

Cumaraswamy Hall overflowing with a crowd ranging
from young students in Grade 6 to old boys in their
70's. The prize giving was conducted with clockwork
precision and rivaled a university function.

Prize Giving - 1999

Mrs. Somasekaram awarding a prize.
Mr. Krishnakumar in the centre

1999 - Receiving books donated by Asia
Foundation.

(L-R) Dr. V. Ambalavanar, M.N.Asokan, Marke
Reade McKenna, Representative, Asia
Foundation, Dr. T. Somasekaram, Yogendra
Duraiswamy and Anton Nallathamby, Librarian,
Asia Foundation




Period 1988 to 1998
Review of Activities of the JHC OBA (Colombo)

By. S. Gunaratnam (President J.H.C. OBA Colombo Branch)

I was unanimously chosen as President of J.H.C.
OBA Colombo Branch at the annual General
Meeting held in mid June in 1988 under the
presidenthsip of Hon. Siva Pasupathy, the then
Attorney General who was the outgoing President.
Mr. Satchithananthasivam, Attorney- at- Law was
elected as General Secretary. Inspite of the fact
that attendance at committee meetings were rather
poor, we continued to function, as at least some
past students had shown continued interest. Among
them, I should mention the names of Messrs V.
Sabanayagam, P. Karalasingham and S.R.
Vigneswaran and the late Dr. K. Velauthapillai who
chose to attend these meetings regularly.

The Association was kept alive due to the effort
these past students and especially with the
assistance given by Dr. K. Velauthapillai, whose
residence address served as the postal address of
the OBA and it is because of his genorosity of
providing his office at Sarawathie Hall as the venue
for the meetings of the O.B.A. Even though it
was not possible to meet every month, we met at
least once in three months and discussed the
progress made by the college in various fields of
activities . Mr. S. Satchithananthasivam, the
General Secretary at the time was in constant touch
with the college authorities and also visited the
college whenever he went to Jaffna. The credit
for all activities, even though limited, goes to Mr.
S. Satchithananthasivam and Mr. P. Karalasingham
and Dr. Velauthapillai. If not for their untiring
effort it could not have been possible to keep the
OBA Branch as a continuing body.

Mr. Satchithnanthasivam, the General Secretary
expired in 1991. At the Annual General Meeting
held in the same year, the meeting summoned by
me as President in the absence of the Hon.
Secretary, [ was re-elected as President with Mr.
S.R. Vigneswaran as Hon. General Secretary. The
major event during this time was the restoration
and reconstruction of the Gnanavairavar Temple
in the court yard of the college quadrangle. I was
then the Secretary, Ministry of Regional
Development, Hindu Culture and Tamil Affairs and
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Mr. M. Rasanayagam another old boy and S.L.A.S
officer was the Director of Tamil Affairs. We
contributed Rs. 75,000/= towards the re-building
or the Gnanavairavar Temple from the Ministry
funds at the behest of Mr. Vigneswaran and Mr.
M. Rasanayagam. An English typewriter was
presented by me to the college through Mr. M.
Panchalingam, Govt Agent Jaffna another
illustrious old boy of the college. During the tenure
of office of S.R. Vigneswaran arrangements were
made to present sports goods and cricket material
out of collection made by Mr. Vigneswaran. The
OBA Colombo staged a cultural programme at
Saraswathie Hall and also celebrated the Vijaya
Dasami pooja at the Vinayagar Temple in the
premises of the Bambalapitiya Hindu college in
October 1993. This celebration has subsequently
been continued as an annual feature. Rs. 50,000
was presented to meet the expenses by the late Mr.
S. Ganeswaran, Chartered Accountant and an old
boy of the college. Through the good efforts of
Mr. P. Karalasingham . Due to the effort of Mr.
S.R. Vigneswaran the membership of the OBA was
increased and new vigour and conciousness were
created-among the old boys especially, among the
class mates and professional colleagues of Mr. S.R.
Vigneswaran.

The Musical show organised by the OBA in
October 1994 culminated as a result of the new
vigour shown in the activities. Atthe A.G.M. that
was held on 15.10.1995, the President Mr. S.
Gunaratnam in his address summed up the newly
identified objectives by the OBA and briefed the
achievements as follows:

1. Historically the college, students, teachers and
the old boys have gone through, good active periods
and difficult periods. Recent years have been
difficult to every one.

2. The OBA has been kept going during recent
times through the untiring efforts of Dr. K.
Velauthapillai and Mr. S.R. Vigneswaran and we
should ever be thankful to their efforts.



3. The development of JHC was and is very much
dependent on the efforts of all concerned,
especially the old boys. These took the form of
direct participation and making available one’s
personal service as well as mobilisation of financial
and other resources.

4. In this regard commendable initiatives came from
the younger group of the O.B.A. (Colombo)
especially M/s. Umapalan, Gowrishankar,
Mayurathan and Ravichandran in the form of a
proposal to invite Padmabushan Dr. K.J. Jesudas
for a musical evening in Colombo. This was
approved by the O.B.A. (Colombo) and a number
of old boys contributed towards the initial expenses
through advances, almost all of which were
eventually converted to donations by those
concerned. For about 5 months during early 1994,
the OBA (Colombo) and well wishers worked very
hard towards the successful conduct of the musical
evening on 23rd July 1994 at the Sugadadasa
Stadium under the distinguished patronage of
Deshamanya Hon. S. Sharvananda.

5. The OBA also released a special Centenerary
souvenior at the musical evening. The souvenir was
edited by Dr. V. Ambalavanar, former Additional
Secretary to the President, Several well wishers and
distinguished old boys attended the musical
evening and helped to collect messages, articles
and advertisement for the souvenior. The presence
of Mr. A.S. Kanagaratnam, a Senior Teachcr at the
J.H.C in the 1940’s and ’50s marked the presence
of an epoc and era at the musical evening.

6. The President Mr. S. Gunaratnam made his
welcome speech tracing the beginning of the
college, the OBA Colombo and its attitudes and
contributions made and remembercd the
distinguished service rendered to the OBA
Colombo by its past presidents namely, Hon. V.
Sivasupramaniam retired Supreme Court Judge,
and by Hon. P. Siva Pasupathy the one time
Attorney-General of Sri Lanka.

7. The above programs resulted in the collection
of over Rs. 2,000,000/= (net).

8. These activities were made a success by the
untiring efforts of Messrs. S.R. Vigneswaran, Dr.
V. Amabalavanar, W.S.Kiruparatnam, T.
Satchithanantham, Dr. N. Vignarajah. M.N.
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Asokan, S. Raghavan, P. Arulrajasingam, P.
Parameswaran, P. Karalasingham, C. Kathiravelu,
V. Sabanayagam and K. Neelakandan and
especially the interest shown towards the projects
by Hon. S. Sharvananda and Mr. V. Kailasaspillai.
Their untiring efforts spending their own funds for
personal travelling and expenses, the sleepless
nights and their precious time devoted cannot be
measured in terms of money nor can we express
our gratitude in full to them. The success and
achievement made entirely go to their credit and I
take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks
to every one of them. May Goddess Saraswathie,
the Goddess of Learning and much adored by
J.H.C. which carry her portrait in the college
emblem give her blessings to those people in full
measure.

9. Following these achievements, the OBA
Colombo also initiated the Jaffna Hindu College
Old Boys’ Trust Funds on the Vijaya Dasami day
on 7.10.1994. Mr. V. Kailasapillai, a distinguished
old boy who has shown his prowess in the
commercial world being The Deputy Chairman of
John Keells a highly successful private
establishment was invited to be the head of this
Trust. This was registered as a corporate body.
The other 19 Trustees were chosen carefully from
among distinguished old boys who have been
prominent in several fields. The Trust consisted
of very eminent personalities and was expected to
show leadership as a body consisting of mature and
experienced professionals.

10. The Trust successfully purchased 3 plots of
lands for the play ground expansion project of the
J.H.C which was identified as a priority project. It
also appointed a sub-Committee chaired by Dr. V.
Ambalavanar to draw up a corporate plan to support
the development of the college in the short, medium
and long run. The funds for the work of the Trust
were made available by the OBA from the proceeds
of the musical evening and old boys with old boys
with Mr. V.Kailasapillai himself leading the way
donated Rs. 100,000 and Mr. K. Nirmalan Rs.
100,000/=. The OBA and the Trust had a
celebration on Vijaya Dasami day on 3.10.1995
which also marked the completion of the first year
of the Trust. ‘

The deep appreciation of the OBA Colombo is
hereby placed on record for the invaluable services
referred to by name and to all others.



11. There were also instances where some have
failed to make good all the collections due and as
a result an unsettled balance was outstanding.
However, to save the good name or the OBA,
committee members on their own came forward to
settle these amounts in the region of Rs. 70,000/=
by their own contributions once again and the
accounts were fully settled once and for all to the
entire satisfaction of all concerned.

12. Dr. V. Ambalavanor in his short term plan also
identified the construction of a pavilion to the play
ground. In that event it was suggested the Hindu
College Lane that separated the college from the
Hindu Tamil School of old to be closed by request
to the Jaffna Municipal Council. This would be
possible only when the purchase of all the lands
for the expansion of the play ground are fully
completed.

13. The committee also addressed its attention on
the need to ensure that lands purchased were owned
by a body which is committed to the development
of the school on the clear underestanding that all
lands are used for the school activities. All
purchases out of the funds generated by the OBA
and the Trust Fund satisifed these conditions as they
have been registered in the name of the Trust. All
earlier purchases done in the name of the Principal
were to be transferred to the Trust and action
already initiated towards this end.

It will not be out of place to record here the persons
who formed the Committee consisted of almost all
the people who contributed to the success of all
activities undertaken during this period especially
in the context, that uptodate information of all past
activities of the OBA have either been lost or
forgotten.

They are as follows:-

Executive President - Mr. S. Gunaratnam

Patrons:- Hon. S. Sharvananda
Mr. V. Kailasapillai
Dr. K. Velauthapillai
Mr. N.A. Vaithilingam
Mr. K. Palakidner

Vice Presidents:
Mr. P. Karalasingham
Mr. W.S. Kiruparatnam
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Mr. V. Sabanayagam
Mr. R. Yoganathan
Mr. S. Raghavan

Mr. S.R. Vigneswaran
Mr. K. Arunasalam

Secretary - Dr. V. Ambalavanar

Asst. Secretary - Mr. M.N. Asokan
Treasurer - Mr. W.S. Senthilnathan
Asst. Treasurer - Mr. P. Parameswaran

Committee Members:
Mr. K. Neelakandan
Mr. S. Kugathasan
Mr. K. Sivapalan
Mr. V. Kanthasamy
Mr. S. Sathiaseelan
Mr. K. Raveendran
Mr. N.N. Abraham
Mr. S. Senthoorselvam
Mr. T. Sivathasan
Mr. M.R. Shanthakumar
Mr. S. Mayurathan
Mr. A. Palakidner
Mr. C. Kathiravelu
Mr. S. Saravanamuttu
Mr. N. Saravanapavananthan
Mr. T. Satchithananthan
Mr. P. Arulrajasingham
Mr. B. Ravichandran
Mr. S. Vaikuntham
Mr. N. Kumarakuruparan
Mr. T. Sivagnanaranjan

In the same AGM held on 15.11. 1995 the motion
to create a Trust Fund too was proposed and was
unanimously approved.

“The members of the Jaffna Hindu College Old
Boys’Association (Colombo) hereby resolve to
approve the actions taken by the out gooing
Executive Committee to set up the Jaffna Hindu
College Old Boys’ Trust with the following as
members:~

Mr. V. Kailasapillai President

Mr. W.S. Kiruparatnam (Hony. Secretary)
Mr. T. Satchithananthan (Hony. Treasurer)
Justice S. Sharvananda

Dr. K. Velauthapillai .

Dr. N. Vignarajah

Dr. V. Ambalavanar



Mr. S. Gunaratnam

Mr. P. Karalasingham
Mr. M.R. Shanthakumar
Mr. W. S. Senthilnathan
Mr. S.R. Vigneswaran
Mr. M.N. Asokan

Mr. S. Raghavan
President Executive OBA Colombo
Secretary OBA Colombo
Treasurer OBA Colombo
President OBA Jaffna
Principal J.H.C.

as a corporate body with perpetual succession to
work for the development of Jaffna Hindu College.
This was unanimously approved and the Trust came
into being.

Establishing Contacts with JHC OBA in other
countries.

It was during this period the OBA Colombo began
showing interest in the activities of the OBA in
London and in Toronto, Canada and established
contacts with these Branch Associations. The
President OBA Colombo sent a Felicitation
Message together with a copy of the photograph of
the OBA committee, Colombo to be published in
the Journal of the London OBA at their request.

Association of OBA of Schools in the North-East
Province.

With a common aim of unifying the activities of
the OBAA of this region efforts were initiated to
form the above Federation. OBA (Colombo)
nominated Dr. K. Velauthapillai,
Mr. S. Gunaratnam. Dr. V. Ambalavanar,
Mr. W.S. Senthilnathan, Mr. S.R. Vigneswarn as
nominees to represent the OBA. Subsequently, on
formation of the above Federation, our nominee
Dr. V. Ambalavanar was elected as its first
President and another old boy Mr. K. Arunasalam
as Hon. Secretary of the new Federation.

Purchase of Equipment for JHC

On the request of the Principal necessary science
and new office equipment were purchased and sent
to reach the college at the expense of the OBA
Colombo. AGM for 1997 took place on 5.1.1997.
There was a marked increase in attendance which
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indicated that the JHC OBA Colombo has gained
momentum in its activities and as a result old boys
have started to take more interest in its activities.
The President Mr. S. Gunaratnam while welcoming
the old Boys thanked them for their attendance and
for their enthusiasm towards the development of
the college . He expressed the need to purchase
some additional lands for the expansion of the play
ground and also stressed the need to construct the
proposed pavilion. The college was functioning
without a Principal and informed the meeting the
interest taken by the OBA Colombo towards
fulfilling that need. It was observed that from the
latter part of 1995 the college shifted to
Chavakachcheri as a result of the war and had
reverted back to its old premises at the time the
AGM took place. He also indicated the need to
replace items such as school furniture and
equipment and called upon the old boys both from
here and from abroad to come to the assistance of
the school in fulfilling this essential need. At the
AGM Mr. S. Gunaratnam was re-elected as
Executive President. Dr. V. Ambalavanar as Hon.
Secrfetary and W.S. Senthilnathan as Hon.
Treasurer. Almost all other office bearers were re-
elected to their respective  posts.
Dr. T. Somasekaram, a distinguished old boy was
present at this meeting and made valuable
suggestions.

(1) A sub-committee to be appointed to look into
the appointment of a permanent Principal and
submit a report to OBA, Colombo.

(2) Provision of facilities for Distance education.

(3) Provision of direct telephone and Internet
facilities for JHC.

Mr. Sivagnaratnam also made some proposals.
Among them (1) Publication of a Journal every six
months.  (2) Provision of essential equipment to
college.

(3) To meet members frequently and organise
cultural and social functions.

Mr. V. Sabanayagam suggested the need to present
the difficulties faced by the college before the
Ministry of Education and obtain additional
assistance as the school was an all island school .
To obtain Typewriters and other urgent
requirements through the assistance of the old boys.



Dr. K. Velauthapillai stressed the importance of
publishing the speech of Swami Vivekananda made
at the JHC as a centenary publication.

All the proposals were accepted and a decision was
made that the committee will study the feasibility
of implementing them and take suitable action.

A decision was also made to take suitable action
. to assist successful students at the Advanced Level
depending on their need. This was recommended
to the Trust for their consideration as suitable
proposals to implement them.

The proposal of Dr. K. Velauthapillai to publish
the speech of Swami Vivekananda at JHC as a mark
of completion 100 years was accepted. It was
decided to have 10,000 copies both in English and
Tamil and release them simultaneously in Jaffna
and Colombo.

It was also decided to seek the assistance of the
Asia Foundation to obtain books for JHC and Mr.
Yogendra Duraiswamy offered his services to assist
the OBA in this regard.

Request was made to the Indian High Commission
seeking the assistance to obtain books to the JHC
Library. The High Commission arranged this by
supplying a consignment and formal handing was
done by the H.C. to Mr. S. Gunaratnam President
along with Mr. Yogendra Duraiswamy and
Dr. K. Ambalavanar at the High Commission.

Books for the Library was selected by the Principal
at Colombo Bookshops and the cost was met by
the OBA Colombo and were sent to the school.

The release of the speech of Swami Vivekananda
in Colombo was fixed for 11th October, 1997 at
Sarawathi Hall, Colombo on the Vijayathasami Day
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and decision was made to invite the Hon. High
Commissioner for India in Sri Lanka as Chief
Guest and Rev. Athmananda Swamy as a special
guest of honour on that occasion. Copies of the
booklet were also to be sent to JHC for release in
Jaffna.

An important proposal was made by
Dr. T. Somasekaram to commence a special project
to teach English on the basis the OBA Colombo to
give the financial assistance. This was accepted
for implementation and preliminary arrangements
commenced in collaboration with the Principal
JHC. Dr. K. Velauthapillai who did yeoman’s
service both to the college in special and to the
Tamil community in general passed away in
October 1997 and the OBA provided all assistance
required in organising his funeral . President JHC
OBA Colombo also delivered a funeral oration.
Members of the OBA assembled at Kanatte and
carried the remains to the cremation ground.

The OBA Colombo also organised a farewell
evening for S.R. Vigneswaran who left Sri Lanka
on obtaining a foreign appointment. The farewell
evening took place on 5.9.1997 and it was observed
as a fitting tribute to on old boy who was the back
bone for the resurgenceof the OBA and also made
a valuable contribution towards the
Dr. K.J. Jesuthas Musical Evening.

The AGM for 1998 took place on 3.5. 1998. I have
tried in the foregoing to list some of the major
events that took place and the activities undertaken
by the JHC OBA Colombo. As some of the records
for the earlier period were not available, it may be
possible that some important events could have
been omitted as most of this writing is from
memory. Such omissions, if any, are unintentional
and therefore I seek your forgiveness.



A Chance to Repay an Irrepayable Debt

by Dr. T. Somasekaram, President JHC OBA (Colombo)

The teachers of Jaffna Hindu College laid-the
strong foundations which led to my growth in later
life. It is a debt of gratitude that I can never repay.
They sharpened my intellect and imparted
knowledge. They also taught me how to sharpen
my intellect further and acquire more knowledge
later. But perhaps more important, they inculcated
the unchanging value systems of life. Just a few
examples will illustrate the nature of the influence
they had on us, during the period 1943 to 1952,
when my classmates and 1 were students in JHC.
This article is in two parts, the first part being
snippets of memory from my schooldays and the
second part about what we are trying to do in the
Colombo OBA at present.

Principal A. Cumaraswamy found that he had
not much face-to-face contact with the brightest
stars in the school student population, who at that
time - may be even now - were in the Mathematics
stream. So he introduced a new subject, ‘Advanced
English’ which he taught. It soon became clear that
apart from teaching something about Shakespeare
and Milton, he wanted to talk to and convey some
value system to his students who would end up as
technocrats.

I remember very vividly one of his talkstous - a
class of 17 and 18 year old teenage boys. “You
must develop your character so that if your
neighbour’s family with a 16 year old daughter have
to go away suddenly to Colombo for an emergency,
they must be able to leave their daughter in your
custody. You must look after her carefully as though
she was your own younger sister and give her back
to them with no harm done when they return”. To
us whose natural juices were flowing fairly strongly
then, and were casting covert glances and making
eye contact with young lasses at temple festivals
and peeping over cadjan fences, this talk had the
effect of being struck by lightning. He was the
father of four daughters (his only son died very
young) and so the advice came from his heart. 1
think none of us who were in that class would forget
Principal Cumaraswamy’s teachings.
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Incidentally, both Principal Cumaraswamy and
Vice Principal Asaipillai came in full suit and tie,
with the difference that Asaipillai master wore
perfume and a rose or carnation on his coat lapel,
whereas Principal always carried a large bunch of
keys which tinkled as he walked, warning us of his
coming. Something of the nature of @yemar aumLd
A Gsor, el Qems auHLd (LpeiCa.

Once, when | was in the IlIrd Form, drumming
furiously on my desk during the lunch interval, my
drumming was so loud that I did not hear the
elephant’s bells. Principal told me to go and stand
at the entrance of the Staff Room and to not leave
the place till he came and released me. I went and
stood faithfully; the afternoon session started and
no sign of Principal. I had missed the first period
and was still standing. Then an older student who
was a relative spotted me and came and asked why
I was standing there. When I told him the reason,
he said Principal would have forgotten all about it
and go back to my class and no harm would befall
me. And so it turned out. Later we learnt that he
did this tinkling of his keys on purpose - he did not
want to catch students being their age unawares.

Tragedy struck during the second term of 1952. [
was the senior prefect then and had talked to him
that day. The following morning, a relative in my
village asked me whether it was our Principal who
had died the previous night. I cycled immediately
to go to school to find out but on the way had to
pass Chetty Street where Principal lived. There
were thoranams and it became clear that the story
was sadly true. We, the students, played our part
guided by our teachers in the obsequies. Most of
us did not know what to do but every emergency
throws up a leader. A student, universally known
by his nickname ‘Saathiriyar’ knew a great deal
and proved to be an effective master of ceremonies.
I will never forget the heart-rending wail of
“Appah, Appah!” with which Principal’s eldest
daughter Mrs. Meena Ratnam came and fell on his
body having travelled from Colombo with her
husband Dr. Kumaran Ratnam, Mayor of Colombo.



Principal was cremated that afternoon and some of
us stayed behind to see the body turn to ashes. As
the fires started licking round his capacious head,
I thought what a loss it was, that brain with the
M.A. (London), Diploma in Education (London),
Barrister-at-Law being so wastefully burnt.

Vice Principal V.M. Asaipillai, about whose
sartorial elegance reference has been made earlier,
gave us lasting advice of a different nature. He
was the intellectual ‘eminense grise’ of the school
during our time, with a school full of very able and
devoted teachers. He taught Pure Mathematics and
Physics to the UE (University Entrance) classes.
“Science needs mastery of English more than Arts”
he told us one day, clearing cobwebs in our brains
about mathematical reasoning using abstract
symbols not needing fluency in the language in
which we were being taught then. By example, he
taught us the value of clear diction and precise
speech.

During the Nallur Festival days, Mr. Asaipillai
would be seen walking along the pavements,
dressed in a silk national dress. When he met one
of his former students, he would put up his hand
and say, “Stop, don’t tell me”. He would start trying
to recall our names and we could almost hear his
brain buzzing. In my case it used to be,
“Thamotharam’s son; ........ Arulampalam’s brother,
........ Somasekaram!” It was something like
Archimede’s shouting “Eureka!” after discovering
the principle named after him.

Mr. C. Sabaratnam taught us a lesson in addition
to the Applied Mathematics he taught from the Prep
Senior to the UE final year. We encountered him
for the first time in the Prep Senior class in 1949. 1
remember the scene very well. During the first
week, over some very minor misdemeanour by a
student, he appeared to fly into a rage, shouted in a
stentorian voice, got up from his chair and came to
the student’s desk and nearly assaulted him. His
hands never touched the student. But from that day
onwards, for four years, he had full control of his
class. I realised later that he did not want to punish
students but also wanted control of his class, and
had worked out his strategy in advance.

One day, during my final year in school, I had been
absent in the morning, missing his class, but had

25

been present in the afternoon. The following day,
he asked in class, “Somasekaram, you were not in
my class yesterday but I saw you in the afternoon”.
I replied “Anniversary of my father’s death, Sir”.
“So you ate pongal, vadai and mothakam but came
to school in the afternoon without sleeping?”the
appreciative comment came in his gravel voice.
This was one of the best backhanded compliments
I have ever received.

If Mr. Asaipillai wore full suit to school and
national dress to Nallur, Mr. Sabaratnam changed
the other way. He came to school in national dress
but we saw him in full tennis kit with a racquet,
cycling to the Jaffna Sports Club grounds to play
tennis every afternoon. It was known that he also
enjoyed the other facilities the club offered.

Mr A. Vaidialingam All of us knew that, like Vice
Principal Asaipillai, he was a product of Cambridge
University. We also knew that he was the Secretary
of the Communist Party in the Northern Province.
He, Karthigesan master and Janaka master knew
that I was also of the Stalinist Communist
persuasion, having published a strong article in the
Young Hindu. The lesson they taught me was by
their silence. Not one word did they utter in class
about Communism nor did they broach the subject
in private conversation. The first time one of these
teachers spoke to me about this matter was after I
had passed out of the university, when Janaka
master asked me whether I would join the
Communist party. But a staff job in Government
service was beckoning and [ had to try to repay in
part another irrepayable debt - to my mother who
had sacrificed so much from the time she was
widowed at age 28 to bring up my brother and
myself. So I declined. But admiration for their
restraint and conduct remained.

A. V. Kulasingam master taught a lesson which
has proved invaluable to me in my later career. I
had never been in his class. He was one of the
devoted teachers of that time, who spent 50 of their
first 60 years of life at JHC. Enter school at 5 and
study up to the University Entrance class, enter the
university and study there for 4 years, come back
and teach, go back to the University and do the
Diploma in Education for one year, return and
teach and retire at 60. So 5 years of childhood, 5



years of university and the balance 50 at JHC. And
he was not the only teacher of that calibre.

Mr. Kulasingam, apart from his duties had also been
an experimental scientist who took us to Putur to
see the bottomless well and so on. His farewell was
an emotional experience. After the appreciative
speeches by the Principal and others, Mr.
Kulasingam rose to reply. In a voice sometimes
breaking with deep emotion, he outlined the
policies he had followed. He used to cane his pupils
and was feared as a teacher. But at the farewell he
asked us to recall how many times he had punished
them. Indeed he had a point. When he punished,
he had punished severely and was feared. But we
were able to recall that the punishments were
infrequent. He offered the advice that punishment
is sometimes necessary in the long term interest of
the student or one’s child, but one must never make
punishing a habit. So, punish when it becomes
absolutely necessary; but do not make it a habit.
Later in life, as I rose in the Survey Department
hierarchy and it became necessary to punish errant
officers, I followed Mr. Kulasingam’s advice.

Vidvan Karthigesu, an eminent Tamil scholar
uttered something as he walked up and down the
centre aisle while teaching us Tamil during our SSC
class in 1950, which has stuck in my memory.
“When you are successful, you will have many
friends. When you are down, the number will drop
sharply and you will see who your true friends had
been”. How true it proved to be.

I was fortunate to have Mr. A.S. Kanagaratnam
and Mr. N. Sabaratnam as teachers in the Ilird
Form. Both were very widely read, extremely fluent
in both English and Tamil and used Tamil to teach
English and English to teach Tamil. Just one story
from A.S. Kanagaratnam would illustrate the nature
of the man and his teaching. He told us about
Abraham Lincoln, as a young boy, running in the
snow after a customer he had shortchanged by
mistake during the depth of winter. He told us how,
when he was President, a friend had walked into
the Oval Office and seen Lincoln polishing his
shoes. “Why are you polishing your own shoes,
Mr. President?” the friend had asked in amazement,
meaning why not get a valet or servant to do it.
Lincoln answered with a twinkle in his eye, “Then
whose shoes should I polish?” ASK had taught us
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a lifelong lesson on the dignity of labour.

N. Sabaratnam was a master of the spoken word
and the written word, in both languages. His
eloquence came across even in class. Their stature
was such that both became Presidents of the All
Ceylon Union of Teachers in turn. Later Mr.
Kanagaratnam became Principal of Chavakachcheri
Hindu College and I had the privilege of working
under him as an acting teacher for 6 months in 1953,
after sitting for the University Entrance
examination and waiting to enter the university. Mr.
Sabaratnam became Principal of Karainagar Hindu
College, returned to JHC as Vice Principal and
Principal and shone as a beacon light after
retirement as Editor of Eelanadu. The newspaper
was snapped up every day, more to read Mr.
Sabaratnam’s scintillating editorials than for the
news it carried. I always paid him a visit during
my frequent visits to Jaffna where my wife and
children lived then. Those brief hours were
stimulating hours.

Mr. K. V. Mylvaganam, known to every one as
KVM, once gave me a surprising piece of advice. I
had not been in his class and had only met him in
the playground trying to become a Scout, which I
abandoned after some time. After I had become the
Senior Prefect, and was being strict with the boys
during the lunch interval, KVM gestured to me one
day and when I went up to him, he said, “Don’t be
so strict. Let them have a little bit of fun.” Real
golden advice, which I followed in later life, during
my 35 year career in the Survey Department.

I remember K. S. Subramaniam master (KSS to
all) for a different reason. Of course he was the
‘Boarding Master’ during our time, well assisted
by Namasivayam Master and one of our classmates,
Thillainayagam whom we aptly nicknamed ¢Asst.
Boarding Master’ for the role he played in the
hostel. (Incidentally, Thillai became a doctor and
is now living in Birmingham where [ met him after
almost 40 years in 1998.) KSS told me one day,
after I had become a senior student, “sisuafl’ smi_é
Qenaismarnaid  Gursneng st o,
sugefisvsmev” were his exact words.

Gumereusit  &lmLdd

He was referring to my father, Art Master
Thamotharam. KSS, KVM, Sports Master



Thiagarajah, E.P. Rasiah and my father had been
contemporaries of the same age and close friends
in school. My father died aged 38 in 1936, on the
way home from Kataragama, where he had taken
his young wife and two sons on pilgrimage. Most
of the teachers remembered our father and his
paintings with nostalgia and viewed the progress
of his two sons with a benevolent eye.

Human life is full of interesting coincidences and
I would like to share one with the readers of this
journal. My brother Dr. T. Arulampalam,
Psychiatrist was posted to Jaffna in 1966 and served
there for four years. KSS had then retired and his
health was poor. My brother was a frequent visitor
at his home and rendered medical help. After my
brother was posted back to Angoda, he died of a
sudden heart attack in 1972. KSS was grief-stricken
and wrote one of the most moving tributes to my
brother. Some years ago, I was asked to officiate at
a marriage ceremony in Colombo on behalf of one
of my classmates, whose son was getting married,
as the father was unable to cross Kilali to come
here. I was overjoyed to find the bride was KSS’s
grandaughter. KSS’s sons were there and we
recalled with much mirth our period at JHC and
how they fared under me when [ was senior prefect.

[ owe an irrepayable debt to A. Saravanamuttu
master. We had been in lower school and were
beginning middle school. Suddenly a new subject
was in our timetable, ‘science’ and many of us were
plain scared. Saravanamuttu master took my first
ever science class and I will not forget it as long as
Ilive. “Science is just taking some measurements,
doing some calculations on the measurements and
getting a result. For example, you take this piece
of'iron, find its weight using a scale, find its volume
by measuring its sides, divide the weight by the
volume and you get the density of iron” were his
opening words. What relief flooded my heart. So
even the ogre of science was not so terrible after
all. Thus began an involement with science which
is still continuing.

I can go on and on about the teachers who
contributed so greatly to my later advancement.
S. Thiagarajah master, M. Mahadeva master,
S.Muttulingam master and so on. But I am
constrained by space. So let me go to the early years
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and end with three teachers of that period. When |
joined JHC in 1943, Miss Singaravelu was our
class teacher. She was a benevolent and kind lady
who looked after us well. There was an older lady,
Annammah teacher, who terrified most students,
because she would punish with a footruler by
bringing down the thin end down on the knuckles
of the unfortunate boys - and girls - in her class,
for the slightest mistake. I escaped because I had
gone upto Grade V in the Tamil school before
entering Jaffna Hindu and being put in Grade 11
and so knew Tamil and Arithmetic better than the
other students. I memorised over 400 Thevarams
during that time, and could recite them with ease,
because I did not want that foot ruler descending
on my knuckles.

Much later also in school, this fear of punishment
made me jump from being an average student in
the middle years to be the first in class in the SSC,
because I was terrified of P.G.Narayana Iyer
asking me to get up - [ was almost a six footer then
- and receiving a thundering knock on my head, in
full view of the adjoining Biology and Arts students
in the Upper Hall. Perhaps corporal punishment has
its virtues. After I became a father, I have accepted
in full the modern concept that children must never
be given corporal punishment. Any adult who beats
up a child, at home or in school, needs psychiatric
help.

After Singaravelu teacher and Annammah teacher,
we came to Rasiah master’s class. What a pleasant
memory it is. We were in a long open cadjan shed,
where the present Administration block stands. On
one side, the quadrangle and the other side, some
distance away, the hostel. A gentle breeze blew
across the classroom. Rasiah master was better
known by his nickname ‘Vadayar’ and the first
thing he did when he became our class master was
to give each one a nickname. To a small fattish boy,
he gave the nickname ‘pilakoddai’. Almost 55
years later, | received a telephone call and the
person at the other end asked, “Can you remember
pilakoddai?”. He wanted some help from me, and
was reminding me of our days in Vadayar’s class!
The nickname given to me was ‘thavidu’. It did
not become as well known as some of Rasiah
master’s other names, but it had not been forgotten,
because about 7 years later, if I took any hard action
as Senior Prefect, my not so well known nickname



would adorn the walls of the Neeraviadi temple,
which I had to pass on my way home. Picture the
scene. A narrow long cadjan shed, with open sides
across which a gentle breeze blew, a class master
dressed in a full light brown suit with tie, giving
nicknames to his young students, many of which
lasted for life.

Does true learning need concrete multi-storey
buildings and tiled roofs? Are such multi-storey
buildings really suitable for Jaffna? My most
pleasant memories from my schooldays are of open
cadjan sheds, first in Sri Parwathi Vidyasalai,
Ariyalai, later in Rasiah Master’s class in JHC and
again when I taught for 6 months in Chavakachcheri
Hindu College. They are open, airy, cool and you
are very much in contact with the earth! Our culture
goes back several millennia. Where did our ancients
who wrote those immortal poems and write the
epics live and learn? Perhaps under a tree, by the
side of a pond, with white lotus flowers.

OBA COLOMBO

In the first part of this article, I have outlined the
nature of the deep debt of gratitude I personally
owe to JHC. There must be thousands like me, now
living all over the world. But having led a nomadic
life as a Surveyor, living in the Uva, North Western,
Eastern, Western, Northern, North Central and
Sabaragamuwa provinces of Sri Lanka and six
years in Europe, North America and North Africa,
during my 35 years of service in the Survey
Department, there had been no chance to repay that
debt, till I retired in 1992.

The seminal year in the Colombo OBA’s affairs,
1994, when the old boys worked with a will and
collected over three million rupees from the
Jesuthas musical programme, saw me on the
sidelines, buying a Rs. 5,000 ticket for myself and
my wife but taking my two musically inclined
daughters for the show and then buying another
ticket for Rs. 2,000 to sit behind them as their
chaperone. What a marvellous show it was. If I had
known that Jesuthas was such a maestro, not only
as a singer but also as a charismatic personality
who held the huge audience spellbound for many
hours, I would have taken the entire family along.
That evening will always remain embedded in my
memory.
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I used to attend the Annual General Meetings of
the Colombo OBA and in 1996 was elected to the
Executive Committee. My friend and colleague in
the public service, Gunaratnam, slightly junior to
me at JHC was serving as the President and was
being pressed to continue at every AGM. He had
served for 10 years and wanted to retire. At the
ExCo meeting prior to the 1998 AGM, the matter
of the next President was discussed and it was
decided to propose Dr. N. Vignarajah’s name as
President. But before the AGM, Gunaratnam and
late P. Karalasingam, my classmate at JHC and very
active in the OBA’s affairs, telephoned me and said
that I should serve as the next President. I did not
know the reason for the change, but told them that
if it was the unanimous wish of the membership, I
would be glad to serve.

So, Gunaratnam’s decade of service ended in May
1998 and my innings began. Readers would not
mind a little bit of humour at this stage. During
our young days in Jaffna, we used to be regaled
with stories of how Engineer A. Annalingam
was succeeded by Engineer  B. Balasingam as
the Chief Engineer, Jaffna and Balasingam would
go on complaining interminably about the mess
Annalingam had left. After 4 years of Balasingam,
there would be new Chief Engineer C.
Canagalingam, and he would go on and on about
the mess Balasingam had left! Very much like the
Governments of Sri Lanka after every change.

My Priorities But old boys of JHC must not be so
cheap and petty. Gunam had a long, successful and
peaceful term of office, about which he has written
in this journal. We must always remain grateful to
him for the contribution he made. But like a
diamond, shedding different hues of light from its
different facets, a change in the post of President
in any organisation invariably leads to a change in
emphasis. In my case, having held office in NGOs
in the Trade Union, Cultural, Scientific and
Professional fields, experience had taught me that
it is easy to grow stale in office and not do much
work after the early period of active work as a new
broom. One must decide on a programme of work,
try to carry it out and then leave, because there are
others who might do equally well or even better.
In my case, I decided that I would not hold office
for more than three years and that my priorities
would be Human Beings, First, Human Beings



Second, Human Beings Third, leaving
infrastructure development, master plans etc to
others who would follow. Of course all our
decisions are collective decisions, arrived at after
open discussion and implemented by the team

which forms the ExCo.

Prize Giving Ceremonies Our first priority was
naturally the students. One of the things I had
missed during my years in JHC were prize givings.
Iremember a few during my junior years, but I have
no tangible medal or certificate to show for the last
three years, when I was the best student in the
Maths stream. We decided in 1998 to support the
school prize giving every year, with 13 Gold
Medals and Rs. 50,000, increased to Rs. 75,000
this year. Perhaps as a result, in spite of the very
troubled situation in Jaffna, there have been prize
giving ceremonies in 1998, 1999 and 2000. The
high point of the prize giving is the award of the
gold medals, with which the ceremony ends.

Once a Vice President raised the question whether
Gold Medals to 13 students could be replaced by
something of wider use to all students. It is my view
that Gold Medals are like a beacon light, which
will motivate students in the lower classes to try to
win one when they are in the AL final year, much
like the Olympic Gold Medals, which thousands -
perhaps millions of athletes all over the world are
training for but very few win.

English Education We were taught in English
during our time and it has proved to be a passport
to a successful career in later life. Due to the foolish
language policies of the Governments of Sri Lanka,
the standard of English has fallen. It will be difficult
to rebuild English to the standards we were used
to, because good English teachers are in short
supply. English is essential for everyone in the
present ‘Dotcom Age’. Mastery of our mother
tongue Tamil and mastery of the international
language English are essential for all students. We
have taken meaningful steps in this regard, by
recruiting two retired teachers and employing them
to teach English in addition to the quota of teachers
appointed by the government.

Information Technology In the West, 10,000
years of the Agricultural Age was followed by 300
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years of the Industrial Age and they are now in the
Information Age, with over 75 % employment in
Information related fields. In Sri Lanka, we have
passed from the agricultural age into the light
industry age and are entering the information age.
We are happy that some of our young old boys have
already entered this field successfully. We need to
help the students of JHC to start young, particularly
because they are at a disadvantage compared to
other areas of Sri Lanka, as they are 400 km away
from the capital, travel is difficult and transport of
goods is more difficult.

Nevertheless, we have helped in computer
education. When I visited JHC in 1999 for the prize
giving, I was more than happy to see the level at
which computer education is being imparted. One
word of caution. Hardware sent to JHC must be
the latest and best. The software packages coming
in are so advanced and require so much capacity
and speed, that our students will be discouraged if
they are given used or out-of-date computers or
accessories. From the Internet they can find out
what the world and the rest of Sri Lanka have.

Foster Parents Scheme - At the AGM in July
2000, a young old boy, Sivasampavan forcefully
brought to our attention that some of the students
are orphans or have only a single parent and some
of them come without meals and faint in class. The
teachers of JHC have got together and bring some
food parcels, which is left in a common place for
the needy students to collect and eat. The Colombo
OBA has initiated action to launch a Foster Parents’
Scheme where an old boy and his family become
the Foster Parents of a deserving young student.
The Foster Parent scheme is fundamentally
different from a scholarship, which is impersonal.
Here the connection is direct and human and is
meant to last till the student finishes at least his
school career. I think Rs. 1,000 per month would
about meet present day needs. The Colombo OBA
has appointed a subcommittee with
Eng. N. Saravanapava- nanthan as Chairman and
we hope to make this scheme operational by March
2001.

Miscellaneous Assistance We have also helped
the students in an ad hoc way, whenever the need
arose. Two students who had won the district
oratorical contests and their teacher were given



support to come to Colombo for the all island
contests. Suddenly, a very common commodity -
2B pencils - was not available in Jaffna and 500
were needed urgently for the students to sit for a
foreign examination. Even in Colombo there was
a shortage. We hunted in the Pettah, located a
supplier, bought the pencils and had them sent to
reach the students in time. In 1998, we were told
that there were no good offset presses in Jaffna
and our help was sought to print the Young
Hindu. Mr. Asokan, Dr. Ambalavanar and [
spent a great deal of time in getting this job
done. A young student, S. Sanjeevan, just short
of his 18th birthday, has been shot and killed
on 13 July 2000. We have taken up this matter
at the highest level and intend pursuing it
relentlessly.

Teachers The other human beings in need of
help and encouragement from us are the
teachers. During the exodus of 1995, all went
away to Chavakachcheri and Kilinochchi. Most
returned but some did not. As everyone knows,
life is not easy in Jaffna now. There is risk to
life and limb and shortages of essential goods
and high prices. No night life - no cinemas or
even temple festivals at night. In spite of the
Government creating the Teacher’s Service and
improving their salaries, the take home pay of
many teachers is still in 4 figures. We must
really appreciate the Principal and teachers who
are continuing to live and work in Jaffna. Asa
gesture to show our appreciation, we decided
in 1999 to fund two teachers being sent to
Singapore for two weeks. The first batch went
in January 2000. We are now working on
sending another two teachers in 2001.

Old Boys Apart from directly helping the
students and staff of JHC, suggestions were
made at our AGMs to have an Annual Dinner,
publish a Journal. We had a Dinner in January
2000, where we gave Distinguished Service
Awards to three old boys in the educational
field, Prof P. Balasundarampillai, Vice
Chancellor of the University of Jaffna,
Mr. S. Divakalala, Secretary, Education,
Cultural Affairs and Sports, North East
Provincial Council and Mr. S. Thillanadarajah,
Additional Secretary, Ministry of Education and
Higher Education. At the same ceremony, we
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gave Special Service Awards to the four young
old boys, U. Jeyatheepan, G. Prabaharan,
R. Ranjitham and S. Sivasampavan, all
undergrads, who on their own initiative created
a web site for Jaffna Hindu College, found the
funds to support it and are maintaining it.

We are having the second Dinner on 28 January
2001 and five of the most distinguished old
boys are to be honoured that day: Prof
T. Sivapragasapillai (b: 1910), Mr. C.
Balasingam (b: 1917) and Hon. S. Sharvananda
(b: 1923), Mr. R. Sivagurunathan and
Dr. M. Kopala-suntharam.

This is the first journal we are publishing after
a long time. We hope it will become an annual
feature.

Directory of Old Boys We have started work
on compiling a Directory of Old Boys.
Unfortunately, progress is poor as we have
mixed up two objectives - Fund Raising through
publishing the Directory. If it had just been
publishing a Directory, we would have got
many more entries by now. From the entries
received, it is seen that the Directory would be
a fine document and a real tribute to our old
school. It would be of real use in the present
time as our old boys are now spread out all over
the world. We expect to publish the Directory
in early 2001. Entries close on 31 January 2001.

Sad Duties One of the sad duties I have to
perform is to condole the family of old boys
who pass away. Before I became President,
Dr. Velauthapillai died. He was a man who
did not know the word ‘fear’ and was a tower
of strength to all Tamils living in Colombo. He
was also a devoted old boy who contributed
much to the work of the OBA. His passing away
was quite depressing.

Soon after I became President,
Dr. N. Vignarajah, who was to have become
President, died. Apart from his professional
life, he was a popular figure in the SLAAS.
He was younger to me in school and I laid the
wreath with sadness.



Next to depart was” R. Yoganathan. After
serving in the outstations as an SLAS officer,
he had become Addl Secretary to the Ministry
of Education and Higher Education and was of
great assistance to us, helping to transport much
needed goods to Jaffna, getting the two weeks
full pay leave to two teachers to go to Singapore
etc. I was due to meet him by appointment about
a school matter and went to Isurupaya but he
was not there and I was told he was in hospital.
He died a few months later.

The next death cut me deep. P. Karalasingam
passed away suddenly, after attending a Bar
Association dinner. We were classmates but he and
Murugaiyan (later Bursar of the University of
Jaffna and well known writer) were the ‘babies’ in
our class, born in 1936, compared to the average
1934 and many 1933s. We entered the university
together, passed out together and joined the
government service. We were neighbours in
Colombo when our children were young. More than
anything else, Karali was a man who was truly fond
of helping others. The loss to his family, his
profession, his friends and the OBA was great.

Mr. Yogendra Duraiswamy also passed away
unexpectedly. He had been associated with JHC for
a very long time. The Diamond Jubilee Souvenir
shows that he was a Committee member in 1951.
He participated actively in the Colombo OBA
affairs and was instrumental in getting books and
equipment gifted by the Asia Foundation and the
Government of India.

But at least these old boys have passed away after
leading a full life. We have also experienced three
young old boys pass away tragically - one
undergraduate G. Nandakumar drowning at sea,
another undergraduate G. Kanesha by shooting in
Jaffna and a final year AL student S. Sanjeevan
also by shooting.

Funds Whether it be individuals, families or
institutions, funds are a necessary evil. When I
assumed the Presidency in May 1998, Mr.
W.S.Senthilnathan, the much respected Treasurer
- he also was pressed into service year after year
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and held the post for 10 years - told me that he did
not have money to even pay for the AGM lunch in
full. I was flabbergasted. How to do anything
without any money?

So, first borrow. We had an easy source to ‘touch’
in the Trust Fund. We sought a loan of Rs. 200,000,
on the understanding that it would be repaid within
one year. Mr. V. Kailasapillai and the other
members of the Trust gave this loan readily. Our
initial programmes were carried out with this
borrowed money. But as it had to be repaid, we
organised a Cultural Show to raise money. As a
result of devoted action by the old boys - I must
mention Mr. P. Arulrajasingam, Dr. V.
Ambalavanar and Mr. M.N.Asokan by name as the
biggest fund raisers - we sold tickets for over Rs.
500,000 bringing in a net return of Rs. 400,000,
after paying the token fees most of the artistes
charged. An unexpected side benefit of the Cultural
Show at new Kathiiresan Hall was that the
undergraduates passing in buses along Galle Road
saw the banners, joined the OBA and are now active
participants in our affairs.

The Rs. 200,000 loan was settled within one year
as promised and the Singapore trip etc were paid
from this money. It is my estimate that we need
two lakhs per year, to do meaningful work by the
Colombo OBA. I was preparing the ground
carefully, much like a farmer preparing his paddy
field to sow and reap, to raise a large amount of
funds abroad and use only the interest every year,
when relief came from the Trust Fund. They have
undertaken the collection of funds to assist the
school and now pay for the English teachers,
Computer education, the annual prize giving etc.

But the Colombo OBA needs funds for its own
work and we are facing problems of low funds at
present, which we will try to overcome. Again we
have appointed a sub-committee with Mr. S.
Thillanadarajah - author, actor, SLAS officer, now
Addl Secretary. Ministry of Education - as
Chairman and he is bubbling with ideas. We intend
carrying out a programme in April 2001 so that I
can retire in June without my successor accusing
me of leaving an empty coffer.



First in the Land

Aruliah Ilankumaran, a student of Jaffna Hindu College came first in the country in the GCE
(AL) examination held in August 1999, scoring 374 out of a possible 400 marks or an average of 93.5%
in the four subjects. He was interviewed by Swarnarajah Nilakshan of Thinakural. The following are
extracts from that interview which appeared in Tamil in that newspaper. The highest score in the Biology
stream was 348 or an average of 87 % by a student in Rahula College, Matara - Editors

Nilakshan: Mr. Ilankumaran, tell us something
about your family and education.

Ilankumaran: My native place is Pungudutivu,
Ward No. 10. My parents are Mr. Aruliah and Mrs.
Sivakamasunthary. I have three sisters and one
brother. I am the youngest in the family. I had my
primary education at Pungudutivu Sri Ganesha
Vidyalayam and Jaffna Hindu Primary School and
my secondary schooling at Jaftna Hindu College. I
was ranked No. 1 in Sri Lanka at the A/L August
1999 examination. In the OL examination in
December 1996, I obtained distinctions in all the
eight subjects.

Nilakshan: I don’t doubt that your personal effort
and determination had been the important factors
that had contributed towards your excellent
performances. Apart from that, in what ways did
the encouragement of your teachers and relations
help you?

Ilankumaran: My father had his education only
up to O/L. Because of this he was determined to
educate us well. This made him to migrate from
our village and settle down in Jaffna town and thus
made us to have our education in the leading school.
My father was a shroff and his income from this
profession was not enough to meet the expenses of
our education. So he took up to farming as an
additional source of income thus working himself
hard for our benifit. In addtion to this, the correct
guidance and encouragement given to me by my
teachers are also thankfully remembered by me as
a factor that contributed to my success.

Nilakshan: You have repaid your parents through
your performance; who are your A/L teachers?

Ilankumaran: Physics: Mr. Sothilingam,
Chemistry: Mr. Maheswaran, Mr Kokulanathan
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Pure and Applied Maths: Mr. Lakshman, Mr.
(Vector) Velautham.

Nilakshan: Your education would have been
definitely affected by the war-like situation in
Jaffna. In spite of this, you had performed well in
the examination. Compared with other urban
leading schools in the Island, Jaffna faced adverse
conditions. Hence your success is not an ordinary
one. To bring out the above, please share with us
the challenges and difficulties you faced in
continuing your education.

Ilankumaran: Continuous war situation existed
in Jaffna, even before my 1995 displacement. No
one knows at what time and when the next shelling
would be or the plane attack would be. This is the
situation in Jaffna and no one could concentrate
and study. The displacement of 1995 took place,
and as displaced refugees we stayed in
Chavakachcheri. We lost a great number of school
days and valuable time for education. We had
evening classes at Chavakachcheri Hindu College.
Under restricted time limit, Jaffna Hindu College
obtained classrooms from Chavakachcheri Hindu
College and taught its students in the evenings.

Nilakshan: Sometime back, Bishop Kenneth
Fernando of the Anglican Church while speaking
during a dinner, praised the deep interest in
education shown by the Jaffna people and showed
photographs of blackboards hanging from branches
of trees and in front, students were seated on
wooden logs which were fashioned out as benches
and they were studying. In a speech full of emotion,
he said that Jaffna schools have an individuality
which is lacking in the leading schools in Colombo,
because what you see in the photographs are the
classes of St. John’s College, Jaffna at Kilinochchi
in its displaced state. Just like this, all the schools
in Jaffna continued their educational services in
spite of mounting difficulties they faced. Similarly



your school too, had helped you in the progress of
your education and to maintain your interest in
education. How was your education on your return
to Jaffna after the ‘displacement’?

Ilankumaran: [ sat for my G.C.E. O/L in
December1996 and obtained 8D’s. Studies for the
A/L started in Jan.1997. Since electricity was not
available at the time, kerosene lamp was the only
source of light during night studies. The facilities
available in Colombo were not available in Jaffna.
Only by December 1998 we got electricity but this
was not of any use. Because there were controls
or regulations limiting the use of electric lights in
the nights in our area. It is very difficult to change
over suddenly to reading by kerosene lamp light
after reading under electric lights and the eyes will
be feeling the'uneasiness of it. Our studies would
have been much better off without electricity rather
than having limited electricity.

Nilakshan: Some think, that by delivering the
facilities - Electricity and Telephone - they have
solved the long standing aspirations of the Jaffna
Tamils. In this context, did the availability of the
above facilities affect your education?

INlankumaran: Electricity came. With it came TV,
Mini-Cinema and now star TV- all distracting the
attention of the students and they were on the
increase. Majority of the students - those who
could lose self control - destroy their education very
easily. Even students who have the capacity to
perform extremely well succumb to them. I think
my performance is due to the high level of
determination, which I put into my studies even
while facing the above challenges of TV.

Nilakshan: Were you interested in extra-curricular
activities? On the average how many hours did

you spend on studies?

Ilankumaran: 1was a member of the Scouts Troop
and have obtained the President’s award. I had been
the Vice President of the Interact Club, the secretary
of the Prefects’ Union, and Asst. Editor (English)
of Young Hindu, the school magazine. How long
we study is not important. How deep we study
during the study time is important. I don’t study
for long hours. But while I study my attention is
fully concentrated on studies.

Nilakshan: Comparing to the places like Colombo
where facilities are plenty, what do you want to
say about the requirements of Jaffna students?

Ilankumaran: If these facilities are made available
in Jaffna, we will be benefited enormously. After
coming here I am studying for London A/L and
computer Education. In Jaffna, computer
education, CIMA and similar classes should be
conducted. I would like to stay in Jaffna, if my
University education could be conducted there.
Happiness which I enjoy living in my own land
will never be obtained while living in other places.

Nilakshan: Many talk like this; but once their
education is over, it is very rarely that they go back
to Jaffna and serve. In this background, what is
your ambition?

Ilankumaran: I am interested in having my higher
education overseas, once my education here is
completed, whatever it may be, once I reach a
certain stage, I will return to my homeland and
serve this region. This is what [ like and what hope
to do.

(Note: Mr. Ilankumaran has been awarded a full scholarship to the Curtain University in Australia due to
the help given by Prof T. Rajeswaran, an old boy of Jaffna Hindu College, who is an academic there.)
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