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OFFICIAL REPORT
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS [Col. 1285]
BILLS READ THE FIRST TIME [Col. 1294]:

Public Officers’ (Security) (Amendment) Bill
Fublic Examinations Bill

APIROPRIATION BILL, 1967-68 [Sixth Allotted Day] [Col. 1295] :
b Second Reading—Debate Adjourned
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House of Representatives

1967 gowiedmy 10 2» o 8B
Swmp&@Loeno, 10 gsovLc 1967
Thursday, 10th August 1967

@ . 100 'Y 9 acw ded Bw. Bewidn
Ammeon® [0, B B0E ez Qwmn|
. QewmG @ B,

gau, ap-u. 10 wealléGs Fmigug. .U gurBTwUsT
sauraset [H@. erov. F. Caporl Qarpwr] &%imLo
& M @) & GIT .

The House met at 10 anv., MR. DEPUTY

SPEAKER [MR. S. C. SHIRLEY COREA] in the
Chair.

88 egAmmEs SEOTIOR
FoinGEstiul L L& S rmEer
PAreERs PRESENTED

Supplementary Estimate No. 30 of 1966-
61—[0ecd OB 2EEO odh 28, 8. 22
%£csDENB]

wimedun 0m BB AN Do @é® GS.

sumSLg 9 B@ss LISl ILCLS.

Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
5. ¢8. oy ©wvmn 8O0 8¢C coB
@00 M DS

Sm. . g 86p:
1B 5 HEQENE (LPUDHE

MR. E. I. GRAY : ATTEMPT TO SMUGGLE
FOREIGN CURRENCY

Gleuall BTG LIGTT G605

1. Sy &S S NG .
(Genden)
. (8- T GeTen il o i prisssE—
Qamrr per )
(Mr. Ratnasiri Wikramanayaka—
Horana)
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5595(5';661
F. 89 Cp

@(g}géafsnﬁmm_é,
B
SL & QIEELLD 19 &FLbLIT LT B5 BN GREs
uleflm 5 51 QavafCu QaeeubQurepd o(h
@D Qarensuimer Qavaf] e (B
Ler sog aTOsHE Qe qpuieTEpam ?
(=5) gyalruag_@waaﬂé), 9 50srms wWrel?
(@) e @spHSTS ol YUTTSS
(@ﬁ;@ﬁu@r@%‘gﬁiuf;:_r&? (7)) @ps YU
I & & QsTenseWLS s 19w g W ? (2-)
Sjaur Lo Qaeflsri@&Es QFaa
w15 HULIB e STE, Qe s OQewe pemL
QU@ B s, oo saerGu@uurTr ?

(O alatizey
Qaorraid Gawedreri

asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Did Mr. E. I. Gray, Honorary Secre-
tary of the Ceylon Boxing Associa-
tion, attempt to smuggle a certain
amount of foreign currency when he
was leaving Ceylon in December last
year ? (b) If so, what was the
amount ? (¢) What was the fine
imposed on him in this connection ?
(d) Who paid fthis fine ? (e) As he
is getting ready to go abroad again,
will he see to it that a similar inci-
dent does not occur again ?

253, S0cee’®» Qw. (8ed wORed
S 8Belsy eC )

(55 ere. Aiva@rar—7H 5 oyemindgiler
LIIT T [T (@LDGT & srifwsNa )

(Mr. N. Wimalasena—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance)

(@) One Mr. E. I. Gray who des-
cribed himself as an insurance
executive was detected in an attempt
to smuggle foreign currency out of
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the country on 12.12.66. (b) The
amount was £ 26.10sh. in sterling and
a cheque for £20. (¢) The currency
and the cheque were declared forfeit
and a further penalty of Rs. 2,000 was
imposed on him. (d) The fine was
paid by Mr. Gray. (e) It is not known
that Mr. Gray is getting ready to go
abroad again. If a similar incident
does occur, suitable steps will be
taken under the provisions of the law.

HBoesTEB DSNGEDDESn
(21 FUTETUST 96Ul &er)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Question No. 2.

SN Dcw.

(5@ dlsrnpruss)

(Mr. Wickramanayaka)

Q¥ e® e gy o

@0uS em (©EeR, wa'ds ofe gf»d
@xy 5% G
#ley sra@nBuy e aurued QUL g.

Question by leave, withdrawn.

B30T S5 DS BNEDBYD
(201 FurprUsST Syeuiser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Question No. 5.

doce’» .
(8@ Awalser)
(Mr. Wimalasena)

The Hon. Minister wants one
month’s time to answer this
Question.

¥ We O W 9Buw R0 Bow e
@Dém G

al@ear tomnHG@m s Sl s s swmnles sce%n
e tin e gy,

Question ordered to stand down.

Bewldm 03I edDEw

1288
28 B84

RED. 0. 9ZAZRD V., AW
GG ehmbioc

8. Loley. erib. @eaviai seor, B LDLIG GITSHG)GD,
Gome m&a

MR. W, M, GUNAWARDHANA, DAMBAKANA-
ELLA, MONARAGALA

3. 9. 8. e D Scn.
8. 8. B®coss
BCE—6DHOD)

(285D

REFa)  @csr.—

(r@@ eraw, 19. Coera—0s&s rre—
& Y. GTLh. STDESTEF e T—1919%r
—FTTLITE)

(Mr. S. B. Lenawa—Kekirawa—on

behalf of Mr. R. M. Dharmadasa Banda—
Bibile)
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asked the Minister of Social Services
(a) Is he aware that Wannisinghe
Mudiyanselage Gunawardhana, resid-
ing at Dambakanaclla in !the Monera-
gala District, has been issued with a
payment certificate bearing No. 43440
M.G/452 on 28.8.66 by the Director of
Social Services enabling him to draw
T. B. assistance from 1.8.66 ? (b) Is he
aware that this allowance has not
been received yet ? (c) Will he take
action to pay this with arrears early?
(d) If not, why ?

ad OxY. 9. ¥. @l DG TS »
(esn28 e 1@F)

(Qsorrey GTav. 6r&. @. GTib. STHE)T ST
—geps Crovar gyewssn)

_('I"he Hon. N. H. A. M. Karunaratne—
Minister of Social Services)

(¢) ®D. (q) ¥, WBWELTECwW:)
A VD. @€ DEI D DRIy
Gi. 80 o @B WBweSIcnthd E@s%
2 em@m» WS Ce g»s, BD. D8.
@endBR® ¥y 6Ixeds’ dCHEY
c0S® Az s» eCBsY Bz WS G
608 WBwWeSHIBwmD 6HIH
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RIVER VALLEYS DEVELOPMENT BOARD, BOATS
SECTION : FRAUD

4, oD Cwi (DB eI

9. €DKRI)
(B Coaro—Bm Sibsrs LG
FTTLITS) i

(Mr. Lenawa—on behalf of Mr. Dhar-
madasa Banda)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Will he state
separately the income received by the
River Valleys Development Board as
shown by receipts nos. 8121, §127, 8128
and 8112 of the Board’s Boats Section,
Senanayake Samudraya, Inginiya-
gala ? (b) Will he state what action
has been taken regarding complaints
that there has been a fraud in connec-
tion with these payments ? (¢) Has
a full inquiry been held into this ?
(d) If so, will he state the findings
of the inquiry ? (e) If a full inquiry
has not been held, will he take early
action to hold one ? (f) If not why ?

MmOEF Ll . (ammzz om
Botd B DO @By &R
e®@sY 25 eE D—0oaR wS&ée &%
JeCAC @ @B e2m»2D)

(8@ srvafl gu@ghu—sad), sorsrr
dlousrr sewsaifar Lrrrenwerps sriflu
s —arenfl, filiuraar, Rerdlave oyenind
FHLD FLI (LPSDAIHLD FITiLITs )

(Mr. Gamini .Jayasuriya—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of
Education and Cultural Affairs—on behalf
of the Minister of Land, Irrigation and
Power)

(@) Receipt No. 8121 of 23.2.67—
income earned Rs. 28; Receipt No.
8127 of 5.3.67—income earned Rs. 20 ;
Receipt No. 8128 of 6.3.67—income
earned Rs. 34; Receipt No. 8112 of
13.2.67—income earned Rs. 24. (b)
Prompt action was taken on the
complaint made and the investiga-
tion which is haundled by the board’s
security service is proceeding. (¢) A
full inquiry will be held on the com-
pletion of investigations. (d), (e) &
(f) Dr: not arise in view of (¢) ahove.
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CONTRACT FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF
MABODALA WEWA, MINUWANGODA

6. ded. B, HNwisem .
(0®sen—38. 8. ¢ ecwBw 882V
Vs — 5By cend—EcDHRNST)

(B Grow. I1o. LIGHTL T BT ILI&GS—EIDLIaD
—Bm. erb. §. g QFrdiEr & Blaur &er—
LA eyaurmQ & —Frrurs )

(M=, S.1, Bandaranayake—Gam_pg-lha—
on behalf of Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwar-
dena—Minuwangoda)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power : (a) How is it that the
reconstruction of “ Mabodala Wewa ”
in the Minuwangoda Electorate was
given to a privaie contractor without
calling for tenders? (b) Why was
not a tender notice published in the
Gazette for this purpose ? (c) How
is it that this work was given to a
privatecindividual without making
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8 Egud
inquiries either from the Mabodala
Cultivation Committee or the multi-
purpose co-operative society, who
were competent to be entrusted with
the work ?

beeaBes . (RO, TNE 3¢C
AC ¢1@B edmIQ)

(55 %u_t@:ﬂw—aﬂrmﬂ, Birliureer, Her
dlene yeipFFaHLD FLl ApBDUHLD  FIT
Lrs)

(Mr. Jayasuriya—on behalf of the
Minister of Land, Irrigation and Power)

(¢) The estimated cost of the work
being Rs. 11,500 only, local small scale
tenders were invited, according to
approved departmental procedure.
In the case of these tenders, notices
are displayed in prominent places but
not gazetted. It was therefore open
to any interested local approved
societies to offer their quotations. The
only tender received was from a
registered contractor for skilled work
which was accepted. (b) Please see

(a) above. (c) The practice of offer-
ing of works without inviting tenders,
to approved societies has been dis-
continued in accordance with
Treasury Circular No. 694. The job
involved skilled work such as con-
crete structures and rubble masonry.
Hence no inquiries were made from
the cultivation committees for the
purpose.

=838 S08.» Ow. (PDRAGST®)
(S Cuiied ol a7 10 Eam—a bl i G
gu)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe—Kam-
burupitiya)
&8:E 11,000 » DRz ©®
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(Mr. Jayasuriya)
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PUBLIC OFFICERS (SECURITY) (AMENDMENT)
BILL

“to amend the Public Officers’ (Secu-
rity) Ordinance.”

B8ay @m G oY 0e @OB o @ &,
DY Howwd 388, 1967 geoiw = 11 2m Bdg
ccOm 06 DHwde EDuBe, JYw YLhe BDE
GReBe B D D6 GE.

B8 oewger Gseroal U 9. euaTElBHIW&ES
SiautEemne)  EmEsUULLgl. 1967 esen’ 11
ath BG5S QaicraflePoemn  @oewLmd  (peD
Wi B L Qaan@GneTa)h  SEFFLIIL

Raucs@Goen @)D 2p2eor UL LI LS.

Presented by the Hon. U. B. Wannina-
yake, Minister of Finance ; to be read a
Second time wupon Friday, 11th August
1967, and to be printed.

58I Swme W I SO
Qunsls Gsiajser WEFTSM
PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS BILL

“to make more effective provisions for
the proper conduct of public examinations,
for the punishment of offences committed
in connection with such public examina-
tions, and for all matters connected
+herewith or incidental thereto.”
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Presented by the Hon. J. R. Jayawar-
dene, Minister of State and Parliamentary
Secretary to the Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence & External Affairs, on
behalf of the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs; to be read g Second

time upon Friday, 11th August 1967, and
to be printed.
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Order read for resuming adjourned
Debate on Question—[25th July].

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time ”—[The Hon. Wanninayake].

Question again proposed.
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e Caerel)ser Colviamgul’ @  w@ipsd
wen &G per.  eeris g yar®  srowrea
Q& reir et g 67 BT T LD & & FTGT 0 G00-5
sorrdl of 5 Py 55, DS ApY. 5
F& US QEEr GEHLErE s°5 YT FTEIE
Ler@. prer Ca’ g 6T T RTLIUGT () & [

yeoallrg  Havw g 56l s g—

Sermuiy

[GBns80]

Bewl &5 DSBNGEDDS
(20 surprusi euiser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Please address the Chair and ignore
the interruptions of the hon. Member
for Negombo. '

9. 9C. ¢deE €D Do

(@U@ ae. oisme welam)

(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)

Qmswure gyn%g Crmanrdd)dy L& Hufen
yosllrg feowus Spssiin & Coar@i.

D LIFLIT 5T U SaCarenr
WG ZPAPS S 5 oL GTIQUITE oT &
&> CxQuiswinrssCeaenr@ib.

yaui &Ger,

&7 Gleor 6or (mp v
@gﬁmwwmfé@d BmCaramwdng map
@sgo55 CosRuwrésCoaemri rOuerm
Ca1” PsQsT e i_curseir

wSerir. [G2&86 ]

shipras &8

The hon. Member for Agalawatta
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) may
express his personal opinion, but it
is not the policy of the S. L. F. P,

uf emsr GEHEErs &6 eI ap SaLd
Ybss Gopupssoss CasPuwuinris
Covenr QG ioesr oy . Pl &C& T v 1g. 756 Qe m 7.
B G amanriody s gGImppssss CsBu
LDUILDIT & (&6 IF SGT  GT 6T ) shpres s Q)
WS eor i LIl [5 Z1Q)SE T GRT 19 (75 5 51T - 6T 9/ F &
@.ﬁ@mmwmn&%&?@ab YBlswras  Dhsors
Qs flovreri ser a5 e (blaur i seir
DYQUTSOT  LILI[5 ST 567 Brer & &G per,
Cos&uirnnd ereriig Rniseor woersee. Gs&Hus
TV T fﬂﬂ}nﬁﬁ@dﬁ@fb Cur gaurer,
Qs (5,6 tom e 20 Carsdlen Qasrorens
UIT (Lb.

GT 6T 1

LOUILD

B G asmenr o s GDpapss  Cs&uinuws
DT SSLINIL_IT T ET TG0 LOT & 9 Blsling.

WTEs &SI EE CFae Hady. LO! FHEHED
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—6¢Im D6 BwE®

wgsle Cadvuloors
Sewr v apul QsQsren® () 6ir

G grifleoreriser

DG ;  LEhFd o pu Qa0 s e () & (7l 6T
b geflliul L suwlualsellar Qaduadr
Gl O FIT B G5 15 (L Qi (5 & g Lo @r ST &-
Q. @ps CprsHe 5 G & mewr & &
FOPPSGDE  gufund  CsRuwinrss
Gover GG Loar oy o1 L o1 & 515G peir. 8 s @
9 BB L1119 Wi YT Fi 11 B 515 (@
a b il Gc.‘F@Lb.

11507 LD

saeilewls  Lipm) DBID i Ho Faer
DL B)HES APYUIT . SNHNIGHLDE Fi
Yarsor slipred s Qufer &1 i vy
Q) p 10 s T @19 (17 S @i

The Hon. Minister of Education is
waiting for the Federal Party to.
agree so that he can send Sinhals
teachers to Muslim schools in the
North and East.

SN LI D& &I
YeurGeil_th Drrser AN ser Qo
Goadr gy Gaf;@@@&;- aCerearme ermser
uGPIC wéser QEser Qor 1A enuin’s
Ly &5 iy Germi ser. priser Sfser
Geortfemusi 11195 &G cu cwr PG Loesr o GTLt
QurepCsr & defl Qr_mrib. shireas s &
Wi QLurap s srer  seafls
uCoFrgraney o p s Qe ig (m& @ mpi seir
orer  &mHHEC ner,

G @GIOTS  BrEISeT

Smser

REIETa® ®csa.

(S S el E1sLD )

(Mr. Dharmalingam)

Subject to certain conditions.

J. OC. ¢de@ 98D Owo.
(8@ a. ored. oy me tngS &)
(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)
What are your conditions ?

NEOERTa® @ca.
(8w siwdmesn)
(Mr. Dharmalingam)
Regulations.

J. OC. ¢9e@ 98D O,
(R . ere. L1 FI6 1083 1)
(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)

You have passed your regulations:
now. 286 why are you objecting to.
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[&. &&. gRgd 98B ®wn. ]
Sinhala teachers being sent to Muslim
Schools ? What is your difficulty
now ?

BowdLn DN 5NGHDSH
(20 FUT BTG SeUTE6T)
(Mr, Deputy Speaker)

If both Members like, they can go
outside the Chamber, have their
arguments and then come back.

T, O¢. adeE 9ED Y.

(@)L o ere. L1 1083 5l )

(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)

Qserrar 211 FUTETLSTTSCOT, 6I6eT 5
Qar @5l susirer o Esligurer S0
urigréser fmser Rluisters Csi

RaTpar, Amserd LI LILIGDET S

REORT0® .

(8. siwedlrs)

(Mr. Dharmalingam)
QLiLng uyid QUIT LI5S V).

J. 2C. e®eE &R Own.

(@t @ erev. yLigIed 1bg351)

(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)

QUIT U1 & & T LDGD GV
GlarapLbLy
Quifluriser  eraGarmb Glarm @Grafw

o BIGCTL] Grimre,

wrpasfe @mssp shlpred
wrss Qumserth 119 Gy sar. 251456 e (L)

GCrep  Glvoul  FrSHT S  LDSET
QEiCrr pars 50w B p s16s T () Zh5)
sor 5 5Ge 1Aallm’ Liewr eGmpi. Firgbiraent
LITLDT R &6 LD

LD & GIT 5T GOT uu;u%asés

Fnl_IT 5.

RERET 0@ Dean.
(8. siwdlisn)
(Mr. Dharmalingam)

2 Mm@ 1 Hoaaudanen w1 ser ?

J. 9C. ¢de@ 98D .

(@)L ar- crav. i giey gl g )

(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)

DpLb. L9 et Qb L9 & g}@;ﬁ@uﬁ?@é
HCww. porms Aferer apepule Litg g
s Qarewr® ool Q. oPeursi LIg &1

Bib. [@enuTB]

Hewidm 0538 FDE®
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— e 86 HwSE

You have accepted that Sinhala
should be the Official Language. Why
should you object to Sinhala teachers
being sent to the North and East ?
[@oc@] In my electorate a
number of Tamil schools are demand-
ing Sinhala teachers. Why cannot the
Hon. Minister of Education send
Sinhala teachers to those schools ?

905 FLIgUITS CsPu ppm®L LIPHIL
afl (b GG e @erm  sHpres
s KFoow  @QpS ,:c;y_:rarmﬁwnb 56T GDIL_GIT
wasss Qsren@ erlig s CsAu opm
LWLl LD ML Que  @plguyLd GT GoT 1)
Cal'a oyeelii@8Cper ? How can you
speak of national unity when the
Federal Party is opposed to Sinhala
teachers being sent to the North and
East ? [@o56@] You have accepted
Sinhala only as the Official Language.
That was the very reason why they
introduced legislation for the reason-
able use of Tamil. Where is the
national unity you speak of ? The
hon. First Member for Batticaloa
(Mr. Rajadurai) will agree with me
that there are a number of Tamil
schools that are demanding Sinhala.
teachers.

G

@Qps prige erp@mp, Snsern Li1g &
Bm, Ly &S Gﬂ?@mr_]@p aser Frridey Bmer
FVGh 9 LDE F T T &L LD Cat' CL_er erms
ErEETSS Fofld Smser LdpRs  soor
Frdv Qaer@is erorm. LS @ad. Q)5S
A2ICewsrer sefls Hmeser wCersr @bs
G&n‘e&ﬁrq@‘%@‘m@.
erarauent_w gris Goryd sflip.

prige Qewern’ Bd

REOETo® @,

(5w ST LGB LD )
(Mr, Dharmalingam)

O_GUT G LDULT HAUT 2

J. 3¢. ePeC 98D Sca
(e ar. ore. oy gd 10e5am)
(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)

o m&GTell_  mApiQerardy e erereuer
prar. @& erpseilguwrer & pGssaplod.
orarg  SriiQoryf)  FlBp. o sE)C0HTer
siflifle Qm@ Cua@Cpar. eraySemmbEHib

sriiQinl  oerm  @erm  @usSpg-
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“yarar g pLgGs Qurer sremsdTL
Gurer.m 2 [E15(EhE L1 GCrapr  sGwaur
BIT & [5T & Gor Qm@ eaupam upm& Guorfude
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o0 5 515
211 FUTBTUSTTSCor,

el s Son & Qs reir@miLd
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T, @) SLI LT T @HLET D G
B Yo SEREL_LI FIiLAD G QU Gen
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& oSG per erermy [@e uFB] gl

SR LT LD
GT T 1451,
Fnl_Lt i
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o 8T o g
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Bp@ g Qewaid Qowrs penpude
Qps prigCouerar Celdaulders Henr
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Qsrifpervaer Spssiin’ L reo o&@rrin
W& &N APETHT.HI BT T L CLimé @, GCaudsy
g gser Geant_sherper. erere Colawude
@org  Gewi ri gogl  CUTESEes g w
wpopilis Gis wpop yowEps. @ps
apPeow Qg priinlCe erp@Bearm wE
sor Gerupp CaesrBOwerm  prer Sha
HC paeir.

DL FUTBTLST oyeur &Gor, LIeRTLIL &
sl ser eeuGuisrear 1pepuiCe ¢ gpepr
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ehUTG ST  off T el] Tuih Q& &G mpi sair,
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BOTILDILIG S5SNI B G ST
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REVETa® s,
(Ean @iwellmsin)
(Mr. Dharmalingam)
Qs emseroLw Qowerlu GCere
e aparerent] (1. S. F.) Qedwerio,

J. o¢. e®¢C &R Qwn.

(@)L ar. ered. 9L 0@l 5i1)

(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)

Qoss Bl on L wrs Qps  prige
QeveriBu Cereds aparerenfl (1. 8. F.)
Qeiuggrer Cur@ps. o5 o srog
Bo Qssomasu G msafle
GmsslCura s @odn. Y@ Y Hule
RIBLILIGIT &@h& &S STeT BFraT Q5 &l
BCper. gy’ Fuller @ mliLeursEnd@ T
Brweryg @emestley  @rs@b  LIGRTLD
UL &Sl &@H&GHd Qg  prer wmms
Cmer.

@ mipey

8. g DY &md @w. (6BS
2@)

(@ erib. YliHe UTEST DT &EETi—
Cougneudo)

(Mr. M. Abdul Bakeer Markar—Beru-
wala)

Qg pEaser apgde OFlig srl @
&G

J. 9¢. ¢®eC @ED 9.

(@)L & eTe. YLiged Log3g)

(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)

b, g prmser Qadgm sri @Ceurto.
e groearons  @Q5s  prii@  apewshlibador
praser otQs H16 CsrearGanris. Ceaugy wirensr
yw alés Cevenryw oyaufunlady. orera
parui Coamady oiss o e s@ns
&% wu@Cper, @ps priylm aep, ol ()
Qo apovellibsor eurippg Qrenriy. (he
Qi seir ; Gauiser g B0 LT L g
sarser guird Cuemrd sarres Cordas
@PYg-LyiD.  @Ing L) LIGRTLD LIS & Faui &6l
G eary Csifa LD BLD  GY6HT (Mp 5
UBLSHH@L  Licrafrar( Q& 1f) perma
str e smBuw apevels Grrisisefd Bl
H@® B et rs sy Galdauioveor g
’@?U.U.TLH'L’_L._’S@)rE Yrerms o geluler s
Biés qpuguyd. @) sa Clas 7 6ir 60 & 0 L1 5 5 T
Qi  prinle  @omorfu Corsds

apararentl  1QTFrTih Q& 1@ pisiize derair@eis

Bewldm @535 @eFAC®
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—cedm 86 Bwdd
B)&6lsreir
L5
Qlevr & oIl &@HLD
Bl
srinCe  Cadoulovewrs
@py-1/Glneir L S

. 01 @ G 5 67 67 o) 6t 63T (1 &,

511 @15 LD
pri_ig Ceuwerer — GTeer
3) o L

QUL L _LDT &

JBIT 6T

G0 H G IS LG GBT L1 [D DI 1Bl &5 G

19 eor L1 p meuir T &GloT T (1760,
LD

Blewor LG g

& G G @18 d.

b&a

prer @ara@@uwrey ps@unrer 6w s
G (pLoe)  @IhES  (QPY-LIT S 55
gssraisermey HE A opios
pri b5 @ s Cavenr®
wredlmgigsre @Gpprigle Csfu opay
wewd Spirs aeri 50s0ss GCouer

(Bp-

M B

& 19L& & oo FUIoH) &b

Y. e BE yMmsYg Ow. (o
99)

(8@ orer. Qer@e Quir@arGLir—pir
QamraptbLy)

(Mr. N. Denzil Fernando—Negombo)
apesr WWJE-J@GG}JUQ@L}UG}JH:&I%YTé Ca(om e

&6 .

&, OEF. @PeC 98D Y.

(ELs e erev. L1516 1og351)

(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)
CTRIGGREL_ I (LPGT aur m &Gl R
amaraapdy  Csfu  @poombnEs
AMCrrHaseoravew. They are not against
national unity; you are the people
who are against national unity. Now,
of course, my hon. Friends say that
they are for national unity. I ask you,
then why are you, after having
accepted Sinhala only, not studying
Sinhala ? Why can you not study it
even now ?

FOT

Bowdsn DO15NGERDDNSs
(211 FLITBTWUST OQIT&oT )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Is the hon. Member for Negombo
also a Member of the Federal Party ?

J. 9¢. ¢ 08D .

(@) a. erov. 91516 Log3 1)

(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)

Those on our front benches are
not against national unity ; you are
the people who are against it.
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BBowdSn D NGWH
(eu surprusi el ser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Member should not give
ear to these interruptions.

J. &¢. FEE 08D Y.
(@@L a. erev. LI ZI Log) 1 )
(Mr. A. L, Abdul Majeed)

They are intelligent interruptions.
I am always glad to be interrupted
by the hon. Member for Uduvil.

o 1 eurprusransGor, Gas&w G DIGHLD
L2opryCe  aorrGaer@.  wh e
SFSpHIrs s Howl Qurmss weraddGa
ARRLIT 1 Fith
& WDES@HE GG T HLOT ST Seir Bjeva.
You are now oppressing and suppres-
sing the minority Tamils. Why are
you doing that ? We are not doing it.
QppriyCaysrer  Bourareng  sAip
LESERESTS (PSHTPGEND @HT6) orapng

Brer & pBC per, prser

waig &EG\}@@&FGST‘@ ";8@ LIGRTL_IT 7 (5T UL & &

QT AT ST CTETM S prer  Qardeis
CsFuw DL
owow privser  apupwarCasr@®  oflmhya
@G apib.

It was the late Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike who fought for the

Carerer  oflanbRC meir.

minority Tamils and not you.
You cannot deny that fact.
o amUTS  prar &muSCper, erEser

sr® gparer em Fo. s oasSCuerer
GTRNT BGHBTUNE FoITEHmIg L) o5 T
QpprigCe argp@earp apero  Quiflu
Qermser, Smsereur, lipr, apovedlibser,
creCoran  FCargrisear Gurearm e
Coratr@Qiosirpy  eravramrapts oy 9adresuyib
THEEHEE AHEDps. Qs prer QFre
TR @hEs apguirgl. prin SOp wEs
ofler AGCTT G aer g, slip QuoriflE@HLn
HCrr Hserove. 0.5 HudCa
BDmelsrp mfe  a@Lijer HatriiGLire
eriser g &ulans Ao awLiair G ser
Bmrsasssrer GQeElieuriser. D@D, Y6
uGLIL T Bladrs Qareaw® s Q) ps pr

[BITLD 2 B &GT

9 Ca eoror Cs@w epoowsEHl LS
AT & apY-wrsl. yr@we  eur Hserrs
it By @spsrey Cursrs. Cs@u ars
J5IrL_19 GoT

BOGUTIPO[GETS Bl LD 3‘._)61.-'@&;:1.?':__'-_j")a'}?."__:'ijr" BTl

ST T SLOT I G 1N F & 516 BT &,y

1967 gewdedzm 10
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—6edm D6 Bwdd

ul@®  eopgsrogren @is  priyg G
Qletir cmomrm g G FpBrGsms QupL W&

sar IO Fiors e Lppy wCinar gy & @)
elenL_Qu @G per.

oty 42,1

aZISE gAeheT DS Ow. (&)

S5Y ™)
(5l Cegriigy YL (60T B & & &5 T —Gup B
GTECS55)

(Mr. George Abeyagoonasekera—Han-
guranketa)

DG BewlEs DANERRDOL, &
el eIV BedImwdO '
BeA® ¢® gudiw eCamn SEAcd
I wWoTsws me WO ®HI @
DYy snsYetfew gBewdos o &8
D, §¢ g Ced ©IB® @E8m
DY Y BEACD =Venw ©znd g
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Bowlsn DSIBNGDS
(e FUTFTLST Youl &6T)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Order, please!

The Sitting is suspended for half
an hour.

de 8@ &0 ¢MCD MmPmmEwd g BYO®
GEsY @ . 2 © mm@m sIWI®» CE

gseug  2wiey . u. 2 wavlaenr Qe
g suul®, Wem@b 24ribuworslh o).

Sitting accordingly suspended  till

2 p.M. and then resumed.

g9y .

(B aufis)

(Mr. Subasinghe)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, before lunch
I was referring to the magnitude of
capital expenditure that is progres-
sively being undertaken by this
Government. I referred to this parti-
cularly because there is an attempt
on the part of the Government, and
by the propagandists of the Govern-
ment, to give the impression to the
country that the rising magnitude of
capital expenditure undertaken by
the Government is going to make a
very substantial difference, and that
the people can expect great things in
the future. That is why I pointed out
that in referring to these figures we
got to bear in mind a number of
factors which seem to be only too
often forgotten.

Firstly, there is the tremendous
increase in prices of imported capital
goods and in local costs that has been
a feature over the years. Secondly,
under the contract system, for long
yvears it has been the accepted prac-
tice—however much we may try to
check it—martly because of certain
false standards we have accented and
partly deliberatelv to inflate the costs.
A system of inflating costs in the
making up of estimates has become a
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common practice. Thirdly, no Gov-
ernment has yet been able to elimi-
nate the corruption that has crept

into, particularly, the s_pending‘
departments, the construction de-
partments.

Therefore, if we want to get the
best value for each rupee that we
spend, whether it be in capital ex-
penditure or otherwise, there should
be a thorough transformation of the
administrative apparatus. And unless
there is a possibility of harnessing
the best enthusiasm of the people in
the work of government, all these
figures mean nothing and the return
for the money we invest will con-
tinue to remain small. You should
go through the figures over the
years, not only during the period of
this Government but even in the
time of previous governments.

In Ceylon the input-output ratio,
or what I might in simple terms
describe as the return for our money,
has been very low. I think the major
reason for these low returns is the
fact that co-ordination between de-
partments, the attitude and the
response of the people in the admin-
istration, have not been geared to the
real needs of economic development
in this country. That is one of the
biggest tasks we have to face. There-
fore I venture to say that, no matter
how optimistic the Hon. Minister of
Finance may sound to be regarding
the magnitude of capital expendi-
ture, every year that passes we will
see that the results are not worth
the effort we have put in.
The Finance Minister in his Budget
speech says :

“Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is no doubt
that the urgent task before this country
and before any government in this coun-
try is to increase the pace of economic
development, so that it may keep ahead
of the_rate of increase of population.
There is unemployed manpower on the
one hand and unexploited resources on
the other, indicating the need and scope
for greater development activity. The
pace of economic development depends
largely on the rate of investment ”—
'ggmcxéln] REPORT, 25th July 1967: Vol.

, c. 64,
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, substantially
this is correct. Of course I do not
agree with the view that the aim of
economic develcpment by bringing
human and natural resources to-
gether is just to keep ahead of the
growth of population. I think our
aim or our purpose or our objectives
in economic development should be
much wider. It is not only to keep
ahead of the rate of growth of the
population. If that be the only pur-
pose, the only aim, then our economy
would be merely a subsistence eco-
nomy. We on this side of the House
think that economic development
means much more than that. It
means an ever rising standard of
living for the people in the material
sense ; it also means the cultural and
spiritual development of the people.
Therefore, the rate of economic
growth that we have to attain must
be something very much higher than
what we have been able to attain up
to date.

I quite agree with the Hon. Min-
ister of Finance when he says that
there has to be a correct combination
between the natural resources avail-
able to us and the manpower resour-
ces. But I should like to ask the
Hon. Minister—after all, he acts in
an advisory capacity in all matters
concerning economy in respect of
the functions of all departments—in
combining these resources, in the
manner in which this Government
has conducted itself since it came to
power, in harnessing the manpower
resources of this country to produc-
tion and to the contribution to
further development of wealth, can
we by any stretch of imagination
say that it has been done either
rationally, fairly or correctly ?

Many hon. Members of this House
have spoken about the irregular and
irrational manner in which manpower
resources have been utilized. You say
that you want {o improve the effici-
ency of your corporations. You say
that you want to improve the quality
of your administration. You say that
you want to get the best out of your
mnstitutions in the matter of economic
development. But the manner in
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which you recruit officers to your de-
partments, the manner in which you
victimize people although they are
extremely able workers, the manner
in which nepotism is practised by
your Government leaves much to be
desired. It is not only we who are
pointing this out; even Members on
your side are saying the same thing.
Your newspapers are also saying it.

Take, for instance, the recent news
about the resignation of the Chair-
man of the Insurance Corporation.
The same thing happens in many
other places. If the Hon. Minister of
Finance is realiy interested in har-
nessing the manpower and material
resources in the most rational, effi-
cient and economic manner and is
serious about economic development,
he cannot allow this kind of thing to
happen. But, unfortunately, that is
the kind of thing that seems to be on
the ascendancy, while efficiency, fair-
play and justice are brushed aside.
How can any government claim to
be serious about economic develop-
ment whilst allowing that kind of
irregular conduct to prevail in their
departments and institutions ?

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the other day,
in the course of the Debate on the
Throne Speech, I raised a certain
point. The present Government is
laying great emphasis on food pro-
duction. I am not for a moment say-
ing that that is wrong. I only hope
that the attention they pay to agri-
cultural development will be a
balanced one in relation to industrial
and other spheres. In the course of
the Debate on the Throne Speech, I
wanted to know from the Prime Min-
ister whether he really believes that
by 1970 this country will be self-
sufficient. The Hon. Prime Minister
denied that he ever said that, and so
did the Minister of Agriculture and
Food. Now, surely, the Prime Min-
ister cannot say one thing in this
House and another thing elsewhere ?
The other day, addressing some youth
league or election workers in the
Bandaragama constituency he had
said, that by 1970 we expect to be
self-sufficient in rice.
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(Mr. D. B. Welagedera—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Nationalized

Services)

We hope to be.

@& .

(8. au&ns)
(Mr. Subasinghe)

All right, I will come to that. The
other day, in Peradeniya, the Prime
Minister had even gone to the extent
of suggesting that in a few years we
will be in a position to make use of
rice as a foreign exchange earner. Ex-
cellent, if you can do it in a matter of
a few years. Excellent, if you can do
it even in a decade. We are entirely
with you if you can.

I remember the Prime Minister
making a speech on the occasion of
the opening of that new hotel in Hik-
kaduwa a few months ago. He said
that one day tourism will take the
place, as a foreign exchange earner,
of tea. I want 10 know whether the
Prime Minister makes these state-
ments with a due sense of responsi-
bility. If we look at the agricultural
plans of this Government, do we see
any element which makes us accept
his view that in a matter of a few
years, three years, this country can
be self-sufficient in rice ? What is the
element in their programme, what is
the factor that gives us confidence ?—
[Interruption]. Reading his speeches,
it appears to me that the only thing
that they depenqd on for making this
country self-sufficient in rice in a
matter of three years, is this so-
called miracle paddy, H4. H4 seems
to be the only factor that gives them
hope because it is supposed to have
a high yield. Now, the Hon. Minister
of Land says that there is another
variety that gives a still higher yield,
IRR8. They are depending entirely
on this miracle seed paddy to make
this country self-sufficient in rice.
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Ever since 1931, since the introduc-
tion of the Donorghmore Constitu-
tion the responsibility for the deve-
lopment of agriculture has been in
our hands. Actually, the predecessors
of the very people who are deter-
mining policy today were responsible.
Ever since 1931, if you tot up the
capital investment in agriculture in
this country over the years, you will
see that it amounts to a few thousand
million rupees. I have not been able
to work it out. In fact, it should offer
a good field of study for an economist.

We have expended so much on the
development of agriculture. I am not
condemning it. Some magnificent
works of irrigation have been accom-
plished during these years. Large
acreages of land have been
brought under the plough. A large
number of families have been settled
on those new lands, and lands that
were once malaria-stricken have
today become quite healthy areas. I
grant that. There has also been a
certain addition to output of agricul-
tural production. That is also granted.
But one simple question I would
pose before those who are respon-
sible for this policy is: Considering
the amount of investment, can we on
this side of the House, or you, in fair-
ness to the people of this country, be
satisfied with the returns we have
got ? Once again I repeat, that is an
extremely rich field for research that
could be undertaken by an economist.
I hope that will be undertaken by one
of our research scholars in the
university.

My impression from the experience
gathered over the years is that after
nearly 36 years of effort we have only
turned the half-way corner. That
being so, and your policies and your
plans today not being fundamentally
different to those you have been
adopting during the past 36 years,
what is the guarantee, or with what
confidence do you say, that in a matter
of three years this country will be-
come either self-sufficient or nearly
self-sufficient in rice? That is the
question I am posing. All that I can
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see is your miracle rice plus the
appointment of additional Govern-
ment Agents to the provincial kach-
cheris. I shall explain this
fully. Please do not for a
moment think that we are against any
endeavour that you may make to
achieve self-sufficiency in food or in-
crease the yield of paddy. If you can
find a miracle seed paddy do get it
and use it before you make a stafe-
ment or promise the people that you
will be able to make this country
self-sufficient by 1970 and that by
next year you will be able to restore
the cut in the rice ration, and give
that one measure in country rice. 1
think we have every reason to ask
you, please show us how you are
going to do it ?

One of the new elements in the
programme of food production is of
course the alienation of crown land,
the virgin land in Mahiyangana and
certain other areas, to capitalist com-
panies and individuals. I am not
going to deal with that matter now
for I have already dealt with it be-
fore, but I am sure that the other
speakers who will follow me will
deal with it.

The biggest acreage under rice
cultivation in this country is made
up of smallholdings. There are two
types of smallholdings, one in the
colonization schemes and the other
in the purana villages like ours. In
the colonization schemes what is the
situation today ? I am not going
into the haphazard manner in which
the cultivators are selected. In fact,
we have already received complaints
from various quarters in the Uda
Walawe. TFor instance the Hon.
Minister of Land, Irrigation and
Power is packing that place with
people from a certain area. These
complaints are coming to us but I
am not going into them. We have
been very unselective in the select-
tion of allottees. That is one matter.
Secondly, in regard to the lands in
those areas they were really in-
tended to be alienated by the Crown
to tenants, where the State maintains
perpetgal ownership and the culti-
vator is treated only as a tenant in
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perpetuity. In actual practice what
happens ? From the point of view of
the Land Development Ordinance
that relationship is there, but because
of various situations, various reasons,
sometimes maybe due to the ineffi-
ciency of the allottee, or to the grow-
ing indebtedness of the allottee or due
to utter neglect, these lands under the
colonization schemes are for all in-
tents and purposes mortgaged to the
big mudalalis in the towns. In some
cases the allottee has become the
share-cropper. I am sure that many of
the Members of Parliament who come
from these areas will bear me out.

Under these circumstances, how can
you expect the cultivator to take to
modern and efficient methods of culti-
vation ? Corruption has crept in,
irregular transfer of lands takes place
in these schemes sometimes with the
connivance of responsible officers. In
this unsatisfactory state of affairs, in
spite of the fact that the Government
may be prepared to give more loans,
provide more tractors and provide
better seed paddy until that social
and economic foundation is com-
pletely reformed, thoroughly altered
and changed, the return from better
fertilizer, better seed paddy and more
tractors will be the minimum. You
will not be able to get the maximum.
When you think in terms of new agri-
cultural plans for quick self-suffi-
ciency, these are some of the major
factors that need consideration. The
social and economic foundations of
these schemes have to be gone into. I
would request the Hon. Minister of
Land, Irrigation and Power to appoint

a commission, in the same way that
commissions are being appointed in
other fields, to go into the whole ques-
tion of the land alienation policy and
the colonization schemes in this
country. If you want to get the best
out of the land, these colonization
schemes have to be reorganized com-
pletely. It is not for me to suggest
how. It is a matter that experts will
have to go into. This is a matter that
has to be considered fully.
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We appointed one in Gal Oya
under Mr. Farmer.

23@ o Do

(Bap. sufnms)
(Mr. Subasinghe)

I want you to probe every coloni-
zation scheme because it is a major
factor in the development of agri-
culture in our country.

In regard to the purana villages,
see what is happening in the North-
Western Province. It is true that
kachcheris have been provided with
more officers ; it is true that you are
sending down instructions from here
that you are in consultation with the
kachcheri officers and the kachcheri
officers are in consultation with the
D.R. Os. They have regular con-
ferences, meetings, and so on. They
tot up the acreages and say, “ In the
coming year we will be producing so
much paddy”. Those statistics are:
there.

Speaking of statistics, let me tell
you something that happened within
my personal knowledge. In a certain
area, a responsible official of the Co-
operative Department was instructed
by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Food, which is in charge of co-
operatives, to prepare himself to
provide the financial facilities to the
co-operative societies to buy up the
produce of an additional 400 acres of
chillies. These instructions were sent.
The man, a very conscientious offi-
cer, being rather sceptical about the
information the Ministry had receiv-
ed, himself made it a point to go
round the district to ascertain
whether the acreage given was
accurate. He went and questioned
the people in these villages. To his
utter surprise he found that the
cultivators had not cultivatd new
land to any considerable extent
beyond what they had cultivated the
previous year. But the report to the
people at the top was that there
were 400 acres of additional land.
The production would have been
tremendous !

e e
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(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—Agalawatta)

The yields will also be reported in
due course.

@GREe» e

(B, au&ns)

(Mr. Subasinghe)

Why does this happen ? Inexpe-
rienced field officers, very indifferent
to their work, sometimes not even
knowing the area in which they are
working, get on to their bicycles
with some paper write down some
figures from imagination, add them
up, and send them. And you build
your plans and hold out promises to
the people for the future on the
basis of those figures. I am not
saying that that is the general rule,
but what I do maintain is that the
correct machinery has still not been
set up in this country to Ilink
administration with the people who
are actually in the fields cultivating.
You have failed in that.

SV HE BN5Y g D,
(5. OLar@e QuiraanCrr)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

You had also not done that for
nine years.

ij@%oa’.ﬁ ©cs.
(Bm. sufms)
(Mr. Subasinghe)

That is all you have to say. You
are the people who promised us
panaceas. You promised to make this
country a heaven on earth.

AW BC ¥rn5Ye O,
(8@ OLar@e QuireenGr i)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

We will do it.

8380 et
(8w sufns)
(Mr. Subasinghe)

I wish you were capable of pro-
viding a few more catamarans for
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your fisher-folk in Negombo. Since
this Government came into power,
you have restricted credit for the
purchase of outboard motors to your
fishermen. Those engines for which
the fishermen have failed to pay
even one month’s instalment are
being seized today. During the last
Government that never happened.
You had better correct these things
before you speak about agriculture
here.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is the
real probiem now in our villages. It
is true that out of necessity there
has been an attempt by our culti-
vators to cultivate two seasons. But,
if the Hon. Prime Minister dares to
say that the Yala season of 1967 is
going to produce the biggest yield in
this country ever, he is making a
mistake, because I know that the en-
tire N. C. P. lands are dry today. In
the North-Western Province the
Yala crop is already a failure.—
[Interruption]. I know, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, in the Polgahawela area the
land is fertile and there is no water
problem there. There is a perennial
water supply there. I challenge,
when the harvest is collected—
[Interruption]—Sir, what can I do
with this man ?

BOWTES D BNGDBS)
(e-L1 FUTBTWST SeuiSer)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Ignore him.

@@80&3 @¢s.

('@@ a;-u@nhs}
(Mr. Subasinghe)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, when the
harvest is collected we can argue
about the figures.

Today, in spite of cultivation com-
mittees and in spite of the promises
of assistance, I do not see any extra-
ordinary enthusiasm amongst the
cultivators. You may say that we are
prejudiced, but for the Ilast two
months or so I have been going to
different parts of the country trying
to find out the true position. I cer.
tainly would like the people to be


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1377
Buddm ol emgdum, 1967-68

more enthusiastic. The question is
whether all the measures taken and
all the promises that have been
given, have in any way brought
about any extraordinary enthusiasm
for the people to get down to the
field and cultivate.

In many areas, the real problem is
that the holding is so small that it is
not economic to cultivate, with the
result that the cultivator cannot take
to cultivation as a full-time occupa-
tion or gainful occupation. The man
has to work in the adjoining estate or
the adjoining fibre mill or the desie-
cated coconut mill whereby at the
end of the week he can get a wage,
with the result that the man cannot
devote all his attention to agriculture
as a full-time occupation because his
income is inadequate.

The other point is that these lands
are fragments and are uneconomic to
cultivate. There are disputes regard-
ing title ; undivided shares provide no
security ; as a result of disputed
ownership many acres remain un-
cultivated. There are various other
problems like that, of a social and
economic character, which this
Government, and I would say other
governments have not touched.

Here are the people who have been
in charge of this business for so many
years since 1956. What has my
Friend, the Hon. Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power, done to correct
these shortcomings in the villages ?
Unless you provide the -cultivator
with an economic holding in the
purana villages, unless you give secu-
rity of title, no matter how much
money and no matter how much
fertilizer you may pump into it, you
will not get the best results. These

are the elementary things you must
attend to first.

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I must
say something about credit facilities.
You have now introduced this
scheme to extend credit from the
bank through co-operative societies
to the farmer. Can this be done ? I
know, in our own area, after giving
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due notice and after asking the culti-
vators who desire these loans, at the
end of two weeks we found only 100
applicants. Why ? It is not because
the people are not in need of credit
but because they dare not take these
loans at this exorbitant rate of in-
terest of 12 per cent., specially with
the uncertainty of the weather and
the uncertainty of harvests they dare
not enter into agreements to pay back
a loan at 12 per cent.

You are asking the co-operative
societies to guarantee these loans.
But what are the co-operative socie-
ties that have the strength to under-
take a responsibility like this? You
have mulcted the co-operative socie-
ties since you came into power. What
have you done ? You have restricted
the import of subsidiary foodstuifs.
That may be inevitable or inescap-
able or that may not be so but, how-
ever, of the limited supplies of im-
ported subsidiary foodstuffs you are
handing over a part of it to the pri-
vate sector, and only a part of it is
allowed to be handled by the co-
operative sector They can make no
profits on rice.

Many of these co-operative socie-
ties do not get the payment you pro-
mised as handling charges for this
free measure of rice. Their turnover
has declined. Why ? What turnover
can be there when you are distribut-
ing a few ounces of chillies and a few
ounces of dhal each month ? So,
naturally the turnover has declined.

Therefore there is no margin of pro-
fit today.

Some of the co-operative societies,
small as they are, are unable to pay
their regular employees. Having
mulcted the co-operative societies you
call upon them to undertake a heavy
responsibility to underwrite loans at
12 per cent granted by th= banks
Originally when you made this sug-
gestion to the co-operative societies
you never told them that they would
have to underwrite. Here is a form :

“8x» 210 = ¢dummed
cdemnzy Ow & EENEHD® G et

cemmsy D6 ¢ g8 Bood® Bee®sF WS 24
B8O ACw €cd.”

o
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That is, a co-operative society has
to give a guarantee to the bank that
in the event of the borrower not re-
paying this loan within 270 days the
bank is entitled to recover it from
the funds of the co-operative society.
Can this be implemented ?

That is why we say that on top of
the various social and economic fac-
tors that prevail in the way of frag-
mented holdings, insecurity of title
and things like that, this is not going
to help you to increase food produc-
tion in this country.

Certainly over the years there has
been a natural increase. Unlike 25
years ago people have taken to new
methods of cultivation. That is true,
and there is a natural increase that is
taking place. But to achieve your
aim the methods and practices you
are adopting are inadequate. That is
why we are firmly convinced that you
will never succeed in your aim.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do not pro-
prose to take much time. If you look
at the economy of the country today
the situation seems to be somewhat
like this. You have put a brake on
the State-controlled economy that
was coming into existence under the
previous governments since (956.
You have opened the doors wide to
the private sector to exploit the coun-
try as they wish. You have brought
about a halt in the expansion of the
State sector in industries. Step by
step you have taken measures to curb
the activities of the co-operative
societies and weaken them. While
handing over a good part of the trade
which was originally handled by the
co-operative societies to the private
traders, you have opened the doors
wide to foreign capital, if it does flow
in, to enter into alliance with domes-
tic capital, with indigenous capital,
which can in the long run be
dangerous from the point of view of
safeguarding our national interests,
and you are hoping that thereby you
will be able to develop the economy

fast enough to meet the needs of the
people.
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We have no confidence in your pro-
gramme. We say that you will end
up in failure. That is why we can-
not accept any of the Budget propo-
sals placed before us, within the
framework of the picture that I have
outlined.

No matter how hard the Minister
of Finance may try to give more life
to the economy of the country, in-
crease output and raise the living
standards of the people, from year to
year our economic difficulties will
mount. We have not the slightest
doubt about that. It is true, no mat-
ter what government comes into
power, we have hard times ahead.
We recognize that. Even if we come
into power we will have hard times
ahead, but, Sir, to face hard times
the people must have the confidence
that if they must of necessity carry
burdens, those burdens would be
spread amongst all people in a man-
ner in which they can carry them.
What this Government has done is
to put the burdens on the common
man, all the time all the way, and
give relief to the privileged. It can-
not arouse the enthusiasm of the
people. It has no right to call upon
the people to bear further burdens
in the way of restricted consumption,
and so on, as long as it does not put
the burdens on the people who can
carry them.

The Hon. Minister of Finance, I
think, tried to deceive the country in
one of his financial proposals in 1965.
Amidst the fanfare and trumpets he
said, “In order to give relief to the
downtrodden consumers who have
been mulcted by the Sirimavo Ban-
daranaike Government I am reducing
the import duties on certain essential
goods to the tune of Rs. 18 million. ”
This was played up—Rs. 18 million
reduction on import duty! If you
spread it among the ten million
people in this country it would work
out to something like Re. 1.60 per
person per year ; but even that bene-
fit they did not receive because, since
1965, prices have shot up threefold or
fourfold. This year, what has the
Finance Minister done ? He has not
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got the courage to tell the people:
Look, there was a reduction of im-
port duties in 1965. I have to re-
impose those duties in order to
balance my Budget. No, he is not re-
imposing those import duties. He
now says, “I am increasing the im-
porit licence fee by 9 per cent. from
1 per cent on 10 per cent. What does
it mean ? Who has to bear this ? It
is the consumer. This is the kind of
economic—what shall I call it, gerry-
mandering ?—deception they resort
to, and how can we agree to budget
proposals of this nature ?

No, Mr. Deputy Speaker, if you
want to arouse the enthusiasm of the
people, if you want the people to co-
operate, the people must feel that
hardships are borne by the people
who can carry them, that whatever
measures you are proposing are in
the interests of the people and not
for the benefit of the narrow vested
interests in this country.

I do not think this Government is
capable of doing that. It is only a
different type of Government that
will do it, and we cannot accept the
budget proposals of the Minister of
Finance.

g. to. 2.38

ab 8 8. ¢ 8D

(Qaerrey &, 9. n Povaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The hon. Member for Katugampola
(Mr. Subasinghe) asked us whether
we have any other variety of paddy
except H4 which could increase the
yield of paddy in this country. No
doubt, H4 is a wonder paddy, but in
other parts of the world they have
found a paddy called IRRS8, a miracle
paddy from the Philippines, which
has completely changed the com-
plexion of paddy production in that
country. I am glad to inform the
House that the Ford Foundation and
the Rockefeller Foundation have
agreed to help this Government to
conduct research in order to further
improve the yield of paddy.
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There is in our villages today a
great awareness among the people
that they can obtain an increased out-
put from their lands. That is a fact
and that is what the people over
there feel. I do not know what
caused that; it may be due to the
greater incentives offered by the
Ministry of Agriculture. Today,
there is a great awareness among the
farmers to increase producticn and
to get the most out of their lands.
That is what you observe when you
go into the country.

The hon. Member spoke of the
necessity to appoint a Royal Commis-
sion to go into the question of how
colonization schemes have been set
up. At present there is a committee
going into this whole question head-
ed by Mr. B. H. Farmer, along with
Mr. D. S. de Silva, former Auditor-
General, Mr. T. P. Munasinghe, for-
mer D. P. W,, Dr. Uswatte Aratchchi,
and Mr. S. Arumugam, Engineer.,
They have been at it for about an
year now and I do not know when
they will issue their report.

Pl Y. OO, evedd (wSwsy
6N A)

(sor 5l ercr. orib. QuCTrr—uw g
w:r;é@(aﬂr&smr_)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)
Doing what ?

o 8. 8. c 8¢
(Ozerren &, (7. 19 Avaurr )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

They are doing an evaluation of
the Gal Oya Scheme ; it would give
us a fair picture of the whole scheme,

When I was at the Gal Oya Scheme
sometime back I saw a part of the
colony, the tracts where the local
people were settled at the very start.
That is the area which is most de-
pressed. I suggested to the Chair-
man of the Board to get an economist
to study and examine the situation in
these particular tracts and find out
why they are so depressed in com-
parison to the rest of the colonies,
They are the native inhabitants who
were settled in these tracts. This
auestion is being studied by a team


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1383
Smdm w»s emYPum, 1967-68
[ab 8 8. ¢ 8¢ ]
of people irom the University of Cey-
lon. Some of these Veddahs live in
the lavatories. They close the pit in
the lavatories and live in them. Some
of these people are as bad as that.

It is quite true that, as the hon.
Member stated, they preier to get
loans from the traders and to culti-
vate the land for them. They do not
have the initiative to own land. In
fact, I was told that a team qf
psychiatrists was examining this
question to find out what was wrong
with the farmers in that particular
tract of land.

e Y. 8. cwedd
(seur 5% Grer, erLb. QuGrmrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

There was a recent report in the
newspapers regarding the unsatis-
factory nature of the people chosen
for the Gal Oya Scheme. Can you
make that report available to us ?

aé 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Qsarre (i 9. FHovar )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It was a newspaper report. I do
not have a report.

@peh Y. 8. csedbh
(soorf S erer, erid: QuGTTmT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Have you got that report in the
department ?

oG & 8. ¢ BCE
(Quorrar &, 19. 19 Gvaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I saw the report in the newspaper.
That is what somebody has said.

Earlier, selections had been done
on ithe basis of the numbear of children
that a family had. It was done about
five years ago, but now they have
found that, in fact, it has gone against
the working of the colony. When you
allot three acres of land to a family
with seven or eight children, in
course of time these children get
married—these people marry very
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young and produce many children—
and settle down in the same allot-
ment. Thus before the land is
developed there would be about two
or three families living in the same
allotment and hence it is not possible
to have any savings. An allotment
consisting of three acres cannot
provide for so many families and that
is one of the reasons why they
cannot have any savings. These are
facts that you observe when you
visit these places. Now the system is
different. A Planning Committee has
been appointed to study the units of
paddy colonization schemes. A unit
was originally five acres but it was
reduced to three acres subsequently,
and in 1963 it has been further
reduced to two acres in order to meet
the large number of applications for
land. But we feel now that the
holding is not large enough and that
it does not give the man enough
income to enable him to save any
money to invest elsewhere or even
improve his standard of living.

The Government has now ap-
pointed a Planning Committee to
examine the problem and see what
optimum unit of land should now

be given in colonization schemes.
That has been done 1in order
to arrive at a reasonable wunit

of land to be given to colonists in the
Uda Walawe Scheme. We will be
alienating land in that scheme next
year. The question that is being
examined is whether each family
should be given the unit of 2 acres
which was fixed in 1963 or whether
a variation should be made.

But as long as we select colonists
with very large families, whatever
the unit of land is, in a few years’
time the situation will arise when
that unit will be unable to maintain
the colonist’s family and the families
of his children who have married.
That is the biggest difficulty we are
having in every colonization scheme.

As a result of this, the man gets
into debt and no amount of credit
will pull him out of his difficulties
because the land cannot maintain the
families of himself and his married
children.
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Undoubtedly all over the country
the Government is conducting an
intensive campaign in order that
the people may use all the facilities
that are provided by the Govern-

ment, and produce more and more
food—

$HDeh Y. 8. cueld
(soorplG erar. erd. QuGraor)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

How long has it taken for you to
discover this ?

oY, 3. Sy e V. (gH5RHS)

(Bm. Cs. 19. T & @)ILIS S— 9 @I TIT GLYTLh)
(Mr. K. B. Ratnayake—Anuradhapura)

After joining the National Govern-
ment !

a& 8. 8. ¢ &ED
(Qaorras &, (F. gy Roveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It is so today.

eCH E 92 . (e0mded)

(8@  GQeovewel
S P)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)

After nearly ten years of being
Minister in charge.

(& QUIT 5 T—LIIT GWT 5

¢ cwmBGn 88V .

(8- 19 Qariier & four g )
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Under the National Government
you produce more children.—
{Interruption.]

a& 8. 8 ¢ B
(Oszerres &, (3. 9. Gevarr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That much I say in reply to the
questions raised by the hon. Member
for Katugampola.

Now, a few comments in regard to
the Budget presented by the Hon.
Minister of Finance. This Budget has
been designed to meet the plans of
the Government for the third year,
namely, the coming year.
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At the same time I must say that
it will be severely affected by the
growing fall in our export earnings.
Last year it was Rs. 240 million and
it is still falling. That, however, is
not due to the fault of the Minister
or the Government. It is not their
fault that the foreign earnings have
gone down and prices gone up.

That is the reason why the Hon.
Minister of State said that the
Foreign Exchange Budget is of the
greatest importance. In respect of the
third year’s planning, the Foreign
Exchange Budget says that there
must be a deliberate curb on the
import of goods which can be pro-
duced locally and an encouragement
to produce goods such as rice and
and other subsidiary foodstuffs.

It is on that basis that the planning
and policies of the Ministries con-
cerned have been designed, namely,
to increase the production of food
that can be produced in the country ;
for instance, rice and currystuffs.
Even the ban placed on the import
of potatoes is in furtherance of this
policy, so that substitutes for pota-
toes itself can be grown to a greater
extent in Ceylon. The shooting up of
prices will be only temporary. With
more production, prices will come
down. That is the normal law of
economics.

Now, a word about the production
of paddy. At the end of 1964 the
distribution of paddy fields in
Ceylon was : under major irrigation
schemes, 516,361 acres: under minor
irrigation schemes, 424,464 acres ;
rain fed, 644,373 acres ; making a
total of 1,585,198 acres. It will be
interesting to note that 940,825 acres
of paddy fields are watered by irri-
gation schemes.

We have increased what are called
“in-puts ” like seed paddy, fertilizer,
co-operative credit, agro-chemicals
and so on. All that will become
meaningful only if water is assured
for the paddy fields.

Therefore the Cabinet has decided
that the maintenance of irrigation
systems and the issue of water by
major irrigation schemes should now
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be in the hands of the Department
or Irrigation and that function should
not be divided between the Depart-
ment of Agrarian Services and the
Department of Irrigation, because the
highest degree of paddy production
can come from major irrigation
schemes where the water supply is
assured. We know that in the last 10
or 12 years the annual yield of
paddy from major irrigation schemes
was about twice or more than twice
the yield, the average annual yield.—
[Interruption].

@B Y. 8. cwedd

(‘55@}:{1757,&3 GTET, GTLD- QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Where ? How do you get this
figure ?

ad 8. 8. ¢ &

(Qzorrar &, G- 1. Soveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Department of Statistics—

aed duY. 8. cueds

(ser Bl & ere. erip. QuGrmm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What is the basis on which they
calculated ?

ab 8. 8 ¢ BCD
{Ozerray & 19 15 @aveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Sample crop cuttings from sample
areas. These are figures supplied by
the Department of Agriculture and
the Department of Statistics. In the
Polonnaruwa District the Yala and
the Maha are always sown, and the
total yield per annum is definitely
more than that in fields where only
one crop is sown.

ccemdnB dd. I IO
(gmd.edes)
(Qr&Lir  erew. ar- ofil & Lo BN — 95 &

pawon)
(Br. S. A: Wickremasinghe—Akuressa)
Can you not give the figures ?
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od 8. 8. ¢ BT
(Quorreu &. (G- 13- Hloveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I have not got them with me now.
They are available in printed form
in the reports of the Department of

Agriculture.

The major schemes with their
assured water supply give a higher
yield per acre than the rain-fed fields
or fields where one crop is grown,
and the Government is paying greater
attention to the major schemes.

We have now found the irrigation
dificulties of the farmers. Even in the
time of Mr. D. S. Senanayake when
he went to a colony the farmers came
to him with their irrigation difficulties

In order to set right these difficul-
ties, I got the Deputy Director of Irri-
gation to go to the fields and find out
for himself the irrigation difficulties
and solve them once and for all. At
the same time cultivation committees
were asked to prepare a list of irriga-
tion difficulties channel by channel so
that the officials can tackle them one
by one.

Investigations have shown that
irrigation difficulties arise from the
following causes. One is faulty levels.
Another is late sowing of fields by
farmers. When fields are sown late
there is no closed season between the
two seasons for the Irrigation Depart-
ment to clean the channels regularly.
So pests and disease go from one crop
to another. Another difficulty is that
four-month paddy is sown for the
Yala season instead of three-month
paddy as required by the rules. Then
there is illegal tapping of water by
illicit cultivators out of the head of a
channel. The legitimate cultivator
lower down the channel is deprived
of the water supply. That is happen-
ing all over, and that is one of the
difficulties that are encountered.
When the cultivators experience
these  difficulties, they  break
the structures, break the bunds,
and steal the water. People at
the end of the channel do not
get the water that they should get.
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We are finding ways and means of
stopping this by the enforcement of
the 1rrigation rules. We intend seeing
to it that the farmers are able to sow
their seed before the last date they
have fixed for sowing, and that they
have the kind of paddy that should
be sown. If we see that the cultiva-
tion is done at the correct time, that
the harvesting is over at the correct
time, and that there is a closed season,
the Irrigation Department and the
farmers can themselves clean up the
channels. This cleaning of channels
and desilting can be given to cultiva-
tion committees on arranged terms
instead of doing it with departmental
labour. We think that is a better way
of doing it. The colonists themselves
would be more interested in the work
than the contractors, and a stricter
enforcement of the rules can be en-
sured by the cultivation committees
and the farmers themselves.

Of course, they have also found a
technical device for an increase of
water supply to the colonists where-
by water can be reused. Water that
has already been used can be tapped
at a lower point and used by a
drainage line to irrigate the fields
below.

According to the five-year plan of
the Irrigation Department, the target
fixed for 1966-67 was 13,990 acres and
for 1967-68 12,564 acres under major
schemes. Under medium schemes
7,212 acres were to be cultivated in
1966-67 and 9,01i acres in 1967-68.
Under village works, the extent of
land to be cultivated in 1966-67 was
5,476 and 8,755 acres in 1967-68. Under
drainage and reclamation, the extent
of land to be served was 3,000 acres
in 1966-67 and 5,200 acres in 1967-68.
Lift irrigation was to serve 3,600 acres
in 1966-67, and 5,000 acres in 1967-68.
In all, for the year 1966-67, the total
number of acres to be served
was 31,678 and for the year 1967-68,
the total figure aimed at is 40,530
acres.

I am glad to say that the Irrigation
Department for the year 1966-67
reached a target of 37,186 acres ins-
tead of 31,678 which is 600 acres in
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excess of the original target. This
achievement was possible in spite of
the fact that the department had not
got any new machinery since 1958.
The newest machinery owned by the
Irrigation Department was that ob-
tained in 1958 to repair the damage
done to tanks by the 1957 floods. That
was second-hand machinery obtained
from Okinawa which was overhauled
and, sent to us.

Sy 5D Dea.
(8 rE@uss)
(Mr. Ratnayake)

You were Minister of Lands even
then.

o& &8 8 ¢ G

(Qaorreas &. (F. 9. Aoveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It was the question of money.

Sy 5N Scs.
(8 roeusEs)
(Mr. Ratnayake)

Why could you not get the money
from the Cabinet ?

o 8. 8 ¢ BC

(Qawerrar &. (F. 9. Hovaur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Funds were not available.

I am not blaming anybody. That
is the latest machinery the depart-
ment has. I am not trying to find
fault with anybody. The newest
machinery the department has was
obtained in 1958. The WMinister
cannot find the foreign exchange.
Even the machinery obtained in 1958
was on a U. S. loan.

ol Y. D8, esedd
(seor Bl & erer. erib. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is what they are giving us
now also, I suppose.

a& 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Qzerrar &. 19. 19 Koveur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We have got equipment to the

value of Rs. 5 million from the
United States of America. It has just
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arrived. I have seen
have seen them from the outside. I
do not know what Is inside.—
[Interruption.] Then, we got Rs. 7
million commercial credit, and Bs.d
million free exchange. The Govern-
ment has allocated Rs. 19 million for
more machinery for the Irrigation
department. In addition, there are a
number of private companies and
people who own tractors. They do
work on contract for the Irrigation
Department.

the machines. I

¢ cenBu BBVIEND .
(@@ 19 Qeriigr @Aperser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Their charges are very high.

ob 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Caorras &. G- 19 Sovar)
(The Hou. C. P. de Silva)

The Government has released two
or three million rupees to buy new
machinery for them too. Their
charges may be high because spares
are not obtainable and repair rates
are high.

When the department gets new
machinery it will then be possible to
increase the output this year and the
next year. The targets fixed for this
year were based on the old
machinery.

The attention paid to the minor
works has been very considerable
this year compared to the previous
years. The department itself has
undertaken about double the work
that was done previously.

When the new machinery comes we
will establish mechanized units in
Mahakanadarawa and Kekirawa in
the Anuradhapura District, Vavu-
niya, Moneragala, Maha-oya, Gal-
gamuwa and Nikaweratiya ; they will
attend to repairs to machinery. The
minor schemes will be operated
mostly with the new machines. The
minor irrigation schemes, that is, the
village works are more satisfying to
the people. The farmers in the
different localities derive more
penefits from those schemes.
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Another important point is this.
Normally the village farmers live in
their own villages ; they cut down the
jungles and develop the land much
faster than colonists in colonies
where the infrastructure has to be
built before the paddy fields are
asweddumized, which takes time.

In 1966-67 we undertook 271 minor
irrigation works to irrigate 27,039
acres. In our plans for the next
financial year, according fo the
D. A. C. lists, there are 870 more
tanks which are almost ready for
construction : they will receive prio-
rity. Their construction will depend,
however, on the availability of
machines. I, for one, would see that
more attention is paid to these 271
tanks which are on the construction
list than to the other 870 tanks the
construction of which is being held
up for lack of equipment and con-
tractors to undertake it.

As I said earlier, faster production
of paddy is obtained from the village
schemes. But there is one difficulty.
No Government can undertake to res-
tore tanks as fast as putting up a
building. We have a certain proce-
dure and a plan which have to be
followed. As I szid, we have on the
construction list 271 minor works irri-
gating a total area of 27,039 acres and
in addition there are 870 more minor
irrigation works on the D. A. C. prio-
rity lists and a considerable number
of them will get to the construction
stage in 1967-68. Those will be taken
up for construction by the Govern-
ment mechanized units and also by
the private contractors. Now, Sir, if
we are asked to construct a tank
during a weekend or on a Poya holi-
day by way of shramadana as one
would weed a paddy field or build a

hut, I say it is not possible. Nobody
can do that. We have enough village
works on our lists to keep us occu-
pied for two or three years and the
completion of those works will meet
the normal needs of the people.

With regard to drainase works,
5,736 acres of marshy land were

drained in south-west areas in 1966
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mainly in valleys of the Bentara-
ganga, Madu-ganga and Madampe-
ganga. In the new Budget we have
provided a large sum of money for
the reclamation of marshy areas. I
want to say this. These drainage
schemes are rather expensive. It is
not a question of just cutting a canal
and pumping the water out. You have
to pump the water out to the sea. In
Panadura we are going to have a
groyne at the mouth of the Panadura-
ganga to let the water in the area
out to the sea. The civil engineer-
ing structure will cost Rs. 33 million.
There is another one at Hikkaduwa
in order to get the water out of the
Hikkaduwa-ganga. That would cost
about Rs. 3 million. There is another
one at Tangalle to let the water out
of the Tangalle river to the sea and
it will cost Rs. 3 million. We have
built one close to your area, in the
electorate of Mr. Speaker, which is a
cheaper one cesting about Rs. 23
million. We have to build the
groynes to let the water out to the
sea, build the sand bar and also cut
the drains in the interior and build
the structure to let the water out.
I need not worry you with the various
drainage schemes provided for in the
current Budget. I shall not worry
you with the list.

In regard to subsidiary crops, we
have found that onions grow best on
well-drained loamy soil, and these
lands are mostly found in the North-
ern Province. We have restored two
tanks—Muthuaiyan Kaddukulam and
Visuwamadukulam—in the Northern
Province for the purpose of growing
chillies and onions under irrigation
schemes. Visuwamadukulam will
serve 1,200 acres and Muthuaiyan
Kaddukulam 3,000 acres, for growing
chillies and onions. One advantage
here is that the people we recruit for
these schemes from the Jaffna Dis-
trict are men who are experienced in
cultivating these crops and therefore
with good land, experienced labour
and with an assured water supply I
feel we should produce these crops.

Last vear we gave some land to the
educated unemployed in Jaffna. They
were mostly S. S. C. qualified youths
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and they were helped by their
parents in both these schemes. But
there is one difficulty. These lands
are covered with vast jungles and
heavy forests and it is rather difficult
to clear the jungles. We have now
altered the scheme slightly. We now
give these people a loan through the
co-operative society of Rs. 500 per
acre to get the land bull-dozed to
start the cultivation. That is being
done now in advance so that when
the man is given the land, he is also
given a loan for the land to be bull-
dozed by a private company who have
been given the machinery. The land
is thus prepared before he settles on
it, and we hope to have this year a
better producticn of these crops in
those two schemes.

We give 3 acres of irrigable land
per person, of which one acre is for
a house and for cultivation of perma-
nent crops, and trees like the mango
and the orange. The other two acres
are for planting rotational crops like
chillies, onions, pulses and so on. We
are working these two schemes
where, as I said, the land is well-
drained and loamy, and the work
force is used to that type of cultiva-
tion. We shall be doing similar
schemes very soon under Uda
Walawe in the Hambantota area, be-
cause behind the Hambantota Town
we have come across similar soil well-
drained and locamy which can be
cultivated more profitably with
chillies and onions than with rice.
The income per acre with chillies and
onions would be much more than
with rice.

ceDemdnh . . O
(Qur&L i eron. e, HETRian)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

You had given marginal land in
1964.

as & 8 ¢ BFD:
(Qaerre &. 1F- 19 Hveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I have taken over that land. That
was a mistake of the Government
Agent. 1 know the point the hon.
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Member mentioned. That was the
mistake of the Government Agent of
the area who did not know the boun-
daries of the land, and I stopped the
alienation. I took over all the land.
We compensated the man who had
cleared the land. Anybody who
cleared the marginal land was paid
the cost of clearing the land. That
area is very good for growing cotton
too.

With regard to Uda Walawe, I
think we will be able to complete the
tank by the end of September. Both
ends of the bund have been built and
we are now working on the last
stages of the river process. The
river process will cost Rs. 33 lakhs.
We plan to complete it by the end of
September. We have to do this work
with the machines that are available
to the R. V. D. B. and the Irrigation
Department.

But one thing has happened:
Normal monsoonal rains have failed
this season. We should have had
plenty of rain. The reservoirs of the
Hydro-Electric Scheme at Norton and
Castlereagh are almost empty. Rains
are late there. That is what I am
worried about. If the monsoonal
rains come late in the hills there
would be floods in this area. There
we have floods either towards the
end of the south-west monsoon or at
the beginning of the next monsoon.
There is a prospect this year of having
heavy floods in the Walawe-ganga
area in a very short time, in early
September. We are preparing for
something which normally would not
have occurred but which can be
expected when the south-west mon-
soon fails in the early part of the
season. If there is heavy rain the
river gets flooded. We do not want
to take a risk. I am sending the
heavy machinery of the Irrigation
Department to Uda-Walawe. We
shall complete the river process by
the end of August or the beginning
of September. We did not expect the
south-west monsoon to change as it
did this year. We thought the total
gquantum of rainfall that comes with
the south-west monsoon would spill
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over the bund. We will make every
attempt to complete the work or at
least to complete the work of earth-
filling over a certain safe level by the
end of August or September.

If something unfortunate happens
there, it will pe dangerous not only
to the people there but also to the
people living as far away as Amba-
lantota, along the river. The hon.
Member for Anuradhapura will be
interested to know that the day
before yesterday I ordered the Irriga-
tion Department to move the heavy
machinery down to Uda-Walawe
from the North-Western Province at
once—two machines from the Nach-
chaduwa Tank and four machines
from the Kanadulla Tank—because
of the possibility of the south-west
monsoon rains coming by September
and causing major floods in the
Walawe-ganga area.

The total extent of land available
under Uda-Walawe Scheme is 35,000
acres suitable for paddy, and 15,000
acres suitable for cotton and substi-
tute crops ; and we are now planning
out rotational crops for this 50,000
acres. 21,000 acres of this land are

ideal for sugar cane and about 5,000
acres for fruits.

As for colonization, we have not
yvet brought colonists to Walawe from
any part of Ceylon. In fact we have
called for applications from many
districts. I was told that the total
number of applications received from
the Hambantota District is 30,000 ;
the number received from Matara is
about the same; about 5,000 have
been received from Galle ; 2,000 from
the Colombo District and about 10,000
from the Sabaragamuwa District. Of
course there are a large number of
squatters most of whom are from the
Hambantota District. I should like to
mention that the squatters have done
one good thing : they have felled all
the trees and done chena cultivation,
and now we find there are no trees
to be felled. Even the stumps have
been pulled out in the process of
chena cultivation. What thevy culti-
vate T do not know. I understand
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that a good amount of ganja has been
cultivated. But they have done one
good thing,

Gl @ SnY @8, ¢ BT
(sorflg Qareoeler oyi. 1y Hoer)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Ganja is the best economic crop in
the country !

o & ¢d. BB
(Qaeorres Cop. opi. eqweursar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We can export it to America !

a&h 8 8 ¢ 8
(Qaorrey &. (G- 19. @eveurr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The one good thing that has come
out of this is that the jungle has been
cleared and this has helped to speed
up land development. I have asked
the Board to do its best to complete
the asweddumisation of the 60,000
acres of irrigable land under Walawe
by 1969. If all the bulldozers now
working on the tank bund are moved
out for jungle clearing, we can de it
very fast. We want to ultimately
extend the irrigable land to 100,000
acres. Of the 60,000 acres, 30,000 to
35,000 acres are old land, irrigable by
anicut, both on the right bank and
the left bank.

Cedemiwd . &, BB
(Qr&L i eron. ar, cflErwran)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I hope you will not repeat what was
done at Gal Oya.

& 8. 8 ¢ 8
(Qserres &. (9. 19 Qveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

_There are no trees now at Walawe.
I intend to open up all the land with
the help of machinery, as was done
at Gal Oya and bring it into produc-
tion soon.

Now, let us assume that all the land
is cultivated with paddy. During the
two seasons we can expect 100
bushels of paddy per acre—50 bushels
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for Maha and 50 bushels for Yala.
This will be equal to 1% tons of rice
per acre per year. If the development
is done fast we can get this return
almost at once. One and a half tons
of rice at £ 49 for a ton is a big
amount in foreign exchange. In a
couple of years we may be able to
meet the entire cost of the scheme in
hard currency.

With the help of the bulldozer we
can develop the land fast. The farmer
will find that he can cultivate the
land better and immediately he goes
there. It is a social factor and an eco-
nomic factor. I think the late Mr. D. S.
Senanayake was right when he
ordered the land to be developed with
machinery. The fault lay in the way
the job was carried out. The speed
with which we get the land developed
and into production will afford a
satisfaction to the peasants who go
there. The land will be cleared with
the bulldozer, and I have instructed
the officials to keep at least a few
trees standing on every acre of land
if the trees are there. Most of the
trees have been felled a long time
ago.

GeRemdnh . &F. 3HOBoxn
(Or&i_i erew. ar. dflGrfman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

For God’s sake go slow and save the
soil, unlike in Gal Oya.

ad 8 & ¢ 8>
(Qserorey &. (F- 13- Hevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Gal Oya tank is not yet filled
up with silt. I remember the hon.
Member for Akuressa referring to
this even before. Hardly any silting
has taken place at Gal Oya.

cePcmnden . I. OB
(OLr&Li erow. ar. eflg&rinAman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I will tell you the story. The whole
catchment area will be devoid of
people.
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(Qaorreas &. 15- 19 Revaur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I shall make use of all the mistakes
that the Government and the officials
have done at Gal Oya in developing
Walawe.—[Interruption]|. I am not
trying to disprove any theory. This is
a3 matter which has been spoken
about in this House. I have heard
about soil erosion many times before.

Bewlds DHNGRDNEH

(o4 FLITBTLIGT Ul GGTT )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

You will hear it again today.

b B 8 ¢ BCD
(Qaerra F. 1S 19. Heveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I can give this assurance. We will
avoid all the mistakes that have
been made in the past and make use
of all the advice that have been
given. I will make it a special point
to consult the hon. Member for
Akuressa to develop the land. Just
as he is anxious that we do not
make mistakes, I am also anxious to
see that every effort is made to

prevent erosion and to see that
Walawe does not become a
wilderness.

We are building another major re-
servoir in the Maskeli-oya valley. We
are building a dam, and the water
will lge utilized to give us hydro-
electric power. That is being built
by Yugoslav engineers with a loan
from the Yugoslav Government. The
machinery is Canadian. According to
the reports I have had, the Yugoslav
engineers are ahead of schedule in
the building of the dam, the tunnel
and the power-house. I am sure we
shall be able to get power from this
plant at the expected time, that is,
somewhere towards the end of 1969.
Th(? fupction of the Ministry of Land
Irrigation and Power is to providé
water for irrigating fields and power
to run the industries.

IoThe terms for building the id
Ihne to Jaffna have now }:;geen set‘cigztl.
We have obtained commercial, credit
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for building the whole of the grid
line. When that is done, we would
have advanced very far. Even now,
in the Southern Province, power is
being supplied from the main grid
line. It has gone up to Galle, and
from there a line has gone to Matara,
Tangalla, Deniyaya and Ambalan-
goda. The mopping up operations are
in progress Now. The distribution of
current to towns 1is being under-

taken.

The plan for the rural electrifica-
tion of 500 villages financed by the
R. E. & R. F. is now with the Cabinet
and will be presented to this House
very soon. It is hoped to take 630
villages into the scheme. That will be
expedited with the construction of
the grid line.

There are two other matters I wish
to refer to. The first is the question
of encroachments. All the govern-
ment agents have gone into the
question of encroachments. I have a
statement here. I do not want to read
the whole statement ; I only want to
give the total number of encroach-
ments. According to the government
agents, the figure is 130,359. This
figure excludes the encroachments in
the city of Colombo. The number of
encroachments in rural areas alone is
130,359 occupying 208,657 acres of
land. Of these, we have now regu-
larized 42,292 encroachments cover-
ing 65,000 acres of land. 'The
heaviest encroachments are in the
Kurunegala District, 25,596 ; Anura-
dhapura 20,086 ; Hambantota 9,230 ;
Kalutara 11,189 ; Polonnaruwa 6,000 ;
and Badulla 4,000. It has been a very
difficult task to get these encroachers
out of the lands. Therefore we have
appointed land officers. Normally, the
D. R. O. goes into the matter of en-
croachments and reports to the gov-
ernment agent, who does the regula-
rizing. To cut short the work we have
now appointed the D.R.Os as land
officers to do this work. A total of
98 D. R. Os have been so appointed.
The break-up of the number of
D. R. Os who will do this work is as
follows : Colombo 3, Kalu-
tara 4, Kandy 11, Matale nil,
Nuwara Eliya 4, Galle 7, Matara
4. Hambantota 4. Jalina e
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Mannar 3, Vavuniya 1, Batticaloa 4,
Trincomalee nil, Kurunegala 10,
Puttalam 6, Anuradhapura 10, Polon-
naruwa 2, Badulla 4, Ratnapura 1,
Kegalla 6, Amparai 5 and Monera-
gala 5. These 98 D. R. O’s have been
appointed land officers with {full
powers to examine encroachments,
issue permits and send reports to the
government agent. This system,
instead of duplicating the work,
would tend to expedite it.

Then, 151 surveyors have been de-
ployed for land settlement and other
work. There are engineering surve-
yors to survey each division. I must
say that I got this idea from the hon.
Member for Anuradhapura. He
suggested, some time back, that a
surveyor be attached to each D.R.O’s
division. In some cases, I have
appointed more than one depending
on the number of encroachments. I
must say that most of the encroach-
ers are there not because they want
to occupy the land unlawfuly but
because they are driven to it in order
to earn a living without being a bur-
den to others or on the Government.
They encroach on a small block of
land in some favourable place and
cultivate it. I have never treated
these people as offenders, but as
people whom we should help, and all
such encroachments are being regu-
larized.

ael canE3sY @b, ¢ 8D
(soorflG GQaravdlar oyi. 19 Hover)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

At Agalawatta all the encroachers
are being taken to court.

SoY 51 Dea.

(S THE@W&ES)

(Mr. Ratnayake)

Your policy appears to have chang-
ed : now you say, a bonus will be
given to land officers who prosecute
a certain number of cases.

ab 8.8 ¢ &g
(Qzorres &. 1F. 19 Geveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The order I have given is that, if
a man is encroching onbgomeyland
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that is available for development,
and if he deserves to become an
allottee, to give the land to him. But
if the land is not available for deve-
lopment and is reserved for some
other purpose, for instance, for a
hospital or a road, then it cannot be
given to him. But we give him
another block of land. If we want
the land we have to go to court. If
the land is available for alienation
and the man is suitable for selection
as an allottee we give the land to
him. If the land is not available for
alienation, if it is part of a forest re-
serve, then we cannot give it to him.
He is offered another land and given
a little time to quit. If he does not
quit but continues to stay there
then he has to be prosecuted. Or, if
the man is a person who cannot be
selected as an allottee then also he is
prosecuted. That is the rule. Of
course, certain people may give
wrong interpretations to that.

I have informed the government
agents that there is a great demand
for new land for development by our
peasants on account of rising unem-
ployment. I have asked the govern-
ment agents and the Forest Depart-
ment to re-examine the boundaries
of all proclaimed reserves and pro-
posed reserves in consultation with
Members of Parliament at the Dis-
trict Agricultural Committees, and I
wanted the boundaries re-defined.
The present boundaries were defined
at a time when there was not the
pressure that we have today from
increased population, and some of
these boundaries are meaningless.

I also wrote to the government
agents to consult Members of Parlia-
ment, D. R. Os, gramasevakas, vil-
lage councils, and even Buddhist
priests in the area, and report to me
what Crown land could be released
for development. I have received
some valuable reports from Kurune-
gala and Matale. They have report-
ed village by village all the Crown
lands that could be made available
to the people for development. The
total extent of land reported as being
available for distribution in small
blocks of land is about 2% lakhs of

AR
actes;
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I also asked the government agents
to find out from the Members of Par-
liament, D.R.Os, and so on, the
abandoned tanks which have not
been investigated. There are about
210 such tanks.

Also, wherever the land is other
than Crown forests, I have told the
government agents to go ahead and
hold land kachcheris ; and it is on
that basis that I have attached
surveyors to the D. R. O. divisions.
I have released a number of sur-
veyors to the Government Agents to
get that land blocked out and
alienated. On that basis about a
quarter of a million acres of land
will be given for village expansion.
I believe, there will also be about
250 new tanks.

These are the steps that we are
taking to satisfy the land hunger and
also to increase both paddy and sub-
sidiary food production. As I said
earlier, the function of the Ministry
of Land, Irrigation and Power is to
provide the land, water and power
for the industries. I do not know
how the industries or agricultural
work is being carried out. We will
do our best to give as much land
as the people want.

With regard to the question of en-
croachers on land, sometime back
the hon. Third Member for Colombo-
Central (Mr. Keuneman) said
that it was I who started it. We
are facing a problem with regard to
encroachments. If more and more
encroachments take place in various
forest reservations and so on, as the
hon. Member for Agalawatte (Dr.
Colvin R. de Silva) said we will have
to prosecute the encroachers. We
cannot do anything else ; we cannot
help it. There are many Crown
forests ; we have got forest reserva-
tions as well as forests that are not
reserved. I think the hen. Member
for Agalawatte should take up the
matter with the Kachcheri at Kalu-
tara and provide all the land that the
villagers need for expansion.

I shall not take any more time of
the House.
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(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
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Order, please!!

The Sitting is suspended for half-
an-hour.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I-I:a has not learnt from his uncle
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(soor B Qareadler Y. 19 @Gbaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

He seems to think that a minister-
ship is intended to be a study course

ffr self-development. I cannot help
1
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Lamsorry I interrupted you.
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No, Sir. A speaker sometimes

welcomes an interruption as an occa-
sion to take the breath he has lost.
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“The same objective can also to some
extent be achieved by import substitu-
tion. The Government has not yet
followed vigorously a policy of import
substitution. In our country, the import
traders are a powerful force.”
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“They create scarcities in the local
market and the Government is compelled
to revise its policy.”
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“They create scarcities in the local
market. ”
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“Firm action by the Government is re-
quired in this matter.”
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“ The trading elements must be clearly
told that the economic development of
the country cannot be sacrificed to safe-
guard their individual profits.”
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(Sir Razik Fareed—Appointed Member
—Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, I must con-
gratulate the Hon. Minister of
Finance on presenting a Budget
which I should like to call “a not
hurting anyone Budget”. Unlike
some previous Finance Ministers who
presented only one or two Budgets,
he has survived te present his third
Budget.

A great deal of praise is due to the
Hon. Prime Minister on his foresight
in meeting the goviyas personally and
instilling into their minds the
advantages of the “ Grow More Food
Campaign ”. He has also made them
understand that the future of this
country rests in the hands of our
govi-rajas.

The unsatisfactory prices obtained
for our produce, namely, tea and
coconut specially, makes us think
that we have to look for further
fields anew. As the previous speaker
said, the coconut industry has got to
be carefully watched because there is
a disease that is prevalent in certain
parts of the Island. That dreadful
disease starts on the leaves and, if
not checked by the diseased leaves
being chopped off, it practically kills
the tree. Moreover, most of our
trees are past 70 and 80 years of age ;
we have not taken the precaution
of under-planting.

I feel that a long-term perspective
is urgently needed. As a matter of
fact, I feel the time has come when
we shall have to get back to coffee.
Two or two and a half years ago I
grew some coffee plants and within
about two and a half years I was
able to see results, which were good,
even though I planted them in the
Kurunegala District,

The Hon. Minister of Agriculture
and Food really deserves more than
2 meed of praise. His energetic
Parliamentary Secretary, who is .a
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man of wide experience where
agriculture is concerned, is really a
very great asset to the counfry. I
remember the assistance he rendered
me personally. I started a cattle farm
following his instruction, and Ilol
and behold ! within three months the
three cows that I bought gave me
such profit that I was able to buy
three more cows, and thanks to this
energetic Parliamentary Secretary,
the number of cows I have today,
bought by the sale of milk, is about
twenty. I am speaking of my
personal experience to point out that
if one-third of the Members of this
House start dairy farming they can
give up their seats in Parliament
where they get an allowance of
Rs. 600 to Rs. 700, because dairy
farming is very profitable. Those
who really want to work for the
people of this country, even though
they have dairy farms, can enter
Parliament. In the matter of the
purchase of cows, I would strongly
urge them to go in for Jersey and
Ayreshire cows because they give
more milk than any other breed of
cows. In this connection I would
ask the Government to see that
adequate supplies of cattle food and
poultry food at reasonable prices are
provided to the cattle farmers and
poultry farmers so that they will be
able to run these farms profitably.
As you are aware, Sir, a number of
people who started poultry farming
in your area had to give it up
because of the high price that they
had to pay for poultry food.

I think the Hon. Minister of State
deserves the heartiest congratulations
of the traders and business men—
particularly of the Ceylonese busi-
nessmen who practically went to the
wall for want of financial assis-
tance—on what he has done for
them. They should be beholden to
this worthy Minister.

The only thing I should like to ask
the Hon. Minister of State is to see

‘that he takes steps to break up the

monopoly enjoyed today even by
Ceylonese interests in the trade and
previde quotas to the new comers.
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Another matter that I should like
to mention is the state of the beedi
industry. I understand that we have
taken steps to produce a certain
amount of beedi leaf in this country,
but I think we import most of our
requirements in beedi leaf from India.
An endeavour must be made to
produce all the beedi leaf we need
in Ceylon. The Hon. Minister of
Home Affairs has been helping the
very poor new-comers into this busi-
ness and he has won their grateful
thanks.

I welcome the relief given to the
Government servants, but I am
eagerly looking forward to the grant
of some relief to the other sector as
well. -

In regard to the Ministry of Health,
I find that the Ayurveda system of
medicine is being helped to a very
great extent, and I am very happy
about it. But, although Ayurveda
means Ayurveda, Sidda and Unani
systems of medicine, the Unani

JFsystem of medicine has been very

badly neglected. I say this because
even in the Speech from the Throne
this system of medicine is not men-
tioned ; only the Ayurveda and Sidda
systems are mentioned. I do hope
that the Hon. Minister who is a
friend of mine, will pay heed to what
I have now said and do.some useful
service to the Unani section of Ayur-
veda as well.

I find that the Ministry of Educa-
tion has not paid any head whatso-
ever to the request for a Muslim
University. We presented to the Hon.
Minister a memorial signed by a
number of Muslim Members of
Parliament, asking for a Muslim

University. Unfortunately, not a
word has been said about it in this
Debate. Nor is there any indication
that there is going to be a junior
Muslim University in any of the
Moor areas.

6——©0 6045 (67/8)
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The Budget speech of the Hon.
Minister of Finance contains this
statement :

“Steps have also been taken to
establish five junior university colleges
at Dehiwala, Galle, Kegalla, Kuliyapitiya
and Palaly .. ” [OrrFIcIAL REPORT, 25 July,
1967 ; Vol. 73, c. 47.]

Why have you not thought of
establishing a junior university in the
Eastern Province, or in Beruwala
where Moors preponderate and Unani
is practised to a very great extent?

At one time a particular Muslim
reader was very much in use in the
400-odd Government Muslim schools.
This reader was printed and distri-
buted by the Moors’ Islamic Cultural
Home. Now that the Government has
taken over the printing of textbooks
for schools, this particular reader has
been completely overlooked and the
result is that there is no proper
Muslim reader for the 400-odd
Government Muslim schools in the
Island. I do hope that the Hon.
Minister of Education will take
cognizance of what I have stated here.

I will be failing in my duty if I
do not mention the subject of
orchids. They are a potential dollar
earner, and I feel that the Govern-
ment should give every encourage-
ment to orchid growers and culturists
to export orchids.

I would also stress that where
animals are concerned, fresh and
better strains are needed. I would ask
the Minister of Finance to allow the

duty-free import of thoroughbred
animals—cattle, horses, dogs, and
poultry.

With regard to the Middle East,
let the Government declare that all
support given to our Arab brethren
will qualify for tax relief. This will
enable us Ceylonese to offer our
whole-hearted support to the Arabs
in their just struggle against foreign
domination. That would be more
meaningful than empty words.

I read in this morning’s “ Sun”
that a Reverend Thero was in favour
of "the legalization of bookmakers, I
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am a Muslim, and Islam forbids
gambling as indeed other religions do.
But any help that a religious body
Or community or denomination can
give to the Government must always
be forthcoming. I remember, the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera) when he was Minister of
Finance said that if bookmakers are
legalized the Government would get
Rs. 60 million by way of tax. That is
not a small amount. Instead of going
begging for aid we can get some
money by legalizing the bookmakers.
Although a Muslim, I have no objec-
tion to the legalizing of the book-
makers because it would be for the
benefit of Mother Lanka.

I am glad that the Minister of
Labour is present. It is said that
65,000 to 75,000 persons were em-
ployed by the bookmakers all over
the Island. I hope that he will not
bring these people under the Labour
Ordinance as that would result in
their getting a wage of Rs. 2.50 or so
a day. Let the bookmakers pay the
usual amounts they have been
paying these youngsters.

I was very sorry to have received
a copy of a letter from the All-Ceylon
Buddhist Congress Headquarters in
these terms :

“We note that Catholic organizations
are purchasing land on a large scale in
Buddhist villages and establishing
Catholic colonies in their midst. This
situation has already taken place in
four villages and we understand that this
is to happen elsewhere as well. We have
no legal means of coping with this policy
of the Catholic Church. Moreover we are
desirous that nothing should happen to
affect our friendly and peaceful relations
with all religious denominations in this
country. However, the policy mentioned
above is causing us anxiety. ”

I personally feel that this is a step
in the wrong direction. This is inde-
pendent Lanka. I am not a Catholic,
but still I, as a Ceylonese, feel that it
Is a wrong step to take. Why cannot
anybody buy, in independent Lanka,
any blocks of land he needs if he has
the money ? I do hope the Govern-
ment will see to it that no steps are
taken in the direction of preventing
anybody, whather he be a Catholic,
a Muslim, a Buddhist, or a Hindu,
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from buying land, provided he is a
Ceylonese. Let any Ceylonese buy
land anywhere he likes. This is Free
Lanka.

For more than twenty years I have
stood for Sinhala as the official lan-
guage. L nave one reason, and one
reason alone, and that is, that there
will be unity. Against great odds,
four Sinhalese gentlemen and I, the
only minority man, stood for Sinhala.
And to receive letters such as this is
most heart-rending.

I am looking forward to the day
when the Sinhalese, the Tamils, the
Moors, the Malays and the Burghers,
the five commutities that go to form
the Ceylonese nation, will be known
as Ceylonese and nothing else. No
denominational differences, such as
Muslim, Buddhist Hindu or Chris-
tian, should stand in the way of our
getting together as a Ceylonese
nation. I do hope the day is not far
off when we shall all be known as
Ceylonese. Wher we leave Ceylon
and go abroad we are not known as
Sinhalese Buddhists or Sinhalese
Christians. We are all known as
Ceylonese. Let us also live here
peacefully as Ceylonese.
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“Undergrad whose suicide was an eye-
opener

They still talk about him at Peradeniya
Father dead Mother too poor to pay”

“ VB vped BB dwe O
ewsy et ug 6 BeA®. DD &b
Ay et wems) ¢ :

“ At the Peradeniya University Campus
they still talk of the helpless undergrad
who committed suicide because he had no
money to continue his education. To him
life was always frustrating and bitter. ”

Gy HIMe B BBBEw —

“His bursary was Rs. 15 and that was
cut and he was not given a second chance
to continue his educaticn. No one was
prepared to give him that answer. He
took the easy path out. He finished his
life at the end of a rope.”
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(2L FUTETWSI el &6r)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

As I have to leave the Chair, will
the Hon. Minister of State move that
an hon. Member of this House to take
the Chair. ?

o od. §d. Lwudiam

(Qaeorrey Cog, i eguwieui o)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I move that the hon. Member for
Uduppiddi (Mr. M. Sivasitham-
param) do take the Chair.

gl e J0um G5, wwn uldm .
@ GssuuB amhmtEETaToTiIuLL S,
Question put, and agreed to.
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YsaTllmE, eU SUTHILSET DeUTser 2&S0m
s g Belleor i prasGas, S5, @b, He & siurnd
[eoulity 2mssseai] EBTTFTS SLOTS ST,
Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left
the Chair, and MR. M. SIVASITHAMPARAM,
[Member for Udupiddi] took the Chair.
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(Mr. Kalugalla)
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(Bm Cmedpper guiiman)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

F200 88né cesy . chewn® »d.

On the next occasion I shall read
out from the Hansarp the relative

question asked and answered.

QN DI HDHS
(B STEGD IS ST )@t E6T)

(Mr. Presiding Member)
For the moment you accept it ?

cuBE OBy Ywl-d Dwn.
(- Qapdpmer euwSiion)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Yes.

1967 geadeimy 10

1466
—ecdm V6 Hwdd
560, 6® HAMGICT w KBS
R8m05Y e wmeded b O3
& cthen® cDwdwy E8e WD
DEr. D D weny DG Gorndnd
D& & exnerysn G ocwm B9,
& rgo eNWE B¢ aCwm 08, O
e wemicé od O3S lwer &Swl
& ©® ob @xned exxBTwm B,
aFers® ¥ g DNV & g
$»OeFns DEB®E. ;e eE ol
AT o> g ¢V X lencns
cem 60 gR¥nedE v W
0D BB Ve SLENIWI &
D@ e8e Sde Yed PR
dnewnsy 83w 6® ©b WENed Guend
smsed sy 84D vmsedsf &
T BROET O @ now E¢® GEmnd
D&. ODewsy g¥BO® EcdD
oo’ 86D eised @5350w DOR.
1965 gmmded@ DR BowY
ey e Puswd 8 D méb
@em SemCwum S WG, wefed
Q¥ RDEwm ¢Swd 60w cBad HED
1EmBE ECE eNd O] GG &
Bl Sz 82, & Ben 6®w BE»Hw6D
Bene WEDHD. DDWO ACEHeSY 1)
D O BRVEemeE Yewldmwn ©z¥®
DEEencbhI e 6d® »O dzr
Om Sexmcen 82 Weg. @0 864X
& Gewd Dnmy®ws evx’d & Bvnf@
wew o RO gx@ & O FemGon
50mm BEHDHE B85y DY HOB BOY
b gKE® HOBRS P g A
czB Sed.

@bl RS FOBPS Ddrewzxy &3
e @ e Y88 nom ¢ .
REs KBy 8D Semcewsy g
Den® 9&B&sT eCwm = E® g B
1063 8 9@ g DNODO aHnCmsy
¢nY ®0 I® c@BE ¢ WE WHEIBY
a5y ey edm & Cown Bomned SV
cd méiem »ced BNEWw DG 2T
Bes Seed WEET C qud e B nEeHcs.
@0 e e abl Oy Hn@esd ¢
2® an) esfedmd, g WO :MmSwd
6357 DY »HOY, WO g M Swd eBnY

DY O @B DB ecre®HmEn.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

== _

2

P e

Swddm vms’ emydewm, 1967-68
[@S@Graﬁf Hes&om @C.OJ,]
BND PN RD BBYV O ¥

ey Hw BB woded b
057 H® 1963 & def mb WD e,
& Comn Bewed swfe wwdbhdme, e
O HB6eD c@mde ? “ g8 S 3D
25,000 z¥ €208 SBDSemwnO vy sy
suen 7 DO, 1963-64 Gocos® DBBcs
DG 9C GBY med BB @&LI&GH
10,000 290 @&e36200 S8 s NS5T
ExTed 8e@xY & emmebhrled @Fd
DE O WmeTeE ob O
AELne TIY) Jermn. DL@ensy 6516,
OC eowmebhsfgd w@ydencwns’® o
WS Bewo 1965 gRhidedE wDnf
e~ G ceuy e 25y
15,000 20 ST & S o s
g mSww cusTdsym0 gened Mep.
QG BBRE gedms Wby edd D
S s o SmesTmO susf BHE®
o) ged DB 84TV’ Dwe e
0 s Bem 9’ m &, dvdm 'S
Séwy mBwd DBV @B, wmnes
woseE mSwlsy guomse QumBes
Bl YD i D Bedn Bes
DB 8 205 SwdsY 68 8Bwd HM

- weg.

¢ E» w5 wmwewe gud gocdny
6y ol OB (§1808w cmnE Sy
P8 ¢ BTD) g »HOD0 giun®
D5’ E90 g2ef WD CRew. OO gD’
o CRem DO &Y wélery &
DWHIOB. IP&ed @k ge c@®m

 88wm0 &® WD @ cxyery mnom.

COZE DN WS ®E @O b
e BeDH. IN® ge A mE 58
DO YsF eusetd @O B WEHD ;
e O ©0 Brxyedd®s' ™

WED, D& CEwzT 6® v Lenecd
O oy B oo & Comw

- Bewldm @255‘@ @T@?a@w

1468
—ecdm DE BwudO

Bewyw sBwny ecngeRds m
DG. Ve e¢eamCCsyo® 84LDD
& B WG §O6  eBBe’d
B8O 86GVS 9D WE. e
Befd s Bwey OO 84D
DE. cMTuBedO BB HOB dn®
Bed c® 8B8wE DD, Bed exnedR
® IFTGEE® wxnd whasl, B D
oG V¥ wrd HBw swswdsy @
Comm Blewed sewedn 8428
I DN weg.

eodemnden . & B08owm
(QréLi eron. ar. flériRmen)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)
DBI Be Vw DS wésTesy ?

eBEODY Lwlory T,

(Bw Qapeopper sauson)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Do Cw Com WO st Bedd
80 I sy HBn sswd dnnd @
Cemh Bewed W BwO odfern mG
g6, B ey & Con Bewes
s 800 DD Al sy e s
6O CDIEBN WE. §¢ eznBwBedd eswms
Y 6@® Dy D@, B Gozw Bewes
s Bw ©00 Wy O HB®
SEwD BEITAVD WS WEHn. DD
e@m g2’ DHEDE 6@MBs WS WEHENC
Do Dy O Ao, D@ DS, ge
D@y snsFetd G 218980  =0ena
Snen WmEsTery, BmE®cs Ewsen
WNEVEY D GowwBDsY o Disocesd B2y
50 =, BeebsTy ¥

SISl D@5Y 205Y eef e &
AGeebhY Dy  ®8wBe Bwo &

¢pyem muen, dfdmn sdmesy Gy
CODY, WIS Fowws om WYL
205368 O WG wndt wuem, F qowes


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1469
Swddn smny emYdsm, 1967-68

¢80G cI®D B, = GRS CIo
O e® BN Weg ? & BSw »O
O&ed whmed & WDOB, @y
DEsTe5Y. dp®y FECy pumed ge
COB g8 VNEIBY WS WEBIw Bos
B & Bxed. YTyl 1850
©0O Bwed® WEHS »HO & VO
57 5y gowdny Swe® WEBTHO D
Dy & B, @y >y FoRsd @es
CTHEOen s WS BeABIh B &
CO5ID IO dn. ¥ w®ATVewsT
DsVenB, @ Bwusy mHO wryesy. 30 &8
dedB DNV BEVD @&
ey ) €.

(e

1956 & &. 1,06,88,000 =¥ Bwc® 28
BeAD), DEY D mey 20ETm Fo®
©®0. O Hwrd, & 88wdO Bwed
DS O, ¥ e’ cts gemws Scwed
DE5Y O Denes Bew. 2182 cs Ewyen
DINS D8 wET o Ewen @me
R 2k DY Do, @ed” gewmes
M & Bwwel Bwwmw OD® 62H.
I gevw @Y g0 ®ém. & Dug,
& Ded In® ves ¢y Pume
8o BN DEDENGEE & B
N, 1956 8 wmB@&Tm we ES®
Forrws @gen &i. 1,06,88,000 2 Swe® w8
BeAB gé 1966-67 98zsew@ & @om
w0 Do Bwe® WS Bedme?
a8wE c» »f ewid mé cIT
o@D 8w6e® S BeAHD D&
Ded 10 qeneRzy 8 DET O
Pone D, gs 17 gencRsy 98 B3
Bwec® W6 Bedmdy, =2GHy® ©»
08P gowwd Bw® mm E8® BeRm.

Grusnsd ad 9 HHeB, e’
DD g WEBY WO 6238 & 84D
L8 e @b Y HIG Y ewsy 9

1967 gewdedyy 10

1470
—6ed®» d Hwd

G BC' DO MmIBB, WlhemwS ges
2O wé®m e om Sm 6w WO
DA WE5Y O Hew. o e @OB
2@ Oped wun HBm Sked &
O B B¢ wd’m 1967 46 @ 25
AB &0 DG ¥ e’ Fudis ®Sed
¢ B8 Drewsy eI, & Bepmds.
adl e OB BT Bw 5
) ©508 Hon 808wy ey Sy &
BeADD. s HRET B o 5N HED
G BeA®. g S0 R e
¢ Y ery 3BeBIEO 1300 2cea
EOT0&. de0® M wd Yo @ISR
Qed Huwr ©8Sw ewn’e ? 5o
@ 1967-68 Yo DB 628V
gen Gi8nc e 78.3 o Dy 4
BeRHSh. cOemel 8BS [/RE Qe
GOBISwz) BDRO HEwm 6® m»ED
e DA% wewn DY WS By
@l & D@ 6@ mE® Yecw' DY
DS MO cVem B8 BB o @B
wzm) BDRO HEwD Bemry st
B DS suen. woLEV®B wewn ®
9T qOBR@ €D DS PB 6® e
2888 s 0 wrFexy CMetn®¢ ?
880w weww S8wE exdS 28 8.
HES® Forwd SHBwuE emdS 185 &.
DEDT™ o BIE Gowwd E8BwE
=0 206 8. 983 WY e®WD 8L
R? 8Gda wB8F2ed BS®» @
Sed sy, BRwwsy &F SRedd
Chee B L3O DHNIIDR.
Cndmw Y& DE® wmeow, g&  w®
@85 DS s HNEO® wmeen, & 88
e ehge B SO RS,
cEemBY I Beryeny.

& &0 2 &8s Bwewsy BonE wwe
ey D™ WEF BV gewed wEFery
. ged wewfesd ’BHRLE e
e¢onee W PO B dwewn)


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

Seuldn o ewddum, 1967-68
[eed 0 LuBon Suw.]
&, © c® 2m» WOC Bw WM ceg .
DND QoHEH
BBy »HO D
cenebym) DT OB QoFB o
D5y DB @B DO CHNCHIDI
et BeAmn Bedw cDege DBLsd
o Sedw S09CF wlom wOBY VDN
Redm Bt 9888ewnsy @D 8@
Dah ey o & Wc BN DB cn&Bs3
00 & wewm gdwd e¢m 6CH 9C G

gm0 & Ocef Bw®

0862 5Y DEEHB)

8£85eh.

As you know, this Budget—if I may
call it a Budget—is one of the most
difficult financial instruments that
the Finance Minister has been called
upon to implement. I say this pur-
posely because—you have been here
for a number of hours and you your-
self would have noticed it—it is
difficult if not well nigh impossible
for the Opposition to speak against
this Budget. May I say this, Sir ? It
is also a difficult task for me to speak
in eloquent terms of the Hon. Minis-
ter’s Budget. The reason is that this
is a performance document, a promise
of good performance particularly in
the agricultural and industrial sec-
tors, the implementation of which
depends to a large extent on the
methods or the modes of financing.
As I remarked earlier I wish the Hon.
Minister well. The allocations he
has made and the appropriation for
the financial year are, I think, fair
and called for in the present context
of things in the country.

Before I pass on to another subject
I should like to remind the Hon. Min-
ister of Finance that although—it was
also stated by the Hon. Minister of
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Health—the deficit is almost Rs. 1,000
million yet there are no expansionary
measures. The threat of inflation is
not there. I would also remind the
Hon. Minister of Finance that both
he and I lived in the same hope in the
Budget of 1966-67. However, reasons
and measures beyond his control
have necessitated him to raise Rs. 125
million on Treasury Bills. This, as
you know, contributes to expansio-
nary financing and inflation. The
Finance Ministers of a couple of years
ago thought nothing of floating Trea-
sury Bills to the tune of Rs. 250 mil-
lion. Well and good! They got away
with it. But I must warn the Hon.
Minister of Finance, if possible, to
avoid this practice.

Now referring to the financial
measures, I have to speak strongly
against the tax imposed on trade and
industry. I appeal to the Hon. Minis-
ter of Finance to see whether he can
make the necessary adjustments. We
appealed to the Hon. Minister of
State too and I now appeal to the
Hon. Minister of Finance also. You
have made a certain adjustment in
the licence fee on import goods. You
propose to raise the import licence
fee from 1 per cent to 10 per cent.
You have made concessions in regard
to licences already issued, varying
the rate of tax to be levied on the
smallest quota to the highest quota.—
[Interruption]. Thank you very
much. We are grateful to you for
taking prompt action. But what I
want to bring to your notice is that
my plea to you, to collect this 10 per
cent at the point of delivery of com-
modities either to the indusirialist or
to the trader, has so far not been
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successful. I presume it is because I
have been lacking in eloquence, and
I shall make a further appeal to you.

Your answer, Mr. Minister of
Finance, is that you have made suffi-
cient concessions. You say, “ Milk
food does not come under this licence
fee, kerosene oil does not come under
this licence fee, pharmaceuticals do
not come under this licence fee, small
agricultural implements do not come
under this licence fee. Well, I have
done the best I can. If I go any fur-
ther my revenue proposals, my tax
proposals, will become null and void.”
I do not seek to either nullify or make
invalid your tax proposals. On the
contrary, I believe that this is a tax
that can be absorbed.

But the point I wish to make is
this. When you levy a 10 per cent
licence fee, you levy it on the holder
of the licence approximately 4%
months prior to the receipt of the
article. If a person gets an allocation
of Rs. 100,000, you tax him Rs. 10,000,
and he has to keep his money with
you for 43 months, in all probability
paying a 7 per cent interest to the
bank. I hope this 10 per cent tax you

have imposed will be absorbed by the

industrialist and the trader, or, even
if it is passed on to the consumer, it
will not amount to very much in the
context of affairs. But I submit that
you should not over-aggravate the
situation when it can well be avoided.
There is no purpose in your getting
the industrialist or trader to pay an
extra 7 per cent because that money
does not accrue to you. It accrues
to some bank or money-lender or
financier. It is only an added burden.
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Your next argument was that these
were items that you could not treat
as essentially essential, if I may put
it that way. But I want to ask, what
are the items that are now subject
to this 10 per cent licence fee ? All
building materials—can you call
them by any means essentially not
essential ? All electrical appliances,
all manufacturing articles, are items
that go into this category. I believe
this argument should weigh heavily
with you.

In your first Budget speech, you
spoke of an earlier speech made by
you whilst in the Opposition and said
that all your budgets will have a
continuity. This is a compli-
ment that I have not been able to
pay the Finance Ministers of the
S. L. F. P. Government—the previous
Government. Let us not have any
doubts about the praise I have given
you. Your continuity is that you
have cut out non-essentials from
coming into Ceylon. You have
either shut them out completely or,
by the imposition of extraorodinary
duties, seen to it that non-essentials
do not come into Ceylon. Then your
argument becomes incongruous if you
say that that which is now coming is
essentially not essential.

My submission is that you must
collect this tax on receipt of the
goods at Customs level. T assure you
it will create much less hardship for
the industrialist, the trader and, most
important of all, the consumer,

I do not wish in my speech to
indulge in recriminations about the
past: to say, “The S. L. F. P. was in
office for ten years, why did they
not do it ? We were there prior tc
those ten years, we did not do suffi-
cient.” I would rather approach
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this in a spirit of what has happened
has happened and what is of para-
mount importance is what we do now
and what we are going to do in the
future. That is what is expected of
this Government and which is
anxiously awaited by the people.

Today, the Government, in the
critical state of its finances, pins its
faith for collecting sufficient moneys
for agriculture and development, for
consumption, for social services, and
for education, primarily on foreign
aid, and on import substitution and
the growing of our essential
foodstuffs in Ceylon.

I have certain misgivings that we
in our efforts to reach these ends, are
unduly concentrating ourselves in
one direction. We are straining
every sinew to be self-sufficient in
food and we are going hell for leather
for import substitution by industria-
lisation. But, we are forgetting the
primary source, the best and chief
source of our income, namely the
plantations.

No government during the last ten
years has given the consideration
that is due to the plantation sector.
Today, the plantation sector is jittery.
When the S. L. F. P. Government was
in power, I remember the hon.
Member for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilanga-
ratne) who was then Finance
Minister made a record-breaking
Budget Speech reading out word
after word. I think he read out
something which he did not under-
stand. You do not wunderstand
everything you read. Sometimes it
happens. He read out a marathon
speech. One of his chief laments was
the fall in prices of our exports. Then
came my good friend, the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera). His lament was almost the
same but he sounded it in a louder
voice. He said that our export
prices are continuing to fall. We
also might tear our hair—I have not
got very much—and say, our export
prices are falling.

Bewldm 0535 edace
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What happens in this position ?
When exports are falling we have
got to look into this matter. There
are those who are nationals of this
country who are genuinely alarmed.
There are those who cannot find the
cause or reason for it and just
accept it. There are others who
deliberately profit by it.

The current way of thinking in
Ceylon is that tea is a played-out
product. We may have to give up
our low-country tea. Some say we
may have to give up our mid-country
tea. The hon. Appointed Member
—the Deputy Chairman of Commit-
tees—said that coffee is a good
substitute. I am horrified and
shocked and greatly alarmed to find
this way of thinking in this country.

&l ed, & ¢ ¢ O {(6cIMNI6)
(8w oyi. Cog. g3, 19 Quav—0 gl marr)
(Mr. R. J. G. de Mel—Devinuwara)

Then why are the other countries
expanding their acreage ?

euBCE CuYy Loty e

(& Qagev mmeir gm@rﬁf(@u)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I shall come to that. This appears
to be an effort created by some
source who come—whose spoken
word carries some sort of assurance
—to tell us, “ Tea is played-out. Do
not expand the rubber industry.
Look  for  other investments.
Diversify your economy ”. Tender-
ness of this nature, I take with a
little bit of distrust.

Sir, I had the good fortune, after
many years, of being able to get a
book that deals fairly thoroughly
with the tea and rubber investments
in Ceylon. You know, we have the
rupee book which gives almost all the
details that we normally would want
to know about our rupee companies.
This book which I have gives details
about the sterling companies. When
I go through this book I find a very
fascinating picture being formed
before me, a picture of accumulated
assets ; of investments abroad; of
contributions to short-term loans and
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deposits abroad; of purchase of
Treasury Bills abroad; of reserves
and cash kept abroad.

So, I say that these estates, whilst
preaching to us the lesson of con-
tentment, are expanding as fast as
they can outside Ceylon. The new
plantations in Kenya, Nyasaland,
Uganda and the Mauritius will be
many, many times bigger and larger
than those investments in Ceylon.

¢ O Own.

(8@ 3 Cow)
(Mr. de Mel)
Even the Soviet Union is expanding,

SVC CsY LwBoay €can.

(8- Qapdvpper guman)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I plead with the Hon. Minister of
Finance not to be easily led by this
dangerous trend of thought. I will
prove to you that the tea, rubber and
coconut trades are not dead. They are
very much alive, capable of giving
very many more millions than we are
getting from them now. If we have
gathered less, it is due to neglect on
our part and not to the fault of the
trade.

I do not want to read out these
figures as if I'were arguing against
one particular sector. That is not the
point. If a foreigner is here to do
business, he will do it to the best of
his ability and collect the profits. It
is for us to safeguard our interests
and promote our cause. Therefore, I
speak with no resentment or malice. I
want to ask the Hon. Minister of
Finance, why does this situation
obtain here ? Why are our companies
not involving themselves directly in
the growing of tea and rubber, in
selling tea and rubber and in the
purchase of tea and rubber in the
United Kingdom, having their head
offices in London ? If Sterling com-
panies can have trade investments,
miscellaneous investments, create
assets and short-term deposits, invest-
ment of Treasury Bills, minority
interests, debentures, reserves,
British Government securities and
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cash in London banks running to
astronomical figures, the total of
which amounts to £ 50 million, it is
all right. They are in the business and
they are doing the best they can for
themselves. But, as I said a moment
earlier, we must also safeguard our
own interests and promote our cause.
Why then are these interests with
such vast assets permitted to run
their business on overdrafts in
Ceylon ? If any foreigner is conduct-
ting business in this country and it
has got its own assets, why is he
allowed to pinch our pockets ? If one
wants to conduct business here he
should bring in his assets for the
purpose. I have no objection to that ;
I do not think anybody will have any
objection. But why do we permit
compaines with unlimited assets to
run their business on local overdrafts
from commercial banks ? The last
Government permitted it, and this
Government continues to do so.

Much as I do not wish to read out
these figures in public—perhaps it is
unethical to do so—the nine com-
mercial banks in this country give the
non-national interests, the non-
resident companies and the nen-
resident consignors, overdrafts to the
tune of about Rs. 300 million. This
is really fantastic.

There is a firm in Ceylon, a con-
solidated firm, having investments in
various countries. When I read out to
you some of the figures relating to
this company you will appreciate the
sense of apprehension I have about
this whole business. This firm’s
capital reserve is over 10 million
pounds sterling, its undistributed pro-
fits are over 11 million pounds
sterling, its subsidiary companies
have undistributed profits to the
tune of 400,000 pounds sterling,
its goodwill or a sort of royalty that
it collects, amounts to 300,000 pounds
sterling, its investments are over
2 million pounds sterling, its current
assets are over 24 million pounds
sterling, its short term loans amount
to over 1 million pounds sterling, and
according to its balance sheet it has
cash over 2 million pounds sterling.

|
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But for its trading activities in Ceylon
it gets local overdrafts amounting to
Rs. 300 lakhs from the commercial
banks. You will now appreciate my
deep sense of apprehension about this
whole business. I am bringing this
to the notice of the Government and
of all hon. Members, and I urge that
we should get together to put this
matter right.

As I said before, neither the Minis-
ter of Finance nor the Government
should get cold feet over the tea
business. I say it for this reason. Tea
production in Ceylon last year, that
is, the total crop, was 490.1 million
pounds. Of this, 358.9 million pounds
were offered in the Colombo auctions
and 108 million pounds were
shipped to the London auctions,
making a total shipment of 441
million pounds from Ceylon. That

was the position of tea in 1966. Of
these quantities shipped—I shall
give you these figures so that

they may go on record—high-grown
was 195.9 million pounds, medium-
grown 162.1 million pounds, low-
grown 132.1 million pounds, making
a total of 490.1 million pouds. These
teas were manufatcured in Ceylon.

Now, Sir, as a result of the
depressed tea market various pro-
blems confronted us and we had to
introduce this tea rebate scheme. I
have not been very much in favour
of this tea rebate scheme. As you will
see, while on the one hand it offers
an immediate and temporary relief
to the many producers who might
have been forced to close down their
tea plantations or factories, on the
other it is a scheme basically imprac-
ticable and open to abuse. Some other
solution to this problem must be
found and found quickly.

¢ & @w
(8@ 15 Que)
(Mr. de Mel)

~ What about the question of blend-
Ing, packeting and marketing ?
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(8l Qapdppeir equisiran)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

A suggestion was also made that we
should start large-scale packeting.
Well and good. I am also one with
a few years’ experience in the trade.
To plan is one thing and the execu-
tion of it is another. May be
packeting on a large scale will be
a success in five to ten years’ time;
it may take that length of time.
But you may be able to packet
100 million pounds of tea imme-
diately.The hon. Member for Devi-
nuwara who is in the tea plantation
business would accept that position.
You cannot packet and sell 100 to 200
million pounds of tea overnight. To
do so you have first to find the
markets, build it up with propaganda
and then you will also have to have
your agents in the various cities to
put through your sales. It will
certainly take some length of time,
but that should not deter us from
making a start. We should make a
modest start in the context of the
prevailing situation. We must find a
remedy and we must not be denied
our right to earn from this product
of ours. That right of the people of
this country and the Government
cannot be denied.

Now I should like to present
another aspect of this tea business.
I told the Minister of Finance, the
position is not so gloomy ; do not
worry overmuch. I think there are
more solutions to this problem than
one. I have studied this question over
the years to gather knowledge to be
used for a different purpose, and I
have a solution to this problem.
Since the need of the country is great
and the Hon. Prime Minister himself
has stated that this country is in a
critical stage of its history, I make
my humble contribution to the
country in making available to it the
knowledge I have gathered.

This depression in the tea market
has particularly affected the low-
grown teas and some of the mid-
grown teas. Now the quantity of low-
grown teas shipped to the London


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1481
udds vm emdsm, 1967-68

auctions was 132.1 million pounds
and the medium growns, 162.1 million
pounds.

A type of tea known as “C. T. C.
tea” was experimented on round
about the year 1930. The letters
C.T.C. stand for Crushing, Tearing
and Curling. It is a quick-solvent tea,
more in the pattern of some of the
commercial growns that are in vogue
today. This C.T.C. tea did not have
much of an appeal in the 1930s but,
progressively from about 1950, those
teas have come much into demand,
very much into demand, so much so
that interests that are here in Ceylon
concerned in packing leaf teas like
B.O.P. and fannings, are dealing in
C. T. C. teas in Kenya.

I thought I would bring this matter
to the notice of this House because
this type of tea, the C.T.C. tea, is
the only tea that can be booked on a
short-term forward contract. It is the
only tea that has a short-term for-
ward value. It is possible to book this
type of tea at Rs. 1.68 a pound three
months and four months ahead, and
this is the only tea in regard to
which that can be done.

The demand for this type of tea
had developed particularly in the
London market and the demand is in
the region of a 100 million pounds
or even more. '

The machinery involved in the
manufacture of this type of tea is
not very expensive unlike the
machinery involved in setting up a
huge tea factory. As a matter of fact,
there is only one factory manufac-
turing this type of tea now in Ceylon
and it is owned by James Finlay &
Co., but this is a closely guarded
secret. I do not blame anybody for
keeping it a secret either because if
I were in business my trade secrets
would remain trade secrets.

The manufacture of this type of
tea is commenced by using stainless
steel rollers, but the advantage is
that the low grown teas can be used
to obtain as much as Rs. 1.68 per
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pound. My suggestion is that if we
take over 100 million pounds from
the low-growns and the mid-growns,
and process it in this way, we will
not only be earning Rs. 168 million
extra, but also relieving the pressure
on the market, and that will mean
that the actual low-growns and mid-
growns which are now fetching only
o0 cents, 60 cents and 70 cents a
pound—and that also with the aid of
subsides—will be able to regain their
own price levels and thereby save
the Government about Rs. 50 million
or Rs. 55 million which it spends by
way of subsides.

¢ S @w.

(& 19 Quoed)

(Mr. de Mel)

Who will buy and export ?

SUCE OBy =wliory o

(B Qaperpper uGlman)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

That is not a very difficult problem
to solve, Sir. I have discussed this
matter with persons interested, and
I think we can arrive at a working
arrangement.

Now I have demonstrated to you
that the position of tea in this coun-
try is not so bad that one should be
unduly depresed about it, or as de-
pressed as the tea market. I person-
ally am of the opinion that, after the
discussion that has taken place here
this evening, possibly within the
next fortnight or so the position will
considerably improve. When you
show that you are aware of a certain
situation, a reaction is bound to
occur.

As a matter of fact, even before
I came to speak today it was neces-
sary for me to gather information
from various centres, and in doing
that certain talks about these propo-
sals arose. Judging from those talks
I think before long there may even
be direct overtures to the Govern-
ment from the non-resident compa-
nies. I am anticipating that because,
as I said before, once you show that
you are alive to a situation, there
must be some sort of reaction.
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At this stage I should like to say
a few words on our other primary
product, rubber. My good Friend, the
hon. Member for Devinuwara
(Mr. de Mel), too spoke about this.
I thought he should have been in
Panadura and not Devinuwara.
He knows a great deal about rubber.
The hon. Member for Devinuwara is
one of those fortunate people—

¢ &e e

(8@ 19 Ouad)
(Mr. de Mel)
Unfortunate now.

B sy Jwlicy S,

(Blan- Qopovpper eguAmiaw)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Yes, unfortunate in the present
company. I am sorry for him. He can
come here and sit next to me. We
have a place for him.

¢ &UCE S
(8- 4 Oue)
(Mr. de Mel)

I am referring to the state of the
2conomy.

CBC Ony Cwlioy .
(B Gagedpper equiFman)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I am referring to the present posi-
tion of rubber.

I think, Sir, you are also cne of
those who read carefully the reports
of the different departments; and you
will agree with me that knowledge-
able people are fed up with these
stereotyped administration reports.
I do not know whether they are even
worth the paper on which they are
printed. If I am now given paper and
pen, I can write out the administra-
tion report for rubber for 1970.
Administration reports are written
unimaginatively, without thought and
devoid of suggestions.

¢ & Q.

(B 19 Qo)
(Mr. de Mel)

Like the Budget Speech.
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e OBy Ecstiod Desn.

(8@ Qaped ppeir w&mian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

That is my first observation on this
subject of rubber.

I have not the time to go into
detail. In 1966 our export perform-
ance in rubber was 133,213 tons
valued at Rs. 337,453,902.

I have a genuine grievance about
this rubber business. Apart from tea,
rubber is something with which we
are very conversant. We have grown
up with rubber, and a number of our
own people have been in this busi-
ness. A number of our own people
have been to Malaysia and seen what
happens there. Ownership and pro-
duction are in our own hands, and
if any blame is to be apportioned to
anybody, it should be apportioned to
us.

I had the privilege of going to
Malaysia in 1963 and I then took the
opportunity to see the plantations
there. What is all this talk about
Malaysian rubber being better ? What
are the facts ? As one who had been
in the industry, I appreciated what I
saw and understood what I was told.

The land there is flat, almost table-
top land ; and if that is of any help
to the industry, it is only from the
point of view of collection. But our
terrain is better because there are
certain advantages to be gained by
our terrain. The most important part
of the rubber tree is the bark or top
panel. This top panel must be con-
tinuously dry if you are to extract the
best and if there are to be no inju-
rious effects on the tree. When there
is table-top land, there is a huge
canopy through which the sun’s rays
do not penetrate sufficiently in, and
it takes a longer time to dry the
panel. In undulating land, such as
we have in our plantations, it is easy
for the sun’s rays to penetrate the
canopy and dry the panel and thereby

you have more tapping days or a
larger tapping area.
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¢ Q¢ Sw.

(8@ 4 Gue)
(Mr. de Mel)

But there is less rain.

eBCELH Lwiy e,

(8@ Qoporppsr gubiian)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Yes, but I am now talking of the
terrain. What happens in Malaysia ?
In Malaysia they treat the rubber
plantation as an industry. We here
in Ceylon treat it as an agricultural
unit. That is our mistake. We want
to pass it down as dowry to our
daughters, or pass it on to our sons
and grandchildren. That is the mis-
conception that we have. In the
result, we do not extract the maxi-
mum from the tree during its full
utilization period. We treat the
rubber plantation as an agricultural
unit. In fact, it is not an agricultural
unit. It is an industrial unit, meant
for extracting and processing, meant
for maximum utilization as an
economic unit. That, Sir, is the
difference in approach between these
two countries.

In Malaysia, they tap one hundred
inches of the tapping panel, right
from the fork to the base of the tree.
In Ceylon, 99 pcr cent of the estates
tap only forty inches of the tapping
panel, and this is done even by the
hon. Member for Devinuwara.
—[Interruption.] He started doing it
this year. I started doing it two
years ago.

In Malaysia, where they treat it
as an economic unit and extract the
maximum from every tree during
the utilization period, they use one
hundred inches of the tapping panel.
In Ceylon where we want to pass it
on as an heirloom or as dowry, where
we freat it as an agricultural unit,
we use only forty inches of the tap-
ping panel. Even using only forty
inches of the tapping panel, we have
secured an export earning of Rs. 300
million.

I have here the report of Mr. Craig,
the most knowledgeable person on
rubber we have in Ceylon' today. tlis
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is knowledge gained from practical
experience. I shall read to you one
small passage from his report :

“The estimate for the season has
already been exceeded by over 6,000
pounds. Intake today is also over 80,000
pounds in excess of that over the same
period of the last season, which is very
satisfactory. ”

I like that to go on record. The esti-
mate referred to was made after we
started this work in 1965.

What I want to show is that you
can increase your production by
almost one hundred per cent. As a
matter of fact, because of the rain
that the hon. Member for Devi-
nuwara referred to, and the climatic
conditions that we have here, we
have pre-coagulation troubles in
collection. If we have late tapping
and collect the following morning,
what would happen ? Almost 50 per
cent would be useless. We would
have to find a solvent for it or adopt
some other form of collection. I do
not know what we are going to do.
These are problems that can be over-
come if sufficient attention, care, and
devotion is paid to this industry.

As I told the Hon. Minister of
Finance, one should not be overdep-
ressed. These are remedies that can
be applied forthwith. I use the word
“forthwith’  deliberately. = Many
estates are now following my good
practice and they are going in for
ladder tapping. A number of my
friends have written to me—doctors,
politicians, and newspapermen—
saying that they have benefited by
it. I met a friend of mine the other
day who told me, “I have pinched
your superintendent also, and we
are getting one hundred per cent
more.”

According to the experts,
maximum utilization of the rubber
tree should be made within 20 to 25
years. From about its fifth year,
when tapping would begin, up to its
20th or 25th year, 100 inches of the
bark should be tapped, and then the
tree should be cut down and the land
replanted. We should not uproot the
treeg‘and replant the area when we
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have used only forty per cent. By
doing so we are allowing sixty per
cenl to go waste.

S0, I urge the Hon. Minister of
Finance to see that these measures
are adopted and I assure him that
within the next six months he will
get appreciable results. With the
necessary attention, care and devo-
tion which this industry deserves,
we should be able to collect Rs. 100
million or more from the rubber
industry  without any  further
increase in the acreage under rubber.

Sir, even if I take a few minutes
more, I wish to take up another ques-
tion. While in Malaysia, I saw
different forms of manufacture of
rubber. I saw them manufacturing
crumb rubber which they treat as if
it were a child. They will not allow
it to get dirty or contaminated. They
pack the rubber in polythene. They
get high-grade rubber.

They even have centrifugal rubber
today. I believe there is only one
estate in Ceylon that turns out cen-
trifugal  rubber. It commands
Rs. 250 a pound. So you see, Sir,
when we are talking here in terms
of cents, the same rubber from the
same tree could earn for us three or
four times more than at present if
proper methods are applied.

I am speaking on these subjects, in
particular, because in the present
situation of our economy short-term
measures must be used to intensify
production basically from that which
we have with us. No time should be
wasted.

Now I want to speak about
coconuts, the other industry. About
Rs. 250 million worth of coconut and
coconut  products is exported
annually. But what has happened
now ? Some types of coconut exports
have been virtually stopped. Some
months we are allowed to export
copra ; then we are told, “ No, do not
ship copra.” Some months we are
allowed to export poonac ; then we
are told, “No, do not ship poonac.”
Is it strange to hear or read that
copra manufactured in Ceylon, is
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shipped to South India for process-
ing 7 South India has oil mills and
they process our copra and sell the
oil which fetches better prices
whereas copra is in a depressed
market. It is strange but true.

Then let us take poonac. Poonac
was exported to Holland where they
extracted oil from our poonac. The
poonac that left Ceylon contained
about 10 to 12 per cent oil. They
used our poonac for animal food and
also extracted oil from it.

These are matters that must be
looked into. Necessary attention has
not been paid to our plantation
industries. It is sad but true that we
are unmindful of the wealth that is
there with us and that we are not
pursuing new ventures. We should
pay proper attention to these indus-
tries. I should cease to call them
agricultural units; I would rather
term them industries because in the
modern world that would be the
correct term for them.

Having finished with coconuts, I
wish to deal with another matter.
This concerns another prime foreign
exchange earner, which is also a
foreign exchange loser if not cor-
rectly handled. I refer to the Port of
Colombo. The Port of Colombo, they
say, has a stranglehold on the
economy of this country. You strangle
the port and you throttle Ceylon. You
free the port and you earn exchange
for Ceylon. If the port is happy, then
Ceylon is happy. If the port is un-
happy, then all Ceylon is unhappy,
the people have no milk foods and
they are subjected to a hundred and
one hardships. Therefore, I want to
speak a few words about the Port of
Colombo.

My first question is this. To whom
does the Port of Colombo belong ?
Does it belong to the Government
of Ceylon or the Port (Cargo)
Corporation or the Port Commission ?
Or does it belong to the Conference
Lines and the Agency Houses ? To
whom does this Port of Colombo
belong ? I pose this question because
strange things happen in the port.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1489
Buddm vmsf emydwum, 1967-68

I have represented these matters to
the Hon. Minister concerned. I have
seen the Chairman of the Port
(Cargo) Corporation and he has told
me that these matters have been
rectified now—that is within the last
two months. But I should like to
have an assurance on the Floor of
the House that this matter has been
rectified, the matter I am going to
refer to.

It is the practice, when you import
goods into Ceylon from some con-
signor in a foreign country and you
are the consignee here, to negotiate
the bill of lading ; you pay your price
and the bill of lading comes, delivery
from consignor to consignee, that is,
the person from whom I have bought
to me who has paid. These goods must
be delivered. The collection centres
are customs warehouses where I
normally take delivery.

What happens in the Port of
Colombo ? When these Conference
Lines vessels, which today are
charging us freight rates that are
immoral, arrive in the Port of
Colombo, lighters belonging to the
Port (Cargo) Corporation have to tie
alongside them—lighters cost us
almost Rs. 90,000 to Rs. 100,000 each
—for 10 to 12 days to recover cargo.
The manifest and bill of lading are
discharged on board the vessel,
whereas the procedure should be that
the ship’s master should deliver the
goods into our Colombo warehouses.
where I should make my collection
having paid my freight, my dues and
my invoice charges long months ago.
What happens now ? We collect the
goods in midstream. Our lighters and
our men are used for unloading. This
costs this country several millions of
rupees. It is against the deed and
principle of the manifest, of the bill
of lading, of the documents and of the
very payment that we have made. I
tell the Minister of Finance that he
should have no fears about this.

What happens in other parts of the
world ? These very vessels, when they
go to Rotterdam, what happens ? In
Rotterdam the ship’s master has to
unload it, he has to sort’itzand stack
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it in the Customs warehouse before
his bill of lading is discharged. It is
the same vessels and the same com-
pany. Rotterdam acepts the practice.

I say that if they discharge cargo
here in Colombo, if our barges are
used, if our men are used, then pay-
ment must be recovered for that and
payment should be in sterling because
payment for the goods and the
carriage has been prepaid by me as
consignee in sterling.

Another matter that I have taken
up with the Port (Cargo) Corpora-
tion, which I presume now will be
taken as accepted, is that the owner
of the Port is the Ceylon Govern-
ment. I have taken up on several
occasions this question of cargo
handling. Ceylon is ideally situated
to be a first-class transhipment port.
I do not think you can get a better
transhipment port in South-East
Asia. What do we require for it?
We require a thin lance like a break-
water where you can transfer goods
from the inward carrier to the out-
ward carrier. The boats come
alongside the berth and you transfer
the goods. The next thing is to
transfer goods in midstream for
which you require large tonnage
barges. This is business that people
are prepared to give us.

I sincerely hope this matter will
be taken up because these are things
that can be immediately imple-
mented. These are things that come
within the purview of commerce to
which we have given niggardly or
step-motherly treatment. In such
critical circumstances—the deficit
runs up to Rs. 1,000 million—I say
that commerce must receive pride of
place even over finance. Commerce is
both your earning and saving. If your
plantations come under industry and
commerce and your port comes under
commerce, if your trade is under com-
merce, then your earnings and
savings are both derived from this
and it should receive the highest and
closest attention of the Government.
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I have not finished with the port. I
see that your patience is being sorely
tried. I request you, Sir to give me a
few minutes more.

I was discussing the port of
Colombo. The matters I am men-
tioning can be gone into during the
next three to six months, and that is
a sufficiently long period to have
them attended to.

I now come to the question of the
handling of bulk cargo. We receive
shipments in bags. These are called
packaged goods. There are certain
types of goods which we do not have
to get down in packages. I discussed
this matter with the Chairman of the
Port (Cargo) Corporation. Very
unkind things were said about him
by the hon. Member for Dehiowita
(Mr. Weerasekera). Just because a
man made a mistake 20 or 30 years
ago, he should not be accused all the
time. He is doing a good job. I do
not know how many hon. Members
have visited the port or understand
the work of the port and the princi-
ples of commerce and finance. He is
doing all he can possibly do. This is
Eot an excuse that I am making for

im.

In discussing the question of
handling bulk cargo, I took up the
question of fertilizer with ~ him.
Fertilizer comes to Ceylon in bulk
and is handled with tippers, spades
and shovels. It cost us the ‘astrono-
mical amount of Rs. 500,000 per ship,
and this is money that can be saved.
This expenditure adds up to a start-
ling figure.

That is the situation. Why cannot
we proceed with these things ? Is it
because these things are beyond our
capacity ? My submission is that
these things should receive the
attention they ought to receive.

I have some other matters in
regard to which I should like to
speak, but I do not want to try your
patience or ask for your indulgence
any longer. Anyway, in passing, I
should like to refer to one other
matter, and that is a matter concern-
Ing the hon. Member for Kegalla
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(Mr. Kalugalla) who was the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the then

Minister of Hesalth, Mrs. Vimala
Wijewardene. This is what HANSARD

says :
“Travelling Claims: Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Health . . . .
Rs. 3,461.15. "—[OFFICIAL REPORT, Ist

October 1957 ; Vol. 30, c. 534.]

So, you find that a sum of Rs. 3,461.15
has been claimed by the then
Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Health. What I said was
true. I do not want to say anything
beyond that. I shall treat that
matter as having been dealt with. I
only wanted to clarify the matter
because I did not want the impression
created in HansaArDp that I had said
something that was not true about
the hon. Member for Kegalla.

I thank you, Sir and all hon.
Members for the patient hearing
given me.

g o, 8.9

M@ .

(8w, srifluaF)

(Mr. Kariyawasam )
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(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
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It being 8.30 p.m., Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Friday,
11th August 1967.
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And it being 8.31 P.M., MR. PRESIDING
MEMBER adjourned the House without
Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until

0 A.M. on Friday, 11th August
1967

tion of the

August 1967.
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