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The House met at 10 A.v., MR, SPEAKER
EJI:;HE Hon. S. C. SHIRLEY COREA] in the
arlr.

C8 eCamts &8O
FoTLnNEstin ug’ﬁmﬁrsa‘i‘r
PAPERS PRESENTED

(1) Three sets of Regulations made
under Sections 4 (3) & 20; 14 & 20; and
20 of the Impor%s and Exports (Control)
Act, No. 1 of 1969.

(2) Report of the Indo-Ceylon Econo-
ic Co-operation Committee—Regional
Economic Co-operation.—[The Hon.
J. R. Jayewardene.]

wvmelue 9 BHc Nl Bewa ém® CE.

sumlL g9 @nss s Trul it gi.

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

A set of Regulations made under Sec-
iions 4 (3) and 14 (b) of the Imports
nd Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969.

[The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene, on behalf
of the Minister of Commerce and Trade.]

Senelun 99 VIFw NS Bewla ™E® L.
FunSLgho @nmas s lenuiintt g

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

A set of Regulations made under Sec-
tion 10 of the Tea Subsidy Act, No. 12 of
1958.—[The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene, on

hehalf of the Minister of Agriculture and
#ood.]
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Ordered to lie upon the Tabile:
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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TRACTOR HIRE
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(Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and
Food (a) What was the prescribed
tractor hire for ploughing an acre in
March 1965 and int March 1969 ? (b)
When importing tractors is the prac-
tice of obtaining engineers, reports
regarding the suitability of the
particular make for use in this
country followed now ? If not, why ?
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(Mr. P. C. Imbulana—Parliamentary

Secretary to the M:nister of Agrlculture
and Food)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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C. T. B. : STATISTICS OF BUSES AND

EMPLOYEES
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(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services (a) What is the total
number of buses that were operated
per day during March 1969 by the
C.T. B.? (b) What was the total
number of persons in employment in
the C. T. B. during this month ?
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(Mr. D. B. Welagedara—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Nationalized
Services)
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SALARY SCALES OF AMBULANCE
DRIVERS
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(Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—Matara)
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asked the Minister of Health : (a) Is
he aware that there are two scales of
salary for ambulance drivers, all of
whom are appointed on the same
qualifications ? (b) What are the two
salary scales ? (¢) When will he give
effect to the undertaking he has given
these employees that they will all be
placed on the same salary scale ?
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(Mr. N. Wimalasena—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance—
on behalf of the Minister of Health)
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(Mr. Wimalasena)
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CASUAL EMPLOYEES, HEALTH DEPARTMENT
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asked the Minister of Health: (a)
How many casual employoees are
there in the Health Department who
have served for over six months ? (b)
Will he take action to appoint such
persons on a monthly salary and also
to give permanent “appointments to
those of them who have at least one
year’s service ?
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(Mr. Wimalasena—on behalf of the
Minister of Health)
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MR. N. B. MARTIN, RETIRED LABOURER,
BINGIRIYA HOSPITAL
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asked the Minister of Health : (a) Is
he aware that Mr. N. B. Martin, a
labourer at the Bingiriya Hospital in
Kurunegala, was retired on 21.6.1968
on the recommendation of a medical
board ? (b) Will he state the reasons
for not paying him his pension
or an alimentary allowance to date ?
(¢) Will he take action to obtain
his pension for him without delay ?
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)
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Question ordered to stand down.

DSgEIc BEIC YHDD HewBISD)
Y VEREES D@ DIEY
88D 1969 gevidn) 30 9B¢
“B8em " vped Y D EMD
Smuigflento eilwib 30.8.69 “uFods ” cller Fantt
D506 upHlu 2 pldms

 QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE ! REPORT OF
PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE IN
« QipiLARA ” oF 30.8.69
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(Mr. Speaker)

With reference to the question of
Privilege raised by the Hon. Prime
Minister yesterday, I summoned the

Bewidmn @538 SeCE®

476
ewdPurf vemn BFmsy 88

editor of the newspaper in question to
my Chambers. He accepted the posi-
tion that what was published was an
incorrect rendering cf the proceedings
of the House, and offered to publish
o correction and an apology in the
newspaper this morning. I sent for
the newspaper ; unfortunately it has
not yet reached the office. I am
convinced that the editor will carry
out what he undertook to do.

emYPs sy ST
Forl@ssiiu’ L wGCFET SrEser

B1iLs PRESENTED

B @RS RS Moy MW DY
1235

Gsfw Caluy am® wBsrsn
NATIONAL SAVINGS BANK BILL

“ 0 provide for the establishment of the
National Savings Bank with the object
of carrying on, amongst other activities,
the business presently carried on under
the Ceylon Savings Bank Ordinance, the
Ceylon Post Office Savings Bank Ordi-
nance and the Savings Certificates Ordi-
nance, for the repeal of those Ordinances,
and to make provision for matters con-
nected therewith or incidental thereto.”

8uxiom gled 8eC @108 ok @ 8, dWB
ey 8858, 1969 S5 a% 1 2 ©es.

ecdm 26 Pwle wpwde, Ow Yeokhmw DE
gRuERe BVewla DD G

B8 senwssn Qaerves y. ). eenredBmusE,
sjaursermed swriféastucig. 1969 Qeulour 1,
SrmalBpmin @rewLnd  gpepurs  WSUSILUUL
GouemBOLnerayh o&@ il GaanGOwerayld L4

WO L g,

Presented by the Hon. U. B. Wanni-
nayake, Minister of Finance; to be read
a Second time upon Monday, 1st Septem-
ber 1969, and to be printed.
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D BNeDBE BEH ACH CE—
[soBe gexdedzy 30]

[ DS NeDR@ rusndid 3w, ]

PUpE Farlls @Gupeilon 2,TauiL Qup pa.—[C 5 i1sd
30 gaenL]

[eurEmusT Saiider Slvemin &NEdeiaer).

Considered in Committee.—[Progress

30th August].
[MRr. Speaker in the Chair.]

23e%325)

(&8 rreEer)

(The Chairman)

It was found that there was mno-
body to move any of the amendments
in respect of Head 22 yesterday. One
and a half hours have been allotted
for the discussion of the Votes under
Head 22; but the half hour yester-
day is considered as lost, and the dis-
cussion will go on only for one
hour.

22 25 R¥Br.—DO 5O 2» &M
DOu B8EAe ghmuViwn

1 25 wloma—mn3e owdac ovafaln
s8mB wn eBmw 20zn, &. 18,82,000

22 oyth HEIL—F L 18L&, QuTerT STT
Housrsr e i

QTS LILIERTLD (Aev. 1.—uesflurmrenrfer %@5@rﬂu

Gasgeniaptd m LNgE@HLD, EHUMT 18,82,000

Heap 22.—MINISTER OF PLANNING AND
EcoNnomICc AFFAIRS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,882,000
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(Mr. Ilangaratne)

5enenBDOB, “ Do KEBw SH8wsC
10 855 @8 DG Qs & ©wd &5X
DdHD. 5O wdmenm o 8w MO

1969 geededz) 31

478

——znde 0end

@ 8Ec A Bsw wdew geme
Beww @E8swy WE WO MmOBA.
@newsy ©® gOimBern
D e wovery @iSm Jedveg
w8, devs) €0 gomHmRnd §ony
Buc® mCwy Seewwsy BB
DG @) O mBwd wCHs O @R
swen. & @ndcwny, ¥ wOwnm 8¢
pBey wnd =g woyen dced
88m C¥e Bud. Sedewwsyes
0nn® dver’ & FReNB Huwo!
@ NEORK.

ur) SBoensy qud amasy 0
G, ol “ndiy @ Lo ”
88aecd &8 e By ed
Sy mé wdedemus BRe .
o Bomecsy BesYesf ‘S
w®emem @lRcw’ DT WO @B

ad 2@ T NeD  (FopSiays,
@b e @ Sedw DOy SE&BG
@B vz DO wlwem o HidSD
DOwm EEAC i1@B)

(Qsorreu 1t efl Ce@pruss—9rsin
YDEF(HLD  LITEISTLIL, Qevall efleusna
S EFHD S geioliy, L merT i T
fleusmr g;mmé&@zb)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External
Affairs and Minister of Planning &
Economic Affairs)
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(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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“@G. N. P. no indicator of national
welfare.

National income or the Gross National
Product (G.N.P.) is usually taken as the
dominant indicator to national welfare.
But the national product tells nothing
about income distribution, says Dr.
Rainer Schickele, visiting Professor 1
Agricultural Economics, University of
Ceylon in an article entitled, ¢ Minimising
Poverty : A Key Issue in Economic De-
velopment.’”
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(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—Minis-
ter of Finance)
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(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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“The hon. Member for Kolonnawa has
criticized the practice of revising the
G.N.P. figures for past years which have
already been published in the previous
annual reports. He points out, for ins-
tance, that the G.N.P. figure for 1967 as
appearing in the 1868 report differs from

the figure for 1967 as appearing in the
1967 report.”

cRwR g & Beam EES.

“Estimates of the G.N.P. are made by
the Central Bank only two months after
the close of the calendar year. At this
time, except for the organized sectors,
data are available only as provisional
fisures. When the final figures become
available the estimates are revised by
substituting final figures for the provi-
sional ones. This substitution in no way
affects the comparability of data from
year to year as the method of computa-
tion remains the same.”
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(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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(The Hon. Wanninayake)

This has nothing to do with the
Central Bank.

mnde 5. 9. evell (wSwsy
EB»0)

(seor B erer. erib. QuUCrrmr—u g wr g
Corian_)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

Your planning is entirely based on
this.
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(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minis-
ter of State and Parliamentary Secretary
to the Prime Minister and Minister of De-

ftnce & External Affairs)
asy suon.
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(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
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e Y. 8. eueds
(sorflG) erer. erib. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But your Central Bank Report
carried it. The first page says he is
still a deputy governor of the bank.
They must correct it.
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(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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0 VAE ol NN
(Qawerres i af Co@pruss
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The hon. Member for Kolonnawa
(Mr. Ilangaratne) raised a num-
ber of matters which, I think
he himself will agree with me,
could be more properly raised when
the estimates of the Hon. Minister of
Finance are being considered. - For
instance, he questioned the accuracy
of the figures as regards the Gross
National Product, and even went on
to question the increases in real
wages. I have no doubt that the Hon.
Minister of Finance will deal with
some of them, but I should like to re-
mind the hon. Member that I have
myself dealt with these very matters
he referred to when I spoke on the
final day of the Debate on the Second
Reading of the Budget.

Firstly, he made the point that the
Gross National Product increase in it-
self does not mean much. I agree with
him. I agree entirely with him. We
have also to think of the way in
which this increase has been distri-
buted. If it is not satisfactorily
distributed, then the vast bulk of the
people will not benefit much by this
increase in the Gross National Pro-
duct. ‘

During the course of the Budget
Debate I endeavoured to show that
there was a very satisfactory distri-
bution as well. Firstly, I emphasized
the fact that a great part of this in-
crease has been in the domestic agri-
cultural sector. An increase in the
domestic agricultural sector would
naturally mean that the benefit went
to the many thousands of cultivators
of Ceylon. Often, hon. Members oppo-
site, when they talk of production in
the agricultural sector, speak about
the food production drive having
benefited some capitalists. They often
say this because of the special leases.
The special leases cover only 50,000
acres but the paddy production area
of Ceylon is over 1% million acres. So,
to a great extent this increase, if you
look at it that way, benefited the
m the hon. Member

V.
LIC LIBRARY e the benetis to 2
JAFFNA.
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Then again, I quoted the increase
in real wages of the different types of
workers. | have already mentioned
the cultivators. About the workers :
the hon. Member pointed to cer-
tain later figures because the Central
Bank Report dealt with figures up to
the end of 1968. Let him take the
figures further towards the end oi
1969 when the increase in the wages
provided in the Budget also comes in.
The hon. Member knows that in this
Budget public servants and wvarious
people will get certain benefits and
it would be relevant to consider what
that will be at the end of 1969.

But my point is this: even if sub-
sequently the increase in real wages
went down from 1968 to 1969, it is
still higher than when we took over.
That is the point I wish to make.

QC-aS B e,

(8. Qomsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
The cost of living has gone up.

o ARG ew HNeD
(Qaerres L ofl Cr@priss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The cost of living is accounted for
in the increase in real wages. It is
taken intc account in the computa-
tion of increase in real wages. Even
taking the figures he quoted from the
monthly bulletin you find that there
is an improvement on the position
that existed when we took over, and
therefore the increase in the cost of
living has been more than matched
by the increase in incomes or wages.
So, it was not only an increase in
the GNP, for whilst there was the
increase, the bulk of it went mainly
to the very class I think hon. Mem-
bers would like it to go to—the wage-
earning class, the cultivators, the pea-
sants and the workers.

Now, the other point the hon.
Member for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilanga-
ratne) made was as regards the
foreign debt. I think the hon. Mem-
ber was confusing the various types

Rewide x5 SeFDC®
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of loans that we have. There are short-
term credits that we get. When we
are in difficulties over our balance
of payments, we get short-term
credits. We have obtained short-term

credit. We have to pay a great deal
of interest. 1 do not want the hon.
Member to confuse that with the
loans that are meant for develop-
ment and other matters.

Firstly, I want to disabuse the
mind of the hon. Member as regards
the categcry of country from which
we receive these loans. He said it is
confined to what he called certain
capitalist countries.

OCoDCD B Sean
(8p. Qamsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Particular categories of loans are
confined to those three countries.

ad DAE o NN

(Qzorres L afl Coempriss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

No, they are not confined to those

countries. We get from various other
countries

OGS 5y .
(B @wiarger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Supply scheme.

oS, DRE et 3NN
(Gserres i afl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

—the Soviet Union, the GDR. I
think he was responsible for the
. D. R. loan we are using today.

OCNSW B .
(8. Qovmsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
That is project aid.

aG; DAE o 5NN

(Qaerrar 1L ofl Caeysruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Project aid we get from those

countries too, for instance, Yugosla-
via.
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(8. @oinsrser)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
That is all project aid.

0& DAE i BNsNweD

(Qsearras i of Co@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Project aid as well as commodity
aid. I dealt with this question of com-

modity aid and project aid in the
Budget Debate too.

OC-NSY 5y .
(8w @onsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
You will not get

commodity aid
under this.

o0& WRE e N NG
(Qaorres L ofl Creprigs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

For instance, I said in my speech
on the Budget that we have to take
into account the total amount of
resources that are available to us for
the year and then decide what part
we should set aside for consumption
and what part for development, and
apportion accordingly. So, the first
statement, that loans are confined to
particular countries which he proba-
bly dislikes, is incorrect.

BCoNCH 5> O¢sa,

(8w @omsrser)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Commodity aid is being brought
not from socialist countries but these
three countries.

o 8. ¢l ¥wkdBR%
(Ozorrar Cgp. YT, ST FeT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Then we must get it from some-
where else.

QCoOEHY 5 s,

(Bw. Qamsrser)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

I am not arguing on that. What I
said was that these are the countries

which give commodity aid under that
scheme.
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ad ARE o PN
(Qaorrar " af G’&@fmmwées)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

We have to be very thankful that
we are getting it. Otherwise we shall
have to cut down on consumption.
You will start howling if we cut
down on consumption. We have to
be thankful that we have got this
type of aid.

ol of. 8. SwdBam
(Ozarrar Geg. oyr. sweur ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
First we have to live.

@& RRVE ot N NGD

(Oserres 1 1 of] Cor@prudés)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The other point that the hon. VMiem-
ber made was in regard to the terms
of this aid. That too I dealt with in
my speech on the Budget. We get
this aid on various terms. I grant
that some countries charge interest—
for instance, West Germany, France
and, I think, Japan. The rates of in-
terest are not so very low. Others
charge less. In the case of the UK.
there is no interest at all.

$Dah 5. 2. cweds
(soor @ ereir. erib. QuUGram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Canada.

o DDE o BNBNGD
(Caerres i ofl Coreprudgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

In the case of Canada it is an out-
right gift; in the case of Australia
it is an outright grant; in the case
of the U.K. there is no interest with
a grace period of three years ; repay-
able in 25 years. So, when you take
all these different terms on which we
get aid and average out—I have
given figures in my Budget speech
too—it comes to between 2% to 3 per
cent. And we have got from 1965 to
date an accommodation to the extent
of Rs. 700 million averaging at 21 to
3 per cent. Does he blame us for
that ? He ought to praise us for that,
for being able to get in these three
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or four years as much as 700-odd mil-

lion rupees averaging out at 23 to 3
per cent interest. That is an achieve-
ment. In fact that is, to a great ex-
tent, how we managed to carry on,
with the lowest external earnings
since 1953. Our export earnings have
been the lowest since 1953, and this
accommodation helped us to a great
extent.

Now, how is this to be repaid ? Of
course, it has to be repaid because
the country now is developing at an
unprecedented rate. It is this deve-
lopment that will enable these loans
to be repaid and, I might say, if you
consider this a developing country,
the amount—the fotal amount that
we owe—is not too high in relation
to our earnings. So one need not
get alarmed at that at all.

Then the hon. Member for Pana-
dura (Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
spoke about co-ordination between
ministries. ~'Well, normally, in res-
pect of common activities, the de-
partments concerned work in co-
ordination. For example, take food
production. There is co-ordination
at every level. There is a Cabinet
Sub-Committee, and co-ordination
takes place between all ministries
concerned with food production.
thereafter co-ordination is effected at
kachcheri level, and all the way
down.

Then there is the Planning Sub-
Committee of the Cabinet where the
Ministers concerned with develop-
ment are represented, and a certain

degree of co-ordination takes place
there,

But when it comes to a question
like the one the hon. Member men-
tioned, the two Ministries concerned
contact each other, and co-ordination
takes place.

BHewldm 0535 ©edaces
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“99 By RBsecnd 1 Dp»y wCOPG wWT
&i. 18,82,000 = €eC coel AW Gied W
wpe” om 8dDg 00um GEFY, umudom da.

29 2 KSvewsd 1
Cud cOnm
DEB CE.

“22 b g%y, 1 gyth @ird@GUUEDID  eHUT
18,82,000 < aarulh Geissuu®Gons ™
@ BssLLLe anpsbaneTariul .

GT 6L

22 9y g%y, 1 g4 eITEGULIGHD 2L L 6UleRT
ey @2ty LewhiEsILILL S

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,882,000
for Head 22, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 22, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 2 w@dme—we® o p—s5sbhdinm

8c®, 4. 30,69,092
ard@uuan @, 2.—uflurwersd CFeae)seT—
BemBamd GQFaey, esum 30,69,092

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 3,069,092

“22 2 AQlvesd 2 Dy wpOEH»w zewm
& 30,69,092 = eG cre@ANEO HMET DE
GaPs”’ w sdDG FSu® G, swmstenm Sa.

22 2 Sdvecud 2 2 wl@mne gueda®
06l ommmlum WOwd HFw «wy «wi BDewo
WDEB GE.

“22 oib g%, 2 b UNEGLILGHID eHUT

30,69,092 oy aleurulln Geréstiu@wns *  ergpih

& ofley eNBssLULE arp) ms@srerariiulL. g.

22 gyib SuLiL), 2 Byl QUTEGLLIGRTLD L6 2a0r
ey @ 2emrwienilss UL g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 3,069,092
for Head 22, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule,” put, and agreed to.

Head 22, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 2 wlPvu—wmEm» MTH—YcA» Bwed,
& 31,325

eurg@iuentn @, 3.—uflurwens Geeeyser—.ops
suGUr@mL OFeeay, esum 31,325

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—-
Cepital Expenditure, Rs. 31,325
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O QuvewB 3 9» wldmw wewm
Si. 31,325 ®» 8eC croAPWO FRNECH DS
e’ @®d YW SRu® G2, Bwmndn
Ses.

22 95 RBuecwd 3 2» wldwme guedam
0wl omdum ®mOwd BFe @ «& BVewo
W™ G2,

O
22

“22 gy s2%wil, 3 ZHD @TEGUUGULD LT
GTgnIth @@

31,325 gtalonullh Gsisauu@ons

A@ssLUL@ a7 miEETETer UL .

22 oyib %L, 3 b QUTEGULGITD UL a2
W6y (3)2eoorwcirenfllas SULILLGI.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 31,325

for Head 22, Vote No. 3, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to,

Head 22, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

7 2 68dme—adSm HRIADE—YCI®
Se®, &. 466,675

amg@LiLed @a. T.—Qurmgentsiro 24865 S—
2psauurmL. Ceasy, enul 4,66,67H

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 466,675

“99 91 BSvcwd T D wlOme we

& 4,66,675 @ ©eC cuel AWMU FNEY DE

ane” w» gd»e IVem» I somelen

.
922 D R¥Bewud 7 21 wCdMwu ol AMod
emPud mSwd BFw @y «wiB Bewlo DS®

c

“22 apih gy, T 2ph QISGUUGTID EHLIT
4,66,675 o7 gQILh
SSl@y BBFELULE ad msCIsTeTaTIULLSl.

2L alerullh  GrrssOu@ors

22 gy B2%Ly, T S4h AITEGUILSTTD HLL 62w
Wy (B2 wiLteNES I L Sl

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 466,675
for Head 22, Vote No. 7, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 22, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule. :
26 22 QlBw.—uDB N QIBY
e DOum B8EAC gHBDIW
1 9@ wuldme—mnde ©HAC oIfolm®
wB8m8 s ¢gBms &0sn, & 63,735
26 gytb FWUIL|—FEUD, @EHLITLL]
LD & FIT
ans@uuen @, 1.—uemiurerfar 2y @ns @i
Gaigenpn Sy UIQ&EEHLD, EHUM 63,735
Heap 26.—MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING
Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 63,735
@ of & & AC wm—(cc8nAJ)
(B 2yt Gz 23, 19 Qua—0 6l meur)
(Mr. R. J. G. de Mel—Devinuwara)
I move,
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“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10”

Mr. Chairman, it is a matter of
regret that after two and a half years
the Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation
has still not furnished a report of its
activities. The Information Depart-
ment too has not submitted its
Administration Report for the Ilast
financial year. 1t makes it very
difficult, Sir, for us to come before
this House in Committee and discuss
the financial Estimates of various
Ministries and the activities of
various Corporations under these
Ministries. Over a period of two and
a half years has elapsed since its in-
ception and this House has still not
been furnished with the annual re-
port and accounts even for the first
year of activity of the Ceylon Broad-
casting Corporation.

& en 1145

It is a matter which we, as legis-
lators, deprecate very much, and I
would call upon you to see that some
action is taken in order that these
annual reports may reach us in time
for the discussion of the Estimates cf
these Ministries.

When the Ceylon Broadcasting
Corporation was inaugurated it was
the hope of every one of us that,
under the new atmosphere of
freedom which a corporation en-
joys when compared with the acti-
vities of a department, there would
be a regeneration in the activities of
the broadcasting organization in this
country, that there would be a flower-
ing of new talent, and that our radio
programmes would improve.

I am sorry to say that in the last
two and a half years an improvement
in the programmes of this organiza-
tionn has still not been evident. Apart
from there being no improvement, I
regret to state that there has been a
flight of talent from this corporation.
Some of the finest Sinhala drama-
tists in this country, some of our
finest Sinhala script-writers and pro-
ducers have left the corporation for
reasons best known to themselves.
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I would wish to mention some of
these names because these are names
which have some meaning in Sinhala
drama, in Sinhala music and in
Sinhala writing.

There is the case of Mr. Dayananda
Gunewardena who is acknowledged
to be one of the finest Sinhala
dramatists of this generation. He was
in the radio organization for very
many years. I think he was recruited
to the organization during my period
there. He has produced some of the
finest plays in this country and he
has improved this organization in the
last year. There is the case of K. A.
W. Perera who, in my opinion, is
probably the finest script-writer in
this country and a great producer of
plays and films. He has left the
Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation in
the course of last year. There is the
case of Karunaratne Abeysekera
whose name is a household word in
the world of Sinhala broadcasting.
He has left the corporation in the
course of the last year. There is the
case of P. Welikala who was specially
trained in many foreign countries for
| the broadecasting of rural programmes
which constitute a very important
section of the broadcasting pro-
grammes of this country. He has left
the corporation in the course of last

year. There is the case of Mahagama

Sekara whose name is also a house-
hold word in Sinhala drama, Sinhala
novel, Sinhala writing and Sinhala
broadcasting. He too has left the cor-
poration in the course of last year.
They are all excellent producers and
some of the best we have had in
Radio Ceylon. There are also certain
other producers and excellent men
who are languishing within the con-
fines of the Ceylon Broadcasting Cor-
poration without any worthwhile
work to perform. There is the case
of Madawala Ratnayake, another
excellent Sinhala seript-writer and
producer, who is now supposed to be
editing the “ Radio Times ”. There is
the case of Wimal Abeysundera,
another excellent producer, who is

now supposed to be producing the
4 corporation magazine.
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How can Sinhala programmes
improve, how can Sinhala broad-
casting improve, when the best talent
in the sphere of Sinhala drama,
Sinhala music and Sinhala writing
has left the Ceylon Broadcasting
Corporation in the course of the last
year ? We should explore the
reasons for the flight of this talent
from the corporation. Some of these
pecple who have left have met me
and discussed their problems. Some
of them have left, no doubt, because
they were offered more lucrative
employment elsewhere. But it is my
contention that the main object of
forming a corporation was to allow
it a certain amount of freedom from
Treasury rules and regulations, from
being hamstrung by certain salary
scales. It was set up with the inten-
tion of drawing the best talent on the
best possible terms and retaining the
talent that was already there because
they were dissatisfied with the service
and their salary scales. If you
analyse their cases, it is quite
apparent that the large majority, if
not all of them, have left the cor-
poration due to dissatisfaction with
their conditions of service, their
salary scales and also the atmosphere
under which they have been called
upon to work.

All the artistes in the corporation
are not necessarily mercenary-
minded. There are some artistes who
have been serving this organization
for over ten years on very low
salaries ; they continue to serve the
corporation and they continue to give
of their best. Some of the artistes
have left the organization because
they have felt that it does not have
the necessary atmosphere of cultural
freedom in which to work and deve-
lop their talents in the interests of
this country.

I should also refer to the case of
L. M. P. Jayatunge, another producer
who was specially trained in broad-
casting for rural areas. There is also
the case of Colombage, a very
experienced hand. Both of them are
now languishing in the corporation
doing some work which has no con-
nection “with production work.
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In the place of the people who have
left, the Ceylon Broadcasting Cor-
poration has now recruited a set of
people who are greenhorns. I do not
for a moment wish to adduce the
argument that anybody is indispen-
sable.

I personally do net think that any-
body is indispensable. Neither is the
Prime Minister indispensable to your
party nor is the fair Leader of the
Opposition indispensable to ours.
Anybody can be dispensed with. But
I am aggrieved at this flight of talent,
the best talent, from our radio
organization after the C. B. C.
was  constituted. @ There  must
be some reason for this, and I call
upon the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary to look into these reasons and
see whether these persons had been
properly treated, whether the terms
and conditions of their service were
conducive to the flowering of their
talent.

It is not a question of salary alone.
Some persons have been working
there for a very long time at very
low salaries. I admit that the salaries
of certain persons have been
improved after the conversion of
Radio Ceylon into the Ceylon Broad-
casting Corporation. I do not deny
that. But still these persons I have
mentioned left because they felt that
they could not work in an atmosphere
which lacked cultural freedom and
give of their best.

Then, there is the question of the
disparity of salary scales after the
formation of the corporation. As far
as I know, the general principle was
that there would be an increase in
salaries and wages of roughly 15 per
cent. But it would appear that when
Radio Ceylon became a corporation,
while the minor employees and the
lower grades have been restricted to
a salary increase of 15 per cent, cer-
tain favoured people, specially-
privileged persons, have had their
salaries increased by as much as one
hundred per cent, some as much as
two hundred per cent, and some even
as much as three hundred per cent.

While the minor grades got only
a 15 per cent increase, while the pro-
ducers, the programme o0rganizers

1969 geadedzmy 31

514

— 2l eend

and the announcers who are really
the steel-frame of the organization
got only a 15 per cent increase, cer-
tain persons on the administrative
side of the radio organization, doing
purely administrative work, the quill-
drive.s, had their salaries increased
by as much as one hundred per cent.
1 would refer to the case of the Direc-
tor (Administration) and Adminis-
trative Secretary of the Commercial
Service.

Now, I have no objection to any-
body’s salary being increased. I am
all for increase in salaiies. But this
is a case where the large majority of
the minor employees get a 15 per cent
increase of salary on their absorption
by the corporation, where the pro-
ducers, the artistes, the script-writers
and the announce:s get only a 15 per
cent increase, whereas a person on
the administrative side gets an in-
crease of as much as one hundred per
cent or even two hundred per cent.
It is this type of diserimination in
the adjustment of salary scales when
Radio Ceylon was made a corporation
that I am against.

The other matter I wish to raise
relates to foreign experts. I am not
against the employment of foreign
experts. The radio organization will
do well to get a number of {oreign
experts from various radio organiza-
tions in the world. I understand that
there are two gentlemen working in
the Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation
who have been loaned by the British
Broadeasting Corporation, probably
extremely competent radic personnel,
by the names of Wavel and Hunt. I
am not against that. What I am
against is that you allow these
foreign experts, more or less, to run
the whole organization for you. Em-
ploy them by all means in an advi-
sory capacity, but do not let the
B.B.C. take over the functions of the
C.B.C. Do not let these experts run
the organization for you.

I understand—I am open to correc-
ticn ; I do not know the inner work-
ings of the organization ; let the hon
Parliamentary Secretary correct me
if T am wrong—that on various occs-
sions these gentlemen from the
BB.C. select applicants for wvarious
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posts in the Ceylon Broadcasting Cor-
poration. They are on various selec-
tion boards, and due to their inability
to speak in the official language the
work of the selection boards is con-
ducted in the English language. This
is a matter that I have brought to
the notice of this House more than
once. How can a Sinhala graduate
have a fair chance of selection when
a selection board conducts its inter-
view in a language that is unfamiliar
to him ? By all means have them
there in an advisory capacity but let
not those advisers dictate the condi-
tions of selection. Let not these ex-
perts from the B. B. C. conduct inter-
views for selection in the English
language to the detriment of hun-
dreds of Sinhala graduates and Sin-
hala-qualified applicants who have no
knowledge of the English language
when they come before them.

Then there is this question of the
Voice of America broadcasts which
I have had to refer to again and again
in the course of the Committee stage
of the Budget. I do not know when
this agreement will come up for rene-
wal. I know this agreement came up
for renewal when I was the Director-
General of Broadcasting. In fact, on
an earlier occasion, the Hon. Prime
Minister asked me the question why
I did not abrogate that agreement if
I was against it. I gave him the rea-
son why. I told him that I recommen-
ded the abrogation of the agreement,
but unfortunately my recommenda-
tion was not approved by the then
S. L. F. P. Government for reasons
best known to them.

g. 0. 11.30

There is a condition in that agree-
ment which requires the vetting of
the Voice of America programmes by
the authorities in the Ceylon Broad-
casting Corporation. All the pro-
grammes of the Voice of America
can be controlled by the Ceylon
Broadcasting Corporation, and all
their programmes can be vetted
under the terms of that agreement.
I would like to find out from the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary whether the
conditions of the asreement are being
fulfilled and whether all the pro-
grammes of the Voice of America
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are being vetted before their ulti-
mate transmission over the Ceylon
Broadcasting Corporation, and what
action he is taking to see that no
broadcast which is prejudicial to the
good name of this country and to the
policy of non-alignment goes over the
Voice of America beams from
Ceylon.

I know many occasions when such
broadcasts went out and the Ambas-
sador of the U.S.S.R. came rushing
to protest against such broadcasts.
There were occasions when the High
Commissioner for India in Ceylon
came to Radio Ceylon to protest
against the broadcasts of the Voice
of America. There were occasions
when the Ambassador of the People’s
Repuhlic of China came to Radio
Ceylon to protest against the broad-
casts of the Voice of America. These
things might be happening even
now. Broadcasts which are not in
keeping with the policy of non-align-
ment of this country might be going
out. It is extremely important to
check such broadecasts in the interest
of the foreign policy of this Govern-
ment. I would ask the Prime Minister
and the Hon. Minister in the other
House to see that the Voice of Ame-
rica broadecasts in Ceylon are vetted

before they are put over.

o0& @l o Oam (3 SE®
GOB wd DN B o @2 8¢€ w @B
e @lEe®sY¥n oFT W)

(Qaerrar opi. 19Crwogre—s oreonrri @

GDUDFFHLD, SHU®, GAITLIL] YEIDF
NG LITrreBeTpd srifush@uh)
(The Hon. R. Premadasa—Minister of
Local Government and Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Information
& Broadcasting)

Can you give me specific instances ?

¢ &G .

(B 15 Oue)

(Mr. de Mel)

It happened last year or so. I have
not been listening to the broadcasts,

but I am sure that there is no con-
trol and no vetting.

W o @ges
(Dserres 9CTingme)
(The Hon. Premadasa)

Do you say that we have had no
control:?
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(8. 19 Oue)

(Mr. de Mel)

I do not expect you to vet every
programme, but it is a good thing, it
is a salutary thing in the interest of

this country, to have at least a system
of test-checks.

I wish also to refer to the engi-
neering section. The engineering sec-
tion, in my opinion, is the weakest
link in the Ceylon Broadcasting Cor-
poration. I hope some improvement
has been effected after the installa-
tion of the transmitter at Maho.

I wish to know what is happening
to the installation of a transmitter at
Weerakatiya to improve trans-
mission in the Southern Province. It
is almost impossible to get a clear
reception in the Southern Province.

o ey gl

(Qaerren GOCrwsrs)
(The Hon. Premadasa)
Action is being taken.

e & .

(8w 5 Ouwe)

(Mr. de Mel)

I am thankful to the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary.

Now I wish to refer, in passing, to
certain matters connected with the
Commercial Service. I referred,
during the Committee stage dis-
cussion of the Budget last year, to an
alleged racket regarding Hindi and
Tamil film music. The hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary informed us that
the matter was being investigated by
the C.ID., the Department of Ex-
change Control, and the Police. The
alleged racket is regarding foreign
exchange payments for certain Hindi
and Tamil film music broadcasts on
the programmes of the Commercial
Service Overseas Beam. I do not
know what action has been taken on
this matter, whether any officers
have been found guilty of being in-
volved in this racket of sending
foreign exchange out as payments for
advertising Hindi and Tamil film
music, and whether any action has
been taken against the officers who
were responsible for this racket.
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I also referred to the agent of the
Commercial Service in India. There
has been only one agent of the Com-
mercial Service in India for the last
so many years, and some of the ills
of the Commercial Service, parti-
cularly in its Overseas Beam, are due
to the fact that this agent in Bombay
holds a monopoly in India on behalf
of the Ceylon Broadcasting Cor-
poration. I think the advertising
revenue of the Broadcasting Cor-
poration will increase if the Corpora~-
tion will take action to appoint
agents in Calcutta, Madras, IDelhi, and
the other main cities of Incia, with-
out confining the agency to this one
agent in Bombay, I do not know
whether any action has been taken
on this matter. I would like to know
what action has been taken.

Then there is the question of the
Indo-Ceylon Trade Agreement. The
advertising revenue from the Over-
seas Beam of the Commercial Service
can be considered almost as an in-
visible export to India. The balance
of trade as between India and Ceylon
is heavily weighted in favour of
India, as you know, and proposals
have been made from time to time
that the advertising revenue of the
Commercial Service be used as a sort
of invisible export to India. I think
the Director-General went on a
mission to India with certain other
officials in this connection, and we
would like to know whether any
agreement has been reached with the
Indian Government as regards these
matters and whether the Indian
Government has relaxed the various
restrictions it imposed at that time
on the advertising revenue of the
Broadcasting Corporation from India.

I now wish to refer, in passing, to
certain statistics of food preduction
and certain cost of living items
which are broadcast from time to
time on the beams of the Ceylon
Broadcasting Corporation. When one
listens to the cost of living items, the
prices of essential foodstuffs, the
prices of essential vegetables, meat,
fish and so on which are broadesast
over the Ceylon Broadcasting Cor-
poration. I sincerely do not mind as
taking my place in the queue behind
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the Director-General to get essential
items of food at those prices. I am
sure that if the people of Colombo,
not to say the whole of Ceyion,
believe that essential foodstuffs can
be got at the prices mentioned by the
Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation at
the corporation itself, the queusz
which would start behind the
Director-General would  extend
right alorng Bullers Road up to Bam-
balapitiya Station. I would call upon
the Ceylon Broadcasting Corporaticn
not to indulge in cheap propaganda
of this kind. It would appear that it
is only from the Ceylon Broadcasting
Corporation that y#u can get essential
foodstuffs at the piices mentioned by
them. The mnational broadcasting
organization is only stultifying itself
by putting across this type of
propaganda.

Then, from time to time one hears

news bulletins as regards food
production  statistics. The fs0d
production statistics of various

districts are broadcast from time to
time by the Ceylon Broadcasting
Corporation. In this connexion I wish
to state that during one of my visits
to the agricultural areas of my
constituency I had occasion to refer
to the statistics being broadcast
about the Matara District. I spoke to
a cultivator of Devinuwara. In fact he
happens to be the govi raja of my
area. Incidentally the govi raja of
my area happens to be a vice-presi-
dent of one of my S. L. F. P. organi-
zations. This govi raja told me that
he had been carefully collecting all
these statistics being broadcast about
the yields of the various districts,
and he said that if you collect 2all
these statistics—

a& ey Qe
(Caworreu 19C T 5TEF)
"~ (The Hon. Premadasa)

What did he say about himself ?

e O @cu.

(Blcs- 19 Ouocd)

(Mr. de Mel)

As far as he is concerned, he knows
that the statistics were collected on
a yard by yard plot on the Khoshal
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basis. All the food production statis-
tics of this country are collected on
the basis of certain calculations done
by one Mr. Khoshal, a pupil of Pro-
fessor Mahalanobis, and who came
from the Calcutta Institute of Statis-
tics to Ceylon in 1952 and produced
two reports on crop sampling surveys.
The idea was to get a sample from a
yard by yard plot and to obtain
certain average statistics, and on the
basis of the average statistics to
calculate the yields of the yayas of
the various districts.

This is why we are not prepared
to accept the statistics of the
Minister of Agriculture and Food,
however much we are prepared to
extend our co-operation to him on
the food drive. I have always exten-
ded my co-operation to the Minister
of Agriculture and Food on the food
drive but I am not prepared to accept
his statistics, and I am sure the govi
raja of my area does not believe the
statistics produced by the Govern-
ment Agent of the Matara District,
because it is only a sample survey
and not an absolute test.

I do not know whether Mr.
Khoshal is in the land of the living
or in the land of the dead. He was an
old man in 1952 and I knew him my-
self. If he is dead, he would be
turning in his grave to know for
what purpose the Khoshal system is
being employed by this Government.
As 1 said, I knew Mr. Khoshal, and I
worked with him in the Ministry of
Agriculture and Food when he was
in this country on an assignment
under the Colombo Plan.

o0& o Sgs
(Caerrar 19Cringrs )
(The Hon. Premadasa)

What did your govi raja say about
how he became govi raja ?

e Qg .

(Bap. 19 Guoev)
(Mr. de Mel)

On the basis of these sample tests
he became a govi raja.
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od ey g
(Q@errey QOCrvsTe)
(The Hon. Premadasa)
Did he say so ?

e S Ow.

(B 1g. Gue)

(Mr. de Mel)

Oh, yes! For this purpose they
take the average yield of the best
plot of land in the yayae, while Mr.
Khoshal’s idea was to take the
average yield of an average plot in
the yaya. That is the great difference
between your statistics and the
method of Mr. Khoshal. Mr. Khoshal
contemplated taking the average
yield of the average plot in a yaya.
But your gramasevakas, your
district revenue officers, and your
government agents, in order to
please the Government, take the
average yield of the best plot in a
yaya, multiply it by the number of
acres, and send the statistics to the
kachcheri. That is the reason why we
do not believe your statistics.

Under the Votes of the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting I wish
to refer to a matter of some public
importance in connection with the
press and press freedom in this
country. I, Sir, for my part, am sll
for the freedom of the press, but not
for the dictatorship of the press, a
press monopoly.

g, on. 11.45

This Government at various times
promised in its Throne Speeches to
establish a press council, to take steps
to curb and control the monopoly, the
present dictatorship of the press in
this country. I would like to ask the
Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Information and Broad-
casting what steps have been taken by
this Government to fulfil their pro-
mise at least to establish some type
of press council to control the exces-
ses of the press in this country, which
excesses are the freedom of the wild
ass which has been given to the press
groups of this country. I would like
to ask the Parliamentary Secretary
what steps have been taken to draft
legislation for the establishment of a
press council in this country.
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Such a press council would not only
safeguard the reading public and the
freedom of the people of this country,
but it would also safeguard the
employees of the press, the
journalists. It would also safeguard
the gentlemen of the fourth estate,
the codes of conduct, the codes of
journalistic ethics. I think the people
of the press—probably not the own-
ers, the proprietors and the directors
—would welcome such a press coun-
cil. We should control the excesses
of the press.

I think you are aware that at this
moment in India certain commissions
of inquiry have been appointed to
investigate the new octopuses, the
new monopolies, that are growing up
in that country. There was an
inquiry by Mr. Dutt into the Birla
Group. Now, the Indian Parliament
has instituted a full-fledged commis-
sion of inquiry into the activities of
the Birla Group. In the same way
the Indian Government has instituted
various inquiries into the conduct of
various newspaper groups, various
monopoly newspaper groups, in that
country. It was only the other day
that the “ Times of India” was sub-
jected to a complete scrutiny of its
affairs. After a complete scrutiny of
its affairs, yesterday this report ap-
peared in the Ceylon newspapers—I
am quoting from the “ Daily Mirror ”
of 30th August 1969—under the head-
line “ Court sacks ‘Times of India’
Manager ” :

“The Bombay High Court yesterday
ordered that the general manager of The
Times of India, Mr. P. K. Roy, be dis-
missed and restrained from interfering or
meddling in the affairs of Bennet and
Coleman Limited, the proprietory ecom-
pany. ”

It owns the Times of India.

“The court, responding to a petition
from the Indian Government ”—

In other words, the Indian Govern-
ment instituted this action against
the Times of India in the Bombay
High Court—

—“in ccennection with cases filed about
alleged misappropriation, also restrained
the former chairman of the company,
Mr. Shanti Prasad Jain, and directors,
Messrs. Gian Chand Jain. Alok Prakash
Jain and Mrs. Rama Jain, from inter-
fering or meddling with company affairs.
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Three employees of the company "—

That is, employees of this news-
paper group—
—“Messrs. P. L. Sah, K. S. Raman and

T. S. George, were ordered to be pro-
tected "—

They were ordered to be protected.

—** against dismissal, reduction in rank
or victimisation for allegations made in
the petition ”.

I am sure that if any of the jour-
nalists up there were to report what
I am going to say, some of them may
be victimized, some of them may be
dismissed, some of them may even
be reduced in rank. Then the report
goes on to state that the chief accoun-
tant and the stores superintendent
were earlier granted pardon on con-
dition that they made a full and true
disclosure of circumstances within
their knowledge. The report
~ continues :

“The charges concern alleged misap-
propriation of nearly two million rupees
between 1957 and 1964. According to the
prosecution, Mr. Shanti Prasad Jain
wanted Rs. 50,000 paid to him monthly
from company funds without payment
| appearing in the books.”

The chairman wanted Rs. 50,000
paid to him monthly without pay-
ment appearing in the books!

“To do this a much lower figure than

the actual amount received was entered
for sales of newsprint waste and other

items.”

Now, the Indian Government has
been bold enough to institute far-
reaching investigations into the con-
duct of the press of that country, the
monopoly press of that country.
There was the famous Mundra scan-
dal which resulted in Mr. T. Krishna-
machari, the then Minister of Finance
in India, having to resign from the
Government. There is now the
Birla inquiry and the inquiry into
the Times of India.

I would call upon the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Information and Broadcasting to see
to it that a full-fledged inquiry is
instituted into the various activities
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of the monopoly press of this country.
I do not wish to refer to any press
by name or to any directors by name.
It is high time that both the Gov-
ernment and the Opposition—there
are various national issues ; this is a
national issue—got together to insti-
tute a full-fledged commission of
inquiry into the various activities of
the so-called national press of this
country, for instance their purchases
of newsprint over the last 20 years.
If you take the “Ceylon Observer ”
you will see that the newsprint used
is the cheapest newsprint in the
world. Far from being suitable for
printing newspapers it is not even
fit for the early morning ablutions,
not even fit for toilet purposes. It is
the cheapest newsprint in the world
on which the “ Ceylon Observer” is
printed.

The people of this country have
been fooled far too long by these
newspaper magnates. Please hold an
inquiry into the purchases of news-
print by the monopoly press of this
country over the last 20 years. Will
the Government hold an inquiry into
the purchase of machinery by the
monopoly press of this country over
the last 20 years ? Will the Govern-
ment hold an inquiry into the various
payments for foreign news, various
payments made to Reuter’s organiza-
tion for the supply of foreign news ?
I know something about this because
Radio Ceylon also had to pay
Rs. 100,000 to the Associated News-
papers of Ceylon for the privilege of
getting Reuter’s news as well as
news from the Press Trust of India.
Will you hold an inquiry into the
payments in foreign exchange made
to Reuters? Will you hold an in-
quiry into the payments made in
foreign exchange to the Press Trust
of India and to the wvarious other
agencies ?

We have come to the stage when
we either have to attack these vari-
ous monopolies, make these various
monopolies conform to the national
aspirations of this country, or
succumb to them.,
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This Government prides itself on
its integrity and its honesty. The
Hon. Prime Minister waxad eloquent
on the need to stop corruption. There
is corruption at the grass roots of the
press of this country. While it has
been preaching morality for the last
twenty years, it is guilty of the most
flagrant exchange control ruses and
income tax frauds in the history of
this country.

I admit, the Hon. Prime Minister
is an honest man, and so is his Par-
liamentary Secretary. But if you
wish to live up to the traditions of
honesty and integrity which you
have proclaimed from every plat-
form, it is your duty to hold a com-
plete investigation into the wvarious
exchange control ruses and income
tax frauds of the monopoly press of
this country.

Sx¥ed Q;mewDd Aw. (0A&eD)
(D5 9Qeren @HewGadasr—aniiyme)
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera—Habaraduwa)
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(The Chairman)

How much longer will the hon.
Member take ? I also want to draw

the hon. Member’s attention to the

1 fact that these are the Votes of the

Minister of Information and Broad-
casting, and he is not responsible for
the press.

doYed qonee WS .

(8. 9ferew @emCadsr)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)

“Information ” 292® ©d weneR
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BB
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(The Chairman)

“ Information ” does not mean any
kind of information. It means infor-
mation that comes under the Minis-
ter’s jurisdiction. Anyway, I have
given the hon. Member a certain
amount of latitude. I only request
him to shorten his speech. This Head
has to be finished by 4.45 p.Mm.
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(The Chairman)

That is not under a Ministry. All
that the hon. Member can say is that
the Ministry should bring in regula-
tions or laws to control the press. All
this time the hon. Member has been
attacking the working of the press,
and that is not something for which
the Minister is answerable.
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I think the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary will agree with me that we
were told when the Department of
Broadcasting was going to be con-
verted into a corporation that it
would function as an independent
institution, that it would adopt an
independent attitude in respect of its
broadcasts.

Take the case of the news broad-
casts of the proceedings of this House.
The corporation is supposed to give
a gist of what hon. Members of this
House say in their speeches, but there
is absolutely no standard with re-
gard to this matter. On some occa-
sions hon. Members of the Opposi-
tion are mentioned as having spoken
or participated in the Debate, or just
one or two sentences that they
uttered are given.

Now, while I admit it is not possi-
ble within the short space of a ten-
minute broadcast to give a full
account of all the speeches, yet there
must be some fairness in regard to
the broadcasts of the proceedings of
this House.

In fact, this is a matter that con-
cerns the privileges of this House—
that no outside body can publish or
broadcast the proceedings of this
House except a fair report of the pro-
ceedings of the House. And as it isia
matter of Privilege, Mr. Speaker “is
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entitled to take notice of any unfair
publication of the proceedings of the
House and to pull up any newspaper
for giving undue prominence to any
one individual as against another. So
also in respect of broadcasts. What is
required is that a fair report of the
proceedings should be published or
broadcast. I think we might ask the
Broadcasting Corporation to let the
Clerk of the House vet the broadcasts
relating to the proceedings of the
House. Then we shall know that one
of our own officers has satisfied him-
self that a fair report has been given.
That I think would be fair and satis-
factory.

I am one of those who regularly
listen in to the radio. Generally after
dinner I sit for a while and listen in
to the radio as a relaxation. But with
regard to the report of the proceed-
ings of this House I do think that
some change ought to be made.

Other hon. Members have already
drawn attention to the broadcasts in
respect of strikes and so on. Surely
some effort must be made by the
broadcasting authorities to find out,
when there is a strike on, why the
workers are striking. After all, the
corporation is supposed to be inde-
pendent. Take the case of the British
Broadcasting Corporation. Whenever
there is a strike on, the strikers them-
selves are directly interviewed over
the radio and are asked, “ Why are
you doing this ? Why are you on
strike ? ” They ask for the reasons for
the strike. Then the B.B.C. also inter-
views the employers or the govern-
ment institution concerned. In that
way a fair picture is presented to the
public. But that does not happen here.
What happens here is that there is a
continual barrage of propaganda
against the strikers. Is that fair ?

I am sorry the hon. Member for
Ambalangoda (Dr. Saddhasena) is
not here. I suppose what he says is
true in a sense. I do not mind that,
because, believe me, the broadecasts of
the corporation have become a joke.
Whatdothey say in the village about
the "broadcasts relating to the food
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production drive ? What they say is,
c88ewd dery BEB dan WEsYeny
According to the broadcasts it
would appear that we have already
reached self-sufficiency in rice. I do
not know from where the Broad-
casting Corporation gets its figures.

ad; 6 Oges

(Qsorsas 19CTgrs)
(The Hon. Premadasa)

I follow them myself.

@Ba 353, O8. cuedl
(ser £l erer. erib. QuUGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am sorry that I have not written
down the figures they give. If those
ficures are correct, then we have
already reached self-sufficiency. If
the radio is correct, then we have
been self-sufficient over and over
again. So far as your food production
broadcasts are concerned, the only
person I think who has outdone you
is Mr. Goebbels himself. There is no-
body else I can think of who has out-
done you with regard to your food
production broadcasts. So far as I am
concerned, I do not think this is going
to cut much ice. You would get a
much better reputation as a fair-
minded institution if you tell the
facts to the people, and I think you
will do much better. But people have
now started discounting all your
radio broadcasts. That is what has
happened. I do not know from where
you get your figures. Who provides
these figures I do not know. I do not
know who is responsible. But cer-
tainly your figures are far outside
those given in the normal documents
and so on.

Then there is one other matter.
The last time when this question
was raised, the Hon. Minister stated
that the commercial broadcast in-
come is improving. I would like to
know what the present position is
because I think the position taken up
by the hon. Member for Devinuwara
{Mr. de Mel) was that ‘there wasla

Rewidn 05385 ©eHdACE
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tendency for it to come down. I would

like to have some assurance from the
Hon. Minister with regard to that.
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Order, please! The Sitting is
suspended till 4.30 p.M.
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Sitting accordingly suspended
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This is a government institution ;
the others are not.
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If there is a breach of Privilege you
can raise it here.
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any other institution, they are subject
to the Hon. Speaker’s Ruling.
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(Qzerrey Coy. QY. SQUIGUIT BT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
IO & 88D TS eesfm®,

0w oy Caws

(Cserses 9Crngme)

(The Hon, Premadasa)

0 e DO 2898, &
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. 63,735 » Ye¢ cvedAmud ey W
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3.

0[5

26 @» Rluewd 1 2 wldme cgoedam
CudB omluswy wmOwd BFw am @i Bewe
DEH GL.

“ 26 b sluoy, 1 b uné@luenTid eRUIT
63,736 e alamulln Grisgsuuons ” ergpibh efl@
ANBESLL-G e dH msCETeTeniLl L &.

26 b %y, 1 b UnEGUUETD L1 aldswr
uller (@ et vLelEsUUcL g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 63,735
for Head 26, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 26, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 P ulinw—iGm o D—uHDEHD
8we®, &. 2,380

auns@Ltienin @, 2.—ufluneend GFeeyseT—
(BemBauHty Glgavey, esur 2,380

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 2,380

“26 2» Slvosd 2 9m» wdOmw wew
S. 2,380 @ 8¢ ¢l aAmwd ey D
e’ «o» gafmde SCum iz, wwmuledn
Des.

26 95 &Zvoud 2 Dm» wldmwe cuedaA®
oud omoum WmSwd By wm «8 Bewo
DéB Ce.

“26 oy S, 2 Sylb QUTEEHLLIGHILD EHLIT
2,380 oL elaruilh Geidali@uons ” eTepib @@

3
NE&SULLR 6 pis6lsTerer il L g.

26 oy 5%y, 2 oyb eunE@LILIGRTID 2L 6T
ufley (@ evor ity el s LI L .

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 2,380
for Head 26, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule,” put, and agread to.

Head 26. Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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—nde 8Bend

3 22 wOIMB.—wCH M’ H—Yedm» TFwed,
&. 12,000

uré@Luen (Qov. 3—uflureens Cseasei—
S&sLOurmL. Qsaay, grur 12,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 12,000

“26 Dy BluwewB 3 D wOOmw wem
S 12,000 = e cueC A gy W
aRe” w® yd e Sum GTBY, wNkddm
s,

26 2 Rlvewd 3 Om» wEmw gzl AB®
Owd omlu mOwd AFTw @) i Bewe
DD GE

“26 2w %L, 3 b QIEEILIGHTIN eHLIT
12,000 =’ aulewrully CrrésliuGons et et @ @)
NOSSUUILE  arh m&eEneTeriLLL &.

26 o0 s%ULILY, 3 b UTEGLILIGTLL L L 6 swor
uiley @2emrwis LrewllésiulL g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 12,000
for Head 26, Vote No. 3, be inserted in
the Schedule?”, put, and ajgreed to.

Head 26, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

7T 9» wldna—pdSn wdidmne—acadm
8w¢®, &. 30,00,000

urs@LUed @, T—Qurment srr 21 el s 5
—edal Qurml Gsevey, erwr 30,00,000

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 3,000,000

“26 o Glvewd 7 2» wPowme sewmm
. 30,00,000 = e cuel AP DS WDE
e’ w gdme 30uw G smudon Sa.

26 25 BizeuB 7 2 w€d»w ¢ aA®
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DD G
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26 o0 %Ly, T gy UTEGBLLGHTID DL 6T
ey @Pamrwit) UenflEsULr L g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 3,000,000
for Head 26, Vote No. 7, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 26, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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27 oytb ﬁ%ﬁdq.—ﬁawﬁ 55)%mr & sorLh

auns@uuenth @, l—ueolwneresr .2emeéEii
Cauganap O Lug.sestb, erur 13,083,840

Heap 27.—DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,303,840

“27 2 Qlueud 1 2» wdOMms wewm
G 13,03,840 » gi¢ ¢cveldADWE G DE

apw” @ gdme S0um» 23, wwmudom
da.

27 9 Bouewd 1 9 wdome cuedan
eud cmluw WmOwd BIw wm w8 Bewo
DEBW L.

2T oy sy, 1 @b ens@lueNh LT
13,03,840 SLLeuaaiSlh  Coissuu@ons ?
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@7 gL

27 240 %y, 1 gyib und@Liiemin oL ey
uled @Rt LeRfld s L g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,303,840
for Head 27, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 27, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 9 ulenu—uic» oW D—uMHOEmn

8we®, &. 7,30,000
néGuuey @w. 2—ulureers Geeveyse—

WBeam@almin Qeweay, erur 7,30,000

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 730,000
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— o BeNd

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 730,000
for Head 27, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule,” put, and agreed to.

Head 27, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 29 w@@nw—wE® NED—YCRA® Bwey,
. 5,382,000
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Vote No. 3—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 532,000
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aDe” @ s He B0um GEY, wwmudem
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 532,000
for Head 27, Vote No. 3, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 27, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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HEAD 28.—MINISTER OF STATE

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
_other allowances of staff, Rs. 349,330
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(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
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started many years ago as a real
people’s movement, especially in the
north of Ceylon. The co-operatives
were run very well. I have been
proud of the co-operative movement
in the North. But subsequently,
during the last war, the co-operative
movement was started in Ceylon as
a governmental movement by Sir
QOliver Goonetilleke. And now there
is a lot of corruption in that move-
ment. People who were working in
the co-operatives really did not know
that they were employed in the co-
operatives. They were just put there
by an edict of the then Government.

2320 BB
(,gyef;@mr & @ru"j
(The Chairman)

The co-operative movement does
not come under the C.W.E.

oeDesmndes BNOBIDBY

(OLréL i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I am just giving the history of it.
I know what I am talking about.

Subsequently, the C.W.E. was
formed. These two institutions were
not running parallel, but sometimes
against each other, antagonistic to
each other. The present Government
has tried its best to co-ordinate the
trading activities of the two institu-
tions and make them work in colla-
boration. The previous Government
had no experience in its running.
Of course, the present Government
has learned from past experience.
And it is trying its best to make them
work in close co-ordination. They
have closed down a few C.W.E. shops
because they were superfluous and
overlapped each other.

There are cases of a few co-opera-
tives which are run very badly.

The C.W.E. is under the control of
the Government to a large extent.
It is neither under Government
control nor under the control of the
public. It is controlled by a few indi-
viduals who are interested in the
business, and most of them are
criminals. |
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So, as I said earlier, I am very
proud of the co-operative movement
in the North. They have got a fine
co-operative bank too, which is doing
immense good to the people.

Unless their shortcomings are
rectified, unless the movement is
manned by honourable and decent
people, and it is really made a
people’s movement, the co-operatives
will have to be closed down.

Now, the C.W.E. is more or less the
sole monopolist of imports. In fact it
is the demand not only of the Oppo-
sition but of the whole country that
the imports should not be in the
hands of a few capitalists. Like other
institutions at the outset, the C.W.E.
in the beginning through lack of
experience and because it was in the
hands of bureaucrats did not know
when to import, where to import, and
how much to import. But now they
are learning by experience, especially
after the new Minister came in. He
has also brought in expertise. The
business also flourishes when you
know the business. So now there 1s
a happy marriage between the State
and private-sector capital in runming
the C.W.E.

I must also congratulate him on
the running of Salu Sala. The Salu
Sala like other institutions made a
lot of mistakes at the start, perhaps
due to lack of experience. But today
I think the Salu Sala is very much
better, and the various retailers are
getting their cloth in proper proupor-
tions and according to their needs.

I am surprised that Members of
the Opposition should show so much
opposition to tourism. One of their
chief planks is that Ceylon might lose
its civilization and culture. I say that
if our country has got any civilization
and culture it should not be afraid of
the Americans, the Germans or the
English coming here . they can learn
from our culture, if our culture is
worthwhile. I am not speaking
against other countries like
Singapore, Bangkok or Hong Kong,
but I believe our culture is stronger
than the cultures of other countries.
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We should not be afriad of our
culture being lost. What we need
today is more money for the country.

o e, qd. SwILAm
(Qaerrar Gog. gyi. gywauir Gar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
A very good point.

ceenan s BNABNDBY

(QLir&L_ii praprs5er)

(Dr. Naganathan)

In fact, we can teach the Americans
and other globe-trotters a part of our
ancient culture and philosophy. And
in fact our tourism can be utilized for
disseminating our ancient culture and
knowledge. So there is no question of
our being afraid of losing them. We
are decrying our own position.

Ceylon is situated geographically in
a very strategic position. We have a
beautiful landscape and a salubrious
climate which varies in different
areas ; and I think we can utilize our
country to make tourism pay. We
can sell our country honourably, not
dishonourably. I can assure hon.
Members of the Opposition that
tourism can be made to pay, and pay
well, culturally and economically.

I think tourism has already begun
to pay. We must encourage tourism.
The only shortcoming in tourism is
that there is no proper co-ordination
between Government institutions. For
instance, in the matter of communica-
tions, there is no co-ordination bet-
s ween the railway and the bus service.
Then, again, the names of the streets
in Colombo are being changed—
names which were well known. We
find that they are suddenly changed.
Not only are the name-boards in

Sinhala—

@8, & o shrnem Ow. (cBecatw)

(Bl =y &5 G.ﬁﬂm@weﬁrﬁ——ﬁ;@uﬁgsﬁmj

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake—Dambadeniya)

Do you want South Indian
tourists ?
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(O [prspTHer)

(Dr. Naganathan)

There is no harm in having the
name-boards in English and Tamil
as well. In fact you might have
them in French and Russian. Surely,
the Sinhalese are not going to lose
anything by that? Why are the
Sinhalese who have a culiure of their
own and who are the majority com-
munity having a minority complex ?
You have name-boards for the con-
venience of people, and having them
in more than one language would
help those who do not understand
Sinhala. That is not going to bring
down the position of the Sinhalese.
I am really surprised at their atti-
tude. They should be ashamed of it
because they belong to an ancient
culture. The Sinhala language can
stand up to anything anywhere in the
world.

@8, & o e D,
(85 o3, Caepruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
Hear ! Hear!

eeDemN B BNOINDSI
(O rde T 51T & BT 6T )

(Dr. Naganathan)

I am very glad that my Sinhala
Friend, or shall I say, the Sinhala
friend, also says “Hear! Hear!” I
am glad his culture is improving.

Not only must we have good hotels,
but we must also have better commu-
nications and better guides who will
be able to show tourists around. There
are at present persons to take tourists
around. I think that part of the work
has not yet been started here. The
educated youth can be employed and
trained to do this kind of work. They
are being ftrained in hoteliering,
cooking and so on. They should also
be trained to become good guides for
the people who come from outside.
They must know Ceylon history. They
should be able to tell the foreigner
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our past history, our glorious past,
show them our old ruins, and talk to
them about our culture.

S. 8. 8AB» V. (WYBeeng)

(Dw. F£. 9. suBms—s1" QsbQurer)

(Mr. T. B. Subasinghe—Katugampola)

I want to protest against the
manner in which the C. W. E. is
dealing with the co-operative socie-
ties. The C. W. E. is responsible for
the distribution of many of the
essential commodities to the co-oper-
ative societies, but we find that in-
variably the private wholesalers get a
better deal than the co-operative
societies in the rural areas.

In my own area, there is a big co-
operative society at Sandalankawa,
which has about 36,000 ration books
and 27 or 28 branch stores attached to
it. It does a very big volume of
business every year. But do you
know—you will be surprised—that a
single wholesaler, who has been
appointed in the small bazaar of
Makandura since this Government
came into power, receives a better

supply of goods than this co-operative
society ?

o& o&. @b, LwudBR»
(Qzarresr Cog. oyi. epwieui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
What goods ?

8oy Ve
(8. FLGms)
(Mr. Subasinghe)

Dried fish and various other things
which are distributed by the C.W.E.
Dried fish is one particular item.

oG & wmd. BB
(CQaorra Cop. yi. spuwieui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
The co-operative societies

get
50 per cent of the dried fish.

BIewd E @5IB) RGeS
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A&y Ocn.

(ﬁ@‘ & LR )

(Mr. Subasinghe)

Invariably, when the co-operative
purchaser or buyer goes there it is
out of stock, but somehow or other
when the private dealer goes there
he gets what he wants. The com-
plaint constantly made is that the
private wholesaler, without any
ration books attached to him, is in a
position to sell what he obtains from
the C. W. E. at any price he likes
because price control is a farce
today. Inspections are not made,
and even if inspections are made
there is no detection. The resulf is
that it is the co-operative stores that
are criticized by the people bhecause
they have not the commodities
necessary to meet the needs of the
people.

I do not know why this Govern-
ment does not pay séme attention to
this matter. Actually, the more
sensible thing this Government can
do, if they are interested in the fair
distribution of essential commodities,
is to make the larger co-operative
societies and the wunions the sole
wholesale distributors in the rural
areas. If that is done, we can also
be sure that the upkeep of the co-
operative societies will be much
easier. As it is, many of these co-
operative societies are collapsing
because of the bad turnover.

SoRemN &L THOBNBYST

(QLréL i prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Which is the co-operative society
that is not corrupt ?

WDy e,

{'(@@. & LIG 515 )

«Mr. Subasinghe)

Corruption is there everywhere.
There is corruption in political
parties too. I do not know whether
there is corruption in the Federal
Party or not.
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GV s BINOBNBY
(Or&i_i preprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)
Certainly not.

Pl DnY. DO. eveld
(zor fl& eraw. erb. QuUGrom)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You are telling us!

23D &ozy s,

(Dm. FLGms)

(Mr. Subasinghe)

You find corruption everywhere in
this country. That is the tragedy. It
is not only in the co-operative socie-
ties that you get corruption. The
important thing is that, especially at
a time of scarcity—of course, let us
not rest in the belief that we are
living in an opulent society yet
although the Government maintains
that it is so—it is essential that these
goods should be distributed fairly. It
can be done by handing over the
wholesale distribution in rural areas
to the co-operative sociefies and co-
operative unions.

The report of the Co-operative
Commission has already been sub-
mitted. I do not know what the re-
commendations are. But this is
important : the Hon. Minister has to
pay some attention to the distribu-
tion of scarce commodities which are
being imported solely by the C. W.E.

Mr. Chairman, there is another
point to which I want to draw the
Hon. Minister’s attention. There is a
great furore about tourism. I shall
not go into the economics of it or into
the question whether we have
benefited as a result of the policy of
the Government in regard to tourism.
I think many speakers who preceded
me have referred to the exchange
rackets that are being worked today
under the guise of tourism. I myself
think that closer scrutiny has to be
exercised in regard to the wvarious
exchange rackets worked under the
guise of tourism.

That is not the point I want to
emphasize. There are many centres
which are being developed as tourist
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centres today. I find, for instance,
that the city of Negombo is receiving
a great deal of attention from
hoteliers and tourist agencies, but if
a tourist goes to that city and takes
a look at the lagoon, Mr. Chairman,
I do not think he will choose to stay
there, because of the stink, the smell
and what-not.

I think it will be a good idea to
clean up that city if the Hon. Minis-
ter is serious about developing
tourism. I find that many hotels are
coming up—the Browns Group is
putting up one and there is also the
“Blue Lagoon ”, which, I must say,
is a very nice place although expen-
sive for our pocket.

O &, @d. BB
(Oserras Gop. oyi. squieui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
The town ?

338y e

(8p. FUSBS)
(Mr. Subasinghe)

Yes, the town. The lagoon is getting
silted and giving out all kinds of
smells. In the evenings, if you drive
through that area, all over you get
the smell of sulphurated hydrogen.
The lagoon is fast getting silted. Just
as much as the Hon. Minister is
getting interested in saving wild life
—the elephant and the monkey—I
think it will be a good idea if he and
the Permanent Secretary pay some
attention to cleaning up some of these
cities like Negombo. Zou can have a
scheme for slum clearance, for de-
silting the lagoon, and so on.

Mr. Chairman, [ do believe that
tourism can be develcped into an
important industry, but somehow we
are not as optimistic as some of the
Ministers of this Government.

I would like to know from the
Hon. Minister what really happened
recently in regard to the charter
flight. I do not know whether that
matter comes under the Hon. Minister
of State. Since it was a body of
tourists who were affected—
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aé & @d. S n

(Osorray Cay. . epwaur ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The Minister of Communications.

23y Dcan.

(B FLERs)

(Mr. Subasinghe)

I shall not refer to that matter. 1
shall take it up later. That is all I
want to point out. But this matter
about the distribution of goods
through the co-operative societies is
a serious one. If you ask the co-opera-
tive societies and the co-operative
unions you will find that the C. W. E.
discriminates against the co-operative
societies in the distribution of these
goods.

@nde Y. 0. cwedd

(saor 5% erer. erd. QulTrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Mr. Chairman, I am sorry that the
hon. Member for Kundasale
(Mr. Wijesiri) is not here ; he spoke
and went away. All that I can say is,
he is more fortunate than the rest of
us. According to him, there are no
problems at all—the co-operative
societies are stocked with all the
goods you want, there are no queues,
all the goods are available for people
to buy at very cheap prices, the
people are quite satisfied and there
are no worries at all. It is like
“ Paradise ”, which the Hon. Prime
Minister says is round the corner. All
I can say is that our areas are not
that fortunate.—[Interruption]. The
other portion of Paradise is in the
North.

od; e Y edyp BwIde (el D,
M o FeC wecw @eB)

(Qaorres QurenGr @  euwsfl&rio—or
srmss sL_HCu%, ‘sum{‘:, SHEL Curs®
QUT & I DEDFEFIT )

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme—
Minister of Public Works, Posts and Tele-
communications)

There is an estate called “ Para-
dise ” in Ratnapura.

Bewidm 9535 DeSDCE
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w8 Y. 8. ewedd

(saor & erer. erb. QUGTyrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The next one is “ Hades "—do not
forget that. With regard to the
C. W. E,, I admit that it is a problem
which the Hon. Minister has not faced
up to. He has closed down certain
branches but some he has not closed
down.

@ o, @d. SR
(Qzorre Gey. 2y yuiaiFer)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Retail stores.

@8 953, DO, cweld
(soor £ G erer. ertb. QUGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Some are closed down and some
are not. Why have you retained
some ? Why have you not closed
down all ?

oé o6&, @, LwediRm
(Caorrey Co. 4. gwerser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Because of the employees.

238y e,
(8w aufns)
(Mr. Subasinghe)

Because of political pressure. It
happened to me.

sl D53, DO, cuweld
(wedr 5 erar. ertb. QuUGrTm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You dare not close down the retail
stores at Ruwanwella because your
Member will not agree to it.

ad 3. ¢d. SwBRB
(Qaorra Ceg. BpT. equicui Her)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The Member wanted it closed
down.

Qéaaagos 253, 20. eueldsbh

(ser B & erer. ertb. QuUCTrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

There is a branch still at Yatiyan-

tota but there are no goods to be sold
there. This is a matter on which we
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have to really come to a decision.
Are we going to have C.W.E. retail
stores as check stores ? The original
intention in opening up these retail
stores was to have them as check
stores both as against the private
dealers and the co-operative stores
themselves. That was the objective
and, in point of fact, they served a
purpose. Right up to 1965, until this
Government took office, the Yatiyan-
tota Co-operative Wholesale Society
functioned very efficiently and made
substantial profits. The turnover
certainly went up to lakhs in that
society.

This problem has to be worked out.
Are we going to have check stores
sponsored by the C.W.E. in order to
stand up to possible exploitation both
by the private dealers
inefficient co-operative
That is one point.

societies ?

There is another point connected
with this question. I have never
agreed with the Hon. Minister of
State on this point. When we set up
the CW.E. I do not think we wanted
to make enormous profits. You are
now making enormous profits so
much so that the Hon. Minister is in
a position to invest Rs. 20 million to
Rs. 30 million in hotel ventures.

@& o, ¢d. BaDI»
(Qzerras Gog. gyi. eguiaui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Rs. 20 million was given to the
Government.

crhndes D53, 2. cwedd
(sorfls erer. ern. QuiCrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That was not its purpose. In other
words, if you give Rs. 20 million to
the Government you are indirectly
taxing the consumer.

oS 9O, B. 9D, LwdIRD (S&1sy O
wlow Beh oo B ¢ @B)

(Qsorrey erth. 1o, or&. eQualr saT—Gatleh
@hHTET U1, Gﬁnt_ﬁmmqu 9 ELDEF FIT )

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena—Min-
ister of Scientific Research and Housing)

Sudden gains!
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Grnbe oY, IO, oweds

(sarflG) erer. ertb. Qulrsr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

How can you have sudden gains ?
—[Interruptionl. Instead of controll-
ing the private dealers you get to
the same level as the private dealers
and make profits. Whom are you
asking to pay ? Here we are complain-
ing against the private trader
exploiting the consumer. Surely, the
answer to that is not for the C. W. E.
also to exploit the consumer ?

aG 9. 8. 9. LwdE»
(Q@orra erth. 10, er&. gywair sar)
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardana)
They give it back to the people.

and the ™

e DY, . cuvedsh

(srfglE erer. erib. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Is that exploitation equitable ? It is
not. In practice it may look like
progress. But where you get a tax
indirectly through the consumer, you
are not actually progressing. That is
my charge on your turnover tax also.
In other words, you do not want your
direct taxation—income tax—to go
up. You prefer to do it this way
because then the poor man has to pay
and the rich man escapes.

I am opposed to this idea of the
C. W. E. making unconscionable
profits. It is the duty of the C. W. E.
to charge only reasonable prices
making sufficient profits to meet its
own administrative costs and, per-
haps, lay by something for its own
progress. Apart from that, I do not
think the C. W. E. has the right to
make extraordinary profits as they
have been making all these years.

The Hon. Minister talked about
dried fish. I will tell you a tale
regarding dried fish that will astound
the Hon. Minister.
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I want to read from a document
sent by an interested person to the
Government Agent, Colombo. This
person has given his name and
address and sent a copy to the C.I.D.
for investigation. What happened
when he sent this to the C.I.D. ? The
C.I.D. came and threatened him say-
ing, “ Who told you to do this ? Why
did you do this ?” That was the
reward he got.

I will tell you what happened. The
C.W.E. opens agencies ins Colombo for
selling dried fish.

ané 3. epa& BB
(Qsearras Gey. %15;%. QUIGUTT BT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
No.

pndw DuY. 8. eueddh

(sarpl& erer. ertb. QuUCrTr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Why do you say “No?” ?

o e&. @md. SedERn
(Qserra Gey. 9. eI Fe )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
The C.W.E. does not do that.

@& VY. DO, cuedd

(serfl& erer. erb. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Well, the Government Agent does
at the request of the C.W.E.

o o&. @, SwDEAD
(Qgerrar Co. c_g}bﬂ". g‘qfucsmf“gﬁearj

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

No. The Government Agent
recommends, and we give to anybody
he recommends.

&mnde OnY. 9O, cueds
(s B G erer. erib. QUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Exactly. The Government Agent
recommends and the C.W.E. asks him
to do so.

536d E) ©53I%) @EBACcs
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aé & ¢l Sesim

(Qsorra Cey. oyi. egwaour ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The C.W.E. has no choice. We do
not make a choice.

@8 3. DO. euwelsb
(srfg erer. erib. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is all right.

o e, @, LB
(Qaorrey Ceg. Y. sguieur Far)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
But that is important.

s IDuY. DO, cmelsd

(@sar G erer. erb. GQuUGTrTmT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You provide the permits. This
particular permit was issued to one
“L. L. Abeyratne.” There is no
such person.

oG e&. @d. LedA»
"ClserTal GCey. c;%rfr. Egu_;aﬂfr;'s‘m)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

By whom? The Government
Agent ?

G D53, 8. cueds

(sarfE erer. erb. QuGTrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes. And the C.W.E. issued the
permit. There is no person by the
name of L. L. Abeyratne. There is a
Shelton Abeyratne who is a great
buddy of the Hon. Minister of
Nationalized Services and who con-
tested the Mahawatte Ward in the
Colombo municipal election and lost.

a& & @d. “wDBan
(Q@orres Can. T QUIGIT ST )
(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene)
What is the date ?

{]53:33805 253, B&. cuedsd
(BT h & erer. erib. QuGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I will give you all the facts. In fact
I ean give you a copy if you like.
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Now, he was appointed on 18.10.
1968. His address is No. 523/1, Prince
of Wales’ Avenue, Colombo 14. The
permit was for the issue of a quota
of 40 ewt. per month. It was not L. L.
Abeyratne but Shelton Abeyratne
who got the permit under the name
of L. L. Abeyratne. Apart from eat-
ing dried fish, this person has never
had anything to do with dried fish.
He has no stores. He sells nothing.
But he sells the permit direct. At
what price? Rs. 25 per hundred
weight. Now, calculate how much he
makes for a month on 40 cwt. per
month. He makes Rs. 1,000.

&. en. 6.45

Then what happened ? When this
letter of protest was sent to the
Government Agent, the Government
Agent doubled the issue on the
permit ! He made it 80 cwt. And now
he gets 80 cwt., thanks to the objec-
tion raised by another person. He
makes Rs. 2,000 a month selling his
permit for dried fish.

oG &, @d. LweTd»

(Gaorres Gey. yi. spuwieui Seor )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
When did you get this letter ?

adsd Y. 8. cuedd

(sedrglG erer. orib. QuGTrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I got it only recently. Otherwise, I
would have sent it to you.

o o0& @md. eI
(Qaorres Gep. 9. epwoui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I shall inquire into it.

s Y. 8. cueddh

(sevir 5 srer. orLb. QuiGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Pgrera)

As a matter of fact, I got it two
days back. The date of the letter is
28th May 1969. It was sent to the
Government Agent. It was also sent
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to the C.ILD. But nothing has hap-
pened. In point of fact, the passport
of the gentleman concerned to go to
the Bankshall Street depot where he
gets all the stuff is in the name of
the Hon. Minister of Nationalized
Services.

The next man to whoni a permit
has been given is A. M. P. Banda of
196, Layards Broadway, Colombo 14.
Here too the permits are just sold.
He is an agent of Mr. Weerasinghe
Mallimarachchi, J.P., M.M.C., and
another close associate of the Hon.
Minister of Nationalized Services. I
must say, in fairness to the Minister
of Nationalized Services, that he has
helped all his buddies. The Hon.
Minister of Industries is also like
that. He helps all his friends and
relations and makes no bones about
it. The other day he asked, “ What
is wrong about it ? I am old ; I have
done service to my country; there-
fore my son is entitled to go to
Holland after getting a scholarship
on his own.” When we come to the
Votes of the Ministry of Industries
we shall deal with all that.

Now, this man has been given 80
cwt. of dried fish. This man also sells
the permit. If you go to the Bankshall
Street depot and ask the depot
manager he will tell you about all
the irregularities. Actually, you will
find that the real beneficiary is not
Mr. Banda but Mr. Weerasinghe Mal-
limarachchi, who is a member of the
Colombo Municipal Council.

The next person is C. A. Don
Walter of 104, Mayfield Lane, Col-
ombo 13. He was also appointed on
18.10.1968. He was given a quota of
40 cwt. per month. His residence is
a bogus residence. He does not live
there. This is the residence of Mr. C.
Don Henry, a sub-postmaster, who is
also the brother-in-law of Mr. Leslie
Perera of Kotahena. The Hon. Min-
ister of State knows who Mr. Leslie
Perera is. He was once an M.M.C.
and was disqualified for taking
bribes. He is a well-known U. N. P.
stalwart in the North of Colombo.
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aé @Y ey Bwdn®
Gaorres QurenGL (@ sguesrin)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)
They are all businessmen.

ond DY, 0. cuedd
(&:ea)n’raﬁ@ erer. ertb. QuUGTam)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Actually, the beneficiary is Mr.
Leslie Perera. He, in conjunction
with another wholesale dealer called
R. Edwin, was appointed on 2.9.1968
and given an allocation of 80 cwt.
per month. The C. I. D. can look into
the file of C. A. Don Walter main-
tained at Bankshall Street and they
can get all the facts they want.

The recommendation to appoint
Messrs. Edwin and Walter as whole-
sale dealers was made by Mr. V. A.
Sugathadasa, M. P.

The funny thing is this. The
C. W. E. instructed its security branch
to investigate the bona fides of the
applicant. It was reported that after
a very minute investigation it was
found that every bit of information
given by the applicant was untrue,
and he was not recommended for
appointment. There had been a right
royal battle in this case between the
Ministry on the one hand and the
C. W. E. management on the other.

ofed. and. Qesed DL MmN .
(B, oris. Qpf. Lwow LIGHTLTTBI&ES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Who won ?

qém@:lgca 25Y. 2O, euedsd
(5@}rrrq§?,@ erevr. erib. QuGTrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

In the end the Ministry won.

o8 ed. @l LwdEAn
(Caorres Qon. QY. QUIGT HET )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The Minister of Nationalized
Services ?

Becwd B @535 B
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mde O5Y. 08, cveld

(soorpg erer. erb. QuUGTam)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The writer of this letter states that,
due to strongman tactics, finally
Mr. Edwin was taken in, much
against the wishes of the authorities
of the C. W. E.

ofef. d. Ve DT NOINWE D,
(Bm. erii. By Lsh LIGHL TTBTII&GS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Minister of State in trouble !

ad 8. @d. LD
(Qaorrar Cep. . spwieur o)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I did not know.

Hnde Y. 8. cueds

(sor Bl & erer. erid. QuUGTrmT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I want to make it quite clear that
the Minister of State is absolutely
innocent of all these things. How can
one possibly know all these shady
things that are taking place in the
C. W. E. ? The Minister cannot know
them. All that we can do, whenever
we get a chance of placing these
things before him, is to do so, so
that he can make a full inquiry.
Frankly, if I had this letter before-
hand I would have sent it to him
for investigation.

o ed. @, SeDBQm

(Qaorror Cen. DT QU H6T )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

You are not blaming the C. W. E. ?

ofef. @d. Qe AT wdmnen .
(Slem. eril. i, Lwew Liehri_rrprsEs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Whom does he blame ?

oad &, @8, $wdH
(@56:‘:?’5’6)} Con. oyi. spuicui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The Minister of Nationalized
Services.
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@Nndew DuY. 9. cweddn
(savr jfl ) erer, erib. QuUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The government agent could have
checked this up.

A, @8, R AFmdsnan S
(ﬁ@ GT L. %E}. L_UIGW LIGT LT T BT Ui )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

There is collective responsibility.

@nde sy, L. cweld

(sorfG erar. ertb. QUGrTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The next one is Wimal Traders
alias Wimal Chandrasekera, pre-
viously of 102, Wasala Road, Kora-
hena, address now given as 414/1513,
K. Cyril C. Perera Mawatha, Colombo
13, appointed on 18.10.68—a famous
date, but I do not know why they
have chosen it—given a quota of 40
cwt. per month. Here again this
benefit is being enjoyed by T. Leslie
Perera and R. Edwin. This has now
been increased to 80 cwt.

The other person is J. Oliver
Fernando, 81, Kotahena Street,
Colombo 13, a non-national whose
claim should never have been enter-
tained. Here again, because he is a
friend of Mr. V. A. Sugathadasa he
has been granted a quota. He was
appointed on 18.10.68. Originally he
was given a quota of 40 cwt. and now
it has been increased to 80 cwt.
Mr. Oliver Fernando has no birth
certificate nor has he got any voting
rights.

ofed. 8. Vwd BT MNSsNED .
(Bop. eris. Q. Lwov LIGHT LT T BT II&S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Appoint a commission.

8w Y. DO, cze8d

(ser Bl & erer. erib. QuCrir)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This is not an anonymous letter. A
person called B. Alankara has signed
it. This letter has been sent to you on
28th May  1969.—[Interruption].
Copies of this letter have been sent
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to the Hon. Prime Minister, the Hon.
J. R. Jayewardene, the Inspector of
Police, and the Chairman, C.W.E. In
his letter he challenges—he is quite
bold ; he is not hiding any facts—the
authorities to conduct an honest
investigation into each one of these
cases, not through the kachcheri
officials who have appointed these
persons, but through the C I. D. or the
Chief Security Officer of the C.W.E.
or the General Manager of the
C.W.E.

“ (¢) Has a single one of these indivi-
duals got even a rented out store
for handling this commodity ?

(b) Have any goods been ever taken
to any purported store by a single
one of these persons? To be
checked through persons residing
in the vicinity of such addresses
that might be given by these
persons ?

(¢c) Check on the bona fides of the re-
tail dealers attached to each one
vide lists furnished by the whole-
sale dealers to the Government
Agent. "— :

That means not a single pound or
ounce of dry fish has been handled
by them. They have just sold the
permits. That is all

“ (d) Has a single cne of these whole-
sale dealers ever issued even a
fraction of an ounce of dried fish
to a single retail dealer ever since
they were appointed and drew
quotas ?

(e) Are any of these five persons in
possession of a licence issued
through the Colombo Municipal
Council ? ’—

That is as a trader—

“(f) Are all these persons in posses-
sion of the Business Registration
Certificate as is required under
the law ? "—

This last one might interest the
Minister of Finance—

“ (g) Do these people pay income tiax,
or any other form of tax as busi-
ness people ?

I might add that all these persons were
appointed by the A. F. C. who at that
time was late Mr. C. M. S. de Silva, who
was a schoolmate of Mr. V. A. Sugatha-
dasa, M. P., and was also a voter of the
Colombo North electorate up to the time
of his death a few months ago.”
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[ @808 D). D8, csedd]

As against that he pointed out that
a genuine dealer, one Mr. K. Ponnam-
balam, who does business under the
name and style of K. Ponnambalam
& Company, had been deprived of a
permit which he had already enjoyed.
The late Major T. F. Jayewardene
who held an inquiry was satisfied
that this was a genuine case and felt
that he should be issued a permit,
but unfortunately Major T. F. Jaye-
wardene died before he could do s%.
These are matters I want to bring to
the notice of the Hon. Minister. If
the Hon. Minister wants I can give
him this fresh copy so that he can gc
into it. I have pointed out a lot oz
irregularities that took place and are
taking place in the C.W.E.

@5 038, @d. wuSlAxn
Qaerren Gep. Qyi. sguiail He )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
That is in the kachcheri.

ahad duY. 8. cveld

s

(srfg erev. erb. Qurar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This is done with the connivance of
some officers of the C.W.E. The Hon.
Minister must not shake his head-- .

[Interruption]. What happens when
somebody complains that this is a
fraud ? It goes to the CW.E. As he
stated, the C.W.E. investigates the
case, and where they find it is
justified, the C.W.E. has the power to
cancel or refuse a licence.

Ag a matter of fact Mr. Shelton
Abeyratne—this is the first name I
mentioned—is also a dealer in fish.
He has got two fish stalls of the
Fisheries Corporation. Until recently
he had never dabbled in fish. He is
not a malukaraya. I do not think so.

ofd. d. Dwed D MéBNwD Do,
(Eap. erii. Qpi. L W6 LIGHTL TTBTILI%S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The whole thing is fishy !

$ewi ) @535 CedaCe
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@D Bw Y. OO, cwedd
(&@erxﬁ?r@ ereor. erid. QUICT i)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Hon. Minister might look info
some of these matters concerning the
C.W.E.

My good Friend the hon. Member
for Kundasale (Mr. Wijesiri)
talked about textiles being availakle,
The Hon. Minister ought to be made
aware that poplin is not available for
the poor people to buy. Some time
back the Hon. Minister mentioned the
fact that they reduced the price of
white poplin, blue poplin, and so on.
Do you know what happens ? Those
on coupons have been bought up by
Indian merchants. No poplin is avail-
able for the consumers at all. By and
large very little is available to the
consumer. What happens to the
poplin ? They are taken over by the
Indian merchants who have now
started printing establishments. They
are printing these poplins. If you go
to Pettah today you will find that all
the shops there are stocked with
printed poplin textiles, some of them
sarees, and so on.

They are selling this poplin at a
profit of about Rs. 5 to Rs. 6 a yard
after printing them. That is what
they do. That is what is happening.
No effort is being made to restrict
prices. No effort is made to control
prices. All the industrialists are
making enormous profits. The Hon.
Minister boasts so much about the
establishments that they have en-
couraged and built up over the last
two to three years. These industria-
lists are making enormous profits.

Newspapers announced that a
Cabinet Sub-Committee was going
into the whole question of fixing
reasonable prices. These people are
making 300 to 400 per cent profit. We
are not even satisfied that they are
giving us quality stuff. We see no
results. Prices continue to be as high
as they were before. No effort has
beeny made to restrict the prices of
all these articles that are being put
out in the market.
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Take the prices of drugs that the
imported. Why has no effort been
made to restrict the prices ? They
are going up daily. You go to any
druggist, and he will tell you, “ Do
not blame us. This is the result of the
operation of the FEEC scheme.”
That is the cause of the continuous
increase of prices of all the articles
that you are importing. In {airness to
the consumer, the one person who
seems to be neglected is the con-
sumer, who has to pay enormous
prices for all the articles he has to
buy. One person that does enter into
the picture is the consumer. The
Prime Minister and all the other
Ministers seem to be under the
impression that the country is so
prosperous, that the villagers have

got so much money, that it does not
matter. I think the Prime Minister
made that statement in so many
words. “What does it matter,” he
said, “if prices go up if the people
have a commensurate amount of
money in their pockets ?” I tried to
argue and point out that the people
who have benefited in the country-
side, that the people who are rich,
are only 1.1 per cent of the paddy
holders.

The other day I saw in the papers
that in Elahera a colonist had bought
a Mercedes Benz. I read it carefully.

¢ cwmBen B8R Own.
(8. 19 Qerdiier D e ser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
From gems.

onde 5. 8. eweds
(BT Bl & erer. erth. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
.The headline was:
Elahera owns a Mercedes

“Colonist in
Benz ”.

oS o@nY elyp EwIH®

(Qserra QurenCr & eqwefldrw)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)
Lottery.
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Grndn Y. 8. cueds
(srfg) erer. ertb. QLCryr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No. He has bought it. There is no
doubt about it. He actually happens
to be one of the old drivers of the
late Mr. D. S. Senanayake. The next
column in the same paper said that
some raiders had gone there and
collected a large haul of gems worth
about Rs. 11 lakhs. In other words,
the “prosperity” you have had at
Elahera is due to gemming—not to
cultivation.

. @l Rwed FHMSsN0m e
(8m. orii. gyr. _wiow LIGRTL_ITT (5T U )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I thought it was due to Mr. D, S.
Senanayake !

HDdo DY, DR, eueds
(serpE erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Anyway, the so-called investigator
admits that only 10 per cent of the
people have made money; 90 per
cent have not. They are below that
margin which they consider to be the
poverty line. Only 10 per cent even
in Elahera, notwithstanding gems,
are above the poverty line—[Inter-
ruption]. They tried to cover up the
first report by giving this report. At
the bottom, the position is really this.
It is true that in the rural areas cer-
tain sections of the people are well
off. I am not denying that. Your
potato cultivators, the chilli growers
are well off. I am not denying that.
But, what percentage of the people
are they when you consider the total
population of the country ? What is
the percentage, even assuming that
there were two to three lakhs of
people involved in the cultivation of
those subsidiary foodstuffs ? The
vast majority of the people are
unable to buy the goods that they
need because of the high prices. And
you have made no effort to control
the prices in order that the poor man
may be saved from the exploitation
that is going on.
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They talk about real wages going
up. On a fictitious cost-of-living in-
dex they work out the real wages.
Improvement in real wages depends
upon the real cost of living. The
United National Party throughout
maintained. from this side of the
House that the cost-of-living index is
a bogus index. We can say today, on
your own admission then, that the
position has been worsened because
the index has been built up on one
measure of free rice, and not on two
measures of rice for which payment
has to be made. On that you build up
the index and say the workers are
prosperous, the rural people are pros-
perous. You have also said that it
does not matter if prices go up
because the rural people can buy
goods. That is not true.

There are some other matters on
which I want to ask a few questions.

&. &n. 7.5

BN BB

(&8 rreant)

(The Chairman)

Order, please! The Deputy Chair-
man of Committees will now take
the Chair.

ePDNED DOHZNGEDDND JEruMmewsy QI
DewsY Mdnm win Bewdds smuRnd (4, eI
238 oweddsdh @w.] @Euméd T,

o gei LD, FUTHTUST B eITS6HT S HE T
s g Bleflerrm  HrsGa, Gpsbasaics ou &@uT
sooiti sautaer [He. @f. G wumiled GQuBror]
SoVENLn &S @) TE6T.

Whereupon Mgr. SPEAKER left the Chatr,
and Mg. Depury CHAIRMAN oOF CoM-
MITTEES [Mr. G. J. Paris PErera] took
the Chair.

c’ga@JBcs Y. OO, esedb
(sr 5 erer, orth. QuGrmrim)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I shall not touch very much on
tourism. A number of Members have
spoken on tourism. I am sorry I
could not attend the seminar on
tourism because it clashed with
some of my other important func-
tions. I always maintained and
I still continue to  maintain
that the way to attract tourists is not
by charging high prices. I think one
of the dreams of tourists ‘who not-

Bewidm @55 SeTRVC®
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mally spend a considerable amount
of money coming seven to eight thou-
sand miles away is to have reasonably
cheap living out here and get away.

I was in the Bahamas with my hon.
Friend the Member for Dompe (Mr.
F. R. Dias Bandaranaike) .and
Mr. Speaker last year in cne of the
best hotels in the Bahamas, and it cost
us about 50 dollars a day, all found.
Do you think people will come all
the way from the United States to
Ceylon to spend 50 dollars a day
here ? Unless it is about 15 or 20
dollars a day they are not going o
come all the way here to spend that.
I would much rather suggest that you
have a series of motels, if you like,
all along the beach so that families
could come and enjoy a holiday here
for a reasonable sum of money. I
think by that means you are likely to
attract more people. And certainly
you would be giving a boost to inter-
nal tourism too by this process.

As things are at present, I dare not
go to any hotel because I just cannot
afford it. A large number of middle-
class people dare not go to any of
these hotels because they cannot
afford it. Who can spend a rupee on
a cup of tea? Who in Ceylon can
spend Rs. 70 or Rs. 75 a day ? You
have killed internal tourism so far as
the Ceylonese people are concerned.
Internal tourism is useful because it
would mean more money being in
circulation, and that would be of
general benefit to every person.

I think this is a matter to which
the Hon. Minister must pay heed. The
other day I pointed out that we are
not getting the full benefits from
tourism because of the blackmarket
activities that are going on. If you
will look up the German papers
advertising tourism in Ceylon
you will see that the prices
are not prices at which they can
possibly have a tour and spend a
fortnight here because it would cost
about two to three thousand rupees.
Excepting those engaged in black-
market activities, very few others
would be able to incur that expense.
In other words, they do not send any
Deutsche Marks here. The tourist
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companies’ look after all their expen-
ses here. They collect the money
there and sell the Marks in the black-
market. That is what they do. I see
you have attempted to break through
that with regard to charter planes.
Now you insist that each person who
comes here must at least deposit £5
per day for his expenses. In other
words, you are ftrying to ensure,
where charter planes come, that they
will not come here without money.

L. @d. Acd dTHlomanm e
(Bm. orir. opi. Lwe Liehri rrpri&s)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

That is only for the Ceylonese char-
ters from London. It is not applicable
to all charters.

¢a@;|595 Y. @@. 03686
(saor &G erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Is it applicable only to Ceylonese
people coming from London ?

oG &, @d. SuDdAm
(Czerrar Geon. oyi. sguieui sar )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

You will have to ask the Minister
of Communications.

@Dl DY, 8. cwedss

(seorfl& erar. erb. QuUGTmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I must ask the Hon. Minister. Yoa
have to do something in order to
check this. Otherwise on your tou-
rist efforts you are spending millions
and millions of rupees but you are
not getting any return. But your
blackmarket in sterling and dollars
still continues. You still have got to
pay Rs. 30 to Rs. 35 for your sterling
in the blackmarket and people are
prepared to give that. You have got
to pay Rs. 10 to Rs. 12 for your dollar
and people are prepared to give that
because it is worth it. That is what
is happening. I do think something
has to be done.

I visited the Blue Lagoon once
recently but I do not think I shall
visit it again. I do not think I can
afford to spend that money! " We had
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some tea and sandwiches and it cost
me about Rs. 25. I cannot afford it.
I must say it is nicely got up, very
attractive, nicely situated, the decor is
very nice and it is very pleasant. But
it is well beyond the pockets of most
of us.

QNG DuY BB
(Qaeraal eerel priiss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

If it is pleasant you must pay for
it.

ade Y. DC. suedd
(ST BlE orer. erth. QuUCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

True. But you are only killing the
tourists within the country unless you
restrict these places entirely to
Finance Ministers and a few people
like that.

I want to know what is happening
about the Printing Corporation. Have
you got that going ? How many books
are being printed ? Has any progress
been made ?

May I also know something about
what is happening to the Aquarium ?
I see there is some money provided
for it. I do not know what progress
has been made. I certainly think
this is long overdue. We should have
had an aquarium long years back. By
the way—I cannot remember where ;
I believe it was in the Bahamas when
we visited the place recently—we
saw performing dolphins. I think
it is worth sending somebody to study
that. It is worthwhile because it is
really an attraction. Large fishes of
various types and performing dol-
phins attached to our Zoo, I think,
can be very attractive from the point
of view of the tourists as well as the
local people. We can then be proud
of our Zoo. We can have a first-class
aquarium like those they have in the
Bahamas.

F. . T.45
ofd. @8, Ded AHWSENED S,

(@, erir DY Ltiow LISHT LT T [T 015 )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

There are just one or two matters
which I wish to raise with the Minis-
ter of State, and I think this a good
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[OfeF. @8 Bwe Qe ddsnwm Ow.]
point, especially after the hon. Mem-
ber for Yatiyantota has drawn atten-
tion to many aspects of corruption
existing within government depart-
ments, particularly relating to im-
ports and exports.

I think we must have a clear policy
line in regard to this question.
It does not matter whether the
Hon. J. R. Jayewardene is in the
Opposition or in the Government—
I know he does not like corruption.
And, I know that when he had oppor-
tunities to be on this side a few feet
away he had no difficulties whatso-
ever in drawing attention to all acts
of corruption he saw within the Co-
operative Wholesale Establishment
and elsewhere and to argue that posi-
tive action must be taken to suppress
it. I think he is quite sincere, honest
and genuine about it.

The question today is, why is it
that nothing seems to happen on the
part of those who have the authority
and power to tackle it ? For instance,
let us take some practical cases. The
hon. Member for Yatiyantota quoted
chapter and verse of alleged cases of
individuals who are receiving licen-
ces, those who had no business to
have them—bogus people with bogus
addresses profiteering on licences,
never actually handling a pound of
the commodity they are supposed %o
handle. After this Debate is con-
cluded, what precisely is the action
that is going to be taken ? I am not
talking of sending the paper down, or
flagging HansarD and saying, “ The
hon. Member for Yatiyantota made
these comments. What are you
going to do about it ?”

I appreciate that we are all old,
older than when we first came here.
I appreciate that the blood does not
flow so fast or so furiously in our
veins. Does that absolve us from the
obligation of taking vigorous action
and not merely delegating this to sub-
ordinates and telling them, “I
will call for a report. T receive

Bewids 0s3%) SeFDCw
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thousands of anonymous letters. I
have got heaps of complaints. I will
pass it down ”, and then losing sight
of it ?

After all, we can just sit in the
Opposition. What is the source of
our information ? Nosing around,
getting the information sometimes
from official subordinates in your
Ministry or departments, who prob-
ably run the risk of violating every
single rule in the department or cor-
poration in obtaining the material for
us. They probably stick their necks
out, stake their jobs on getting infor-
mation merely because out of a sense
of frustration they realize that
nothing is happening. The Ministry,
as far as they are concerned, is
asleep. No action is being taken.

I am not saying this out of a sense
of criticizing you, Mr. Minister. I
was perfectly conscious of this myself
when I was in charge of the C. W. E.
as Minister of Food and Agriculture
some time ago in the years 1963 and
1964, and of the Food Department
which was worse. I did not say then
that it was not my business. I
actually took the initiative of conduc-
ting raids in one or two instances and
bringing some of the culprits to book.
Some of the culprits I brought to
book were fired ignominiously from
the Public Service though they subse-
quently reappeared on the U. N. P.
platform at election times. But in
spite of that they have not succeeded
in wriggling back into the Public
Service. I am glad to say that that
sort of slimy, subterranean move has
been kept out even now and the
U. N. P. administration has not
succumbed fortunately to reinstate
some of them. But, I am sorry to say
that some of them have got back:
people caught in the act like—the
Hon. Prime Minister wused the
expressive phrase from a film—
“ Baduth Ekka Hora ”.

The trouble here in this country
is that when you catch a thief in the
act he becomes a public hero, and
with all the political difference on
both sides, if he knows to play poli-
tics correctly he can get himself back
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into the favour of the powers that be
by appropriately, maybe, cultivating
the correct contact, and maybe con-
tributing to the correct party funds.
iI‘Fese are the tragedies in cur public
ife.

Tell me, have you made any
attempt to keep track of the traders
being prosecuted under price control
orders up to date ? It is not all right
when the court convicts some sales-
man somewhere and sentences that
poor devil to six weeks’ rigorous
imprisonment or fines him Rs. 500.
What action is followed up in regard
to the shop in which that guilty act
had taken place? Has any attempt
been made to blacklist that shop or
shop-owner and see that he does not
get quotas from Salu Sala or any-
where else ?

Drugs profiteering : there are cases
upon cases I can show in the courts
where accused people have been
convicted and have been acquitted
only for the reason that your price
order is wrong. Bottles containing
medicines where the bottle descrip-
tion on the face of it has fluid cunces,

are price-controlled simply by
weight. What can the magistrates
do? The price order is wrong;

price control only applies to fluid
measures, not to ounces by weight.
So the accused gets off ; no questions
asked in cross-examination, the
accused goes home. Is there any
attempt made to penetrate through
these transactions, amend the laws,
and bring the price control machinery
up to date ?

In other words, the greatest power
that you have today is not the great
business of going to courts and
prosecuting people. We know of
people being raided by the income
tax. I think the hon. Member for
Habaraduwa (Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
sought to make his remarks relevant
under the import and export control
provisions and I think he dealt with
it very cleverly. Maybe far-fetched,
but he certainly achieved his objec-
tives by getting the Chairman to
admit it.
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I am not interested so much in the
income tax because, after all, when
a man gets caught Baduth Ekka Horu
style, to use the language of the Hon.
Prime Minister, then the only thing
we know is that the man who is
discovered says, “I have got so much
in the Swiss Bank. I will pay you
half of it. You can share it. You
can have it.” What is there to do ?
He cannot fight the Inland Revenue
Department. So he will say, “ We
will keep quiet. We will keep that
between you and me. But I am
prepared to make you a heneficiary
of my transactions with the Swiss
Bank.” So the Commissioner of
Inland Revenue becomes a party to
it—of the secret commissions and
moneys made on overloading invoices.
He collects his money in rupees, not
in foreign exchange. There is no
foreign exchange amnesty sc far, as
far as I know, although you and your
Ministers may choose to say, “It :nay
help.”

My complaint is this. When you
have information Ilike that, the
question: is, what are you going to
do? Are you going to say, “Inland
Revenue does not come within my
province ; it belongs to the Minister
of Finance. I am not interested in
that. That is not my business. I
have no information about that. All
that is wutterly secret under the
provisions of the Inland Revenue Act.
It is not disclosed to me. I only
know what I read in the papers and
what I hear in friendly gossip. That
is all I know about it, and therefore
it is not my business. ”

So saying he will turn the other
way. But through the Import and
Export Control Department he wiil
continue to give them licences. He
will allow them to buy newsprint ;
he will permit them to buy
machinery ; he will not look into any
of their transactions. He will see that
their machinery is purchased and
retained by them. He will say, “It is
none of my business. ”

Does that solve the problem if you
are serious and sincere in wanting to
deal with corruption ? Do you not
have the power ? You raised the
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question a little while ago whether
Parliament would give you that
power. May I refer you straightway
to Chapter 236—Imports and Exports
Control—in Volume VIII of the Legis
lative Enactments. It is not repealed.
You have the power to make regula-
tions ; you have the power to call for
information ; you have the power to
take every single step you want. I am
reading the Bill of 1955 which was
enacted when you were the Govern-
ment. First of all read Section 2 (e).
There is no difference. It is the same
thing—Volume VIII, Chapter 236. I
am giving you all the ideas. If you
only pick up some of our ideas—

o e, @l SR
(Qaerras Gop. oyi. sguialiser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
You pick up our ideals.

S, @l Awed LT HSBNGD S,
(85 eril. oyi. 1wy LGHTLTTpTLES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I do not think you have had any
ideal. Your only ideal, as far as I can
see, is to sit and sulk, and not to give
the best to your own Government. If
only you use the powers you have
and the capacity you have, instead of
sulking on the side like this! If they
only gave you Wildlife, what can we
do about it ?

@aé @8, @8, LeDiR»
(Qzarres Cep. i eguioui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
What chapter ?

. @8, dwed D MSsNED S
(Bm. 6rit. Sy, Lol LG LTI FIILISSES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Chapter 236, page 443.

First of all, I am suggesting that
the Minister should make regulations,
which he can do, with the approval
of the Cabinet of Ministers.

Under Section 2 (2) (e) you can
restrict the issue of licences required
by the scheme of control to persons
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of any prescribed class or description.
And I suggest that one person to
whom it should not be given is the
person who has not settled his tax
affairs. Licences should not be given
to persons who are in trouble with
the income tax authorities. I am not
talking of specific legislation affect-
ing an individual. I am talking of
people whose establishments are
found guilty of profiteering, anti-
social activities, failure to pay income
tax, and the like. Deal with such
persons.

Then you have section 4. You have
the power, through your controller,
to direct any person, including the
manager of any bank in Ceylon, to
furnish to such officer, and within
such time, as may be specified in the
direction, information regarding such
matters relevant to those purposes as
may be so specified and to cause to
be produced for inspection by such
officer, within such time, and at such
place as may be so specified, books,
accounts and other documents. You
would even be entitled to ask the
directors of Lake House to furnish
information about their Swiss bank
accounts, and if they fail to do so,
under sub-section (2) you would be
entitled to prosecute them in the
magistate’s court and have them
sentenced, if you succeed in proving
your case, to pay a fine not exceed-
ing Rs. 1,500 or to imprisonment of
either description for a term not
exceeding six months or to both such
fine and imprisonment.

You say you want legislation, that
Parliament has not given you powers.
You have all the powers in the world
to deal with corruption. The only
trouble is that you never look at it
that way. Our complaint is that the
law is always invoked against the
small man, never against the big man.
The punishment prescribed here is
what we are concerned with, and not
the secret fines paid to the Inland
Revenue Department officials behind
people’s backs. Why are you con-
tinuing to give them the opportunity
of making money in that way ? You
have an extremely efficient and
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honest pool of officers serving in the
different corporations under you. I
do not know enough about the depart-
ments; so I shall not speak about
them. But do you really think that
you are solving problems without a
clear policy line ? Are you satisfied in
your own mind that up to date a
single licence has been cancelled by
anybody in regard to any single cor-
rupt action ? It is a funny thing how
individuals who violate the law
always get away with it.

In the Hotels Corporation did you
not have the case recently of the
resthouse keeper of Ambepussa being
found guilty of defalcation of a sum
of Rs. 12,000 ? What action has been
taken against him ? No doubt he has
been fired by the Hotels Corporation.
He is no longer working for them. I
appreciate that. But if anyone else
embezzles Rs. 12,000 he does not go
home, he goes to jail. Why has no
action been taken up to date ? These
are the questions I raise.

It is no use our discussing these
things in Parliament and waxing very
eloquent about our respective honesty.
But if you say, “ Well, it is not my
business ; suitable action has been
taken by the Hotels Corporation who
have sacked the man,” does it solve
your problems ?

Take the question of your quotas
and licences. You appointed a
C. W. E. Commission soon after you
came into power in order to expose
alleged acts of corruption on the part
of a previous administration. I came
into the middle of that period as
Minister in charge of the C. W. E. for
a short time. I was there, I believe,
from 26th May 1963—that was the
date of the Cabinet re-shuffle—until
June 1964 when the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) join-
ed our Government and I ceased to
be in charge of the C. W. E. Before
and after me we had the hon. Member
for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilangaratne) as
Minister in charge of the C. W. E. I
fitted in somewhere in between. The
C. W. E. Commission wags appointed
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with a fanfare of trumpets to investi-
gate all sorts of alleged acts of mal-
administration, incompetence, and
the like. It is curious, Mr. Chairman,
that I was never summoned before
this commission. I should have
thought that my evidence, as a
Minister who functioned right in the
middle of the S. L. F. P. period which
was under investigation, would have
been relevant. Nobody ever thought
of even summoning me. None of the
commissioners thought of if.

Then they proceeded to make
various comments in regard to actions
that had taken place before and after
but not in the middle—now, that is
not strictly possible because the mid-
dle period, at least, is a continuation
of the earlier period and many of my
decisions involved the ratification and
acceptance of, including giving legal-
ity sometimes to, some of the actions
taken by the administration in the
former period. I do not see how it
is possible to run an administration
otherwise. And yet, nobody even
thought of questioning me once.

The C. W. E. Commission came to
a number of conclusions. They decid-
ed, for example, that the former
Chairman of the C. W. E., Mr. Ratna
Deshapriya Senanayake, made 800
appointments from Dedigama shortly
before the elections. You seem to be
following his policies very nicely by
making so many appointments from
Dedigama, Tulhiriya and other places
to the C. T. B. and so on just now, on
the eve of another election, that we
will have to appoint a number of
commissions afterwards. We can
probably employ so many people in
commissions afterwards that you will
be surprised.

But this is what I want to tell you.
You found that Mr. Ratna Deshapriya
Senanayake made a number of
appointments, but you discovered
nothing on which you could pin
Mr. Ilangaratne. You discovered that
one of your permanent secretaries,
Mr. Gogerly Moragoda, had some
funnyiotransaction in relation to a
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thing called the “ Family Frigette.”
You discovered that a man called
Mervyn Perera was a crook of the
first order but you promoted him and
gave him a higher salary. These are
strange things that are happening.
You discovered that Mr. R. T. de Silva
was a bribe-giver and then you
applied a bucket of whitewash over
him and referred his case to the
Bribery Commissioner. What is the
purpose of it ? I do not understand it.

If you say there is something wrong,
then, for God’s sake, put it right. Are
you merely trying to play politics and
say, “ We take whatever we like from
these commissions’ reports and reject
what we do not like ? ” I frankly say
that the C. W. E. Commission Report
is an absolutely biased and false
document. It is almost as bad as
that of the wuniversity commission
which once reported on a university
strike and where the commissioner
solemnly said that Mr. Edmund
Samarakkody, a former Member of
this House, addressed a meeting on
the campus when his passport showed
that he was actually in East Germany
at that time. On the basis of the oral
evidence of a witness the commis-
sioner came to the conclusion that
Mr. Edmund Samarakkody had ad-
dressed a meeting, when he was
thousands of miles away in East
Germany and his passport was not
even in Ceylon. Then the commis-
sion also stated that Mrs. Bandara-
naike passed through Kandy on one
of the days the strike was on, to
prove that she had inspired the strike
although she was nowhere near the
campus but had only had tea at the
Peradeniya Resthouse. That kind of
stuff does not convince anybody.

The question is, why do you not
really get down to finding out the
facts, ascertain the truth and take the
necessary remedial action to set right
these various acts of corruption ? One
of the consequences of the present-
day Welfare State, as you imagine it,
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is the enormous power given to
ministries and government depart-
ments. Ministers abdicate their
power, as they sometimes do having
regard to their relationships, and say,
“1t is not my fault”. You told the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota (Dr.
N. M. Perera) a moment ago, “ Your
charge is not against me, your charge
is against the Hon. Minister of
Nationalized Services”. In our
Government we would never have
said a thing like that even if we felt
it—

ow. ¢ Dud. Sl .
(. erav. . erew, QLSS )
(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha)
What about the rice cut ?

e, @l. Rl AHHNSNwD S,
(‘Q@. GrLl. %ffr. L_wIah LIGRTL_TT BTILI&GE )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

On the question of the rice cut

somebody goes. When you disagree
like that somebody goes. In your
case everybody stays and you con-
tinue to stay, and you tap the other
fellow and say, “ Not me ”. That kind

of behaviour you do not find on this
side.

8. oBCE 05 Swlotn @w. (DEHSTD
o JD6 GeBex’ @ECe@um @)

(8. o, Qupapper puns—oss
Q’-ia'.-';_.rﬁ-..ﬁ‘, 5,.*_'{?.5@@567;53 c__@f@mc-&'"mﬂsir LIT T T (@
e P& STl SN )

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of In-
dustries and Fisheries)

And you come back !

2T, @8, el AT Ndmnwm .
(B orts. oyi- _wew LIGUT LTI J5IT Ui )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

If it becomes necessary to come
back we would be most happy about
it. The question is, in your case no-
}?ody goes, and you keep saying,

The other guy is the bad guy, not

me 2
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ad cd. @ld. SwtdAm
(Czorres Ceg. Yi. spwar ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I did not say that. I said that the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota said
SO.

ofef. @d. Dwed A NdsnwD D,
(B eril. Qyi- L_we LI L TIpTi&Es)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It is the kind of thing I myself
would not say. Even if you put it
through the mouth of somebody else
it comes to the same thing. You
abdicate collective responsibility. It
is another way of saying, “ Well, the
other chap has fiddled with the
quotas and fixed it for his friends.”
And you do not deny it. You say, “ It
is not my responsibility. I have only
not taken action to cancel those
quotas. I am leaving the quotas in-
tact.” That is the only difference.

&g on. 7.30

Having said this much, I ask, what
is the real remedy for this ? How do
you propose to set about it ?  Are
you going to take any action on these
things, or are you going to say, “ Well,
a good time has been had by all. A
lot of hot air has now been let off.
Everyone has said what he had to
say. The hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota has got it out of his chest. Now
we are all very pleased about it. We
shall refer the matter back to Mr.
Wijesekera, the Chairman, and hope
that Mr. Wijesekera does something
about it.

But in practice nothing will
happen, and you know it, unless you
decide actually to go into the ques-
tion of these quotas. I agree it is a
lot of work. I agree it means actually
studying facts, going into these
matters and exercising the powers
that you have, upon which you can
easily give orders to the Controller
of Imports to take the necessary
actions and see that the people who
are blacklisted never emerge once
they are caught and are not permit-
ted to sully the public life of this
country again. But how can you do
this ?
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@ oY 60y Swdn®

(Qaorrey QuranCL @ euwellsris)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)
Jail is the place for them.

ofed. @d. awi) AT HosNGD Q.
(Dp orLls. Qi Lwew LIGLTTpTL&ES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Even jail is not the place for them
because the trouble is that some-
times when they come out of jail for
any reason they may end up as
general managers of the very same
corporations.

aé @@353P@3Q ?a‘&ﬁ@@@

(Qsorres QureanGr @ spwellérn)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)
That never happens.

fed. . Westd DI NSBNGRD Dew.
(Bl erll. ym- Lwiew LIGRTL_IT T BTG )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I think it sometimes happens. We
have seen it happen a lot under the
Hon. Minister of State. My purpose
is to see that recalcitrant traders do
not go back again to the trade. That
is the most important thing. It is no
good getting people who are crooks
and criminals to supervise another
bunch of crooks and criminais. You
must deal with them.

My suggestion is a very simple
one. There are laws which you did
not like, laws conferrins what you
thought were dictatorial powers.
There is a law which you yourself
co-operated in passing, the Licens-
ing of Traders Act. You came to the
conclusion that the tribunals
appointed were unlawfully appointed
because they were not appointed by
the Judicial Service Commission.
Well, get them legally appointed.

I took the step of inviting the then
Chief Justice, Mr. H. H. Basnayake,
who was the Chairman of the Judi-
cial Service Commission, and the
other commissioners at that time,
who, I think, were the present Chief
Justice and Mr. T. S. Fernando—I
am not sure who the other commis-
sioners were at that time—to make
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the appointments. The Minister was

not one bit anxious to make the
appointments.

It does not matter who made the
appointments. The important thing
is to get the tribunals going. The
measure that hurts the trader is the
cancellation of his right to trade.
Nothing else. Sending a salesman to
jail is no punishment at all. It does
not help you one bit.

Consider, for example, the ques-
tion of corruption in rice mills. It is
not germane to the Ministry of
State I know, but the same principle
applies. When I was a Minister 1 at
least saw to it that when a man
cheated the Government of Ceylon
once, whether in collusion with a
Food Department storekeeper or not,
his licence was cancelled and stayed
cancelled. He never got back that
right to trade, however great or how-
ever little he was. The licence stayed
cancelled.

The Hon. Minister of Land sees
things differently. He says, “ Cancel
the licence for three months at a time.
Restore it.” His faith in human
nature, that people will change,
follows the same principle as the
appointment of people fresh from jail
straight on to state corporations.

Now, the Hon. Minister is having a
chat on how to deal with corruption.
I hope he has picked up some ideas.
I hope he means to do something
about it. But really it is not going to
be a solution at all if you merely sit
back and let things happen. That is
the main question. And for the
solution of that you must set a good
example. You must yourself dscide.

You are supposed to be in charge
of tourism, but the person who is
doing the greatest service to tourism
at the moment is not you but the
Hon. Minister of Communications. He
is sending all our people who want
to do tourism abroad.

There is no doubt that your present
Chairman of Salu Sala will be horri-
fied that the present Chairman of Air
Ceylon has done far better than , he

BewiEm @535 VedDGes

676
—mném BEnd
ever did. The tally is one hundred
and sixty-four free trips in the last
four years for himself and the
members of his family on Air Ceylon
acccunt. I mean the Chairman of Saly
Sala never did a thing like that.
[Interruption]. No, he stuck to the
rules. The rules permitted himself
and certain members of his family to
travel on a certain prescribed and
well-known principle. He followed
those. I do not know whether the
principle ought to be amended. That
is a different question, but certainly
he did nothing outside the rules.
[Interruption]. But here—I shall
come to that when I deal with the
Votes of the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications—164 trips, not merely to
the nearest and dearest but to remote
relations, in-laws, and to persons with
no connection whatsoever. This is
fantastic. And the best part is that
when the chairman was questioned
by a member of the staff he had
stated, “ Nothing to do except to
make hay while the sun shines ”! He
has made a lot of hay. I shall show
the amount of hay he has made—164
trips. Can you imagine ? Each one
costs Rs. 3,000 cn an average.

The Trident was purchased also to
promote tourism. It is now flying the
Bombay-Karachi route. On the last
flight this Trident carried two
passengers as far as Bombay and
three passengers as far as Karachi.
This is fantastic tourism. Do you
know the cost per flying hour with
the number of passengers you had in
it ? It costs Rs. 7,000 per hour flying
two or three people in your Trident.
This was the plane which was going
to pay for itself in foreign exchange !

Unlrss you have a clear policy line
in regard to your foreign exchange
proposals you are mnot going to
achieve anything. Your tourism is
almost as bad a slogan as your food
drive. The two things are of the same
order. Is tourism really going to take
second place to our tea ? I think the
Hon. Minister of State in a moment of
enthusiasm, as when he talked of the
rhythm of the universe, said that
tourism in place of tea will be our
foreign exchange earner.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

677
Juddm vme’ emP®sm, 1969-70
@S e, @l SuTEAm
(Qsorres Coy. QY. SQuIGUT GG )
(The Hon. J. R, Jayewardene)
I did not say that.

of. 0. Rww A Mdsned .
(8p. erts. gy _wiew LIGRT LT T [T LI & & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Hon. Minister denies that. I
accept it. At least tourism and tea
both start with a capital T, which is
something. That is the only common
thing in this.

May I say this : work out for your-
self the foreign exchange costs that
you are going to incur in promoting
tourism. What is the foreign exchange
element—can any one give us the
answers 7—of the permits that are
allowed to people for the putting up
of hotels, for the import of tourist
cars ? For all the different items com-
prising your tourist drive, what is the
total foreign exchange expenditure
at present? I am not talking
of internal expenditure—whether
the Bentota Hotel was put
up by the Minister of Scientific
Research or his near and dear, or any
other hotel put up by anybody else—
sun and sand, or anything else. I like
to ask what is the foreign exchange
component of your expenditure—
whether it is done in association with
the B. O. A. C. or anybody else—on
tourism? Tell me, how long is it going
to take you and in respect of how
many tourists, to pay that off, and
over how many years? I do not
believe that even hy the time your
hotels are crumbling out of date and
obsolete, you still would have paid
the cost.

Do you really have a clue in re-
gard to how much money your
tourists are bringing in ? We meet
a number of these people from time
to time at different places. I see
some of them at the Queen’s Hotel,
Kandy ; I occasionally see some of
them at Nuwara Eliya and some of
them in seaside resorts. I also talk to
them. I also watch their conduct and
behaviour, and I have observed that
hardly a single one of them has five
shillings in his pocket, five francs in
his pocket, to change. They have

1969 geaiedz 31

676

—l® Bend

nothing cash-wise. They are being
looked after all round—hotel bills
are paid for them at cut prices—and
everything is done for them. They
are ferried in large charters ; inter-
preters are provided. I am specially
speaking of the ones from France
and Germany, and they are bringing
absolutely nothing cash-wise.

And why are you providing foreign
exchange to house these people, and
earning foreign exchange for other
people ? What is the sense of this?
What have you gained ? You talk of
Jumbo Jets. Even if people come in
Jumbo Jets they stay for one night
and push off. No one is going to stay
here in Jumbo Jets. Merely to
house—is that your argument? If
you want to make things pay the
only thing you can do is to plan it
so as to give them not imported
goods but local goods and services.
It is the services particularly that
pay, and for the services you must
have attractive things. Some people
may be attracted by night clubs,
some may be attracted by aquaria,
and others may be attracted by wild
life sanctuaries—different things to
different people.

. oo 7.45

But I do not know that building
hotels and giving accommodation
and enabling foreign exchange
racketeers to collect money abroad
for the income tax authorities to raid
is a solution to any of these problems.

Unless you have a costing approach
to your questions, where is the pro-
fit on all this ? Unless you have a
clear idea of that you will get no-
where.

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) referred to a
trip to the Bahamas in which I too
had the pleasure of his congenial
company and enjoyed every minute
of it, I must say. I count him as one
of my best capitalist friends.

But this is the point I am making.
From any point in the U.S.A. to get
to the Bahamas the air fare costs
approximately 100 dollars. For the
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price of Rs. 500 in your pocket in
American money vou can get to the
Bahamas from any part of the
U. S. A—from California or from
the Great Lakes.

Now, the average American family
has got about 5,000 dollars to spend
on a holiday, and if there are three
or four members in the family, it is
300 or 400 dollars out of that as air
fare. The balance money is there as
money to spend in the Bahamas,
and they go to the Bahamas to spend
the money. They do not want to
keep it. Their whole purpose is to
have an enjoyable holiday for a
month or a month and a half or two
months and get back home to the
States at the end of it. And they are
quite prepared to pay for their holi-
day.

But by the time that your tourists
come to Ceylon most of their spend-
ing money is already blocked up in
air fares, unless they too can manage
to get on the directorate of Air
Ceylon. They have to pay for it, and
once they come here they “have to
live on the minimum. Naturally.
They cannot afford the 50 dollar fee
that the Hilton Hotel and the Inter-
Continental charge here in Ceylon.
Those rates are not for them. They
have to live cheap. The result is that
you will not attract a number of
people. That is not because this is
not a beautiful place. The hon.
Member for Matara (Mr. Tudawe)
will not like it but if you want to
attract tourists to Ceylon you must
lift this island and transplant it in
the Caribbean much closer to the
U.S.A. Polhena would attract thein
all. T have no doubt about it. And the
Hon. Minister of State in those
circumstances would override all
objections, whether there is a
resolution or not, and insist on
planting another hotel—Polhena
Beach Hotel.—[Interruption].

Unless you can get the Indians to
*ake to tourism from the neighbour-
ing sub-continent—and I do not think
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the Indian millionaires will become
millionaires if they take to tourism—
the truth of the matter is that you
have really not got any tourist poten-
tial here at all, unfortunately be-

cause of the price factor, and all the
enormous investments you are mak-
ing in foreign exchange are a total
loss.

A number of people do come here.
I am not saying they do not. There is
certainly a greater influx of people
than before, but most of them are
bringing absolutely nothing. That is
the complaint we make. And if they
continue to bring nothing here, for
what are we spending foreign
exchange ? I can understand it if it
is merely a rupee component that is
going into yeur investment. But
foreign exchange ? Certainly not.

There are many things that you can
do to make Ceylon attractive to
tourists. One of the things you have
to do is to give them things to do and
to occupy their time. You can
make this place a shopper’s paradise
by making it the equivalent of an
Indian Ocean Hong Kong or Singa-
pore—it has its advantages and its
drawbacks. I think the first person
who ever proposed that was the hon.
Member for Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G.
Senanayake) long ago when he was
your Minister of Commerce and
Trade. I think the hon. Member for
Dambadeniya dropped it when he
became our Minister of Commerce
and Trade. I do not know what his
views are now since he is running a
separate party of his own.—[Interrup-
tion]. At that time he wanted Trinco-
malee made a free port. Now I do not
know whether he will argue for
protection for onions, but the fact
remains that the hon. Member for
Dambadeniya certainly knew his
onions about free ports in those days.
It was his proposal that we should
try to mark off an area of about 400
or 500 square miles in Trincomalee
and make it a free port rather on the
lines of Hong Kong or Singapore.
With the rest of the world having
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problems with expatriated Chinese
population it may seem a good idea.
Of course, it also has the dual advan-
tage that it will break the Federal
Party in half right at the junction of
the Eastern Province and the
Northern Province. That added ad-
vantage throws you on that side. But
I do not think the hon. Member for
Dambadeniya had that thought in his
mind when he first proposed it at that
time. Maybe it would be an added
argument for it now, but really that is

one approach to that question.

Apart from making it a shoppers’
paradise you can alternatively
consider the question of making it an
investors’ haven by means of giving
people the opportunity to buy real
estate or to make investments with-
out any direct taxation by keeping
indirect taxation levels high. I
suppose that would correspond more
or less to the Bahamas.

The third method is to create a
new climate, essentially local, where
you give people things to do and
things to study. You must fill up
their time. It can be done. I think
even today the elephants bathing at
Katugastota, notwithstanding Lady
Wilberforce’s accident, probably
constitute a greater tourist attraction
than all the things you have been
doing spending foreign exchange.—
[Interruption]. I am talking in terms
of the elephants bathing there, but if
you suggest that the elephants should
stay without a bath for the rest of
time because of Lady Wilberforce,
my sympathies are with the elephants
in spite of the U.N.P.

So, you must actually have things
for them to see and things for them
to do. For example, the hon. Member
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for Yatiyantota referred to an
aquarium. The setting up of an
aquarium is certainly something
worth thinking about. It is a very

simple thing. All they have done in
the Bahamas is that they have

excavated the ground to a depth of
about 25 feet, an area about the size
of the Chamber of the House of
Representatives, and round it they
have built a glass tank and the
fish are inside. A diver goes from the
top and feeds the fish and the fish
promptly congregate round the diver
and the people are standing on the
sides of the tank watching it like an
underwater vista. It is quite cheap.
Every variety of fish is there with
all the tropical colours. Anyway, we
probably have nicer fish than in the
Caribbean. I mean a man like
Mr. Rodney Jonklass in charge of a
thing like that could certainly make
a going concern of it. That is the type
of thing that the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota was talking about. It is
a service that you are providing.
People will pay for the service. But,
if you are going to get them to pay
for the imported goods which we
have imported with foreign exchange
and hope to amortize it over the
years, I do not see how any attempt
on tourism built on those lines can
possibly succeed.

I should like to raise one last
matter, namely, the pricing policies
of Salu Sala. I have only got five
minutes to go and I do not propose
to take more than that.—[Interrup-
tion]. I have no objection whatsoever
to your deciding to share with the
private sector, if that is your policy,
the ownership of that branch of the
C.W.E. and building up a monopoly
But the fact is that it is still a mone-
poly, a monopoly for the import of
cloth into this country. The point is,
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what do you want to do ? You deter-
mine the quantities which you want
to import, entirely as a matter of
policy for yourself, within the limits
of foreign exchange available. You
determine the distribution throu:h
your outlets—wholesalers and re-
tailers. If your objective is to reduce
the demand for cloth and thereby
eliminate queues and things like that,
you can always do that by your
pricing policy. You can always do
that quite easily. If you allow the
prices to rise sufficiently high you
can always ensure that there are
goods in the shops, and people
enviously doing window-shopping
outside them, but unable to dare to

go into the shop because the price
prohibits them. For example, I think
Horlicks malted milk has never been
available in such large supplies as
today. Only, it costs Rs. 5.50 a pound
and nobody can afford it. The shops
are full of goods—the natives are
contented and happy, in the language
of your old Governors in the British
times ! Of course, the shops are full,

but poor people have no money in

their pockets with which to buy the
goods.

Now, you have done a very strange
thing: you adopted the policy of
making things available on rice
coupons at one price and without
coupons at another price. What is the
objective of this ? Is it really to dis-
tribute the cloth cheap to poor
people ? Or, is it to give them a
premium value on their coupons ? As
far as I can see, the coupon already
has a value. Most people have sold
it already, and there are sufficient
rackets going on in the trafficking on
your free rice. In fact, that is the best
business if anyone wants to really
make money. If any of your party
hacks really and truly wants to find
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some easy way of making a 30 per
cent return, the best thing is to buy

up 100 rice ration coupons—the best
sure-fire method of making money,
better than finance companies or any-
thing else. It is the finest investment
possible. If you collect that rice and
sell the free rice you get at market
value you will find you can easily
make 30 to 40 per cent profit per
week on your investment.

Now, by means of your pricing
arrangements, what have you
achieved ? Have you satisfied any-
body ? Can you explain why it is that
under your pricing orders imported
suiting materials are price-
controlled if sold on coupons and not
price-controlled if sold without
coupons ? What is the logic of this?
There was a case recently in the
Municipal Magistrate’s Court of
Colombo where an accused was
acquitted precisely on that ground.
Check it up and see for yourself—a
Chinaman somewhere in Maradana.
I am talking with knowledge. It will
not do to shake your head and say it
is not so. There was a time when
price control orders actually did—
[Interruption]. I do mnot know
whether you have since corrected it.
But it was so in the early days of
price control of textiles.

If, on the one hand, you want to
make textiles available cheap to
people, why do you not at least lay
down the codes of standards and
conduct to be followed by your own
sub-traders ? And why does the
C.W.E. not exercise its prerogative to
withhold and to withdraw supplies
from errant, recalcitrant traders ?
Why are you permitting your
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materials to be made use of as a
basis for other people running print-
ing industries and allowing them to
make colossal profits ? Why do you
not withhold supplies to such people ?

I believe you once ran a raid in
regard to the shop which does
business under the name of Tricot.—
[Interruption]. I .do not know the
pronunciation of these things. Carr’s
biscuits probably knows more about
it! I do not know these trade names.
But, anyway, whatever it may be,
the fact remains that these people
were actually caught in the act of
trying to sell local material as
imported material, at the time of the
famous Marikar Bawa raid. What
action has been taken up to date
about it ? Nothing.
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It being 8 p.M., the Deputy Chairman

left the Chair to report Progress.
Committee report Progress; 1o sit
again on Monday, 1st September 1969.

méDuen Bewldy wtnIBNE
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Minister of Finance
desires to move Item 2 now. Shall we
take that up now ?

aé @ RIG
(Qsorras oms s Farser)
(Hon. Members)

Aye'!
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : MINISTER OF
INFORMATION AND DBROADCASTING—
PersoNAL EMOLUMENTS, ETC.

@aéy DB B BNGD
(Qzerrey el Briss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

I move,

“ That a supplementary sum not exceed-
ing Rupees Thirty-nine thousand one
hundred and sixty (Rs. 39,160) be payable
out of the Consolidated Fund of Ceylon,
or any other fund or moneys of, or at the
disposal of, the Government of Ceylon or
from the proceeds of any loans obtained
by the Government of Ceylon, for the ser-
vice of the financial year beginning on
October 1, 1968, and ending on September
30, 1969, and that the said sum may be
expended as specified in the Schedule
hereto :

Schedule

Head 26—Minister of Information
and Broadcasting.

Vote No. 1—Personal Emoluments

and other allowances of staff .. 34,660

Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expendi-
ture Y .. 4,500
39,160 ”

ydme Svum GEW, wenud0m .
@ alBSSLLILE, GI{'D\_&}JJ;@EH@?T@TLJULL‘{;H.

Question put, and agreed to.
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ADJOURNMENT

ad . @md. SwddA»
(Q@orren Cog. i spwaui Fer)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

“That the House do now adjourn.”

gdma I0um G, wwmuldm Ja.
@ Cectl G m e mdGanenenile 5.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at
8.02 pmM. until 10 AM. on
Monday, 1st September 1969,

pursuant to the Resolution of
the House of 23rd August 1969.
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TEACHER VACANCIES, KAYTS ELECTORATE
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(Mr. K. P. Ratnam—XKilinochchi)
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ULD QU S UGUT T ?

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: Will he state in
respect of all schools including the
madya maha vidyalayas and maha
vidyalayas in Kayts Electorate as at
1.5.69 (i) those schools that had
vacancies for teachers; the number
of such vacancies in each such school;
the period during which these
vacancies remained unfilled; (ii)
those schools that have not had a
permanent head teacher; and for
how long such vacancy for a perma-
nent head teacher existed; (iii)
those schools where there are no
teachers to teach English ; the num-
ber of pupils in each such school ;
and the period for which there has
been no teachers to teach English ;
(iv) when the vacancies for teachers
will be filled; and when per-
manent head teachers will be
appointed ; and also when teachers
to teach English will be appointed ?

o &k 28 @l . S8wemEC
(eRmBH o @D DOwL SEAC
@O3)

(Cserra; g ertb. Yr. . G & r ey v —
&NGH, SOTFTT GHevamr Iyenipd i)

(The Hon. I. M. R, A. Iriyagolle—
Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)

(i) co/eRDEB0 @wm SemEw 65.6.1
8O séTeny 28 w/3s5IxRRD O
SemEen 1969.1.1 80 gbefemny 2 B, (ii)
w0/ @BIVHS @em BexEw 60.4.1 &8O,
o/ I Q@sne O SemGw 68.2.4 &O.
/eRFSEO @sn ScmEw 65.6.1 &O.
o/ méBssy GOE SEd8E  Bemas
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(i) J/Delft Maha Vidyalaya—two
vacancies from 1.1.1969 ; J/Pungudu-
tive Maha Vidyalaya—two vacancies
from 1.1.1969. (ii) J/Mandaitivu

Aot O35 etdcH
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Maha Vidyalaya, J/Shanmuganatha
M. V., J/Delft M. V., J/Karampan
Little Flower M. V. have only acting
headmasters since 1.1.1960, 1.2.63,
1665 and 21269 respectively. -
(iii) There are no vacancies for
English assistant teachers in the
Kayts Electorate. (iv) The vacan-
cies for permanent headmosters and
assistant teachers will be filled from
new appointments expected to be
made. As there are no vacancies for
English assistant teachers in the
Kayts Electorate, the question of
appointing English assistant teachers
at Question (iii) does not arise.
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