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The House met at 2 P.M., MR. DerPuTY

SPEAKER [MRg. M. SIVASITHAMPARAM] in
the Chair.

CE eCammiw w5
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PAPERS PRESENTED

Rule made under Section 3 of the Rail-
ways Ordinance (Cap. 200) .—[The Hon.

J. R. Jayewardene on behalf of the Minis-

ter of Communications.]

swelue 9 RJs w8 Voo @D
cs.

FUNSL & 8o @mss sl lnufliu Lg.

Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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VoreE oF CoNDOLENCE : Mgr. D. Rama-
; NUJAM
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DG NeLHL wn eDge @A)

(Qserres  Cgy. YT DG FAT—@) TIT
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F&, elwrurs O DDE F(THLL)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minis-
ter of State ana Parliamentary Secretary
to the Prime Minister and Minister of

LIT G&STLILY,

Defence & External Affairs and Acting

Minister of Commerce and Trade)
Mr. Deputy Speaker, with your
permission, I wish to refer to the

passing away of Mr. D. Ramanujam,
one of our former Colleagues.

2—©b 14456—794 (68/6)
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Mr. Ramanujam was a founder
member of the Ceylon Workers’
Congress. He was the Member of

Parliament for Alutnuwara from 1947
to 1952.

A journalist by profession, he
contributed to several Tamil papers
and was at one time the district cor-
respondent of a local Tamil daily.
Before entering Parliament he had
been in the political field for many
years espousing the cause of Indian
labour.

Mr. Ramanujam also represented
the Asgiriya ward in the Kandy
Municipal Council for over a decade
from 1942 and was the deputy mayor
of the council in 1952.

Up to the time he took up his
appointment with the International
Confederation of Trade Unions at
Singapore, he was the political secre-
tary of the Ceylon Workers’ Congress.
He was also the Workers’ delegate
to the I. L. O. Conference in 1960.

With the passing away of Mr.
Ramanujam, the Legislature has lost
one more of its links with the past.
Therefore, on behalf of the Members
ot this House, I wish to record our
regtet at his passing away and I
would kindly request you to direct
the Clerk to send a copy of these

proceedings to the bereaved members
of his family.

¢. . 2.3

S. 8. 9C-adwn» Ocw.
209)
(8. . 9. Qs ger—0OsrQerar@a )

(Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)
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350D cenBm Ow. (emen emmed)

(B Quie- Qariionr—a & T ApLOL| &
Q&)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I wish to
associate myself with the remarks
that have been made by the Hon.
Minister of State and by the hon.
Member for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilanga-
ratne).

On behalf of the Lanka Sama
Samaja Party, I wish to make this
the occasion for paying respect that
is due to the memoryPof @ bnavsan
who fought for labour and labour

Bewd Sy @55 eFRVCw

2756
el Pae: 8. HBRNES Ew.
rights in this country, who in this
Parliament was a distinguished
Member in the Opposition ranks,
representing the Ceylon Indian Con-

gress in those days in the Parliament
of 1947.

It is still remembered that the late
Mr. Ramanujam, representing the
Alutnuwara Constituency in the
Parliament, served his constituents
in- a most conscientious and devoted
manner. To him it was immaterial
whether the constituent was of
Indian origin or was not of Indian
origin. Constituency needs were
looked at from the point of view of
serving the people residing in that
area and it must be said to his credit
that even in his record of local
government, Mr. Ramanujam dis-
played the broadest possible prin-
ciples and a devoted sense of duty to
the people who had elected him.

As a trade unionist and a member
of the Ceylon Workers Congress, the
late Mr. Ramanujam was in the fore-
front of battles on behalf of the
workers whom he represented. We
are not necessarily in support of the
organization known as the EC. T U.
Be that as it may, to the end of his
days, Mr. Ramanujam sought to

- jdentify himself with the cause of

labour.

On behalf of the Lanka Sama
Samaja Party, I associate myself
with the request that has been made
by the Hon. Minister of State that
we express our regret and that our
condolences be conveyed to the
members of his family.

Bowien NN

(o1t FLITFTST i &ar)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to associate myself with
the sentiments expressed by both
sides of the House om the passing
away of Mr. D. Ramanujam, ex-
Member of Parliament. I shall
request the Clerk of the House to
make a Minute of the proceedings
of the meeting today and send a
copy. thereof to the members of the
bereaved family.
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SITTING OF THE HOUSE

oG & @8, $widam»
(Qasorray ?%- %ﬁﬁr- OUIGUIT FET )
(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene)
I move,

“That this House at its rising this day
do adjourn until 2 p.M. on Wednesday,
12th June, 1968 ”.

g e E0um ¢, uwmuddm 8B,
@ alGssiGum oy @D miE G mener LU L gy,
Question put, and agreed to.

@'6 @r{ﬁ@'
DS SlewarLiyy
ADJOURNMENT

G ¥ esev BBOTO weem @cSuny
DSB) CAB GwdEsN
LrQILL  sausenr &g siamen &(Ih S FINT &G

PROPOSALS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
DISTRICT COUNCILS '

a& VE ewmmmnwm  (¢ep@ims,
péNB® o Sedw WOwum 8&ac
QOB, DO wlwmenm m wiESD W32
BEAC $OB wy 8D B e @Y BB
@)

(Qsorrey  1_t"of) Coepriigs- —Sr s
YDWEFFWGLD LT ESTUL, Dol devsrr
B

STTSTT GHUGTT Seibs &b, SEaie, cpaf]

YLD EF & (LD <yl Giim
LT g{mmé&@iﬁ)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External
Affairs, Minister of Planning & Economic
Affairs ana Minister of Information &
Broadcasting)

I move,
“That the House do now adjourn.”

8¢ D6 BB Bdém ce

@ 168 B Qummg.
Question proposed.

g. on. 2.10

8. A »® Ocs, (22&8¢ed)

(B . ﬁmy,&%@ré—w&grafﬁgmm)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)—-Kayts)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is indeed
with a heavy heart that I rise to
speak on the White Paper containing

1968 @3 11
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the Government’s proposals for the
establishment of district councils. I
say “with a heavy heart” for two
reasons. Firstly, in the course of this
speech I may be constrained to use
words or give expression to senti-
ments which may not be palatable
to my friends, the hon. Members of
the Federal Party who are seated
on the Government side.

We have been comrades till now
in the struggle, in a common cause,
which now, I am sorry to say, my
Friends have forsaken. Some of
them have been with me from long
before the inauguration of the party
some 20 years ago.

We have toiled together to build
up the party brick by brick and
stone by stone, so that it became the
powerful movement that it was till,
say, about three years ago. I do not
wish to enter into any recrimina-
tions and it is not easy to wrench
myself away from comrades who
have been fighting shoulder to
shoulder with me.

Secondly, I have a feeling of heavy
responsibility on my shoulders.
Alone in this House I have to voice
the hopes and the aspirations of re-
surgent Tamil Ceylon. Notwithstand-
ing the fact that my former comrades
may feel themselves incompetent to
lead Tamil Ceylon to the Promised
Land, I have a duty, and I may
even say I have a mandate from the
people, to declare with all solemnity
that Tamil Ceylon is determined to
wipe out all traces of second-class
citizenship ; that they refuse to be
cowed down by any attempt at
absorption.

Today we are continuing the
Debate or discussion on the White
Paper. At this moment, when one
surveys the political scene I think
we cannot fail to be struck by one
particular tendency, and that is this:
before general elections there is a
competition between political parties
in South Ceylon to woo their elec-
torates, to woo their voters, on the
basis of who can do the utmost harm
or  damage to the Tamil people ;
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who can serve the needs or win the
rights of the Sinhalese people more.
That is the competition that pre-
cedes general elections.

After the general elections, under
certain circumstances—of course if
one party obtains an absolute majo-
rity the question does not arise—the
competition between the parties 1is
on the basis of who can woo the
representatives of the Tamil people
better ; who can offer more or better
terms for the co-operation of the
Tamils. That, I suppose, is the
general phenomenon that we have
seen.

And so, today it is a matter of
general knowledge that the White
Paper that is before the House is the
outcome of a pact or understanding
between the United National Party
and the Federal Party entered into
on March 24, 1965. I will not at this
moment go into the other aspects of
the agreement. But on this ques-
tion of district councils, we have
taken 3} years to formulate the pro-
posals, and finally, from time fto
time, spokesmen of the Federal
Party as well as those of the United
National Party have given different
versions of the contents of the pro-
posed draft Bill.

As recently, however, as about
two weeks ago the General Secre-
tary of the Federal Party expressed
complete satisfaction with the draft
Bill, and at a later date he expressed
complete satisfaction on the White
Paper that has now been placed
before the House. I am speaking of
a time when most of us did not
know anything about the contents of
the White Paper or of the Bill. So
we thought, we expected, that the
General Secretary had good reason
to express complete satisfaction.

The White Paper is now public
property. We all know the contents,
and for the first time, no less a
person than the leader of the Fede-
ral Party, the hon. Member for Kan-
gesanturai (Mr. S. J. V. Chelva-
aavakam) has made a statement—I

Bewuidn 0I5 LeFRC®
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am very happy about that state-
ment—which has been published in
the Tamil weekly “ Suthanthiran”
which is generally associated with
the Federal Party. It is sometimes
called the official organ of the
Federal Party, which in fact is not
legally so, but it is generally associ-
ated with the Federal Party and
generally conveys the thinking on
the part of the Federal Party. I am
very happy to quote a passage from
that statement of the hon. Member
for Kankesanturai. He says this:

“ siflporas  sLGows Qurpss @i,
wBsrgnelled Hrb T HIUTISS lenay 2 SarIEsen
seféasru_cfloda aarumsuh 8 dlBscr B
ap pEQarerar (PILUTSEa GTEILMSUD BTG
o u&&ailenday.

I shall now give a running transla-
tion of that passage which I have
just read. It says, “I do not deny
that the White Paper does not con-
tain sufficient powers as we ex-
pected ; nor do I deny that there are
clauses in the Bill which we cannot
accept.” I am very happy that the
leader of the Federal Party has made
that open admission. It is very
good. Subsequently, he argues under
what circumstances he is forced to
advise that the Bill or the White
Paper be accepted.

I shall come to that question wher
I deal with the White Paper. As I
said, this is the result of a pact, of
an agreement, entered into between
the Federal Party and the United
National Party on the 24th of March,
1965. Now that I am speaking on
these pacts, I shall demonstrate how
the last pact that I was talking of
has not been implemented in the
spirit in which it was entered into;
how for the last 3} years there has
been only a pretence at implementa-
tion, but no implementation at all.

But before doing that, for the
purpose of record as well as to
enlighten hon. Members of this
House, I should like to show how the
Tamils of Ceylon think about these
matters. I should also like the
Tamils of this country to examine
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this question which has existed
for the last 50 years. We have had
a number of pacts during these past
50 years—I should say ill-fated
pacts. KEvery one of them has been
repudiated from time to time no
sooner they were entered into. That
is the history of these pacts.

I shall now trace that history. In
doing so I wish to take the memory
of hon. Members back to about 50
years ago, to the year 1919. Most of
us know that the Ceylon National
Congress was inaugurated in the
year 1919. We have it from no less
a person than Sir Ponnambalam
Arunachalam, who said somewhere
that, as a student at Cambridge, he
in the company of many students
from the eastern countries, parti-
cularly India, had been craving to
start a national movement in their
respective countries, how Ananda
Mohan Roy and people like that in
India went back to their countries
and started a movement which
later flowered into the great Indian
National Congress. When Sir Pon-
nambalam Arunachalam left the
University, he was taken into the
Ceylon Civil Service, and we know
how therefore he could not do
anything to fulfil the dream of
those days. But after retirement
from the Ceylon Civil Service some-
where in 1918 or 1919 he reverted
back to the old ideal and worked
hard to inaugurate the Ceylon
National Congress in 1919, He was
elected the first president of this
Ceylon National Congress.

Sometime after the inauguration
of the Ceylon National Congress, the
very first Sinhalese-Tamil Pact,
rather the Sinhalese-Tamil Agree-
ment, as far as I can remember, was
entered into by the then Mr. James
Pieris and Mr. E. J. Samarawick-
reme, K.C. on the part of the
Sinhalese, and Sir Ponnambalam
Arunachalam on the part of the
Tamils. I have not been able to get

at the terms of that agreement, but
I believe it had something to do
with representation.

1968 23 11
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Now this question of representa-
tion had been the central subject, in
fact the bane, of these pacts rizht
throughout the last fifty years, and,
I suppose, if we look at it from a his-
torical angle we can quite well un-
derstand that. There was a tussle
for more representation in the Lezis-
lature. The Sinhalese people on
their part agitated in order to pro-
tect the rights of the Sinhalese
masses and insisted that a certain
proportion must be maintained, and
the Tamils on the other hand in-
sisted that a certain proportion of the
representation must be given to
them in the Legislature because they
were a minority in numbers and as
such their rights had to be pro-
tected. So this tussle, this quarrel,
between the two communities went
on—it has been going on for the last
fifty years—till about the time the
Solbury Commission came to Ceylon.
We can understand that very well
because, historically speaking, the
colonial powers occupied or gained
control of the different kingdoms, the
Tamil kingdom in the North and
East and the southern kingdoms, at
different points of time, and later on
they amalgamated the entire country
and unified it for purposes of admi-
nistration. And, therefore, the
Tamils felt that they must have
adequate representation in the Legis-
lature to prevent any domination of
one race over the other races. So,
this question of adequate representa-
tion has always been the bone of
contention.

This pact between Mr. James
Peiris and Mr. Samarawickreme,
K.C.,, on the one part, and Mr. Pon-
nambalam Arunachalam, on ‘he
other part, provided, I believe, some
agreement about a Tamil Seat in *he
Western Province. What happened ?
This agreement was repudiated with-
out any ceremony. I am speaking
of a time when Whitehall insisted
that if we were to have any reforms,

if we were to have political reforms,
there must be some sort of unani-
mityl-on the part of the different
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races which had put forward the de-
mand for reforms. So, the leaders
at that time were constrained to
some sort of agreement in order Lo
have unanimity, at least to show
Whitehall that there was unanimity
on the part of the different races in
the demands that were made and so
on. That pact entered into by
the Ceylon National C ongress was
repudiated. As for the reason thati
was adduced, I should like to read
a passage which is very illumi-
nating. That is found in the presi-
dential address of Mr. H. J. C.
Pereira delivered at the general
session of the Ceylon National Con-
gress held either in 1921 or in 1922.
He said it was true that there was
an agreement between Mr. James
Peiris and Mr. Samarawickrema on
the one part and Sir Ponnambalarm
Arunachalam on the other, but “ we
do not consider ourselves bound by
that agreement. No doubt Sir
Ponnambalam  Arunachalam and
company have seceded from the Con-
gress, but we cannot help that.” I
shall quote his exact words from the
Handbook of the Ceylon National
Congress compiled by the late Prime
Minister, Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike, who was at the time Joint
Hony. Secretary of the Congress.
At page 243 Mr. H. J. C. Pereira says
this :

“_...It may be that for the purpose of
peace and concord, it may be that for poli-
tical reasons individual members, with
perfectly honest intentions, with the idea
of maintaining unity, have entered into
certain compromises and bargains with
individuals of the North. The Congress,

as a Congress, I repeat knows nothing of
all this.”

That was how it was explained. It
was an agreement between individu-
als and therefore the Congress was
not bound by that agreement and the
matter was given short shrift. Even
at that time this fear of one race
dominating the other or the majority
community being reduced to the
level of the minority community
was present in the minds of the lea-
ders of the time. And Mr. H. J. C.

Howl S @5IL) @eFRC®w
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Perei-a, arguing in the coursz o1 the
presidential address, said thda. he
would not be a party to any arrange-
ment that would jeopardize the
interests of the Sinhalese people. He
was perfectly right. One can appre-
ciate that. After all it is the duty of
a leader to safegu=:rd the interests
and the rights of his «wn community.
That was done for the last 50 years.
I have no quarrel with the repucia-
tion, but I ain citing that as an
example, the very first example of
how a solemn pact entered into bet-
ween very responsible leaders of
both sides was repudiated.

Then the clamour for political re-
forms continued. Whitehall insisted
that there must be unanimity in re-
gard to the request for reforms. The
Tamil leaders had seceded from the
Ceylon National Congress. So a dele-
gation was despatched to Jaffna. It
was the Executive Committee of the
Ceylon National Congress which
appointed the delegation under the
chairmanship of no less a person
than Mr. C. E. Corea, the illustrious
and distinguished father of the
Speaker of this august Assembly
The Tamils still remember that it
was Mr. C. E. Corea and his brother
Mr. Vietor Corea who were the
valiant fi~hters for the rights of the
Tamil people in that period of our
history. I am now referring to what
was known as the Sinhala-Tamil Pact

of 1925. In Jaffna it is known as the
Mahendra Pact, because it was
entered into in the residence of

Mr. Waitialingam Duraisamy, later
Sir Waitialincam. His residence is
known as “ Mahendra”. This pact
was entered into in that house;
therefore, in Jaffna it is referred to
as the Mahendra Pact.

This delegation consisted of Mr. C
E. Corea who led the delegation on
behalf of the Executive Committee
of the Ceylon National Congress,
Messrs. T. B. Jayah, George E. de
Silva, C. E. Victor S. Corea, M. H.
Jayatilake, M. A. Arul Anandam,
P. de S. Kularatne, R. S. S. Guna-
wardene and S. Muttiah.
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They went to Jaffna and met the
Tamil delegation consisting of
Messrs. W. Duraiswamy, A. Canaga-
ratnam, A. R. Subramaniam, L. R.
Spencer, F. Baily Mylvaganam, T. R,
Nalliah, S. C. Tambiah and S. R.
Rasaratnam. I believe Mr. S. Raja-
ratnam is still alive.

The two delegations met and en-
tered into that Sinhala-Tamil Pact
of 1925. I am now again quoting from
the handbook I referred to: it is a
long agreement but I am only quo-
ting the first paragraph which is re-
levant to my present argument.
This agreement was first placed be-
fore the general session of the Cey-
lon National Congress held in Kandy
in 1925. I quote :

“This Conference is agreed that as re-
gards the Legislative Council the repre-
sentation of the people of the Northern
and Eastern Provinces and of the Ceylon
Tamils in the Western Province and the
territorial representation of the rest of
the Islana in any future Constitution shall
be in the proportion of 1: 2 as at present.”

That again concerned this ques-
tion of representation and they fixed
the proportion at 1: 2. Then what
happened ? It was placed before the
general session but they did not come
to any decision either ratifying or
rejecting it; it was postponed for
consideration at a subsequent session.
The delegates could not come to a
decision on that agreement. That
agreement also contained the ratio
or proportion in which the Tamil
Mahajana Sabhai representing the
Tamils should be represented in the
Ceylon National Congress, and vari-
ous other matters about which we
need not worry now. But on that all-
Important Sinhala-Tamil Pact which
fixed the representation under any
future Constitution at one for Tamils
as against two for Sinhalese, no
decision was taken.

The next general session of the
Ceylon National Congress was held
in Galle in 1956. Strange to say, at
the previous general sessions it was
decided that this matter must be
brought up before the next session
of the congress, but at the very
next session this subject was not in-
cluded in the agenda prepared by
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the executive committee ; and so we
find Mr. C. E. Victor Corea raising
this question. We find from the re-
cords of the Ceylon National Con-
gress the following account of what
nappened at that congress. I am .
reading from the same handbook, at

page Ti1.

“ After the President’s address Congress
adjourned for half-an-hour for tea, and
when it re-assembled Mr., C. E. Victor
Corea asked the President permission to
ask a question unconnected with the
agenda. He rose to sound a discordant
note, but felt constrained to do so bq-
cause the matter affected the people's
confiaence not only in the Executive Com-
mittee of Congress but also the honour
of the whole nation. - )

The President said he did not like to
prevent Mr. Corea speaking, but he
thought Mr. Corea was only going to ask
a question.

Mr. Corea replied that his question must
be preceded by an explanation. He was
going to ask why a certain resolution has
been omitted.

The President replied that all those
matters had been submitted to the Execu-
tive Committee of Congress composed of
Associations representing the whole
Island and under those circumstances no
further explanation was necessary. Repre.
sentations in regard to the matter ought
to have been submittea to the Executive
Committee before the agenda was drawn

up.

Mr. Corea said he appealed to Mr.
Francis de Zoysa last year and he pro-
mised that the first thing to be discussed
this year would be the question of what
was called the Sinhalese-Tamil Pact,”——

I think Mr. Francis de Zoysa was the
president during the previous con-
gress sessions.—

“Mr. Francis de Zoysa said that was
not what he said.

Mr. Corea : I understood him to say that
the matter will be brought forward at a
special session of Congress.

Mr. Francis ae Zoysa: This is not a
special session.

Mr. Corea: That makes it much worse.

The President put it to Mr. Corea that
there was no use of his making one state-
ment and Mr. De Zoysa making another.
They had to proceed with the agenda and
if he had anything to speak Mr. Corea
would have the opportunity later on. He
did not think it was complete it for any-
body to speak outside the agenda which
wgts_ submitted by the Executive Com-
mitiee.
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Mr. P. Givendrasinghe said the Tamil-
Sinhalese Pact was a thing of the past
and coula not be brought up to-day.

Mr. Corea said he asked that question
merely in the interests of Congress, be-
cause the Tamil people had an idea that
Congress leaders were not to be trusted—
and that the words of the Sinhalese
leaders cannot be accepted.

The President said his advice to Mr.
Corea was that the matter might be dis-
cussed in Committee this evening and if
there was any proposal he could bring it
forward at the Executive Committee and
his hands were perfectly free in the
matter. He would ask Mr. Corea to stop
that discussion because it would not
forward the movement he had at heart
and because they did not want to sound
a dissentient note without any good
coming ouf of it.”

Then Mr. Francis de Zoysa was
called upon to move the first resolu-
tion of that session. Mr. Victor Corea
had charged Mr. Francis de Zoysa of
having sabotaged the Sinhalese-Tamil
Pact from being brought up before
the congress session, and Mr. de
Zoysa had given his own explana-
fion :

“ Mr. Francis de Zoysa in moving the
first resolution wanted to offer a word
of explanation. But Mr. V. S. Perera rose
to a point of order and said that if Mr.
Corea was not allowed to speak, Mr. de
Zoysa should also not be allowed. Mr. de
Zoysa said he was prepared to say nothing
if that was their wish but he thought a
word of explanation was due to Mr. Corea

and thought he would have the permis-
sion of the President.

Mr. Corea did not object but welcomed
the explanation.

Mr. de Zoysa said that Mr. Corea’s
question suggestea that the honour of the
Sinhalese in general and his in particular
was involved. It was true that there was
a resolution that was postponed at the
last session on the understanding that it
would be considered at a special session.
There was no understanding to bring it
at that sessions. Mr. Corea knew that the
matter was discussed in Committee and
on the motion of Mr. George E. de Silva
and several others who were the God-
Fathers of the Pact it was suggested that
they shoula not take up that question until
they ascertained the wishes of all the
communal associations in the country
which are not represented in Congress.”
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That was the reason that was given
for not bringing up that pact for
approval or ratification before that
session of the congress. Thus ended
the second Sinhalese-Tamil Pact.

Then, Sir, we come to the State
Council days. Hon Members are
aware that the question of the official
language of the country was brought
up before the State Council towards
the end of its career, and it was
decided solemnly—I know that the
Hon. the Prime Minister was against
that Motion at that time—that Sinha-
lese and Tamil should both be the
official languages of the country.

So much so that when the Soul-
bury Commission came here and held
sittings for the purpose of drafting
a new constitution for Ceylon, the
Commission went on the basis that
Sinhalese and Tamil would both be
the official languages of this country,
because the Legisiature at that time
had taken that decision. It was a
very solemn decision.

But what happened when they
started working the Soulbury Cons-
titution ? I should say it is a very
shameful episode in the history of
this country.

I should say that to the last the
Right Hon. D. S. Senanayake was
wedded firmly to that Resolution of
the Legislature of the country. So
much so that when Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike, after seceding from
the U.N.P.,, sent two resolutions
of the Sinhala Maha Sabha, one on
the question of language and the
other on the question of State reli-
gion, to the Legislature—I am not
quite certain as to where those reso-
lutions were brought up—the Rt.
Hon. D. S. Senanayake reprimanded
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike for his
attitude.

On the question of language, Mr.
Bandaranaike proposed that Sinhala
should be the only official 1anguage
of the country, but he qualified it by
saying that if the Tamils wanted it,
Taril too could be considered.
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I am happy to recount here that
the late Rt. Hon. Prime Minister re-
primanded Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike for that atiitude. I should like
to quote a passage from the Rt. Hon.
Prime Minister’s speech. While speak-
ing on the Appropriation Bill on 24th
July 1951, he said:

“Now I will tell you what our objec-
tions are to that resolution.”——

meaning the resolution on the lan-
guage.—

“As it is, it has been decided by this
House that Sinhalese and Tamil should
be the official languages. It is a decision
of this House and as such we as Ministers

- are pledged to give effect to it.—[OFFICIAL
REPORT, 24th July 1951 ; Vol. 10, c.1545.]

Then he continues:

“ Of course, there was another objection
to this resolution of the hon. Member
for Attanagalla, and it was this. We de-
cided that Sinhalese and Tamil should be
the national languages. We have appoint-
ea a Commission to give effect to that.
Wherever possible we get people with a
knowledge of Sinhalese and Tamil into
the Public Service ; we are going on with
the practice and are trying our best to
maintain it. How soon we will be able
to give effect to that decision of ours to
introduce Sinhalese and Tamil as the offi-
cial languages depends on the success of
the University and the pundits in this
field. The Commi-sion will see how that
could be done. In this instance, although
we decided that the official languages
should be Sinhalese ana Tamil, the Sin-
hala Maha Sabha resolution refers to
Sinhalese only and, if the Tamils like it,
Tamil also. In spite of the fact that it
was pointed out at the U. N. P. committee
meeting that the decision was that Sin-
halese and Tamil should be the official
languages and that we were doing our
best to introduce them, this resolution
places the Tamil language in a doubtful
position.

In fact, I remember the occasion when
at a U. N. P. committee meeting the ques-
tion of introducing Sinhalese and Tamil
as official languages was considered. There
were certain people at that meeting who
felt that Sinhalese should be the official
language, and the reason was the ancient
culture of the Sinhalese. It was then
stated that Tamils also could claim to
have a cult}tre of their own. Tt was ulti-
mately decided that if the culture of the
Sinhalese has to be preserved as it is to
the benefit of the community, then the
culture of the Tamils also has to be pre-
served. That was the decision of the
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U. N. P. That was the decision of this
Parliament. In spite of all that, to put
that decision now in an altogether varied
form and to keep the Tamil language in
suspense is not the right attitude. Of
course, the reason that was given for
having worded the motion in that way
was that the Sinhala Maha Sabha was
concerned with the Sinhalese, and if
Tamil was to be there also, they had no
objection. That shows the danger of
communal organizations dabbling in
politics in Ceylon.

That was what the Rt. Hon. Prime
Minister said in 1951 by way of re-
primanding Mr. S. W. R. D. Ban-
daranaike on that resolution.

But whalt did the U. N. P. do when
Mr. Bandaranaike was going about
the country propounding this one
official language theory ? Promptly
they met at Kelaniya and repudiated
all that the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister
had said, and decided on Sinhala
only. That is the third repudiation I
can think of in the history of this
country. And today the Tamils, as
I said, are in this plight of second-
class citizenship from that time
onwards.

As I said, Lord Soulbury and the
other Commissioners, when they
decided to give that dispensation and
the constitutional reforms that were
contained in their report, no doubt
were influenced by the fact that there
was this decision of the Legislature
lthat both Sinhala and Tami] should
be the official languages of the
country, and, therefore, they expected
that that would not be changed. But
at Kelaniya, and in 1956 in Parlia-
ment, we witnessed the repudiation
of that solemn resolution.

Then I come to the fourth repudia-
tion. We all know the history of this
period. The Soulbury Commissioners
came and the then Board of Ministers
submitted their scheme. The Tamil
Congress at that time put forward
the demand of « fifty-fifty ” for fear

of domination by the majority com-
munity.

E\.rentually the  Commissioners
dac*drﬁ on this basis: in the course
of evidence that was being given
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before the Commissioners, the Hon.
Dr. W. Dahanayake, then Mr. W.
Dahanayake, worked out the possible
representation of tha various commu-
nities and territcrial areas in this
country on the basis of 75,000
population and 1,000 square miles
of territory. He worked out the
probable number of members in
the future legislature on the basis
that that legislature would contain
101 members. He said there would
be 58 majority community members
and 43 minority community members.
The Commissioners asked him how
he had worked out the figures and
the Hon. Dr. Dahanayake gave evid-
ence of the basis on which he had
worked the figures.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I do not wish to interrupt the hon.
Member, but should he take so much
of time on the history of this matter?
We are discussing the White Paper.
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(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I shall take the shortest possible
time.

Finally, when the commissioners
sent their report it was found that
they had accepted Mr. Dahanayake's
working of the figures and had drawn
up a scheme on the basis of 58 to 43.

That did not satisfy Tamil Ceylon.
I do not mean thalt the proportion did
not satisfy them. I mean that the
whole report itself did not satisfy
Tamil Ceylon. Yet, on various
grounds the then leaders advised that
the r-port of the commissioners be
accented, but that advice was given
on the basis of appeals made by Mr
D. S. Senanayake, Mr. Molamure and
various others in the State Council,
asking the Tamils to trust them.

Mr. D. S. Senanayake, speaking on
the 9th November 1945 at a discus-
sion 1hat was taking place on the
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White Paper containing the Soulbury
Report, made this appeal which 1s re-
ported n Hansarp of Ithe State

Council :

¢« There was one thing that grieved and
pained me during the last few years, and
that is the suspicion that the minorities
had of the Sinhalese people. I felt that
we did not deserve that suspicion. I felt
that the members of all other communi~
ties who have lived with us for years
should not have suspected us. There was
no cause for suspicion. Yet, Sir, they had
their fears and they made their represen-
tations. 1 was grieved, I was painea, to
think that people with whom we had
lived for so long thought less of us oOr
were not able to trust us. Today I feel
more happy to realize that the members
of these communities are willing to co-
operate with us and be one community
rather than think of the fact that we are
to get a new Constitution. There is no
greater ambition in my life than to get all
these communities together.

I am glad there is hope in the hearts
of the minorities. There is determination
on our part to cement the good feelings
that exist in the country now. My good
Friend the Member for Balangoda (Mr.
Molamure) and the Minister of Local
Administration have given expression to
our feelings, and I can assure those com-
munities that every Sinhalese here is
worthy of the trust placed in us and will
not aisgrace our ancestors. We shall see
that that good feeling is fostered, as far as
the Sinhalese go, to the best of our
ability.—[OFrFiciaL. REPorT, 9th November
1945 ; Vol. 11, c. 7098.]

Then he said:

“ With regard to the minorities, whether
they were against me or whether they
were against anyone else, I say that we,
the Sinhalese, will show that we are
worthy of our race.”—[OFFIcIAL REPORT,
9th November 1945; Vol. 11, c. 7102.]

That was the appeal the Hon.
Prime Minister made, and Mr. Jega-
nathan Tyagarajah quickly res-
ponded. I need not take up the time
of this House referring to the appeals
made by other hon. Members, but I
would like to quote him. This is
what he said :

“Are we satisfled with the proposed
Constitution? We are not. We cannot
truly and honestly say that we are satis-
fied with the position. Tt is a raw deal,
particularly for the Tamils. But the ques-
tion arises as to what we should do in
regard to this matter. There are one or
two courses of action open to us. We can
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boycott the Constitution as we did in 1931.
Now we have learned by experience that
that is a futile course of action. We have
learned that it is utterly futile for us to
do so. There is another course we might
adopt, that is to come into the new Coun-
cil, not for the purpose of working the
Constitution, but for the purpose of
wrecking it or amending it in the way we
want. That is not a plan that is likely
to succeed. Neither of these courses
of action could I really recommend to my
community. We could not obstruct the
working of the new Council from within
or without.

What then are we to do ? Are we going
to raise a rebellion or co-operate ? My
advice to my community is undoubtedly
to make the best of the situation, to co-
operate with the majority community in
the hope that the professions made by the
Sinhalese leaders—the Hon. Leader, the
Hon. Minister of Health, the hon. Member
for Balangoda (Mr. Molamure) and
others—will be fulfilled in the future, and
also that the hopes expressed in the
Report itself will be fulfilled by them ana
that justice will be done to the minority
communities. Our future is in our own
hands. We cannot depend on Whitehall.”
—[OFriciaL REPORT, 9th November, 1945 ;
Vol. 11, ¢s. 7058-9.]

They all decided to accept the
Constitution and co-operate with the
Sinhalese. I say that they accepted it
because at that time it was estimated
that there would be 43 minority re-
presentatives in the Legislature and
58 majority representatives. But they
made one mistake: the members of
the Tamil Congress, including the
hon. Member for Kankesanturai
(Mr. Chelvanayakam), failed to in-
clude one safeguard even on that
basis. Our Constitution is unique in
the world in that it is the only Cons-
titution where franchise, the right of
the voters, is not provided for in the
Constitution itself but is provided for
instead in the Elections Order in
Council which could be amended by
a simple majority.

They examined the Soulbury Com-
mission Report and the draft Consti-
tution and found that Article 29 of
the Constitution provided some sort
of safeguard for the minorities ; that
it contained a restriction on the
amending powers of Parliament.
Therefore, at that time it was felt
that it was some sort of safeguard
for the minorities. They.  alsc
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thought that the ratio of 58 : 43 would
be permanent, that it would not be
tampered with, and that it served as
an adequate safeguard for the mino-
rities. Subsequent history, however,
has proved them wrong. I do not
know whether there was any discus-
sion on the matter but we presume
that it was deliberately done. I say it
was deliberately done for this reason.

~_ Some time in the latter part of 1960,
Sir Ivor Jennings, the author of the
Constitution, delivered a broadcast
talk over the B. B. C. in London, and
that talk was reported in “The
Listener ”. In that talk he said that
if he had in 1945 or 1946 the experi-
ence he had in 1960, the Ceylon Cons-
titution would have been different.
He went on to say wvarious things
about the discussions between him
and the Rt. Hon. D. S. Senanayake,
and he said he was very sorry that
at the time he drafted the Constitu-
tion he did not have the experience
that he later had.

The very first act after the accept-
ance of the Soulbury Constitution
was to pass the Citizenship Act and
the Elections Order in Council
Amendment Act, and we know the
consequences of those Aects—thou-
sands of people were disfranchised,
thousands of people were taken oyt
of the electoral registers, and the
ratio 43 : 53 disappeared. I may say
that that was the fourth repudiation.

Then, Sir, we come to the Indepen-
dence Act. I remember Mr. Sun-
tharalingam writing a letter ‘o the
party bemoaning the fact that he was
also responsible in a way for the
Tamil people’s plight in 1946. He
said that he trusted the Prime Minis-
ter the Rt. Hon. D. S. Senanayake.
Again, it was a request from London
that there must be a unanimous de.-
mand for independence, and in order
to get that unanimity from all the
communities the Rt. Hon. D. S. Sena-
nayake asked Mr. Suntharalinsam to
concur in and consent to the demand
for independence. He received rer-
tain promises from the Prime Min-
ister; oaceepted those promises, and
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gave his consent. But in 1946 he
wro.e a letter regretting that he did
that, and theretore he was partly
responsible for the plight of the
Tamils. Anyway, that is a matter
that we can get only Mr. Sunthara-
lingam to elucidale.

Then I come to the more modern
period, 1956. We all know that on the
5th of June 1956 the ‘ Sinhala cnly’
Bill was introduced in this House. We
also know the events that followed
it. Then the Federal Party met in
convention on the 19th of August
1956 and passed a resolution. That
was a momentous resolution, because
it contamed the aspirations and the
feelings of the Tamil people. It also
gave an ultimatum fto the then Go-
vernment. 1 would like to read that
resolution in full because it contains
the feelings of the Tamils, even after
50 years of struggle, to preserve their
identity in this country. They were in
a very dangerous position in 1956.
Their continued existence was in
jeopardy. So, on the 19th of August
1956 they resolved thus:

« YWhareas the present Unitary System
of Parliamentary Government has been
imposed most irrationally and unfairly on
a bilingual country like Ceylon.

And Whereas the democratic rights and
liberties of twoo and a half million Tamil-
speaking peoples have been gravely un-
dermined by reason of their helpless
dependence on the goodwill of six
million Sinhalese people, who return a
perpetual racial majority into Parliament
as exemplified by the present Mahajana
Eksath Peramuna Government Party,
which, without contesting a single consti-
tuency in the Tamil-speaking areas, was
yet able to obtain an absolute majority
in Parliament by reason firstly, of a
monstrous electoral device which enables
the majority Sinhalese people to secure
overwhelming weightage in Parliamen-
tary representation, and secondly, by
means of an aggressively racial election
cry for the establishment of Sinhalese as
the only official language over the whole
of Ceylon :

AND WHEREAS the promulgation of
the Sinhalese Only Act in the teeth of the
unanimous opposition of all Members of
Parliament representing Tamil-speaking
constituencies and its imposition on a
totally unwilling people indicate clearly
that the policy of the Government is 'to
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perpetrate the genocide of a people whose
history in this gountry is as ancient and
as glorious as wnat ol the Sinhalese and
whose language having a rich classical
heritage and a modern development is
one or the most advanced and progressive
of Eastern languages:

AND WHEREAS the racial majority in
Parliament had enactad citizenship and
franchise laws which have no parallel in
their machiavellian conception, and unaer
which one section of the Tamil-speaking
people have been rendered doubtful citi-
zens in their own homelands by reason of
their inability to prove their citizenship
if called upon to do so, and the other sec-
tion, consisting of 800,000 workers per-
manently settled in the plantation areas
and constituting the backbone of the
Island’s economy (most of whom have
been born in Ceylon and all of whom have
no other home but Ceylon), has been
deprived of civic and franchise rights
which it earlier enjoyed.

AND WHEREAS the colonization policy
pursued by successive Governments since
1947 of planting predominantly Sinhalese
population in the traditional homelands
of the Tamil-speaking peoples is calcu-
lated to overwhelm and crush the Tamil-
speaking peoples in their own national
areas :

This ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE
JLANKAI TAMIL ARASU KADCH]I,
assembled at TRINCOMALEE on the 19th
DAY OF AUGUST, 1956, solemnly dec-
lares in the name of the Tamil-speaking
people of Ceylon that the discriminatory
legislative and administrative measures
of the successive Governments of Ceylon
which are in direct violation of the basic
concepts of freedom and the fundamental
principles of civilized government, have
proved conclusively that the present
Unitary System of Parliamentary Govern-
ment has failed to ensure the elements of
aemocracy and has become the constitu-
tional instrument for the planned liquida-
tion of all the Tamil-speaking people in
Ceylon :

THIS CONVENTION, THEREFORE,
DEMANDS :—

1. The replacement of the present per-
nicious constitution by a rational
and democratic constitution based
on the Federal Principle and the
establishment of one or more
Tamil 1ir}guistic state or states in-
corporating all geographically
contiguous areas in which the
Tamil-speaking people are
numerically in a majority as
federating unit or units enjoying
the widest autonomous and resi-
duary powers consistent with the
unity and external security of
Ceylon ;
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2. The restoration of the Tamil Langu-
age to its rightful place enjoying
absolute parity of status with
Sinhalese as an official language
of the country ;

3. The repeal of the present citizenship
laws and the enactment in their
place of laws recognizing the
right to full citizenship on the
basis of a simple residential test
of all persons who have made
this country their home ; and

4. The immediate cessation of colonizing
the traaitionally Tamil-speaking
areas with Sinhalese people.

This convention further declares that
unless the Prime Minister and Parliament
of Ceylon take the necessary steps to
constitute a Federal Union of Ceylon by
the twentieth day of August one thou-
sand nine hundred and fifty seven the
Kadechi will launch direct action by non-
violent means for the achievement of this
objective.”

After passing that resolution the
country was organized to implement
it. And then the Hon. Prime Minister,
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike,
thought that the matter must be
settled. So he approached the party.
He approached the party ‘through an
intermediary. Judging from the sub-
sequent results of the various dis-
cussions and conferences, I should
say—I would like to have it placed
on record—that he chose an inter-
mediary who had no political ambi-
tions as in the case of 1965. He chose
Mr. Navaratnarajah, Advocate, now
Queen’s Counsel, who too at that
time had the confidence of the hon.
Member for Kankesanturai (Mr.
Chelvanayakam). Because he had no
political ambitions we were able to
enter into a very much better pact
known as the B-C Pact.

I have listened to the Hon. Prime
Minister trying to distinguish that
pact from the present pact that the
party has entered into with the
U. N. P. Firstly, he attacked it—as
the U. N. P. attacked the pact imme-
diately after it was entered into—on
the basis that the whole of the
Northern Province was to be made
a regional council and the Eastern
Province into two or more regional
councils. I ask, what is wrong in
that ? T ask with all solemnitv. what
is wrong? After all, the Federal

1968 223 11

2778
e Brf wen B8HYEE® cwldzm

Party or the Tamils of Ceylon did not
contemplate or cannot contemplate
cutting a slice from the Island of
Ceylon and taking it away, say, to the
Pacific Ocean and forming a separate
nation or State. The regional cour-
cils set-up was an administrative
arrangement. It was as much an
administrative arrangement as the
present D.C. proposals. There was no
question of having a separate army
for these regional councils! There
was no question of having a separate
police for regional councils | Anyway,
the then Prime Minister saw the
reasonableness of the request for
regional councils and conceded aad
accepted the request as reasonable.

The other basis on which this B-C
Pact was attacked was that coloniza-
tion powers were to be given to the
regional councils. I want to say this.
I think all are agreed today, and it
has been agreed right throughout the
past half a century, that the Northern
and Eastern Provinces were predo-
minantly Tamil provinces. In fact,
when this question was raised by the
U. N. P. at that time, after the B-C
Pact was entered into, Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike issued a statement ex-
plaining why he had recognized that
principle. That principle is contained
in a statement issued on 16th August
1957

“The Prime Minister recognised the
principle that the instrument of colonisa-
tion should not be used to convert the
Northern and Eastern Provinces into Sin-
halese majority areas or in any other
manner to the deteriment of the Tamil
speaking people of those areas.”

That was a reasonable fear which the
people of the Northern and Eastern
Provinces had.

In fact, I am very happy to say
that the present Prime Minister him-
self recognized this principle as being
a very reasonable one. I remember,
when we were having discussions on
the night of 24th March 1965 prepara-
tory to entering into the present pact,
we came to this identical question of
colonization schemes in the Easterm
and Northern Provinces. To be fair
by the Hon. Prime Minister, I would
like to disclose that he put up his
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hands and said, “Where are our
people, the Sinhalese people, to go if
they are not to be put in these vacant
lands ? 7 I would like to menticn that
in fairness to the Hon. Prime
Minis:er. When we explained to him
our fea:s, he saw the reasonableness
of our position and he was prepared
to concede. So that this question of
the colonization of the Eastern and
Northern Provinces cn which the
B-C Pact was attacked was more a

uestion of politics than a question of
the principles of the B-C Pact.

As I said at the very beginning of
my speeci, it is customary for politi-
cal parties to accuse one another say-
ing, “ You have conceded too much
to the Tamils,” and so on. It was
really a campaign based on that
rather than on the merits and de-
glerits of the provisions of the B-C

act.

It is common knowledge that,
under pressure, Mr. Bandaranaike
tore up that pact. Of course, person-
ally speaking, I had no confidence
even at the time when the pact was
entered into that anything would
come out of it.

On 28th July 1957 when represen-
tatives of the Federal Party led by
the hon. Member for Kankesanturai,
including myself, met the late Prime
Minister and other Ministers in the
Prime Minister’s room to finalize the
pact which came to be known as the
B-C Pact, we discussed wvarious
matters point by point and reached
agreement. But when it came to the
question of the delegation of powers
by the Ministers, there was trouble.
The Ministers then present were not
prepared to delegate powers, »nd so
Mr. Bandaranaike was in difficulty.
He had to pacify his own Ministers,
and he requested us to give him an
opportunity to do so. So the repre-
sentatives of the Federal Party left
the office room and r=amained outside
while the Prime Minister discussed
with his Ministers. Later on we came
back and continued with our discus-
sions.

At that moment of time it occurred
to me that, whether that nact was
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concluded or not, under some pretext
or other it would be repudiated.
Eventually, as it turned out, it was
repudiated.

Finally, we come to the presenti
pact between the U.N.P. and the
Federal Party. After the elections
we arrived in Colombo on the 24th
March.

Speaking for myself, I must say
that I was completely ignorant of any
discussions between the represen-
tatives of the United National Party
and of the Federal Party that pre-
ceded our arrival in Colombo. Later
on I came to know that certain inter-
mediaries had met the Hon. Tiru-
chelvam—then simple Mr. Tiruchel-
vam—and he had gone to Jaffna at
the request of the United National
Party to discuss with the Federal
Party on what terms they would give
their support, if it became necessary,
to the TUnited National Party.
Earlier I was completely ignorant of
all that. I believe I must have been
in some island cut off by sea at that
time. But I came later to realize that
it was deliberately kept from me as
a secret. It was deliberately kept
from my knowledge because many
of my colleagues and Mr. Tiruchel-
vam knew my attitude to many of
these issues. Anyway, I was not
aware of what discussions had taken
place earlier. I was not even
aware of the fact that represen-
tatives had come to Jaffna to discuss
these terms. But before we set out
for Colombo I came to know that we
were going to have discussions with
the United National Party or, to be
more specific, we were going to meet
the Hon. Prime Minister and one or
two others to discuss the terms on
which we were expected to give our
support for the formation of a
government.

I want to make this quite clear. I
find that the Hon. Tiruchelvam has
given an interview to the “Daily
News ”, the report of which is pub-
lished in the issue of 8th June 1968.
For the first time in that interview he
has come out with a certain fact of
which I was completely ignorant at
that time.
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We had agreed that the Working
Committee would meet the United
National Party representatives to dis-
cuss terms because, we were
informed, that was the only offer be-
fore the Federal Party at that time.
Undoubtedly, Mr. Tiruchelvam told
us that he had contacted the Coalition
representatives but he did not tell us
at that time what they had offered or
what he had demanded.

I now find that for the first time
the Hon. Tiruchelvam comes out with
this statement. He sets out in this
reported statement which was pub-
lished in the Ceylon “Daily News ”
of 8th June 1968 what happened in
the course of the 23rd and the morn-
ing of the 24th March. This is what is
stated :

“The mee'ing between himself and
representatives of the coalition parties
took place at 1 p.m. or thereabouts and
Mr. ' B Ilangaratne, Mr. Kalugalla, Mr.
Maitripala Senanayeke, and Mr.
Badiuddin Mahamood were present. These
four persons were no doubt present on

behalf of Mrs. Bandaranaike and indeed
had been sent by her.”

Then he goes on to say :

“Mr. Ilangaratne appeared to be the
spokesman of this group and he desired
the assstance of the Federal Party to
form a government, and he also wanted
to know what our terms were. ”

Mr. Tiruchelvam continues :

“I told him that the Federal Party
desired nothing more than the Bandara-
naike-Chelvanayagam Pact and nothing
less than the Bandaranaike-Chelvanaya-
gam Pact.”

The most significant admission
comes Nnow :

“Mr. Ilangaratne and his three
colleagues did not object to these terms.”

I was amazed when I read this
interview on the part of Mr. Tiru-
chelvam. This is news to me. On that
day, on the 24th, we had no inkling
of what he had demanded, or what
the Coalition had to offer. Had we
any knowledge, I am not too sure
what the Working Committee might
have decided. The Working Com-
mittee might very well have decided
—I say, might very well have
decided, I do not know--to accept
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the implementation of the Bandara-
naike-Chelvanayakam Pact. They
might very well have. I do not know.
But why was this kept away from
us? When I say “us” I mean the
elected representatives of the
Northern and Eastern Provinces.

2. 98, LB Qwn, (e3P
Sy

(8w erew. erib. Q& 1or ewt) & a1 1y,
&)

(Mr. S.
ruppu)

We will reply to you.

M. Rasamanickam—Paddi-

8. MY > e,

(B . pargerib)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

The other day the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa had something to say
about Mr. Tiruchelvam’s meeting
Mrs. Bandaranaike. I do not know
whether that had anything to do with
it. But I am really amazed.

On a comparison, the present pact
between the Federal Party and the
United National Party falls far
short of the terms of the Bandara-
naike-Chelvanayakam Pact, as the
Hon. Prime Minister admitted. Every-
body knows that.

I remember, the Hon. Minister of
State, when he visited Jaffna repeated
on a number of occasions: “Once
bitten twice shy.” Because the
Federal Party had been bitten once,
they would naturally fight shy of
placing any further trust in the
S.L.F.P. I am not quite sure of this.
I would like it to be placed on
record that although the late Mr.
Bandaranaike tore up the Bandara-
naike-Chelvanayakam Pact, there
were very important promises which
he honoured for nine years from 1956
onwards. There was no colonization
of the Eastern Province or of the
Northern Province. He honoured his
promise faithfully.

Political parties of course may say
so many things from public plat-
forms, but that is not the point,
Even-iothough Mr. Bandaranaike
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had torn up the Bandaranaike-

Chelvanayagam Pact, I am quite
sure the Working Committee of the
Federal Party would have acted in a
different way if at that time we
knew anything about this prepared-
ness on the part of the Coalition
representatives, Mr. Ilangaratne and
company, to implement the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact.

Why have I traced the history of
these pacts during the past half
century ? It is merely to show that
pacts, agreements, arrangements and
understandings between the com-
munities and political parties are not
going to save the Tamil people. We
have had a series ot repudiations. We
cannot rely on these pacts.

Now take the present pact itself.
As I said, there has only been a pre-
tence at implementation. Take the
language clause of this pact: can we
say that the regulations that were
passed on 8th January 1966 are a sin-
cere implementation of the clause in
the agreement ? I say no.

Take this clause in the pact:

« Action will be taken early under the
Tamil Language (Special Provisions) Act
to make provision for the Tamil Language
to be the language of administration and
of record in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces. Mr. Senanayake also explain-
od that it was the policy of his party that
a5 Tamil-speaking person should be
‘entitled to transact business in Tamil
throughout the Island.”

That was ‘the clause of the agree-
ment that we entered into with the

U.N.P.

aé oy Fodewm

(@&ar T 6y 915 & T eI )
(An hon. Member)

When ?

3. L »HO Dcn.

(B of. pour gerth)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

On 24th March 1965 at midnicht at
Dr. M. V. P. Peiris’ house. There was
no “Tamil also”. Tamil was to be
the language of administration in
the Northern and Eastern Provinces.
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Can we say that the regulations
that have been passed by this House
are a genuine fulfilment or imple-
mentation of this clause ? I am afraid
it is a very, very wide deviation. We
have got nothing. Even in the imple-
mentation of those regulations, what
do we find ? Those regulations are
more dead than implemented, as far
as I can see.

Now take the question of public
servants. It formed a very vital part
of the agreement between the Federal
Party and the U.N.P.

adL RIE ot 31N
(Qserre L ofl Co@priuss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Public servants ?

8. »DEW »O .
(5w - peurGerih)
Mr. V. Navaratnam)
Public servants.

ad RE o NN
(Qsorrey L ofl Crepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Where ?

8. »EN »HO Own.
(@@' 7. pourgerib)
Mr. V. Navaratnam)
I will explain that.

When we met and discussed the
terms on which we were fto co-
operate with the United National
Party——

ad RAE ot NN
(Qsorra 1L ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

We discussed the matter of public
servants ?

8. ML »HE e,

(8w oF. posrgarid)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I will come to that, Sir. Those
who participated at that contference
were the Hon. Prime Minister and
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the Hon. Minister of State on behalf
of the United National Party, and the
hon. Member for Kankesanturai
(Mr. Chelvanayakam), the hon.
Member for Nallur (Dr. Nagana-
than), the Hon. Minister of Loecal
Government and myself on behalf of
the Federal Party.

aG VAE e N
(Csorres L1 ofl Coeypriuss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

We discussed the matter of public
servants ?

3. »IEY DO O,

(8@ of. pargari)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I will come to that. As you
know, the original agreement as we
formulated it was in my hand-
writing. It was written down by
me. At the conclusion of the agree-
ment it was typed by me. I think
the Hon. Mnister of State will bear
me out on that. But in the manus-
cript document, if ever it sees the
light of day—I do not know whether
it will—towards the tail-end, there is
this statement :

“In regard to the public servants
Mr. Senanayake emphasized that the
policy of his party was that public ser-
vants of certain categories should know
both lansuages and that public servants
who have....”

and it stopped. We should remem-
ber that the discussions were carried
on under great tension. The Hon.
Prime Minister will remember that
there was an air of tension around
the rumour that Mrs. Bandaranaike
was making representations to His
Excellency the Governor-General
that she had the support of the
Federal Party and that she should
be called upon to form the Govern-
ment ; that the TUnited National
Party was delaying. Information
had reached us at tnat time that
Mrs. Bandaranaike might go to
Queen’s House at any moment. It
was in that situation of tension that
we were formulating these terms.
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Sre@n By 2 e,

(San. @ amawrenflésin)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

Were you there the whole time ?

8. »EW DO @ca.

(ﬁ@ oF. peurgerid)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

Yes.—[Interruption.] I hope there
will be no more interruptions.
When we came to this part of the
agreement, that is in regard to pub-
lic servants, it was suggested that
the agreements we had arrived at
could be implemented by adminis-
trative directions and that they need
not form part of the written agree-
ment. Therefore it was dropped.

Sres@ 53 @ s,
(‘Q@ @) rraiwrentldasih)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

You were not there all the time. I
was there at the conference.

8. DS O ®cx.
(8@ . pairgenis)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)
You were never there.

S BN @ Des,

(5. QrrFwrenflésis)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

You were not there all the time.
Ask the Prime Minister. I was the
person who was there right through.
Ask the Prime Minister and the
Minister of State. You were there
only part of the time.

3. »OSH O Des.

(8w . pourgarib)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I am speaking about March 24th.—
[Interruption.] We will see about

that. T can challenge you—[Interrup-
tion.]

Bewdds DS15NGEDHHO
(2-u Furprus; oyeuiser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Please
your speech.

continue
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8. »HSN »HO Dean.

(B o pargeartd)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

Produce that original document.

&3 BN e D,
(8- @ rr&wrenflésd)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)
What document ?

8. »E »HS Vwn,

(Bl . pargerid)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

The original document
handwriting.

in my

&3 By @ D,

(Blm. @rrewrenlésid)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

You must have written it and put
< it in your pocket.

Bowids DSNGDHHS

(eL1 SUTBTUST Syl &6rT)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Please do not in-
terrupt. Other hon. Members can
speak later and reply. Let the hon.
Member for Kayts continue his
speech without interruption.

8. »é » V.

(8 o paurger)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I hope I will not be interrupted.
Now, on this question of public
servants what has the Federal Party
done ? They have just let them
down very unceremoniously.

It was stated even in the United
National Party election manifesto
that certain categories of Sinhalese
officers must study Tamil and cer'tain
categories of Tamil officers must
study Sinhala. It was nothing new.
So, at that time it was repeatedly said
that that would be the policy of the
Government. But what do we find
today ? The Federal Party had right
along been telling the Tamil public
servants, “Do not study Sinhala. We

Bewldm 938 PeFaCw
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will stand by you.” And so there were
hundreds of public servants who
took the request of the Federal
Party seriously and did not study
Sinhala. Now, afier the formation of
the National Government, when these
very same public servants wen' to the
Federal Party and asked them, “What
is our plight ? What is our position ?

2 are being compelled w0 study
Sinhala. We are not being confirmed
in our posts. Our increments are
stopped.”—now I suppose such incre-
ments have been restored. But as far
as the confirmation of officers is con-
cernad there are still a number of
them about whose future nobody
knows—what did the Federal Party
and the Hon. Minister of Local
Government say ? They said, “ Wait.
Do not be in a hurry. When the dis-
trict councils are set up you will all
be transferred to the district coun-
cils and you will not be required to
study Sinhala.” That was the
assurance given by the Hon.
Minister of Local Government and
my Friends of the Federal Party.
What do wa find today ? I look at my
Friends of the Federal Party and ask
them this question.

oé 95y Rolewwy
(Qearras 9mssE Sauraser)
(Hon. Members)

Ask it.

8. VS O e,

(8. off. pargerid)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

Right along we have been resisting
the Sinhala Only Act. The Sinhala
Only Act was passed and enacted into
law in this House when we were all
performing satyagraha at the Galle
Face Green, in the teeth of opposition
from the Tamil people. The Tamil
Language (Special Provisions) Act
was enacted into law when we were
all held in detention at “ Stanmore
Crescent ” bungalow and in our res-
pective houses. It was enacted into
law while holding us in forcible de-
tention. We wera never a party [fo
the enactment of those laws. Right
throughout till now we have been
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opposed to those two Acts. The ques-
tion I wani to ask from my Friends
of the Federal Party is this. Hava
you now =zcenpted the Sinhala Only
Act ?—[Interruption]. Let me not be
disturbed, please. Have you wzccepted
the Sinhala Only Act? I snou.d like
to have a cat:gorical answer from th.
hon. Members of the Federal Party.
I hope my hon. Friends will not try
to prevaricate. I want a categorical
answer.

B30T &8 DSI1BNGDHDY
(eu Furprus; Syeurser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

No reply can be given when the
hon. Member is on his feet.

8. 524 O &,

(8. of. pargerid)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

The hon. Member for Kankesan-

turai undoubtedly refers to Clause 23
of the Bill when he says:

“ fe ol Gsar pri @phpEQETeTET (AT S 3
eTetiLImSud  BUeh 1o mysseilovdey

He says, “I do not deny that there
are clauses which we cannot accept ”,
but still he has some very strange
argument as to why they should be
accepted. Very sirange argument!
They say they are a party to the draft
Bill ; they themselves put in that
clause, and in the same breath for
the benefit of 'he readers in the Tamil
areas, they say, we have not accepted
that. Further, h2 goes on to say, “We
will still continue to fight the Sinhala
Only Act”—that is much more
strange—and in the same breath he
say, “We accept the Sinhala Only
Act for the purpose of the district
councils.”

What would happen, I ask you, 'to
the public servants who are going to
be seconded or transferred to these
district councils ? What would hap-
pen to the assurance that you have
given to the Tamil public servants
that they need not study Sinhala and
that eventually when the district
councils are set up they can go to the
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district councils and work in Tamil ?
How do you reconcile that argument
wilt. Clause 23 ?

I say, Sir, that this White Paper is
a child of incompetence, deception
and frustration. The Federal Party
w.nts to go to the Tamil areas and
Il ce on public platforms the wax
..cure of a charming woman be-
c2cked, shall I say, with the brilliance
o. a braceiet, necklace, chain and ear-
studs, all beautifully decked, and say
to the people: “Here, we have
brought to you the charming woman
we promised you.” Nevertheless,
when the people approach the figure
they will realize that it is only a wax
figure.

That is one aspect of the White
Paper. There is another aspect, and
I should lik 2 to warn the Tamil people
that this is a Trojan horse.

o eS8, ad. LwdiRm

(Qaerrar Com. opf. sueurger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

How can a woman be a horse ?

ad WRE e ik
(Osorres 1 ofl Cr@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
It must be a Trojan mare !

3. »HAEHN 5O ©ca.
(8- . pourseri)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

Looked at from another angle it is
a Trojan horse. As far as I can see,
this measure, this proposal for the
establishment of district councils, is
not in the best interests of the
Tamil people. I sincerely feel that
there are some very obnoxious and
pernicious provisions, particularly the
language provisions, which we can-
not accept. I appeal to the Federal
Party not to commit the present and
the future generations of Tamils to
something so dangerous as this. That
is what I sincerely feel about the
proposals contained in the White
Paper. But if you want to have this
measure, then I would not want to
stand in your way. I certainly
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would not stand in the way and obs-
truct it. But I would appeal to you,

even at this late hour, not to press on

the Government to go ahead with
these proposals. It is not too late
even NOW. Maybe the Hon.
Prime Minister is having his
own difficulties. At the same time I
am appealing to the Members of the
Federal Party not to press on him to
go ahead with this scheme. I am not
asking them to withdraw their sup-
port to the Government. No! Let us
continue to have a stable government
for the duration of the period of this
faxiliament. That is what I sincerely
eel.

aé O §obews

(QzorTou g,y.ﬁ'r&;f;rsswi" g_a@ani‘)
(An hon. Member)
Cross over !

S. 5245 »HO .

(B - 5T Sa@TLD)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

But, for the sake of satisfying your
vanity or your pride, do not insist
on going through with this measure.
Many people really do not know and
they may not have the capacity to
understand the implications of this
measure. You have been elected as
representatives of the people to look
into and examine various measures to
see whether they are in the interests
of the people or not. But this mea-
sure I believe is your own creation,
not in the original form but still it
is your own creation. I do not mind
if it is a harmless measure, if it is a
worthless or useless scheme. But my
humble opinion is that you are com-
mitting the Tamil people to some-
thing that they can never recover
from. They believed you when you
declared from a number of platforms
that you would fight the language
policy to the last, that you would
safeguard the rights of the Tamils to
the last. but I say that this is a gross
betrayal of those assurances and pro-
mises.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order please! The Sitting is sus-
pended for 30 minutes. On resump-
tion the hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will take the Chair.

4’80 %0 emmCd DmOMmEDD g BQem
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poed [E od. :dd enedd O]
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ULE, BamGl  -20buwrdiH ol Gupasseier 2.U
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5260600, g5 TIEIE @) TS GT .

Sitting  accordingly suspended  till
430 p.v. and then resumed. MR. DEPUTY

CHAIRMAN OF CoMMITTEES [MR. G. d.
Paris PERera] in the Chair.

D EBT T AFCUTIT

3. »SY »ES S,

(;@@ oF. pourgartd)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

Before I conclude, Mr. Chairman,
I want to say a few more words. I
have known my master in politics,
the Leader of the Federal Party, for
more than 20 years. I have worked
with him. I happen to know his
way of thinking and the way in
which he led the party. Today I am
really unable to understand how he
could support a scheme for the
establishment of district councils as
we find contained in this White
Paper.

Everything we fought for, every
principle, every policy, every pro-
mise that we have been fighting for
during the last 20 years is nullified
now. So, I have been trying to
understand his present way of think-
ing. Now, probably, I can only
explain it by citing a passage from
the speech made by a former Mem-
ber for Kankesanturai.

Speaking in the Debate on the
White Paper containing the Soulbury
Proposals, Mr. Natesan, the then
Member for Kankesanturai said this.
After arguing the case for the accept-
ance of the Soulbury Report he
said :

“Few people, Sir, amongst the Tamil
community will dispute my competence

to interpret the culture and rivilization of
the Tamil race. They might dispute my
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:ompetence to give advice in any other
rection, but I believe few will dispute
my interpretation of the Tamil culture
and civilization. I have to remind tihe
Tamils of the advice which has been given
to genecauons and generations of Tamil
youths who have gone to school and
learned Tamil poetry—the wisdom and
sense of the great Tamil teachers and
law-givers. I will remind them of the
age-long advice which was given to the
Tamil people by a poetess whose name is
one of honoured memory in all the house-
holds of the Tamil people, a name that
is on the lips of all children of the Tamil
community—the poetess Avvai. She said,
“@L 1 gmruler Qeu Q_eor wp”
“If you can’t get a thing for which you
have worked hard, forget it completely.”
Do not go on with a feeling of sulkiness.
That has not been the Tamil attitude to-
wards life. It has been an attitude of
hope, everlasting hope. [OFFICIAL REPORT,
State Council, 9th November 1945; Vol
I, c. 7028.]

It is obvious that the present hon
Member for Kankesanturai (Mr.
Chelvanayakam) has chosen to
follow this precept of his predecessor.
I believe that is the only way in
which I can understand his present
attitude in regard to the problems,
the issues, the ideals and the objec-
tives which led to the Federal Party
being founded 20 years ago and
which I suppose have today culmi-
nated in the presentation of this

White Paper as a solution.

And so, standing on the Floor of
this august House, flanked by the
statues of those two illustrious and
doughty fighters for the Tamil cause,
Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan on
the right and Sir Ponnambalam
Arunachalam on the left, I give this
message to the Tamil people :

Do not lose heart. You have had
a glorious past. Traitors may have
sold your present. Your future will
be as glorious as your past. Only
work for it. Suborn self and work
for the freedom of the Tamil people.
Students in the wuniversities and
colleges, young men in the farms
and fields, factories and work offices
must devote themselves to sustained
work and never slacken their efforts
until we reach our cherished goal.

Nineteen years ago, on the 18th of
December 1949, Tamils from all
parts of Ceylon gathered in conven-
tion and solemnly decliared that
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political autonomy was our goal.
Unless we have Home Rule we can
never enjoy that autonomy. Let us
stand by that objective without
swerving and work fo achieve it.
When the country was debating the
question whether to accept or reject
the Soulbury Constitution, our
Sinhalese brethren appealed to us to
co-operate with them to give that
scheme a trial. I am convinced more
than ever, as indeed every Tamil in
this country is convinced, after 20
years of such co-operation in work-
ing the Soulbury scheme, that if this
Constitution continues to be worked
for another 20 years the Tamils in
this country will be reduced to the
level of hewers of wood and draw-
ers of water. It is only under Home
Rule that we can have full autonomy
and the full right to manage our
own affairs. It is only under Home
Rule that we can enjoy absolute
equality in everything. And it is
only under Home Rule that we can
protect our language, culture and
religion—in short, the glorious heri-
tage that our Tamil forefathers have
handed down to us from generation
to generation from the dawn of
history.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman, I have not
risen here today to wash dirty linen.
It is as a Ceylonese, as a Muslim and
an Independent Member that I have
risen here to express my views inde-
pendently.

In any democracy, a full measure of
self-government is the ideal devoutly
to be wished for, but circumstances
at present militate against the attain-
ment of this ideal in this land of ours.

We are not a homogeneous people.
We tend to think in terms of commu-
nities, religions and race before we
think of ourselves as Ceylonese. In-
evitably our attitudes are influenced
by considerations of community, race
and caste, and action begets re-
-action.
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In this context I wonder whether
any of our statesmen can solve com-
munal problems which have been
amidst us for thousands of years or,
even if they wished to, whether the
climate and the context will admit of
or lend themselves to such reconcilia-
tion.
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This will only be an additional

luxury, an addition to the Ilocal
bodies and the district co-ordinating
committees. It would be a waste of

funds and energy.
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“ Action Committee of 23 Muslim orga-
nizations urge opposition to District
Councils Bill. Badiuddin Mahmud, Chair-
man. "’
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I am reading from the “ Al-Eslam ”
of April 1967. It is a monthly paper
edited by very prominent graduates.

“The establishment of District Coun-
cils will spell doom to the Muslim com-
munity in the country, and especially to
those Muslims living in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces. This is the considered
opinion of three big Muslim Organiza-
tions in the country.

The President of the Islamic Socialist
Front, Mr. Badi-ud-din Mahmud, the
Life Patron of the All-Ceylon Moors
Association, Sir Razik Fareed, and the
Pregident of the All-Ceylon Muslim
IL.eague, Dr. M. C. M. Kaleel, all said in
one voice, ‘We are firmly and vehe-
mently opposed to the idea of District
Councils. It constitutes a major threat to
the Muslims in the country.’”

ad Oy Holewwy
(Qasorre oymsssour e aHaIT )
(An hon. Member)

No !

c»nD &€ .
(@)L @psiciog oyab) )
(Mr. Mohamed Ali)
Let them deny it.
others to deny it.

I do not want

G 0. 6

e HowlEs WSRO
(@@c’;&&’@(ﬂﬁﬁ?’ B L Tg{éj@ﬂfr&o‘anf U Har )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please ! Mr. Deputy Speaker
will now take the Chair.

EDNGD W Wy, BeWEn smoBHS
Qrumewsy QP DewnwY WMewldyn WDCIZNGD
D Yrusnd .

2 Gt MG, @lpdseier U SHTTFET 26Ul
soi 2SBineen s Sallern Brsbel, o UFUTHIWSI

2@ THET SO & n@@@ﬁ&@i’? .

Whereupon MRr. DEpPUTY CHAIRMAN OF
CommiIrTEES left the Chair, and MR.
DEPUTY SPEARER took the Chair.

o1 ®R ¢ Q.
(@@)LI (ApsLoL G ,3/6{}?)
(Mr. Mohamed Ali)

oL FuUTETLST SeuisCGer, Brer IOLIG)
Po LGHNmEsE stwssmssbr ordsss

@asrran%nq.@a?@sﬁr@ps&r

“Sir Razik said—‘I am dead against
this. We can serve not two mas‘ers but
onedhe establishment of District Coun-
cilsowill reduce the position of Muslims
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to minorities in all leccal government ‘What roused our suspicions were,’” he

institutions where they are in a majority  said ‘not so much the setting up of the
now. We will rather prefer to be as we Councils as the attempt to join 3 or 4
are. We, the Mocrs and the Malays, will Councils into one larger_Counc;I. _This is
not help the Federal Party to a division what will make a Muslim majority into

of Mother Lanka.’ a minority.’”
Added Sir Razik—‘You can give this i =
with my compliments.’ S8 BN DO e,
The President of the Islamic Socialist (B @orewrenflasis)
Front, Mr. Badi-ud-din Mahmud,hsai(cil— (Mr. Rasamanickam)
‘We are completely opposed to the idea . .
of District Councils as envisaged by the Was this published before or after

Federal Party. It will undermine the the White P aper ?
position of the Muslims in all local gov-

ernment institutions.’ CONER ¢l @w.
He added—‘During my recent visit to (@)L @psib g el
the Eastern Province I discovered that (Mr. Mohamed Ali)
there was tremendous opposition among
the Eastern Province Muslims to the idea Before.
of District Councils.’ WV
Mr. Mahmud also emphasized two S5 B 2@ @ms
points—Firstly, that Ceylon is our—” (@ @ureiomentlssth)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)
NG sy HDdewny Then it is out of date.
(Csorrar _oymssseai GRILY)
PP = @A
(An hon. Member) SN ¢ .
What was his idea during the last (@)L apaibiwg y6f)
Government ? (Mr. Mohamed Ali)
They are leaders who know.—
@0 @D &€ ©ca. [Interruption.]
(2@ apsibw g 9yafl ) BTG DT LD g5 56 Qareraren st Quira
(Mr. Mohamed Ali) @povallmsong@n  Re  wrs, eirry U5

Ask him. Sflersaer @) mas@er pear. Y Zoons @re”
“ Firstly, that Ceylon is our motherland & Q@ wr st LgGiflos Qwsapa. G

and we Muslin'gs_ should therefore not L1 &5 ien s emis (LPSLDLD 519 m@eﬁ;f}:&gmr@j“ﬂ
agree to any division of the country, and,

. ENEA Ay I 56y Q&
secondly, that we should register our I%@F @ewdarh _syevismer Sops yeis

protest against any attempts to set up  “ pifes _garauen (DT S & B Ligy ) Sage
District Counecils. S = o :
o sFmsGorr () G . (LpadT )57 Lb & 1t Gt
Dr. Kaleel, the President of the All- Qoo B @ rsl i i i I
Ceylon Muslim League, said—. o0 BOIBGTad. 5B ediar He)
: _ S ESST 1w Qb mrey Qms aurfed
We have opposed the idea of Distriet %

Councils right from the beginning 2% : " Covortor gidane Sonres gue
togej;h;r with the UNP who  werps g
carrie on a Dpropaganda against T e el St T . .
Fe‘ﬁ1 eralisgll throughout ~ the c01g1ntry. rEDE baSGle—povellibaer gl Ae
en e S. L. F. P. govern. o 19 &).
ment was prepared to concede District ) Ul 2 0 2
Councils what the Muslims objected to “TESLLBASLGSE Fwrrr& ol g,
was the bringing together of District
SOU.I!CIIS in the Eastern and Nortllernw © &BaviowTert o1 BiILs @ enernd GUHLD LOTRILL

rovinces into one body. This, the 4 Foou pase CsrsralaT Gaisnda 2 B e ‘@rbmnrg

CPBE. @b SiTEweTHIL e miGle L& Gliflem s
Dr. Kaleel added—* Even today we feel <dosEL Guig smendla srsmmsn EAL.o
that if District Councils are set up, and.
more important, permitted to coalesce, the DGO IF HIGT G THSET .
Muslims will be reduced to the positionsy  tainacs . wes
of minorities where they hold sway now.
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Muslims felt, will lead to Federalism.
Oriigs. @omsllle (WLevelld  oG&e  LgUTLL)
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e are already in a minority in the - pTer Osriijm  erfén il oL
Sinhalese districts. We will now be
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“To represent 45 per cent of the
Muslim community in the Batticaloa
district there were only three village
council chairman while to represent
nearly 55 per cent of the Tamils there
were 22 village council chairmen. The
Minister of Local Government Mr. M.
Tiruchelvam had already made attempts
to split certain areas so as to increase the
number' of seats that may be held by the
Tamils in certain local government areas.
These attempts were being made to
strengthen their power and to grab more
power under the proposed District
Councils Bill.”
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Did you say 350,000 are living in
the Neorthern and Eastern Provinces ?
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(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

The minority Tamils, the depressed
class.
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(Mr. Dharmalingam)

What did you do to them in 1914-
1915 ?
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(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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(B @rrswreflésin)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

We asked for a full-fledged univer-
sity for the Muslims and Tamils.
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(Blm yi. o8- Coeypruss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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(B Qrrewrenféain)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

You are living in the nineteenth
century.

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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0ok BNONDBY
(Qira&L i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

There is not a single Muslim village
where the headman is a Tamil.
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(5 oy of. Caapriuss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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(Sln @rrewrefléasn)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

Gramasevakas were recruited
through a competitive examination.
There must have been a grama-
sevaka of a different community
recruited.

08, & ot s S,

(B yi- 5. Corempruss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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(8 @rrawrenissis)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

Even now there are Tamil teachers
in Muslim schools.

BIcwlEn DS BNGDTD

(21 FuTHTUGT Iouiser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Please do not interrupt; the hon.
Member will get his chance to reply.

S B 8 D
(B @oreierentlsain)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

He is talking rubbish.

B En DA BNEDDS
(e suTpTWST SjeuTser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

That is all right. That is your
opinion. It is his business to speak.

@l &. e 5Nz .

(8 gyt 83 Coeypruss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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WEOEY a® @cs.
(B, siwelish)
(Mr. Dharmalingam)

At Mutur you accepted a Muslim
candidate.

B30T &3 D BNHEDS)
(2l &FUTBTLST 9j6ul Ser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Are you anxious to prolong his
speech ?
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(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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D|IDE FIT )

(The “Heon L B
Minister of Finance)

M@ S BDEemwIe ?

Wanninayake—

O Y BDbocey
(Qsorre oymssser NGRIL,
(An hon. Member)

©&> B BewrYe ?

8. 8. o W D,
(8w i 88 Coepruds)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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(Qaerres oymsssear HaIT )
(An hon. Member)
O e B erfwewse ?

@03, &. otf e O,

(8. gy 8 Coepprusa)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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B3ewI s D ENGDD

(oL surTprusi oyeuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

How is it relevant to this Debate ?

8. & ow s O,
(5@ oyt o8- Craypriss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

I want to show that Muslims
cannot live within the area of a
district council which is Hindu-
dominated. That is what I am trying
to prove.
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3ol Sef e BBYBe® ewddnx
a& Bewldn D%, @b
godBinearsy @8c @y gD
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e® gl@md B} RNEO® BEewg wiriewm.

CoRcmEw sharnHHY

(QL_réi i prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I shall ask you a question: is it
not a fact that you got Mr. Keerthi-
ratne whipped when he contested ?

@8, & o s D,
(Bl i 8. Cogypriss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

Are you addressing your question
to me or to the Hon. Prime Minister ?

D& RVAE ot N
(Qsorre; -t afl Crepriss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Are you assuming that I got
Mr. Keerthiratne whipped ?

@8, & e sumem D,
( B e 3. Co@priiésa)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayalke)
Did T get him whipped ?

- aé D@ e N
(Qsorrey ' ofl Creypruds)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
No.

@d. & o nrvwm S,

(B 2y 8. Compruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
Did you ?

0o IRE ot N
(Qaorre i afl Coapruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
No.

08, & ewsnrNe® S
(Blan oy 5. Copruisga)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

There you are, you got the answer
fromdthe Hon. Prime Minister.
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It being 7 p.m., the Motion for the
Adjournment of the House lapsed
without Question put.

Motion made, and Question proposed.

“That this House do now adjourn™ —
[{The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene.]
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S. 8288l @w.
(B . fau@gibririn)
(Mr. T. Sivasithamparam)
What is wrong in that ?

c15Y HICACS em.
(& Quireraribua )
{Mr. Ponnambalam)

Do you seriously object to a Tamil
research conference being held ?

@&, B, o smrnem .
(B i, 8. Coeypruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
No.

ey HOAEOD D¢
(B Quirareribuob)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)
Then what is your relevance ?

@, & o mrnam Sw.
(B . 85 Ceapruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

I am not against the Tamil
Research Conference as such. What
I say is that it is in such an atmos-
phere that you seek to plant the seeds
of a Federal State.

oY HSAC e,
(B Qurereribuenn)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

It is utter rubbish !

S B @ e,
( B Grrawrenflssin)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

If you see a bear under every bush
we cannot help it.
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. (Mr. Ponnambalam)

Will the hon. Member give way for
one minute ? May I say this. My
hon. Friend ought to be corrected.
The International Seminar on Tamil
Research held in Madras was
attended by scholars from almost
every European country, not merely
Tamils. And there was no political
colour to that seminar. By bringing
that in here you are doing yourself
an injustice.

Anybody reading the hon.
Member’s speech in translation will
think that half this House consists of
lunatics !

@8, & o rnem .
(B 2. 8- Caapruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

Let the hon. Member for Jaffna
draw his own conclusions and let me
make my speech. The public will
draw their own conclusions.
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(Mrs. Wimala Kannangara—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Health)
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(Mr. Ponnambalam)
Tell us what it is about.

08, B ot 505NwD Ow.

(,@@- ST g’j’. Qa*@‘nsrruéiﬁ)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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(Mr. Ponnambalam)

In what language do you expect
someone writing on behalf of the

Jaffna Municipality to write ? Please

tell us. Then we shall know where

We are.
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“In my mind I can hardly conceive
of Ceylon separate from India. I do not

want to impose my will on Ceylon but I
know that ultimately Ceylon would be-
come a part or portion of India.”
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Panikkar on “India and the Indian
Ocean ”

“Qur vision has been obscured by an
Indian wave of pacifism. Ahimsa is no
doubt a great religious creed, but it is
a creed which India rejected when she
refused to follow Gauthama Buddha. The
Hindu theory at all times, especially in
the period of her greatness, was one of
active assertion of the right—if necessary
through force of arms. It is not for
ahimsa or pacifism that Ramachandra

stands in Indian religion. It is for active
assertion of what is morally right. Nor
does Krishna stand for non-violence.
‘Wake thyself, scourge thy foes’ is the
manly teaching of the Gita. Apart from
the Buddha and Jain heresies which the
good sense of the Hindus rejected long
ago, it is not known what religious basis
there is in Hinduism for the form of
pacifism which has been for some reason
assodiatéd with the Hindus. Once we are
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free of the effects of this idea and are
thus able to look facts in the face, it will
be clear that Indian freedom can be
achieved and upheld only by deciding
finally to shoulder our share at all costs
in the active defence of the area necessary
for our security.

To the Indian ocean we shall then have
to turn as our ancestors did, who con-
quered Socotra long before the Christian
era, and established an empire in the
pacific which lasted 1,500 years.

With the isdlands of the bay of Bengal,
with Singapore, Mauritius, and Socotra
properly equipped and protected by a
navy based on Ceylon, security can return
to that part of the ocean which is of
supreme importance to India.”
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It being 7.30 p.M., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER

adjourned the House without Question
put.

Adjourned accordingly until
2 p.m. on Wednesday, 12th
June 1968, pursuant to the
Resolution of the House this
Day.
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