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A Revolutionary Salute

(Text of a Tribute paid by Comrade S. K. Sen-
thivel, the new General Becretary of the Sri Lanka
Communist Party (Left) at the Commemoration ¥ ees-
ing held on 17-12-1989 at Jatfoa Town to mark
‘the passing away of Comrade K. A.Subramaniam,
the former General Secretary of the Party}

Comr-a.des! Friends!

I am delivering this Commemoration Addrees oa
behalf of the Party’s Central Committee.

The Party's General Secretary, Comrade K. A.
Subramaniam, who was loved and respected by us

- all, deparated from our midst on 27-12-1989

Comrade Subramaniam (1931-1989) devoted
his whole life to working for the country and the
oppressed people of this land. He was a noble Commu-
nist fighter who conducted his struggles on the
lines of Marxisma - Leninism. He has set a valuable
example to all the communists, the leftists and
the progressives of this land by living in accor
dance with the maxim ‘Simple life, hard struggle’.

Comrade Subramaniam was born to an ortho-
dex family of farmers in the village of Kollankallady
in the Northern Region, After completing his pri-
mary and secondary education, he joined the K. K. 8.
Cement Factary as an Engineering Apprentice. He
was 17 then, During the early stages of his work-
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~ Maxist Philosophy.

ing life be came intc contact with a Communist
worker in the factory and was attracted by the
Consequently he began to parti-
cipate in Trade Union activities which were based
on the tenets of Communism. Enraged by this,
the Factory Administration, which included white
bosses, dismissed him, Nob worried one bit by the
loss of his job, he began to study Marxism
more deeply and resolved to serve the people on
the basis of Communism, :

1n 1961 he joined the Communist Youth Moves
ment and thereafter became a member of the Cey-
lon Communist Party. As a young Communist, aged
29, the first struggle Comrade ¥aniam participated in
was the island - wide Hartal of 131953, The Har-
tal which was jointly led by the Communist Party
and other left parties, was a great success in the
North too and paved the way for the emergence
of a class consciousness and a sense of unity em-
bracing the whole island. Comrade Maniam who
was inspired by the revolutionary fervour roused by
the Hartal, and who was in close touch with the
then leaders who guided the Communist Movement
in the North leaders like M. Karthigesan, De-S V.
Seenivasagam. Pon, Kandiab, A. Vaithilingams ard

M. C. Subramaniam  becamwe a full - time party
worker. At the begining, he was appointed to be
in - charge of party work in the K. K. 8. Electo.

rate and was based in Chunnakam. During this
period, the Trade Union in the K.,K.S. Factory
was built up amidst great -difficulties and severe
challenges. Trade Union struggles ‘began graduallv
to make headway. |[Comrade Maniam worked hard
go build up the Party outside the Factory and to
establish youth organisations affiliated to the Party-




Maniam’s weighty labours bore fruit: during this
period severel intellectuals teachers. students and
government servants were drawn towards Commu-
nism. :

In 1956, as a result of ©®. W. R. D. Bandara-
nayake's coming to power, some progressive measu-
Tes were taken: one such measure was the take over
of schools. The Catholic hierarchy and Tamil reac.
tionaries joined hands to launch counter measures.
At this joncture, the Gommunist Party had to launch

a strong campaign in support of the take over
The people supported this campaign. Comrade
Subramaniam mobilised youths in support of this

campaign and was in the forefront of the campaign.

In the latter half of the 19503, he was cho-
sen a mewmber of the Party’s Northern Regional
Committee and became the Rogional Becretary of
the Northern Region Communist Youth Movements
‘He used all his skills and talents to build up the
Youth Movement as a strong force both politically
and organisationally. 1n 1963, the depressed caste-
living in Neervely, were brutally assaulted and caste
fanatics set fire to their houses. The Youth Move.
ment staged a protest march in Jaffna Town and
collected funds for the affected people. Dr.8. V.
Seenivasagam led the protest march and chaired the
public Meeting beld to condemn this brutality.
Comrade Mainiam was in the forefront of this pro.
test campaign, This was a fore - runner of the later
struggles against caste oppression.

In 1963 - 1964, the Ceylon Qommunist Party split
as a result of the ideological struggle waged both
~ nationally and internationally, At that time Com-

~ tice, they possessed a bourgeoi’s

~ acd outside the confines of the law.

- Nitchamam,
- Karaveddy - Kanpolai were mainly due to QComrade

rade Maniam lined up with the revolutionary forces
which were guided by Marxist-Lieninist- Mao Zedong
Thought. Through this ideological struggle he rssol-
ved to take forward the revolutionary struggle based
on a revolutionary party. ‘

After 1964, while being one of the leading mem-
bers of the Revolutionary Communist Party, he led
the struggle againt wrong ideas and practices both
within and outside the Party, He joined with other .
sincere Commuists in the Party to oppose those who
spouted revolutionary textbook slogans while, in prac-
parliamentary out-
look, In these struggles, he adopted a balanced,
ideological stand. At the same time he stressed
that as the Party was the Party of the oppressed
classes it should launch mass struggles centred ou
their most pressing problems. He took the lead in

~ getting resolutions to this effect passed in the Party.-

These resulted in the mass upsurge on 21st October
1966 at Chunnakam. Comrade Maniam led the up.
gsurge and was one of those principally responsible
for gniding and taking forward the struggles.

Following this upsurge, Comrade Maniam rende
red invaluable service to the Party and the people
by providing a correct and balanced leadership to
mass struggles which combined both struggles within
, The broad uni-
ted front he helped buildup to fight untouchability
and the principles, practices and strategy he helped to
formulate for this mass organisation will go dowu in
history and will never be forgotten by the people,
Toe historic victories of the people at Chankanai -
Maviddapuram, Madduvil - Manthuvil,




Msaniam’s guidance which  combined
realism and a balanced ideological outlook.

practical

Comrade Maniam was quite clear in his mind that
the Communist Partyshould fight not only caste oppres.
sian but shouldalso spearbed struggles in other shperes,
and he sacted accordingly. [n the period1964, 71 Co-
mrade Maniam was in the forefront of 7Trade Union
struggles, farmers struggles the youth movement and
the anti-imperialist struggle: sll these activites were
centred round the Party and the youth movement
The climax of these activities was reached in 1969
when the UNP Government banned the May Day
Meeting. Maniam organised a mass procession to
protest the ban. He was brutally assaulted by the
police and received bleeding injuries. [/hrough #this
struggle he shone forth as an exemplary Commu-
nist manifesting the revolationary fervour. courage
dedication and self - sacrifice characteristic of Commu-
nist militansts. :

: In the history of the left movement in Sri Lanka
on several occasions Communist leaders have slipped
up due to political xnd economic circumstances, devi
ated from their ideals and became inactive. As
result, the enemies of the left and Communist Move.
ment used these lapses as a trump card against the
left movement. HBut Comrade Maniam, till he breathed
hig last, lived as aCommunist both in word and deed
this is the legaly he has bequeathed to today’s younger
generation and the future generation.

In the 1970s, Comrade Maniam played a decisive
role in the struggle against wrong ideologies and prac-
tices within the party, At a time when in defining the
stages of the revolution in Sri Lanka and in the forma.
- tion of an united front in the new democratic
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revolutionary stage, dogmatism and sectarianism held
sway within the Party, Comrade Subramaniam waged
a disciplined, ideological struggle, within the party,
againet these trends. But at no stage did he(from
clandestine groups within the Warty or violate the rules
of the organisation. Even when the waged ideologi:
cal struggles based on principles, he abided by the deci-
gion of the majority.

After 1964, when goveral hundreds of membere
and cardres who had joined the Party because it was &

Tevolutionary party became dissatisfied with the Party

leadership and began to quit the Party and became
isolated individuals Maniam joined the other comrades

-who dicided to stay in the party and were confident

that they could build up the Party anew, on the

correct lines, ,

Comrade Bubramaniam and the other comrades
who continued to stay in the Party which had N.
Sunmugathasan as its Geoeral Secretary, were forced

‘to change their position in 1978. at a gpecial Party

Conference which was summoned in the middle of
1978, though a full report incorporating correct ideolo-
gical, political and organisational standpoints was pre-

- gented under the leadership of Comrade Maniam and

debated, the report was not accepted and arbitrary
decisions were taken, In this backround, Party mems-
bers who had assembled from various parts of tbe
island decided to form a separate party. Comrade
Maniam accepted the proposal whole-heartedly and

came forward to implement it resolutely.

On Srd‘ July, 1978 & Conference of Party mem-
bers was held at Jaffna. At that Conference it was

~ resolved that the new party should be named




Sri Lanka Communist Party (left), and tiil a Patty Con-

gress was hed, ani Interim Organsling Committee
was chosen by the Conference, Comrade Maniam
was elected Secretary of the Committee. Comrade
Maniam deployed all his skills to build up the Party as

a strong organisation and to make it take rcot among

- the working people.

From the time the new party was formed in 1978 '

till the early part of 1984, through criticism and self.
criticism, the faults 'of the past were weeded out and

the path was laid for the ideological, political and orga-

nisational consolidation of the party. From the bottom
upwards, the principle of democratic central'em was
~adhered to. Dogmatism, sectrarianism, extremism
and all the principles and practices which were rooted
in a non-dialectical outlook were criticised and rejected.
Guidelines for the assessment of united fronts were laid
down. As for the national question, sterile positions
were rejected and a clear standpoint formulated. The
national and international situations were reviewed
~ and correet principles corresponding to contemporary
reality were adopted. It was on this basis that the
first National Congress of the Sri Larka Communist
Party (left) was held on 20d and 3rd September, 1984,
The Central Committee elected at this Congress chose
Comrade Maniam as the General 8ecretary. Till his
death be functioned in that capacity in a worthy
manner that instilled confidence in the Party and the
people.

Comrade Maniam played the central role in formu-
lating the Party's standpoint on the national question.
The sterile standpoints adopted by the old party with

regard to the Tamils as a nation and the right of self-

determination were rejected and a principled, balanced

approach incorporating a long-term view was adopted_
Comrade Maniam emphasised that the national ques.
tion could not be solved on a hurried petit bourgeois
basis and that the demand for separation was imprac-
sicable. At the same time he didnos fail to stress, that a
resolute struggle against majority chauvinism was inse-
parable from the national liberation struggle. Through
the Party s Central Committee he repeatedly stressed
that military activities would not provide an interim
solution to the ethnic problem and urged the need for
an equitable political solution based on tripartite talks
(the Tamil militants, the Sri Lankan State and lndia).

After 1983, wben Sri Lanka's ethnic problem became
complicated in various ways, and when India from
being a non-partisan, friendly neighbour tried to esta. -
blish its regional hegemony using the ethnic problem a
a tool, Comrade Maniam very strongly opposed India,
He emphasised the peed for all patriotie, democratic
forces to unit to resolutely oppose India’s hegemo-
nism and safeguard our country’s independence and
sovereignty. Comrade Maniam who instilled into the
minds of the party members the conviction that they
should be ready to make any sacrifice for the sakeof the
nation, the people’s welfare and the liberation of the
working masses. firmly believed that it was meening-

- less to mouth empty slogans or prize hollow honours.

Today, the people of this country, including the
Tamils, are experiencing untold mesery. Through the
party, Mapiam stressed the need for an alternative
governmsnt which could provide a minimum solution,
1t’s on this basis that he supported the candidature of
Mrs. SBrima Bandaranaike the candidate of the popular,

-democratic forces at the last Presidential Election
- and played a major role in her Jaffna campaicn.
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Through this, the way Communist paved for the unity oy
and . mutual understand ing between the progressive,

democratie, pasriotic forces,

Comrade Bubramaniam had a very high regard
for proletarian internationalism. He worked eagerly
Uo foster, the ties and links between Communist fra‘ernal
paries, Comrade Maniam" who always stressed the
necessity for our Party to have honest links with the
. Chinese Commuiss Party and Socialist China = clear—
sightedly strove to establish ties with other fraternal par-
ties and socalist ¢runtries, [n 1968 1987, 1975 aud
1979 he visited the people’s Republic of China and in

1967 he visited the Albanis as a member of party. vouth

movement and trade union delegations which uuder-
book geodwill missions to these countries.

CUomrade Subramaniam helped to bring out Party
8 ¥Spaoers lika tha ‘Se nsatha tai’ * Red Baaner’ and

‘Puthiya “oom’ aad gave advis: which heloed to win ‘

these papers the esteem of the people, and contributed
to their growth. Hig guidance and advice greatly benes
fited the funcsioning of the Taoesiya Kalai INakiys
Peravai and g organ ‘Tawakam’ which readered
worbhy service to the cause of art and literature.

Comrade Maniam was a resolute Crmmunist wili-
bant and a worthy leader, As the sams time, outside

the party, he had several friends amoang the progres- .

8ive, democratio; patriotic forces, whom he respected.
He gave considered advice on how best to 1139_“39
talents and skills of learged men, educationists, artists,

writers and intellectuals for ¢he liberation of the people
and social change, :

Comrades! Frienda!

Comrade Subramaniam dedicated his life to work
for the welfare of the country  and the liberation of
the ©pprassed people.

The Central Committee of the Bri Lanka Com.
munist Party (left) declares. with a sense of ey cat.
isfaction, that Comrade Maniam was a worthy Com.
muniss Leader who self.effacingly poured al his
talents into service for the people, The Party dips itg
red ilag to pay a revolationary tribute to a selfless
Comrade who bas passed away : ;

The entral Comwmmittee and the Party firmly
resolve to carry forward, despite all obstacles, the reve.
lutionary legacy left behind by Comrade Maniam
through bis life and guidance and to safegvard the rich
experiences garnered on the ltasis of Marxist-Leni-
nist - Mao - Tse Tung Thought. ‘

The Central Committee couveys its sympathjes
and condolenges to Comrade Meaniam’s wife Valliammaj
and the childien Satbiyarajan, iSathiyamalar and
Sathivakeerthi who shared the trials, tribulations and
triumphs of Comrade Subramaniam aud made it pos-
sible for bim to lead, both in word ang deed, the life
of a Communist militant and leader and  thus serve
both the Party and the people.

CENTRAL COMMITTER
Sri Lanka Communisg Party (Left)

15/1, Power House Road, ‘

Jaffna,
Sri Lanka:




K. A Subramani_am |

I am glad to have this opportunity of paying my tribuce
to a man who had dedicated his life to the cause of his people,
by making a contribution to the souvenir to be published on
the occasion of the 31 st day of his death.

We are aware that,he has rendered great service to the
cause of the left movement in Sri Lanka, His aim was to bring
about unity and understanding among all races living in Sri.Lanka.

| must especially mention the fact that he gave me his fuli sup.
port to organise my presidential election campaign in the
North in spite of the fact that he was not in the best of health.

. His sudden death is a great loss for the cause for which
he worked and lived. :

Sri' Lanka Freedom Party offers its deepest condolences tc

the members of his family and his party.

Sirima R. D. Bandaranaike
Colombo Leader of the Opposition
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Comrade K. A. Subramaniam

I had the privilege of knowing, Comrade K. A. Subramaniam
the General Secretary of the Sri Lanka communist party (left)
2 man whose selfless dedication to the betterment of man,
for which he had devoted all his life Subramaniam was a great
man whom | had known closely. :

It would be appropriate to state that his struggle for
National. Unity in Sri Lanka was always upper.- most in all
his work. '

Although he has passed away, | believe his spirit will
2lways live in our minds. The Sri Lankan people will not
forget him, ;

Yakkala S. D. Bandaranaike
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A Dedicated Fighter

A dedicated fighter for the rights of the ‘working class
the late Mr. K. A. Subramaniam will undoubtedly be long
remembered for the invaluable services rendered by him to
all sections of the people for a period of several decades.

As the General Secretary of the Sri Lanka Communist
Party (Left) Mr. Subramaniam had to carry onan ardous strug.

‘gleina political arena where self centered leaders had always

been attempting to bamboozle the predominant Population
for their own class interests. But the courageous struggle he
carried on was able to earn much fame through the manner
in which he approached the problems. His was an objective
attitude towards the struggle which called for much valour
and vigour. ’ ;

Being an enlightened and exemplary communist he was ba-
sically a genuine patriot and true friend all down - trodden
people. He was a leading progressive personage well known
among all who were fighting for a common cause, His politi-
cal outlook had always surpassed those of most other Tamil
leaders. He had a wider perspective of the struggle of the
people, of Sri Lanka. The urgent priority was to achieve national
emancipation of the p:ople. Community and even class interest
however much they figured high in the political agenda had
to take secondary place for.such struggle to be triumphant.

It- was with this view in mind that he at the last Presi-
dential election openly and vigoursly supported the candidatur
of Mrs, Srimavo Bandaranaike the nominee of the S. L. F. p.
the party that he correctly adjudged to be possesi ng potentiality

"over all other parties to defeat anti people manoeuvres of

reactionary forces.

It is an undisputed right of the people regardless of many
social divisions to fight together hand in hand as one formidable
force for their emancipation and consolidation of their freedom?
sovereignty and independence. It was with this philosophy
that made our subramaniam a renowned politician and a
progressive fighter he was. It isa laudable gesture on the part
of the commemoration committee to put out a souvenir on
the eventful life of this worthy leader of the people.

77, Dr. N. M. Pererc Mawatha M. HALEEM ISHAK, M. P,
COLOMBO -8 | :
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Rare Politician

It requires extra ordinary courage to take political stances
which are not acceptable to people in power and to people
who speak only the language of guns. It takes far more than
strength of will to defy, the majority chauvinism in defence
of the minority without falling victim ‘to narrow: rationalist
sentiments and following the emotional tide.

K. A, Subramaniam, the general secretary of the Sri
Lanka communist party (left}j who died on 27-11-89. after
some months of serious illness was a rare. politician in the
context of Sri Lankan politics amidst ethnic conflict.

- He started his political life as a young communist and
remained loyal to the Marxist leninist line from his early
déys in the party, through the major split in 1964 between ]
the pacifist parliamentarist section and the proletarian revoly
tionary section of the Ceylon Communist Party, up to. the
very end of his life. The splits which weakened che CPand
the subsequent splintering of the Marxist -!leninist section
because of the opportunism of the leadership did neither dent
his confidence in the.communist cause nor weaken his resolve
in taking the struggle forward.

He had remarkable organisational skills and leadership
qualities, but he never sought position within the party and
preferred to work for the cause with dignity and determi-
nation. It was with much reluctance that he accepted the
position of general secretary of the CPSL (left) a few years
ago when the young and enthusiastic members of the party
wanted a person with experience and maturity to lead the
party during a period of national political crisis.

' He displayed a sence of balance and objectivity in deal-
ing with problems small and large. He was in the front:




line in the struggles against exploitation and oppression and
when senior party leaders ran for cover during police attack
on a May day demonstration in the late 60's, K. A. Subra
jam refused to desert and was brutally attacked with

P

He was among the few leaders of the movement agains;
‘caste oppression in- the north who acted to ensure that [the
struggle was directed against the handful of oppressors and
‘not allowed to develop into a caste war. This clarity of
vision was again evident in the line taken by the CPSL
(left) on the national question, where the CPSL (left) backed
the struggle for liberation while firmly rejecting separatism
as the only solution. '

K. A, Subramaniam always befieved in uniting all progres-
sive forces against -the oppressors and rejected sectarianism
His ability to mobilise progressive forces with political diff.
erences was demonstrated on several occasions and particu-
larly in the highly successful election rally in support of the
SLFP candidate at the last presidential election, organized
by the CPSL (left) in the north. '

He never believed in taking advantage of individuals or
organisations or using others to achieve his ends. To him
politics was a matter of unity and struggle, both principled.

His {death has robbed the Tamil coummunity and the
progressive forces of Srilanka of a sincere, humble and hon-
est revolutionary political leader,

Prof S, Sivasegaram-
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A Sound Politician

At the early stages of my practice as an Advocate and
thereafter, Subramaniam had me retained in the most diffi-

cult cases filed against Workers and Trade Unionists. It

was at a time when the Workers and Trade Unionists were
harassad both by the State and Society.

Subramaniam was, however, an inspiring leader and we
hardly lost a single case, The last case | appeared for him
was a Caste case at Chavakachcheri connected with the
Temple Entry. The High Class Tamils were out to poison
the wells and the police were helping them te prevent the
depressed classes from going into the Temple yard.

The depressed classes organised themselvesand restrained
the police from doing this foul act. They even assaulted

. the police. It was a sensational case and the high class

interests were demonstrating outside Coutt.

We won the case. Subramaniam as a true leader had
prepared the case so well inspite of all the disadvantages in
the Caste ridden area. ‘

Subramaniam was well read in poiitics and had his own:
political philosophies which he often shared with me, We
had a few political differences but that did not prevent us
from meeting and having useful discussions, ‘

Subramaniam was a very affectionate friend and never
failed to meet me when he came to Colombo, | had the
opportunity to meet his son.

He was a family friend, a sound politician and a great
gentlemen. ’

| share the grief over his death with the members of -
his family and his friends.- :




Subramaniam was patriot, a humanist and a lover of
people. He was the the Champion of the the oppressed
and throughout his life he carried on a relentless Crusade
against the oppressors,

: HHTATD 10Es 9 FRUsIMTH

He has fought his battles valianﬁly and his life has been =
a Victory over death. =
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“A man should noi be afraid of death. In the event of
war. I think the best way to die is on the battlefield.
You fight the cnemy to the finish, and if you are hit by
a bullet, that’s If there is no war. You work hard, very
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Faze}well. Thank you all.

o~




	1 (1).bmp
	1 (2).bmp
	1 (3).bmp
	1 (5).bmp
	1 (6).bmp
	1 (7).bmp
	1 (8).bmp
	1 (9).bmp
	1 (10).bmp
	1 (11).bmp
	1 (12).bmp
	1 (13).bmp
	1 (14).bmp
	1 (14)a.bmp
	1 (15).bmp
	1 (16).bmp
	1 (17).bmp
	1 (18).bmp
	1 (19).bmp
	1 (20).bmp
	1 (21).bmp
	1 (22).bmp
	1 (23).bmp
	1 (24).bmp
	1 (25).bmp
	1 (26).bmp
	1 (27).bmp
	1 (28).bmp
	1 (29).bmp
	1 (30).bmp
	1 (31).bmp
	1 (32).bmp
	1 (33).bmp
	1 (34).bmp
	1 (35).bmp
	1 (36).bmp
	1 (37).bmp
	1 (38).bmp
	1 (39).bmp
	1 (40).bmp
	1 (41).bmp
	1 (42).bmp
	1 (43).bmp
	1 (44).bmp
	1 (45).bmp
	1 (46).bmp
	1 (47).bmp
	1 (48).bmp
	1 (49).bmp
	1 (50).bmp
	1 (51).bmp
	1 (52).bmp
	1 (53).bmp
	1 (54).bmp
	1 (55).bmp
	1 (56).bmp
	1 (57).bmp
	1 (58).bmp
	1 (59).bmp
	1 (60).bmp
	1 (61).bmp
	1 (62).bmp
	1 (63).bmp
	1 (64).bmp
	1 (65).bmp
	1 (66).bmp
	1 (67).bmp
	1 (68).bmp
	1 (69).bmp
	1 (70).bmp

