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The House met at 2 p.v., Mr. Deputy

Speaker [MR. M. SIVASITHAMPARAM] in
the Chair.
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PAPERS PRESENTED

Rule made under Section 3 of the
Railways Ordinance (Cap. 200).—[The
Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena on behalf of
the Minister of Communications.]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Ru}e made under Section 3 of the
Public Performances Ordinance (Cap.
176) —[Mr. Premadasa.]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table,
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REVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION :
REPORT OF THE JOINT SELECT
COMMITTEE
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External
Affairs, Minister of Planning & Economic
Affairs and Minister of Information &
Broadcasting, and Chairman of the Select
Committee)

I present the Second Report from
the Joint Select Committee of the
Senate and the House of Representa-
tives appointed to consider the
Revision of the Constitution, together
with the Proceedings of the Commit-
tee and the Minutes of Evidence.
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(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena—
Minister of Scientific Research and
Housing)

I move,

“That the Second Report from the Joint
Select Committee of the Senate and the
House of Representatives appointed to
consider the Revision of the Constitution,
together with the Proceedings of the

Committee and the Minules of Evidence,
be printed. ”
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Question  put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(Q@erral Grib. to. Gré. @QUIGIT SGT)
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)
I move,

“That this House at its rising this day
do adjourn until 2 p.Mm. on Tuesday, 18th
June 1968, and that the hours of Sitting
that day shall be as though it were a
Second day from the Poya Day.”
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Question proposed.
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(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke—Meda-
wachchiya)
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
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PROPOSALS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENTS OF
DISTRICT COUNCILS

ad 90, 8. 8. Swdim
(Qserres erib. to. Gra. QUIaIT ST )
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)
I move,

“That the House do now adjourn ”.

& e wnBE 2 G
al@ 6165 HwibuliGlLnm .

Question proposed.
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(e-u sFurprust oeuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Ten Members have given in their
names and wish to speak today. I
would earnestly request hon. Mem-
bers who are down to speak to be as
brief as possible. If the House agrees,
we can proceed with the Debate on
the White Paper without a break for

tea, so that a further half hour would
be available.

ol Y RBIG
(Cserres o s SaurEH6r)
(Hon. Members)

We agree.

g oo 2.05

E & oY »HCAICY VD, (wrsBIw)

(B 8 & Gurererbrieb—uwirpL
LITGRTLD )

(Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam—Jaffna)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, may I, before
I speak on the White Paper itself, be
permitted to make the observation
that it is a tragedy, an irony in the
working of parliamentary institutions
in this country that, within the short
space of just over two years, this


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3009
¢ 8O

House and this country have had to
witness the progress of two Debates
on fairly consequential matters either
with empty benches in front of us or
in both cases with barricades erected
at some distance from the House. I
sincerely hope that with the progress
of time democracy, as it will fructify
in this country, will make it possible
for those who hold different views to
consider it palatable to listen to and
hear views opposed to theirs.

So much for that. May I now say
why my party and I, after the most
anxious consideration, have come to
the conclusion that we will not be
able to support a Bill containing the
principles enunciated in the White
Paper.

I shall say that very briefly, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. We as a party,
through fair weather and foul, in sun-
shine and in rain, have held aloft the
ideal of a united Ceylon in a uaitary
government. We have suffered the
consequences, sometimes not very
palatable, for adhering loyally to our
convictions.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, even today,
through times that have not been
very propitious, we adhere to that
ideal of a united Ceylon. This is not
lip service. We feel that an inte-
grated Ceylonese nation is the only
answer to the ills that confront this
country. It is an absolute sine qua
non for progress, for development,
and for the advancement of the
economy of this country.

Why then do I say that we cannot
support this Bill or the principles of
this White Paper ? May I say this in
passing, as a Tamil ? I say that the
passage of a Bill incorporating these
principles, if I may put it wvery
succinetly. will lead to segregation

of the two major commu-
nities of this JIsland eventually,
if not immediately. It will, as

far as the Tamils are concerned,
lead to compartmentalization, to re-
gionalization, and to provincialization,
and this, if I may say S0, In my view,
in a small country such as this, with
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a history of lives lived with the ut-
most cordiality, particularly between
the Buddhists and the Hindus, will be
bad for the whole Island and worse
for the Tamils, being the smaller en-
tity. We believe in equality of oppor-
tunity for every citizen of this
country to whatever community he
may belong, equality of status where-
ever he is residing. In other words,
a Tamil, whether he is resides in
Point Pedro or Point Dondra,
must be in a position to enjoy
equal rights with his Sinhalese
brothers. If that ideal cannot be
achieved, I shall say at the end of
my speech what inevitably will be
the result. In my view, those—I give
them full marks for honesty and sin-
cerity—who feel in a spirit of defeat-
ism that the only way in which we
can preserve our identity is by be-
coming segregated in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces in the fond
hope that there at least we may be
able to enjoy some kind of liberty,
are actually hugging a delusion be-
cause, in my respectful submission to
this House and to my Friends who
hold that view, if we Tamils
cannot live as equal in the Soutb
and other parts of Ceylon, it
we think we can retain our
rights only in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces, then, I very much
fear, those rights will tend to dimin-
ish and eventually disappear even in
the Northern and Eastern Provinces.
That is my considered and solemn
conviction.

We are opposed to the principles of
this White Paper for another reason
which I shall go into later—I am
merely saying this in summary—
namely, that the poor districts in this
country will tend to become poorer.
I repeat, the poor districts in this
country, irrespective of the commun-
ity inhabiting them, will tend to be-
come poorer and the richer districis
will tend to become richer. That is
why I repeat that the principles of
this Bill, as we see in the White
Paper, are bad for Ceylon and worse
for the Tamils.

I hope that at the end of these
remarks "which I am now making
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in English, you will
me the indulgence of saying
a few words in my mother
tongue in the hope that they will be
reflected and carried to my people in
the original and not in {franslation,
but out of courtesy to those of my
hon. Friends who are here I propose
to continue my speech for the major
part in English.

The two main reasons, as stated
by the Hon. Prime Minister, for the
introduction of the White Paper and
the draft Bill are to be found in the
Throne Speech of 1965, in which there
is the reference to the general object-
ive of the establishment of district
councils. The first main reason is—I
am putting it briefly without quot-
ing the words—to increase the effici-
ency of the existing structure and
machinery of local government. May
I be permitted to examine whether
even remotely throughout the pages
of this White Paper there is any indi-
cation of any measure in any clause
in the draft Bill directed towards in-
creasing the efficiency of the existing
structure and machinery of local gov-
ernment.

extend to

Indeed, it would be my submission
—and I do not think anybody will
cavil at it; I think the Hon. Prime
Minister will agree with me—that
there is no attempt, that there is no
pretence to improve, to expand, or to
aid in any form or in any measure,
the existing structure and machinery
of local government. Local bodies are
left completely intact. The subjects
coming under their control are un-
touched. Their powers remain un-
changed. Whatever control they
may exercise remains untouched.
Their sources of revenue are not en-
hanced. They remain in a very static
position. What, I ask you, is the use
of several pages of history in this
White Paper relating to the develop-
ment of local government institu-
tions ?

Indeed, Mr. Deputy Speaker, every-
body will agree that there has been a
general demand for improvement in
the structure of local government, I

Rewidn 0sY5) @eFACE
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think there are any number of

avenues for such improvement. This
was felt, I believe, from the time
these local government institutions
came into being. We have a complete,
composite structure of local govern-
ment in this country, starting at the
base with village councils and going
up to the apex of municipal councils.
All of them remain untouched by the
proposals in this White Paper.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, for the first
time in 1953 or 1954, the then Govern-
ment appointed the Choksy Commis-
sion to report on the subject of im-
proving the structure and machinery
of local government. That commission
reported and made certain recommen-
dations. They remain up to date un-
touched and unimplemented over a
period of nearly 15 years.

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is
something else. Not only are the
powers, the functions, the responsibi-
lities and the revenues of local bodies
untouched or unenhanced but in the
very composition of the contemplated
district councils you have the seeds
of disruption of local government. I
will tell you why I say this. You
have chairmen of local bodies who
would function ex officio as mem-
bers of district councils in their res-
pective districts. These chairmen of
local bodies, as heads of these local
institutions, enjoy a degree of autono-
my which is not to be found in the
district councils. They have jurisdic-
tion over a number of subjects—true
enough, at certain levels—in which
they are autonomous, virtually inde-
pendent, unless you have an interfer-
ing Minister.

In other words, if you examine the
proposed schedule to the proposed
district councils, you will see identi-
cal subjects coming under the juris-
diction of local bodies within a dist-
rict and district councils. In other
words, you have the immediate
phenomenon of concurrent jurisdic-

tipn ; between local bodies and
district councils within whose
areas these local ©bodies are

situated. You know very well, and it
is hardly necessary for me to say,
that concurrent jurisdiction at the
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level of local government and dist-
rict government is the most fruitful
source of disruption, of opposition,
and generally of absence of co-opera-
tion. And you have that very chair-
man functioning in the district
council.

So, it would be my submission
that, far from improving the structure
and machinery of local government,
you would have succeeded in bringing

about any form of progress in the
matter of local government to a stand-
still, if not to a point of destruction.

Then, has there been any attempt
to demarcate, as is being done in other
countries, the sphere of revenue or
the sources of revenue of local gov-
ernment bodies, differentiating these
sources from possible sources of
revenue for district councils ? No.
That would again be a fruitful source
of friction and opposition.

We today witness an extraordinary
phenomenon. Here is something that
has been loosely worded as a great
advance in local government. What
happens ? I have yet to hear—I may
be corrected if I am wrong—of one
local body, whether it is in the North,
South, East or West, which has wel-
comed the proposals in the White
Paper. Indeed, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
I think I am not overstating the case
if I say that there is almost united
opposition and there is no differen-
tiation as far as I know among
these local government bodies
whether they are situated in the
traditional Tamil areas or in the
traditional Sinhalese areas. Why ?
Because their position becomes not
better but worse and more insecure.
As a result today there is opposi-
tion. If, in point of fact, the White
Paper proposals were directed to-
wards enhancing and increasing the
powers of local government bodies we
would not witness the sad spectacle
of empty Opposition benches. Local
bodies would have accepted this with
open arms. They would have said :
“This is an extension of local govern-
ment and therefore we likedit?” Wihiat
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happens is that they have been by-
passed, and quite rightly and quite
understandably there is united oppo-
sition by local bodies, irrespective of
the communities to which they
belong, to the proposals underlying
this draft Bill contained in the White
Paper.

In this connection, as early as 1956,
the late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike’s Government in their Throne

Speech used almost identical words
or words with the identical connota-

tion. Again, I do not believe in tax-
ing the House by reading out
passages. I shall summarize it, and
you can take it from me that I shall
summarize it correctly. In the Throne
Speech “of 1956, "Mr "5 W." B D.
Bandaranaike speaks of giving early
attention to the Choksy Report on
local government, and of taking steps
to remedy defects in local govern-
ment, structurally, financially and
administratively. So, if the develop-
ment and the line of thinking
has been the same without any kind
of violent departure—violent depar-
ture, may I say, cannot be attributed
to this government ; it may be attri-
buted to the infamous Horagolla
meeting in 1957, when for the first
time something which was contempla-
ted as an advance in local govern-
ment was attempted to be manipula-
ted for political ends and purposes—
then indeed I do not think. I need
labour this point much further
because the Hon. Prime Minister in
his speech and in the White Paper at
page 9 says that district councils
will not be local authorities but would

be an extension of the Central
Government.

cePemnben 8. 8. 8. NN
(&' gd)

(Qra&Li .
[5GV QT )

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

Hear? Hear !

Grib. 6.
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(Mr. Ponnambalam)

I think in fairness I should give the
exact words. This is what is stated
at page 9 of the White Paper :

“These Councils will not be local
authorities but would be an extension of
the Central Government activities taking
over some functions now performed by
the Kachcheries.”

In that case it is neither fish nor
flesh nor good red herring. I shall
come back to that in a moment when
I deal with the second aspect of this
matter.

In this connexion, yesterday a
Member of this House thought that he
will fix me in anticipation, so to
speak, by referring to a speech I made
in the Debate on the First Throne
Speech of this Government in April
1965. With some difficulty I was able
to get the reference. I still have a
good enough memory, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, and I do not go about swing-
ing like a pendulum and I know
precisely what I said.

Unfortunately I was induced to
make that observation as usual in
reply to my good Friend the hon.
Member for Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G.
Senanayake). He acts like a parti-
cular kind of stimulus to some of us
sometimes. Now, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, the hon. Member for Damba-
deniya went on in his own inimitable
fashion, almost in the tones of a soli-
loquy, to try and possibly satisfy him-
self, to convince himself, that the
bare skeleton of the proposal, the
mere reference to district councils,
would usher in doom, namely the
division of the country. Then
I quite naively said, *Surely
what objection can one have
to district councils if they are
for the extension of local govern-
ment ?” That was my reply, and I
sincerely trust that those who come
from the same ranks will not quote
me out of context. I said I could see
no objection to district councils as an
institution if indeed they are to be an
extension of local government. Sure-
ly I would have given credit for more

Bewldm @75 SeHVC®
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intelligence. The hon. Member quo-
ted my speech when in the very first
pages of the White Paper the Prime
Minister makes a frank and candid
admission that this has nothing to do
with local government. There is no
extension of local government. It is
not a local authority at all.

So I stand, shall I say, without
any kind of retraction from the views
I expressed in 1965. I see no reason
to retract anything, and my present
position is totally consistent with
every word I .hen said. I hope
that will be understood, and I repeat
I will not be quoted out of context,
and people misled.

I get on to the second limb of this
objective, namely, popular participa-
tion. In other words what was con-
templated in the Throne Speech was
that it would increase the efficiency
of local government institutions and
then harness the co-operation of all
classes of citizens in the administra-
tion. That is what I summarized as
popular participation.

Will you allow me a few minutes
to examine whether there is the remo-
test semblance, whether there is the
slightest justification, for the claim
that there is to be popular participa-
tion ? No, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do
not want to be elementary, but the
basis of all local government is the,
shall we say, transfer of certain func-
tions normally performed by the
central government through its
central government machinery to
local authorities in which people at
different levels will jointly and
collectively participate in administer-
ing their affairs on the basis that they
will understand their needs better,
they will be anxious to push things
through, there will be no delays, there
will be no stagnation, and so on.

Now, what is the first prerequisite
of popular participation ? In my sub-
mission, there can be no popular
participation in any institution with
any pretence to democracy unless
there is a direct election. In this case,
there is a total denial of direct elec-
tiomfrom the start.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the consti-
tution of the personnel of these
district councils there is a denial of
popular participation. That is my
submission. What happens ? Chair-
men of the various local bodies, ex
officio members, and Members of
Parliament, also ex officio, constitute
them. I fail to see how even remote-
ly you can interpret a body so consti-
tuted and composed to be an insti-
tution of popular participation.

Let us see in its application who
are the people who are left out from
the functioning of district counecils,
May I be permitted to advert to that
section of the Tamil population about
whom some of my Friends oppo-
site have been so concerned in
the past, namely, the Tamils
of Indian origin ? Mr. Deputy
Speaker, a million or nearly that
number who normally reside on
estates are denied village councils’
franchise. They are totally without
it. Some of them who are registered
citizens may enjoy parliamentary
franchise, but if they happen to be
resident on estates none of them has
a vote in any village council in his
respective area. So for a start
we have this great advance, which is
being ushered in, in which there can
be no direct or indirect participation
by nearly a million Tamils. Well,
if those who have been saviours,
pretending or otherwise, of the Indian
population are gratified with it, all
that I can say is, I beg leave to oppose
it. I say this is a complete denial,
a complete anathema, as far as
popular participation is concerned.

Let us take the Muslims. Except
for my good Friend the Appointed
Member (Mr. Izadeen Mohamed), I
do not think any elected Muslim
Member has spoken so far.—[Inter-
ruption]. Yes, one. May I say this :
There is no question about it that in
districts where there is a mixed po-
pulation, as you have in the Eastern
Province—Tamils and Sinhalese ;
Tamils and Muslims ;  Tamils,
Muslims and Sinhalese—you will
have district councils which dy "fgt
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reflect the composition, the comple-
xion, or the character of the popula-
tion of those areas.—[Interruption]. I
am taking the White Paper as it is.

As far as minority communities are
concerned, may I refer to a very im-
portant section of the Tamil popula-
tion to whom my hon. Friend the
Member for Dambadeniya referred
in such unctuous tones, namely, the
million and two hundred thousand
Tamils from the Northern and East-
ern Provinces who are residing in the
Sinhalese areas. I do not know
whether the figure is accurate, but
that is by and large correct. Have
you ever considered the position of
the Tamils living in the Sinhalese
areas in this matter ?

Indeed, if I may be permitted to
digress for one minute, I am amazed
that a gentleman with whom I have
had the pleasure and the privilege
of being associated during my school
days—I am referring to Mr. Bas-
nayake—could carry on such a
virulent and blatant campaign,
shedding tears for the few thousand
Sinhalese who may be resident in
the Northern and Eastern Provinces,
He did not know that he was inviting
the rejoinder which I am now
making, namely, that over a million
Tamils living in the Sinhalese areas
are going to suffer a worse fate with
these district counecils.

May I ask my Friend the Member
for Dambadeniya kindly to convey
this to his legal adviser ?—[Interrup-
tion]. I do not mind interruptions
provided they make me make a con-
tribution or the interruptions them-
selves are intelligent.

My learned Friend just now said :
“ What about the three nominees ? ”
I ask, do you seriously say that a mil-
lion Indians who have been disfran-
chised under the Village Councils
Ordinance, who have no say, should
have to look to some nomination by
the Government jn power ? I thought
we were going away from those re-
actionary and antiquated ways.

My hon. Friend the Member for
Dambadeniya talked about the mino-
rity ‘Tamils. I endorse it. In a stats
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of affairs where you have single-
member constituencies, you have the
most extraordinary phenomena aris-
ing as a result of that.

The minority Tamils who are in a
minority in a number of single-
member constituencies have mnot
found representation in the legisla-
ture. Then what representation will
they have in a district council ? No-
thing at all or hardly any.

Apart from these categories of
people I have referred to, Mr. De-
puty Speaker, may I also say this:
popular participation presupposes an
active participation of large, educated
sections of the community, and it is
a stark, realistic fact that those sec-
tions of the people of this country
who are in government employment
or quasi-government employment
have no political rights.

Today, literally about 100,000
teachers or more, who have played a
significant and distinguished part in
local government, have no political
rights. They cannot even serve
in local government institutions.
They are out. As for govern-
ment servants, I do mnot say
they should take an active part in
politics. Anyway, they have no
political rights. Employees in cor-
porations have no political rights.

And yet can it be claimed that that
second limb of the objective, namely,
harnessing the co-operation of all
classes of citizens, is being supported
by this truncated, emasculuted—I will
not use the other word—institution
called the district council ?

May I, purely in passing, refer to
how popular participation is achieved
in large areas in India? T do mnot
know whether I am letting anybody
down coming out with a secret I
should not come out with, but I think
it is well known that the original
framers of what has led to this draft
Bill were not merely influenced but,
I believe, copied literally chunks out
of the Jilla Parishad Actcwfc186100f
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Maharashtra. It is also, 1 believe,
known that the Mahantantila Com-
mission that inquired into the possi-
bility of reforms in local government
institutions under the Sirimavo Ban-
daranike Government Wwas also
greatly influenced by the Jilla
Parishad Act of 1961.

Let us examine, very briefly, how
they achieved popular participation.
« Jilla Parishad ”, incidentally, is the
Indian word for district council. 1
think I must make that point clear.
These areas are largely rural areas.
The various states in which the dis-
trict council or jilla parishad func-
tions in India expressly excludes mu-
nicipalities and municipal corpora-
tions. Be that as it may, in respect
of the rest of the area you have one
uniform electoral system for the
whole area, with a large number of
wards. There is one election held
for the whole area. A few wards
constitute what is known as a pan-
chayat. A number of panchayats
constitute the next step in the ladder
—1 forget the name—and a number
of those units in that district consti-
tute the jilla parishad In other
words, you have a tier system, a lad-
der system, step by step from the
lowest to the highest, and the jilla
parishad, namely, the district coun-
cil, is a coping-stone for the entire
local government structure. It has
functions above a particular financial
level. It has supervisory functions in
respect of local bodies in that whole
area. They all come together. The
whole scheme of development and
programme is worked out together.
Subjects are apportioned. There is
no conflict. That is how the jilla
parishads or district councils in
India function.

Now, as regards popular participa-
tion, how do they achieve it ? In re-
gard to each subject the entire jilla
parishad—Ilet us call it district coun-
cil for greater ease—divides itself in-
to functional committees—health,
education, communications and so
on—and each of these committees is
responsible for its respective sub-
jeet:
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In other words, there you have
what the Donoughmore Commission-
ers themselves recommended for
Ceylon. In their sojourn in this
country, in their investigation of the
constitutional landscape, they came
to the conclusion that the Ceylonese
were eminently fitted for local gov-
ernment. Indeed they must have been
influenced by their observations to
recommend an executive committee
system of government for this
country.

That is precisely what is wanted in
local government—the association of
the largest number of elected repre-
sentatives in administering and con-
ducting the affairs of that area.

Instead, what is contemplated ?
Here, again, I do not know whether
I am at liberty to tell you what was
the original plan of the original desig-
ners of this Bill. But today the Bill
has been drawn up. Even so, there is
a concentration of power in an exe-
cutive committee, the largest number
being either seven or one-fifth of the
total number whichever is less. That
means that the district council will
meet once a month, twelve times a
year, to pass resolutions, collect their
travelling allowances and any hono-
raria which may be contemplated,
and off they go, allowing it to the
tender mercies of the chairman and
his executive committee thereafter
to carry out the affairs of the district
council That is the position.

I say, therefore, on the second limb
of the objective there is a total fail-
ure, namely, there is no attempt at
popular participation or at success-
fully harnessing the energies and the
capabilities of all classes of citizens
in this country.

I now pass on to the next theme,
decentralization. This is a peculiar
thing. Sometimes we use this word
“ decentralization ” almost without
any kind of relationship. What is
local government except decentrali-
zation from the central government
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of certain functions to local authori-
ties ? So decentralization cannot be
taken in vacuo. Decentralization has
been referred to in the speech of the
Hon. Prime Minister and also in the
White Paper.

May I now very briefly—if I trav-
erse the whole ground I will be tak-
ing a lot of the time of this House—
just refer to—I wish the Hon Minis-
ter of Education were here just now
—the transfer of subjects under the
Education Ministry in the schedule of
transferred subjects. I must deal
with this subject of education. The
subject of education is one which
deeply and fundamentally affects the
interests of and concerns the Tamil
people just as much as it does the
Sinhalese. We have suffered—there
is not one hon. Member here, to
whichever party he may belong who
will not agree with me that we have
suffered—grievously under the Edu-
cation Ministry in regard to the
maintenance of standards of educa-
tion in the North—and I dare say
that applies equally to the South,
the West and the East.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, look at pages
36 and 37 of the draft Bill. It speaks
of the most important thing—the es-
tablishment and maintenance of new
kanista vidyalayas with the prior
approval of the Director-General of
Education. I just do not understand it
unless, if this means anything at all,
it means that, if within an area there
is a dispute locally as to whether a
kanista vidyalaya should be located
in village A or village B, the district
council, usually governed by the
dominant party in power, will decide
either on village A or village B to the
neglect of the other; but as to the
necessity of adding to the kanista
vidyalayas in a district, it is a matter
that is subject to the approval of the
Director-General of Education.

Incidentally, one would like to
know what the word “ maintenance
of these vidyalayas means. In regard
to finance, does it mean that in the
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matter of capital expenditure the
central government contributes or
makes the entire contribution, and in
regard to maintenance it has to be by
local government contributions ?
That is not clear. Be that as it may,
I will come to finances in a minute.

This is where I feel that these dis-
trict councils are a chimera and a
fraud. The schedule expressly ex-
cludes—let hon. Members deny it if
they can—the question of textbooks.
Textbooks have to come from the
holy of holies in the Education Min-
istry. Mr. Deputy Speaker, it was not
a long time ago that we were allowed
to take examinations held by autho-
rities in England. Those authorities
did not prescribe the textbooks we
should follow. The curricula or the
syllabuses were known. We knew we
had to face examinations. Teachers
and parents were sufficiently well
acquainted and sufficiently advanced
to be able to decide on texts. Besides,
well-known textbooks were avail-
able. Indeed, regimentation and con-
trol in regard to textbooks is ana-
thema in the matter of liberalization
of education. That is expressly ex-
cluded from the purview of district
councils.

Next what is excluded ? Stand-
ardization of buildings and nature of
equipment. In other words, the
Ministry of Education makes sure
that buildings must not be, shall we
say, comparable or standardized be-
tween the various areas. Apparent-
ly, sub-standard buildings are good
enough for a sub-standard popula-
tion, as in the case of the junior
university colleges. The junior
university college in Kuliyapitiya, I
believe, received half a million
rupees or more, whereas the junior
university college at Kankesantural
received the handsome sum of
Rs. 100,000 We do not know
whether the hon. Member for Kan-
kesanturai (Mr. Chelvanayakam) is
aware of it. What I cannot under-
stand is what is meant by elimina-
ting standardization of buildings. Is
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it that in various areas buildings of
different standards must of necessity
be maintained ?

Then there is equipment. These
are excluded from the purview of
district councils. I have seen so-
called science laboratories in maha
vidyalayas and madhya maha vidya-
layas. Six test tubes, two Bunsen
burners and an empty bench consti-
tute a laboratory! So, the question
of equipment is left out.

Then there is educational research.
Well, I can understand that.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, if there is
one matter that has steadily brought
down the standard of education in
our schools, if I may say so with
some knowledge of the North and of
other parts of the country, it has
been this utterly unprincipled,
utterly indefensible, utterly un-
scientific method of transfers of
teachers without rhyme or reason,
or without any policy laid down.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, if the Hon.
Prime Minister will permit me to
divulge this one fact, I said I was
prepared to still my objections to
the establishment of district councils
if, as a trial, one subject, namely,
education, which is pre-eminently
suited for local government control,
is left in the hands of local govern-
ment bodies and made a district
subject and teachers made members
of a district service.

I have ample precedent for that
submission. In the progressive
advance of local government institu-
tions, such as those in England and
even in Russia, Germany, France
and America, there has always been
a tendency towards localization, to-
wards bringing control and adminis-
trationn of educational institutions
within the district rather than hav-
ing remote centralized control.

I know how I have suffered, how
our children have suffered, how
parents have complained. I know
the chaotic conditions in the educa-
tional institutions inv this country.
I was prepared to compromise even
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they transferred education com-

pletely as a district service. If I may
say so, now talking as a Tamil, if
education is transferred as a district
service to the North, we can handle
it far better than it is handled now

or is likely to be handled in the
future.
These are the exclusions. The

inclusions are maintenance—main-
tenance would be what ?—plaster-
ing, whitewashing—

od Y BOSecy
(Qaorrer oms s seur GRS,
(An hon. Member)

Keep it going.

oY »HOAECE .
(8@ OQurareribes)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

Then, medical inspection. What
the district councils will do in regard
to medical inspection, I do not know.
Hold a candle ? Then there is provi-
sion of milk and meals, facilities for
recreation. Admirable! Then there
Is provision of transport facilities.
I do not want to waste time. I shall
advert to the implications of those
matters which have been transferred
for administration by the local bodies
in a minute when I come to finance.

The point I am making is that the
most unimportant aspects of educa-
tion are transferred to local bodies
while there is a concentration, a
polarization, a crystallization, of the
most important functions in the holy
of holies, the Ministry of Education,

which I say is absolutely undesirable
and indefensible.

By contrast, may I refer to one
other subject? The temptation is
great, and I hope the fair lady, the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Health, who is seated
close to me will not object. Among
the very complicated matters under
the subject of animal husbandry that
the great and eternal leaders of the
district councils will have to handle
is cattle branding and castration.

(Qaerras i ofl Caeypruds)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Family planning !

CBY HSAC® @,
(8w Quirararibioh)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

I hope I am forgiven. I could not
resist the temptation.

Next,.I wish to put a question to
my Friend the Prime Minister. You
have created this out of nothing and
for nothing and, if I may venture to
say so, for achieving nothing. You
have been confronted, I must say,
with very great and difficult prob-
lems. You have faced them boldly.
You were faced with the reduction
of the rice ration. You made a job
of it. You justified it. I congratulate
you. Devaluation was forced on
you. I had my own views, but you
made a job of it. Though it has heen
somewhat negatived and neutralized
by the increase of allowances and the
consequent rise in the cost of pro-
duction of the primary products in
this country, you have made a job
of it. What are you trying to sell
the people of this country by bring-
ing these district councils ? ‘I asked
my Friend this question some time
back and I ask it now on the Floor
of this House. What is it that you
are commending to the people of
this country ? In my respectful sub-
mission you are really not achieving
anything. I know a direct answer
will come. Are you increasing the
efficiency of the administrative
machinery, central or local, in this
country for the achievement of any
national purpose ? I know this is
not a fair question to ask because I
know the answer. If so, I ask the
Prime Minister, will he be prepared
to delegate to the district councils,
if and when they are established, the
whole of the food drive ? I know
the answer to it. That is why I
hesitated for a moment and said
that it was not a fair question, I
am sure my Hon. Friend the Prime
Minister will not relegate the food
drive.torthe district councils for the
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reason that—[Interruption]—ior a
four or six it will go. The function-
ing of district councils will be dila-
tory, logoacious, and even in-
efficient, and if you are going to
achieve something quite fast and
directly, still the machinery of the
Central Government will have to be
utilized. My submission, therefore,
on the one thing, on the one great
subject that today concerns the
people of this country, namely, the
achievement of self-sufficiency Iin
food and or in subsidiary foodstuff,
is that the district councils will have
to be left out because they can play
a significant and important role only
with proper and real popular parti-
cipation. Let us see what happens.

I come to my next point, namely,
the unequal and imbalanced develop-
ment of various areas in this country
under the proposed Bill. I shall
merely, without going into detail,
refer to two provisions. Incidentally,
the functions of the proposed district
councils fall under two broad cate-
gories—the formulation and recom-
mendation of schemes of develop-
ment to the central authority, the
appropriate Minister, for his accept-
ance or rejection—purely advisory
and persuasive and so on; and the
other is the execution of the funec-
tions enumerated in the schedule
of subjects to be transferred
attached to the draft Bill. In regard
to the first, nobody can cavil at it;
somebody locally will address his
mind and formulate some scheme
and submit it to a Minister, and
no harm can be done. Maybe
some degree of enthusiasm and
enlightened self-interest may make
some distinet contribution in that
regard. So, I shall not cavil at it.
But the other one is the discharge
of functions in respect of the fund.
Now, what happens ? Will there be
uniform development ?—I shall come
to that. Will the functions and
powers and responsibilities of these
district councils be uniform ? My
hon. Friend the Member for Damba-
deniya (Mr. R. G. Senanayake) goes
about ferreting out most abstruse
and trivial points in this Bill.
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I do not know from where he
gets them. I can understand why
certain judgments were always up-
set. They are staring you in the
face.

oy IRVE o sNZNGW
(Qsorrey L ofl Coe@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
That is his adviser.

Y HEAICY e,
(8lap. Qurraribuein)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

You will find in every Bill
reference to functions or something
accruing from, emanating from some
other written law. It is almost
routine business. But, here, a
Minister has the right under Clause
75 to withdraw a subject from a
district council—to withdraw, not to
increase—so that all district councils
will not have the same subjects
under their purview and control.
That is not all. In regard to these
subjects already transferred, the
most important matters will be
development schemes. And, Sir, in
regard to development schemes
there is a reserve fund under the
Minister to (a) initiate development
schemes and (b) transfer these
development schemes to certain
district councils and withhold them
from others. “The Minister may
transfer any development scheme
relating to subjects in the schedule.”
If anybody wants the reference I can
give it.

So, here again—I hope I do not
have a dirty mind, a mind dirtier
than that of other persons—I say I
apprehend the germ of diserimination
in that district councils in various
parts of the country will be preven-
ted from enjoying, such as they
are, the so-called rights, functions
and responsibilities.

May I now refer to the most
important subject which really is the
key to the development of local
government in any country in the
world, namely, finance ?

What is the position of finance ?
I would have liked it if there was,
without giving details, some attempt
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to lay down the broad principles
which would govern the Central
Government in the matter of
making grants, making contributions,
and so on. There is now a complete
absence, a complete blank of any
principles or policies wunderlying
financial aid or financial powers for
these district councils, except to say

that these councils can levy taxes,
rates and charges.
I suppose municipalities today

levy taxes, rates and charges. Urban
councils today levy taxes, rates, and
charges. Where do you have the
dividing line ? There is no indi-
cation. Of course, one could legiti-
mately say, “ You are asking for
details when this is only the broad
principle of it.” But I say, when
you propose a departure from estab-
lished local government principles,
we must know the point of departure
in the matter of finance.

Let us leave that point out. Now,
what would happen in the matter of
education? The poorer districts with
poor resources, it is hardly necessary
for me to say—it is obvious—will
yvield very little revenue. Now, then,
are these great institutions which
are being ushered in under such
difficult conditions to be governed
by the capacity of the local popu-
lation to yield revenue ? There is no
indication in the White Paper or for
that matter in the draft Bill show-
ing the line of demarcation between
central government sources of
revenue and local government
sources of revenue. There is a
reference to grants and assistance
by the Central Government. Here
again, it is left nebulous, vague and
obscure.

Then again, in India, in the
Jilla parishad there is a permissive
system of contributions by the
Central Government towards the
budget of local bodies. One hundred
per cent in fact of the establishment
charges and up to seventy-five per
cent in regard to their activities are
met by the Central Government.
There is not a word said . here,. in
regard to that.
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Then, I must not let this opport-
unity pass without referring to a
very important advance in local
government effected in 1959 by the
Local Government Act in England
wherein they have worked out an
elaborate formula taking in young-
sters below a certain age, taking in
the whole population, considering
the whole area and working out
a formula by which the poorer
districts will pari passu get a much
greater contribution from the Central
Government. Such a scheme is not
mentioned and, as far as I can see, it
is not contemplated. That is why I
very much fear that in the operation
of this law poor districts will become
poorer and rich districts will become
richer. There is no equalization of
opportunity. In other words—hon.
Members must excuse me and not
argue that I have a bad mind.—I
conceive of the provisions in respect
of revenue and finance being made
the instruments of discrimination
under this Bill.

May I come back once again, just
for a minute or two, to the so-called
transferred subjects under these
proposals? What are these transferred
subjects ? Again, without going into
details, if I were to characterize them,
if I were to categorize them, I would
say they are largely of a routine,
social service nature.

I shall give you one example—I
think one of my juniors gave this to
me—namely, milk and noon-day
meal. This is today financed by the
Central Government in respect of all
schools, having regard to the number
of children attending these schools.
This is a subject transferred to the
local authority or the district council
in the future. What happens ? In the
matter of an adequate supply of milk
and noon-day meals to these children,
these authorities will be governed by
their financial resources. In other
words, you will have immediately
inequality of treatment in respect of
these social service functions that are
now being transferred from the
Central Government to the district
councils, This is where you will

haveva greater inequality. If you
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want me to refer to the subjects, they
are orphanages, playgrounds, homes
for the aged, maintenance of roads
and buildings. All these things
will have to be maintained from local
government revenue. If there is no
direct assistance, and if they are to be
met from local government revenue,
the standards of maintenance will
depend on the capacity and ability of
that area to produce the money.

In spite of all this, at page 10,
Clause 29 (4) lays down as a peremp-
tory requirement that it shall be the
duty of a district council to make
reasonable provision within the
district in respect of the subjects
specified in the schedule and to
execute or maintainn works or deve-
lopment schemes in the district
relating to any such subjects.

I want to know who supplies the
| grist to the mill. Where is the
1 wherewithal to come from ? You lay
down a supreme function and leave
| it at that. You do not indicate how
and from where the means are to
come forth.

I have made observations up to
now—I think hon. Members will
agree—purely as a Ceylon citizen.
Every one of the observations I have
made is applicable mutatis mutandis
to the whole of Ceylon.

May I now be permitted for a short
while to refer to certain aspects
which affect my people, the Tamils ?
It has been our misfortune—you
ought to know as well as anyone of
us—that the Tamils have had to rely,
because they had inherited areas of
infertile soil and inhospitable climate,
on white collar employment in the
public sector—mostly in the public
sector—and somewhat in the private
sector, still largely under government
or semi-government institutions.

Now what happens here? I am
thankful that the Hon. Prime
Minister has succeeded in removing
what was originally contemplated as
a district service because that would
have been, if I may use a colloquial
expression, putting the thindlid on
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all good things as far as we were
concerned. Although district service
has gone out today there is provision
under Section 30 for the creation of
posts and offices as may be deemed
necessary, true enough, with the
approval of the Minister of Finance.

Now, what does that mean ? This is
one of my fundamental objections to
the whole concept of district coun-
cils, namely, that these bodies will
naturally tend to get even the central
government agency to recruit people
with a local bias. In a way you cannot
blame them. If you have local gov-

ernment institutions it is an
inevitable corollary that in the
matter of recruitment greater
emphasis and greater proclivity

would tend towards the recruitment
of people of the locality. Though
the district service and recruitment
to it would have to be with the appro-
val of the Minister of Finance, never-
theless it would mean greater and
greater weightage towards the majo-
rity population, and my people,
who have up to now in slightly
diminishing numbers depended,
through their education, for employ-
ment in government and govern-
mental institutions for their living,
will have to turn elsewhere, even, I
say, with the possibility of this being
used as an instrument of discrimina-
tion.

In this connection, may I be per-
mitted to observe this: there has
been such a lot of talk about com-
munalism and so on. I say this to my
hon. Friend from Dambadeniya (Mr.
R. G. Senanayake). He and I have
known each other for a long time.
I felt very sorry for him yesterday.
We remember his father and
uncle. They were associated with
the most eminent Tamils in this
country on terms of complete
equality and friendship.

Yesterday, when I listened to my
hon. Friend from Dambadeniya, I
honestly felt sorry for him. I know
him in private life. Believe it or not,
he is a most charming person. He
exudes charm. His good lady at home
will tell you that. But when he comes
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here he seems to be a Mr. Hyde, while
Dr. Jekyll remains at home. Why
does he go on like this? Very soon he
will be in a psychopathic condition.
I say this with great personal
concern,

Does he really think that we are
monsters, that we are out to do
something terrible to his country be-
cause he looks upon this as his
country. Does he not think this is
also our country? Yesterday my
Friend gave me the impression that
the only place he would relegate us
to with safety is the Palk Straits and
the Indian Ocean. He knows we have
not yet turned amphibian. We have
got to live in this country whether
he likes it or not. Why does he start
this hymn of hate ?

Believe me, I followed his
speech and it was painful. I feel
sorry. I do not know whether to feel
sorry for ourselves or for him. Such
brains, such ability, much above the
average, going to waste! Please, why
does he not pull himself together ?
He has still a wonderful contribu-
tion to make. Why should he go on
thinking in terms of shooting every
illicit immigrant dumped unlawfully
here, and saying he is an Indian,
he is a kallathoni, and things like
that ? It does not do him justice; It
does not do justice to his forbears.
This is a very small country. We do
not have many people of great ability.
There were 4% hours of utter drivel
—I was almost going to say bilge—
which I listened to. I wanted to see
whether there was a germ of sense.
I feel sorry. If he and his
legal adviser had studied this
Bill as I have studied it, without
raising the communal cry, he could
have raised a number of questions
and criticized and opposed the Bill
No. He leaves that alone, he goes
like a horrible drain inspector look-
ing for some obscure little hole
somewhere—some stink hole—and
then comes and breathes out in the
open and criticizes.

May I also say this? I am talking
quite seriously. If God forbid—he
reflects the attitude of mingd of the
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majority of good Sinhalese people,
for whom I have the greatest ad-
miration—I still want to hold the
light of unity bright—if, as I under-
stand him, the Opposition are of the
same way of thinking, and if the
people of this country are going to
increasingly adopt that line of think-
ing, then my good Friend, Member
for Dambadeniya—I say this in all
seriousness and in all sincerity—it
will not be federalism, it will not be
regional] councils, it will not be dis-
trict councils, but you and we will
have to part. I am not saying this as
an idle threat.

I am sorry the hon. Member who
quoted me has run away. I did say in
1952, in opposing the federalists, and
I say now, I do not believe in fede-
ralism, I do not believe in
separatism, I do not believe in divi-
sive politics; but if eventually, every-
thing having being tried and having
failed, a dissident movement of com-
plete separation has got to be made,
I shall not hesitate to lead it, and I
repeatedly tell you here today, do
not force us to it.

I repeated it in 1956 when the lan-
guage Bill was ‘introduced, by my
amendment. I say, it is not some-
thing new. This is no idle threat. I
said, a Bill that denies to a large sec-
tion of the people of a country its
fundamental language rights must in-
clude within its provisions the right
to allow self-determination for the
dissident minority. I am quoting
from 1memory, and this is in
Hansarp. Speaking on the Emer-
gency in 1958 I repeatedly said it
and you have forced me to say it
today. So I have to repeat what I
said in 1958, namely, that it will not
be federalism, it will be separation.

I was dealing with the question of
finance and taxation, revenue and so
on. This is a matter about which I
have spoken to those in authority. I
say this. A district council will have
power to levy taxes, will have power
to issue licences, will have power to
pass by-laws. What will happen if
people increasingly adopt the way of
thinking of the hon. Member for
Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G. Senana-
vake), in the up-country areas, in the
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mid-country areas, where you have
large Tamil populations with the
predominant Sinhalese population,
where you have bazaar areas, where
you have areas with a number of
boutiques and shops most of which
today are owned—if not owned,
run—by Tamils ?

I hope I am not giving ideas to
people when I say this but it must
go on record. As much as you have
introduced Ceylonization in regard
to trade at the national level, so
these local bodies can pass by-laws
that permits and licences for trading
and the keeping of shops shall be
confined to people born and bred in
that area. If you have these district
councils you cannot prevent them
from passing such by-laws. There
is provision for by-laws. True, the
by-laws have got to be approved by
the Minister and they have to be
tabled in the House. But what is
fundamental is ‘this. In our
Constitution there is no Chapter of
Fundamental Rights. In India there
is a Chapter of Fundamental Rights.
I do not want to waste the time of
the House by referring to the
relevant section in the Maharashtra
Jilla Parishad Act which says that
any by-law as will impinge on the
section dealing with fundamental
rights, where there can be no discri-
mination as between one subject and
another on the basis of caste, race,
religion or what have you, will be
unconstitutional. There is no such
provision here. I am merely point-
ing that out.

It may be that you are indirectly
desiring it, and, if I may say so, the
federalists may want to achieve it,
if it is an achievement, namely, the
progressive removal of the Tamils in
the Sinhalese areas and their being
concentrated and segregated in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces.

Is that all ? The establishment and
maintenance of kanista vidyalayas
in these various districts is going
to be in the hands of district coun-
cils. Today, under ‘the glorious
dispensation of Pooh-Bah, the L.ord
Hish Executioner of theocEducaticn
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Ministry, we know what we are going
through. What is going to happen to
Tamils living in these areas ? Where
are their children to be educated ?
Do you seriously think that a single
district council in the Sinhalese areas
will establish any kind of vidyalaya,
kanista or what have you, for the
Tamils in that area ? I venture to
think not.

I now come to loans. I think it
was the hon. Member for Damba-
deniva (Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
who tried to father something
on me. I am not saying who said
this, but it certainly has been
reported as being claimed to have
been said by not one but two or
three members of the Federal Party,
why is Ponnambalam opposing this
when we can live happily in our ewn
land and raise a loan from Madras ?

ad DAE o NG
(Qaorra 1 ofl Caeypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
You cannot.

cnY HOAICY e,

(B QurererbLeLn)

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

Of course, you cannot. But the
point is that that passes muster, and
the Member for Dambadeniya
swallowed it hook, line and sinker.
That lie has been nailed to the
counter now. You can only raise a
loan in Ceylon.

What I object to in regard to loans
is that there is no delineation of
policy or principle laid down with
regard to the basis on which a loan
shall be raised.

DO, ¥. wBowE . (e Dend)
(8w erib. e Lefua—CanaurGanpm)
(Mr. M. A. Daniel—Hewaheta)

I wish to point out that the hon.
Member for Jaffna said at one time,
“ wifty-fifty. ”

o5y HRICO .

(Bcp- Gureraribriedin)

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

I am coming to that. Sir, may I

now ask at this stage, for whose bene-
fit is, this White Paper and the draft
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Bill being brought ? Echo answers,
“ No, Sir ”. Why is it being brought,
Why is it being timed like this? I
ask these questions, and I am hoping
that those matters will also be con-
sidered by some of my Friends.

This Government has been steer-
ing on an even keel for the last few
months, if I may say so, and it was
gaining ground that appeared to have
been lost. Sir, there are three
fundamental questions that must
engage and is engaging the attention
of every man and woman in this
country—unemployment, the food
drive and the cost of living. Each one
of these would be a full-time job for
the energies of any government and
I do not think this Government is
more than super-equipped to tackle
these problems. Do you realize
that if all the energy and the
thought and time that have been
spent by this Government, this House
and this country on this question had
been diverted and directed to
productive activity we would have
taken this country several steps
forward ?

If this question is to go beyond the
ambit of the White Paper, if it is to
reach the proportions of a Bill, when
will this Bill be ready, having regard
to the promise made by the Prime
Minister ? When will we be able to
harness and to canvas public
opinion ? Indeed, speaking for my-
self, although I have been con-
cerned in these discussions with
the Prime Minister and the leaders
of parties from ‘the beginning of this
year for two and a halt to
three months, nevertheless, it %ook
me time to study again this rather
emasculated Bill and ‘the White
Paper that are before us. How much
longer would it take, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, for the country to under-
stand its implications, having regard
to the uterly unjustified propaganda
that is being carried on? It is
amazing. Do you know who the
best friends of the Federal Party
are ? They are the Opposition, the
Coaliationists, Mr. Basnayake, the
the hon. Member for Dambadeniya,
and the whole of that “ Sun’) group

1968 45 13

3038
e Hof wen EBYBEE cofBmM

of papers, namely, the Independent
Newspapers of Ceylon. They are
doing the finest propaganda and,
obviously, the Tamils must be think-
ing: Surely, there must be some-
thing in this; otherwise would all
these people go along and raise Cain ?

As I said, if it is to reach the stage
of a Bill, when will this Bill see the
light of day ? Can it see the light of
day in less than nine months ? And
after the Bill sees the light of day
when will we be able to make
financial provision for instituting
district councils ? Will it be in this
Budget ? Obviously not. Financial
provision can only be made in the
next Budget, unless of course a
special Budget is introduced for this
purpose, which, I venture to think,
will not happen. In other words, I
do not see the remotest possibility
of the actual establishment of
district councils, of the functioning
of district councils, within the next
two years. Why, then, should we
set ourselves by our ears? Why
should the Government get upset ?
Why should there be this kind of
turmoil and confusion over something
which is ‘to be abortive ?

Talking "of ' abortions, * I ‘am
reminded of what I would have liked
to call the district council. I should
like to describe it as a hideous, hybrid
monstrosity. It is not local govern-
ment. It is not central government.
There is nothing to which it can be
equated in any institution in any
country in the world.

Will it improve the quality of the
work that is being turned out by the
various government agencies ? I do
not mean government agents, but the
agencies of government. Will it
improve its quality or increase its
expedition ?

Sir, in this connection I may be
permitted to make the irreverent
remark that one of the progenitors of
this Bill, the Minister of Local Gov-
ernment, made things so bad in this
country that he has now begun to be
caliled the Minister for dissoiving
local bodies. In Tamil it is a nice
word.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3039
2 B :

[etnsy HOIC® . ]

How many local bodies has he dis-
solved and why ? All this has been
done contemporaneously with the
revolutionary advance into that no
man’s land between central and local
government, namely, these district
councils.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, those Tamils
who had been nursed and nurtured
with a distant mirage of a Tamil
state and who had been made to take
a more subdued stand and made to
feel that it will not be an independent
Tamil state, which incidentally is my
interpretation of “Thamil Arasu
Kadchi ”, then took a second possible
view in the hope that there will be
an autonomous linguistic Tamil state
in a federal union. I hope I am doing
justice to the terminology fchat
has been adopted from time to time.
The people who then had to resile
from that position and think in terms
of provincial councils, and subse-
quently resile from provincial
councils, to regional councils, are
today being offered district councils.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am sure I
will be challenged. I shall only say
this, and I say it in all sincerity. The
Tamil people by and large have been
thoroughly frustrated and disabused.
And may I say this ? He laughs best
who laughs last. Today they are dis-
illusioned. They are embittered. They
laugh without hope. They really
thought they were going to get
something worth-while. They have
seen through if.

May I, with all respect, in all
seriousness, ask my Friends why up
to now not one speech has been made
to commend the virtues of this White
Paper and the draft Bill. Why has
nobody made an attempt, however
belaboured, however unsuccessful, to
show what would be the advantages
to the Tamils and to the country, if
at all ?

Yesterday, for one hour, in a speech
which was not illumined but sullied
by unholy untruth, there was not one
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word, not one reference, not one
attempt at analysis of one clause of
this draft Bill.

The Tamils should be told on the
Floor of this House, instead of half
truths being peddled outside, the
virtues of this Bill, which I have so
far failed to discover.

I still say it is not late. Let my
Friends of the Federal Party make
use of the forum that is open to all
of us, so that our Sinhalese brethren
will also understand. Let them tell
us, the unenlightened ones, the least
informed people, the people whom
they are going to beguile again, or
attempt to beguile again, what it is
that is behind this Bill that they are
fighting for, asking for, supporting
and advocating.

The tragedy is this. I was told—it
was impertinence ; I am sorry, I do
not know whether I should be glad
that this man is not here—that in 1947
or 1948 I abused the U. N. P. Fortu-
nately there is still one man, the
Prime Minister, who knows me as
well as or better than most people.
In 1947 I fought an election not
against the U. N. P. but against, un-
fortunately, some of the revered men,
persons whom I have personally the
highest regard for—so please do not
misunderstand me—Ilike Sir Aruna-
chalam Mahadeva, who is still alive,
whom I had the very painful duty to
contest once, a man for whom I have
the greatest and utmost regard. We
can differ politically. Believe me, I
contested him in Jaffna leaving my—
if I may be permitted to say so and
you would not dispute it—family seat
and coming from Vadamarachi to
Jaffna to fight Sir Arunachalam
Mahadeva. When I defeated him we
were both in tears. There was no joy.
I fought him on a principle because
he supported the acceptance of the
Soulbury Report.

I fought Mr. Nadesan, for whom I
have the greatest personal regard. I
fought him nominating the present
hon. Member for Kankesanturai (Mr.
Chelvanayakam), and the present
hon.onMember for Kankesanturai
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defeated Mr. Nadesan by several
thousands ; and I am sorry to have
to say that when the present Member
for Kankesanturai thought it fit to
leave the party which first brought
him into politics, I re-nominated Mr.
Nadesan and got him to beat Mr.
Chelvanayakam by 7,000 to 8,000
votes—by the same majority. These
are not subjects I would refer to, but
somebody had the impertinence
yesterday to refer to some of these
things.

There is another painful subject.
Naganathan and I had been the
closest personal friends, if I may use
his name. I fight him relentlessly.
That is another matter. But we fight
clean. I had to say that I would send
him back to the obscurity of his
suburban dispensary. I said that with
pain; I said that in answer to a
challenge, and did it.I do not gloat
over it. And for this page-boy in
buttons, this parvenu in politics, to
tell me—

BTSN D TNEDDNS

(2.1 FUTETUST ojeul&6rT)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I do not think it is fair to say that.

e 5Y HVICO .
(B QuirereribLiedih)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

No. He should be here to take his
medicine.

Bewiss DHSIZNGD

(2 FUTFTLST euTlsEer)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I do not think it is fair to refer to

an hon. Member of this House in that
way.

sy »HOVEO Desa.
(B QuirareribLies )
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

You use the word “ fair ” in whose
vocabulary ?

Bl &5 WD SizNwNDNSa

(21 FUTBETILIST 9JauUlT HaT )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

He is still a Member of thig FHouse:
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csY DOAECE e
(Bs- QuirereribLiaLD)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

All right, Sir, in deference to what
you say and to this House.

To talk of a microscopic party, does
he know the meaning of the word ?
I am reminded of Winston Churchill
who once said :

“One does not argue with a prophet,
one aisbelieves him.”

Mr. Amirthalingam, I disbelieve you,
I disbelieve everything you would
say, and the Jaffna man will give you
the answer. I am speaking to an
empty seat. A man who fights and
runs away lives to fight another day !

e, De. Sr13Ch By @ s,
(s’ g)

(8@ erov. orib. @urreioranflésti—ii .
@HL)

(Mr. S. M. Rasamanickam—Paddi-
ruppu)

He has not run away.

G sy DIVDCS @can.
(8. Quirareribiievih)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

He has not run away ? You are his
custodian ?

S1tan BN S Desa.
(S @rreiwrenilEsin)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)
Yes.

ey HLAICY e
(Bs. QurereribLiovth)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)
We have a surety here.

I want to know this. He said that I
abused the U.N.P.—[Interruption].

BBowlEs DSIBNGDTS

(21 FUTFTLST _y6iser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I pulled up the hon. Member for
Jaffna and called him to Order. The

hon. Member for Paddiruppu must
now keep Order.
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(Mr. Rasamanickam)

It is easy to say anything and get
away with it.

BeIEn DS BNGEDDS
(2 suTFTLST 9 auiser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

He did not say anything—

csY DVICR .
(8w QuirareribLiovs)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

I am regretting his absence. I
would have liked it if he were here,
if you understand English. I am very
sorry he is not here.

I am supposed to have abused the
U.N.P. The present Prime Minister
knows me. His father, Mr. D. S.
Senanayake, knew me. There is no
question of abuse of the U. N. P. The
abuse of the U. N. P. was the stock-
in-trade of the Federal Party. From
the year 1948, when we parted
company, up till the 20th of March
1965—let Mr. Dudley Senanayake
know it—the U.N.P. was characteriz-
ed as the traditional enemy of the
Tamils, and Ponnambalam and his
party and his friends as their agents
and their stooges. Mr. Deputy
Speaker, I took it on my chin, and
these people now come along and
pretend friendship.

I do not abuse people behind their
backs. Take that from me.

B 05y, Iy »oad S
@165 )

(Dp &. erovr 607 6T 51 & T T—0) ot st )

(Mr. C. N. Kannangara—Deniyaya)

They are not realizing it.

(el

e 5y DOAECR ©ca.

(;_%?(5. GUFGﬁTGaTLE‘}LJGUL}_‘.)

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

Today they have found friends. I
was attacked, I repeat, till two days
before the general elections. They
told the voters that a vote cast for
my party and for me would be a vote

Bewddm @Y esucws
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cast for the U.N.P., the traditional
enemy of the Tamils. That is how
they got their seats. We stood for a
united Ceylon and a unitary govern-
ment as we felt that that was the
best for the Tamils. I am very glad
they won, and good luck to them, but
let them not try to be funny and tell
me that I, after having abused them,
went for a portfolio.

I do not know whether my hon.
Friend, the Member for Kankesan-
turai (Mr. Chelvanayakam), hears
me I would very much like him
to hear me because certain things
have been mentioned and I must nail
certain lies to the counter. When
Mr. D. S. Senanayake invited the
party—not merely me but the party
as a party—to join the Cabinet, the
first person I telephoned to and got
down was the hon. Member for
Kankesanturai.

I say here and now for the record
that the hon. Member for Kankesan-
turai said, “Yes, certainly we must
give our co-operation to this Govern-
ment.” He agreed to join the
Government. Two portfolios were
offered and I said the hon. Member
for Kankesanturai should have one.
Sir, that matter was adopted by the
Parliamentary Group, I believe, un-

animously. If there was any differ-
ence. I must say in fairness,
that difference came from my

Friend, the present Member for Nal-
lur (Dr. Naganathan) who was then a
Senator. All the other elected
Members agreed. The party executive
agreed unanimously. The general
council of the party agreed. Then all
of us went before a publie meeting
in Jaffna and put forward a resolution
which was reported in the press. I
think that four men before a crowd
of over 25,000 accepted the position
that we join the Government.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this man has
the effrontery to come here and ‘ell
me that having abused the U. N. P.
in 1948 I went to them for a port-
folio. There are two men alive today
—if you want, I will give the names—
who had been sent by the late
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Mr. D. S. Senanayake to the Assize
Court in Colombo thinking that I
would probably slip out and not take
my oaths as Minister. I do bow to a
worthy man ; I will bow low but not
in the sense that this man had the
effrontery to allege. May I also say
this in the hearing of the hon. Mem-
ber for Kankesanturai. If there is one
man in this House who
knows these events either
first-hand or second-hand, he is
the Hon. Prime Minister himself.
The late Mr. D. S. Senanayake, pay-
ing a tribute to the Tamils and refer-
ring to me at one of the biggest
receptions ever given, said, “For 15
years the Member for Jaffna has
fought with us relentlessly, and the
only favour he asked us was to leave
him out of the Cabinet and “ —I say
this with apologies for it was used as
an expression—*to make a lean and
hungry looking man the Minister. ”
I say “ with apologies ” because I am
merely quoting what he said.
And I to be charged yesterday with
having desired a portfolio ! The truth
is—I hope the Hon. Prime Minister in
his time and in his turn will bear me
out—that I wanted to be left out of
the Cabinet.

Sir, quite unnecessarily, reference
has been made to my party and to
its origin. I will say this: My party
was formed to be the political forum
of the Tamil-speaking people, and the
doubtful honour of having split
that party lies with these gentlemen.

Today, I was going to make a
different speech but for the aberra-
tions of the last speaker. I
was coming here to make an appeal
to my Friends. The time is not ripe
for us to merely wash dirty linen
here. Here is a community that is in
dire straits. It requires all our energy,
it requires all our strength, it requires
all our capacity to come to their aid ;
instead of which time is spent in
concocting fallacies, creating
illusions and generally misleading
people.

Sir, I advocated balanced represen-
tation. With my last breath I will not
deny it. This person who had the
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effrontery to criticize me forgot that
his political guru followed behind me
in my demand, stood by me, helped
me, if only with my books. Has there
been no result of the representations
made to the Soulbury Commission ?
The Kodeswaran case is the answer—
Section 29 of the Constitution. That
was a result of our labours ; the only
safeguard left for a national minority
in this country under the present
Constitution.

Sir, “barren”, says he. What
impertinence! Barren? We had
bigger men than he, and better times
have we seen.

Before the grant of independence,
across the Floor of this House I asked
the then Prime Minister, the late
Mr. D. 5. Senanayake, on the day of
the declaration of the grant of Inde-
pendence, “ What about the Nandhi
flag ? ” He agreed, and the Nandhi flag
flew—I think some of you know that
—in Independence Hall that day. I
have been belaboured in a whole
election by this party, with the
adventitious aid of a one-time and
present Senator, that I had sold the
Tamils by accepting some flag. I am
not proud of the flag. A much better
contraption could have been devised.
But at least I fought and obtained a
flag to show that this country is in-
habited by Tamils and Muslims also.
And to the Muslims I say, I gave them
and I agreed to give them a width of
green stripe equal to the orange stripe
for the Tamils. That was the best I
could do, and I had no other way.
But I was lampooned, I was ridiculed,
I was libelled, for the flag [ accepted.
We have lived to see another dav.
They stand and salute that very flag!

Then I come to language. I am
proud to say that till 1956 and for
so long as I was in the Cabinet, in
spite of the resolution of 1944,
introduced by my Hon. Friend the
Minister of State and supported by
the present Prime Minister—though
not for communal reasons, I was
assured and I know personally—in
spite of that resolution, namely,
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that Sinhala should be only
official language, with the amend-
ment that was moved, and

accepted by Mr. D. S. Senana-
vake ; in spite of the Wijeyewardene
Commission Report which stated
that Sinhala should be the official
language for all purposes, I am
happy to say—if I may say so, I am
proud to say—that I was able in the
D. S. Senanayake Cabinet, of which
the present Prime Minister was a
Member, to prevent the implement-
ation of any of these rather reaction-
ary, rather harsh policies.

Came 1956. Came 1956 with the
new prophets of doom, the Federal
Party, and we know that since 19—.
I do not know how long the period
of Saturn lasts.—[Interruption].
The party was formed in 1948. In
1968 the period of Saturn is over for
the Tamils.

In regard to employment, equality
of opportunity was assured to the
Tamils, the Muslims and other mino-
rities all alike throughout the
country, and there was no discrimi-
nation.

This man of yesterday asked me
what the achievements were and he
said, “Zero.” Before I joined the
Cabinet, and after 1956, has there
been anything done in the fields of
industrial and agricultural and
fisheries development ?

Colonization schemes : The raising
of the Kilinochchi bund—[Interrup-
tion]. I do not think I will take
more than ten minutes.

ad DRE e 5nN6D
(Osorres L ofl Cor@priiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Shall we adjourn for tea ?

Bowlss DS1BNGEDHS

(2.1 &FLITBTLIST eIl H6T )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

It was agreed earlier that we will
not adjourn for tea.
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If the hon. Member is coming to a
new point, the Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.

&. on. 3.69

GHIPHD BewEn DGR  FRw®
eusY @y PewsY, MW wetn Bewdds wtn
oBn@ [8 od wid ocuelh dw.]
Qrwsndie D,

S GG, 21 FUTHTUST eUTE6T 2&E8TTFeT d
Saoflesrm  prsCal, @Guésoler ou &Bonsei
aunser [Has. 25. G umflen QuBoor] swenin
SIS @) T ST

Whereupon MRr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left
the Chair, and MRgr. DEpuTY CHAIRMAN OF
CommiItTTEES [MR. G. J. PARIS PERERA]
took the Chair.

G5y HHVACS Desu.

('@@ Gl Gdr oT LbLIGVLD )

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

Everybody is wanting to go for
tea, including the Gallery.

0 DRVE o BB

(Qserrar Lt ofl CE@priss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Why do you want the Gallery ?

ey HOICO .
(B cHe GuirereribLies )
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

Otherwise I cannot speak. I admit
I like a gallery. I do not deny that.

I asked the question in passing a
few minutes back as to why the
Federal Party has not, through any
one of its exponents or proponents
or what have you, said one word in
favour of the present proposals in
the draft Bill and the White Paper.
There was a somewhat belaboured
attempt on the part of the last
speaker to explain why in 1964
although the Throne Speech of
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike’s
Government contained a reference to
the establishment of district councils,
they opposed it. That question was
asked by some hon. Member. I think
it was my Friend the hon. Member
for Vavuniya (Mr. T. Sivasitham-

param). They said, “Oh, no. We
were fully aware of the pro-
posal “'for district councils. We
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wanted district councils, but we
opposed the Throne Speech in spite
of its reference to district councils for
the very great reason—would you
believe it ?>—that the liberty of the
press was in danger.” Most laud-
able! Let us see whether it is also
truthful. If in point of fact the
reason for opposing it was that it
contained a proposal involving the
liberty of the press of this country—

&l & o mnsne Q.
(B oyi- 88 Cor@pruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

What was the year of the Throne
Speech ?

e 5y HVICY .

(8 m. QurereribLieis)

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

Sir, I was a little disturbed. A
point was made by the last speaker
that they opposed the Throne Speech
of Mrs. Bandaranaike in 1964 for the
particular reason that there was an
implication that the liberty of the
press was being involved ; otherwise
they would have accepted the district
councils. This was the answer that
was given when the hon. Member
for Vavuniya twitted them by saying,
“You opposed the district councils
then, but you are accepting them
now.” Does that bear analysis?
Does that bear examination ?

Let us examine the position in
1956-57. Everybody else has forgotten
that in 195-57 it was the Mr. Ban-
daranaike’s Government. Mr. Ban-
daranaike in 1956 itself, soon after
the Choksy Report was published,
referred to the fact that he would
introduce institutions in the
nature of regional councils to meet—
I do not want to delay the House by
quoting it—difficulties confronting
the local government institutions. He
said that. It is true that they did
nothing at that time. I do not want to
examine how they voted. But in 1957
what happened? In 1957—this is very,
very interesting and I cannot  resist
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it; I am thankful to my young Friend
who gave me the reference—this is
what the Throne Speech said:

“In order to secure greater efficiency in
the administration, a large measure of
decentralization will be achieved by the
establishment of Regional Councils. ”—

By the establishment of regional
councils !

—“ A Bill for this purpose has been
prepared and will be presented for your
consideration. ”

That was in the Throne Speech.

Then I refer to Hansarp of 17th
June 1957 ; Column 110 of Volume 28.
This is important for the record. Mr.
Chelvanayakam, the Member for
Kankesanturai, moved an amend-
ment. This is very significant :

“that the proposed Regional Councils
besides being subservient to the over-
riding power and authority of a Minister
of State will also not be entitlea to any
control of autonomy over many subjects
such as health, education, industry, land
settlement, colonization, etc., and, there-
fore, bears no comparison with, but really
is in complete confrast to the status and
functions of an autonomous State or can-
Epn established under a Federal Constitu-
I()Il ; n

Here was a proposal for the estab-
lishment of regional councils. Mr.
Bandaranaike went so far as to ex-
tend the boundaries of a regional
council throughout a province and
more, but not the minor prophet of
yesterday but the senior prophet of
yester- year says, “No. Rebional
councils ? No autonomy. Under the
control of a Minister of State
What is the use of that ? This is not
what we have been fighting for.”

He pooh-poohed the idea. I read out
from his amendment. I will now read
from his speech. In fairness to him,
Mr. Deputy Chairman, I am fully
armed, all because of what happened
yesterday. Otherwise I would have
spoken off my cuff.

Colume 125 of the same volume
reads thus:

“Regional councils are glorified local
bodies. They owe their existence not to
the Constitution but to a piece of legisla-
tion 7
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One would have thought it was a
piece of dirt!

__“one Act or one statute of this Par-
liament, dnd a regional council is subordi-
nate in function to the Government of the
country.”

He wanted some kind of institution
which is not subordinate to the
Government of the country.

“We do not consider regional councils
in any way an appzopriate alternative to
federalism. ”’

This was what Mr. Chelvanayakam
said, speaking on the Throne Speech
of June 1957.

Sir, this is the response to an offer
of regional councils with all the
powers adumbrated by Mr. Bandara-
naike. They would not touch it. It is
just a glorified local body. It is not
an independent Constitution. It is
dependent on the will of Parliament.

He was speaking of something very,

very different. Yet these pro-
phets of today accept what
has been critically analysed

by my Friend the Hon. Prime
Minister as being the very shadow
of some kind of regional council, a
mere district council. He has analys-
ed how fundamentally they differ.

Yet they are accepting it and I
have no doubt they will extol it to
whomever is left of the remnants of
the gullible masses who were so mis-
led as to follow them.

In 1956 what happened ?
They came fresh from an
election. They had told the Tamil
people, “ The Tamil state in coming.”
Risortn  CousnrBLom@)) QLI T 65T T LDLIGYLD
“I1f you want Sinhala, send
Ponnambalam. ” Do not laugh. It is
a fact. Can anyone dare deny that?
“If you want Sinhala, send Ponnam-
balam. If you want Tamil, send us. ”
And the people believed you, and the
poor old women believed you.

@&y @!&ﬁn@@é@s&-ﬁ

(G ermay c‘p;réfasrg}gau& @@@Jﬂ")

(An hon. Member)

What about the young women ?

Bewldm 575 @eFDC®

3052

e B wen 89968 Glei kbl

gy HOICE c.
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(Mr. Ponnambalam)
The young women know.

All these things come to this. You
are not going to deceive all the peo-
ple all the time.

I am very sorry, believe me, that
my hon. Friend, the Member for
Kankesanturai (Mr. Chelvanayakam)
is physically somewhat low, but I
wish he would at least read my con-
tribution.—|[ Interruption]. Now it is
relegated to prophecy, not to actua-
lity.” Let us accept the district
councils now. Later on the Sinhalese
people, not we, will ask for more
power to be put into this empty shell
of a district council.”” Then you
quoted that expression “ panoplied in
power 7. 1 am talking to an empty
seat. This is all in the limbo of the
future, a major prophecy.

ab O BDewny
(Qserran Iymsssalr PR,
(An hon. Member)

It is too hard.

e sy HOACS Sew.
( B cm- QLI BT GTLDLIGLD )
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

Why too hard? May I ask, what is
the guarantee ? This is the last bul-
wark of liberalism in this country, the
last of the liberal forces. And if this
is all this liberal force can give, and
it is hailed as divisive, as separation,
as truncation of the country on the
other side, I ask you, what hope in
hell have you to have greater powers
in the future? I am supposed to have
turned tables. Not on my life. In
1956, hot from the elections, where
my party was reduced to one, myself,
they came in. They marched to Trin-
comalee, they held a meeting, called
it a convention, held out four
demands, immutable, unchangeable,
irrevocable : federal government,
parity for Tamil, no colonization of
the Northern and Eastern Provinces,
full citizenship rights for the Indians.
T would personally, if I am not exas-
perating the feelings of the Sinha-
lese, subscribe to the last three. But
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that is not the point. They said,
“ This or nothing else. ” They said in
one year they will start direct action.
That was the ultimatum in the March
1956 convention.

One year later, what happened ?
Where was this federalism ? Where
were the language rights of the
Tamils ? Where were the poor
Indians’ citizens rights? The
hordes of Dravidastan, for no reason
at all, surrendered and went to
Horagolla, and at Horagolla was
written that woeful document—a
document of wvery questioned
memory, unregretted memory—the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact.
The Tamil people had been beguiled
and fooled into thinking nothing
short of a Tamil state. And one year
later what did Mr. Bandaranaike say
on the Floor of this House and in
published documents ? He said, “ Let
it be clearly understood by my
friends of the Federal Party, there
will be no negotiation unless they
accept the spirit and letter of the
Sinhala only Act that Sinhala shall
be the only official language in the
whole of Ceylon and in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces.” And it was
on that the negotiations went on. On
the question of the Indians for whom
they shed tears over the years, and
abused me and reviled me, Mr.
Bandaranaike said, “I told them that
that is not their concern, that it would
be a matter for discussion between
me, the Prime Minister of this
country, and the Indian Prime Minis-
ter.”

For purposes of record I say that
on the question of federalism he told
them, “ I shall not discuss federalism
or regional autonomy ” and yet nego-
tiations went on that resulted in a
pact of unhallowed memory.

Sir, I raised the banner of revolt,
the banner of opposition, against that
pact in the North and my Friend the
Hon. Prime Minister did the same in
the South. We were both lumped to-
gether as traitors. They said, “ Why ?
Ponnambalam is just doing that at
the behest of Dudley Senanayake.
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Dudley Senanayake started opposing
it in the South and G. G. Ponnam-
balam is echoing his master’s
voice.” 1 never acknowledged any
master and Mr. Dudley Senanayake
knows it and this country knows it.
I accept friends, and I co-operate
with them, but I accept no master.
We were dubbed as enemies of the
Tamils.

The hands of the clock have done
a complete turn. I opposed the regio-
nal councils and I oppose the district
councils. The last speaker said that
there is no difference between dis-
trict councils and regional councils.
Mr. Deputy Chairman, there is as
much difference between them as
there is between chalk and
cheese. The district council is
chalk and the regional council pro-
posed by Mr. Bandaranaike was
cheese. They voted against cheese
and they are now chewing the chalk.

I am supposed to be sabotaging
something that the Tamils are going
to get. May I give this solemn assu-
rance to this House and to my people
outside—and the Hon. Prime Minister
will tell you that it is so. I spent
hours on end with him and some of
my friends examining the draft Bill
line by line and clause by clause,
examining it with parallel legislation.
To a certain extent a number of
clauses which have been amended, if
I may say so with respect, have been
due to my intervention. I did my
best to see whether I could possibly
commend to my people anything
good in it. I say there was nothing.
Nevertheless, I only said I cannot
support this Bill or the proposals in
the White Paper.

Let me assure the Tamils that if
there was any germ of good or bene-
fit to them or to the country, I would
not take up this position.

o0

Cuaama [Brer (pY-&S (APeT, GTeT gy ST

&G rreerr  oeuraGer, erarg
vireaguiend Cue Coiarigu &L Grers
Bws8pam. apsar apsors FLi FaLuie
erid #Bipls Lrenagiiey CuSw s BreT Frer.
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May I, in conclusion, thank you and
the House for having patiently
listened to my speech.

&, on. 4.23
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“ Whereas the present Unitary System
of Parliamentary Government has been
imposed most irrationally and unfairly on
a bilingual country like Ceylon. (OFFICIAL
REeroRT, 11th June 1968 ; Vol. 78, ¢ 2769).
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O VDVE e N
(Caeorrar i of Creypriiss )
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, when
initiating this discussion on the
White Paper. I had occasion to talk in
Sinhala. This time I propose to speak
in English because some hon. Mem-
vers find it difficult to follow what
one says—those who do not know
Sinhala.

Although T am speaking at the
present moment, I might assure hon.
Members who wanted to speak on
this Motion for Adjournment that
this is not the final speech. ' Others
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who wanted to speak have the
opportunity to do so. I am speaking
early because I have certain other
engagements. As you know,
Mr. Deputy Chairman, we did not set
aside today for discussion of this
White Paper. It was to be two days,
and this is the third day, and since I
have undertaken some other engage-
ments I wish to speak now, but that
will not be an impediment, as I said,
to others who wish to speak there-
after.

Mr. Deputy Chairman, since
in my earlier speech I dealt
very comprehensively with most
of the points that had arisen
as regards this measure. 1
propose to confine my speech this
time to some of the arguments
adduced by hon. Members who have
spoken up to now.

Most of them spoke very gilbly
about unity. “We want unity, we
welcome unity, we will embrace
unity with open arms.” But if one
had  listened to some of those
speeches and the thoughts underly-
ing the utterances made, one would
have realized that this talk of unity
was a sham. I presume the unity that
some want is the complete subjuga-
tion of all the others. That is all
I am reminded of the boast of peace
that the British were wont to utter
when they were ruling places like
India and Ceylon. “We brought
you peace ”, the British used to say.
“You were fighting each other. We
brought you peace. There is peace
in Tndia. There is peace in Ceylon. ”
And what was the reply ? “Itis the
peace of the graveyard.”

The amity so glibly talked about
is the amity of subjugation. Other
cultures, other languages, other
aspirations, all must be subject to
one dominating force. Well, one had
only 'to listen to the spech of the hon.
Member for Dambadeniya (Mr. R, 3.
Senanayake) to realize that this talk
of amity is the bigosest sham
perpetrated on this country.

@ad. & o snnen .

(Bm oy 88 Ca@pruss)
(Mr R. G. Senanayake)

May TI'answer ?—[Interruption].
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(Qaorres i ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I am on my feet. Let him sit down.
Let me not come out with his
despicable past.

@d. & oW NG Dw.
(B 27 85 Cor@pruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

The thought of amity strikes him
only when he is Prime Minister !

aé ARG o N

Goorra LLofl Coepruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Yes, Yes! Let me not come out
with his past.

@8, & e nrNemd .
(8w oy 3 Corempriuss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

Please do come out with that.

aé RIAC ot NG

(Qaorray -t afl Co@priss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Despicable past of the hon. Member
for Dambadeniya.

@8, & o sNINeD .
{ﬁ@ %:f‘. g{i G.{F@‘gﬂ'uéiés)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

The last time too he said he
would come out with my past. Why
does he not come out with it ?

mémeen Bewisn wenBBHS
(@apssaflar o oEBTrETT 90T S6T)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Order, please !

ad RRE e M5NwH
(Qzorres L1 ofl Ca@priiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I shall come out with it in due
time.

They speak of amity: We want
amity ! We want to get together in
brotherhood ! The brotherhood they

BewlEm O5Y %) OeBACE

3084
e Bs wen E8086® ewddmm

speak of is to shoot people.—[Inter-
ruption]. When he was speaking
he wanted not to be disturbed. Will
he please do that when I am speak-
ing ? That is the sort of amity they
talk of.

Now I shall deal with the points
that have been raised in the chrono-
logical order in which they were
raised.

I am very grateful to the hon.
Member for Uva-Paranagama (Mrs.
Rajaratna) who sincerely—I under-
line that—who sincerely had endea-
voured to study the White Paper and
the Bill and who raised some
difficulties that were in her mind
and wanted those matters elucidated.
What were they ? The first important
point raised by the hon. Member for
Uva-Paranagama was the question of
employment, namely that people will
be shut off from employment in
various areas by the establishment of
district councils. I think she quoted a
particular section which refers to the
creation of posts by dstrict councils
with the consent of the Minister of
Finance.

Creating posts and filling posts are
two entirely different functions. As
regards that matter, I want to point
out to the hon. Member for Uva-
Paranagama that there is no separate
district council service, so that em-
ployment as it exists today will not
be affected in any way. If there is a
certain pattern of employment today,
that pattern will prevail and con-
tinue, because it will be those in
government service who will be
seconded to man those posts in the
district councils. In initiating the dis-
cussion I did say that that is an added
reason why, if and when the Central
Government wants a direction
carried out, there will be, not only
the chief executive, who is the
government agent and an employee
of Government, but also others, who
will be employees of the Government
and not members of a separate
district council service, to carry out
theddirection, unlike in the Local
Government Service. The Local
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Government Service employees are
not employees of Government. That
is a separate service. So, the fears
visualized by the hon. Member for

Uva-Paranagama do not arise.

Then again, the question was
taken up about village expansion
schemes, and much was made about
the clause which deals with the vest-
ing of land. This is a point that was
raised by the hon. Member for Uva-
Paranagama. A peculiar interpre-
tation of the law was given by the
hon. Member for Dambadeniya, per-
haps on the advise of his legal
adviser, once an eminent person.

And also I see the same idea in a
letter I have received—I wish to deal
with that too because it is a very
highly respected priest, Rev. Madihe
Pannaseeha, who has written to me—
and the letter is also in the papers.
I am replying to it. But I shall deal
with some of the matters raised. The
same matter is raised here, too.

This is what Clause 33 of the draft
Bill says:

“33. There shall be vested in a District
Council all such immovable property as
may be situate within the district and
may be made over, with the sanction of
the Governor-General, to the Council
by this Act or any other law.”

Now the great legal interpretation
given was that under this all land in
the district will be automatically
vested in the district council. Imagine
that kind of argument! I am not
surprised that he passed the law and
never practised.—[Interruption]. I
will not say more that I know about
his practice. However, according to
his argument, immediately this Bill
is passed all land will get automati-
cally vested in the district council.
As I quoted earlier Clause 33 reads :

“33. There shall be vested in a District
Council all such immovable property as
may be situate within the district and
may be made over ...... %

And he says there is a difference as
regards the municipal councils. I
shall now quote to you from  the
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Municipal Councils Ordinance. This

is what Section 35 of the Municipal
Councils Ordinance says :

¢“35. There shall be vested in the
Municipal Council of each Municipality
all such immovable property of the
following classes, namely : —

(a) waste lands ;
(b) siones, gravel and cabook quarries ;

(c) lakes, ponds, reservoirs, tanks,
acqueducts and other water-
works ;

(d) Crown lands, whether with or
without buildings, ”

Now, according to the argument of
the hon. Member for Dambadeniya,
the moment the Municipal Councils
Ordinance was passed, all Crown land
got automatically vested in the
council, and so now, according to
that argument, there is mo Crown
land in Galle, there is no Crown land
in Jaffna and there is no Crown land
in Kandy! Why ? Because after the
passing of the Municipal Councils
Ordinance all Crown land got vested
in the municipal councils of those
areas. Does the Member for Damba-
deniya realize the absurdity of his
argument ? Was it not apt when the
Member for Jaffna (Mr. Ponnam-
balam) said that listening to
the arguments of the Member for
Dambadeniya one would have
thought that we were all lunatics ?
Surely the hon. Member for Damba-
deniya has more brains than that. At
least he was born with more brains.
I do not know what has happened in
the meantime.

Then, of course, we had the argu-
ment that village expansion schemes
will come under the purview of
district councils. Quite right, but that
would be subject to the overriding
provisions of Clauses 74 to 78 in the
draft Bill, and, as I pointed out when
I initiatex this discussion, one does
not expect the Minister to use the
powers given by those provisions the
whole time.

The hon. Member for Jaffna asked
a very pertinent question. He asked,
What do you provose to sell to the
people by this ? I will answer that,
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Before that I would like to say this.
Land has first to be vested in the
district councils and that vesting has
to be done by the Minister of Land.
A district council can deal with any
property that has been vested in it
in the same way that a municipal
council can deal with any property
vested in it. For example, the Central
Government has vested certain lands
in the Kandy Municipal Council, but
that land did not automatically vest
in the Kandy Municipal Council
under the Municipal Councils Ordi-
nance. It is the same with regard to
district councils. Take for example
forests. They come under the purview
of the Conservator of Forests. There
will be certain extents of land which
in the opinion of the Minister of
Land ought to be vested in the
district councils. Then after they
have been so vested the district
councils can have their village expan-
sion schemes. Building up on this in
his own imagination, the Member for
Dambadeniya argued that all land
will be vested automatically in the
district councils when this law is
passed and, therefore, he argued,
colonization schemes will come under
the district councils. Why ? Because
according to him all land would have
been vested in the district councils
automatically with the passing of
this Bill! Does the hon. Member at
least now realize the absurdity of the
argument he put forward ?

@l & o sNsNeD S

('Q@ %n‘. 03. Co@priiss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

Will the Prime Minister permit me
to explain ? What I wanted to make
clear was this. When a land is vested
in a district council, possession passes
on to the ditrict council, not the title.
When the title is being divested the

. Governor-General’s sanction is neces-
sary because it is from the Governor-
General that you get the title, but
the actual possession of the property
is under the control of the local body.
I will give an example. Just outside
my premises there is a crown
property and there are a couple of
shanties there. The municipal councii

Bewl & Y %) VeHBUVCw
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has accepted them and given them
assessment numbers. My point is—
not that it automatically comes into
their possession—it comes under some
sort of control, and that control, if
used in the background of those who
want to create a campaign for
possession of land, a squatting cam-
paign, will be very useful to them. It
may not be so. If it is not so there is
no point in insulting a person and
asking him, *“Where are your
brains ?”. One can see how this
masterpiece, the result of a great
brainwave of his, is being denounced
by every single political party, every
village committee, and every priest.

A& RIAE ow NBNGH
(Qzerras 1 1 ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I will not ask where our brains are
because there must be something to
ask. Whatever it is, what is his
explanation : people will come and
squat. I will tell you that people are
squatting on crown property even
today. This does not make any
difference. How absurd it is. The
hon. Member himself knows that all
over the countryside people are
squatting on crown land. This is not
going to make any difference.
Separate action has to be taken by
the Central Government with regard
to squatting on crown land by people.
If action has not been taken it is
unfortunate. T do not know about
people squatting opposite his house. I
do not know what benefits he might
be getting out of it, but certainly I
will look into that matter.

#8. & cesnsnem .
(8w i 8- Co@pruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

I cited that as an example. It is not
a complaint.

a6 RDE @ NN

(Qzarrer i ofl Ca@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanavake)

Please sit down—I am not giving
way—for I have more important

matters to reply to. Now, Sir, that is
one of the big points he made.
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The hon. fair Member for Uva-
Paranagama (Mrs. Rajaratna)
was perturbed about the
fisheries aspect of this problem. We
all know that peopls from our coastal
areas go to the Eastern Province
during the south-west monsoon—
migratory fishermen—for fishing
purposes. Now, she asked, what
happens to them once the district
councils are established ? Nothing
whatsoever happens to them because
they can still go. District councils
have no right or authority to hinder
their going for seasonal fishing, and
fishing as they are accustomed to.

This is the sort of thing that is put
across to the people by various people.
I do not mind if the truth is put
before the country and the people
reject it. That is a different matter.

But when utter falsehoods of this
nature are perpetrated on the
people, the people, not having an
opportunity to hear the truth, will
nct only not know the truth but can
also be misled. Let them hear the
truth, let them object to the truth
and let us see what they feel about
it. I want them to know the truth,
not half-baked facts.

Now, I do not know in that respect
what the hon. Member for Jaffna
(Mr. Ponnambalam) had in mind
when he referred to our
having these barricades when we are
discussing this White Paper. Now,
that is also referred to in this letter
of the reverend priest. I do not say
this respected priest had any such
intentions, but I am aware of the fact
that it was intended to prevent dis-
cussions here by various people
coming and invading this place.

Mr. Deputy Chairman, we owe it
as a duty to each and every Mem-
ber, whether they be on that side of
the House or on this side, to see that
they have the opportunity, the privi-
lege, of debating and discussing this
matter without any hindrance from
outside. That is a right which every
Member is entitled to.
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I did mention when I initiated this
discussion——unfortunately those
Members were not here ; they were
discussing this in Hyde Park—and I
think hon. Members would agree
with me, that when Mr. Bandaranaike
introduced the Sinhala only Bill,
those who advocated parity could not
leave this House. They, the Sama
Samajists and the Communists, were
marooned here. They were marooned
in this House and they had to appeal
to Mr. Bandaranaike, the then Prime
Minister, to give them police protec-
tion and transport to go to their
homes.

Do you want this discussion to g0
on in that way ? Is that the demo-
cracy that you want to have in this
country, to find that the highest
tribunal here, this Assembly, cannot
freely and fairly and without outside
pressures discuss the matter ? And
what is more ? We are not coming to
a decision now. I am glad the hon.
Member for Nikaweratiya (Mr. M.
Tennakoon) thanked me for having
first introduced a White Paper for
discussion. We are hiding nothing.

When we produce a draft of the
proposed legislation with the White
Paper, we are told we should have
produced only the White Paper. If we
produce only the White Paper, we are
told, “ This is a trick. We must see
what is in the Bill.” Now, there is no
trick about this. There is a White
Paper, there is draft legislation, and
the draft legislation can be amended.

I remember—I want hon. Mem-
bers to hear this—that during tle
discussion in our Government Parlia-
mentary Group, some of the Musiim
Members raised certain matters and
we gave them an assurance that
amendments would be made to meet
their points of view.

So, we want to approach this
question in the correct way.
The hon. Member for Dambadeniya
says, decentralization is good,
but—if I followed him arisht—not
now. Decentralization is very good
but not now. Considering the way he
is behaving, could we ever have
decentralization ?
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He says decentralization must come
after there is amity among ‘the com-
munities. And you uu everything in
your power to prevent that amity.
This is the hypocrisy of it all. In
regard to the hon. fair Member for
Uva-Paranagama (Mrs. Rajaratna),
I do not say there was hypocrisy.
She quite innocently and sincerely
wanted certain things clarified. She
said decentralization is a good thing.
But how are we proposing to have
this decentralization ?

I was listening to the speech of
the hon. Member for Dambadeniya
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake). After
admitting that he was for the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact,
after admitting that he said that
because of the Bandaranaike-Chel-
vanayakam Pact the Hon. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike’s name should be
written in letters of gold in history,
I do not know why he condemns
this. Right throughout his speech of
four hours odd, I did not hear one
statement.——

8. & e snsnem .

(B i 98- Co@pruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
May I give it to you now ?

od DRAE oW vy 3D
(Oserres Lt afl Cr@priss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I am not going to allow even five
minutes of further time—there was
nothing. And practically every
Member who spoke, and also the
Rev. Madihe Pannaseeha, says that
of course this does not give anything
like the powers that were in the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact,
but this must not be done. Now the
difference is this. As far as he is
concerned, the difference is that I am
bringing the proposal. That is the
difference. And the reasons, I do
“not like to say.

8. 8, oW snrnem Ow.

(8@ i 5 Cor@pruis)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

What is the reason ?  Come out
with the reason. This odsh.@overy
strange situation. Last time he said

Bewidm 55 SeHACw
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he is going to say what I did to his
father, and now he speaks about my
despicable past. I want to know it.

aé ADE o N
(Qeorray Lt ofl Coepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

This is his despicable past that I
referred to, his attitude on the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact.

&, 8. cwsnsnem D

(8w Y 8- Co@pruss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

It will not take five minutes. I can
give you the answer in five minutes.

ad VAE o N
(Qsorrey i ofl Coe@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
I have not given way.

8. & e snmmem .

(8w i 8. Coaepruss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

Even those who signed the pact
on the other side started saying that
no amity was possible. We did not
achieve amity by that pact and there-
fore the thing was torn up.

aé VWVE oI 5NN
(Qaorsen L ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Then another canard is that the
Sinhala language and the language
policies adopted by Governments of
the past and this Government will be
affected by this Bill. That, of course,
is farthest from the truth. If you
look as Clause 23, you will see that
it reads:

“The business of a District Council
shall be conducted in accordance with the
language laws of Ceylon.”

Now, in the schedule we have
stated what the language laws of
Ceylon are. At page 34 of the White
Paper the term “language laws” is
defined as “the Official Language
Act, No. 33 of 1956, read with the
Tamil Language (Special Provisions)
Act, No. 28 of 1958 7. Both these Acts
were passed by the Government of


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3093
D¢ VD

which ‘the hon. Member for Damba-
deniya was a member. It is true
there are subsequent regulations.
Now, what are these regulations ?

I am reading from the regulations
passed in 1966 under the Tamil
Language (Special Provisions) Act:

“l. These regulations may be cited as
the Tamil Language (Special Provisions)
Regulation 1966.

2. Without prejudice to the operation

of the Official Language Act, No. 33 of
1956, which declared the Sinhala
language to be the one official language
of Ceylon, the Tamil language shall also
be used "——
It says, “without prejudice to the
operation of the Official Language
Act, No. 33 of 1956, which declared
the Sinhala language to be the one
official language of Ceylon, the Tamil
language shall also be used.”

——“ (a) in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces for the transaction
of all Government and public
business and the mainten-
ance of public records,
whether such business is
conducted in or by a depart-
ment or institution of the
Government, a public corpo-
ration or a statutory
institution.”

What does this mean ? Under the
regulations framed, the ftransaction
of all public business has to be in
the Sinhala language in the first
instance ; Tamil shall also be used.
This applies to statutory institutions
too. District councils are institutions
created by statute.

I read the priest’s letter. There
also the question has been raised
about the language laws of the coun-
try. These points were also raised
by the fair Member for Uva-Parana-
gama (Mrs. Rajaratna).

Next I come to the questions raised
by the hon. Member for Dambadeniya
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake), a good
many of which I have dealt
with already in the course of my
remarks, namely, the questions as
regards his welcoming the B-C Pact,
as regards his saying that decentrali-
zation is good, and so on. Of course,
as I said earlier, he said these must
come later, after we have created
conditions of amity.
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Then he asks, how can we stop
illicit immigration and smuggling ?
—[Interruption|. I am not laughing
—he is laughing ! He reads the drait
Bill and asks, how are you going to
stop  illicit  immigration and
smuggling ? I really must confess
that the remark of the hon. Member
for Jaffna (Mr. Ponnambalam) was
quite apt. How does this Bill affect
or encourage illicit immigration or
smuggling ? I do not know whether
it was a common legal adviser who
advised the priest who wrote me the
letter as well as the hon. Member
for Dambadeniya, because the priest
also says the same thing. The priest
brings out that argument in another
way. Of the number of miles of skore
around Ceylon, the Northern and
Fastern Provinces embrace so many
miles ; therefore, illicit immigration
will be rampant, he says.

The subjects of illicit immigration
and smuggling and all such activities
are completely under the purview of
the Central Government and not
affected one bit by this measure.
These are the absurd arguments used

in telling the people, “We do not

want district councils.” These are
the arguments—distorted and far
from the truth.

I have dealt with the legal inter-
pretation he gave us about the
vesting of land.

The next point he raised was about
loans. The hon. Member for Jaffna
dealt with this matter in the course
of his speech. Clause 50 of tha draft
Bill reads thus:

“A District Council may, with the
sanction of the Minister of Finance,
borrow from the Government, or any
bank, or other institution (whether cor-
porate or unincorporate) in Ceylon such
sums as may be required for any of the
purposes of the Council.”

Firstly, the borrowing can only be
done with the sanction of the M'nis-
ter of Finance, and any sum borrow-
ed must be in Cevlon. The hon.
Member for Dambadeniva says that
they can borrow from Madras.
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(8w . ¢ Corprusgs)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

I did not say that.—[Interruption].
The sponsors of the Bill say that.

o0& VVE o 1 sNeD
(Qsorres L ofl Coeypruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Who ?

@0, & cwWmmmznem dw.

(B i 8- Co@prubs)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
The Federal Party.

A VAC o mysneD
(Qsorres L ofl Creyprués)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Now he is going on the advice of
the Federal Party. He wants the
advice of the Federal Party to inter-
pret Clause 50!

@8, & o snsnem .

(Bm. . 3. Cor@pruss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

It is a@s a result of pressure from
the Federal Party that you are intro-
ducing this Bill. Nobody else wants
this Bill. If it is the wish of the
Federal Party that the Bill be placed
before Parliament, surely their aims
must be incorporated in it for them
to support it. As admitted by the
hon. Member for Jaffna these people
plan to get money from Madras.

onsY HOICO .

(8- QuirereribLiob)

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

Who told him that I admitted it ?
I repudiated it. He first fathered
it on me. I said it came from other
quarters and then pointed out the
clause and said that all these loans
can be raised in Ceylon and nct
outside.

8. &8 o snsnnm .

(8w i 8- Cos@pruds)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

That is not something that I am
saying. The Federal Party feel that
they can or they expect io get
money from Madras.

Bewd Em V5T VeBVCw
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o @ 3. DI BND (el @@B)

(Qaerrar  w. 9 eereflpruss—mpEa
YDFEFIT )

(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—Minis-
ter of Finance)

That is not provided for in the Bill.
—[Interruption].

OGS RAE et NNwWD
(Qaorreay t ofl Coepruds)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The hon. Member for Dambadeniya
must please sit down. He has made a
sufficient fool of himself. Let him not
continue to do so.

How on earth—whether the Federal
Party feels it or not—can they do so
under Clause 50 ? That is my point.
Probably, the hon. Member for Nallur
(Dr. Naganathan) is having a'” kinds
of dreams. I am only concerned with
this draft Bill. How can you cet loans
from Madras under Clause 50 ?

0l & o snrnen .

(8w i 8. Cempruss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

I wish he would explain the Bill

if there are any difficulties—[Inter-
ruption].

o DE ot 2NN

(Qsarres 1 L ofl Ceeyprusgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
The hon. Member for Dambadeniya

must please sit down. I am not
giving way.

and. & o snmnem .

(Bl i 8. Compruss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

The point is this. He is having
cheap jibes at me. Right through
my speech, whatever I had to say on
whatever doubts I had, I made no
personal attack or personal jibes at
the Hon. Prime Minister. If he wants

that type of warfare he will get it
next time.

oS DE e N
(Ozerrar 1 of) Qo@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
L-amoquite used to it.
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. 3. ow snvhwm .

(8w i & Coreypruss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

Up to now I have been very care-
ful and given him the honour and
credit due to a Prime Minister. But,
every time I listened to him he has
indulged in cheap jibes at me. I will
let him have it when the time comes.

S VVE o vy 5N

(Qserres L1 ofl Cor@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Does he think if I am afraid cof him
I will be here ?

@l. &, ow NG Dw.

(8- i 8. Compruss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

I am surprised that he is here. 1
thought would be in the bath room.

od RAE od NG

(Qsorras 11 ofl Ca@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The hon. Member must please sit
down without wasting the time of
the House. He has already taken 43
hours.

MOV BIoH Ly wSBH

(Gupsseliar oL gys@rreari yeiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committeeg)
The hon. Member is inviting me

to send him out of the House. I do
not like to do that.

o VDVE oW sNBNGD

(Oserres 11 ofl Cr@priss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Sir, when his arguments are
exposed he cannot face it. In fact,
he would have done better if he had
walked out with the others.

Finally he asked, “ Why do you not
expand the powers of local bodies ? ”
A very fine question. Why do you not,
instead of having district councils,
enlarge the powers of local bodies ?
That was the question he asked. Here,
with all the powers of control and
direction that would be retained by
the Central Government, he thinks
we are giving too much power to
the district councils. He says that
would be suitable only when amity
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prevails. But I ask, once you give the
local bodies power, where is the
Central Government control ? Which
is the local body which has powers
that are exercised under the direction
and control of the Cential Govern-
ment ? I like to ask that. Even a vil-
lage committee, according to the
powers that have been vested in it
under the law, enjoys complete
autonomy. That is why I said that,
in certain respects, district councils
have not got the powers of local
bodies. What howl would have been
raised if we expanded or enlarged
the powers of local bodies !

Then I come to some of the points
raised by the hon. Member for Point
Pedro. I am sorry, I always keep
making this mistake: I knew him
first as the Member for Point Pedro,
but of course he is now the Member
for Jaffna (Mr. Ponnambalam)

He spoke of concurrent jurisdiction
between local bodies and district
councils.—[Interruption]. 1 would
like to point out, and the hon. Mem-
ber will agree ‘with me, ‘that even
today there is concurrent jurisdie-
tion between the Central Government
and local bodies over certain sub-
Jects. For example, in respect of
the opening of ayurvedic dispensaries
and maternity and child welfare
matters, there is today concurrent
jurisdiction between the Central
Government and local authorities.
There is concurrent jurisdiction on
a number of matters, and if the hon.
Member wants I can give a list of
those matters, although I gave a few
examples earlier:

sy HIACE e,

(;_@@ G}ursﬁrwduueﬁf_b)

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

The moment the Central Govern-
ment starts one of these institutions

it gets automatically vested in the
local authority.

oS VVE o sNsuw
(Caorrar L ofl Co@prés)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Nu;
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oY HEACE .

(B G)urre&rsan,buw:_b)

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

Correct me if I am wrong. I do not
know of a single instance where an
institution like a maternity home or
a cottage hospital is established by
the Central Government within the
jurisdiction of a local authority and
is thea controlled by the Central
Government. [If established by the
Central Government it normally
vests in the local authority.

a& DAE o »NBNwD
(Qaorres 1 " ofl Coreypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

No. You can ask any member of a
municipal council or urban counecil.
It does not happen.

Then the hon. Member in the
course of his speech said that he had
no objection to expanding the powers
of local government institutions.

oY HEACD @
(8m Qureraribueb)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)
According to your Throne Speech.

aG; ADVE e N NwD

(Qzarrey i ofl Coeypruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

What would have beea the res-
ponse from the country, I am asking
you ?

e 5Y HEACO dwn.
(B QurereribLied)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)
Local bodies would have liked it.

A& DAE o’ snsNc

(Qoorrey 1 ofl Coeprusgs)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

But, in the circumstances, seeing
what is happening around, do you
think that step could have be~n con-
templated ? Perhaps the hon. Mem-
ber for Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G.
Senanayake) would have supported
it.

26w ED OB B) CeH e
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a& O BSlewwy

(Qaorrar oymsssaui exahar)

(An hon. Member)

He would have opposed it.

NG VDG e B NG
(Qzorrey Lt ofl Creppruds)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The other poiat he made was that
there is no popular participation as
such by the step we are taking. It is
true that there are no direct or in-
direct elections. That I grant to the
hon. Member for Jaffna. Now we
have parliamentary elections, village
committee elections, municipal coun-
cil elections and so on, and supposing
we are to have district council elec-

tions also, can the count:y take all
these numerous elections one after

the other ? That is the very strong
reason that guided us in taking elect-
ed people. One cannot say that they
are completely removed from con-
tact with the people. Those who are
exofficio members are, on the one
hand, parliamentarians who have
been elected by the people and there-
fore they are not divorced from the
feelings and the aspirations of the
people ; on the other, the chairmen
of the local bodies, also exofficio
members, are in a similar group. So,
avoiding the dfficulties of having
repeated elections, this is an
endeavour to achieve indirectly a
certain degree of participation of
people who are in touch with pepular
aspiraticns.

Now, the hon. Member also posed
a question about the food drive and
said that he knows the aaswer. I do
not know why he asked me that ques-
tion, knowing the answer to it.

I would like now to deal with the
subject of ministerial powers and
general control. Clauses 74, 75, 76, 77
and 78 deal with those powers. Clause
T4 says:

“Every District Council shall function
under the general direction and control
of the Government. The appropriate Min-
ister may, from time to time. issue general
or special directions to the Commissioner
and it shall be the dutv of the Commis-
sioner 1o’ carry out such directions, and
the“Ceotincil shall be bound to adopt such
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action as may be necessary to comply
with such directions, notwithstand.ng

anything in any other provisions of this
A.‘ct. 2}

Clause 75 :

“Whenever the Minister considers it
necessacy in the public interest, he may,
by Order published in the Gazette, amend
the Schedule to this Act by the ommis-
sion therefrom of any subject specified
therein with the object of removing such
subject from the purview and control of
District Councils., Such Order shall come
into force on the date of such publication,
or on sucn later date as may be specified
therein, and shall, on its so coming nto
force, be deemea te be as valid and etlec-
tual as though it were herein enacted,
until such Order is rescinded.”

Now, Mr. Deputy Chairman, even
in the case of the limited powers
that are transferred—the subjects
are listed in the schedule—at any
time the Minister can, in the public
interest, take over any of those func-
tions. We have a certain organizatio-
nal set-up already for food produc-
tion ; we have people’s participation
today, almost at the lowest level, in
food production. Thanks to the orga-
nization and the time spent by the
Ministry and the Minister, we have
got down to the wvillage level in
organizing food production through
cultivation committees participating
in the planning and through multi-
purpose co-operatives. I do not want
that disturbed at this moment. It is
working at full speed and is deliver-
ing the goods. So, a transition there
is not advisable, and I have said, and
I say now, that anything to do with
food producticn will, under Clause 75,
be taken away from the purview of
district councils.

Before I g=t on to the other points,
I want to refer to a letter which has
been written to me and which has
appeared in the “Ceylon Daily
News” of today. I intend sending a
reply to it.

As an alternative to the proposed
district councils, the Maha Nayake
Thero, in his letter has suggested
that “ kachcheries be termed district
council offizes and that the govern-
ment agents he designated presidents
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of district councils. ” He also suggests
that “the representatives to the
district councils under the proposed
legislation should be formed into
advisory bodies which can assist the
presidents of district councils.”

A very good suggestion undoubted-
ly, but that is what we have today
under the system of distrirt co-ordi-
nating committces. That is what the
Venerable Priest, quite innocently
and quite sincerely, has suggested we
should do.

We have the district co-ordinating
committee, of which the government
agent is the chairman. We have the
district agricultural committee, of
which the government agent is the
chairman. They are advisory bodies ;
they are advisory to the central gov-
ernment. Then, what this suggestion
means is that we take no step at all!

He goes on to speak about the Sin-
halese race and various things. And,
of course, he says, in the letter that
these bodies have ten times Iless
power than the regional councils
contemplated in the Bandaranaike-
Chelvanayakam Pact. And then, in
regard to correspondence he says:

“It must be clearly remembered that
apart from the correspondence with the
Central Government, the people in the

North and East are legally entitled to
do their business in Tamil.”

Correspondence is governed by
the Official Language Act. Correspon-
dence with the Central Government
must necessarily be in the Official
Language. Of course, the records
have to be kept in Sinhalese and also
in Tamil. Those are the special lan-
guage laws of the country.

Then the priest says that it is un-
fortunate that we have had to have
these discussions with barricades. T
have given the reason for it earlier.
It is unfortunate that some people—
not this priest of course—did not
want a free discussion in this place.
They want outside influence to pre-
vail:and to influence Members.
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Then he talks about the beaches of
Lanka. I suppose he was suffering
from the same misconception that the
hon. Member for Dambadeniya suf-
ters from. The Venerable Priest says :

“The beaches of Lanka are 800 miles
in extent; out of which, 500 miles come
within the DC’s of the North and East.
Traffic in illicit immigrants and contra-
band is predominant in these areas.
Hence these areas will double their
strength both in population and in the
economic sphera. The fruits of a Federal
State will then be clear to see.”

In regard to the control of illicit
immigration and contraband goods,
distzict councils have no power what-
soever. The army is there now along
the coast. District councils or no
district councils, the army will con-
tinue to be there.

. e, 6.30

sty BIewiLs BWMSBH
(cpésafler o1 s@rreari oeiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The hon. Deputy
Speaker will now take the Chair.

PG mléDutn  Bewlds w:msRH
Yeruewsy 72w PJowsy Bewldn DSZNGD
7@ YrusnGd e,

2 510G, Guesaier ou wEBonseart i
& 2sBrnsen g Heflest my BaaGa, ou suTETWET

DUNEET SV &MED G TEET.

Whereupon MR. DEpuTy CHAIRMAN OF
ComMITTEES left the Chair, and Mz.
DepPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.

ad VRVE o 3NN
(Qsorre Ll afl Caeyprudgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the hon.
Member for Jaffna (Mr. Ponnam-
balam) wanted to know why we
want to have this in a hurry. There
is no hurry. In fact, I am glad he
used the word “hurry”. I stressed
this fact in my earlier speech. There
Is no hurry about a subject that is
40 years old. This started 40 years
ago in 1928. Time and again it was
taken up. In our case, as a Govern-
ment we have mentioned this matter
in three Throne Speeches—in 1965,
1966 and 1967—and, what is nmore, we

Bewddm @55 Qedacwn
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have brought a White Paper. We
have brought draft legislation before
you. There is no hurry. We have not
tried to smuggle it in, nor are we in
a desperate hurry about it. We have
spent a lot of time over it. The hon.
Member himself is aware of the
number of hours I spent answering
his questions at the conference. We
went on till midnight practically

every day.

As I stated, all along there was a
feeling that a certain measure of de-
centralization was necessary. This
feeling prevailed right along. It was
recommended by the Donoughmore
Commissioners ; it was discussed in
the State Council ; the State Council
accepted a motion by Mr. R. S. S.
Gunawardena and Mr. Bandaranaike
himself put forward the idea in 1947.
Then we have the Choksy Report re-
commending the idea. Then, of
course, there was the Bandaranaike-
Chelvanayakam Pact which included
regional councils.

That is the point I wish to stress.
The fair Leader of the Oppositiin
says, “Well, Mr. Bandaranaike
brought a proposal to establish re-
gional councils. It was opposed. He
tore it up and now we have nothing
more to do with it.” That is nnt
correct. That is absolutely and totally
false, to say the least. They had it
in two Throne Speeches—before the
Coalition was formed in the 1963
Throne Speech, and in the 1964
Throne Speech after the Coalition
was formed. And there it was not a
guestion of district councils under the
direction and control of the central
government. There was nothing to
that effect.

Then there was the Mahatantila
Committee which was appointed
when they were the Government.
There was a report of that commit-

tee and also a draft Bill which gave
much more powers than the proposed
District Councils Bill, powers never
contemplated in this Bill. There were
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minutes of meetings where the
Minister handling the subject had de-
ferred the discussions on the matter.
So, the idea of decentralization
was never given up. It was always
there; it continued to be there, and
practically every party was in favour
of decentralization of power. At the
moment the contention is that every
party is against this idea. I do not
know whether the hon. Member for
Jaffna considers himself an excep-
tion to that.

sy MEACS @ca.

(8- GuireTeTibLIh )

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

I was opposed to regional councils.

G RAE i sNNGD
(Qserrey 1 1 ofl Coempriss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

He opposed regional councils but
he was for decentralization.

ey HEACE .
(8w QuirerearLbLeLD)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

I was for extension of local govern-
ment—

aG VDE o ZNBNGED
(Qearres 1 L ofl Co@prusgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

And I gave my reply to it. That
also is a form of decentralization.

sy HSICD .
(B GurereribLies )

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

That is another matter.

DG VVE ot 3NN W
(Caorrey 11 ofl Coreypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

So, practically every party was for
decentralization. There was an occa-
sion when the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) asked the
question, “When are you going to
bring in the District Councils
Bill ?” When I asked him, “Are
you for it” as late agi1966,.he
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said, “T am a hundred per cent for
it. When are you going to replace the
colonial kachcheri system ?” So,
what I contend is this: there is no
party that was against decentraliza-
tion. The U. L. F. Common Pro-
gramme was quoted by the hon
Member for Vaddukkodiai yester
day. You will see therefore that
every party is for decentralization.

Various weapons have been used at
various times to be labour the Gov-
ernment. They thought that with
the rice cut the end had come. It had
not. Like that, every opportunity was
made use of. I am not surprised then
that they could not face this Debate
because of their past. They cannot
reply about their past on this very
subject.

I should say in fairness to the
Federa] Party that this is not what
they want. This is nothing like what
they want. The hon. Member for
Jaffna himself will bear testimony.

Gy 5HOICO .
(5w Guireraribrioh)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

I say, I do.

ad WVE @’ N BN
(Ceorre L ofl Crepruds)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Naturally they wanted very much
more powers. There had to be a cer-
tain amount of compromise in the
matter. That is how we arrived at
this draft Bill ultimately. There
must have been umpteen drafts at
various times. I was rather amused
that some sections of the press got
hold of a draft and said, “ This is the
Distriet Councils Bill ” without rea-
lizing that within a couple of days
that dratt was amended. Since they
said that that was a great secret they
revealed, we have had about 25 drafts.

In a matter like this there was dis-
cussion between the Federal Party
and myself ; there was discussion
between the leaders of parties that
formed the National Government
and myself along with some of my
Ministers; there was discussion in
the Cabinet. At all these stages vari-
ous, amendments were made. The
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hon. Member for Nikaweratiya (Mr.

M. Tennakoon) also welcomed decen-

tralization. Is that correct? How does

he want decentralization ? Dces he

want local bodies to have more
powers?

D¢

D8 emsY »om5Y O,
(Bip- a1 Qzererslarer)
(Mr. M. Tennakoon)

Bring about national unity.

oG VDE o NN

(Qeorray ' afl Cr@priss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

First bring about national unity
and then decentralize? And, in
the meantime, everything is being
done by certain people to stop the
achievement of national unity.

DO, ey »e 5y D,
(8- orib. QserarsCarer)
(Mr. M. Tennakoon)

I have not done that.

aé DRAE e N

(Csorras 11 ofl Coepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I accept that. I am not making any
charge against the hon. Member.

May this country be saved from
those people who say, “ First bring
about national unity; then decentra-
lization is good,” and at the same
time do everything possible to pre-
vent unity.

That is all I wish to say with re-
gard to that aspect. Their position is
that we should bring about national
unity first and then think of decen-
tralization. Their whole argument is
absurd.

They say that terrible powers are
being given to the district councils,
and if they suddenly take it into
their heads to use the powers, they
can do the most diabolical things,
some of which were referred to. For-
]'gtllnately, those things are not possi-
“ble.

Bewldm 05735 DeFDCes
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So the crux of the whole question
is this. Are you for some measure of
decentralization? If you are, there are
various ways, I grant. You can do it
by extending central government
activities in this fashion. The hon.
Member for Jaffna (Mr. Ponnam-
balam) calls this “ hybrid abortion. "
Now the child. the genuine child he
suggests is the extension of the
powers of local government bodies.

As I said, there are different ways
of decentralizing. One way of doing
it is the method we have chosen, re-
taining the power to the central gov-
ernment not only to give general and
special directions, but to dissolve
these bodies when the need arises.
and even to remove certain subjects
that are delegated in the schedule.
That is all.

Therefore, on the one hand, I
would like hon. Members not to be
taken in by these mischievous false
prophets. Everybody here has intelli-
gence. This is not a very intricate
proposal, and the White Paper can
be read in a matter of half an hour.
I ask hon. Members to consider
whether any of the points raised
against this proposal can hold water.
On the other hand, I would like
them to consider seriously the ques-
tion whether some measure of de-
centralization is desirable, ani, in
the circumstances of the country to-
day, whether this is not the best
compromise we can arrive at. I ask
hon. Members to look at this propo-
sal in that light, and I am confident
that the doubts which some of them
have will then be cleared.

g. . 646
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G 0%ied wmEBelxsYn el@»®)

(8w dflwor
Yowssfler Lrrrenwerps srfusR)

(Mrs. Wimala Kannangsra—Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Health)
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It being 8 p.m., the Motion for the
Adjournment of the House lapsed without
Question put.

Motion made, and Question proposed,

“That this House do now adjourn.”—
[The Hon. Wanninayake.]
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(201 FUTETWST 96 s6r)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Does the House

- agree to go on till 10 o’clock ?
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(Csorrar ymsssanser)
(Hon. Members)

Aye!
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“ Chelva favours even pruned Bill :

‘Even though the District Councils as
envisaged in the White Paper will have
only limited powers, the Federal Party
feels it is pelitically advisable to accept
them. It is merely a means to an end and
we are certain we can obtain more
pewers as time goes on.’

This is what the Federal Party Chief,
Mr. S. V. J. Chelvanayakam, says in the
course of an interview published in the
Fedex;al Party weekly organ °Sutanti-
ran’. ’—

This is the English translation of
his statement—

“ _ ...As far as the Federal Party is
concerned, it is true that by the passage
of this Bill we are not getting that amount

of power which we were Dexpeetingodtnam Koundation.
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The Hon. Prime Minister himself
said this on the Floor of this House.

—“However, our party feels that it
would be politically advisable to accept
this Bill and establish these District
Councils even though they are with
limited powers. By and by we can obtain
more power as time goes on. The District
Councils in the Sinhala areas may at one
time clamour for more powers, and the
Government may be compelled to yield
to such pressure. As a result, those powers
will also be extended to the District
Councils of Tamil areas as well.”
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(Mr. M. Abdul Bakeer Markar—Beru-
wala)

I am grieved to see the turn this
Debate has taken. While the discus-
sion on the White Paper proposals
was going on various persons were
appealing to the baser instinets of
man through communalism thereby

bringing about Thatred among
communities.
When the hon. Member for

Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G. Senana-
yake) first started speaking I thought
he was trying to be a friend of the
Muslims. He tried to show us how
grieved he was about the conditions
of Muslims in Ceylon today. I thought
we had at long last got someone who
could champion our cause and
see that justice was done to the
Muslims. But when he went further
and tried to create certain differences
between the Muslims and the Tamils
and spoke in derogatory terms, I felt
that he was not a champion of peace
nor a person who was prepared to
bring about understanding between
the communities, but one who would
sow the seeds of discord and create
enmity and hatred between the two
communities. I wonder what his
father would have said, had he been
alive today, about the greatness of
his son, trying to bring about national
unity in this country !

I thought there was some-
thing behind the move of the
hon. Member for Dambadeniya in
trying to bring about dissension
between the different communities,
and when I listened to the hon.
Second Member for Batticaloa (Mr.
Latiff Sinnalebbe) I realized that the
hon. Member for Dambadeniya had
succeeded to some extent in trying to
drive a wedge between the Muslims
and the Tamils in this country.—
[Interruption]. I am not speaking for
the Batticaloa Muslims. I would ask
the hon. Member to take a lesson
from the manner in which the
Muslims and the Sinhalese are living
in_the Sinhalese areas. We do not
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offer provocation to the Sinhalese,
and there is much understanding
between the Sinhalese and the
Muslims living in Ceylon. We do not
provoke them and we have no occa-
sion to find fault with them. There is
much understanding between the
Sinhalese and the Muslims. As a
result of that understanding we are
prepared to do our best by the Sin-
halese community and they in turn
are prepared to help the Muslim
community as an elder brother would
help a younger brother.

At the time of the recent by-
election I was in Kalmunai and I
saw the manner in which the Tamils
and the Muslims were conducting
themselves towards one another. The
misunderstanding and hatred that
existed between the two communities
is attributable to the Muslim leaders
living in that area. The Tamil com-
munity in that area was not that

1 provocative. They were prepared to

give and take. If the manner ini which
some of the Muslims behaved at that
time is to be considered as the
general standard, I do not want to
call myself a Muslim.

If there is misunderstanding
between the Tamil community and
the members of the Tamil community
must take the blame. I do not say
that the Muslim community alone is
to blame. There are occasions when
the members of the Tamil community
as well have to be cautioned.

If you trace back the history of
communalism in this country it goes
back to the old days of “ Fifty-fifty.”
We know how at a time when the
majority community was anxious to
bring about a united Ceylon and were
prepared to go some distance to
secure that ideal, we lost what we
could have won as a result of the
moves by the then Tamil leaders.

The hon. Member for Kayts (Mr.
V. Navaratnam) mentioned how the
late Mr. D. S. Senanayake was
prepared to give recognition to the
Tamil language and how things were
moving in that direction, and then
there was the move to see that both
Sinhalese and Tamil were made the
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official languages. Then one recalls
how the then Prime Minister, Sir
John Kotelawala, went to Jaffna and
to Kayts and how he was crowned
and garlanded. The Tamils then
wanted parity of status for the Tamil
language. What was the result? As
a result of your own action a wave
of emotion was created in the country
and there was the demand: if you
want parity of status we want
Sinhala as the only language. That,
of course, is history.

When you come to the recent
past, the late Mr. S. W. R, D.
Bandaranaike was one of the Minis-
ters who was anxious to implement
the proposal for the establishment of
regional councils. Much has been
said about that subject, but, anyway,
you must also blame the Tamil lea-
ders of that time for the fact that the
regional councils did not see the light
of day. If the proposal to have re-
gional councils was implemented
quite a lot of differences could have
been straightened out and there
might have been better understanding
between the two communities. But
what did the Tamil leaders at that
time do ? They were over—auxious,
they wanted more and more, and
then there was the B.-C. Past. What
was the result ? I think I need not
reiterate the outcome of it because it
has been referred to over and over
again.

In the same way I find now, as a
result of some unfortunate conduct on
the part of certain leaders, that com-
munalism in the minds of the
majority people has been roused. I
do not want to mention the details
of it on this occasion.

While at the moment there are
some leaders who are making every
effort to bring about national unity,
understanding and  co-operation
between the communities to have a
united Ceylon, there are others
among the Sinhalese community
who are anxious, for political reasons,
to win over the masses by appealing
to the baser instincts of man. There
are also at the same time some
peoplea'who once spoke of Marxism,
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of internationalism, of being cosmo-
political and, of course, who did not
like that there should be any differ-
ence between an Indian and a Ceylon
Tamil, but who have now changed
their tune and are talking in terms
of communalism because they think
that that is the only way tc gain
political power in a country where
democracy prevails, where the count-
ing of heads matters.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, before I get on
to the White Paper as such, there are
one or two matters I wish to deal
with.

The hon. First Member for Mutur
(Mr. Mohamad Ali) mentioned
a telegram sent to him by a person
who has assumed the role of leader of
the Muslims in this country. I am
afraid, if this person has countes him-
self as a leader of the Muslims, that
he is mistaken, for the simple reason
that today Mr. Badiuddin Mahmud
has no following among the Muslims.
If he has succeeded in getting a
few young men to rally round him, I
might point out that these young
men are those Muslims who went
behind the Sama Samajist lcaders,
Dr. N. M. Perera and Dr. Colvin R.
de Silva. These young men have
come to the forefront under the
leadership of Mr. Badiuddin Mah-
mud and are trying to infiltrate
into the Muslim community and
appear as their saviours. Besides
that Mr. Badiuddin Mahmud is no
leader, and he has no following
among the Muslims. Of course, this
is not the occasion for me to speak
to you on the philosophy that
Mr. Badiuddin Mahmud is following
or on how empty are his Islamic
ways.

Again, the hon.
for Mutur mentioned
publication and the
Dr. Kaleel and leaders of the
Muslim community., May 1 tell
you that this question of district
councils was taken up at a meeting
of the All-Ceylon Muslim League
Central Council which had its
meeting at Beruwala about two or
three months back and at that
meeting a follower of MroBa

First Member
some paper
views of

Badiuddin
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Mahmud started kite-flying ?  He
wanted to move a resolution saying
that the Muslims were against
district councils. On that occasion a
large number of Muslim Members of
this House and Senators too were
there. The Mayor of Colombo and a
number of other representatives
from the districts were present. We
thrashed out this question, we
discussed it, and finally that member
who moved the resolution withdrew
it because his seconder said, “ For
God’s sake, withdraw it. None of us
will be with you.” That member was
compelled to withdraw ‘the resolu-
tion which he gave notice of and
which was discussed. That was the
manner in which the Muslims
treated them.

Again, it was only the other day—
the two Members who are on either
side will bear witness—that the
working committee discussed this
question of the White Paper. We
came to no decision. The meeting
was presided over by Dr. M. C. M.
Kaleel. One thing that was accepted
was the suggestion made to decentra-
lize governmental activities as it was
a good suggestion and there was
nothing in it that the Muslim commu-
nity could go against. Of course, we
want to go further and study the
White Paper from all angles and see
what effect it would have on the
matter of representation, on member-
ship and so on. As far as we are
concerned, the central committee of
the All-Ceylon Muslim League will
meet and decide on the nature of the
representations we should make to
the Prime Minister, and after that,
of course, we can see what the
Muslim community has to say.
Before that, I do not think it is
correct to quote from some ancient
paper or publication. We do not
know what the papers are.

I should like to point out to you
that I myself had been addressing a
large number of my party branches
within my electorate. Some of those
meetings were held at the request
of those branches because there is
so much being said about district
councilsn. and how people are


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3147

ad 3D

[¢ReE AHE md @, |

rising against the district councils.
At three meetings [ had, almost no
Muslims were present, but only mem-
bers of the Sinhala community. I
remember when I explained to them
the purpose of the District Councils
Bill, the manner in which kackcheri
administration was going to be hand-
ed over to the people, and how
people’s representatives would be in
a position to get their work done as
much as they are getting it done at
the village council level, there were
at two of these meetings some village
council members who proposed that
they were in favour of district coun-
cils. One was at a meeting of the
U.N.P. branch at Padagoda in my
electorate and another at a meeting
held at Magalkanda also in my elec-
torate. I pointed out to my Sinhalese
friends that they should never let
themselves be misguided by the pro-
paganda carried on by the news-
papers.

It is very strange that none of
these newspapers have mentioned
any of the msetings we have held.
T remember at one meeting when
I said that if in the District Councils
Bill there was any provision which
would go against the general public,
whether it be the Muslims or the
Sinhalese, I would be the last person
to support it, one newspaper reported
me as saying that I was against the
District Councils Bill—[Interrup-
tion]. I would not mention the name
of the paper. I can, if you want me
to. Anyway, that is the manrer in
which some of these newspapers
publish news.

I am also a chairman of a local
authority. I think the hon. Member
for Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G Sena-
nayake) asked if there was one
urban council that wants distriet
councils or is in favour of them. I
might point out that in my council
this question was brought up on a
motion moved by a member and dis-
cussed and the only supporter of
that resolution was the mover and it
was defeated.

The papers are not reporting news
that favours the Government,.Hor
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various reasons we find that the
English papers give one version, the
Sinhala papers give another version
and the Tamil papers give yet another
version. From the point of view of
circulation, I believe money matters,
and so they are taking different atti-
tudes at different levels. I would not
find fault with them. I only warn
the people not to be misled by the
news that appears in the papeis.

Now, we know there are certain
difficulties which the Muslims in
the Eastern Province are facing. We
have the members of the All-Ceylon
Muslim League and two Parliamen-
tarians here to look into that question
and we hold ourselves in readiness
to study the position of the Muslims.
I think the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Social
Services mentioned certain diffi-
culties. The Prime Minister him-
self said that he understood the posi-
tion. He said, ‘ That position has to
be remedied and I am prepared to
remedy that.” Having got that assu-
rance it would have been better and
wiser for the hon. Second Member
for Batticaloa (Mr. Latiff Sinnalebbe)
not to have come out with a speech
of the type he delivered today

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, when
we consider this question of district
councils and the District Councils
Bill, I might straightway point out
that there is a lot of muddling and
misconception at every level in re-
gard to district councils and local
authorities there has been a lot of
misunderstanding. There is quite a
deal of mixing up of the two ideas.
I think when we talk of district coun-
cils we must go back to the report
of the Soulbury Commission. And
also, when you think in terms of
local government you must consider
the report of the Donoughmore Com-
mission, which has described the two
in such terms that I cannot but quote
them.

DT &8 DTN EDDSH

(2.1 FUTBTLIST OeuTEer)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I think hon. Members have quoted
passages from that report off and on.
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(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

Sir, not from the Donoughmore
Commission Report. Most hon.
Members quoted from the White
Paper.

This is what the Donoughmore
Commission said with regard to
provincial councils :

“ One of the schemes which it is clearly
necessary that they should explore and
which to some students of the problem
promises the best results is that for the
creation of co-ordinating bodies to which
certain administrative functions of the
Central Government could be delegated.
The argument in favour of the establish-
ment of a Provincial Council in each
Province is that such a scheme might
result in a large part of the administra-
tive work now carried out in the Legis-
lative Council coming into the hands of
persons permanently resident in the
country districts and thus more directly
in contact with their needs ; in the relief
of the departments of the Central Govern-
ment of much detail work and in their
being thereby set free to consider and
advise on the larger affairs of the
country ; in the special views of the
different races predominant in the differ-
ent parts of the Island having effect in
the administration of these parts; in
members of the growing body of
politically-minded persons in the country
being placed in an honourable position to
render real assistance in the administra-
tion ; and in an increase in knowledge and
capacity of the representatives of lesser
local bodies who might be summoned to
sit on the councils.”

The purpose in establishing district
councils or provincial councils as
contemplated by the Donoughmore
Commission was to set free the
central government to consider and
advise on the larger affairs of the
country. That was the purpose behind
it

With regard to the proposals made
by the then Prime Minister, the late
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, I may
point out that what he contemplated
was not the decentralization of
central government activities but the
co-ordination of local government
activities. That is quite different from
the proposals of the Donoughmore
5——o0 14464 (68/6)
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Commission. This is what the late
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike said i
1947 as recorded in the White Paper :

“I do not think I shall be able to
introduce the Bill relating to Provincial
Councils before January next year. 1
propose to establish these Provincial
Councils with a view to co-ordinating,
supervising and controlling the work of
tocal bodies in the districts or province
concerned. ”

So, you find that the regional
councils contemplated by the late
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike were
not for the purpose of decentralizing
central government activities but for
the purpose of co-ordinating, super-
vising and controlling the work of
local bodies.

Then there was some change
brought about in the Choksy Com-
mission Report. The Choksy Com-
mission had to proceed within its
terms of reference. The Choksy Com-
mission was called upon to report
only on matters connected with local
government and not on central gov-
ernment activities. These are the
terms of reference of the Choksy
Commission :

“ (1) to examine the nature and scope
of Local Government in the
Island today ;

investigate = whether any
changes in such Government
are needed and, if so, to deter-
mine the nature and extent of
the changes; and

(3) to report and to make such
recommendations as may be

) o

considered necessary, with
regard to the following
matters : —

(a) the functions, powers, and
duties that should be
exercised by the various
types of local authori-
ties ;

(b) the nature and extent of
the supervision and con-
trol which the Central
Government should have
over local authorities ;

(¢) the ways and means of
providing the revenue
required by local autho-
rities for the proper
discharge of their func-
tions ;

the appointment, condi-
tions of service, transfer,
dismissal and discipli-
nary control of emplo-
yees of local authorities.”

(d)
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In making their suggestions the
‘commissioners had to keep within
the terms of reference, although they
Teported on certain matters which
did not really fall within the scope of
the terms of reference. Their sugges-
tions were more towards a grouping
together of the activities of local
authorities,

Then in 1956 Mr. S. W. R. D. Ban-
daranaike, when he was Prime
Minister, published the draft of a Bill
to provide for the establishment of
regional councils. He was concerned
about the bringing together of local
government bodies or central organi-
zation in respect of local bodiss.

I might also read out the preamble
to the draft Bill prepared by
the Mahatantila Commission. I+ says:

“An Act to provide for the establish-
ment of District Councils in the adminis-
trative districts of Ceylon for the
decentralization of certain powers and
functions of the Central Government and
Ior the replacement of the Kachcheri
system of administration by the said
District Councils for the purpose of
Securing a greater measure of participa-
tion by the people in local and goverr-
ment affairs and in effecting necessary
co-ordination in the planning and deve-
lopment of functions assigned to them and
the local authorities and to provide for
consequential amendments ~in  other
written law and matters incidental to or
connected as aforesaid.”

Even here you will find that the
S. L. F. P. Government contemplated
in their Bill the establishment of
district councils, that there was to be
a grouping together of local bodies.

When you consider the proposals in
the White Paper and the preamble to
the draft Bill attached to the White
Paper, you will find that there is not
going to be a grouping together of
local authorities ; it is a question of
the people’s participation in the
activities of the Central Government.,

The preamble to the present draft
Bill reads :

“An Act to provide for the constitu-
tion of District Councils for the adminis.
trative districts of Ceylon with the object
of securing a larger measure of participa-
tion by the people, under the direction
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and control of the Government, in the

administration of such districts, and for

purposes connected therewith or
thereto. ”

I am trying to emphasize this fact
because there is so much misunder-
standing about the purpose of district
councils. When you group together
the local authorities in a district, and
when you know the local authorities
are autonomous to some extent, and
to the extent of their autonomy they
are powerful and independent, then
there is something in the fear that has
been expressed. So, if, as contem-
plated by Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike’s = Government and Mrs.
Bandaranaike’s Government, there is
to be a co-ordination or bringing to-
gether of local government bodies,
then, of course, you could have the
fear—quite reasonably too—that if
these autonomous local bodies form
themselves into a group they can
wield some power. That is quite a
legitimate fear although it is not
substantial.

Under the draft Bill annexed to the
White Paper it is definitely a matter
of decentralizing central government
activities. May I point out that before
the Donoughmore Commission visited
Ceylon, before the Soulbury Commis-
sion visited Ceylon, and before we
were granfed independence—just
mark the period, Mr. Deputy
Speaker—we were ruled by a enlonial
Governor and he had what was called
a secretariat. He was in full control
and in complete charge of both the
legislative and executive activities of
the Government. That was rule
from the centre. In the provinces he
had his representatives who were the
government agents, and the govern-
ment agents also had more or less
their secretariat or what is called the
kachcheries.

After we attained independence the
structure at the centre changed and
the power that was in the hands of
the Governor passed to the Min-
isters. The power that was con-
centrated in the secretariat has now
been decentralized and it is under
the Ministers. Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, the structure at the centre
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has changed and it has now
become a democratic structure, but
at the provincial level for which
district councils are proposed the
structure has not changed. There one
man, a bureaucrat, is performing all
the functions of all the Ministers put
together. Today, the government
agents perform the executive as well
as all other functions of the Ministers
at the provincial level.

I ask you, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
should not that structure be changed,
should not there be participation by
the people in the executive functions
of the Government ? So, then, what-
ever motives the Opposition might
impute, whatever the others might
say, is this not one form of extending
what we have been fighting for ? Is
this not the means to give the people
the right to have a sort of executive
government of their own at the dis-
trict level ? If you view it in that
light you will no doubt agree that
such a change in the district and pro-
vincial level is long overdue and that
the Government is making every
effort possible to see that such a
democratic structure is found at the
district level.

But, of course, we have to consider
the question of the composition of
these councils and their functions. I
might say that if what is contem-
plated in the White Paper is to have
certain functions carried on by the
Central Government delegated to a
body at the district level, then we
must consider who should be the
people who should constitute such
bodies.

Now comes the question : are we
right or correct in getting chairmen
of local authorities to constitute such
bodies ? I know that when you come
to the question of constituting these
bodies with chairmen of local autho-
rities you are going to make a blunder
somewhere because you find there
is no weightage at all given to propor-
tionate representation. You will find
a town council with a population
of three thousand people and the
Colombo Municipal Council, which
has a population of seven hundred
thousand people, having a represen-
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tative each in the district councils.
An urban council will have one
representative in the district cHuncil,
irrespective of whether its population
is 20,000, 30,000 or 40,000.

A situation can occur where a few
town councils and village councils
will get together, although the popu-
jation they represent may total only
30,000 or 40,000, and overwhelm and
defeat the representatives of the
urban councils and municipal coun-
cils. Therefore, by establishing dis-
trict councils in this way, you will
leave room for certain village councils
to see that their areas and inferests
are looked after at the expense of the
towns.

Then again, on the question of how
a district council should be formed,
there were earlier suggestions made
that the members of such a body
should be elected representatives. For
instance, the Mahatantila Committee
provided for elections in the draft
Bill drawn up by them. I suppose the
Hon. Prime Minister did not wish to
have elections to district councils
because there already are village
council elections, urban council
elections and parliamentary elections.

I am afraid, however, whatever
might be said and done in a demo-
cracy such as that prevailing in this
country, that the best way of allowing
representation or allowing people’s
participation is by having elections to
district councils. On this question of
elections I have my own suggestion
to make. I do not know whether my
views will find favour, but all the
same, for what it is worth, I might
make the suggestion in this House for
consideration by those in authority.

A fact to be remembered and to
be kept in mind is that if it is a dele-
gation of power from the Central
Government to the distriect council,
the party that has power at the cen-
tre must be able to wield that power
at the district level too. A Govern-
ment comes to power every five
years and they will naturally want
to pursue their policies and pro-
grammes. Therefore, what is expect-
ed at the district level is a group of


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

A=

3155
D¢ oI :

[¢9s 268 @8 ow.]

members who will be sympathetic or
who will be prepared to implement
those policies and programmes. Its
only functions are  executive
functions. So, if you have one party
at the centre, and another party at
the district level opposed to those
policies and programmes, a rebelli-
Ous group, then to what extent will
the district council idea succeed?
Whatever programme you arrange at
the centre will not be implemented
at the district level, maybe for no
reasons at all, maybe for political
reasons.

Take the Kalutara District. Say,
you have a district council formed
there for the purposes suggested in
the White Paper. Then, I am afraid,
I will be the sole exofficio member,
the only Member of Parliament who
will, in addition to one or two oihers,
be in sympathy with government
policy, in that district council. All
the others will be representatives of
the Opposition.

What will be the position? The
Central Government will arrange its
programme of development and send
it down to the district level for im-
plementation. Are they going to im-
plement that? No, they will obstruct
the Government at every turn. They
will obstruct the Government as well
as its policies. So, at that level, we
are not going to get their co-opera-
tion.

Of course, you have provision for
the issue of general directions to the
district councils. It will be confusion
worse confounded, or you might fall
from the frying pan info the fire. You
cannot rule by fiat, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. The Ministers or the Prime
Minister or the Governor-General
cannot direct every time on every
resolution. If they refuse to carry
out directions, what will be the re-
sult? You will have to dissolve the
district council and you will have to
get the chief executive, the govern-
ment agent, to carry on.

What will happen is, the very pur-
pose for which you have district
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councils will be defeated because
the government agent, a burezucrat,
will be carrying out those funections
which would have been carrica out
by the district council. He will
now have complete power,
almost the entire power the district
council had. He will carry on.
So the purpose of establishing district
councils fails.

You must have some form of
election. That is why I was
about to suggest that for the period
of five years it is very necessary that
you must have at least a district
council that will reflect the policy or
the views of the party or the Ciov-
ernment in power at the centre. If
you are to do that, my only sugges-
tion will be to see that simultaneous
elections be held both for Parlia.
ment and for district councils. The
process is simple. For each parlia-
mentary electorate you will have to
carve out two or three district
council electorates. There you have
got the proportion of representation,
the weightage is given, population
per area, and the same principle is
followed. On the same day you have
an election for Parliament. Using the
same election machinery you can
have the election for district coun-
cils. Quite possibly the same party
machinery will work, the same pro-
paganda will be carried on and the
same candidates will be there. Only,
when you go to vote there will be
two ballot papers given to you, one
to elect the district councillor and the
other to elect the Member of Parlia-
ment. That is if you want the elective
principles to be followed.

I have one more suggestion to
make. Consistent with constitutional
law and consistent with the demo-
cratic procedures we are following,
this House elects a Senate. We elect
a body which has almost equal legis-
lative and executive powers. So if
this House can elect such a body,
why not entrust this House with
similar power to elect a body for the
district councils too? The details are
immaterial; they have to be worked
out. You are going to delegate power
to a district council where at the dis-
trict level you want your own policy
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to be implemented and your own
programme of work to be followed.
If that is so is it not in keeping with
our Constitution, is it not in keeping
with constitutional law, if this House
elects for each district a council of,
say, 10, 15 or 20, whatever the num-
ber ? You are following the elective
principle. As representatives of the
people you are going to elect a few
to the district councils. Together
with the Members of the House of
Representatives, those elected by the
House of Representatives and

a few nominated by the
Governor-General can form the
district council. It is a dele-

gation of power whereby you nave a
body which this House will control,
and the policy or views of the party
in power will be reflected at the dis-
trict level too. I would therefore
make that suggestion to those who
are drawing this up and are interest-
ed in it, so that we might not have
a revolutionary body at the district
level which will at the end defeat
the very purpose for which district
councils are formed.

I am very grateful for the indul-
gence given to me. I have as far as
possible attempted to point out what
the White Paper contemplates and
what procedure or principle we
should follow in order to see that our
intentions are carried out at all
levels.

&. n. 8.56
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(Mr, M. A. Abdul Majeed—Pottuvil)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the hon.
Member for Jaffna (Mr. Ponnam-
balam) stated that these White
Paper proposals and the eventual
Distriet Councils Bill will be bad for
the country and the nation and worse
for the Tamils. May I add that, as far
as the Muslim community is con-
cerned, it will be disastrous. Sir, we
have no complaint against the com-
ponent unit, the United -National
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Party. I am speaking very honestly.
I do not normally take part in
debates on the Floor of this House. I
have been here as a Member of this
House for about eight years, and so
far I have spoken only three or four
times. On this occasion the people
in my area have demanded that I
should speak on this matter. They
said, “ You normally do not take
part in debates, but this time you
shall voice our sentiments.” That is
the reason why I am here today. The
Muslims who are in the Amparai,
Batticaloa, and Trincomalee districts
fear the Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Kadchi not because of their acts of
commission or omission in the dis-
tant past, but because of their acts
after the National Government was
formed.

My good Friend, the hon. Member
for Beruwala (Mr. Abdul Bakeer
Markar) gave us pontifical advice
without even listening to our griev-
ances, and said that the Muslims
were at fault. I wish he would listen
to what I have to say.

I should like to adumbrate a few
instances of the treatment the Ilankai
Tamil Arasu Kadchi have meted out
to my community, having come %0
our areas stating that they are
speaking for the Tamil-speaking
nation inclusive of the Muslims. Sir,
you and hon. Members of this
House are well aware as to how the
Tlankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi made
strenuous efforts to prevent us from
learning the Sinhala language.
However, because of persistent
agitation the three districts that
I mentioned were able to get Sinhala

teachers to the Muslim majority
schools to teach our children the
official language of this country.
But tocay the Muslim children in
Tamil majority schools—there are a
good number of them—have no
opportunity of studying the official
language of this country. Hon.
Members are well aware that we, the
Muslims of this country, are almost
200 years behind the rest of the
communities.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order please! The Hon. Deputy
Chairman of Committees will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon MRr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left
the Chair, and MR. Derpury CHAIRMAN OF
CoMMITTEES took the Chair.
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(Mr. M. A. Abdul Majeed)

Sir, we the Muslim community in
this country are far behind the other
communities in every sphere. This
is especially so in the educafcional
sphere and it particularly applies to
the Muslims in the Batticaloa and
Amparai Distriets who are very back-
ward. Well, how can you legiti-
mately say that we are at fault when
we find the Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Kadchi leaders who came as our
saviours are trying to prevent us
from having even a working know-
ledge of the official language of this
country ?

Hon. Members are well aware that
in the Amparai District as well as
in the Trincomalee District we ha\.re
Sinhalese brethren who are settled in
colonization schemes. The peasants
and the workers will have to mix
with them and work with them.
Therefore, a knowledge of the official
language is very necessary not only
for the Muslims of Trincomalee or
Amparai but also for the Tamils.
What did our friends do? They
said, “No, you shall not study
Sinhala.”

Secondly, when the Bill fir the
establiskment of a Muslim Cultural
University was  introduced in
this anonst Assembly, hon. Members
are well aware of the performanpe of
the members of the Illankaii-Fgmii

speak for the Tamil-speaking nation.
What did they do ? They ran away
from this House. They did not want
to support it.

Then, again, hon. Members of this
august Assembly are aware of how
the Muslims had to fight to keep the
Muslim schools as a separate entity.
The Members of the Ilankai Tamil
Arasu Kadchi did not want the
Muslim schools to be a separate
entity.

SHED BN DE @,

(5 Qrrewrenfssm )
(Mr. Rasamanickam)
When was it ?
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(Mr. M. A. Abdul Majeed)

Even recently when for Grade III
principals about 25 Muslims were
selected—this can be checked with
the Hon. Minister of Education—
there was a telegram from an
Member of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Kadchi objecting to the selectivn of
25 Muslims as Grade IIT principals.

The hon. Second Member for
Batticaloa (Mr. Latiff Sinnalebbe)
told this august Assembly what
happened about a couple of months
ago in Unit 13 village in Mandur
in the left bank area of the
Gal Oya Valley in which a Muslim
‘community was settled by the
G.O.D.B. This Muslim community
was formerly in the Batticaloa
District, which is now divided into
two districts, namely, Batticaloa and
Amparai. Only five village units
are in the left bank area, and Unit 13
is one of them.

Some time back, you would recall,
there were communal disturbances in
Kalmunai, and Senator the Hon.
Tiruchelvam, Minister of Local Gov-
ernment, and the Hon. M. mH
Mohamed, Minister of Labour, came
and held meetings. During those
disturbances the colonists of Uit 18,
whp had been settled there in 1949
and whe have been living in that unit
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for 16 to 17 years, had taken their
wives, children and unmarried

daughters to their respective purana
villages, because they were surround-
ed by Tamils who were adopting a
threatening attitude. What happened
thereafter ? All those coftages were
forcibly occupied by the Tamils. I am
sorry the hon. Member for Beruwala
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar) is not
here. If such things happen what are
we to do ?

One-third of this unit is in my elec-
torate—the  Pottuvil  Electorate.
Those people whose houses have
been forcibly occupied came to me
and asked me to intercede on their
behalf. I wrote letters and I sent tele-
grams to the government agent. Well,
so far nothing has happened, and this
incident has become a running sore.
If the Muslims are not put back, I can
assure you that there will be trouble.
It is not fair to deprive them of that
land. This is something that has
been given to them. My people have
been living there for more than 16
years. And now what is all this talk
about a Tamil-speaking nation? Why
do you blame us if we say we are
frightened of our future under the
D. C. dispensation. The Ilankai Tamil
Arasu Kadchi had objected tc even
the implementation of the Paddy
Lands Act. I will tell you why.
Because the Muslims are the poor
peasants. i

Do not think for a moment that
when I speak about the Ilankai
Tamil Arasu Kadchi I am sp«aking
against the Tamil community. Defi-
nitely not. Please do not equate the
Tamil community with the Tlankail
Tamil Arasu Kadchi.

We in the Batticaloa and Amparai
Districts, the Tamils and the
Muslims, live side by side. You will
find a Muslim village, then a Tamil
village, then again a Muslim village,
and then again a Tamil village.
Whether the Muslims of that area
like it or not, whether the Tamils
of that area like it or not, we will
have to live together. The very fact
that we have been living together for
centuries shows that we have been
living amicably. But I ‘amycsorryoito
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say that after the advent cof the
Tlankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi that
amity has been disrupted.

If the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi
which stends and fights for the Tamil-
speaking people, including the
Muslims, had been a little tolerant
towards us, we weuld have supported
them over this Bill.

Take the case of the recent by-
election at Kalmunai. They demanded
their pound of flesh, and I know they
forced the hand of the Prime Minis-
ter. They said, “Our man came
second at the previous election. Give
this seat to us.” What happened? It
incensed the Muslims. That is our
capital for all the three seats, and the
Muslims are in a very big majority.
We pleaded with them, and if they
had been a little tolerant we swould
have won that seat very comfortably.
Now so many people are taking the
credit for that. I will tell you the
reason why the Muslims voted for the
other candidate. It is because they did
not want the country to know ‘that
the Muslims are with the Ilankai
Tamil Arasu Kadchi. They did not
want the Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Kadchi flag to fly in Kalmunai. That
is why the Muslims to a man voted
for the Opposition candidate. Never
in the history of Kalmunai have
women turned out in the’r tens
of thousands to vote ; almost 99 per
cent of the Muslim women vcted at
that election. They wanted to vindi-
cate themselves.

How can you speak of a Tamil-
speaking nation when you do these
things ? You are our big brother. We
have been living there for hundreds
of years. You say you are fighting for
our rights. But when you do these
things how can we have confidence in
you ?

I will give you an example of how
we Muslims have supvorted our
Tamil brethren. At the last election
Mr. Devanayagam was returned to
represent the Kalkudah Electorate
with the support of the Muslims. The
Muslims supported him in spite of the
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fact that there was a Muslim who
contested that seat and said, “I am a
Muslim. Vote for the Muslim.” There
are many such instances.

I have mentioned a few examples
of the treatment meted out to us by
the leaders who talk of the Tamil-
speaking nation.

We, therefore, have a genuine fear
that in the working of district coun-
cils in the Batticaloa, Amparai and
Trincomalee Districts our legitimate
interests will not be looked after.

Within the three years that the
Minister of Local Government has
been in office very many village
councils have been created in our
areas, but whereas our numbers are
greater we are still in the same posi-
tion or status.

I believe the earlier proposal of the
Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi was to
have an electoral college and for
every ward member to be in the
electoral college, in which case even
though in the Amparai District the
Muslims are in a majority, their
power would be less.

in Samanthurai East, we had a
very large village couvcil with a
Muslim majority. There was a propo-
sal to divide this village council. As
Member of Parliament for the area
my opinion was asked. I agreed to it
because I wanted to show them that
we are not against them and, further,
becatise the Tamil villages are scat-
tered. I agreed to two vilage ccuneils
although the Tamils were in a
minority. They were potty little vil-
lages. If T had known that the District
Councils Bill was coming in this form,
that representation would be in this
way, my attitude would have been
quite different. Now I cannot face the
Muslims there. They accuse me of
having made a blunder.

I want to make it quite clear that
we have nothing against the Tamil
community, but I am sorry to see the
treatment that is meted ont to ys by
the Tlankai Tamil Arasu Kadehi:
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I would have liked very much to
support the Hon. Prime Minister, But
after all, we, as representatives of the
people, must abide by their decision,
for they are our masters.

Why did the Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Kadchi insist on the introduction of
the District Councils Bill at this
Juncture ? I think everybody will
agree—and every hon. Member of
the Opposition must agree if he is
honest—that the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter, unlike any other Prime Minister,
has taken upon his ample shoulders
the task of seeing that we do not go
to other countries year after year
with the begging bowl in hand. Our
country is almost like the Garden
of Eden and it can produce all we
want for our sustenance. That is why
the Hon. Prime Minister has given
top priority to the food drive. We
must all give him credit for that.
Instead of devoting all our efforts to-
wards the attainment of self-suffi-
ciency, if we dissipate our energy on
this disastrous venture of establishing
district councils, what would be the
position ?

We are a very small community ;
we cannot alter the history of this
country ; we are only saying that we
want to be Ceylonese. We are not
asking for majority rights because
we know that the Tamils in our areas
would not like to be under us, be-
cause the Sinhalese would not like it,
and because there would be inter.
necine warfare. We know what
happened in the recent past at Akka-
raipattu in the Kalmunai area, where
a Muslim who did something to a
Tamil would be knifed, In 1 situa-
tion like that how can we proceed to
develop a country ? We Muslims
want to live in peace with everybody.
Our history is different, We did not
come into this country as forced
labour or as conquerers ; We probably
came here as traders and petty func-
tionaries of the then rulers of this
Island. Tt 'is also recorded history that
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our forbears did not bring their wo-
men folk here but intermarried in
this country. There is a saying in
Tamil :

" sTéDE Qo s eer K02 ; Ganemsi @aars
Bomngpn  @en%”,

That is to say, as you find crows
everywhere you will find Muslims
also. We do not want to be fragmen-
ted—to become a minority here, and
a8 minority there—and ultimately
lose our identity and thus become
an important force. It is recorded
history that the Muslims—I am proud
to say it—fought with the Sinhalese
against the foreigners. If I remember
right, Sir, during the time of the
Sitavaka kings, when the Sinhalese
deserted their own rulers we Jjoined
and fought the Portuguese.

We are not here to embarrass the
Hon. Prime Minister or to bring
about the dethronement of the
National Government. What I am
asking is this. We have right along
been identifying ourselves with the
national aspirations. My community,
from long before Independence, has
been supporting the late Mr. D. S.
Senanayake and the T, N. P. one
hundred per cent ang has continued
to do so. Why we should be put into
this predicament I cannot understand.

I do not want to take much of your
time. I would appeal to the Prime
Minister in the national interests to
concentrate all his efforts on the
emergency food drive. After all,
Wwhen we grow what we need, when
we find jobs for our young educated
unemployed, most of this communal
hatred will disappear. That should be
the aim at this crucial hour. I am
not a prophet. I am from the back-
woods. Maybe I do not know how the
Sinhalese masses wil] take it. But
it is my humble and considered
opinion that if this Bill is passed at
this juncture it will be a disaster
to our country and our nation,
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(Mr. Rasamanickam)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I would
have normally spoken in Tamil, but
for the benefit of my good Friend the
hon. Member for Dambadeniya
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake) I wish to
speak in English.

I feel very happy and proud that
I am able to say a few words at the
end of a four-day Debate on a matter
that has not only engaged the atten-
tion of the entire country but has
created quite a lot of controversy.

Hon. Members of the House from
all sides have, very frankly and in g
forthright manner, expressed their
views. Some of them have very truth-
fully and accurately interpreted the
White Paper and” the draft Bill
attached to it, while others have
either inadvertently or purposely
chosen to misinterpret it.

The discussion on the draft Bill for
the creation of district councils went
on for months among the leaders of
parties. On a number of occasions the
Members of the Federal Party had
discussions. Subsequently it was con-
sidered by the Cabinet. At the end
a draft Bill and a White Paper were
presented to Parliament with g view
to obtaining the opinion of Members
of the House, I believe it was not
intended to finalize anything on the
results of these discussions alone. It
was merely to get an indication of the
views of the Members of this House.

Mr. Deputy Chairman, we have had
almost three different Views expressed
on this White Paper and the attached
draft Bill. One view was: Let us
not touch it. This is not the opportune
time for district councils. Let us not
discuss it. Let us just forget it. There
was another group that expressed the
opinion that the powers of local
bodies be expanded rather than create
new institutions in the nature of
district councils, They argued against
the rereation of another body. They
asked," “*Why create another body ?
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Why multiply the number of institu-
tions in this country ? Why create
more elections ? Let us give more
powers to the local bodies and get
them to function.” There was a third
opinion that was expressed, namely :
the District Councils Bill does not
contain enough powers; it is just a
shoddy Bill, a Bill that does not con-
tain even the modicum of powers that
is contained in the Village Councils
Ordinance ; it is not worth it.

Every Member who spoke, even the
Members who said that the Distriet
Councils Bill should not be introduced
now, were of the opinion that decen-
tralization of the administration of
this country was necessary. Sir, we
have had a few speeches which were
very lucid, very clear, and very effect-
tive. The Hon. Prime Minister in his
opening speech made a very clear and
precise statement about what is pro-
posed in the White Paper. I was not
here to listen to the early part of
the speech of the hon. Member for

Jaffna (Mr. Ponnambalam) but
1 understand he made a very
fine analysis, a studied speech,

wherein he said that the District
Councils Bill did not contain enough
powers. I had the pleasure of listening
to the speech of the hon. Member for
Beruwala (Mr. Abdul Bakeer
Markar) just a few minutes ago.
He made a very clear and a very
lucid speech giving certain clear indi-
cations of his mind. So everyone in
this House agreed that decentraliza-
tion of administration in this country
was necessary.

During the colonial days it was
explained how the Governor, the
Government Agent, the Ratemahat-
maya or the Maniyakkaran or the
Vanniya Mudaliyar, and the Village
Headman, in descending order, ruled
the country; how the powers des-
" cended from one to the other; and
how after the attainment of Indepen-
dence power at the top has been
decentralized and handed over to
Ministers who are the elected repre-
sentatives of the people."It “has’ alss
been pointed out how the power lower
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down has not been decentralized and
the people of this country after
twenty years of independence have
not been able to participate in and
associate themselves with the day to
day administration of this country.

The crux of the problem is this.
There were the days when the ordi-
nary villager went to the Ratemahat-
maya’s office or the Maniyakkaran’s
office once a year, perhaps, to renew
a land permit or a gun licence, or once
a year to the kachcheri to ask for a
permit to purchase a gun. But today
the administration of the country has
been so diversified and governmental
activities have so multiplied that
they affect the day to day life of every
man in this country during every
minute of his life. Even the sugar
that you use in your tea every day
is a thing, perhaps, for which you may
have to get a permit. There are
numerous items like that.

So, today, the ordinary man is un-
able to live his day to day life with-
out contacting some government
department or other. I think you
yourself, Sir, must have the experi-
ence as a parliamentarian of more
than half the number of people visit-
ing your home complaining that they
have not received a reply from one
government department or another.
Those are the stories we hear.

The burden at the top has become
so heavy that decentralization of the
administration has become very
necessary and urgent. How can this
decentralization be done ? There can
be two forms of decentralization. One
form of decentralization can be
bureaucratic decentralization, that is,
a government department with a head
of department in Colombo and assist-
ants and deputies in the provinces to
transact business. They are given
certain powers. They are given cer-
tain provisions of money. They act
immediately as a problem arises.

The next form of decentralization
is what we are seeking to effect
today—democratic decentralization.
This is decentralization at district
levelaicgrhere the ordinary man,
through his elected representative,
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participates in the day to day busi-
ness. That is the only way of co-
ordinating work and attaining
efficiency in its execution.

The question is whether we are
going to have a decentralized
administration in this country, an
admindstration that is streamlined
and efficient in order to execute the
work more quickly than is being done
today, or whether we carry on with
the machinery of government that is
outmoded, rusty, not streamlined, not
adapted to modern needs, and
incapable of satisfying the people.

The question was asked why the
Federal Party was very keen to have
the District Councils Bill. No doubt
the White Paper gives you the history
of district councils since 1928. It is
not a new thing. The proposal for
decentralization is not a new thing.
But the Federal Party requested a
decentralized form of government
from about 1957 when we, for the
first time, entered into an agreement
with the then Prime Minister of this
country, the late Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike,

Mr. Deputy Chairman, if you ana-
lyse the pubile expenditure incurred
year in any year out in this country,
you will see a very strange phenome-
non. You will see that in certain
urban areas politicians who are more
powerful than the others get more
money for development. In the
matter of development the emphasig
is on the urban and suburban areas.
If it goes a little beyond that it would
be on the initiative of g3 very
powerful politician or perhaps a
Minister. The rura] areas represented
by many Members of Parliament
been neglected for

h year. In many cases funds do
not reach the rura] areas from the
top. Rural areas do not get the same
facilities or even half the facilitieg
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their social services are almost nil.
Their roads are utterly bad and im-
passable. They have no bridges.
Ferries are outmoded and are in the
most primitive condition.

Why has the Government not been
able to look after these places ? The
system of administration in this
country and the disbursement and
administration of funds are so clogg-
ed and choked by central control that
it will never be possible to achieve
efficiency. That is why we, the
Members of the Federal Party, have
discussed this problem in our deli-
berations. During the nine years we
have been in the Opposition we have
suffered the greatest loss as far as
our electorates are concerned. We
have suffered the greatest discrimi-
nation as far as our electorates are
concerned.

The fact that we have not been
able to get a proper form of adminis-
tration of funds in this country has
struck so forcibly not only us but
even our brethren who are voiceless
in other areas. They are suffering
because of this fact. That is why we
maintain that decentralization of
administration and 2 body in the
nature of a district council or g
provinical council or g regional
council will be the only solution to
this problem. That is why we took
an interest in this matter, not on gz
parochial level, not merely to deve-
lop Tamil areas, but to develop the
entire country as g whole, on 35
national basis. My good Friend, the
hon. Member for Dambadeniya (Mr.
R. G. Senanayake) should remember
that we have taken up this question
on a national level,

8. & o mnmcm ¢,
(& 2. of. G"ar@;sartua'sa)
My R & Senanayake)

Why do you eall yourselves “ Tamil
Arasu” ?

éaﬁs@aﬁﬁfm@ Qca,
(5. Qrriorenfla e )
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

amWEndeAnt  the entire country,
meluding the rural areas, to be
developed,
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To give an example: In a village
council today, if there is a breach on
the road due to floods or heavy rains,
it will be repaired in three days. I for
one as a village council chairman
know that the funds are there and
will get it repaired in three days.
But if a breach occurs on the main
road it takes six months for the
P. W. D. to get the estimate sanc-
tioned by the head office and then
have the breach repaired. That is the
state of affairs that exists today.

I have already given the reasons
why the Federal Party have taken an
interest in this matter.

Members of the type of the hon.
Member for Dambadeniya say that
this is not the opportune time for a
District Councils Bill to be presented
in Parliament. They say that the
unity of the country must be achieved
first. I think I need not give any
other reply than the one given by the
Hon. Prime Minister. You can never
achieve the unity you want so long as
there are people like the hon. Member
for Dambadeniya (Mr. R G,
Senanayake) in politics. They
are the people who create dissension
and disunity in this country. They are
the people who are responsible for
separatist movements in this country
as was pointed out by the hon. Mem-
ber for Jaffna (Mr. Ponnam-
balam). Every time the hon. Member
for Dambadeniya speaks, every day
he opens his mouth, he has some-
thing to say against the Tamil
community, he has something fo say
against the Tamil language, he has
something to say—

0. & o BNED .

(B 2 a). Cr@prii&s)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

Not against the Tamil community

or the Tamil language but against
your ‘ Arasu N

L@ B DO B,

( 55 @a’n’mﬁmﬂésaé)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

The hon. Member for Welimada
(Mr. Samaraweeraj by Noojedy
close companion of the hon. Member
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tor Dambadeniya, said that the
Federal Party must accept three
things before a Bill such as this is
brought : that we must give up our
demand for federation, that we must
accept the national flag and that we
must accept Sinhala only. He has
£ailed to mention two other matters.
He has failed to say that we should
also accept the religion of the majo-
rity community, that is Buddhism,
and that we should marry Sinhalese
girls.—»[f[nteﬂ‘uption].

Let me tell the hon. Member for
Welimada that the Tamil community
in this country will not go abegging
to the Sinhalese community for any-
thing, for our rights, at any cost.
We demand our rights and we
expect them to be given to us.
We are not people who will go
asking for our rights. Itis for you to
know what our rights are and to
take steps to grant our rights. You
develop that frame of mind. You
will not be able to get us to submit
to what you want done. Please keep

that in mind.

0. & o PHBENGD .
(8@ 5. Co@pruss)
(Mr. R .G. Senanayake)

What is it that
«“ Arasu”’ ?

you want?

Srsnr B DS e,

( Bl @rirairenflésid)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

The unity of this country, the
progress and development of this
country, depend upon the good
relations that exist between the
majority community and the minority
communities in this country, and it
is up to the people of the majority
community to realize that they have
an obligation by the minority com-
munities in this country.
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(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

What is it that
“ Arasy ? ?

you want ?

S1BNBN D D,
(B @rrewrefasi )
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

There are many aspects to this
question that I would like to discuss
but sinece I have only just twenty
minutes left I would deal with one
or two salient points,

We were asked why we are asking
for district councils. That is a ques-
tion that has been asked not only by
the Members of the Opposition but
also by the hon. Member for J affna.
(Mr. Ponnambalam). Now I
will give the reason for it. We
feel that under the Central Govern-
ment’s dispensation of funds and
bowers we are not able to get a fair
deal in our day to day administra-
tion. That is why we say that we
want a decentralization of the Central
Government’s administration so that
not only the power that descends
from the centre but also the funds
that descend from the centre reach
the ordinary man at the ordinary
level.

I have an appeal to make to the
hon. Member for Jaffna. In fact, I am
sorry about a certain incident that
occurred in this House and certain
remarks that were made as a result
of it in this House. Well, the hon.
Member for Jaffna had many things
to say about my party and the activi-
ties of my party, and I should
like to reply him in the same
strain, but I am refraining from
doing so for very good reasons.
Firstly, 1 do not want %o ecreate
further recrimination in this House,
and, secondly, we hope to reply him
in adequate terms at the correct time
and place.
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In regard to some of the questions
raised by the hon. Member I would
like to tell him that his only grievance
with regard to the District Councils
Bill is that it does not contain
adequate powers. Well, if the District
Councils Bill does not provide-
adequate powers, I should like to
mention the fact that no finality has
been reached yet with regard to it.
We have discussed it over and over
again, the Government is still dis-
cussing it, and we have the right to
make any suggestion or amendment
that we want. Let us accept the
District Councils Bill in some form
and work it without merely
saying : this does not provide enough
powers and therefore we cannot
accept it. Once again I say, let us
accept the District Councils Bill and
work it because we feel that it is
through an institution like district
councils that some co-ordinated deve-
lopment in this country can be
carried out successfully.

I would tell my friends of the Left
parties who are not in the House that
they are trying to make the proposal
for district councils a weapon in their
hands to get over the unpopularity to
which they have been subjected in
the country during the last several
months. They have no way of reply--
ing to the questions that are raised in
this House over this matter and, I
suppose, that may be one of the.
reasons why they decided to boycott
this Debate. I wish to appeal to them
and tell them that they should not
make this an issue to deny to this
country a democratic step forward
that it well deserves after twenty
years of independence.

Now I come to three of my Collea-
gues who made certain remarks right
at the end of the Debate. The first
was the Second Member for Batti-
caloa (Mr. Latiff Sinnalebbe) who
made certain uncalled for remarks,
quite unworthy of a man of his posi-
tion. Not only is he the Second Mem.-
for Batticaloa, he is also Deputy
Mayor of" the Batticaloa Municipal
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Council. I should have expected him
to have spoken in the House with
more decorum, decency and responsi-
bility. Anyway I would like to reply
to some of the questions he raised.

In regard to the Kalmunai by-elec-
tion, the hon. Second Member for
Batticaloa said that it was their vic-
tory. I do not know what he meant
by that. The Kalmunai electoral dis-
trict has 7,000 Tamil voters and
12,000 Muslim voters from Kalmunai-
kudi and Sainthamaruthu and 3,000
Muslim wvoters from Marudamunai
and Naippattimunai. The Federal
Party candidate got 9,000 odd votes.
The winning candidate, Mr. Ahamed,
got 10,000 odd votes. If the hon. Mem-
ber knows his arithmetic and if he
applied a little commonsense, it
would not have taken him a lot
of time to realize how the voting
went. Out of the 7,000 Tamil voters,
about 400 voted for Mr. Manickam,
and the balance voted for Mr. Mou-
lana, and out of the 3,000 from Maru-
damunai and Naippattimunai, the
majority voted for Mr. Moulana, and
he was able to get about 9,000 votes.
This was 4,000 more than what he got
last time.

I am not making an argument of it.
I merely want to tell the hon. Second
Member for Batticaloa that these are
controversial matters which should
never have been brought up in this
House because he would have under-
stood the true position if he had done
some simple arithmetic.

He made another allegation about
the division of village councils and
other local government institutions
in the Eastern Province, by the Hon.
Minister of Local Government. I
know that every one of those divi-
sions has been done at the request of
Members of Parliament, so that I do
not think the Hon. Minister has acted
on his own or without advice. He
has done it on the advice of Members
-of Parliament.

BewdSm @5F5 edDCw

3176
Eef Bl G E8056® GuslEmm

There was also an accusation by my
good Friend the Member for Pottuvil
(Mr. M. A. Abdul Majeed)
and the hon. Second Member for
Batticaloa in regard to the settlement
of colonists in a colonization scheme
partly in my electorate and partly in
the Pottuvil Electorate. That was in
reference to Unit 13. About 90 houses
came within the Pottuvil Electorate
and 62 come within the Paddirrippu
Electorate. In 1956 when the com-
munal riots took place in the Gal Oya
Valley quite a large number of the
Muslim allottees left their allotments
and went away, and two years later
when they came back they found
that they were occupied by Tamil
allottees. After three or four years of
their occupation, the Muslim allottees
came back and wanted to reclaim
those allotments, but the G. A. and
the authorities decided otherwise be-
cause the persons who subsequently
occupied them had spent quite a lot
of their money and energy in order
to develop the allotments. The land
was not given to them. It was due to
no mistake or fault on the part of
anybody that these people left the
allotments and I do not think the
hon. Member for Pottuvil or the hon.
Second Member for Batticaloa could
lay and accusations against anybody.

Recently in 1968 there was a com-
munal clash between the Kalmunai
Tamils and the Kalmunaikudi and
Saintharamaruthu Muslims. I would
remind the hon. Member for Pottuvil
that in two puranic Tamil villages in
Kalmunaikudi and Sainthamaruthu
area the houses of about 500 Tamil
families were looted. Their houses
were burnt, the entire population was -
annihilated and they were chased out
of their villages. Today those two vil-
lages are deserted villages. As a re-
sult there were isolated incidents all
over the country, and one such inci-
dent was where the balance Muslim
allottees in Unit 13, which is a pre-
dominantly Tamil area, sought to


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

B4
¢ IO .

leave their allotments voluntarily,
handed over their allotments to cer-
tain Tamil allottees and left them
after getting certain payments in
compensation. If the hon. Member
for Pottuvil and the hon. Second
Member for Batticaloa too had the
courtesy to discuss the matter with
me if any wrong had been done, I
would have been only too happy to
go to that spot and settle the matter.
As far as I know and as far as infor-
mation goes, these people voluntarily
left the place, getting compensation
for these allotments. Nobody could
be blamed for it.

The hon. Member for Pottuvil very
valiantly talked about oppression of
the Muslims by the Tamils. It has
become a national feature in this
country, when a Sinhalese man and

a Tamil man or a Sinhalese man and
a Muslim man or a Muslim man and

a Tamil man quarrel over private
matters, to immediately make it a
communal matter. It is made a Sin-
halese-Tamil or a Sinhalese-Muslim
or a Muslim-Tamil clash, and there
are people who capitalize on it and
prosper on it. They benefit from it
and make capital out of it. There are
such incidents all over the country,
so that if one should characterize
every incident that happens between
a Muslim and a Tamil or between a
Muslim and a Sinhalese as a commu-
nal clash, I think he is mistaken.

I would remind the hon. Member
for Pottuvil (Mr. M. A. Abdul
Majeed) of what happened in 1954 to
an entire village, which is a part of
his own village Samanthurai, a village
called Veeramunai, one of the ancient
Tamil villages with one of the most
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ancient temples in that area. The
Samanthurai Muslim people attacked
the Veeramunai people. They burnt
their houses, looted their property

and chased them out. Today they are

living as refugees at Malwatte. The
associates or the supporters of my
Friend, who talked wvaliantly about
communal clashes and Muslim
oppression, were the people who were
largely responsible for such atrocities.
He was not able to prevent it. So
people who live in glass houses should
not throw stones at others.

I would tell the hon. Member for
Pottuvil that he has of late taken the
S. L. F. P. line. I do not know
whether the hon. Member for Damba-
deniya (Mr. R. G. Senanayake), who
was whispering to him, was responsi-
ble for any mental or intellectual
poisoning. Their grievance is with the
Federal Party. I see that political
parties have a grievance against the
Federal Party. The newspapers have
a grievance against the Federal Party.
We do not seem to have any friends
in this country. We seem to be an
isolated unit with no friends at all. I
do not know why. I would say that

ours is one of the few political parties
in this country which have been con-
sistently honest in their political life.
We have taken decisions at the
expense of our popularity. We have
taken uncomfortable decisions. We
have taken decisions at times at great
cost to ourselves. But ours is one
party which no other party was able
to buy over at any time for any price.

In 1960, when we defeated the
U. N. P,, the U. N. P. was in a position
to give us portfolios, but we said, No.
In 1965, when we joined this Govern-
ment, we were in a position to get any

%%
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number of portfolios we wanted and
any number of parliamentary secre-
taryships we wanted. But we declined

because we wanted to vindicate our
stand. Whatever out party has done

has been done in our own Wway,
honestly and sincerely.

Qur Friends in the Opposition feel
that if we had joined them they
would be ruling this country today.
They feel that we have let them
down, and so they are angry with us.
There are others who are angry with
us because we are a group of persons
who cannot be bought over because
we are honest. It is not that I say that
we make or unmake governments,
but that we are people whom govern-
ments can trust, and that trust will
be our dividend.
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It being past 8.30 p.m., MRr. DEePUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COoMMITTEES adjourned the
House without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly at
10 p.v, until 2 p.M. on Tuesday,
18th June 1968, pursuant to the
Resolution of the House this
Day.
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