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House of Representatives

1967 goudedm 23 O Ageq
Yy serdpentn, 23 eaevr. 1967
Wednesday, 23rd August 1967
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The House met at 10 A.m., MR. DEPUTY
SPEAKER [MR. S. C. SHIRLEY COREA] in

' the Chair.

SEIICE DD ST
a@@éS@é@ QUITLICLPE) aAemr_Eer
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

3. 9. RS Qe cOwmoR
CE® GeRogsY Cwudod NN
Bm. o. erov. promsnallesr Nenlenyenw mor

oug s10060 Loy Qe wmuy

REFUSAL TO REGISTER BIRTH OF MR. V. S.
NADARASA’S CHILD IN TAMIL

6. =m. o QSN BHO .
@5Nd)

(8. &r. Qur. @rsBeri—&eofl0sr&s)

(Mr. K. P. Ratnam—XKilinochchi)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs :
(a) Is he aware that the Registrar-
General by his letter No. M7 dated
17.2.66 has informed Mr. V. S. Nada-
rasa that he (the Registrar-General)
is not competent enough to answer
the questions asked by Mr. V. S.
Nadarasa as to why the birth of his
child, which occurred in the Jaffna
Government Hospital in 1965, was not
registered in Tamil ? (b) Is he aware
that a request was made by Mr. V. S.
Nadarasa, the father, to register in
Tamil his child’s birth which occurred
in the Jaffna Government Hospital in
1967, and that his request was
refused ?

S ernd DDED. coznwum (PRedw
DOwn SEAC »OF)

(Qaerre cssam"r@f?'@ 196y, S pTLIES—
o erpri @ dHasrr yoib&si)

(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake—
Minister of Home Affairs)

(¢) No. Mr. Nadarajah did not
raise the question of non-registration
in Tamil of the birth of his child at
the Government Hospital, Jaffna, in
1965. He, however, raised three
general questions in regard to the
language of registration of births, and
the Registrar-General referred him to
the Act governing registration of
births. (b) Yes. The birth was
registered in English as it is the
language specified for the purpose for
that registrar under Section 10 (1)
of the Births and Deaths Registra-
tion Act (Cap. 110).
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2:820 B8xG
QOB Dcn.
(8. @rsfers)
(Mr. Ratnam)
May I ask the Hon. Minister

whether births and deaths in all
government hospitals are registered
only in English ?

A& HDed cHBNGED

(Qserrar sorhb SSpTUSS)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I want notice of that question. It
is a question regarding the law as it
stands now.

O RHS .
(5. @rsHanh)
(Mr. Ratnam)

According to the section cited by
the Hon. Minister, he has full autho-
rity to instruct the Registrar-General
to specify the language in which the
form should be filled. So, will the
Hon. Minister take immediate action
to instruct the Registrar-General to
specify Sinhala and Tamil for pur-
poses of registration of births and
deaths because he has full authority
to do so under the Act of 1954 ?

o0& Pk CHBNGD
(Qaerres sarflf ssprusEs)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

This whole question is under active
consideration by the Cabinet because
it involves amendments to the exist-
ing law. The matter is even now
under consideration.

cew ocegny Guwwi.d RS
Aoy sstn s s us Fe
REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS IN TAMIL

7. 9y B Sc.
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(Mr. Ratnam)
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(a) Is he aware that births in the
Jaffna Government Hospital are not
registered in Tamil ?  (b) Will he
make facilities available for the regis-
tration of births and deaths in Tamil
in the Jaffna Government Hospital
and other government hspitals in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces ? (c)
Are facilities afforded in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces to register
births and deaths in Sinhalese ? (d)
Are facilities afforded in all other
provinces besides the Northern and
Eastern Provinces to register births,
deaths or marriages in Tamil too?
(e) If not, will he make immediate
arrangements, and if not, why ?

aé el N

(Qzeorres sOTHE FHFTUSE)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

(a) Yes. (b) This matter is receiv-
ing my consideration. (c) Yes. (d)
This matter is under consideration.
(e), Does not arise.
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QOB s,
(8. @rgBeris)
(Mr. Ratnam)

Will the Hon. Minister take neces-
sary steps to provide facilities for re-
gistration of births and deaths in
Tamil within a month or so since he

says that the matter is being consi-
dered ?

oG @Dl corzncam
(Cserres sarps sspruss)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

We shall expedite the matter as
much as we can. As I said before,
there is the question of the existing
law and the amendments that are
necessary. We are trying to see what
can be done.

MBCHIMelE § cTToxsy cueds
Qoo @dghes
SmuenBEEe L. esmeloett QuBrrmelst wrenid

DEATH OF MR. LAKSHMAN PERERA IN
THAILAND

3. w38 FYWOBox» dw. (HDAGBSws
—&8. & 8. en»05 . —Sec GIMEGR
sIDH BT F—62%520)

(8. Cuied 6l & 0@ men— by 9
9w —gm. F. of.
wGE ApST D yEES sl FriFUrs)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe—Kambu-

rupitiya—on behalf of Mr. P. G. B.
Keuneman—Third Colombo Central)
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asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services: (a) Has he received any
official report from the relevant and
competent authorities in Thailand
as to the causes of the death of
Mr. Lakshman Perera, a member of
the Ceylon Youth Team for the 9th
Asian Youth Soccer Championship
at Bangkok ? (b) If so, from what
authority, and will he table a copy of
this report ? (¢) If not, will he call
for such a report from Thailand ?

o 8. 8. eDeoncs (D ACH %5
6y ewd oOB)

(Qzorres w, 9. Quedssr—CsRy ww
Crames LFo YDEFIT )

(The Hon. D. B. Welagedera—Acting
Minister of Nationalized Services)

(¢) ®B. (q0) BTl Eozp
MENBE 8mCEe wd BEHS mum.
D8oned 80wmz @mowem DES. (@)
BB CENIE.

BWHOW WEMCE &M eDed S :
suTSL & BI6) eneudsliLlL o Héms QI Lom ) :

The report tabled is as follows :

Cotin DHEnsS wuSwes,
Go> 28, 98 gexdwy,
Mooy,
1967. 5. 4.
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Embassy of Ceylon,
28, Soi Asoke, Bangkok.
4th May 1967.

Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Nationalised Services.

DEATH OF LAKSHMAN PERERA, MEMBER,
CEYLON TEAM TO 9TH ASIAN YOUTH FOOTBALL
TOURNAMENT

I held an inquiry into the circumstances
of the death of Lakshman Perera and
would like to make the following brief
ireport.

(1) Lakshman Perera died of drowning
on April 18, 1967, between 11.30 a.m. and
12 noon. Unquestionably it was a case of
accidental drowning witnessed by many
members of the Ceylon team and others.

(2) The pool in which Lakshman Perera
was drowned was situated within the
campus of Kasetsart University where the
Ceylon team along with the other teams
to the Asian Youth Football Tournament
were located.

It was not a swimming pool but a Klong
or an enclosed canal adapted for the pur-
pose. As a result the bottom was mud,
the sides were make-shift banks, the
water was canal water of the type one
finds all over in Bangkok—not especially
clean or clear. The night before a rain-
storm had added to the volume of water
as well as to its muddiness and opaque-
ness. Even without the rain, the water at
the end where the boys had fallen or
jumped must have been very deep judging
by the height of one of the high diving-
boards provided. For a jump from that
height, there must have been at least 15
feet of water.

Far from being a regular swimming
pool with varying depths for the use of
people with different achievements in
swimming, it was a deep, dark, treacher-
ous earthpool—a veritable death-trap for
any but an experienced and skilled
swimmer.

(3) Barring a few of the boys who at
one time or another swam in this pool on
the day in question, most of the others
were indifferent swimmers. Lakshman
Perera had no skill in swimming at all.

(4) In effect, neither was the pool
ideally suited for safe swimming nor were
the boys ideally equipped to swim in such
a facility. Also, throughout the period
when they were in the pool, there were
no adults about. On the day in question,
the Manager of the team, Mr. Sam
Varghese, had been with the team the
greater part of the morning. Before he
left he was asked by some of the boys
whether they could swim that morning
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since the water in the taps was not flow-
ing and they badly wanted a dip. Mr.
Varghese agreed to this request provided
only those who knew to swim did so.

Thereafter Mr. Varghese left the cam-
pus. The Coach, Mr. Mahaboob, was
attending a meeting at the Stadium and
Mr. Sookoor, the Assistant Manager, and
the Referee, Mr. Sheriff, were on an
errand at the bank. Throughout the
rest of that morning therefore there
were no officials around and the boys
had to go through the harrowing
experience of the drowning, the efforts
to rescue Lakshman, the resuscitation
attempts, and the agony at the hospital
by themselves.

(5) Quite clearly, Lakshman Perera, the
deceased boy, had doubts about his
ability to swim and in fact had no
intention to swim. He stayed away
from the pool for the bulk of the period
and ventured in only at the end when
the photographers were around, and
egged them on to pose for pictures.

My conclusion is that although no one
can directly be blamed for the tragic
happening and the accident was sheer
mis-chance and bad luck, it weas still not
the type of accident which could have
been regarded as unavoidable. _The
management, I am inclined to believe,
could have looked a little more closely
into the facilities that were available
within the campus for the recreation of
the boys at times when they were not
taken up with the activities related to the
tournament. This is a kind of thought-
fulness which would have enabled them to
see what swimming pool facilities and so
on were around. As it turned out, Mr.
Varghese gave nermission for the boys to
swim and yet had not seen the pool. He
had already assumed that it was a stan-
dard pool into which boys could safely
venture.

I do feel also that in the absence of any
personal knowledge of the ability of the
boys to swim, at least one or other of the
four who came as officials of the Ceylon
team could have been around just to see
that nothing untoward did happen. The
activities of the team should at all times
have been supervised.

The physical safety of the boys is one
of many considerations which officials
taking a young team to foreign countries
should have borne in mind. It is a pri-
mary consideration which the parents of
the boys would expect the officials to have
had in mind. As far as I can see, this
aspect of their responsibilities did not re-
ceive as high a place in their understand-
ing of their responsibilities as would have
been desirable.

My observations above are not offered
as reflections on the sense of duty and
responsibility of the Ceylon officials. On
the contrary, I was impressed a great deal


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

T4
28m BERSL

by the conduct of the officials. The acci-
dent, however, demonstrated that there
were loopholes in their responsibilities
which a little more conscious care and
thoughtfulness could conceivably have
closed and made the tragic event of
Lakshman’s death if not impossible, at
least more difficult than it proved to be.
As a matter of fact, the pool having been
what it was and the swimming skill of
the boys being indifferent in most cases,
we should be thankful that not more than
one boy was assailed by tragedy.

Looking to the future, my belief is that
before a young team is sent abroad, it is
most important that the officials be ins-
tructed in the precise details of their duty,
the steps they should take to maintain
morale, the action called for in the inter-
ests of keeping the boys physically fit,
the responsibilities of maintaining discip-
line and preserving the good name of the
country. Most officials have a general
understanding of their duties but there is
no substitute for an orientation pro-
gramme which will give them a very clear
idea of the details of duty, safety rules,
disciplinary regulations, dietary restric-
tions, recreational facilities and so on.

Lastly, I think it would be a very good
precaution if the teams are insured.

If we are planning a debut in the field
of international sports, there is no place
for amateurs and amateurishness. Other
countries are looking upon sports events
as very professional business. We should,
I think, do so ourselves—urgently.

Charge d’Affaires of
Ceylon in Thailand.”
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MR- E. B. WRIGHT, PROOF READER, ASSOCIATED
NEWSPAPERS OF CEYLON LTD.
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(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe—on behalf
of Mr. Keuneman)
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asked the Minister of Labour, Em-
ployment and Housing : (a) Is he
aware that the Assistant Com-
missioner of Labour (Col. North) on
99167 addressed a letter (No.
CN/10/2133/A2/08) to the Secretary
of the Associated Newspapers of Cey-
lon Ltd. in regard to complaints made
by a former employee, Mr. B B
Wright, proof reader, concerning un-
justifiable fines and deductions from
his salary, non-payment for overtime
work, and other matters ? (b) Has
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a reply been received, and if so,
when ? (¢) What action has the De-
partment of Labour taken or does it
contemplate in regard to Mr. Wright’s
complaints ?
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(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Labour,
Employment and Housing)
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CASE AGAINST DR. M. RATWATTE :FEE PAID
TO MR. E. F. N. GRATIAEN
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Justice: (a) Who
decided to retain Mr. E. F. N.
Gratiaen, Q. C., for the Crown in the
appeal against the verdict of the

District Judge in the matter of the
prosecution of Dr. M. Ratwatte ?

(b) What was the fee paid to Mr.

Gratiaen ? (¢) Will the whole or
any part of this fee be paid in foreign
exchange, and if so, how much ?
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(Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikar—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of

Justice)

(a) The Attorney-General. (b)
925 guineas payable in Ceylon rupees
into a blocked account in Mr.
Gratiaen’s account in a bank in Col-
ombo. (¢) The said fee, in whole or
in part, will not be paid in foreign
exchange.
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FLOOD PROTECTION
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(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe—on behalf
of Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe—AKkuressa)
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sras, QUGLITE %JH'ML'IU@LEJ 2Ceor &
s%r  poLqpoplu@ss ojaui oL eTy
g;wqa&m&@m@dun’yr 2

asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: (a) Is he aware that
preliminary investigations for the
location of reservoirs in the Nilwala-
ganga basin for flood protection,
hydro-electric power and irrigation
are nearing completion ? (b) Is he
aware that during the last 7 years
crop failure due to flood damage
occurred during 6 years ? (c) Will he
take immediate steps to implement
the proposals now under investigation
for flood protection of this most
fertile rice-growing basin in the wet

zone ?
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ad o, w8, $xeddRx (SH¥ds §OB
ey epQIDReTT  powD
Sedw DOun B8 qOBedw S8
c® 5 eC @DE&—9AY, 8 & am 3¢C
AC OB e2»2)

(Cserras Q. QST GeT—@)Tir
QTESG Y®EFFLD 19T S 9YIDE & T GILD
QevefleilauasmT
LIT T T (LG D5 amﬂmlstﬁ@u_;tb——&'n'mﬂ, B

Cep-

LIT FISTLILs O DDEFEFT LD
Lrser, herehen s g,;;smma':arﬁ' FTTITE)

(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence & External Affairs—on behalf of
the Minister of Land, Irrigation and
Power)

(a) Feasibility studies will be com-
pleted by the end of August 1968. (b)
Statistics of extent of damage caused
by Nilwala-ganga floods are being
collected in connection with the
feasibility report. The data will be
included in the report. (¢) On receipt
of the feasibility report action will be
taken by Government to implement
the proposals which are feasible.

DR 83Y »biesr ., el Sewedy,
Co.0.2., JAWCVY
8. sbauur Sererrnar, U &mss,
@. Gur. ., WLLSHGTUL)

MR. THAMBIAH SINNARASA, BUS DRIVER,
C.T.B., BATTICALOA

8., oxY. a®fd. odommen® .
(C Der—ed. D®. Sres@B »e
B —388eF 55— D)

(8. Cs. L Gery. Cseprusis—sp
@LT—&B\(®. Grew. Grth. @)TTEFLATERN&GSI—
L 19 (HUIL)—&F T TLIT & )

(Mr. K. W. Devanayagam, Kalkudah—
on behalf of Mr. S. M. Rasamanickam,
Paddiruppu)

dmay cefdh qOdBecwsy gy od
G : () Co..0. FVWCEY Veesfed e
Bmgh 2B B wbwes DD
205 e @Bee ? (g) dHd &
VD edfcrn 988sny B GREde ?
(@) cBfexn @E8usy eweg O,
a8y senne @Y Bede? (8)
38y Benew THOCH HOW ¢ ?

CsRunsd Croer yowsFsomrs Cali
dle: (9) QemasL

Fo L G&erliys  Fravews CErps

Cuiré@ers s &
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uew FrrSurer Suevwr Sererrrey eTer
Lieur T LIQLITap & Gm&mtﬂaﬁ’@ﬁ@ Qe
BAS i 1 i 2 () yumsQssrrses
@PPF  FriQacr YNDESLILIL LT ourr ?
(8) Gops sri@ser QYOUDESLILIL_ | G5Teurr
wer, oflarrSmr BLSSUUL L sr? (5) dhlar
7 &wr S esr GPY-a erever ?

asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services: (a) When was C. PB.
bus driver, Thambiah Sinnarasa, of
the Batticaloa depot interdicted ?
(b) Were charges framed against
him ? (¢) Has an inquiry been held
if charges were framed ? (d) What
is the result of the inquiry ?

a& edeoned

(Qsorrar Qae@ssr)

(The Hon. Wzlagedera)

(@) 1966.2.1. (&) @8, (@) ®8. (&)
A2 0 eSS Aed @y my
gL

AW PSS SO S GBS
BEan OuY8 ead®

Bn. afls Qni1Brmir: s7 al 18 RBND 17y
51U BB BLL 7O
MR. ERIC LABROOY : COMPENSATION FOR

INJURIES IN MOTOR ACCIDENT

1. 8. 8. 9C-aémy » ©csn, (aznecsy
%5%3)

(8. £. 9. Qons T ser—Qsresr @ )

(Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)

Saels ey cdge GIBew Silol
e@rY ) eFWemxy e g ®: (@)
qeoBmbe’  w®eed® ®edmnmnd
IS we BeCis @nFEdssYed
ED0ne® gueddner O o8
CLREHIB ®mmn, 3 & 2730 cles 8o
208 S 3z 22 & 2932 clem Go. ®. ®.
e SO WIS g =u8 SRS
& Y D @ ¢5¥ ¢ ? (an)
CLREHIE Bnmwd 8cd «wS8m D
SCO YE Drewsy &. 35,000 =¥ e®
OB C¢ D A& ¢ e ? (9) @d
eI @omnd Bcd DHIEH DO e ?
(8) ®xn »Exy 88 BDBDNEEHBE D@
S DE® D @ e M ? ()
c®® 2178 BB €DE® < N B3,
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Méews @E8unY BE® w@rmn #)cso
EEe0C gmwdmn  WE cdece ?
(C9) deed ernemsiel ©8, 6® wden
e & c@med Hw BEeDEn' OO BIs
WO G¢ed @xfe?

Wi g G5, AuTurT oyeins far LIT T IT (@R LDGT
D& srilusfPews Gaii @ : (9)
(oCurBasfev siuefufer apsrents Q5
wrorhd, Geerer  @Gergrarey  sihALish
Ber  Qppurermisrer) Bm. QaliGrri
@ TGS Fe §s8 @0 reriien sub, o6
ol g S Qarg 3 b 2730 Qesss
ST(HD 22 uh 2932 @wés @). Cur. &. iew
SLD  FLDLIP SLILILC L 6T G?aw&ruem‘gu{m gyeui
gLarrr? () B QoG rmiis@, afliig
B0 prne_ STWGEDSTE FHUr 35,000
Yi1oV VR 0 wprsuL L Qgarues o
Yharrre (@) L. QolCrriis@ o e

Lrer  arwolerer? (&) QJQUT PG G
o mlu &L G & pRLTapmih
QeEui@mi  ereruen Sour  ySeursr 2

() yeargm Carflidamseu Bl pCaum
@par  por_  #Q  Casrfwer @ LD & & LOIT 6T
pople [HuwarpsBis ways Qi
srrr? (ea) @adwQuelley @del s He
Covgy o) Giorer BOL_(LpEnD eOSWTerLiii

C seir 2

asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Commerce and
Trade: (a) Is he aware that Mr.
Eric Labrooy (Managing Director of
Messrs. Apothecaries and a Director
of Ceylon Insurance Company) met
with a car accident in which his car

3 & 2730 and C.T.B. bus No. 22
& 2932 were involved ? (b) Is he
aware that Mr. Labrooy was paid a
sum of Rs. 35,000 as compensation
for physical injuries suffered by
him ? (¢) What was the injury sus-
tained by Mr. Labrooy ? (d) Is he
aware that he is still working in the
same capacity as he was before ?
(e) Was the normal procedure of
taking the matter to court adopted
by the claimant in settling this

claim ?  (f) If not so, why was a
different procedure adopted in this
case ?
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sriflu s

LD Fileor un'.a";r@meﬁrrrnés

FMALITE )

(The Hon. Welagedera—on behalf of
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Min-
ister of Commerce and Trade) (e

(@) ®2. (g0) BeD @HCDCO O
dmewnsy & 35,000 & 6@xnd e®IN
ca gmd, 99 8¢l & 20,000 2y
Cot ©OmNedm» 0T dCw B3I,
S 15,000 8 Comn Sfeem oot Ol
88x7c cwdm G (@) O Godies
@ed Fong 66DeKmwd ecdmd
adE afed. 280 Ommnes 6L
beesiEmd amd oy ¢ §idn BB
eHREWO " wmEm S @B §os, B8»
2TsmeBsy ©ud 95 I DO
B35 N8 ¢BVEHT B ¥ 25 Ga %Y B
68w cEseme Be. (8) exne®. (&)
cONB wben cdwud @88unl RES
HBI® 9C > B8y sy ed @iEds
88cDm erncd. cherd B8 E G
8357 mf cONB Dby Gdnd
88wy mémed @PYed BSOS
o B woesdd 30w GRGE W B
@0 s gRuNdc€n. aTm d=w
6wy ®, 6@ w@oexned yBEL B
5, B @ uOHEE CeSwd
@0 8508 BFw® 98P g ¥y
@ B BBEw. (Ca) BB ENBS.

@Gomfﬁﬁfffﬁ @can.

(8. QamsTger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

6® mndéene ©OATRVD  woed ed
BB omes Y totd %D RO WOB
cederndlbumes oy e B
B g A2 e Doz & eotd
6D Borns giney dm muzleny .
. BCd ®amvesf cedwlm Iy
ey BDen 68 g’ e®d Hw WG AT
@b OB ¢ g Bex @ go
2538.
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(Qzsarra; Qaabssr)
(The Hon. Welagedera)
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QCoDSD B ek
(2. @QEI&T G0 )
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
& o G AECHNE ?

o 6Pceacs
(Qaeorras QauelssT)
(The Hon. Welagedera)
G CxsY Be.

98 PeREes DR
FenLl g{mﬁ'a;

SITTING OF THE HOUSE

@8, o&. ¥, VDI
(Qaerras Geg. i QU 6 )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

“«That notwithstanding the provisions
of Standing Order No. 74 (2), this House
at its rising this day do adjourn until
9.30 A.M. on Thursday, 24th August 1967 ;
and the hours of Sitting that day shall
be 9.30 a.m. to 12 Noon ; 2 P.M. to 4 P.M. ;
and 4.30 .M. to 8.30 .M. ; and at 8.30 P.M.
Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the House
without Question put.”

gy e BQum CEY, Buuden B,
@ AesELIULE ah ECETeTeTUUCL S
Question put, and agreed to.

Sesbkizy cmPury BN,
1967-68
95‘9:;&’;:_@ G eErgr, 1967-68
APPROPRIATION BILL, 1967-68

mém wmedBe ©semw AC® Cci—[zod«
geed zy 22.]

[Bowaids DS tHeDD® §eawmedsd Ba.]

Wpups Fmus @Gupesled prmulGLDHDS. [B51ed,
22, gaevr].

[e.U FUTBTUET 2aiEeT 2%V STEDE@THET.]

Considered in Committee.—[Progress,
22nd August].

[Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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26 O ASvu—YaNR w» @I
8¢C 88e g@mndda
1 9 6d@me.—mdu oo ac o9 0 Cw

SEDE sn gBey @, & 4,755

26 QYD S| —FEUD, GafliriiLy

DYIDEFT

arsGUuenih @e. 1.—usslunerilar oy ems@iu
Carsemapd I LIgsEHLD, e, 4,755

HEAD 26.—MINISTER OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 4,755

PEouw @ém ¢ weewlAWMu—[goaitn 22]

“Oe 8@me G 10 B g8 me wme.—
[¢ &C ®wn.]

OGaisstnn’ L s sb—gaor 22]

“ ams@liuensHe esur 10 GemssiLGLrs
[9®- &- 1g. Gua]

Amendment moved—[22nd August]

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 ”.
—[Mr. de Mel]

@ D6 @8 uwmBYa W™é» G2
@ B o165 HwbuLGQLbD 5.
Question again proposed.

@08, 3. & ¢ oF Ow. (6c8xDS)
(5m. . Ca. 8. 1g. Quoer—0 gel) mair)
(Mr. R. J. G. de Mel—Devinuwara)
Mr. Chairman, I shall now go on to
the question of salaries and condi-
tions of employment of the employees
in the Ceylon Broadcasting Corpora-
tion. We on this side of the House
will be extremely grateful to the Hon.
Prime Minister if he will see to it
that the salaries, conditions of service
and pension rights of the employees
of the old Radio Ceylon are not pre-
judiced or jeopardized in any way by
the conversion of Radio Ceylon into
the Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation.
I understand that there is a certain
amount of frustration among certain
officers in the lower ranks of the
Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation
because they fear that their condi-
tions of service, salaries, pension
rights and other privileges will be
jeopardized by the conversion of

1967 geadedzy 23

&2
— b eBend)

Radio Ceylon into a state corpora-
tion. I would therefore earnestly re-
quest the Government to look into
this matter and see that no employee
of the radio organization sufters
because of this change-over from a
department to a government corpora-
tion. :

I would also draw the attention of
the Government to the salaries and
conditions of service of announcers,
programme organizers and producers
of the Ceylon Broadcasting Corpora-
tion. These categories of employees
are really the hard core, the steel
frame, of any radio organization, and
a radio organization will function in
a proper way and will fulfil its pur-
pose only if categories like announ-
cers, programme organizers and pro-
ducers are happy and contented in
their  employment. The present
salaries of grades like announcers,
programme organizers and producers
are, to say the Jeast, woefully in-
adequate. I wro1ld suggest that a
special grade be ¢reated for announ-
cers, programrm @ organizers and pro-
ducers—a specinl higher grade com-
parable in salery with the grade of
Assistant Director.

&. en. 10.15

Most of the trouble which has
occurred in the radio organization, in
the old Radio Ceylon, and will pro-
bably occur in the Ceylon Broad-
casting Corporation is due to the fact
that these catiguries of employees
who really run the radio organiza-
tion have never got a fair deal. Every
good announcer aspires to be an
Assistant Director, for which he does
not have the requisite qualifications.
The post of Assistant Director or
Director requires a minimum educa-
tional qualification. Any announcer
cannot become an Assistant Director,
but what has happened is that as
certain very efficient announcers,
having being “Mustrated in their own
grade, have agpired to become Assis-
tant Directere or Directors, intrigues
and squabblings have started, and
they consider it their dutv to get
together and topple every Director-
General who comes to the organiza-
tion. T was not the only one who had
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[¢ & @]
to leave Radio Ceylon on transfer.
Before me Mr. M. J. Perera was
toppled ; Mr. Tilak Gooneratne was
toppled ; Mr. S. B. Senanayake was
toppled—not once but twice ; Mr. Nis-
sanka Wijeyeratne was toppled in
two weeks. Mr. Neville Jayaweera
who is an extremely efficient and
capable officer will be toppled before
long

AfE. ¥ Dwed AHNSsNGD Sw.
(ee,®@e23)

(B ol . Lwew LIGRT LT T [5IT L) & &—
| QsrCL)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

The last of the Humpty Dumpties !

¢ &¢ dwn.

(8. g Que)

(Mr. de Mel)

unless certain avenues of pro-
motion are given to the announcers,
programme organizers and producers.
Certain avenues of promotion have to
be given to them, certain higher scales
of salary—not necessarily promotion
to the assistant directorate and the
directorate for which they do not
have the requisite minimum qualifi-
cations.

Two gentlemen have, I understand,
been promoted : one has been made
the Director of the National Service
and the other the Director of the
Commercial Service. Neither of these
gentlemen has even the minimum re-
quisite qualifications for a programme
organizer which is a lower grade. I
do not know how these two gentle-
men came to be appointed to those
two posts. They are both good
announcers ; I have nothing against

them.

od Os3RDéewes
(Qaerras oymsssalr aReUIT)
(An hon. Member)

Who are they ?

BDewldm OxIF5 SeFACH®
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(Mr. de Mel)

Messrs. Guruge and Livy Wije-
manne. They are excellent behind
the microphone. They are both good
announcers ; they are good producers.
They should be given a higher scale
of salary in their own grade. But
when they do not have even the mat-
riculation I do not see how they can
hold those posts for which the mini-
mum qualification in the old days was
a degree of a recognized university,
preferably a degree with a class. The
basic qualification for the lower
grades of programme organizer and
programme assistant is a degree.

So, I would earnestly request the
Hon. Prime Minister to look into this
aspect of the matter and give announ-
cers, programme organizers and pro-
ducers, avenues of promotion and
higher scales of salary, as they are
given in organizations like the
B. B. C. And when they have over-
come their frustration they will desist
from trying to topple every Director-
General who comes to the organiza-
tion.

I next come to the question of
the fees for radio artistes, which
is another very important question.
Very often we are asked why the pro-
grammes of Radio Ceylon are of such
a low calibre. You cannot get good
radio artistes to come to Radio Ceylon
and do a fifteen-minute or half-hour
programme on a mere pittance of
Rs. 35 which will not even cover
travelling expenses if they have to
travel from outstations. If we wish
to draw talent to radio we must be
prepared to raise the fees paid to
radio artistes. We have excellent
people in the Sinhala theatre; we
have excellent people in Sinhala
music ; we have excellent people in
the various Sinhala arts, in drama.
But these artistes do not come to
radio because it is uneconomical for
them to do so. We must find the
talent, grade them properly and pay
them properly. We must have advi-
sory panels of expert musicians who
will find the talent. That is the onlv
way in which we can draw good
talent to the radio organization. It


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

725
Sudds em®uny wmm, 1967-68

was an old saying that you give a
bottle of arrack and you get a pro-
gramme on the air! Such a thing
did exist in the old days.

o0& @I BDSews
(Qserres _oyma g saur @mau)
(An hon., Member)

Now.

¢ &l Ow.

(8@ g Que)

(Mr. de Mel)

How are you sure? The same
people are running the show. The
people who used to take a bottle of
arrack are still there ; none of them
has gone.—[Interruption]. I do not
drink arrack, and I have never taken
arrack. There have been excellent
people on the radio organization, like
W. D. Amaradeva who left in dis-
gust because he was frustrated,
because he was not adequately paid.
People like Dayananda Gunawardena,
an excellent Sinhala dramatist, Maha-
gama Sekera, Madawala Ratnayake
and Karunaratne Abeysekera, and on
the English side persons like Mrs.
Christine Blackler, are all excellent
producers and excellent programme
organizers. They must be encourag-
ed in every way.

I therefore request the Hon. Prime
Minister to look into the question of
grading all artistes and paying them
adequately and properly instead of
doing this in a haphazard way where
anybody who gives a bottle of
arrack can come on the air.

I want to refer next to the engi-
neering section. This is one of the
most deplorable sections of the radio
organization. You are now talking of
television. The reception of even
sound broadcasting is poor in Jaffna.
I am sure the hon. Member for
Jaffna (Mr. Ponnambalam) will
bear me out on this. The reception
of the Ceylon Broadcasting Corpora-
tion is so weak in Jaffna that it
is much easier to hear All-India
Radio in Jaffna, Batticaloa, Trinco-
malee and so on. The renantinn ig
extremely poor in the South too--in
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Matara, in my own electorate, Devi-
nuwara, and Hambantota. It is so
in the hill country—Uva, Kandy,
Nuwara Eliya.

We made certain proposals for
establishing sub-stations in Matara,
Batticaloa, Jaffna, and I think Kandy
or Badulla. If these proposals had
been implemented I am sure the
standard of reception would have
improved and a better service would
have been given to the people who
use the radio.

I would also refer to the question
of television. This was the great
sugar-coated pill, the new seeni
bola, that was dangled before the
people of this country in the first
and second Throne Speeches. I
understand that this has been
omitted from the third Throne
Spech. The slogan of the Govern-
ment in the old days—in the days
of the first and second Throne
Speeches—was probably “Eat less
rice, see T.V. and be happy.” It
looks as if they have dropped that
slogan now.

This question of television is
nothing new. It was investigated
during the time of the first Director,
Mr. Lampson, also during the time
of Mr. M. J. Perera, and during my
time. It is extremely easy to establish
a television station under some
scheme of foreign aid. In fact, during
the time of our Government three
foreign firms, one from Japan, one
from the United States and one
from Germany, offered to establish
a television station under a scheme
of deferred payment and royalties,
but we did not accept these offers
because of the other implications.

First of all, there is the cost of tele-
vision sets. Even in England a tele-
vision set costs about Rs. 1,000.
There is a foreign exchange compo-
nent in the television set, and
foreign exchange is so difficult
for this country. There is a foreign
exchange component in the tele-
vision programme. In a small coun-
trv like Cevlon we cannot have a
live programme and run a television
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organization all the time. We may
need to have canned programmes
which we have to import. For this
we need foreign excnange, and we
have to pay royalties to the firms
which establish television stations.
Then we are committed to buy
spares from them up to several times
the cost of capital expenditure on
television over a generation or seve-
ral generations. There are various
such implications.

Television is an advantage to any
developing country. We do not say
it is a disadvantge. It has its evils
too as many countries have now rea-
lized. So, problems like these must be
approached with care. I think it is
fantastic to think of television for a
country like Ceylon which cannot

afford to give a second
measure of rice to the people.

I would finally refer to the
connection which exists between

certain advertising agencies, parti-
cularly foreign advertising agencies
based particularly in the United
States of America, and the radio
organization in Ceylon. There are
two large advertising agencies with
world-wide connections based in the
United States of America. One is
known as the Grant Advertising
Agency and the other is known as J.
Walter Thompson, and they do con-
siderable business with the radio
organization. These two firms have
done business for several years run-
ning into many millions of rupees.
This connection between these two
advertising agencies—these inter-
national agencies based in the United
States of America—and the national
broadcasting organization in an inde-
pendent country, has certain conse-
quences fraught with danger. This
connection between these two adver-
tising agencies and certain other
advertising agencies and the radio
organization was a fruitful source of
corruption in the past. Isay this with
a due sense of responsibility because
I know what I am saying. It was
not only a fruitful source of corrup-
tion in the past in the way of com-
missions, etc., on advertising, but one
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fraught with the most serious and
most dangerous consequences for the
independence of a developing coun-
try like Ceylon. As you know, inter-
national advertising agencies have
been proved to be the most fruitful
source of foreign infiltration and sub-
version in free countries. I know of
these things and I speak with a due
sense of responsibility.

I know the part that advertising
agencies like Grants and J. Walter
Thompson played in the coups that
occurred in several independent coun-
tries in Asia and Africa. I know the
part that these advertising agencies
played in the coup that toppled
Mossadeq in Iran and the coup that
toppled Sukarno in Indonesia. I know
the part that these advertising agen-
cies have played and continue to play
in Ghana, in Nigeria, in Biafra, in
Togo, in Dahomey, in Upper Volta—
all these new countries of Africa and
Asia. This is the most fruitful source
of subversion and espionage in deve-
loping countries.

It is very unfortunte that I have
to raise a personal question. There
has been a very close connection bet-
ween one of these advertising agen-
cies, J. Walter Thompson, and the
present Permanent Secretary of the
Ministry who administers the affairs
of the Broadeasting Corporation. I
have nothing against this gentleman.
He is a man of amiable character. I
have nothing against him personally.
But I am only worried about the con-
nection that exists with an organiza-
tion like J. Walter Thompson, which
is known to be an agent of the C. I. A.
in many countries in Asia and Africa,
a proved C. I. A. agent in many coun-
tries in Asia and Africa, a proved
source of finance for many coups that
toppled many governments.

I love this country as much as you
do. I do not want 'this country to be
a second. Vietnam. I am against
foreign infiltration from any source—
be it American infiltration, be it So-
viet infiltration, be it even Chinese
infiltration—and I want to preserve
the independence of this country.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

729
dwddm ewPdun wmm, 1967-68

Organizations like the C. I. A.
infiltrate the national press. They
have fully infiltrated the Associated
Newspapers of Ceylon, Times of
Ceylon and the Dawasa group of
newspapers. They have fully infil-
trated these three organizations—not
only now but over the last ten to
fifteen years. They work in devious
ways. Mossadeq did not know till he
was toppled one fine day; nor did
Nkrumah of Ghana know. It is
because I love this country that I am
fearful of the connection that exists
between our Ceylon Broadcasting
Corporation and agencies like J.
Walter Tompson.

There is also a matter of ethics
involved in all these things. J. Walter
Thompson did business to the tune
of several million rupees and con-
tinues to do business to the tune of
several million rupees with our
Broadcasting Corporation. The gentle-
man who presided over the destinies
of J. Walter Thompson is now
presiding over the destinies of the
Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation. I
have nothing against that gentleman.
I am only worried about his connec-
tions, both financial connection and
the connection with foreign agencies.
If a broadcasting organization, a
national broadcasting organization, a
State organization, is allowed to be
infiltrated by any foreign agency, I
do not think any country can con-
sider it is safe any longer because
the freedom, the independence of that
country becomes jeopardized in that
way.

I have taken a good deal of the
time of the House and I am thankful
to you and the House for granting me
the time to speak on this subject.

g. . 10.30
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(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

Mr. Chairman, the Votes of the
Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation
this year present a somewhat
anomalous situation. The Department
of Broadcasting is still in the stage
of transition from a government
department to a state corporation.
The Act by which this corporation
was set up was passed in 1966, and
it was the general expectation that by
July this year the stage of transition
would be over and the corporation
would in fact commence funtioning.

Qeriiovr—QaraptbL) s

The first point I want to bring to
the notice of the Hon. Prime Minister
is the fact that the provisions in this
Act relating to the employees of the
Broadcasting Corporation do not
offer a guarantee to those employees
in respect of the prospects they had
in mind when they joined the public
service. I am not trying to offer any
kind of learned legal opinion on the
question, but I ask the Hon. Prime
Minister to examine what exactly
would be the force of Sections 21 and
22 of the Ceylon Broadcasting Cor-
poration Act, No. 37 of 1966, in the
light of the position as it emerges in
regard to public servants under the
Ceylon Constitution Order in Council,
where powers are given to the Public
Service Commission by Section 60
(1) in regard to appointment, trans-
fer, dismissal and disciplinary control
of public servants. All those matters
have been vested in the Public Ser-
vice Commission. What exactly is the
situation that arises in respect of that
section of the Constitution by the
operation of Section 21 (1) and (2)
and Section 22 of the Ceylon Broad-
casting Corporation Act ?

These people are public servants.
If it is contended that where they
belong to a transferable service they
will be transferred out and others
who belong to the technical cate-
gories..owill be taken into the
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corporation on such terms and condi-
tions as shall be agreed upon by those
officers or servants and the cor-
poration; and in any such case
paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of Sub-
section (3) of Section 9 of the Motor
Transport Act, No. 48 of 1957, shall
apply, mutatis mutandis, to any such
officer or servant, I must say that that
particular section in the Motor Trans-
port Act was enacted for the purpose
of enabling a small corps of public
servants to be taken over to get the
C. T. B. functioning. That particular
section was incorporated in that Act
for the purpose of providing for a
small number of public servants who
may wish to remain in the service
of the C. T. B. I say that it is quite
insufficient to use the provisions
of that particular section. Sec-
tion 9 of the Motor Transport Act,
as a general provision covering
employees who are taken over from
government departments and con-
verted into corporation employees.
We had the same difficulty in regard
to the Electrical Department and the
proposal to convert it to a cor-
poration. That problem has not yet
been finally settled. There are
certain categories of officers there
who are still making representations
to the Hon. Minister in regard to
their pay, prospects, and pension.

Apart from the legal position that
may arise in regard to this—as I
said, I am not pretending to be a
pundit in regard to the law, and I am
making no such claim—it appears to
me that insufficient attention has
been paid to the meaning of this
section and the operation of this
section in relation to Section 60 (1)
of the Ceylon Constitution Order in
Council.

&, em. 10.45

There is yet another position that
emerges in this matter. If we are to
concede that it is the intention of
Government to be fair by, these
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employees who are not in a
transterable service, then let them
say : “They may be employed with
their consent on such terms and
conditions as shall be agreed upon by
such officer or service and the
corporation. ” Now, such a provision
as this could safeguard pension pros-
pects, etc. That may be one of the
terms agreed upon. But one would
have expected the Government to
give a guarantee in regard to those
officers that whatever benefits they
enjoy in the service of the
Department of Broadcasting would
be preserved intact in the event of
their electing to serve in a corpora-
tion, leaving the corporation free of
course, under the powers conferred
upon it by this Act, to make any new
rules in regard to new entrants.
That is an entirely different
matter altogether. But to put in
such a section and then add para-
graphs (a), (b) and (c¢) of sub-
section (3) of Section 9 of the Motor
Traffic Act, which is invoked in this
case, appears to be somewhat un-
satisfactory. What would have been
expected by these employees was a
categorical statement that their pen-
sion prospects and such other bene-
fits which they enjoyed as officers of
the Public Service are safeguarded in
their future employment. That
guarantee is not in the Act even by
the invoking of Section 9 of the Motor
Traffic Act.

That is a feature which might be
examined both from the point of view
of the law as well as from the point
of view of administrative justice to
these people. We have had several
instances of the conversion of govern-
ment departments into the status of
boards and corporations. We have
a fair number of instances like that.
The Government Sponsored Cor-
porations Act, which is being sought
to be amended, and the State Indus-
trial Corporations Act, which took
over some of the provisions of the
Government Sponsored Corporations
Act, both provide that Government
should take steps to convert govern-
ment departments into boards or
corporations by an Order. It
would cappear that that position is
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not satisfactory and it can be
questioned in a court of law, and
I believe in one instance at least it
is the intention of the officers con-
cerned to canvass that matter in the
Supreme Court.

There it is an Order made by the
Minister, and the Order is supposed
to be comprehensive in regard to the
terms and conditions of service of
the employees. There are instances
such as the Salt Corporation and
the Salt Department, the Fisheries
Corporation and the Fisheries Depart-
ment. The corporations come under
the State Industrial Corporations Act
by the operation of Orders issued by
the Minister.

We had then the Electrical Depart-
ment, and the Hon. Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power brought a Bill
in a previous Parliament for the pur-
pose of converting that department
into a corporation. As I said, that
matter was not finally settled and the
legislative attempt suffered ship-
wreck over this question of what to
do with these employees.

That is why I say that in the
operation of this Act the position
needs to be carefully examined both
from a legal and administrative point
of view in order to avoid an injus-
tice being done to these technical
officers who joined the public ser-
vice in the full confidence that they
would continue to remain public ser-
vants on the terms and conditions of
service set out in their letters of
appointment till they retired, and
that they would draw their pensions.
What has happened since the Act
came into force is not calculated to
inspire any confidence in regard to
their future. As contemplated by
Section 21 of the Act, most of those
who belonged to the transferable ser-
vices were transferred out and the
others remained in the department.
In place of the transferred officers
there has been a recruitment, through
the Employment Exchange and by
other means—I am not here discus-
sing the question whether the recruit-
ment was properly done or not—of a
large number of persons who
appeared to be not quite capableof
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performing the tasks assigned to
them, the tasks that were being done
earlier by the transferred officers.
That is one difficulty that arose.

The other is, what is the future
of these people you have recruited ?
Are they going to be kept on? Or
are you going to treat them as casual
personnel to be sent away after you
have completed the transition to the
corporation stage ? What are your
plans in regard to this matter ?

That is why in regard to the matter
of setting up of the Ceylon Broadcast-
ing Corporation, it would be a good
thing if the Minister could let us
know what exactly is planned for
the future and to what extent the
arrangements at present in hand are
in fact designed to give effect to
whatever plans the Minister has for
placing this corporation on a proper
footing and for the development of
broadcasting in the Island.

There is the question of the setting
up of regional stations. I know that
it is an ambitious plan to have
regional stations. One would have
thought that the matter of relaying
broadcasts from the existing stations
would have been a much simpler
undertaking to be completed first
from the point of view of satisfying
listeners throughout the Island, those
who do not get an adequate reception
at the moment on account of certain
difficulties. For the purpose of satis-
fying those listeners it might have
been a more modest and perhaps
achievable object to have embarked
upon relaying stations. That has not
been done.

An attempt has been made to set
up one regional station. All the
equipment is there, and a lot of noise
was made about it, but it is still
incapable of functioning.

What is the technical service you
have ? How many engineers do you
have who know this job properly ?
And if they are inadequate for the
purpose of giving effect to your plans,
has any attempt been made to
recruit the necessary personnel ?

Those are matters in regard
to which we would like to have
somedatioinformation, because as
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far as I am aware there is
only one fully-qualified engineer. Not
that I want to say anything deroga-
tory of the other technical officers
of the department at present,
but as a fully qualified engineer
whose capacity is known there
appears to be only one. Now, is that
sufficient for purposes of developing
your broadcasting in the Island and
the very ambitious project of having
a number of regional stations ? That
is a question in regard to which we
would like the Hon. Prime Minister
to give us an answer.

Then to come down to a little more
detail : In regard to the Commercial
Service, was it necessary to embark
upon a payment of a 15 per cent com-
mission to the agents that handle the
publicity on behalf of the various es-
tablishments, commercial and others,
that seek the Commercial Service ?
We pay a 15 per cent commission, but
all the playback, material and every-
thing else—the records, the music,
etc.—are provided by the depart-
ment. Why, in those circumstances,
is it necessary to pay a commission
to somebody else? Is it necessary
that the firms must come through
those agencies alone ? There appears
to be a loss of revenue to the depart-
ment. That is why I mention it.

In regard to the Hindi Service, the
dropping of the Hindi relay appears
to have worked to the detriment
of the department because it would
appear that a company that is en-
gaged in rediffusion has got hold of
that business and they are making
use of the facilities provided, outside
the provisions of the original con-
tract between the Government of
Ceylon and themselves, for the pur-
pose of relaying the Hindi Service
which the Ceylon Broadcasting Cor-
poration has turned down.

I want to ask the Hon. Prime
Minister, since there appears to be a
desire to plan in regard to most things
—from agriculture to industry, from
transport to education—whether
there is a properly thought out plan
in regard to the future of broadcast-
ing. The transition from department
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to corporation is already in a state
of agony for many months. The
process is not yet complete.

These are matters in regard to
which we should like the Hon. Prime
Minister to make a statement because,
on the information that I have on
these various Heads, the future of the
Broadcasting Corporation, from the
point of view of conserving our
foreign exchange and finances
as well as of the future of
the employees concerned, parti-
cularly the technical personnel,
appears not to be very bright.

88 & @wn.

(Bm. Cuired & T e )

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External
Affairs, Minister of Planning & Economic
Affairs and Minister of Information &
Broadcasting)

I am beholden to hon. Members for
the very useful suggestions they have
made as regards improvement of
broadcasting generally.

The hon. Member for Devinuwara,
(Mr. de Mel), with his special
experience over a period of time
as Director-General, made a
lengthy speech in which he
brought out certain facts and made
some suggestions for the improve-
ment of the Ceylon Broadcasting Cor-
poration. I would like to deal with
some of the points he made.

Firstly, he criticized the board, and
said that the board was thoroughly
incompetent to carry out or discharge
theoresponsibilities that have been
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entrusted to it. I was listening care-
fully to see in what respect particular
individuals in the board conformed to
his description. He subsequently said
that the chairman of the board was a
very competent person. He said that
Mr. Devar Surya Sena was a very
competent and suitable person. He
did not say anything about twd other
members, Mr. Hashim, an advocate,
and Mr. Arthur Perera. He did not
have anything to say about those two
gentlemen. Then he singled out Mr.
Dharmasiri  Kuruppu. Therefore,
owing to, in his opinion, the incom-
petence of one particular member, the
board is incapable of discharging its
responsibilities! And he mentioned
the particular disqualificaton of this
individual. He stated that he had
crossed from the S. L. F. P. to the
U. N. P. and probably that was the
qualification he had for appointment
as a member of the board.

Surely, two incidents can occur
totally unrelated to each other, and
one need not be the cause of the other.
For instance, I will not say that when
the hon. Member for Devinuwara
crossed from the U. N. P. to the
S. L. F. P. he was made Director-
General of Broadcasting. I will not
make such a statement. The two
occurrences are independent of each
other. He was not made Director-
General of Broadcasting because he
crossed from the U. N. P. to the
S. L. F. P., nor was Mr. Dharmasiri
Kuruppu made a member of the
board because he was guilty of the
reverse process. However, I do not
agree, even if you admit that there
is one member who, in his opinion,
is incapable of discharging his funec-
tions, that the whole board consist-
ing of a number of members is in-
capable, as a board, of effectively dis-
charging its functions.

Then, Mr. Chairman, the hon. Mem-
ber spoke of his own experience. He
said that he had to leave because he
was independent. When I remem-
ber a certain incident, in fairness to
him, I do not think he was indepen-
dentlv acting when he did so. I
thought he was being influenced. 1
think he will recall the cutting out
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of my speech at the Mahiyangana
function when he was the Director-
General. I gave him the credit for
not being independent at that time.

I well remember, it was a quite non-
political annual function—the Mahi-
yangana function. Suddenly when I
was about to speak it was stopped.

¢ ¢ @an.

(Mr. de Mel)

May I make a personal explana-
tion? When the Mahiyangana
function took place the speech of the
Hon. Prime Minister at the
function——

o& DRAEC o sNNGD
(Qserrey L ofl Coeypriiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I was not the Prime Minister then.

¢ QE Qe
(B 15 Ouwd)
(Mr. de Mel)

The speech of the then Leader of
the Opposition at the function in his
capacity as president of the society
was broadcast over Radio Ceylon.

o VDG et 5NNk
(Oserrey L ofl Crenpruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

No.

¢ QE Own.

(8. g Guev)

(Mr. de Mel)

We only refused permission to
broadcast the public meeting which
you had after the function. I stand
by what I said, and I say it with a
due sense of responsibility. We
allowed the broadcast of the religious
function.

D& VA€ o Nk

(Csorres Lt ofl Creypruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

As a matter of fact, there was no

such thing as a separate meeting. I
take part every year in that function.
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The next one is due on September
17th. It is an annual function and I
have never used that occasion for any
political purposes. I challenge any
hon. Member to go through  my
speeches made on those ocecasions,
which have been reported. There is
no separate function as such. The
public meeting is a part of the
function.

The Hon. Leader of the House is
not here. He was also then the
Leader of the House. He also
attended the function.

I only referred to that incident in
passing. I shall now turn to some of
the more useful suggestions that the
hon. Member made.

I think he said that the Ceylon
Broadcasting Corporation was sup-
posed to be an independent corpora-
tion but it does not appear to be so.
Am I correct? Well, he was not
correct when he said there was no
change whatsoever. You will see
that we are not even asked here to
pass their estimates.

¢ ¢ dw.
(Mr. de Mel)
It was only a change of name.

ady DAE ced 5NN

(Qzerray L ofl Creyprss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Not only a change in name. In
the Budget Estimates you are not
passing one red cent for the corpora-
tion. It is taken completely out.

2. . 11.15

The idea of establishing the cor-
poration arose from certain difficul-
ties, broadcasting experience and
various essential things  that
had to be done for the improve-
ment of the service owing to
the normal departmental methods
that were prevailing, It was diffi-
cult to attend to them as quickly as
desired, and therefore a certain
amount of that control had to be
removed. Now that control has
been removed.
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But, of course, it was never
intended in the Act that the Broad-
casting Corporation should be a

completely independent body. If
that were so, you would not find
that particular section, which I

myself* wanted inserted, giving the
Minister in charge the right to issue
general or special directions. There-
fore, it is not absolutely indepen-

dent. It has a certain measure of
independence to enable it to func-
tion effectively, and at the same
time it is under the control of a
Minister who is answerable to this
House.

If that were not so, what would
be the situation ? You will have
the same futile situation in this
House which you have as regards
the Public Service Commission. A
Minister will come here and say,
“You may raise all these matters,
but I cannot be held responsible or
answerable. ”

The degree of independence of a
corporation is a thing that we
should consider very carefully. In
other countries, too—even in Eng-
land—in spite of their long ex-
perience of corporations, the divid-
ing line between the degree of
independence and answerability to
the public and the legislature
becomes sometimes difficult to
define exactly. I am not now talk-
ing of the Broadcasting Corporation.
Having seen the activities of an-
other corporation, I am beginning to
revise the opinions I held in regard
to the degree of independence. I
myself created that body when I
was a Minister—the Gal Oya Deve-
lopment Board, now the River
Valleys Development Board—and
in the light of some of the things
that seem to have happened, I am
wondering whether the degree of
independence given to it should not
be changed.

So, please do not go away with
the idea that the Broadcasting
Corporation has become absolutely
independent. It was never intended
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to be so. There is legislative pro-
vision for control by the Minister
responsible, and the Minister res-
ponsible is answerable to this House.

Then there were certain matters
raised as regards transmission and
reception in certain areas. We are
going ahead with certain proposals
to improve transmission. I believe
some station at Senkadagala is
already functioning, and with the
progress made in that scheme I am
sure reception will improve in a
number of places.

The Member for Kilinochchi
(Mr. Ratnam) said that it is only in
the vicinity of Colombo that you
receive broadcasts. I think he is
making a mistake. If you use the
medium wave, you can receive
broadcasts only within a certain
range. You cannot go beyond that
range and expect reception on the
medium wave. You must switch
om to the short wave. On the
medium range you can get up
to thirty miles; beyond thirty miles
you must tune in to the short wave,
and then you get the short wave
reception. I know it because I myself
do it when I go out into the country.
It is quite satisfactory. At Hamban-
tota I found the reception quite good.

¢ & @wn.
(B g Ous)
(Mr. de Mel)

You have a very powerful set.

o ADE ot MG
(Qsermras L of Creypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I admit that it is a very powerful
set. Most of the things I have are
powerful. You cannot expect to get
a satisfactory reception on the
medium wave throughout Ceylon
however good the transmitter may
be ; beyond a certain range you have
to tune in to the short wave.

The hon. Member for Kilinochchi
made a point about the naming of
the “Sesatha” paper in Tamil. I
might tell the hon. Member that by
trying to raise some small language

1967 geadedz 23

750

—NEW 3808
problem he is not doing any
good to anybody. I shall give
an instance. He knows English

and I too know English ; he writes to
me in Tamil. He is—[Interruption].
He may have written to me in
English. I now reply to him in
Sinhala.

He also made a point that no Tamil
member had been appointed to the
board. I regret the fact that there is
no Tamil member. This matter was
brought to my notice after the
appointments were made.

2. ¢l daw’ A wdsmenm .
(8. oris. . Lwew UewLTrErU&s)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
You appointed Renganathan.

a& RAE ot NG
(Oserra ' ofl Ce@priusgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

No. The matter was brought to my
notice after the appointments were
made. Of course, he does not expect
me to remove a member and appoint
a Tamil member. When a vacancy
does arise certainly I will bear this
in mind.

Then the hon. Member made a
suggestion that we should sell our

broadcast time to India or something
to that effect.

c O Ow.

(B g Gue)

(Mr. de Mel)

We can improve our sales by
advertising in India. We get about
a million rupees now. We can easily
improve on it if you appoint more
advertising agents all over India
without giving the monopoly to one
agent in Bombay.

NG RDE ot 3NN

(Osorrey L ofl Caepruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Certainly we will look into the
matter and see what can be done. If
we can sell more time to India we
might..be able to adjust our very
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adverse trade terms at the present
moment ; we might also be able to
get some money to send across some
of the stateless persons.

The hon. Joint Member for Col-
ombo South (Mr. Bernard Soysa)
raised the question of salaries. I do
not think there is really any
legal disability about this change.
Now, Section 20 of the Ceylon
Broadcasting Corporation Act has
to be construed as meaning the
abolition of posts in the Department
of Broadcasting with the abolition
of the department. That has been
done before, for example, in the
case of the Tourist Bureau when
the Tourist Board was created.
There is provision in the Pensions
Minute for the abolition of posts.
There is nothing in it that is con-
trary to the Constitution. Sectiocn 7
of the Pensions Minute provides for
the abolition of posts. So, under
that section, we presume, with the
creation of a corporation there has
been an abolition of posts, and there
is nothing unconstitutional or
illegal that arises.

As regards the salary scales, the
corporation has gone into the whole
matter with the Treasury. I have
directed the Treasury to go into the
salary scales and I think they will
be discussed with me in the very
near future.

DEsND ctaBen S,
(2. Quie Qeriewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

What about those who are on a
pensionable basis ?

a8 RAE o BNy
(Oserra L ofl Coempruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I believe those officers who are
taken on are allowed to add five
years to their period of service, but
in the case of those who retire ten
years are added. I think these are
very satisfactory conditions that
those people enjoy.
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Then, as regards television, there
was a proposal, of which hon.
Members are quite aware. The
Federal Republic of Germany was
prepared to give us assistance to set
up television. We are considering
the matter. However, it swas
thought desirable that we should
first improve our broadeasting
service as there was room for im-
provement. But we are also con-
sidering a less grandiose scheme to
see whether we can use television
for educational purposes in a much
more modified form. We have not
come to any final decision on the
matter. I personally feel that
instead of having the normal tele-
vision, which will not be possible in
the present circumstances, the modi-
fied form would be of immense use
particularly when the Hon. Minister
of Education and Cultural Affairs is
experiencing a shortage of teachers
of a particular type. We can use our
best teachers and get them to teach
in a number of schools. I believe
some modified form of television
can achieve our purpose. We are
considering how we can do that.

As regards advertising, it is true
that the present Permanent Secre-
tary was employed in the firm of
J. Walter Thompson, advertising
agents, but he has no connection
whatsoever with it now. Naturally,
he had to sever all connections with
that firm on assuming the post of
Permanent Secretary. I do feel that
the fact of his earlier association
with the firm should not and will
not influence him in his actions or
in his capacity as Permanent
Secretary.

I think those are all the points
that were raised. I am beholden to
hon. Members for the various sug-
gestions they have made and I shall
see what can be done to improve
the service. Certainly we shall
pursue those suggestions and see
what could be done to improve the
service, But I am glad that this
time at least hon. Members have
not made the allegation that we
have used the radio for political
purposes.
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BseNsB
(os8rraari)
(The Chairman)

Is the hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion pressing her Amendment ?

H3nedd @8, 8. Ay Mmésnwn B,
(Bmws GPwrCear uerLrrpruse)
(Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaike)

No.

“26 D &luowd 1 om» wldmwe wemm
S 4,755 = 8eC & e AWR FREH DE
aRe’ o & De B0um ¢, muddm
Jes.

26 2 Biveowd 1 2 wldms ¢v oF AW
owd emmlumy wOwd Hw wm «& Bewo
DEB GE.

“26 ouh sy, 1 gb
on. 4,765 oL aulaollh Ceissuu@uns ”  or gy

@ IT& (55 LILI GooT LD
@ al@EsLUUL® b misGlETenaTiulL g.

26 b gy, 1 b @ITEGUUERTLD DL
aulanrufley @awrwis LemllsELLCL G

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 4,755
for Head 26, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 26, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

27 2y QB —yay R

CIOpE )

ecen

1 2 wd9nu.—m=0da &I @eﬂm{m&m
UAM3 we By o0, &. 9,20,726

27 opb SWUL|—FSUD Gl &EarLD

@ev.
@flu Casgearapd p ugsesh, es. 9,20,726

@INE@GLILEnTLD, 1. —uvewllwnenflesr  2yEnHe

Heap 27.—DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 920,726

“27 e &Evewd 1 2m» wEoOmw wem
Si. 920,726 = SeC ¢ o AWM FWEW D
ame” o & e Sum T, wwn ulewm
51

27 2» Bl¥eud 1 2» wldmw ¢cuw e m
068 emnPuwy MmOwd HIw v «& BHewo
DS CE.

“27 gyb S%uliy, 1 b euné@LiLemId, en.
9,20,726 <ot aZawuln GerésluBons ”  erenib
@ eGEsLLLE ahmsbETeTariiuL g.
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27T oyib slny, 1 b UTE@LILERTID Sl
aulamuley (D2awiwts  LenflésLLL .
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 920,726

for Head 27, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and_agreed to.

Head 27, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

9 D wPOBDw—C® M D—YNHDIDD
8we®, &. 6,19,550

ainé@Luad @, 2. —uiflureere GlFeeyscT—
Bemaumn Csawa), eHUT 6,19,5660

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 619,550

“97 Ty GBYsewd® 2 O» w=ddmw wed
& 619,550 » 8¢E ¢© e AP amew WDE
GDe” am @ Do S0um CEFY, W EAOLOk)
s,

97 Dy RBBewd 2 O wlPdmw ¢c¥ o AW
cud comon =mOwd RBw «wp «*& Bowo
DED CE.

“oT b %L, 2 Qb EIGGUUGILD eHLIT
6,19,650 =i aontlm GsrssiuGlons ?  eTgniib
ey EHNG&sULLE e b mid Q& TeTeTLIILL &l.

27 oyib g%y, 2 24 QUIEEGUILIGHTLD 9L Lau el
er @vorwis vesflEslii’L g
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 619,550

for Head 27, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 27, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 D BP9De—wmE® wmE D—IYCA® Jugd,
. 12,96,000

ams@Luemd @e. 3—ufureers Ceeeyser—
ssuGunm. GFeey erur. 12,96,000.

Vote No. 3—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 1,296,000

“97 D Brewd I D OOV HBeWw
& 1296.000 = 8c¢ 8 eCADWO GWED
DE WO’ @®» Y& e SQum ez, wwn
u€om e

97 9 R¥vewuB 3 D wldnwe ¢ eFAM
oudB emmPuny MSwd BJw wm B BVede
BDED CL. '

“ 27T gyh g%, 3 24b EITSGUUESTTD eHLIT
12,96,000 o't eulandlpn OGsidalu@ns ” 6 g
@ NBsaLULG ahmé GQarereriurL &.

27T gy g%y, 3 b TEGUUENID Sl
culanrfle  (@Caoriil)  tewflESULILL Sl
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 1,296,000 for Head 27, Vote No. 3, be

inserted in the Schedule ”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 27, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Scﬁedule.

28 3 KBww.—Sss DOwp Sgac
G586

1 o» w@ona—m3e owwac ondolm
SEME wo ¢Bmyw’ @mm, &. 344,067

19m» ¢co BExw.—odm weadns w2 9,
S 2,13,485

28 b FGVLIL|— YT ETEE QYDEFFIT
@UrEGLUeID, Q. 1. —uesflwmrenfesr 24658 &
Gaigeraod Ly senib, esum 3,44,067

2 sy l—eeq i Gamiyib

&@hLo, esum 2,13,485

&LOLIGT B

HEAD 28,—MINISTER OF STATE

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 344,067

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and salaries,
Rs. 213,485

ABsNd B .
(,@@, Qi@ Qeriiewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I move,

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of Sub-head 1.”

Mr. Chairman, the Minister of State
is responsible today for the Co-
operative =~ Wholesale Establish-
ment, tourism and hotels, and imports
and exports. He also has in his care
wild life and the zoo.

&3, ox. 11.30

To begin with the C. W. E., the first
cause for complaint is the remowval
of the rights enjoyed by its em-
ployees.

In the first place, there was an
agreement between a trade union and
the board that 25 per cent of the net
profits would be divided equally
among the employees. Is that agree-
ment that was entered into between
the Ceylon Federation of Labour and
the C. W. E. Board in 1957 still in
force ? It is an agreement that is ten
years old.
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There have been representations
made in regard to the investment of
the profits of the C. W. E. in the pro-
posed joint stock companies. I do
not think that the employees are
objecting to the investment of profits
per se. But what they say is
that if there is an agreement which
entitles them to a certain portion of
the profits, then leave that out of
what you invest. That is the request
that has been made and I do not
know what the board’s attitude to
that matter is.

o o, @8, Hwpdam

(Oserres Cey. DY Qe ger )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I am not aware of that agreement.

AEND cenBesn Ocan.
(5. Quiey” Qe riiewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I shall get a copy of it and send it
to you.

The next matter is the withdrawal
of the political rights of the C. W. E.
employees. A Question was asked
by the hon. Member for Matara (Mr.
Tudawe) to which some replies
were given. But quite apart from the
replies given by the Hon. Minister,
I want to raise it as a matter of prin-
ciple, that it is unfair for the Govern-
ment unilaterally to take away the
rights of any section of its employees
in that manner.

In the first place, it is possible to
question the legality of the decision
of the C. W. E. Board whether it was
taken in pursuance of a Cabinet deci-
sion or not. The position becomes a
little more anomalous when you find
that the board is now preparing to
start joint stock companies.” Already
one is projected—the Lanka Salu
Sala. The Salu Sala is supposed to
have 51 per cent of the shares given
over to the C. W. E. and 49 per cent
to the private sector. If you have
a joint stock company of that kind,
to that extent the employees of that
joint stock company are still further
removed from the ambit of the Pub-
lic Service than the employees of the
C. W..E. as they are today.
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I should like to ask the Hon. Minis-
ter, supposing a firm operatng 1n this
country—I mention nothing deroga-
tory against the firm; I am only
taking it as an example—supposing
a firm like Ceylon Theatres Limited
suddenly took the decision, * Our
employees cannot have political
rights ”, would that not be a serious
infringement of the right of the indi-
vidual in this country ? As part and
parcel of the terms and conditions of
service of employees, is it possible for
any employer to remove somebody’s
political rights and say, “ You shall
not have these rights in future” ? It
has nothing to do with the terms and
conditions of service. That is the
point that I wish to bring to the
notice of the Hon. Minister.

The C. W. E. is not the State. The
C.W.E. is a State-sponsored corpora-
tion. It is not the Government of
Ceylon. It has been understood and
accepted that public servants do not
have political rights and in respect of
the Public Service the Government
has made several pronouncements
that political rights will be given to
public servants. But in that very
context of stating that political rights
will be given to public servants, here
is the Hon. Minister in pursuance of
a Cabinet decision apparently carry-
ing through a unilateral action of his
~own withdrawing the political rights
of a section of the employees of the
C. W. E., a State-sponsored corpora-
tion.

One of the unions of employees of
the C.W.E,, the branch of the Ceylon
Mercantile Union, wrote to the
board and asked for a conference re-
garding this matter. The reply sent
on the 20th of July 1967 reads as
follows :

“The Hony Secretary,
Ceylon Mercantile Union,
C. W. E. Branch.

With reference to your letter dated
18.7.67 on the above subject, I have to
inform you that as already stated in Cir-
cular No. 21/AB/67 of 21.5.67 the deci-
sion of the Board was taken consequent
to a decision of the Cabinet.
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The penultimate paragraph of the
same Circular indicates that the Board
would be prepared to review the posi-
tion once a decision is made by Govern-
ment regarding political rights of public
servants. It is therefore felt that no use-
ful purpose would be served by con-
vening a conference at this stage.”

This particular reply that has been
sent to the trade union indicates that
the decision was taken by the Cabi-
net. But whether the decision was
taken by the Cabinet or not, it is
implemented as a decision of the
Board of the C. W. E. and to that ex-
tent it is possible to question the right
of the Board of the C. W. E., the
Managing Director of the C. W. E., to
take such a decision and implement
it in regard to its emplovees’ politi-
cal rights. As I said, when you form
joint stock companies, these em-
ployees become to that extent em-
ployees of the investors in those joint
stock companies. You are giving 49
per cent of the shares to the private
sector. To that extent, these em-
ployees become employees of those
investors. They are the employers.
You are then removing the political
rights of your employees who will be
coming under private control. In so
far as shareholders have a say in the
management of the affairs of the
C. W. E,, of your joint stock company,
you are removing the political rights
of the employees of that company. I
say that the entire legality of this
matter is highly questionable. It is
also possible, whatever the law might
state, to state that it is unfair by these
people to rob them of their rights in
this way. That is the principal ques-
tion regarding the C. W. E. and the
joint stock companies that will be

formed. What is the future of the
employees ? We had the same ques-
tion with regard to the Ceylon Broad-
casting Corporation and the Fisheries
Corporation.

The new Act under which the Min-
ister took the power to set up jeint
stock companies stated nothing in
regard to the future of the employees,
such employees as you may transfer
out of the C. W. E. to the service of
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[2E0E eBen D]

the joint stock companies. Surely,
the same position would arise. As
long as you continue the C. W. E.—
you are not abolishing it—any trans-
fer of employees should be by con-
sent, and if you want new personnel
for the joint stock companies, recruit
them. The question as to whether
your circular in regard to political
rights affects those joint stock com-
panies, should also—

8. cBCOsY ¥wion . (DE@1sY
o 328 @OBes wlfelsynm e o)

(B 1. Qapdpper sufEap—os5
Qsrife, sL_pQmife yervsFafar Lirrmes
werps ST sNe )

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-

rentary Secretary to the Minister of
Zndustries and Fisheries)

They become private concerns.

%51 ctuGEth Sw.

(8. Quiey Qerdevr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

It is not stated; it is nowhere
stated.

CBC OB Lo e,

(B Qaparpper gubman)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

They will be private joint stock
companies.

D&50nd etnHen Scn.

('@@ Quie GQerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I hope that position will be
clarified.

cBCE OB ¥wiory .
(8@ OQepovppar pubian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The employees will get all the poli-
tical freedom they want.

D&5»D cw&Ben .

(8m. Quie QFrievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Let that position be clarified. These
are the matters in regard to which
we would like the Hon. Minister to
clarify the position.

Bewldm O35 eddEw
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I wish to congratulate the Hon.
Minister on the fact that the CW.E,,
particularly the accounting section,
has taken considerable strides for-
ward from the point of view of
liquidating arrears in regard to
accounts where the position appears
to be improving. While that is so, I
have also got a quarrel in regard to
one matter, principally with the Hon.
Minister of State, and that is the
practice that he has developed of
handing over functions, which have
been the functions of State through
State-sponsored corporations, to the
private sector, of bringing in the
private sector in this big way.

He is doing that in the C. W. E.;
he is proposing to do that with the
Government Press where they want
to start a printing corporation. This
is a new practice which we cer-
tainly condemn. I know the Hon.
Minister of Education has been pillo-
ried over the past 23 years by those
who had the publication of school
books in their hands, those who had
a gold mine which they lost when
the decision was taken by the Coali-
tion Government to produce text-
books. The Minister of Education has
been pilloried for not giving in to
their demand to restore the profits
that were earned by those various
establishments. The Government is
trying to find a solution apparently
through setting up a corporation in
which the Government will partici-
pate and will allow those old sharks
also to participate. That appears to
be the solution that has been arrived
at by the Minister of State. I say
that if such a step is to be taken, to
judge by the experience in regard to
the Electrical Department and the
C. W. E,, it is very necessary to look
after the interests of the present
employees, government employees,
whom you may seek to transfer to
the corporation. I know we have not
yet had the necessary law before this
House for the purpose of setting it

up, but I am aware of the fact that
the machinery for the setting up of
the corporation is already there in
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the premises of the Government

Press. There are stacks and stacks of

crates marked and set apart

apparently for the use of the corpora-

tion that is to come into existence.

I have the greatest respect for the
Government Printer as a person who
knows his business. In fact I owe
him personally a small measure of
thanks for getting out a report, in
which I was particularly interested,
within the stipulated time or per-
haps even earlier. While I do that I
must also complain that, while effi-
ciency appears to be his watch-word,
if proper utilization of the present
resources of the Government Press is
made, I do not see any reason for
embarking upon this venture of set-
ting up a corporation. I do not think
it is necessary at all.

8. en. 11.45

The present capacity of the Gov-
ernment Press with the new
machines that have been ordered,
with all the new machinery that you
have, the new methods that have
been introduced and the efficiency-
controls introduced by the present
Government Printer himself, appears
to place the Government Press in a
position where it is capable of at-
tending to the increased demands
made upon it, working in the three
languages, without the necessity of
embarking upon this corporation,
unless it is part of the policy of this
Government to offer some palliative
to those who lost the gold mine from
which they earned some unconscion-
able profits by the printing of school-
books.

The Hon. Minister of State is
also the Minister for tourism.
I know that he expects to earn
foreign exchange in a manner
that would help solve the acute
problem of foreign exchange that
the Government faces. It was
reported that the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter had stated that tourism could
bring the foreign exchange that tea
had lost. I do not know what the posi-
tion is in regard to those plans thiat

3——oD 6355 (67/8)
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are being entertained by the Minis-
ter, the Tourist Board, and the
Hotels Corporation.

I would like to ask the Hon.
Minister whether he has examined
the question whether there is any
serious situation developing out of
over-investment in this sector. You
have the Hilton Hotel coming up,
you have the Intercontinental Hotel
coming up with so many rooms, you
have so many private companies ;
Pan-American and all those airlines
are thinking of putting up hotels.

You have rest-houses in which
the private sector has been
asked to invest. I would ask

the Hon. Minister when he expects a
reasonable return from these invest-
ments that are made. Whether the re-
sources are privately owned or
owned by the State, they are part of
the national resources being invested
allegedly in development. We, there-
fore, have a right to ask, what is the
return? When do you expect an
adequate or proper return on this
either in local rupees or in foreign
exchange ?

It appears to me that at the
present rate of investment there is
heavy over-capitalization or heavy
over-investment in this field.

That brings me on to another side
of the matter—the whole question of
the travel agencies that are coming up.
I do not have the slightest doubt that
there are a certain number of reput-
able firms in this business. I do not
want to say anything that would be a
libel on more respectable persons
handling these matters. But there are
a number of shady establishments
that have come up in the guise of
tourist agencies which do nothing
more than engage in the oldest pro-
fession in the world under very
respectable labels. Now, Sir, I am not
for a moment taking any kind of
puritanical stand in regard to other
people’s aberrations. But I would
like to ask the Hon. Minister whether
it was in fact part of his intention,
when he thought of promoting
tourism, to promote this kind of
traffic “'that is taking place, which
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[Er%® e e, ]

appears to be obnoxious. I am sure it
would be obnoxious from his own
point of view. What steps the Tourist
Board that he has set up—
[Interruption].

o o8, @l LW
(Ceserre Gog. i smweurser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

What particular activity are you
referring to ?

AEEND ctnBea s,
(&los. Quiey’ GQeriieor)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I said the oldest profession in the
world.

a& & md. SeDiRm
(Qserreay Ceg. T epweur ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
What is that ?

AEsNd owmBean Des.

(Sap. Quie’ Qeriewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I have accused the Hon. Minister
before this of having a large number
of faults of wvarious Kkinds, but
extreme naivete was never one of
them. There are a number of
persons who prey upon the tourists
today allegedly for the purpose of
arranging tours throughout the
country, to show them the various
historical sites we have and so on
and so forth. It was expressly
stated that one of the useful purposes
for which the Tourist Board was set
up was to curb all these agents. But
I do not see any steps being taken.

In both constituencies which the
Hon. Minister and I represent—
which we have the honour to repre-
sent—there are a number of estab-
lishments springing up. I can
inform the Hon. Minister where they
are established. They are practising
some of the worst kinds of abomi-
nation that one can think of under
the guise of promoting tourism. All
tastes are catered for. I do not
think that the Hon. Minister, as a
representative for this area, would
like to have this kind’ of "thing

Bewldn 038 et
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coming up. I think the Tourist
Board has the power to prevent it
because they function as tourist
agencies and also because it is the
innocent tourist who comes here
from whom you hope to collect the
profit.

Now that brings me to the whole
question of the impact of tourism
upon this country. We are anxious
to earn foreign exchange. We are
dependent upon a large number of
foreicn agencies controlled by the
most powerful capitalist country in
the world today. The kind of twisted
development that has taken place in
Taiwan and in Thailand, in Puerto
Rico and Hong Kong—those symp-
toms can be arising here in a small
way, namely

ad e8. md. Lw2iA®
(Qserres Cog. i, suweuiser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Not only capitalist, but socialist
also.

BEsNR cwBe S,

(8. Quirey, Qsridovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I shall come to that. The whole
question of the investment from
these sources is controlled financially,
economically, and in the last analysis
politically, by the United States of
America, and side by side with that
kind of investment has come this
business of hoarding foreign
exchange in a big way through
tourism. The same companies have
established their hotels there.

a& & @8 EwdBR®
(Qzerre; Ce. 947 spuwour sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Where ?

DEsND ctwBen D,
(8. Quiel. Qsriewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
Bangkok, Thailand——

oG o @l H¥wdBAm
(Qzerres Cey. oy epweur e )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Yugoslavia ?
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A%50d e cn,

( B . Quie’ Qerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I will come to Yugoslavia
presently. I am not for a moment
discounting the fact that valuable
foreign exchange can be earned out
of this. The Hon. Minister was good
enough to mention Yugoslavia.
Certainly the entire Adriatic with its
innumerable islands, with its beauti-
ful coast round which Aeneas
skirted on his way after the fall of
Troy to the setting up of Rome—
that beautiful coast has now been
exploited for the purpose of earning
foreign exchange for the State of
Yugoslavia. All those islands have
been beautifully planned out for the
tourists, but the kind of tourists to
whom Yugoslavia caters today are
not the tourists for whom you are
planning with these major hotels ;
they are persons who come on
charter flights from close by Europe,
particularly from Germany—large
numbers come from the two
Germanys—and now on the basis of
charter flights during the winter they
expect to get tourists from England
and France too. The distance is so
short and the economic conditions
are so different that the ordinary
middle-class resident, the middle-
class person in England or in France,
can have a holiday on the Adriatic
and come back; and the entire
tourist business, apart from Zagreb
which the Hon. Minister mentioned,
is confined principally to the Adriatic
coast.

There are not visible in Yugoslavia,
as a result of the encouragement of
tourism and the earnings from
tourism, the debasemenlt of any of the
traditions or the culture of the six
republics. @No such thing has
happened. It has been possible to
contain the tourist effort within those
limits. Occasionally aberrations do
occur ; for instance, I was informed
at Dubrovnik that there was a waiter
in a hotel who was called upon to

pay maintenance in five countries
but since the quantum that could be
deducted from his salary  under
the labour laws of Yugoslavia

B T T
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was only a certain percentage of
the income, the State had
to pay maintenance to those
children in five countries.
I myself went to this hotel to look
at this international expert, and I
thought of the problem that causes
you to wonder more than once—one
can never know what a woman sees
in a man ; the ways of women are
unpredictable ! Aberrations like that
do occur even in the best places.
Despite that it has been possible for
that country to contain their tourism
in a manner which does not corrupt,
which does not lead to racketeering,
but which conserves the foreign ex-
change in the proper hands and
brings profits without causing these
disabilities.

CBCE OB Hwho ®cn.

(8. Qapadpper guuGman)

(Mr, Shelton Jayasinghe)

Why are you anticipating the
opposite here ?

A&sND ctnGen O,

(,Q@ Quigy” Qamiiewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am judging by what has
happened in Bangkok, Thailand,
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Puerto Rico,
and that is the pattern that has been
set here.

oG & @d. LweddRn
(Gserres Ceg. yi- sguieui o)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
No.

AN ctnBen Sw.

(,@@ Quiren,” Geriienr )

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Even on the continent of Afriea,
even in relation to wild life, that is
what has happened. If you will per-
mit me I shall quote a few observa-
tions made by a very shrewd ob-
server :

“Since the second world war, Africa
has been subjected to an incredible inva-
sion of tourists. The aeroplane lines are
drawing their nets closer and closer round
the continent, and more and more of the

R Y R i BT TR T . W i iy | T e v o BT
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roads are being made passable for cars
even during the rains....the two big
safari firms, Ker and Downey and Safari-
land, vie with cach other in providing the
most extraordinary facilities. You can
say that, taken by and large, their clients
fall into four categories.

Type A is the ¢ Murderer’® or ° Sporting
Butcher ’. He is a man with an impressive
equipment of rifles; he enjoys slaughter
and purchases the most expensive game
licence, which entitles him to four lions,
two elephants, two rhinoceros and an
immense number of giraffes, buck, gazel-
les and other innocent creatures. He feels
‘red blood flowing in his veins’, when he
has himself photographed with one foot on
a lion or perchad on an assassinated
elephant. He does not live as dangerously
as it may appear, for he has his life in-
sured by a constant bodyguard of white
hunters and gun-bearers, who intervene
if the situation becomes critical, and who
go after the wounded creatures which
have hidden in
happens to him.

At times, this type of he-man can be
seized by a sort of Tarzan complex. He
then runs round in little leopard-skin
pants, climbs lianas, bathes in water
where there are crocodiles and insists on
sleeping in a tree. It was for the quieter
specimens of this type that the so-called
Treetops Hotel was built outside Nyeri,
which included a bar among the conveni-
ences afforded by a great fig tree.

Type B is that of the ‘Savannah Snob ’.
He goes on safari for the same reason that
he has polo ponies which he cannot ride,
and a sea-going yacht which he cannot
sail. He may be an American playboy who
requires to bolster up his self-esteem and
his manly prestige, or an English lord who
has taken to gin and big game in order to
forget his last divorce. At times, the
‘snob’ can be a sporting woman at her
chmz_tcteric who has read too much
Hemingway and pins her faith on a ‘white
hunter’ always taking a double camp-bed
on his expeditions to enable him to
accommodate an extra fee.. ...

Type C is the ‘Horn King’. He is the
fanatical specialist who has got it into
his head that he is going to shoot a record
specimen of the bongo or track down some
rare kind of buck. . . . .

And finally, there is Type D, the appre-
ciative and enthusiastic sportsman whose
greatest joy is not to kill, swank or collect,
but to watch. He is the one who goes on
camera safari, and he considers his Leica
just as valuable as his double-barrelled
express rifle. The safari companies have
specialized in supplying him with fine
game motifs. For a relatively small fee,
he can have a rhinocero placed on the
savannah in the exact middle of Kiliman-
laro’s soaring ice cupola:'“he’" ¢dan be

the bush. Nothing
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piloted to a convenient distance from the
cameira-blase family of lions at Serengeti,
and at Amboseli he can even photograph
hippopotami from below, by getting into
a little hide with glass walls, which was
specially built for the purpose by no less
a person than Walt Disney ”.
&2 12

Now, Sir, even after Jomo Kenyat‘!:a
and the Mau Mau succeeded in
driving the British even partially out
of Kenya, these abominations have
continued. On the contrary, far from
abolishing them or controlling them,
the very need for foreign exchange
has made Kenya develop these on the
same lines.

There is something that goes
against the grain when you think of
the shabby mass production of that
which is produced to be essentially
arts and crafts of a nation for the
purpose of providing the tourists with
souvenirs.

Imagine the Kandyan arts and
crafts coming down to the level of
what has happened for instance, say,
in Mexico, where the glories of the
plumed serpent or the relics that have
been left behind by the Maya and the
Aztec civilizations, are exhibited in
the shops of Mexico City in the form
of little souvenirs mass-produced for
the purpose of earning foreign ex-
change. That is the kind of debase-
ment of our tradition and culture
which I fear.

How can you contain your tourism
in such a manner as to prevent that
happening ? That, Sir, is a problem.
I hope the Hon. Minister has
addressed his mind to that problem.

That is why I mentioned Yugos-
lavia—which was able to contain that
problem in an appropriate way—side
by side with what is happening in
Bangkok, in Puerto Rico, in Hong
Kong, and in Taiwan. I mentioned it
because it is a serious thing.

Sir, as I said earlier, we are not
quarrelling on the question of earning
foreign exchange through tourism.
Previous governments also wanted
to do that. We are not quarelling on
that matter. We are only questioning
the ‘modus operandi, the way you are
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setting about it. What is likely to be
the result of the present trends of
development appears frightening.

I am not saying that the Hon. Minis-
ter has any of these bad intentions. I
am not for a moment saying that he
is doing this in order that Colombo
might become a second Bangkok. Far
be it from me to say that. I am only
stating that what is being done today
and the manner in which it is being
done can produce those results, unless
steps are taken to arrest that trend in
time.

Once before I questioned the Hon.
Minister about the proposal to start
son-et-lumiere in Ceylon. That is what
is being done with the pyramids in
Cairo, with the Great Cathedral in
Notre Dame, with the Red Fort in
Delhi. When I questioned the Hon.
Minister on a previous occasion he
said that he would not lend the Ru-
wanwelisaya to such treatment. He
said that he would never permit that.
I know that the project has now been
abandoned. It has been abandoned
because the matter has been examin-
ed and found to be not economically
feasible.

b oF @l Sedian
(Qaorren Ceg. - eguieurger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Is it all right with Sigiriya ?

BEND cwmBen dwn,

(8. Quiey Gerdevr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

We should have no objection, but I

think it has been found that the pro-
ject is not economically a viable one.

I do not want to take up any more
time in regard to this matter. These
are some of the aspects of the various
subjects that come within the scope
of this Ministry which I thought I
should mention. I trust I have made
certain constructive suggestionsodn
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regard to the future of the emplo-
yees both in the C. W. E. and the
Government Press and in regard to
tourism and the dangers involved in
the present trends which we can see,
and I plead with the Hon. Minister to
take steps in time to arrest a deve-
lopment which can be dangerous.

&f &, (?35. Detd eIl sNGD Beu.
(B eris. Qi L_iIew LIGRTL_TH 5T U155 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I wish to raise one or two matters
which are not of great significance
but which the Budget Debate some-
times affords a convenient
opportunity of raising.

The first matter which I wish to
raise pertains to the staff of the
C. W. E. textile depot at Narahenpita.
There are altogether about 25 to 30
employees drawn from different
places, from different C. W. E.
branches and depots. They were
recruited at different times, some of
them as long ago as 1949, at the time
of the inception of the C. W. E.

With the inauguration of the
Minister’s new Salu Sala these
employees have been sent letters in-
forming them that the new organiza-
tion proposes to take them over as
their employees on the same terms
and conditions of service that they
were enjoying previously and that
a letter of appointment would be
issued for that purpose. It is very
considerate of the Minister, I must
say, to see that they are taken on on
the same terms and conditions of
service and to ensure that the new
organization will employ these
people, many of whom have long
periods of service under the C. W. E.

Now the point I wish to make is
this. These employees, although they
were told by letter that they are
going to be employed on the same
terms and conditions, find that that
is not strictly correct. What has
happened is that they are going to be
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paid the same salaries that they were
being paid under the C.W.E. but no
account is ever going to be taken of
the differences in periods of service
of the individual employees. And
what the employees are asking—it is
a very simple matter—is that in the
letter of appointment given to them
under the Salu Sala, each of them
should have endorsed on it a record
of his period of service. That is all.
That seems a very fair request and
the objective of that is merely to
ensure that when it comes to com-
putation of gratuity and anything
like that at the end of their service,
they would then be entitled to count
on this. Otherwise, what will happen
when the documents are all des-
troyed ? Salu Sala may come into
existence ; it may last one does not
know how long. Whatever happens
the original documents pertaining to
the textile department of the C.W.E.
will vanish into the limbo of forgotten
things, and when that happens these
employees are going to be in a

difficulty.

I believe the trade union did make
a request to see the Hon. Minister to
discuss this proposal. I think all of
them said that they will be quite
content if in the letter of appointment
given to them an endorsement is
made of the terms of service of
each of them. They themselves said,
if by any chance it is not possible to
grant their request—I do not see any
reason why it is not possible to grant
it—

ad e »m8. LwdBam
(Qzorrar Cop. oy epuieui war)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I will do that.

ofes. @l el A WdNHem e,
(’;@@ GTLI. 9. [ _iiow usa%rr__.*r_a"wn'me%‘s)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Thank you.

They themselves made the alterna-
tive suggestion. Perhaps it is an
accident that these people were
working in the textile section.at the
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time of the take-over. There were
lots of other people who were
recruited in different places. And
what they said was : “ Why not leave
it as an optional matter for those who
like to join the Salu Sala”?
It that is not convenient
administratively and you want to
take over the whole of the Narahen-
pita textile depot it does not matter
so long as they are guaranteed that
the length of service is going to be
taken into account. That is a very
simple matter and I am grateful to
the Hon. Minister for giving us an
assurance here that he proposes to
act on it.

The second matter I wish to raise
pertains to the C.W.E. and tyres. T
do want the Hon. Minister to look
into this matter a little carefully. I
appreciate that you are committed
to a theory of private enterprise
though I must say I hold somewhat
different views. I am not going to
debate the rights and wrongs of that.
It is my private opinion—and I
think it is the view of many of us on
this side of this House—that the
private sector we all talk about is
really not a private sector at all. I
say that for this reason. All the people
who under cover of private enter-
prise are making money in this
country are people who are able to
do so by virtue of some preference
created in one form or another. Un-
like people in certain Western
countries which too talk of private
enterprise and with some degree of
justification, who can say by virtue
of their hard work, their efforts, their
enterprise, in a real sense that they
have been able to create wealth, you
will find in Ceylon categories of
people who masquerade under the
label of private sector who are not
really entrepreneurs or people who
by virtue of any hard work or effort
or contribution to the State or nation
have really and truly built up their
reserves or their wealth. It is really
a situation of some special licence or
preference or privilege conferred by
the State becoming the instrument of
making money. In other words, if
that is.the situation, then one begins
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to wonder whether there is very
much justification for this private
sector argument at all, But that is a
theoretical thing and I am not at the
moment seeking to convert you.

CBCE Oy wBoty s,
(B Qeépper RUERS)
- (Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

So long as you have controls, that
happens.

efed. @& Ddeses LT NN .
(8. ordl. DT Lwiew LIS LT T pTaisGsE)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I find the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary very wisely saying that so
long as you have controls that
happens. Maybe. Then let us at least
be realistic and recognize that the
creation of this wealth is not in con-
sequence of any special brilliance or
capacity or competence on the part
of these private sector individuals
but, as the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary rightly points out, the result of
preferential treatment accorded as a
result of a system of controls.

g o 12.15

Now what are we having as far as
tyres are concerned? We have
various brand names, which we,
automobile users, have all got used
to, names which have become famous
through advertising all the world
over. Each of these brands of tyres
has its own importer, its own parti-
cular importing house, and if the Hon.
Minister examines the facts he will
find that the margin between the ci.f.
prices and the selling prices, even
wholesale, is far too wide.

eBF Oy Hwsloxy s,

(8@ Copsdppsir guBisan)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe) 5
Far, far too wide. il

efd. @l Do 9T Mdtnwsy O,
(B orir. gy L wew LIGRT LTI 5T IS5 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am glad to see the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary agreeing with me.
These matters have been brought to
the notice of the Hon. Ministen and
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of his predecessor—I refer to the
“peerisi kuttama”’— at the time

when they were in charge of the
C.W.E.

GOl Bem Mdsnwey Ses.
(8wd & pPwrCer LIGTL_TT 5T II&ES )
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

Liven the “peerisiya” is not here !

IS, @8, dww A Wéhwm O,

(B eris. oy Lwew LIGT LT T [5IT U1 5 )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

There are particular companies
which are very serious defaulters in
this matter, who are ultimately ex-
ploiting the people of this country.
fLvery time the cost of transport goes
up and the Government is called upon
to meet the ever mounting charges in
regard to the cost of living, please
bear in mind that one reason for this
is the absence of a c.i.f, ceiling in re-
gard to the import of tyres and price
controls to ensure that there is no
racketeering by these people who
enjoy special privileges, not by
virtue of being a very brilliant
private sector making a great con-
tribution to the nation, but merely by
enjoying certain preferential treat-
ment accorded to it by Government
under a system ot licences.

Now, this is an extremely import-
ant matter. If you examine the
volume, if you examine the circums-
tances, you will find that there is
o reason at all why the CWE. is
not able to import tyres at very
much lower prices. I know, at the
time when we were in charge—I
refer to my Colleague, the hon. Mem-
ber for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilangaratne),
and myself—we imported certain
varieties under bilatera] trade agree-
ments, any many people thought that
the quality of those tyres was not per-
haps as good as those imported from
other markets. It was argued that
the mixture of synthetic and natural
rubber in the Chinese tyre was not
perfect. I refer to the “ Double Coins?
That criticism came mostly from
the C.T.B. That was what certain
persons in the C.T.B. did report, but
I ami sorry to say [that I have grave
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doubts as to the correctness of those
reports, having regard to the fact
that some of the persons in the
C.T.B. had a personal inierest in so
reporting, and had an interest in
some of the contracts by which the
C.T.B. had alternative sources for

their tyre supplies.

But let us assume for purposes
of argument that a new tyre on the
market from China is not as good,
even though manufactured with
Ceylon rubber under the rubber-rice
pact, as, shall we say, a competitive
tyre. May I ask this: Why cannot
the C.W.E. become the importer of
the well-known, well recognized
brands of tyre, if you can get it at
a lower price than the importer wac
is definitely skinning the pubiic
here ? That is my point. I am not
asking that you become the agent
for a dud tyre. Select your own
brand. Take Michelin if you want |
take Firestone ; take Good Year.
Continential, Pirelli. or any of the
makes you like. You can get them
all, practically all of them. I parti-
cularly refer to Michelin as one
make readily and easily available
at far lower prices than those
at which the agents are bring-
ing them here. And the agents
have another lovely system. They
have a knack of always tell-
ing you: “ Well, we imported the
tyres ; we distribute them on various
systems. We have handed them to
our sub-dealers, and the sub-dealers
are the ones who are hiding the
tyres, not we.” But in practice,
especially when we know that we are
dealing in a commodity which has
its ups and downs, you find yourself
in situations where the Government
has got to adopt Heath Robinsonian
techniques to try to ration tyres—
and not only to ration tyres but
even to ration the valves for tube-
less tyres. You know the price ¢!
a valve in ordinary terms. You can
get them, as a matter of fact, at
Tuckers Autodrome for a rupee
and even that is a relatively high
price, leaving a very reasonable
margin of profit, but outside Tuckers
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you find one available at Rs. 4.
What is the reason for this ? The
preferences created by the Ministry
of State through import controls are
working to the advantage of a few
persons.

My submission to the Hon. Minis-
ter is this. If this is a matter of
national interest we are quite pre-
pared to give him facts and figures,
to have a talk with him and demons-
trate how this can be done. But
he must be willing at least to do
this. If he finds that people enjoy-
ing special preferences from the
State are not performing their obli-
gations, he must be willing to cancel
those preferences and take over that
part of the trade in the national
interest.

o X, ¢d. BwudiERx
(Qeerreu Cgp. gy puieur wer)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Certainly.

oI, &d. Bw A Mérhwm .
(B eTil. gyr. Lwew LS. TrpTess)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am prepared to have a discvissicn
with you, give you all Ithe facts and
place material befcre you, show you
where supplies are available the
cif. price at which you can get
them, if you can get them, and so
on. I appeal to you, at least make
sure that we are not cheated out of

the limited foreign exchange avail-

able to us.

Now, this is equally true in regard
to other things. Take the other
items of common consumer demand,
for example, milk foods. We are
having a lot of trouble about milk
foods periodically which the Hon.
Minister of Finance calls “ periodic
scarcity . This is an euphemism of
the first order. If you require milk
foods in regular supplies you will
appreciate what I mean.

When we handed over the Govern-
ment to them there was a lot of
excitement that the Milk Board had
over-ordered and imported stocks
for six months, that the milk powder
stocks,were going bad, that it had to
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be rapidly disposed of. And it was
in fact disposed of to B.C.C., of all
people. I am sorry the hon. Ap-
pointed Member (Mr. Singleton-
Salmon) is not here to confirm my
figures, but he will tell you that on
that deal alone B.C.C. made a pro-
fit of Rs. 2 million.—[Interruption].
The hon. Parliamentary oSecretary
agrees with me. That Rs. 2 million
appears there in their annual state-
ment of accounts furnished to share-
holders.

Now, let me ask, to whom did
B.C.C. sell this milk ? Diq they
dispose of it as animal feed ? They
sold it as milk food. The Ministry
subsequently put out a statement
under the name of the Hon. M. D.
Banda to say that the statement
that milk food stocks had gone bad
was false. Now who profited by
this ? The B.C.C, to the extent of
Rs. 2 million! The Milk Board,
which for the first time in that year
showed a profit of Rs. 7 lakhs, would
have been in a position to show a
profit of Rs. 2.7 million but for this
peculiar decision to dispose of all
the stocks of milk food in this way.

Then again, with regard to milk
food imports, the best popular varie-
ties are what everybody wants.
Let us face it: Nestles products are
still the most popular, particularly
Nespray. However much we may
try to import identical milk powders
under different labels, the fact
remamns that only certain brand
names sell,

Nutritional Foods Company now
operating in Ceylon has a monopoly.
Nutritional Foods Company which is
managed by a former civil servant,
Mr. Neville Jansz, will tell you that
they are in a position to drop the
c.if. price even now.

CBCE UBY esBosy Scsa.

(8. Qe pper syuBman)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

They have declared a 30 per cent
dividend.
4——8 6355 (67/8)
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ois. @l Awed ATTNdsNwm .
(B et gy wew e rrEruEs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am not concerned with their divi-
dends. I am talking of c.if. prices
and foreign exchange. We were
negotiating that question when the
Government fell and after the Gov-
ernment fell all you have been try-
ing to do is to ensure the preference
and the retention of preferences
already given to these different
companies.

My submission is this. The Hon.
Minister of State is an extremely
competent, perhaps the most compe-
tent, Minister of all the ornaments
that we have on the Government
Front Benches. I will say this, T
hope he stops sulking and co-operates
and puts his full weight behind the
Government because he has got the
confidence and the capacity to see
more, far more, clearly than practi-
cally any other person on the
Government Front Bench, I know
perfectly well that the Hon. Minister
of State can give his mind to these
things. I have seen persons of great
eminence sulking. I can assure the
Hon. Minister that it is a human
weakness to sulk. One can under
stand it, National interest cannot
wait while we engage in sulking. The
Hon. Minister is quite capable of
running commercial affairs in this
country  extremely competently.
He may have a different political
philosophy compared to ours. That
does not matter. I am not asking him
to destroy the private sector which
he wants to cherish. I know that he
is sufficiently fair-minded to be wil-
ling to recognize places and areas
where his interference could produce
very good results. He can do it and
he is quite capable of doing it, if only
he decides not to regard the private
resources——

NS

(YELrreeari)

(The Chairman)

Order, please ! The Sitting is sus-
pendedtill 2 p.m,
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 2 p.m.
and then resumed.

&fed, 8. Qe BTHMmdsnwm Do
(8@ erir gyi. L wew LIGHTL_T T BTG )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I rise to a point of Order, Sir.
There is no Quorum in the House.

YR @LaAcCe o83 omd o%hEdHO
exnBRoan’, 858 B8n @bt H3IV0 Bewd ©
®mED G,

SR ©LHhEdbh e PDACWH —

sau  er@memlULB BepGadn QAN Sned
ey toeafl gssiur. Gaam@GlaaT gy 2awrwll
UL g, sk

WDavreri  plenmGelaor &ranrtiul i gith—

House counted, and a Quorum not being
present, the Division Bells were ordered
to be rung.

Later, a Quorum being present—

ofed. wd. RweE Aedandrunm Sw.

(Q@ GTLI. :d%.%. L UIGw  LIERTL T BITILiSHE )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I was raising some matters pertain-
ing to the Ministry of State, parti-
cularly in regard to the affairs of the
C. W. E., at the time the House
adjourned for lunch, and it seems to
me that by the grace of the
full stomachs in the U. N. P,, I am
able to continue again with a Quorum
at long last.

Sir, there are one or two other
questions that I want to raise with
the Hon. Minister of State. Now that
we have got involved in a discussion,
I should like to go a little further. I
paid him a compliment when I said
that in this Government the Minister
of State stands Ilike the Inimitable
Jeeves amongst a whole host of
Bertie Woosters. The Hon. Minister
is quite capable of finding solutions
to most problems. Sometimes, how-
ever, he prefers to remaineperfectly
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silent until the great brain is pressed
into service. In these circumstances,
I appeal to the Hon. Minister to
please exert himself on behalf of his
Colleagues and to solve these prob-
lems, if they cannot solve them.
We have our cost of living problem,
which is something he is capable of
solving, though not with the magic

wand of tourism but with other
things.

May I now straightway get on to
the subject of import controls ? The
Hon. Minister is in some respects
like Hamlet without the prince when
he is called upon to deal with the
subject of import control without the
Department of Commerce. It does
seem a little difficult to understand
how he is going to perform the
functions, though we know he 1is
trying very hard. I think it is a
relatively simple matter. Although
everyone can withstand reshuffles,
no one can withstand the Minister
when it comes to reshuffles, parti-
cularly the peerisi koottama. So is it
such a difficult thing to take away
the other half of the peerisi koottama
also and take over the Department of
Commerce and make yourself an
effective instrument at least in the
interests of the country and in the
interests of the consumer ?—
[Interruption]. There is very little
left of the peerisi koottama, not even
the broken chips.

Now, what remains here ? The
Hon. Minister issues import licences
thereby creating the kind of mono-
polists that I was talking about, the
kind of private sector he revels in;
and having created this private
sector he himself is in no position to
tell us why there are periodic
shortages.

~May I make one practical sugges-
tion in support of that ? Would it be
a bad thing, when you are having a
discussion with the Hon. Minister of
Finance, and within the very limited
foreign exchange available to you, if -
you also went into a detailed analy-
tical study of the c. i. f. prices of all
essential articles and ascertained for
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yourself the places from which they
are available at the cheapest possible
price ?

Nowadays quotas are given on a
very unsatisfactory system. In case
you say it, I will say it before ; I will
admit that the same unsatistactory
system was adopted in the days of
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
Government.

CBE O Lwloxy cw.

(8@ Qaporppar uEan)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Now it is worse with commodity
aid.

ofd. @d. Qe AgTNndrnemd Ow.

(ﬁ@- GTLI. QY. L WGV LIGHTL TTBTilSES)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I agree with the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary that it is now worse with
commodity aid and with the com-
modes coming in with it! But the
fact remains that you are not making
an 1at’mempt to rationalize import con-
trol.

If you examine the history of it,
you will see that this is not
inevitable. In 1962, soon after
the rice cut proposed by me fell
through and was withdrawn, and
I myself withdrew with it, the Hon.
C. P. de Silva as Acting Minister of
Finance or Minister of Finance, while
he was there very temporarily, in-
troduced a system of general licensing
and abolished the open general
licence. By a stroke of the pen he
brought every single commodity im-
ported into this country under
licence. By this technique he
thought he would stop the foreign
exchange drain. Of course the de-
partment was totally understaffed.
The department was not capable at
that stage of running the full licen-
sing system, and it took a long time
to get the machinery under control.

I concede that licensing was of a
very rudimentary order in those days.
I refer to the years 1962 and 1963. But
thanks to my Colleague the hon.
Member for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilan-
garatne), at least an attempt was

5——&8 6355 (67/8)
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made subsequently to reduce the
chaos and to restore order and to
rationalize the system and place it
on a definite basis. Now, the basis
adopted, though of course the basis
in the circumstances was not a very
good one, was that depending on the
average of imports over three given
years—I think the years were 1959,
1960 and 1961—importers who hap-
pened to import particular varieties
of goods were given licences to im-
port. But the licences were given on
the aggregate of rupees. There was
no attempt to sub-classify or to say
what was to be imported. For
instance, if an importer was able to
show that he had imported to the
value of two or three lakhs of rupees
on an average 1n those three given
years, then he was permitted to im-
port up to a percentage of that,
maybe 100 per cent. in some cases
exceeding 100 per cent. of that
amount for the given year, in 1963
and 1964, as the case may be.

If you stop to examine it for a
moment, from the point of view of
the importer, naturally he is going to
import items in respect of which he
has got maximum profits available
to him. He 1is not necessarily
interested in the service that he can
perform to the country. He looks at
it from the practical angle of which
items of goods are easy to rig, easy
to make scarce from ltime to time and
easy to make large profits on. And
on that basis imports continue to be
given to these same persons regard-
less of the practices they engaged in,
regardless of whether they are guilty
of malpractices.

CBE OsY iy Ocs.
(B Qaporppar gubian)
{Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
We are preventing that.

fd. 8. Dewed AMénwm D,
(8w orli. oyi. Lwew LTLTTETLES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

You say you are preventing it, but
as far as I can see the same people
are carrying on with impunity. Tt
may be that with the best intentions
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in the world you are trying to do
something about it but the fact
remains that what you say you are
doing is most ineffective.

The only method of dealing with
this problem, the most practical
method, is to really and truly get
tough with the people who are not
conforming to the standards that you
expect of them. Now, how does one
get tough ? What is the method of
getting tough ? Is it sufficient to
publish statements in the press say-
ing that you will prosecute traders
for price control offences? Is it
sufficient to prosecute a salesman
every now and then and send him to
jail for a few weeks and then say
that you are enforcing the Control
of Prices Act? Is it sufficient to send
your Vice Squad every now and
then to raid your own institutions
like the Jatika Pola? Surely it is
more important to root out this type
of antisocial crime at its roots. Is it
not possible to do that?

What about the Licensing of
Traders Act? It was a law introduc-
ed by my good Friend, the hon.
Member for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilanga-
ratne) when he was Minister of
Commerce and Trade—a  most
effective law, if I may say so. It is a
law under which, if it had been en-
forced, a trader would have been
compelled to say goodbye to the
trade in the event of his being found
wanting. The machinery was simple.
The Government Agents were to en-
force it. Unfortunately the Supreme
Court, as they have done in regard
to many other statutes, held that the
tribunals appointed under that law
were not properly appointed,
because that power was vested in the
Judicial Service Commission. But if
the law is defective, what are we all
here as legislators for except to
amend the law ? Why do you not
give that power to the Judicial Ser-
vice Commission? We are not
anxious to derogate from powers
given to any authority by the Consti-
tution. But why are we letting that
law remain a dead letter ? What is
the advantage of that?

BHewldm ®xIF ©eTVC®W
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Under the present system you can
prosecute a man ten times over for
a price control offence but there is
no way in which you can stop that
man from continuing his business as
a trader. He will employ new
employees to cheat the public.

g. tx, 2.5

I wonder whether you have read
the advertisement columns of the
“ Daily News.” There are certain
advertisements which keep on recur-
ring week after week. For example,
there is a firm called Moolchands
somewhere in Bankshall Street. I
noted the name because they adver-
tise under their name. They do not
make any bones about it. They
advertise ready-made Bri-Nylon
trousers. Now that is a variety of
cloth the import of which had been
prohibited into this country since
1961. They are advertising things
which are just not available—which
could not legally have been imported
into this country for many, many
years having regard to the price
ceiling that had been fixed on tex-
tiles. How do these things come into
the country ? I see the hon. Leader of
the Opposition having a copy of the
“ Daily News ” with her. It is today’s
issue. You will find Moolchands
advertising here ready-made trou-
sers, ready-made jackets of types of
materials well above the c.if. ceil-
ing. How does it happen? It happens
because they know that the Govern-
ment has no effective machinery for
checking up on 'this. I can under-
stand it if surreptitiously they have
managed to smuggle in a little bit of
cloth, made some trousers out of it,
and are trying to sell them. That is
not the case here. Openly and in the
most blatant manner these traders,
non-nationals, are advertising it, and
the Government carries on as
though they do not see these things.
Nobody observes them.

I believe in the telephone directory
you have the remarkable case of a
gentleman, one P. M. Dissanayake,
who advertises as a government re-
gistered charmist. In a government
document, the telephone directory,
you find P. M. Dissanayake solemnly
advertising his services as a charmist,
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a man who is prepared to do hooni-
yams for you at a price, and claims
to be government-registered. In
other words, he is allowed to repre-
sent to the public, in a government
document like the telephone direc-
tory, that he has got government re-
gistration. I do not know under which
Ministry you register charmists, but
what I want to know is this. Why
does a government allow people to
trade and profit in this way? I agree
that the Minister of State is not res-
ponsible for charms or hooniyams—
at least, I hope not. He has got all
the charm in the world, I know. That
is not the point if Moolchands can
get away with it.

ad e, @, Hu28m
(Qserrey Geg. oyi. sguieui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I do not believe in it.

ofe. @d. Qud ATTNdsnwn Sw.
(Bgp. Tl i Lwew LIGRTLrTpriuEs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

At least, we are both minority men.
Neither of us believes in it. I agree
with the Minister that if he paid a
little more attention to the matter of
charms, maybe the results might
have been different. Whatever that
may be, my point is, why is it that
when you can have efficient machin-
ery to look after the welfare of the
people of this country, you do not
care to do it? After all, the Licensing
of Traders Act is there. Here is the
co-author of it. We both were very
bad authors in the sense that we
could not get past the Judicial Service
Commission. Never mind. You can
now set it right and deal with it. Tell
me, up to date how many importers
—I am not talking of the little men;
I am talking of the big men—have
you caught, have you dealt with,
have you denied licences to?

Secondly, do you think the annual
average import of three given years
constitutes a good index? I see
that the hon. Farliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries does not think anything of
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it. He is a man who knows some-
thing about commerce and trade.
I am glad to see that he completely
agrees that this is a bad system. It
may have been the only system
available to the Hon. C. P. de Silva
when he suddenly became Minister
of Finance and did not know how to
set about it. But times have changed
since then. You are no longer in
that situation. Are you obliged,
therefore, to retain this old system,
tolerating the same old racketeers,
without any good reason for it ? The
Licensing of Traders Act will furnish
the solution.

Next, is it impossible to keep tab
on the distribution that follows from
the point of import ? Is it difficult
to insist upon knowing the quantities
handed to sub-dealers with reference
to dates ? Is it impossible to keep
tab on the actual stocks of different
essential commodities—I am not
saying every commodity; some
commodities at least—so as to ensure
that by a very simple check you will
be in a position to bring to book
those gentlemen who fatten upon the
consumer public in this country in a
situation of short foreign exchange ?
The Hon. Minister is well able to
tackle all this. '

ol e&. 8. Se2dam
(Osarrar Gay. oyi. spwer ger)
(The Hon J. R. Jayewardene)

I did not follow what you said
the tab.

ofd. . Qwd M dsNed Oue.

(8w eris. oy Lwew UL Trpriids)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Take typical items like commodes,
lavatory equipment and sanitary-
ware. Supposing you import them
with commodity aid or in any other
way, what attempt is made to keep
a check on the distribution of those
items, the movement of those items,
from the importers’ stores down to
the distributors ?

o8& . 8. L2BR%
(Qsorres Q@. Sy QULIIIT 63T )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
To the users ?
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(Bl oris. opi. Lwew LIGWT LT T [5IT &S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

- No, not down to the users. If you
want to go down to the users I have
no objection. You will find yourself
probably digging well below the
commode right down to the sewers,
and in the sewers you may discover
perhaps giant cockroaches. You will
be surprised at what you will dig up.
My point is that you should examine
the position with regard to certain
items. Take tyres, for example. Is it
difficult to locate your sub-dealers ? Is
it difficult in regard to sanitaryware
and equipment to keep tab on the
importers ? Is it difficult to find out
how much St. Anthony’s Hardware
Stores have in their stocks ? Is it
difficult to find out how much Khalid
Brothers have in stock ? I will give
you the names of every one of these
gentlemen. They are people whom
you should know after you have
declared an income tax amnesty and
know the result. You know well who
are the gentlemen who took advant-
age of that amnesty—we do not—
and if you know them and continue
to permit them to make money at the
expense of our people, then it is a
question as to who the criminals are
—whether you are not just as much
to blame, if you are going to tolerate
such a situation and to allow it to
continue. Those are the questions we
raise.

Take, for instance, matches—an
item of common consumer demand
which is produced locally. There are
periodic scarcities. Why ? The distri-
bution chain is not in the hands of
the Ministry of Industries. You can
find fault with your Colleague if you
like in regard to the quality of the
matches which do not catch fire. You
can find fault with him in regard to
the combustibility of every item,
except perhaps himself ! But when it
comes to distribution, why should
there be shortages? Why should
people, occasionally even, have fo be
troubled to pay 15 cents for two boxes
on the pavement? Your entire
scheme of distribution is built on a
hopelessly outdated and impossible
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system, which you are not making
the slightest effort to do anything
about.

What is the use of taking the Vice
Squad out to raid shops and detect
price control offences if, when a price
control offence is detected, you
promptly order the sale of all the
goods in that shop to pavement haw-
kers who are waiting there to snaffle
them up and sell them again? And
so the thing moves in a vicious circle.
My point is that these are matters
capable of very simple adjustment
by the Minister, if he cares to do it.
The Minister can do it. He is the
one man who has got the capacity to
do it. And, of course, he prefers to
hide his light under a bushel. He
prefers to talk of tourism in the 21st
century rather than to think in terms
of serving the consumers in the
20th '—[Interruption]. He is going to
replace tea with tourism. I like to
make a more practical suggestion.
Why not packet and blend the tea
that is already here without trying
to packet and package tourism for the
future ? The Minister has under him
in the C. W. E. a department whose
specific task is to export tea. The
method of exporting tea is strange:
by calling for tenders. You know
perfectly well that your own Memb-
ers, particularly from the Southern
Province, are raising a clamour
asking you to start a packeting and
blending corporation. It is not a
difficult thing.

aé . md. LedER®
(Qzorrar GCeg. oy epweui se )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
We are going to do it.

fd. @b, Vwed D MSsNe Swn.
(Ss. eris. gyi. Lwew UL mTrpLEs)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am glad to hear it. The old
system is certainly very unsatisfac-
tory. Whether we did it or whether
you do it, it is most unsatisfactory to
licence the job to Jafferjees, or to
A. F. Jones, or to anybody else. Even
some of the staff in that department
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are persons who have adopted get-
rich-quick methods, and some of
them have got very rich indeed.

a8 QY BSlecwny
(Qsorres oymsssanr DRI )
(An hon. Member)

Those are legacies.

fd, @d. Dl ATwlonwm .
(8. eril. QYT L WIGV LIGHTL T BTIIES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

May I ask, why are you so close
to the legatees ? If it was a legacy of
our Government, why are you so
close to the legatees ? Why are the
very people who profited from these
transactions your closest buddies and
associates, politically and otherwise ?
Those are the questions you have got
to answer. If you ask yourselves
these questions and find where the
Amirthanayagams are now, find
where these gentlemen are now, the
gentlemen of Jafferjees and A. F.
Jones who worked the rackets, you
will know whose political friends
they are today. Who are the persons
who are benefiting today ? Having
declared under the amnesty to the
Minister of Finance they continue to
draw import quotas. If that is the
kind of morality you are talking
about, let us not start talking about
legacies. If you choose to take the
legatees into your embrace, you have
only yourself to thank for it.

Then, the Hon. Minister has got an
organization by which he is quite
capable of completely revolutioniz-
ing the trade in our land.—[Inter-
ruption]. And, even now the Hon.
Minister is quite capable of solving
every one of these problems. He has
got the drive, the energy and the
capacity, but unfortunately his is
like the cry in the wilderness. His
Colleagues would not listen to him.
—[Interruption]. I would not say
that. As I said, he is like the Inimit-
able Jeeves surrounded by a bunch
of Bertie Woosters. And the inimit-
able Jeeves is quite capable of finding
an unorthodox solution to every
problem.

There is another matter I wish to
refer to, and I go back to milk foods

1967 geededzy 23

790

—znd2) t3end

once again. I would like the Hom.
Minister to seriously consider one
elementary proposition. Please con-
sider the amount of skimmed milk
powder you are importing into this
country, not CARE milk for the
feeding of school children but
skimmed milk powder for the pur-
pose of supplying to biscuit manu-
facturers. Ascertain for yourself
what is the quantity of skimmed
milk powder used for this purpose.
Consider by what process this
skimmed milk powder is manufactur-
ed, and you will find that it is not
done in a very expensive plant or by
an elaborate process. It is done by
means of a machine called a roller
drier.

A brand new roller drier does not
cost more than Rs. 1 lakh. A second-
hand one—if you do not want to in-
vest Rs. 1 lakh—which you can get
from New Zealand or Australia will
cost about Rs. 50,0000 Without
throwing a single bottle of skimmed
milk down the drains of Welisara
farm or Bopatalawa farm or Amba-
wela farm, you can process all this
milk on a roller drier and convert it
into the identical kind of skimmed
milk powder suitable for biscuit
manufacturing after the fat has been
extracted.

The Hon. Minister of State might
tell me that it is not his business but
that of his Colleague, the Minister of
Food. I ask the Hon. Minister of
State, please make it your business.
If your Colleagues do not know, at
least you who have the capacity to
understand something are capable of
doing it. There is no reason why the
milk from Ambepussa farm should
have to be marketed through Robert
Senanayake. There is no reason why
the marketing arrangements at
Ambepussa farm should have been
changed. I ask this because I remem-
ber that a roleer drier in point of fact
was ordered, and the order was can-
celled by your Government on the
basis that it was a waste of time and
a waste of money. I think I can see
the answer formulating itself on the
lips of the Hon. Minister of State.—
[Interruption]. It is not his business
and it was never his business. They
would not allow him to make it his
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[&fef. @b, Boe Qed Bwdonwzn Sw.]
business. That is the tragedy of this
Government. A man with the capa-
city of Jeeves has got to remain in
the background and is not allowed
his great brain to work and solve the
problems of this country.

& exn. 2.30

There is one other matter, and
that is in regard to tourism . You
are engaged on a very big project in
building hotels to which you hope

the tourists will come. We all hope
so. I myself do not believe that
tourists will come unless the

country begins to develop with it.
Take the example of the Soviet Union
which today in Europe is the biggest
example of the Soviet Union which
today in Europe is the biggest
doller-earner on tourism. You do
not know the thrill the Americans
get from a visit behind the Iron
Curtain. I think my hon. Friend
will find that the experience of
Ceylon is going to prove the same.
Probably the number of tourists
who came to this country to see what
it was like under Mrs. Bandaranaike
have diminished, because not so
many people want to come and find
out what it is like under Mr. Dudley

Senanayake. They know really
what this is going to be like. It is
a poorer edition of Bangkok!

Whether it is Bangkok or Taiwan it
does not make much of a difference.

Whatever it may be, the truth of
the matter is that unless the country
is growing people are not coming
here to look at your ancient monu-
ments. People are not coming here
to look at the fossils either in this
House or outside of it. Nobody is
coming here merely for the sake of
listening to the brilliant speeches of
Mr. Jabir Cader, who solemnly wants
bookies legalized or alternative em-
ployment provided for the touts.
This is what would have happened
if Mr. Jabir Cader had applied the
same analysis to the brothels.

You find a strange situation here
of merely hoping that when you
build hotels, the hotels will get
filled with people. What are you
going to do with them ? Take the
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Suisse Hotel at Kandy without going
any further. Why has it been neces-
sary for the Suisse Hotel Company to
let the maximum portion of its ac-
commodation to offices ? It pays them
better that way. Why are they just
keeping a minimum number of
rooms open for services ? Take the
Grand Oriental Hotel of the old
days. What has happened to that
hotel ? It has now more or less be-
come the Bank of Ceylon. Is this
the fate that is awaiting your new
hotels ?

If you believe that lack of hotels
is the only reason that keeps tourism
away from us, surely the answer lies
somewhere else. We must build a
higher standard of living for our
people. A high standard of living
as a whole, standards of cleanliness,
standards of housing, standards of
food and so on, can only come in the
wake of a growing economy.

If you think that the foreigners
are going to come here to admire our
game sanctuaries or our wild life or
to look at our ancient ruins, I think
you are barking up the wrong tree.
Take for example even the West-
German. Is he going to spend a
sum equivalent to the cost of a
Volkswaagen in his own country just
to come here and look at your wild
life? It is going to cost him
Rs. 4,000 to Rs. 5,000 to come here,
which is in his country the cost of
a Volkswaagen. The middle-class
German or even the fairly well-to-do
German cannot afford that sum. Of
course, there are specialists in orien-
tal languages like Professor Wilhelm
Geiger and others who would like
to come here to study our philology,
our language, our etymology. ilay-
be there are others who would like
to come here as zoologists to study
the typical aspects of our flora and
fauna. That is likely to happen.

But taken by and large, if :there
are some of us in this House in the
Opposition who are sounding grim
warnings that Ceylon is going to
become a second Bangkok and have
fears for the virtue of our women
folk, I fear more than that: my
greater fear is that the Germans are
not coming. The price is too high
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The price that we call upon them
to pay is far too high and the com-
modity is available to them, perhaps,
at cheaper rates on the Adriatic
coast, as mentioned by my good
Friend the Member for Colombo
South (Mr. Bernard Soysa), who will
prove what I say.

So the fact remains that merely
putting up hotels is going to mean
a colossal waste of money unless
the country is going to grow side by
side with it. And that by no means
you are sure about. My good
Friend the Hon, Minister of Finance
is attempting to contract the eco-
nomy wherever he goes. With your
expansionary influences in regard to
hotel accommodation, where are we
going to end ? The country will
continue contracting in one sense
and your hotel accommodation will
expand ; at the end it will result
only in the hoteliers who have been
avle to get foreign exchange conces-
sions taking money out of the
country—and they would have
scored against us in the end.

In regard to building material,
there too I do urge you to consider
once again the question of 'the c. i. f.
prices. If you are able to do that
much in the course of the coming
year, and if you also inspire your
other Colleagues to think speciously
you would have achieved a great
deal. If you want to |think as a capi-
talist, think speciously as a capitalist
and try to get the country expanding
In practical terms. By practising
capitalism for the benefit of a few
people who enjoy a life interest in
the State, while preaching socia-
lism and austerity to the many,
you are achieving nothing; the
country will quietly drop in prosperity
until time and circumstances will
show that ithe very thing you are
seeking to avoid is ultimately ushered
in by you all.

£E8216d] AT Mdsnwm .

(Bl §PwrCaur uetrrrpruss)

(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

Mr. Chairman, you will re-
member that when I spoke in the Se-
cond Reading Debate on the Budget
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I touched wupon the question of
tourism but due to the limited time
that was available to us on 'that occa-
sion I could not deal with it in detail.
Therefore, I intend now to deal with
the matter in detail. I do not propose
to deal with the other subjects
that come under the Votes of
the Ministry of State such as
wild life—wild animals can look
after themselves—and the question of
the Zoological Gardens. I 'think the
hon. Member for  Dehiowita
(Mr. Weerasekera) is competent to
deal with that matter ; the question
of import conltrols was dealt in detail
by the hon. Member for Dompe (Mr.
F. R. Dias Bandaranaike). I would
therefore limit my speech to tourism.

Under Head 28, Votes 6 and 7, there
are two items of Rs. 3,417,000 and
Rs. 3,550,000 in respect of Recurrent
and Capital Expenditure allocated to
the Ceylon Tourist Board. In addition,
there is also a sum of Rs. 263,450,
undar the Votes of the Public Works
Department allocated to the Ceylon
Tourist Board. We are not given
details of these Votes. I agree that we
do not expect the Minister to give us
the minor details, bult, I think, at least
this House has a right to know
how these moneys are going to
be expended and on what? There-
fore, we hope the Minister of State
will tell us in his reply how the
Tourist Board intends to spend this
money. A sum of nearly Rs. 7 million
has been given to the Tourist Board
and the House has a right to know
how this money will be spent.

You have set up two organizations
to deal with tourism: the Ceylon
Tourist Board and the Ceylon Hotels
Corporation. On Ithe Ceylon Tourist
Board there are a number of
members. None of them is an expert
on tourism. One of them, I believe, is
a gynaecologist, one or two are law-
yers who are well versed in their pro-
fession ; then there are one or two
others who have retired from Gov-
ernment Service. I think the former
Clerk to the House of Representatives
is also there.
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I saw in one of the newspapers that
one or two of these members who
went abroad to participate in con-
ferences—at least they have been
honest enough to admit it—have said
that they knew nothing about tourism.
And at that time certain comments
also appeared in the newspapers about
it. These are the people who have
been appointed to the Ceylon Tourist
Board to deal with tourism. There
are a number of directors in the
Hotels Corporation too. One of them,
I understand, is a retired public ser-
vant. I do not know whether I
am correct. Then there is also a
director of Malibans Ltd. Anyway,
the point I wish to make is that they
are all businessmen. I cannot re-
member all the names at the moment.
There is not a single Government re-
presentative there. Though the Gov-
ernment has invested money in this
corporation, only private business
people are in it.

I believe the Government holds 50
to 55 per cent of the shares in this
corporation, and the public are also
allowed to buy shares. Big meetings
are held upstairs at Samudra, and I
am told that some of the directors
seat themselves at the entrance so
that they may run away at any
moment. They expect trouble at any
moment at these meetings of the
Hotels Corporation as there is such
a crowd—

@& c& @d. LeTEAD
(Qzorras Ceg. gyi. eyuaiiser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
8,000 shareholders.

838@1e2] AgTMérnum .
(Bapws @PAwrCar LT rrpruss)
(Mrs .Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

That is right. So large is the
attendance at these meetings that
some of the directors sit at the
entrance expecting trouble.

In the Tourist Board, I believe
there are four directors and four
assistant directors but no managing
director.

Then there is the Director-General
of the Hotels Corporation, Mr. Royce
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de Mel, who as we all know was
found guilty of trying to smuggle in
liquor when he was Captain of the
Navy and had to resign. Subsequently
he was found guilty of trying to over-
throw, by illegal means, a govern-
ment that had been legitimately
elected. He was found guilty of this
charge by three judges of the
Supreme Court, and only got away
with it in the Privy Council on a
legal point. I understand as managing
director of the Hotels Corporation he
is drawing a salary of Rs. 3,500, in
addition to various other benefits. He
knows nothing about tourism and he
is being given such an important posi-
tion. We can understand this fabulous
salary being paid to 2a man who knows
something about tourism, but we do
not understand why Mr. Royce de
Mel should have been given this post.

The only conclusion we can draw
from this is that the Government is
under obligation to employ the people
who were involved in the 1962 coup
d’etat. A number of them have
already been given employment by
the Government and others are also
to be given employment, according
to the papers. Some are employed by
the private sector. Some of them are
still drawing salaries in the army,
while being employed in the private
sector too. Obviously, the Govern-
ment is under some obligation to
employ these people. The reason we
know.

It is unfortunate that officers who
are on compulsory leave after the
last so-called attempted coup d’etat,
are still on compulsory leave and
not allowed to get employment out-
side. They are not served with
charge sheets either, nor are they told
why they have been sent on com-
pulsory leave. They draw their
salaries and waste their time, these
young officers with a future before
them ; they are wasting their time at
home. Whereas people like Mr. Royce
de Mel are given employment and
paid huge salaries, these men are
wasting their time at home.

We also understand that the
Tourist Board—I do not know
whether they have changed this
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practice recently—have their meet-
ings in the evenings after 4.30 p.am.
I suppose it is natural because most
of these people who are on the Tourist
Board are professional men. They are
otherwise engaged during the day
and they can only attend meetings
after 430 p.m. We understand that
some of the officials refused to attend
these meetings because they are held
after office hours. I do not know
whether the situation has changed
recently. This is how the Tourist
Board is run.

g. . 2.45

I dealt with the question of the
luxury hotels that the Hotels Cor-
poration intends to build in this
country in the near future in my
speech during the Debate on the Se-
cond Reading of the Appropriation
Bill. We understand that agreements
have been drawn up for the building
of four luxury hotels. Hilton Hotel is
going to cost about Rs. 30 million, of
which the foreign exchange compo-
nent will be Rs. 23 million. Reef
Hotel, which is going to be built by
some organization called BOAC
Hotels, is going to cost Rs. 13 million,
of which the foreign exchange com-
ponent will be Rs. 7 million. Pan
American International Hotel will
cost Rs. 30 million, of which the
foreign exchange component will be
Rs. 24 million. I believe UTA is also
going to build a hotel, but we do not
know the details of that agreement.
It is still a secret.

The information we have is that
about Rs. 90 million is to be invested
in these hotels. Rs. 65 million will
be the foreign exchange component
—[Interruption] We will some day
have to repatriate that money with
interest. That is why I asked the
Minister of State the other day—he
was not present on that occasion—to
table those agreements in the House.,
The House has a right to know what
these agreements are and to what ex-
tent this country is going to be
committed.

If I remember right, when the
Minister introduced the Tourist
Board Bill in March 1966 he gave the
House an assurance that he wwould
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place before the House any schemes
the Tourist Board will introduce for
the improvement of tourism. In fact,
I think it is provided for in this aet,
under Section 28. Therefore, I think
we have a right to ask the Minister
to table those agreements that he has
entered into with the various organi-
zations for the building of hotels in
this country. Rs. 90 million is not a
small sum. We like to have informa-
tion as to what precisely the country
is being committed to.

I wish to mention something about
rest-houses on this occasion too. I
read in yesterday’s ” Daily News ”
that the Tourist Board is going to
take over 35 more rest-houses which
are now being run by Government
Agents and local bodies. While I am
glad about that I do hope that the
rates and tariffs will not be raised.

My complaint has been that the
charges at some rest-houses are high
and that only the rich people of this
country can afford to g0 to such
places. My complaint has been that
in raising the charges at the rest-
houses the Government is not consi-
dering the Ceylonese in-tourist. [ am
glad to find that the Daily News ”,
a paper in which the Minister of
State himself has an interest, has in
its editorial today given support to
my view.

I am also glad to find that the
Peradeniya rest-house is one of the
35 rest-houses that are to be taken
over and run by the Tourist Board.
That is an important rest-house and
during our time too we tried to get
that done. As you know the Pera-
deniya rest-house is managed by the
Kandy Municipal Council. As I said
we thought it was an important rest-
house particularly for tourists and
we wanted to take it over and
improve it during our time. I sent
my Permanent Secretary to persuade
the then Mayor of Kandy, Mr. W. A.
B. Soysa, to hand over the rest-
house to the Tourist Board but
apparently our powers of persuasion
were not sufficient. He refused to
hand over the rest-house, Perhaps
it may be due to the fact that the
Municipal Council was run by the
United National Party. Perhaps §
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may be because the Kandy Municipal
Council was really run by the United
National Party whereas the Govern-
ment was S. L. F. P. But now they
have agreed I think to hand over the
Peradeniya rest-house to the Ceylon
Tourist Board. I am very happy
about that.

I read through to see whether the
Polgahawela rest-house Was also
included in this list. The Minister
of State had requested me to go to
the Polgahawela rest-house if I could
not go to Hikkaduwa.—[Interrup-
tion]. I would please ask the Minister
Minister of State to take over the
Polgahawela rest-house also and

improve it, and not raise the rates.

Then they talk of improving
tourism and of advertising Ceylon in
foreign countries. We see a NEws
jtem in the papers today ; I think
most of the papers had if. The
“ Sun” has a news item which gives
the statement of a representative of
the BBC who came to Ceylon during
the Kandy Perahera last week to film
the Kandy Perahera. I shall read
his statement for the benefit of the
House and in order to show that
somebody has blundered somewhere.
The full text of his statement is here
which I shall read:

“ Reports have appeared of the curious
action of the Diyawadane Nilame, Sena-
tor H. B. Udurawana, in preventing BBC-
TV from filming a documentary of the
Esala Perahera; perhaps the public
should have an accurate account of this
unhappy matter.

At a time when Ceylon is hoping to fill
its planned hotels with tourists and
subsequently its coffers with foreign ex-
change, we arrived to produce a 49~
minute Television Documentary, in colour.
This would be seen first by millions in
Britain and Australia, then around the
world by countless potential travellers.
Such publicity cannot be bought.

The production had been in prepara-
tion since my reconnaisance visit a year
ago, when I met the impressive Perma-
ment Secretary to the Ministry of State,
the Chairman of the Tourist Board, and
others. Letters were exchanged and in
July, the Producer, Mr, David Rea, visited
Kandy. At no time were we warned of
any pitfalls.
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At the beginning of this month, I joined
him with a crew of technicians ; the high-
paid expertise and professionalism of this
team would cost a small fortune if Ceylon
were ever to try o make its own film ;

we were offering it free. P

We have lost that offer because
somebody has blundered somewhere.

_«8o far, we had transported six
people and 1,000 1bs. of excess baggage
halfway around the world : the Tourist
Board was most amiable, but surprisingly
was only prepared to give us all aid
short of help. Never mind, we would con-
tinue to pay Jur way—despite the fact
that the BBC is a Public Service Organi-
zation supported by the British tax-payer,
not a profit-making company. We were
at least given a smiling welcome and an
address where we were able to hire neces-
sary lights and additional electricians.

At Kandy the Police were helpful. Our
rented lights were set up, for to film at
night in colour an even, overall illumi-
nation is required—no flashes, of course,
but a sort of gentle floodlighting.

A professional record of this spectacle
requires several nights of filming; on
our first night we filmed happily. The
lights over a few vards of the route were
little brighter than the good street light-
ing Kandy may one day enjoy and, in
the brilliant parade of flaming torches,
were little noticed. Certainly the ele-
phants were unconcerned as every-
body else, for the lights were high up,
not in their eyes, and less bothersome
than car headlights. There was no upset
at any time.

But it appeared the Tourist Bonard had
not consulted Senator Udurawana, and
next day, he ordered us to stop filming—
and so cheated his country of priceless
worldwide publicity, and a permanent
record of this splendid pageant.

UNFORTUNATE PAWNS

_ We realise we are unfortunate pawns
in this pointless and silly incident. We
realise that the Diyawadane Nilame,
owing to advanced age and unfortunate
ill-health, can take no part in the pro-
cession. We reatise that he wants the
Government to contribute a considerable
sum towards this ‘event, and that the
dancers also wish for money. We realise
the Government’s opponents might cash
in on any incident, and that mahouts are
venal and most of them drunk by night-
fall. We realise many other behind-the-
scenes considerations.

But we also realise that Ceylon is
already using much-needed foreign cur-
rency to buy advertising space in foreign
periodicals "—
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That is important.

—"and open offices abroad in a vain
attempt to do what we were trying to
do better and free. We appealed in per-
son to the Mayor of Kandy, to the
Government Ageat, even to the Prime
Minister himself to see that we be per-
mitted to do what the Ceylon Govern-
ment had encouraged us to travel thou-
sands of miles and spend thousands of
pounds to do.”

Pity they did not appeal to the
Minister of State.—[Interruption].
Perhaps they might have succeeded.

“ All showed sympathetic anguish at the

Diyawadane Nilame’s action, but none -

evidently had the authority to let us film
in the streets of Kandy—over which it
seems the Diyawadane Nilame reigns
supreme.

“So we leave, much poorer but little
wiser, and trying not to be bitter, having
been lured under false pretences. It seems
doubtful whether any other film-makers
will be ready to repeat our expensive mis-
take—there are many countries in the
world anxious for such free international
publicity.

We go with regret, for we have great
aﬁectign for the delightful country and
its amiable people, and wished to share
our pleasure with the world.

Instead, the over-burdened taxpayer
must, in future, cee his taxes spent in
buying foreign advertising space, paying
heavily for what we offered to do for
nothing. Ceylon has missed its oppor-
tunity. ”

Is this not a blunder ? Is it not a
great pity that we have missed this
opportunity ? We understand that the
Diyawadane Nilame had not been
consulted before this film company
was given permission. Probably he
had to be informed, at least out of
courtesy. I am not holding a brief for
the Diyawadane Nilame. I think he
should not have done this. But any-
way, he was probably peeved that he
was not consulted, not even informed.
Therefore, he refused to allow per-
mission. Anyway, it is a pity.

Is this how we intend to advertise
our country ? Is this how we intend
to invite tourists to our country ? I
do not know how the Hon. Minister
of State expects to realize his
dreams of replacing tea with tourism.
He is expecting to earn Rs. 200
million a year from tourism, calcu-
lating at the rate of Rs. 400 a tourist,
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He expects a tourist to spend Rs. 100
on accommodation and Rs. 300 on
other things like buying Ceylon
products. He expects a tourist to this
country to spend Rs. 400 on an
average. If they are to spend that
amount of money in this country they
must when they come to this country
ieel that they are treated in the way
that tourists are treated in other
countries.

Every tourist who comes to this
country is not able to spend Rs. 400.
It is only a few American
millionaires who can do that. Tourists
who come to this country, or an
country, are the average middle-class
people who use the savings out of
their life’s earnings to do a trip
abroad, and they would like to make
the best possible use of that money,
to spread it out, so that they can see
as much of the world as possible.

Such a tourist is not going to spend
Rs. 400 in Ceylon.

These are only dreams, and these
are dreams we shall never realize.
As the hon. Member for Dompe and
the hon. Member for Colombo South
mentioned in their speeches, we have
certain fears about these hotels. We
are going to spend nearly Rs. 90
million on building 4 super-luxury
hotels. There are seasons in which
tourists come to Ceylon ; they do not
come throughout the year. What is
going to happen to these hotels during
the off season ? How many people in
Ceylon can afford to occupy these
hotels at the rates that they would
be charging, bearing in mind the

rates charged by places like the
Hikkaduwa rest-house ?

Therefore, we would appeal to the
Minister of State to reconsider this
question of building hotels. Build one
or two hotels first and see whether
they are a success before we invest
large sums of money in building
super-luxury hotels in thig country.
We agree that we need some hotels.
We too tried to put up hotels during
our time. But why put up super-
luxury hotels spending large sums of
money, nearly Rs. 65 million in
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foreign exchange, which have to be
returned some time ? It is a loan that
we are receiving—

ab @sY BDlewny

(Qserras 2msssar G qHeur)
(An hon. Member)

No.

B8encdi AeT Mérnaw B
(BmwE fwrCar LIGHT LT T BT ES)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)
—to be paid back with interest.

e oY Hwlian .

(B Oappper guEBaD)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
They are investments.

as@ncdf e Mmbrnem Do,

(Bpns & BwrCar LIGRTL_T T FTII&S )

(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

Yes, but they will want to take
their profits.

cu@ oY Lkl Bcn.

(8. Qagerpper guEan)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
From their earnings.

28enccs ALy Mbsnnzy Ses.

(S FhwrCar LIGRTL_IT T 5T I&S)

(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

How much will it come to ? At
least Rs. 15 million to Rs. 20 million
a year. That is what we are
worried about. Can we afford it ?

g. a». 3.00

Therefore, I would ask the Hon.
Minister of State to please reconsider
this question and to table in this
House the agreements he has entered
into with the four organizations
which are going to put up these
super-luxury hotels.

I do not intend to take any more
time. There are other hon. Members
who want to speak. The other sub-
jects under Head 28 have been dealt
with by other speakers. I think the
hon. Member for Kolonnawa (Mr.
llangaratne) wants to spealk-on the
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Import Control Department. There-
fore, I do not want to take any more
time.

I ask the Hon. Minister of State
to please inform the House of what-
ever plans the Tourist Board has to
improve tourism. He gave us that
assurance when he introduced the
Bill. As I said before, the Act pro-
vides for the board to put up to the
Minister any schemes it formulates
for the improvement of tourism.
The House has a right to know these
schemes, and the Minister himnself
is responsible to the House. There-
fore, we expect to be told what the
Tourist Board is going to do for

tourism and how they are going to
spend the Rs. 7 million allocated in
this Budget.

@B Y. 0. cuedl

6z%0)
(soorf§ erer. erb. QUCTTIT—wL g Wrp

(cs8casy

Cari_en )

(Dr. N. M. Prera—Yatiyantota)

I have a number of matters to
raise. First of all, may I take up
the question of the CW.E.? I had
occasion some time back to draw the
attention of the Hon. Minister to a
number of irregularities in the
C.W.E., particularly with regard to
the employment of pensioners in
the internal audit section. I must
say, subsequent to my question,
certain of these irregularities have
been set right and I am glad the
Hon. Minister did take some action
with regard to that matter.

I would like the Hon. Minister to
go further into what has happened
in the C.W.E. Frankly, when the
Hon. Minister of State was on this
side as a Colleague of mine in the
Opposition, both of us criticized the
CW.E. After his party got into
power they set up a commission of
inquiry. Obviously, if they were going
to take all this time something should
have been done to cleanse the C.W.E.
as they went along. Certain changes
at least should have been made to
improve the working of the C.W.E.
instead, of waiting till this final
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report is presented. In the mean-
time, the C.W.E., apparently accord-
ing to their judgment, is in a sorry
mess and they allow the mess to
continue.

CBE OB oy Oc.

(8. Qaporpper ubian)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The accounting section is very
much better.

GHhde Y. . cuedd
(sorfg) erer. erv. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I agree there are certain improve-
ments made but they are scrappy.
And that is not the whole story
about the C_W.E. There are various
sections there. May I take one
example ? You closed the drugs sec-
tion of the CW.E. What have you
done now ? The Hon. Minister him-
self has now come out openly and
stated that the private dispensaries
are charging too much for drugs
and they are exploiting the con-
sumer. The Minister himself has
stated the necessity for him to take
action. This Government tock up
the position when they assumed
office that the C.W.E. drugs section
was useless because it was running
at a loss and that it should not be
allowed to continue, and they closed
it. Instead of trying to improve it
and provide the benefits of a check
store, which was the purpose for
which it was established, they
closed it. Now they have come
to the position of saying that the
private dispensaries are charging
too much and exploiting the poor.
It is quite true. I have disclosed
earlier the extraordinary charges
made by various dispensaries. That
is only one of the items.

Now take the question of textiles.
I think, the hon. Member for Kolon-

nawa (Mr. Ilangaratne), when
he was the Minister in-charge,
decided that the major por-
tion of the textiles should be

imported by the CW.E. and insisted
that the price of textiles should not
exceed one rupee, so that the luxury
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textiles would be excluded. But
what happened ? The importers
evaded it in two ways. Firstly,
some of these importers, mainly the
so-called registered citizens, in vari-
ous ways connived with the Cus-
toms officers and resorted to evasion.
They brought in more expensive cloth
by various devices. Thus they
knocked the bottom out of this
concept of one rupee textiles.

Then what happened ? Even the
other genuine importers of textiles
found that the Customs were
charging import duty on the black-
market rates for textiles. How did
they fix the market value ? They
went to one or two blackmarketeers,
got the prices from them and charged
duty on that basis, and the result was
that even the genuine textile
merchant had to jack up his prices
in order to make up for the extra
Customs duty levied. So, in  more
than one way, the whole concept of
the importation of textiles by the
C.W.E. was knocked for a six. That
is what happened.

What is it that the Hon. Minister is
now doing ? He now wants to take
away from the C. W. E. the textile
imports section and hand it over to a
joint stock company.

CUE O ScsBoy @i,

(Q@ Gagey m» mer gw@@gp)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
It is done and finished,

Pl DY, 8. cuecls,

(se0rf @ erer. orib. QuCram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Done and finished. I would have
preferred it if the C.W.E. took over
the total imports of textiles. Then
you could have cleansed the C. W. E.
of any bad people it has or eliminated
all the malpractices prevalent due
to corrupt officials. You could
have cleansed that institution in that
way. Instead of that, what have you
done? You have taken over the
import of textiles and handed it over
to a joint stock comnany where,
anvarently, the C. W. W. hag got 51
per “cent of the shares' while
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private parties hold 49 per cent of the
shares. You have now practically
driven. out all those textile
merchants; some of them may
be genuine {raders and some
of them may be  rogues,—
[Interruption]. You have actually
driven them out. A large number of
people have been put out of employ-
ment. You are not going to take over
those people who have been thrown
out of employment there. At least
you have taken in a major importer,
Mr. Sellamuttu, as one of the direc-
tors !

Why are you now really creating
another monopoly for a private
party ? In point of fact, these people
with their weight are likely
to dominate the whole textiles section
of your C. W. E. through this joint
stock company although nominally
the C. W. E. has 51 per cent of the
shares. It is understandable that of
the private parties who are there one
is Mr. J. L. M. Fernando and the
other is Mr. N. U. Jayewardene——

C ab o, @l LediA

© (Qserrey Cog. gy sywaen ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
They are shareholders.

@n8e O5Y. OO, cweld
(sor 5 erer. erib. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Per=ra)

What I want to know is this:
Is this, in principle, correct?

b o @d. LedlN®

(Qzorreas Cag. gyi- RUIGUIT HET )

(The Hon. J. R. Tayewardene)

It has been passed by the House.

@8 duY. 98, cwell
(sor G erer. erid. QuCrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I know, but we are contesting the
correctness of this whole idea
because the repercussions are much
worse than the Hon. Minister thinks.
'The Minister has changed the set-up
‘of an institution which was subject
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to our control at a certain stage. We

‘were then able to pinpoint the

defects in it and in the textile trade.
Now what has the Hon, Minister
done? He has virtually created a
private monopoly of a trade which
was subject to the control of this
House. I ask, what is the extent of
control that the Minister will now
have over these private individuals?
Virtually, nil.

cBC oY Lewllctn .

(8@ Gapdppsr gubliian)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The Government has 51 per cent
of the shares.

g 8e Y. 8. cuedd
(serf@ erer. erib. QuUGrmrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That enables you at the annual
general meeting to appoint new
directors and to do things like that,
but with regard to the day to day
working of it where do you stand?
The fact that you have 51 per cent
of the shares enables you to remove
the directors or call in question the
actions taken by the board, but the
day to day administration of this
whole institution is in the hands of
private parties who can exploit and
will continue to exploit the consumer
in the matter of essential require-
ments such as textiles. You have now
handed over the entire textile trade,
and with it the fate of the consumer,
to a handful of monopolists. That is
what you have done.

a& B @b, £

(Qaarrar Gey. QYT QUIGUIT SET )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We can break it up into holding

companies later on. You cannot do
all that at once.

e Y. IO, cwedsb

(sarflg erer. erib. QuCrmm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Hon. Minister is going to do
the same thing with regard to the
dried fish trade. All these are essen-
tial‘consumer items. What the Hon.
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Minister is doing step by step is this:
instead of courageously saying, “I
am going to do away with all this and
hand the entire trade to the private
sector, ” he is handing it to the pri-
vate sector on the pretext that he is
going to have control over it, when in
fact he has no control over it at all.
What I fear is that he will have more
Boniface Fernandos getting back in-
to the dried fish trade.—[Interrup-
tion]. Yes, he is dead, but there are
other Boniface Fernandos. I do not
know these names.

ad o, 8. L£wdBam
(Qzarras Cag. i QUIQIT FeT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

You want everything to be done by
the State?

& duY. 8. cuedsh
(vrpl% erer. orih. G?LJQJ!TR‘)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Certainly. At least the essential
commodities must be handled by the
Government. We must have some
safeguard. I can understand it if they
are luxury articles; then, there may
be a reasonable and arguable case for
handing the trade to the private sec-
tor. But when you come to essential
articles, like textiles, which the com-
mon man needs. You cannot afford
to take any risks. The Hon. Minister
knows the background of the dried
fish trade. He is going to bring in the
same type of person again to run the
dried fish trade. He is going to hand
the consumers over to the tender
mercies of these traders once again.
That is what the Hon. Minister is
doing in fact.

CBCE O5Y csloay s,
(8@ Qaperspeir guBizan)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Earlier the C. W. E. was the sole
importer. Was it successful?

e Y. 98, cueds

(soorf& erer. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Anyhow, let us change it while we

are in a position to do so. We are
able to criticize the C. W. E. in this
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House over and over again because
it was subject to the control of this
House. But what has happened now?
As you go on you will gradually lose
control, until one day you find that
you have no control at all. If at all,
it will be only once a year that you
will be able to pinpoint the defects.
That is what is not satisfactory.

g. . 3.15

8. ouY. d¥»vad O, (ecefusncs )
(’Q@ 2. erer. .sa'&rm,-ﬁf&g-—@rg@ﬁmrm)
Mz C. N. Kannangara—-Deniyaya)
What about milk foods ?

@2l dnY. 8. cuedsd

(s@r &) erer. erib. QuCrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

There are a large number of items.
What is the Milk Board doing ? They
are producing milk and passing it on

to private dealers to make the profits
in the distribution.

So far as we are concerned, we
want to make it quite clear that if
ever the Opposition comes back ' to
power we shall certainly confiscate
them, all these shares included. We

are not going to permit a continuation
of this.

CBE DY BwBody S,
(5. Qaperppeir sui@iiram)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

You will be depressing the market
further.

a&e Y. D8, cuc¥s
(s@rflG erer. erib. Qulrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We are not afraid. We will not be
a party to this kind of exploitation.—
[Interruption]. I am making a state-
ment so that the country will know.
That is why I am telling them. You
are utilizing public money in order
to increase private profit. That is
what you are doing.

cBE o5y 8oy s,
(8@ Qagcdppeir ew@iram)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I hope you will repeat that at
Bandaragama. '
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@DZe SuY. OO, oveld
(sorfl@ erar. orb. QUCTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I will repeat it at Bandaragama and
I will repeat it at Negombo also.

ad & @d. LwdiAB

(Qsorres Ggg. i eguwieuil Heo )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

You need only buy 49 per cent of
the shares. I will make it easy for
you.

8w 5. 98, cuedd

(serfl@ ere. erib. QuGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We do not need to buy. We will
take over.

Now that we are on the subject of
the C.W.E., can the Hon. Minister
justify the acceptance of Mr. R. T. de
Qilva’s tender for tea blending ?

@& e @8, LediAn
(QaorTau Ceg. 2yir- R ILIGUIT FET )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
For what ?

g8e Y. D®. eueldd

(soor 5B ere. ord. QuUGrmm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

For tea blending. The Hon.
Minister is quite ignorant of what is
happening in the world.

The Hon. Minister will remember
that the whole matter came up before
the C.W.E. Commission. There are
two directors in this so-called Ceylon
Tea Blending Company. It consists
of two partners only, the precedent
or more predominant partner, who is
Mr. R. T. de Silva, the Chairman of
the C.T.B., and another.

In the course of the cross-examina-
tion of witnesses by the C.W.E.
Commission it was found that
Mr. R. T. de Silva was also party to
a5 case of gross misconduct, to put it
mildly. A number of his employees
were found guilty. I think some of
the members of the staff of the
C.W.E. have also been interdicted,
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adl & @d. LwdE
(Qaer e Cey. -—Qbﬁ:'- eQuiGuIT FEuT )
(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene)
What is the name of the firm ?

@B O5Y. OO, evedd

(soorfG erer. erib. QuBrrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Ceylon Tea Blending Company.
Mr. Amirthanayagam, Manager,
C.W.E. Export Department; Mr. C.
Samaraweera, Store Manager, C.W.E.
Export Department ; and Mr. M. H.
Hassan, C.W.E. Tea Taster, are all
under interdiction since December
1966 on charges of bribery on the
recommendation of the CW.E.
Commission.

Now, Mr. R. T. de Silva, who is as
suilty as the others, gets off scot-
free. Nobody has even attempted to
ask him to explain his conduct. All
right, I shall leave that matter alone.
In any case, you have already taken
partial action in that you have inter-
dicted officers connected with the
transaction.

oé & @d. LD
(Qzorreu Cay. DT SQUIQUIT HEIT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
It was done earlier.

@an8e 5. 8. cweld
(soorfpl & erexr. orib. QuCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Maybe. My complaint is that the
C.W.E. is again calling for tenders
for the export of tea.

adi & @8, LwedBA®
(Qserrar Geg. i sguieur sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Called and given.

g DY, DB, cueds
(s B erer. erib. QuGmrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Pereia)

To whom ?
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@G ed. @d. LwudBam
(Qaorrer Gog. Qi QUG e )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

To Sri Lanka Tea Blending
Company.

@nde Y. 8. cuedsbh
(s@rplG erar. erw. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The same company.

a& &, @, HwdBRw

(Gaorrey Gog. _gpr. eQuaui e )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

How can you say that? You
referred to the Ceylon Tea Blending
Company. This is the Sri Lanka Tea
Blending Company.

@Dl DuY. 98, emelsb
(sarflG erer. erw. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

- Will you find out ? My information
is that it is the same company. I will
tell you why.

Actually the tender is from the
beginning of June to the end of June
the following year, namely, for one
year. Tenders should have been
called in May, but at the request of
Mr. R. T. de Silva the acutal calling
for tenders was postponed till the
15th of July this year.

o &, @8 SwedBan
(Caorrar Cg3. oyi. swoui sar)
(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene)
I am unaware of that.

$ndw Y. 9. cwedb
(sorflG erer. erib. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I shall be glad to be corrected if
my information is wrong. In fact, I
shall be happy to know that I am
wrong. In any case, the least that the
C. W. E. Board could have done was
to have blackballed this particular
company. It should not have been
allowed to submit a tender. That in
itself is irregular.

Here is a company which has been

found to be guilty of misconduct by

a commission of inquiry.
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ol o, &, LwdBR%
(Oserrey Cgg. opi. sguiaui Ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
When did this happen ?

@nde OuY. 90, cuelsb
(s fl & erer. erib. QuGram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This year ; recently.

ad e, ad. Lwui»

(Qsarrer Cog. oyi. sguianr ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Before the last Budget ? Nothing
happened during this budgetary
period.

anls Y. 90, cuedbh
(sorflf erer. erin. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

These are tenders that have been
given now.

ad; od. @d. S8R

(Caerras Cog. oyi. syweur sar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The Sri Lanka Tea Blending
Company. :

@nla Y. 80, czedsd
(sarflf erar. erh. Qulrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

My information is that it is the
same company. You can check it

up.

My complaint is this, that when it
was found that the Ceylon Tea
Blending Company, of which Mr. R.
T. de Silva is the senior partner, was
guilty of misconduct, the C. W. E.
Board should not have accepted the
tender of that company. On the
conifrary, what was done was that the
closing date for tenders was post-
poned to enable Mr. R. T. de Silva’s
company to submit their tender. That
is my complaint against the C. W. E.

o, c&. @l SwIZam
(Qserrar Ceg. oyi. epuieui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardemnz)
When was this ?


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

815
Sedsm enddun smm, 1967-68
Grnde O5Y. 0. cweld
(sorfE erar. ertb. QuUGrrmT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Recently. In July.

QCoaE 5y Do,
(‘@@ Qemsr sar)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Tenders closed on 10th July at
10 a.m.—[Interruption].

ad; 8. @d. SeDIA®
(Qzorre Ceg. oy ULIGUT SET )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
You are better informed.

QCeavsY 5y D,

(8- @Gem&TGeT)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

The Minister does not know.

od e&. @d. SeDERD

(Qa@er T Ceg. - R UIGUIT GEIT )
(The Hon. J. B. Jayewardene)
I trust my boards.

@B Y. 8. ex08s
(5@3;1’{@5‘7,6? erer. erip. QuUGTTr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, and they let you down with a
bang.—[Interruption].

0d, &, @d. LwudiAm
(Qaerrou Cay- %ﬁ'. e ULIGIIT 6T )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Give me the full details of t_his tea
contract and I will look into it.

Pl Y. 8. eweds
(soor & erer. erib. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, certainly.

I would now refer to the Import
Control Department. I really do not
know what the present set-up In the
Government is. We have here in this

House the Minister of State who is
in charge of import control. I do not
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know what the Minister of Com-
merce and Trade is doing. He is
supposed to foster import and export
but the Minister in charge of import
control is here. What is this division
of functions? It is difficult for us to
know to which Minister we should
address our complaints.

aé & Hd. SwBR®
(Qzerras Cay. oyf. syueur ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

You are wasting your shots, are
you?

andn sy, DO, cweld

(soor &S erar. erib. QuGTTrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not know whether the Minister
read the judgment in a recent case,

which appeared in the “ Daily
News. ” This is the extract.

“Rs. 4,766 FINE IN TAX CASE

Fines totalling Rs. 4,766 in default 12
weeks imprisonment were 1mposed on
Mrs. Cynthia Blanch Esme Rawson of

20A, Queen’s Road, Colombo, by Mr.
B. G. S. David, Chief Magistrate,
Colombo, when the accused pleaded

guilty to a charge of omitting an income
in her tax return for the year 1965-66. . .

The plaint filed under section 148 (1)
(b) of the Criminal Procedure Code
accused Mrs. Rawson of making an in-
correct return for the year 1965-66 with-
out a reasonable excuse by omitting an
income of Rs. 8,659 in respect of rent
received ; thereby evading income tax in
a sum of Rs. 2,133 and also making a
false statement that she was in occupa-
tion of the premises in question.”

How did this arise ? That is the
important thing.

DY,
(828?d)

(B erar. Qer@e QuiEanCrr—»ir
GQaraptbry)

(Mr. N. Denzil Fernando—Negombo)

Good work done by the Income Tax
Department !

e & szYe Ow.

Hndw DuY. V. cuelsd
(sar 5 erer. erib. QuGrarm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You are, I am sorry to say, the

biggest idiot tnat has ever come into
this House.
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ad . 8. BudBa®
(Qserras Gen. YT SQUIGUIT FeoT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
He must withdraw that.

s

(Y58 rreeri)

(The Chairman)

I do not think the hon. Member
should say “idiot”. I was myself
very sorry that that hon. Member
was interrupting, but I do not think
he should be called an idiot because
he was interrupting.

@le Y. 8. czeds
(sorf G erer. er. QuUGrrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Percra)

I withdraw, but I wish he had the
brains of a nitwit anyhow.

ad ed. 8. LwdER»
(Qzerrey Cgg. oyi. sgweur ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
He is a lawyer.

&Hde Y. 8. cweds

(soorflg erer. orib. QUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I pity the clients. That is all I can
say.

The case I was reading arises from
a situation like this: Hon. Minister
of State please note ! '

The owner of 20, Queen’s Road, to
which this case refers, is Mrs. Raw-
son. She was a former Miss Carron
from Negombo. She let the house to
Mrs. Malinee Ratnagopal. You know
who Mrs. Ratnagopal is ? She is a
Miss Samarakkody, Mr. R. G. Sena-
nayake’s niece and therefore also a
niece of Mr. Dudley Senanayake, the
Prime Minister.

aé & @B BwedBRm»

(Qaerrar Cey. QYT QUG Fevr)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
How Mr. Dudley Senanayake’s ?
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HAdew DY, 9. cueld

(sorflg erer. erib. QuGsrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, She is also a niece of Mr. Dud-

ley Senanayake just as she is a niece
of Mr. R. G. Senanayake.

a& & @B, SwedBRm»
(Gsorrey Cog. oyi. eweur sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
She knows her best.

80007 @d. 8. e Mdsnnpn Se.

(gfm®ec G)

({@@m;@ G il orCour QYT . LI TS
BITLI& B— 9 & 56T &6va )

(Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaike—
Attanagalla)

We know their connections.

Al & @d. £wdDBR»
(Qaerrar Cop. oy spweui sar)
(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene)

What is this interesting biography
of this lady ?

anda 5. 0. cuels,
(s@rflE erar. erih. QuGrmrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I shall tell you if you will please
listen to me.

She in turn sub-let the house to
Mr. Louis Permaillon, enginear in-
charge of Socea, that is, a French con-
tract firm here. The arrangement was
to pay rent in sterling. That is the
important point. The arrangement
was to pay rent in sterling to Mrs.
Ratnagopal’s account in  the
Mercantile Bank in London.

You are permitting the import of
cars by private parlties. How do they
get their private money ? This is how
they get their money. This is how
this money goes out of this country.

This Mrs. Malinee Ratnagopal is
the chairman at the present moment
of a firm which is importing a large
amount of machinery for the Govern-
ment. Do not forget that. I will
give you the facts.
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cuCony Hwl.y S
(B Qagoppar guEaD)
(Mr. Shelton J ayasinghe)
Equipment Construction Company?

wnBe OsY. OO cueds

(srBE erer. GTib. QuGrmm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, Equipment Construction
Company, from which Mr. 5. R. de
Silva, President, was ousted by Mrs.
Ratnagopal.

cuCosy k. .

(B Qapopper gubEan)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

He left because of the bad set-up.

@D 5. 8. cueld
(.&;Gvfrﬁ,@ sroir. orip. QuGrmTm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Ves. But the new set-up is mnot
much better.

This transaction was put through
by Mr. R. J. Ratnagopal, resident in
London, who is now very much about
the place getting contracts from the
Government. He has given Up
Ceylon. Mind you, he is not a Ceylon
citizen ; he is a British citizen.

Mr. and Mrs. Ratnagopal are direc-
tors of London Asian Mercantile Pro-
duce Limited, also called LAMP.

On a letter-head of this company a
certificate was issued to Mr. Ashmore

Ratwatte—

ad & @8, BwedER®
(QzerTa Ceg. . VWG FET )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Who is that?

@5y Swlex .

(B Qaprpper gubran)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

You are making it embarrassing
for all these people.

Bewidm @535 ©e3DC®
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@B O5Y. 9. evedd

(soorplE erer. erd. QuGram)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

—purporting to have been signed by
Mr. J. P. Amiss, at one time director
of London Asian Mercantile Produce
Limited, stating that Mr. Ashmore
Ratwatte was employed by the com-
pany and that he had earned ex-
change to enable him to buy a
Peugeot car. Exchange Control
has since disccvered that the ex-
change permit and the import permit
to bring this car were obtained by
fraudulent methods.

ad & @8, BedER
(Qzorra Cen. %n?'. enuIGUT FaT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

That was the time of the previous
Government.

e O, 98. cweldd
(serflF erer. erib- QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I say, that is not the point I am
urging.

o o8, @d. Ledia®

(Qzorras Cog. oyi. eQwiaur sei)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

He cannot address me as “I say”.

rdn Ouy. OB, cwold
(soorflF erer. ertb. QuUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

.It onl_y shows the extent of the
frlen'dshlp that exists between the
wo !

&, on. 3.30
aé oS, @d. EeDEAD
(Qzerrar Gey. QY. QUG F6T )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We are pursuing this gentleman.
We are pursuing this matter.

Hndw OnY. DO, cuedl
(soorf5 erer. erb. Qulrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have got even the C. I. D. report.
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a& od. @, SwdBRm
(Qsorras Cgg. gy Qe Gar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

There is a commission going into all
this.

2w DnY. OO, emelsb

(s@rpl@ erer. erib. OuGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All that I am saying is that not-

withstanding all these things you are
allowing the free import of cars.

a5 c& @8, $wkdBRn
(Qazorres Cgp. oyi. eguieuii serr)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

No, we are not. I shall explain.

Gde DY, 98, cwels
(sorpls) erar. ertb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is what the papers say.

ad & §8. LD
(Qzorras Ceg. oy QI F6vr )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

No.—[Interruption]. I have been
pulled up for allowing him a—
[Interruption].

Gl DY, 9. cwvels
(sr s erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We also allowed it, but under very
strict conditions.

a& & @B, #wuDBA®
(Gzorrer GCop. opi. spwieui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I shall explain it in my reply.

Hde Y. 8. cvels
(se0r £S5 ereir. erib. QuBrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

In other words, a strict examination
of each individual application was
made by us. But what you are doing
is giving indiscriminate permission
to import cars.
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ad & @B, H$wedBRm
(Qsorres Gey. DY B Fer )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I shall explain it in my reply. I can-
not now exchange words with him.

Hrdc Y. 9. cuecds
(sarplgs erer. erib. @u@ra‘n‘)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am giving all these details in
order to point out to you the kind of
ramifications that exist, and, there-
fore, unless you make it a point to go
into each specific case, you will be
allowing a large amount of mal-
practices to go on. I want in particular
to warn you that you should be
careful about our friend, Ratna-
gopal, who is now the chairman
of Equipment Construction Com-
pany at Canal Row, and who now
imports heavy machinery for the
Government. This is the kind of
person about whom you must be
careful. I am bringing up these facts
because I think the Government
ought to be made aware of what is
actually happening. I do not want to
read this. I have got the C.I. D.
report also on this whole matter and
the statements made by the various
directors concerned.

ad & 8. 5wu2¥Rn
(Qzarrey Cog. gy QLI Fe )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

All these transactions are now
before the Contracts Commission
and they happened before we took
offic. We know this gentleman
and we have a tab on him.

Hnde Y. . el

(T &) erer. orib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But you must see that these things
are not allowed to go on. You are

continuing to employ Mr. Ratnagopal
for various— [Interruption].

a& & @8, “wdBam
(Qsorres Coy. DT EQUIGUIT FGIT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
No.
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@de DY, DO, cuedd
(sr & erar. erth. QuUGTamr)
(Dr. N. M. Perzra)
A large number of contracts are

being awarded, and he is responsible
for a good deal of—[Interruption].

ad & @8, LD
(Qzerra @gxg- %%ri'. eQuLIGIT ST )
(The Hon. J, R. Jayewardene)
Even now ?

@B OxY. DO. eweld

(T fl5 orer. Grib. QuGrmm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes. You inquire and find out
the large quantity of machinery he
is beinging  in—[Inferruption].
While you are having a commission
you are permitting other people to
import cars, and so on. That is
what I am objecting to.

ady . @8, SedIA®
(Qsorres Cgg. gyi- eQwIeul H&r )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Not he.

oD 8w 053, 8, el

(s@rfG erer. erib. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not know whether he is
allowed. He may not be, but other
people are allowed. You must
inquire into each specific case.

aé &, @d. SadTAB
(QsarTar Ceg. YT enILIGIIT ST )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I shall explain it.

gthBes 53, O, euveld
(soor B erer. ertb. QuUGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

On the question of tourism I do
not want to deal at length. The
Minister thinks that he is going to
get a lot of foreign exchange in this
way. There was an advertisement
in the papers a few days back that
in West Germany a party is otfering
a three weeks’ tour of Ceylon, inclu-
sive of air passage, for 1,600 marks.

Bowldm ©5IF DeFVCw
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Only 1,600 marks for a tourist to
come from Germany to Ceylon and
spend three weeks, including air

travel! Can you do tha! with only
1,600 marks ? What is the basis of
this ? It only means that a good

deal of the money 1is on a black
market basis—that you are not get-
ing the money.—[Interruption].
That is what is happening all the
time. So, when you talk in terms
of getting a lot of foreign ex-
change, you must consider all
these facts.

cBC 05T BBy .

(8 Qepavpper gubliian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

That is the most important thing.

&8 53, D8. eueld
(sorfE erer. erb. QUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The hon. Leader of the Opposition
drew attention to the fact that some
of the rest-houses are being taken
over on the condition that there will
be no increase in the fares. At the
same time I see that the Tourist
Board has decided to increase fares
by Rs. 5. The existing rest-houses
taken over by the Tourist Board
have increased their general charge
by Rs. 5, and provide two kinds of
meals, one called the Ceylon meal,
which is cheaper by about a rupee
than the other, which they call the
continental or foreign meal. Any-
how, the increase will preclude a
number of government servants
from patronizing rest-houses.

I think it is a mistake to think
that you can attract tourists merely
because they want to come to Cey-
lon. One of the reasons why people
of West Germany and other parts of
Europe flock to Yugoslavia and the
Adriatic coast is that it is cheaper
for them to go there. If they are to
spend money to come all the way to
Ceylon, at least they must be satis-
fied that they will get a good three
weeks® rest here at a fairly reason-
able cost. That is the basis on
which you can attract tourists here.
If vou'try to make too much money


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

826
Seddm em®usy wmm, 1967-68

all of a sudden, you will find that
the tourists are not coming here.

It is preposterous to ask a person
to pay something like Rs. 80 to
Rs. 100 for a room in the Hikka-
duwa rest-house. In point of fact,
the Hikkaduwa rest-house quite
frankly tells the Ceylonese who go
there, “ We are not catering for
people of your type. We only want
outsiders.” Is that the correct ap-
proach ? Is that the intention of
the Tourist Board ? You are going
to other extreme. You will defeat
your own purpose in the end.

One word before I finish: I want
to say something with regard to the
Government Press. The Hon.
Minister has now fallen back upon
the proposal to hand a section of the
Government Press to a corporation.
I think the workers of the Govern-
ment Press are not at all happy about
it. I would like the Hon. Minister to
have a full discussion with the unions
in the Government Press and get
their views before he embarks on
this scheme of handing a whole
section of the Government Press to
a corporation, particularly the section
dealing with the printing of books.

o od. @8, $edZan
(Qaerrar Csp. gyt QLIS T )
The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The hon. Leader of the Opposition
is leaving. I have to reply to her.

&8s Du3. DB, el
(sr 5 erer. erid. QuBrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

There is another matter and that
is with regard to import policy. Of
course, this is a matter for discussion
under the Votes of the Minister of
Commerce and Trade. However,
when it comes to the question of
direct agreements with the socialist
countries and the whole principle
involved therein, it is rather difficult,
in the present jumble, to know which
Minister is responsible Dforedwhich
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portion of commerce.—[Interrup-
tion]. How can you separate these
things ? Anyhow, I shall take this
matter up when the Votes of the
Minister of Commerce and Trade are
discussed.

QCoaSY % ca.

(8. @eirsrger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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is why you are in politics—the hand
of fate.
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(QzerTau G"gg. %5;%. eQUIGUIT HET )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Firstly, with regard to what the
hon. Member for Kolonnawa
(Mr. Ilangaratne) mentioned,
I should like to state the exact
position.

The permit given to Mr. Upali
Wijayewardena was on the approval
given to him by the Ministry of
Industries in 1962 for the assembly
of radio receiving sets. He was
granted permission to import the
required equipment to set up a radio
assembly unit, and the Ministry of
Industries recommended to the
Department of Import and Export
Control that the necessary foreign
exchange should be released.

g. &%, b

Ppdw 5. DO, ewedd

(asm}n’;g?'@ erer. ortb. QuGTrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Why did he not make use of it ?

o o0& wd. SwuddAm»

(Qazerrey Cwg. oy sgwaui e )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

However, he did not import the
equipment till he was given an
allocation for the import of radio
components as otherwise this
equipment would have to remain idle
till such an allocation was granted.
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Then there was formal approval for
the assembly of transistor radios on
the 27th of December 1961, and when
Mr. Wijayewardena applied to the
present Minister of Industries he was
informed that the assembly of radios
was being handled by the Ministry of
State through the Department of
Import and Export Control, and that
he should make his application to that
Ministry. So he applied to the Minis-
try of State, and since he had the
necessary machinery and the neces-
sary approval, and as the machinery
would otherwise remain idle, he was
given the permit.

@& Y. 8. euedsd
(sorflG erar. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
From 1962 what was he doing ?

oG & @d. e
(Qasorres Cog. .94 epwieui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Then on the 6th of October 1965, he
had been informed by the Ministry
of Industries that his firm had been
authorized to undertake the asembly
and manufacture of radio sets.

Hon. Members raise these questions
and then disappear when the reply
is given. Shall we send for the hon.
Member for Kolonnawa, Sir ? May-
be they get information from people
which is all wrong.

wWeNsH
(9SS rreeri)
(The Chairman)

They can read
HANSARD.

the reply in

o0& & @l Lwddam
(Qzorrey Cop. oy sqwieur ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

They will not read it.

& Y. 98, cuelds
(sar G erar. ern. QuGrom)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am also interested in this, Sir.
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(Qazerrear Gog. i eguieur Ge)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

But you did not make this com-
plaint. It is not fair by either the
Minister or the people concerned. It
is true that Mr. Upali Wijeyawardena
is my cousin, but that is a factor that
will go against him and not work in
his itavour. He had imported the
machinery, and the machinery was
lying idle. That is why he was given
the foreign exchange to get the com-
ponent parts.

The hon. Member also read some
extracts from the “ Ceylon Observer ”
about Mr. Ranjit Wijeyawardena, who
is a cousin of Mr. Upali Wijeyawar-
dena, and also a cousin of mine. I
think the Hon. Minister of Industries
will refer to that. I had nothing to do
with that.

The next question was about politi-
cal rights for C. W. E. employees.
At a meeting of the Cabinet on the
18th of November 1959, on a memo-
randum from the Minister of Nationa-
lized Services, the Cabinet agreed
with the decision of the Ceylon Trans-
port Board that the rules applicable to
public officers with regard to politi-
cal activities and the exercise of
political rights should apply equally
to its own employees. It was agreed
that this decision should apply with
equal force to all the nationalized
services. I think the Ceylon Trans-
port Board employees were depriv-
ed of political rights from that time.

The Board of Directors of the
C. W. E. also took this question up
at this time, and the C. W. E. Board
in 1959 decided that it should follow
the same regulations applicable to
public servants, namely, that C. W. E.
employees should not enjoy any
more political rights than those en-
joyed by public servants. However,
the question was discussed with the
Minister in charge. I do not know who
the Minister was.—[Interruption].
Again, in November 1960 it was de-
cided that there should be no change,
and a decision was taken by the
board to deprive them of political
rights following the Cabinet decision
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of November 1959. The Minister in
charge decided that the present posi-
tion of the C. W. E. employees as far
as participation in politics is con-
cerned should remain the same. As
a consequence of this, salesmen,
store managers, and so on, became
members of village committees and
chairmen of town councils and one
became a member of the Colombo
Municipal Council.

When this Government came into
office in 1965 we appointed a com-
mittee to consider the question of
political rights to all public servants.
This Cabinet sub-committee is still
sitting and has not made a decision
yet.

The Ceylon Transport Board,
following the Cabinet decision of
1959, by administrative order in
November 1959, debarred its em-
ployees from political activity.—
[Interruption]. The C. T. B. em-
ployees are not entitled to political
rights from 1959.

When we assumed office the ques-
tion of political rights to employees
of the C. W. E. came into prominence
because complaints were made that
the C. W. E. was handling very vital
food at key points. TUnlike in
the past, the C. W. E. as a trad-
ing organization is importing
vital food and distributing vital
food, and at some of the impor-
tant points employees, I think, were
using their position to harass and not
treat equally members of wvarious
political arties. When we
took that matter up  with
the Chairman of the C. W. E. he said,
“I cannot help it because these
employees are entitled to political
rights ; they go for political meetings:
they take part in election campaigns ;
they get on to platforms and criticize
the Government; and it is very
difficult for me to maintain discipline
and order as long as they are
entitled to political rights.” It was
at that time that the chairman looked
up the previous records and showed
us that there was a decision of the
board in 1959 that the C. W. E.
employees should not enjoy political
rights, or should enjoy the same

Bewidm ®5IL5 @eHdDSw
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political rights as public servants.
This was based on a Cabinet decision
of 1959. We asked him to reconsider
this question and asked the board
what they would recommend with
regard to more impartial adminis-
tration in the C. W. E. The Board
then passed a resolution to
the effect that employees of the
C. W. E. should enjoy the same
rights as public servants. That
decision was sent to the Cabinet, and
the Cabinet confirmed it, follow-
ing the good practice of the
previous Government. So from that
day we have circularized the mem-
bers of the C. W. E. Board that they
should act on that decision.

This is nothing unusual. I remem-
ber that when the previous Gov-
ernment took over the assisted
schools there were people enjoying
political rights who were members of
village committees. The hon. Member
for Kegalle (Mr. Kalugalla) was the
Minister in charge. They were
summarily asked to leave all the local
bodies. The teachers and the assisted
schools were taken over

ad ¢k . ¢d. &. S8wemE ¢
(GRmBZ an 0td B DO S8EAe
GOB)

(Oserra 3. erib. i ar- FWCSTE—

HVGH), SOTEFTT HUSTT IHLOFFI )

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—
Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)

Quite rightly.

a& 8. §d. SwdiAm
(Qaorres Geg. gy eguwicui G
(Tme Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

“ Quite rightly ”, says the Minister °
of Education. I also agree with him.—
[Interruption]. The C. W. E. today 1s
a State concern. It is not a co-op-
erative movement. It is your Govern-
ment which took away all ifs
co-operative colour. The idea was that
the C. W. E. should import goods for
co-operative societies, not that 1t
should take over the dried fish trade,
or the textile trade. You can have
another form of organization for that.
The C. W. E. has now become a state
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trading corporation and we must
deal with it accordingly. Our
idea was—I was a member of the
Cabinet—that it should be the apex
of the co-operative movement ; that it
should import only such goods as the
co-operative societies wanted. If you
wanted a state trading organization
ylou should have set up something
else.

But the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilangaratne) in the
Government thought,
rightly or wrongly, that the C. W. E.
should, step by step, take over the
import of certain goods, and they took
over the import of dried fish. We said,
“You take over the import of tex-
tiles.” This was not the function of
the C. W. E., but you used, and now
we are using, the C. W. E. for the pur-
pose of importing certain essential
goods, and it has now become a state
trading organization. Your Govern-
ment opened retail stores. How can a
wholesale organization open retail
stores ?—[Interruption]. The C. W. E.,

moreover, became a nationalized
venture.
The co-operative movement,

especially the consumers’ movement,
and the Co-operative Federation, led
by the hon. Member for Ratgama
(Mr. D. E. Tillekeratne), are pressing
me to hand over to the consumers’
movement or to the Co-operative
Federation the entire import of
goods. I said that was not
possible, because today the whole
concept of imports has changed, and
the Government is responsible, in this
time of scarcity of important and
essential goods, for seeing that they

" are properly distributed, and we are

using the C.W.E. as an instrument for
that purpose.

Therefore, having regard to the im-
portance of the C. W. E. as a state
trading organization ; having regard
to the fact that government servants

are still not enjoying political rights

—that is a matter under considera-
tion ; having regard to the decision
of the C. W. E. Board dating back to
1959 ; having regard to the Cabinet
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decisions of 1959 and 1960 that em-
ployees of nationalized services
should not enjoy any more rights
than those enjoyed by public ser-
vants ; having regard to the com-
plaints of members of the public,
members of co-operative unions and
Members of Parliament, that when
they go to the Welisara stores or to
the McCallum stores, inquiries are
made as to what party they belong to,
and that there is discrimination in the
distribution of goods ; and having re-
gard to the fact that employees of the
C. W. E. are holding key positions in
municipal councils and village com-
mittees, and that they appear on
political platforms and go about cam-
paigning at Agalawatta and at Dodan-
gaslanda—having regard to all these
matters we thought these employees
should not have political rights.

The Government has not come to a
decision yet in regard to the grant-
ing of political rights to government
servants, and till then let us have an
equitable method of treating em-
ployees of the Public Service and of
the C. W. E.

AS. @d. Vwed DTN O
(.,%)@ 6TL1- bilbn". L_UIGN LIGNTL_TT BTUI&S)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

What about the directors ?

ad & @l SwddR»

(Qaeorrar Ceg. yi. sgwieud Her)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

They are entitled to political rights.

So, Sir, that was why that decision
was taken. It was not a new decision
but harked back to the earlier deci-
sion of 1959.

The hon. Member for Kolonnawa
was not here when I pointed out that
in regard to Upali Wijeyawardena the
decision was taken so far back as
1961. He was given permission to im-
port the required equipment for as-
sembling radio receiving sets in 1962
in the form of a recommendation for
the release of the necessary exchange
by the Ministry of Industries and the
Department of Import and Export
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Control. Then since he could not get
the component parts he was not able
to function. Then he applied to the
present Ministry of Industries and
Fisheries. He was asked to contact
the Ministry of State as the Depart-
ment of Import and Export Control
is under the Ministry of State, and
based on the recommendation of 1962
he applied to the Ministry of State.
And it is, I think, just and fair that
the man who had imported all this
machinery to set up a radio assembly
unit, capable of assembling a thou-
sand radio sets per month, should get
the necessary exchange to import the
material necessary to get that organi-
zation going. I think you will
agree that because he is my cousin I
should not discriminate against him.
Therefore we gave him the necessary
permission, and the Department of
Broadcasting by letter dated 6th
October 1965 says that they have been
informed by the Ministry of Indus-
tries that this firm has been autho-
rized to undertake the assembly and
manufacture of radio sets. Is that all
right, hon. Member for Kolonnawa ?

OCHEBY 5y Desn.
(B @)omssger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

My case was that no approval was
given by the Minister of Industries.

o 8. 8. 8. 9H2ER% (D853
M B8 @0B)

(Cserres w. (F. opi. @eawrar sor—aass
Q&rifer, s pQupifler oyeivdeir)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries)

It was approved in 1962.

g. ex. 515
QGO 5 e,

(B Qovmsr ger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

But the present Minister was not
consulted finally. Although it was
approved by the previous Govern-
ment I thought it was being approved
by him or that he would be consulted.

Bewldm 5IF VeHDC®

—ndm end

ad o, @8, Sl
(Qzarres Coy. Qi spweur gar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

How can we consult ? He was in
the Opposition.

QGO 5y .

(B @uissrser)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Was he consulted ? That is all.

BensS
(y&SrrFari)
(The Chairman)

What is the letter of 1965 ?

@& & @d. LedBA®
(Qazerray Ceog. 2y gouiaui 6 )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The letter dated 6th October 1965
was the letter by the Broadcasting
Department saying that they are in-
formed by the Ministry of Industries
that this firm has been authorized to
undertake the assembly and manu-
facture of radio sets.

Then there is another letter of
December 1961. May I read that
letter also ? It is dated 27th Decem-
ber 1961 and addressed to Mr. P. U.
Wijeyawardena.

“Reference your application for the
assembly/manufacture of Radios (Trans-
sistors), I am prepared for the present to
recommend exchange for the import of
machinery at concessionary rates of duty
and for the import of component parts
without any concessionary rates of duty.
Your industry will not be treated as an
approved industry until I am assured of
satisfactory progress in the manu-
facture or use of locally manufactured
components. '

The import of component parts on the
present basis is subject to the final deci-
sion of the Controller of Imports and
Exports.

Director of Development.”

ehde 253, D8, cseld
(sarflG erer. erib. QuUGrTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What the devil was he doing all
these years ?
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oG 8. Pl SwdBRm
{Qserroy Cag. QYT QuIeuT Gar )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
You must ask him.

Pde Y. 9. exeds
(serflg orer. eri. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

For six years he slept and then he
suddenly woke up !

oG od. ®8. SwkdBAm

(Qaerras Gag. QYT QU Fer )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I could not quite understand the
reference to Mr. Ranjit Wijeya-
wardena. I think the Minister of
Industries will deal with that when
his Votes come up. I cannot under-

stand what you meant by that refe-
rence.

BCoNSH 5 Des.

(8@ @omssger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

B0 &8 Bed® Ggbodewd wSesd
SodrY 8eZDBm Pomes Oy 8
BE8dE—letter headings—eseen s’
6 ReHDh.

oG ed. Ml Swddm

(Qaorrey Gog. i sgwieui e )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Je db¢wwy smem. They may
be directors of the same firm.

@pde 957, 29, cueddh
(sorflG) orer. erib. QUGTrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Must be directors.

oG & @md. Swdanr

(Qserrer Cop. oyi. epwieui geor )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Then the hon. Member for
Colombo South (Mr. Bernard Soysa)
stated that there is an agreement in
the C.W.E. to share profits with the
trade unions. I am not aware of
that.
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Gl Y. 99, ewedd
(srflG erar. ero. QuGrmrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Earlier decision.

oG e, qéa'& SwDER%
(Qsorrer Geg. gy eguicui wer)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The only practice was this. There
has been no profit-sharing in the
C.W.E. and therefore the question of
dropping any profit-sharing scheme
in the C.W.E. does not arise. The
allegation was made that we had
done away with profit-sharing in the
CW.E. There was a bonus paid of
20 per cent of the profits or one
month’s salary bill, whichever was
less, on a ministerial directive of 1960.
That has not been dropped. That
practice is continuing. Every year
the Cabinet decides with regard to all
these corporations what bonus should
be paid but there is no decision that
all profits should be shared by the
employees. As a matter of fact, the
CW.E. is showing considerable
profits. I do not think that is a thing
to be very proud of. We are not
working for a profit, but I
think the hon. Member for Colombo
South, who is on the Public Accounts
Committee, had paid g compliment to
the present chairman of the board

for the way the accounts are
kept. The balance sheet up to
30th  June 1967 is available.

It shows considerable profit. The
profit before tax was Rs. 29.2 millinn.
Rs. 16 million in tax goes to revenue,
I think we must compliment the

chairman and the members of the
board.

It was stated that the chairman
has private work. He is 1 member
of an accountancy firm. I do not see
any objection to that, because under
the regulations we cannot pay the
chairman more than a certain amount
as salary. I think it is Rs, 1,500 or
Rs. 2,000. So, they must find their
living in some other way.

The next point is about the textile
department. It is true that the whole
textile department is to come under
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the new organization called Lanka
Salu Sala. We have requested all the
employees to become employees of
the Lanka Salu Sala purely volun-
tarily. Two months’ notice has been
given, and their employment in the
Lanka Salu Sala will be on the same
terms and conditions which they now
enjoy in the C. W. E. Their salary
scales, the point at which they draw
their present salaries, their incre-

mental dates, the quantum of
increment, all that will not be
changed.

The C. W. E. has also under con-
sideration a scheme for the payment
of a gratuity to employees to com-
pensate them for the lower rates of
contribution to the provident fund
prior to 1.1.67. These rates have been
increased from 4 per cent paid by the
employee and 6 per cent paid by the
management, to 10 per cent and 15
per cent respectively with effect from
1.1.67. Any gratuity paid under this
proposal to the employees will also
be paid to those employees of the
C. W. E. who are transferred to the
Lanka Salu Sala.

Under those circumstances, the
question of compelling C. W. E.
employees to join the Lanka Salu
Sala does not arise. I do not think
hon. Members who are interested in
the employees need have any fear
that any one of those employees will
be not treated fairly or will have any
reason to grouse.

Of 3. 8. Rewed AT NSENGE Do

(B 6Tl Sy LGy LIGHTL T FTI&S)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Hon. Minister said that he
would include in the Iletters of
appointment of those who are going

over to the Lanka Salu Sala, their
past services under the C. W. E.

o o8, . BwdEAD
(Qzorrer Geg. Qi eguieur ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I shall go into that. I shall not go
into the ideological question whether
we should form these new joint stock

BDewldm 5I5) DeHACH
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companies with the C. W. E. having
a controlling interest, because we
debated that matter in the House, it
is now law, and if I am to go into that
now it will take some time. I am
going on the basis that the law
permits us to form joint stock com-
panies with 51 per cent C. W. E.
participation. We have formed one,
dealing with the import of textiles ;
we are forming another one to deal
with the export of Ceylon commo-
dities especially tea, coconut and
rubber. I think some Members men-
tioned that they welcome it.

The C. W. E. has a small export
department. As you know, the
question of export of tea and the
markets for our tea is a very import-
ant consideration. We want the
C. W. E., which is now State-
sponsored, to join up with private
enterprise and see whether we cannot
enter the export trade, so that we can-
export tea to places like America,
Germany and Australia—not neces-
sarily to England and through Eng-
land to other countries to which the
big interests export tea today. The
hon. Member for Kandy (Mr. E. L.
Senanayake) one day produced
a tin of tea and said: “This
tin is sold in America for a fabulous
amount—>5 dollars and 25 cents, that
is about Rs. 30 a pound. And Ceylon
gets hardly Rs. 2 on a pound.” We are
hoping that this new organization
will be able to step into that market
and export State tea. Instead of
making it purely State—again I say
I do not want to enter into that
ideological dispute—we want the
private sector—tea is primarily a
private sector product ; it is primarily
a private export trade—to enter into
that and compete with the big
interests which operate in Ceylon
and abroad. I am sure you will
welcome it and wish that organization
all success, whatever differences you
may have with regard to the com-
position of its shareholdings.

a& O3 RDSew

(Qsorrey omis 5 &oui @@swi)
(An hon. Member)

All the best.
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o o8, @l SweDdm
(Qserrer Cgy, YT RUUT ST )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Thank you.

Then we also intend to form
another company dealing with the
mmport of fish products. My sugges-
tion to the Cabinet is that we should
concentrate on the monopoly imports
of the C. W. E. which we have taken
over from the private trade. The tex-
tile trade is one, the dried fish and
tinned fish trade is another for the
present. We can join with the private
sector, float these companies, and run
them to the best of our ability. This
does not mean that we hand the
trade back to the big importers. That
is the wrong concept altogether.

GDda 353, 39, cuelsh
(soorflG erer. erid. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That will happen.

A& o8, 8. SwdBAm

(Qserres Cgp. . spueurger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The hon. Member says that that
will happen. Why should it happen ?
Take, textiles, for instance. Look
at the list of quota-holders for tex-
tiles. 98 per cent were people largely
from India, with Indian names.
Their quotas were given not by us
but by the previous Government. I
suppose you could not help it and
you went on the principle that those
who enjoyed certain import rights
in 1959-60 should continue to have
quotas based on those imports. Now,
that has been taken into the hands
of the C. W. E., which has a con-
trolling interest in the joint stock
company. We are advertising shares,
and during the next few weeks the
public will be asked to buy shares
in the Lanka Salu Sala. “Salu”
means cloth and “Sala” means
salawa or hall—“ The Lanka Cloth
Hall.”

Anybody can subscribe, and we
shall see as far as possible that the
people of Ceylon become the share-
holders. The present directors have

1967 geededzp 23

866

—d Bend

been appointed pro tem. It is today a
private company. It has been formed
under the Companies Ordinance. It
is a private company today with four
directors on behalf of the C. W. E.
and three on behalf of the private
shareholders. When the first meeting
is held the private shareholders can
appoint three directors, whoever they
wish.

At present the allocation of shares
is in the hands of the Minister.
Surely you credit me with even an
atom of patriotism ? I am not going
to give shares to those who do not
belong to this country. We will ses
that the shareholders are people of
Ceylon. As far as possible we will
see that allotments are given not to
monopolists or big capitalists but to
the small men.

What happened in the case of the
Hotels Corporation? There are
8,000 shareholders. That is a record
in the world. The next meeting of
the shareholders will have to be held
on Galle Face Green. We had shares
propagandized through radio broad-
casts. Shares were sold through the
kachcheries throughout the Island.

I understand that the majority of
the shareholders are small share-
holders with shares to the value of
Rs. 100 or Rs. 50. The hon. Member
for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilangaratne)
has asked me to give him a list of
the shareholders. I am wondering
how I can give him such a list. I shall
have to bring it in a bullock-cart.
There are 8,000 names and it will fill
up a whole volume of HANSARD.

Some of these shareholders are
cultivators. Surely that is good ? If
the Lanka Salu Sala also belongs
to 8,000 Ceylonese, is that not
good ? Why must we keep every-
thing in the hands of a Minister,
whether he be an S. L. F. P.
Minister or a U. N. P. Minister ?
Keeping it in the hands of the
State is keeping it in the hands
of a Minister. Why not spread it out
and give it to the people who vote
for you also ? Must we grab every-
thing just because we are the govern-
ment ? I do not think so. There is
a concept that you should, as happen-
ed,in.the Socialist countries; but I
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think hon. Members will agree that
as the world changes ideas also must
change.

See what has happened in China. If
you read the latest issue of the
“London Times”, which is a highly
respected and fairly accurate news-
paper, you will find a report by their
correspondent, who has come back
from Peking after having been
several years there, in which he says
that China is on the verge of disinte-
gration, on the verge of anarchy, that
Peking has lost control of a half of
China. He gives a full account of
what he saw and what he heard. We
are all hoping that it is not so. But
that is what happens when you have
a totalitarian regime, unless you
follow the example of Marshal
Stalin. If I may pay him a compli-
ment—if not for the way he be-
haved and if not for the little bit of
totalitarianism—he made Russia what
it is. If, however, we do not want
that, if it is a democratic system that
we want, let us spread the control
as far wide as possible. When you get
the list of the 8,000 shareholders of
the Ceylon Hotels Corporation, I
hope you will agree with us and
accept our political views.

&. on. 530
ofed. d. Dwed DHNWIENGD .

(B eris i Lwow LIGRTL_T T BTUI& % )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

You must do the same thing to
Lake House.

oé 08, 8. B

(Qzorrar Ceg. ayi. sguicui Ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

There is one other question. A
charse was made during the
Second Reading Debate that in
the C. W. E. two people were
employed without consulting the
board. I have got the details here
with me. One of the persons appoin-
ted is Miss R. S. Thomas. She was
apnninted market survev officer on
1st Julv 1965 before I took over. Her
appointment was approved by the
board of directors on 25.6.65. Prior
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to her appointment she had been a
statistician in the Department of In-
dustries and had retired from govern-
ment service in 1963. She possesses
a Master’s Degree in Economies.
salary scale of Rs. 1,000—50—1,250
per mensem, all inclusive, was
approved by the Treasury. She is a
government pensioner re-employed,
and the Treasury stipulated what
salary should be paid to her. She was
appointed on probation, and has now
passed Grade III (J. S. C. standard)
of the Sinhala Proficiency Examina-
tion.—[Interruption]. I do not know
where she passed her degree exami-
nation ; but, for a woman, it is not
bad, wherever she got if.

The next question raised was with
regard to Miss N. B. Selvaratnam.
She was appointed personal assistant
to the deputy chairman after I took
over. She was taken in in accordance
with the qualifications stipulated in
the advertisement. The post was
advertised in all the newspapers. Her
appointment received the approval of
the board of directors. She is a
graduate of the University of Ceylon
and has passed in Sinhala at the
Senior School Certificate Examina-
tion. This qualification is very credi-
table for a Tamil girl. She is also com-
petent in shorthand and typewriting.
The reason why she was taken is that
she is competent in Sinhalese, short-
hand and typewriting.

The statement that she had been
private secretary to Major T. F. Jaya-
wardene prior to her appointment to
this establishment is incorrect. These
are vile allegations that are made
in this House. It is regrettable that
this House has descended to such
levels. Hon. Members get informa-
tion from various sources. We also
used to get information when we
were in the Opposition, but we veri-
fied it before we went further. The
charge was made that this girl was
private secretary to Major Jayawar-
dene, who is now the vice-chairman,
and that was why she was appointed.
Major Jayewardene has never known
her, nor have I known her or seen
her. She was appointed in accordance
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with the conditions in the advertise-
ment. We selected her particularly
because she had passed her Sinhalese
test and was competent in shorthand
and typewriting. Her appointment
was approved by the board of
directors.

But Miss R. S. Thomas was appoin-
ted before I took over. I have already
given the particulars with regard to
her appointment.

I have now given special directions
that every post must be advertised.
After I took over we have not made
more than two appointments. I can-
not get even a peon or a labourer
appointed.—[Interruption]. Accord-
ing to the report of the C. W. E. Com-
mission thousands of persons have
been irregularly appointed.

Then, a charge was made about the
tea blending business in which Mr. R.
T. de Silva is supposed to be
interested. I am totally unaware of
it. All that I know is that the tender
has been awarded to Sri Lanka Tea
Blenders. It is true that their tender
was not the lowest nor did it com-
pare favourably with some of the
other tenders. My principle has been
not to interfere with the board in
these matters. Trust the men on the
spot, and that was how the British
Empire lasted for 150 years! We
have appointed a board—the board
was appointed on my instructions,
and I must trust them. These
matters do not come to the Minister.
Now that it has been brought to my
notice I will investigate it. If we
interfere with regard to these
tenders then the blame will fall
on the Minister also. I did not
know what they asked or who the
tenderers were or to whom they
awarded it until this petition came
into my hands. It is a petition signed
by the unsuccessful tenderers. They
do it always; in your time also it
was done. When you call for tenders
and award a tender all the unsuccess-
ful tenderers say that there was
something wrong with the award.
They come to the Minister’s house,
the officials’ houses, and they also
go to the houses of Opposition
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Members and give them documents
which they read out here without
any verification.

The firm you say Mr. R. T. de
Silva was interested in—I do not
know whether it is correct—is Vaux-
hall Mills. Their contract was
cancelled as they were defaulters
earlier. Whether he has any interest
in the Sri Lanka Tea Blenders I do
not know. If an inquiry must be
held to find out why the board
awarded the tender to them, it can
be done. I understand that the whole
board went into the tenders and
that the tender was awarded to the
Sri Lanka Tea Blenders though their
tender was not the lowest. They
may have had very good reasons for
doing so.

The procedure they have adopted
is this. I do not need to read out
all the details of the tender board
procedure, but a detailed procedure
is followed at certain levels. They
have a committee consisting of the
Chairman or the Deputy Chairman
and the General Manager, the Chief
Purchasing Officer and the Chief
Accountant. At a further level it
goes before the whole board and all
purchases made by it are ratified
monthly by the board. Tenders are

deposited in the tender box un-
opened and are opened at the
appointed date and time in the

presence of the tenderers or their
representatives by the  Chief
Purchasing Officer or an officer
nominated by him. The decision on
tenders is promptly posted on the
notice board. Then, black-listing of
any supplier for unsatisfactory
performance should have the
approval of the General Manager or
the Chief Purchasing Officer as soon
as practicable. That is the proce-
dure that had been laid down even
before my time. That procedure had
been laid down when you were in
charge of the C.W.E. which had to
deal with a large number of tenders.
and I mean to carry it out.

I want to know what these various
tricks are that the tenderers are
up to. They are up to all sorts of
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tricks. You cannot blame the board
if they are up to some tricks, but
once they are found out they are
black-listed. If you say that there
has been something wrong in award-
ing the tender I will certainly look
into it. As far as my information
goes, it was a tender that had gone
before the board and it has had the
approval of the whole board.

I do not think there is any other
question that was raised pertaining
to the C.W.E. except that some
reference was made to Mr. Ratnago-
pal. The Prime Minister at Ad-
journment time pointed out that
he was one of the staunch supporters
of Mrs. Bandaranaike’s Government,
and earlier of the U.N.P. Govern-
ment.

a8 953, D8, euselb
(sarf@ erar. erb. QuUGrrrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Now the U. N. P. Government
again !

o o8, @l L8 m

(Ozorres Gey. gyi. @uwiarser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
He has now been black-listed.

He worked against the Prime
Minister at Dedigama.—[Interrup-
tion]. Really, you made no charge
as far as the C.W.E. is concerned, but
I do not think we have much to do
with him because his affairs may
come up before the Contracts Com-
mission.

Again, the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota (Dr. N. M. Perera), with all
his experience, read out some docu-
ments without knowing that Ratwatte
is a relation of Mrs. Bandaranaike.—
{Interruption]. But you are charging
us with regard to all the dealings
they had.

mDBw D53, OO, cwedd
(sorfl & erer ortb. QuGTTm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am not charging anybody. All I
am saying is that when you are
giving permits for cars you must
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have safeguards against this sort of
thing. That is why I brought that
matter up.

aé o8, 8. £wddAM
(Qaarmay Ceg. DY QUG SeT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I am very glad. We gave no car
to him. Those were cars which were
given to him under the previous
regime—I am aware of the Peugeot
car because it is coming up before
the  Contracts Commission—for
some firm he floated. It is Mr. Reggie
de Silva. I got Mr. Reggie de Silva
out. It was that firm that got this
contract for the water supply
schemes for Kandy and Nuwara
Eliya. I think the matter is before
the Contracts Commission. Those
cars were imported by that firm
when we were in the Opposition.

The present position about cars is
this. The Cabinet has decided that
no gifts above the value of Rs. 250
should be permitted unless on
humanitarian grounds or to societies
which are doing humanitarian work.

But a large number of cars, com-
paratively speaking, have been
brought into this country by people
who have earned money outside
Ceylon. That subject does not
go through the Ministry to the
Controller of Imports and Exports.
That is done by the Controller of
Exchange. People who have been
abroad, people like ambassadors and
those who have done business abroad,
must prove that the cars they bring
were brought with money they
earned there.

cu@ony Swiion Sw.

(B Qapdppsir ubima)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Is that true of presses also ?

o o, @l LudBA®
(Qaerrer Gag. oy QUG HET )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

That is the only way in which cars
have been imported. But two or
three exceptions have been made.
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do not know how the hon. Member
for Akuressa (Dr. S. A. Wickrema-
singhe) got a car, but I allowed two
cars, one for Mr. Fernando whose son
is living in Australia—he sent a car
to his tather here—and the other for
the hon. Member for Tissamaharama
whose daughter is in Singapore. She
had heard that her father, beir.g now
aged, had to come a long way to
attend Parliament and she wanted to
gift a car. So, on humanitarian
grounds, I thought that if she were
sending a car I should allow it.

8. ofd. A9ES. 888w  @wn.
(Bed 3@ @cs)

(8@ &. o ey o Giflgflu—
Blawamw)

(Mr. C. F. W. Edirisuriya—Tissamaha-
rama)

I am an old man.

o o&, @l Swddm
(Ozorras Ggg. 2y eguieuir ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

He will be allowed the gift of a car
if no exchange is involved.

After I allow these two cars,
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) saw me one
day and said—he calls me Dick—
that he is getting a gift of a
press—now, this is above Rs. 250—
from some trade union federation
in England and wanted to know
whether I would allow it. I said,
“Well, I have allowed these two
cars and I do not see why your press
should not be allowed if there is no
exchange involved. ” So, it was passed
by the Controller of Exchange and
that press arrived here.

Now, I do not think those three
gifts which I allowed were strictly
within the Cabinet Conclusion. The
Cabinet has decided that the whole
question should be reviewed and the
matter is now before the Cabinet.

ce8C 05T Hwioy .
(s Cepevpper equibman )
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Then they have got an unfair
advantage.
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@& 3. ¢d. LwdBRH

(Qaerres Geg. oyi- eweui geor)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I do not know what decision the
Cabinet will take or what view the
House will take. I personally think
that if no foreign exchange is
involved one should permit gifts,
certainly cars, to come in. But' this
whole question of gifts is now a
matter before the Cabinet.

That is how these two cars and the
printing press for the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota were permitted to
come into this country.

But, I saw from the list that a
large number of cars have come in.
During the last seven years about 600
cars have come in. This is compara-
tively very little. Earlier, about 600
cars a month were imported, but they
had come in through the earnings of
people who brought them from
abroad.

There is another category. They
are the sterling firms in Ceylon who
have foreign participants. Very often,
they 'say, their principals come to
Ceylon, and ask why they ecannot
send a car for the use of their princi-
pals when they come to Ceylon. That
question is also held up now. The
Cabinet is going into the whole
question.

As far as this Ministry is concerned,
except in these three cases—the car
for Mr. Fernando, the car for the hon.
Member for Tissamaharama, and the
press for the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota—there has been no deviation
from the Cabinet decision that no
gift above the value of Rs. 250 should
be permitted except to certain charit-
able organizations. So, we have dealt
fairly with the Government and the
Oppcsition.

&. . H.4D

There was the question about
spare parts and aid. The hon.
Member for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilanga-
ratne) said that we have a prefer-
ence to import goods from certain
countries, and that these imports are:
tied up with the question of aid. The
aid-giving countries say that we must
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import from a particular country. So
we have to import from that country.
Sometimes it is difficult ; sometimes
it is a little expensive; sometimes the
procedure is involved. In the case of
the United States of America very
often we have to call for tenders. In
the case of France there are various
matters on which there have to be
discussions with the Central Bank.
Sometimes, as the hon. Member for
Dompe pointed out, commodes of a
particular type not used in Ceylon
are imported. Those difficulties arise
when you have to deal with aid.

Apart from that, we have no pre-
ference for any particular country,
and instructions have gone out to the
Ministry of Commerce that wherever
possible we would like imports to
come from countries which buy our
export products.

The hon. Member for Dompe spoke
about the c.i.f. ceiling. As far as milk
foods are concerned, the decision you
arrived at has been carried out with
Nestles.

The position is this in regard to
tyres. Under U. S. aid, the c.i.f. price
of a tyre, size 520 X 14, is Rs. 48.62.
The wholesale cost, c.i.f. price plus
landing charges, customs duty, ete., is
Rs. 92.15.—[Interruption]. The whole-
sale price is 10 per cent added to the
wholesale cost, in this case Rs. 102.
The retail price is 10 per cent added
to the wholesale price, in this case
Rs. 112. Therefore, while the
difference between the c.i.f. price and
the ceiling price is wide, the cif.
price is not the only ingredient that
enters into the determination of the
selling price.

The hon. Member for Dompe has
promised to give us his full co-
operation and advice in regard to this
matter. That cannot be done on the
Floor of this House. We should sit
round a table and talk things over.

2fS. 8. Dwd D MdInwD O
(D erLl. OYfFs LG LIGRTL_IT T 5T U555 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Certainly.
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ad o8, &8, Swddm
(Qserros Cog. 2y eguieui )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

That concludes the C. W. E.
matters.

of S, @, Dwed D MIBNGD S,
(B eris. Qi Lwow LIGHTL_TT BTI&S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Building materials ?

ad e&. @8, Lwuadam
(Qasorres Cgg. gyi. sueui se)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

That is a question that is causing
me great anxiety, but the problem is
that we gave no exchange and for the
first half of 1966-67 there have been
practically no imports. Naturally this
has become a paradise for those who
want to hoard and blackmarket. It
is a real problem.

Very often we try to distribute
through the co-operative unions and
so on, but some of the co-operative
unions instead of taking the goods to
the village are depositing them in the
Pettah. That is why the Minister of
Agriculture and Food, who is in
charge of co-operatives, has had to
cancel the registration of a large
number of co-operatives. The charge
was made at the Government Parlia-
mentary Group that a co-operative
union in the south was caught de-
positing goods in the Pettah instead
of taking it down South. It is not
only the private trader who is doing
this.

&fed. 8. Rl DL NN Do
(Blam- erii. yi. L wew LTI FTLES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

May I ask the Hon. Minister one
question ? Is it his intention to re-
activate or amend the Licensing of
Traders Act so as to make it an effec-
tive instrument for dealing with
errant traders ?


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

877
dwldm ewdusy wmm, 1967-68

oG od. 8. $wuddam
(Qaerres Cop. oy spweui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We can take up that matter also
when we discuss the other matters
with you.

ofd. @d. awed ATTMSNwD .
(B erls. i Lwew ueNLTTETUSS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Will the Hon. Minister giye his
mind to the question of establishing
some effective machinery to deal with
traders who break the rules ?

o0& o&. &8, EwkedAm
(Qaenrear Ggg. oyr. sgueui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We are thinking of enlarging the
number of quota-holders because
there is a big clamour. We are stuck
at a certain year—1959-60. There
are so many young people who want
to enter the trade—the import trade,
the distributive trade. It has become
a monopoly of certain people.

oS, @b, e dTNdNwH D
(r@@ GTLI. QY. L_UIGW LIGRTL TTBTUI&GE)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

They sell their quotas.

ad 8. @d. LwudBR%

(Oserrer Cog. opi. equioui e )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Yes, that is why I have been re-
luctant to give it. Wherever there
are new-comers, that happens. Any-
way we are considering that.

Then we are going to create an in-
dent board ; they will follow up ex-
ports as well as imports as far as
possible to check up prices at which
goods are bought, whether there is
over-invoicing and under-invoicing,
and also the c.i.f. price. The indent
board will handle much of that work.

With regard to milk foods as well
as hardware, the problem has been
that we have had to cut down the
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quotas given even in the previous
year 1965-66. Instead of increasing
quotas with the increasing population
we have been compelled to cut down
quotas. When there is a scarcity
there is corruption. I cannot see
how the State taking over the entire
imports and the State taking over the
entire retail trade and distribution is
going to help. I do not know whether
it is possible, unless you do that and
at the same time change the whole
democratic structure and impose
heavy penalties, as in some of these
countries, on government servants
and others who break the law—shoot
them, jail them, hang them. How can
we do that? It is not possible.

oS, @d. Bwe dHMIne O,
(&m- erii. QYT UGN LIS TTBTUSES)
(mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Why not jail them ?

a& e @d. LwuddRn
(Qserrey Cop. ayi- spuweui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Even they did not do it.

So we have to go on with the orga-
nization that we have today, the
private distributive trade, wholesale
and retail. In regard to the sillara
kadakaraya, we cannot destroy him
altogether. He lives in the wvillage.
The family is dependent upon him ;
the children depend upon him ; and
he is an important factor in our social
and democratic structure. We do not
want to destroy him. We want to use
him. We want to harness him to the
State, together with the co-operative
movement.

There are four types of organiza-
tions we visualize—the State, the new
State plus private enterprise—the
joint stock company—the co-operative
movement, the private citizen. We
want to use all four as far as possible
in order to bring into Ceylon the
scarce goods that we can afford and
to see that they are properly distri-
buted, and all we ask is the fullest
co-operation, free from corruption,
from all these sections.
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Then with regard to tourism, I have
dealt very fully with the plans of the
Government and of the Tourist Board
for the future. The hon. Leader of the
Opposition wanted to know what our
plans were. Of course, she would not
know. She was not here when I spoke
in the Debate on the Second Read-
ing. If she read Hansarp she would
know what our plans were.

L. @8. Vwed AT NENGD S,
(B eris. Qi L wew LIGHTLTTBIILIGE)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Not plans ; hopes.

b & &d. LD
(Qgzerrau Ggg. oy gQuaui &)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

A feasibility survey is being
made by an experienced inter-
national team and we are hoping to
obtain its report by September. It is
a public document and on it would
be based largely the plans we hope to
implement during the next ten years.
But till then we are following the
Kovac report on tourism, which
was a document prepared for the
previous Government and given to
them in 1959. I have seen their re-
commendations. There are 42 recom-
mendations. We have already imple-
mented about 15 to 20 of them. About
10 of them are under consideration
and we hope to implement practi-
cally the entirety of their recommen-
dations. One of their recommend-
ations was that rest-houses be
brought up to international stand-
ards and that the rest-houses be
taken over by the private sector, the
Government to gradually retire from
rest-house management by leasing
rest-houses to private industry—
Recommendation 21—and so on, but
we do not intend to do that. We
have given only four rest-houses
to the private sector. All this
fuss is about those four: Hikka-
duwa, Bentara—Bentara was hardly a
rest-house ; it was about to be des-
troyed—Horton Plains and two rest-
houses in Anuradhapura. It is true
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that the charges have gone up. As a
matter of fact, it is causing concern
to the Opposition as well as to the
Government. But we have no right
yet to control the rates. A Bill is
before the Cabinet now ; it will deal
with the entire development of the
tourist trade in Ceylon and, as visua-
lized by the Tourist Board law, they
will have the right to control the hotel
as well as the rest-house rates. They
will have the right to control travel
agencies, which the hon. Member for
Colombo South (Mr. Bernard Soysa)
spoke of, and all the ancillaries
pertaining to the tourist industry
in Ceylon. That Bill will be before
the House soon, but till that comes
our hands are tied with regard to
tourist agencies, hotels, rest-houses,
and so on.

Therefore, even in the case of the
four rest-houses we have given over
we have no right to say that they
must charge so rauch. But when the
new law becomes effective we will
have the right. So, apart from the
four—Hikkaduwa, Bentara, Horton
Plains and the two at Anuradhapura
—13 other rest-houses were run by
the Tourist Bureau of old. These 13
are being handed to the Hotels Cor-
poration which is a State-sponsored
corporation. The State has money in
it, and the private sector also has
money in it ; and it has been passed
by legislation. I do not know from
where the newspapers got it that 33
rest-houses are to be taken over.
That is not correct; 13 are only a
handful.

It is not easy to run these rest-
houses. They have been very hadly
looked after. We shall look after these
13 for the present, but the others the
Hotels Corporation does not intend to
take over. The Hon. Minister of Home
Affairs as well as the Hon. Minister
of Local Government, under whom
the balance of the rest-houses are—
about 100—are keen that they should
be taken over by the Hotels Corpora-
tion. I should like to say that the
Tourist Board runs no rest-houses.—
[Interruption]. They are handing
the Lunawa rest-house to us lock,
stock and barrel.
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o& 05 Bl
(Qsorres yiassgai gmart)
(An hon. Member)

Barrels also !

oS o3, @, Swuadmy

(Qsorres Cag. gyi. squieui sar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The Hotels Corporation is an
independent organization, and I was
wondering whether they cannot take

over and build flats for public
servants.

I wish the House to note that,
apart from the four rest-houses given
to the private sector, 13 others that
belonged to the Tourist Bureau are
now run by the Hotels Corporation.

I shall show you the rates we are
fixing for them. A special committee
went to all these rest-houses and they
have reported a certain scale of
charges, far below what is being
charged at the four mentioned but a
little above what is being charged
now. They just cannot run them
unless you subsidize or say, “ Come
and live free.” They just cannot
run them at a profit. If you want
clean linen, if you want clean servi-
ettes, if you want clean crockery, if
you want the bathrooms to be clean,
as this report says, you must raise
the standard of all these rest-houses.
Otherwise, not only foreigners but
even people of a certain education
and status in this country will not
like to go there.

I shall give you an example, A
Member of Parliament from Ep#land,
his wife and a Ceylon citizen went to
the Anuradhapura rest-house before
it was taken over. The lady said, “I
cannot sleep on this bed because
there is a big stain ”. So, the Ceylon
citizen asked the resthouse-keeper,
“What is this” ? He said, “ Sir, you
know, we do not have sheets. So, I
took a table cloth and put it”. The
table cloth had a lot of curries spilt
on it. Is that the standard we want ?
Every piece of linen used by a cus-
tomer must be changed as soon as
the customer goes. For that we re-
quire laundry services. If you go to
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Anuradhapura today—I have been to
Hikkaduwa recently—you will find
that the service is splendid. Four
towels are given to each room, and
all those are taken away as soon as
the customer goes. You are given
two to three sheets for a bed. They
are taken away as soon as you leave.
That is the standard you must have
even for people of Ceylon. All that
costs money.

& en. 6

You say the cost of living has gone
up. The cost of living of rest-houses
has also gone up. Those who run
the rest-houses must buy their
vegetables, their fish and their meat ;
they must get their linen and their
clothes laundered; their servants
must be paid properly. When an
employee is not properly paid, the
hon. Member for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernard Soysa) will start an
agitation through some trade union.
Somebody must pay for these.
Either the government must pay or
the customer must pay.

So, four rest-houses were given to
the private sector with a purpose.
We wanted to catch, as quickly as
possible, the tourist trade of last
year and this year. If you go to the
Hikkaduwa rest-house you see the
wonderful rooms they have there. It
is the same at Anuradhapura.—
[Interruption]. I am not talking of
the charges. Let us leave the
charges aside. They have made a
wonderful improvement there.

Bentara is entirely different. We
have a tourist development plan for
Bentara. The old rest-house has
been pulled down and a new hotel
with about 75 rooms is coming up.
There will be a rest-house run by
the Hotels Corporation at lower
rates coming up. We are renting out
other areas to people who wish to
build either hotels or motels or
small guest houses. A little village
is coming up there so that Ceylon’s
arts and crafts can be developed and
the products brought and sold there.
80 acres have been acquired. Not
one cent of government money is
being spent there.

|-
g s’


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

883
Juddm cmmO®uny mmm, 1967-68

[o& 68 @8 Ludddm]

At Hikkaduwa, Bentara, Anuradha-
pura, and Horton Plains Rs. 4 million
will be invested by the private
sector. Where can I get this money ?
From the Hon. Minister of Finance,
who is fast asleep ? When I look to
him for money he falls asleep. How
can I get it ? I shall not be able to
put one brick upon another in
Bentara or Hikkaduwa or Horton
Plains or Anuradhapura if I look to
the Treasury for money. The

Hon. Minister of Finance just cannot
find it.

So, we harness the capitalist. We
tie him to our yoke. He will not do
it for nothing. How on earth can
we expect him to do this at a loss ?
The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) has his estates.
Will he run them at a loss ? He will
run them at a profit. Profit-sharing
is now part and parcel even of the
socialist countries. So, they are
running at a profit.

Of course, we must see that the
profit is reasonable. That is the idea
underlying the Bill which I am
bringing before this House. The
rates will be fixed as soon as the
Bill is passed. I have obtained the
details of comparative rates, and a
committee has gone into the whole
question of fixing reasonable rates.
We may have to increase the rates
from Rs. 5 to Rs. 10, but it will not
be anywhere near the rates charged
at Hikkaduwa.

The hon. Leader of the Opposition
seems to think that tourism is her
pet subject. I am sure she is
interested in what I am saying.
Unfortunately, she is not here. She
may be busy somewhere else.

It is not that we want the tourists
to come here. They are coming. Air
travel has today progressed to such
an extent that in the next 5 years
there should be planes which can
carry a minimum of 500 passengers.
The Jumbo Jets, the Concord, the
new Supersonic Jets will bring a
minimum of 500 passengers at a
time. All countries are preparing for
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this. The terminal in Holland
covers 600 acres. Why ? Because

the big planes unload each time they
come about 500 to 600 passengers.

The complaint was made that we
are spending money on hotels. I
must say that we are not. The
Government is not spending a cent.
The Hotels Corporation—the Govern-
ment sponsored it no doubt—is the
only one in which the Government
has some interest and it is under an
agreement with the Inter-Conti-
nental Hotel to put up an inter-
national hotel just near the Central
Bank. That is the only one in which
the Government has some interest,
and the shareholding was passed by
this House. That is the only one in
regard to which I can speak.

I do not know the agreements that
others have. Those are arrange-
ments entirely with the private
sector. The proposal to build a
Hilton Hotel in Ceylon is under an
agreement with a private firm.

aé @Y BDdewxY

(Qserras QESESoul e(HeT )

(An hon. Member)

What about the foreign exchange ?

aé o8 . SedEAB

(Qserras Geg. oyi- QUaITSET)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Foreign exchange is their money.

QCoNEDY B ek

(’@@ @w:ﬁfﬁﬂ“;ﬁ@?‘)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

When we get aid we have got to
repay it.

a& o, @l LD
(Qazerres Qgg. 2y equeur se)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Yes. You and we both decided that
foreign investment should be en-
couraged. Our foreign investment
programme differs little from your
foreign investment programme. SO0,
the foreign investors say, “ We shall
join with ‘X’ in putting up a hotel.”
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When they join with “ X ” they do
not pay in rupees they pay in
foreign exchange. They have various
agreements and they are all subject
to our foreign investment programme,
Not a single one of them is outside
the foreign investment programme.
This programme is placed before the
House for discussion in the form of a
White Paper. The foreign investors
invest so much. They can take away
their profits. Their undertaking wiil
not be nationalized up to a certain
time. According to the agreement
they can take away their capital. Not
one of those agreements is outside
our normal foreign investment pro-
gramme. The Government approves
it when it comes under the foreign
Investment programme. They are
starting a service and if we find that
they cannot manage we are not going
to lose. We do not mind even if a
single hotel does not come up. If at
any time there is trouble in the
world and the hotels are empty, then
we will take them over for Govern-
ment purposes. We are not spend-
Ing one cent on any one of them,
except on the Hotels Corporation.

The tourist industry is getting tax
concessions for the first time as in the
case of agriculture and industry.
Maybe tax concessions induce foreign
investors to come here. These con-
cessions are given for various types
of imports. All that we have to do or
say is, “ We agree with your foreign
investment if it falls within our
general purposes.” We have dis-
approved some. Some people even
wanted to put up a hotel at Gregory’s
Road where hotels should not come
up. The Tourist Board goes into these
matters and they say whether a hotel
In some place can or cannot be
approved.

The foreign investment is passed
by the Foreign Exchange Budget
Committee. It goes into the amoiint
of foreign exchange available,
whether a thing is suitable for
the development of Ceylon, and
then pass it. It is not that we are
getting the monev. Foreion exchanoa
is theirs. The capital belongs to the
people of Ceylon or to the foreign
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investors. When the foreign investor
comes here he brings foreign money
into Ceylon.

PCoNSTY B e,

(8@ @omsrger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

enANEEICO gdas cemibensy &
A8 @luxy OB 80E8sY cwemsy
ex. Jeasl §ddg b W anem &
J0c® wludemewnsy cwd’m @
P D AEC YWD, & g HedE
6@ e »YY 2mrYees dedw 853®
cwsY cxIr erd GENeEdc ?

& o, ¢, LwuddR®

(Osorras Cog. oy gpuicui sar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

As I said we have not approved
anything outside our foreign invest-
ment programme. It is not only
hotels that they can put up but
anything else. Under the foreign
investment programme they can
help in industry. As you know
investors are joining in various in-
dustrial ventures. We have taken
tourism as an industry. I do not
know the reason why you are creat-
ing all this fuss about tourism
being developed as an industry.
Hilton Hotel is a private organization.
The Government has not one cent
to gain or lose. The Reef Hotel is a
private industry and the collabora-
tion is with B. O. A. C. and Fortes, a
big restaurant owner in England.
The U. T. A. project is in collabora-
tion with Browns. That is also an air
line. The hotel will be in Negombo.
The Club Mediterranean is also

putting up hotels in collaboration
with Ceylon interests.

So it will be noted that all these
are airlines. They are hard-headed
businessmen, like the Rockefellers
and Rotchschilds. They will not come
here unless they know that there
will be a profit. They bring their

money, their experience and their
airlines,

The point I was urging was that
these airlines seem to think that

people are coming to Ceylon. It is
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not that we are inviting them to
Ceylon to corrupt us and to change
our habits and methods of social life.
They are coming. Unless you build a
wall round Ceylon and say that we
are not allowing airplanes and ships
to come here and that we must deve-
lop completely independent of the
world, with our culture, our heritage,
our language, our politics, our Oppo-
sition and our Government for ever
and ever, people are coming here.

So let us make the best use of the
people who come. We have enlarged
the Katunayake Airport. I have
written to the Minister of Communi-
cations that it will not be enough
within the next ten years. If people
want to come here I think without
any inducement they will come. The
world is developing in such a manner
that we must make arrangements to
meet that development. We must see
that our airfields are large enough,
our terminal buildings are large
enough, our roads are large enough.
We must have places for tourists to
stay. That is tourism.

That is what Mrs. Bandaranaike
and her Government also realized
when they were the Government,
and got this report of Mr. Kovac. But
now they are trying to belabour us
and say that we are trying to do in
Ceylon what was done in Hamburg—
the streets of which the hon. Member
for Kegalla (Mr. Kalugalla) visited—
what was done in certain side-lanes
in Singapore—[Interruption]. He
made a speech about it—what was
done in certain streets in Hong Kong.
He said that we should not follow
Bangkok.

We are not following anybody in
the world. We are trying to deve-
lop our own tourist industry.

ofs. ed, Rw AHMméNwm .
(Blm. erii. QT L wew LTI TTETILES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

As at Lunawa!

aé o, qh& %282y

(Qsorres Goy. 9y @weui ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We can equal any country in that.

Bewldr 9sI%) @edDCH

888

— il 8end

It is not only from the capitalist
world we except people to come to
Ceylon. I do not know why hon.
Members always easily slip into this
mistake of speaking of the socialist
world and the capitalist world when
speaking on tourism. We are neither
socialist nor capitalist. We are
democratic socialist.

If you read the “London Times”
of the 2nd August, you would have
seen this news paragraph :

“ YUGOSLAVIA NOW OPEN TO INVESTORS

After a year of long discussion and
fierce controversies among economists,
politicians, and trade union leaders, a
BRill enabling foreign capital investment
in Yugoslavia has been approved by
Parliament. ”

This is the first communist country
to open the door to foreign capital.

“The new legislation, which makes
Yugoslavia the first communist country to
open the door to foreign capital, should
facilitate modernization in those indus-
trial sectors which are short of funds,
such as the machine building, chemical,
and timber industries, as well as stream-
lining production and productivity.”

I want the hon. Member for Kolon-
nawa (Mr. Ilangaratne) to listen to
this.

DCoOSHY 3 Dasa.
(B Qomsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
I shall read it later.

o & ¢l Lke2iAm
(Qserres Geg. gyi- spuweur ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Are you coming back ?

QGRS 5 V.

(B @eovmsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
Yes.

ad &, @d. LB

(Qasorrey GCen. oy eguieui serr)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

To read further :

“One of the fiercest controversies was

over the proportion of foreign capital
that should be allowed in industry. At
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first 49 per cent was suggested as the
maximum share, and 25 per cent as the
minimum. Finally it was agreed to
limit the maximum to 49 per cent, thus
guaranteeing the Yugoslav partner the
majority shareholding, but to allow for
exceptions in special cases, notably

tourism, when foreign investment may
exceed the limit.”

¢. on. 6.15

In Yugoslavia, where the fair
Leader of the Opposition spends her
holidays, foreign capital can be in-
vested to the extent of 49 per cent in
various types of industries—machine
building, chemical and timber—but
in tourism they can invest beyond 50
per cent. We have not allowed that.
Then, it goes on to say:

“Taxation, set at 35 per cent applies
equally to both Yugoslav firms and their
foreign partners. Yugoslavia’s complex
system of self-management had raised a
serious problem for joint ownership.
The new legislation has overcome this by
establishing a joint board, or ‘business
committee’ consisting of representatives
of the workers’ council on the Yugoslav
side, and of foreign shareholders, who
have an equal voice in all policy
decisions. "’

Foreign shareholders! Hon. Mem-
bers of the S. L. F. P. in the Opposi-
tion should note this: our Govern-
ment has been ahead of Yugoslavia.
They are following us.

ad Y RBRSG
(Qserrar oymssseuser)
(Hon. Members)
Hear! Hear!

B8 Y. OO, cuelb
(sarfpGl erer. erid. QuUCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Different social base.

a& 8. ;8. BwddR»

(Qaorrey Cop. opi. spwieur gar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Everything cannot be done at once.

andw 953, DO, cueds
(soor g erer. erib. Qurmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That makes all the difference.
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o& . @, LwdBR®
(Ozorrey- Cog. gyi. epuwiaui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

With a social base which is com-
munist they are becoming capitalist
as far as foreign investors are con-
cerned. That is my point.

B Y. DO, cwedd

(sorp s erer. erb. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They can afford to do it.

o od. . Sl
(Qsorrer Cog. yi- eguieur ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I quote again:

“Negotiations between Yugoslav
concerns and foreign investors will be
carried on directly, excluding all state or
official intermediaries, whose only
function is to approve or reject the
agreement reached.

The state gives no guarantee to foreign
investors except that it undertakes not
to nationalize the industry concerned, nor
to impede the export of profits.”

The hon. Member for Kolonnawa
said they will nationalize Hilton
Hotel. There is nothing to prevent
it if they become the Government.
But they are following the Yugoslav
ideal, and the hon. Leader of the
Opposition is always quoting
the Yugoslav ideal because there is
some form of democracy in Yugo-
slavia where they think they must be
careful about Moscow, they must be
careful about Peking, where there
are various alignments and non-
alignments. Yugoslavia is her great
pet or she is the pet of Yugoslavia—
one way or the other, I do not know.
She is following Yugoslavia.

Here in black and white is a Bill
passed in Parliament pertaining to
foreign investors, that is, capitalists,
especially American. The Inter-Conti-
nental Hotel, which is coming up here
too, has been set up in Zagreb in

Yugoslavia. Foreign investors can
invest more than 50 per cent
in it; they can take their
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capital out. And the Yugoslav Gov-
ernment says, “ We will not nation-
alize”. But the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa says he will nation-
alize. Whalt policy does he follow ? I
cannot understand. Either you must
take everything over to the State—
as in Russia where the Tourist
Board is government, where the
hotels are government, where the
employees are Government, where
there is no Opposition, where the
Government does everything—or
permit the private sector to combine
with the State. Surely, you do not
want us to follow Russia? You do
not want us to abolish the Opposi-
tion. We are trying a happy combi-
nation of the State and the private
sector. That was the joint stock
company idea which the C. W. E.
tried to form, where the C. W. E.
owns on behalf of the State 51 per
cent of the shares—a controlling
interest of the shareholding. This is
the C. W. E. ideal in Yugoslavia!

e Dr3. 0. cueld

(serfl§ erar. erb. QuGrrTm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

There is a big difference.

ab o @d. LB

(Qaerra Geg, o QUIGIIT F6T )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

You all must say something. You
cannot say I am correct. Yugoslavia
promised not to nationalize. How can
a communist country say it will not
nationalize ? You cannot argue that
our base is socialist and that we must
nationalize. You are eroding the
base. I hope the hon. Whip of the
Opposition will tell the hon. Lady to
meet me ; I will explain all this to
her. This is a new pattern in the
world : the combination between the
socialist state and the private sector ;
not to nationalize ; not to impede the
export of profits.

The question was asked, “ What are
you going to do with foreign inves-
tors 27’ Of course, you must allow
them to take their profits away as
otherwise they will not inyest their
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capital. You must allow them to take
away their profits, you must allow
them to take away their capital. That
is the Yugoslav ideal. And they
allow them not 49 per cent but over
50 per cent of the shareholding in
the tourist industry. That is, Yugo-
slavia is now open to investors. To
change the word Yugoslavia and say,
“ Ceylon is now open to investors,” is
saying the same thing.

Not only in Yugoslavia but here
also you get article after article in
magazines where they speak about
“Tourism and Unity of European
Culture "—how tourism helps to en-
courage the development of culture.
That is in Europe—I can understand
that. There is a big movement of
tourist traffic throughout Europe.

We have here the Buddhist world,
where Theravada Buddhism has been
flourishing for the last 2,000 years.
Why cannot we have tourism along
with Theravada Buddhist Culture ?
The people from Bangkok go to
Buddha Gaya; they do not come here.
People go there even from Thailand,
Cambodia and Laos. Why should they
not come here ? In the old days the
Burmese used to come here and
worship in our Dalada Maligawa. One
day they will be freer than they are
today for travel. Why should they not
come here ? Why should we not en-
courage them to come here ? Why do
we always think that our tourism
must be on the American patiern;
that it must be purely white people
who come here, or purely Christians
who come here, or purely “ Caronia ”
passengers who come here ? I do not
think so. Peopie must come and see
our country to taste of its culture and
its religion.

India plans tc attract five lakhs of
tourists in four years. They are
making provision for 17,000 additio-
nal beds in the categories of three,
four, and five-star hotels. Mr. Roy,
Director-General of Tourism, speak-
ing at a reception accorded by the
South India Hotels and Restaurants
Association said that they had 7,000
beds and they have plans to build
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accommodation for a further 5,000
beds. The idea is to show the Indian
cultural wealth and traditions to
foreign visitors, to make them rejoice
and at the same time spend money
there. It requires the co-operation of
the various governments. That is
India. We have Yugoslavia and
Russia. We have seen heaps of maga-
zines carrying large supplements
devoted to tourism.

In Russia they are speeding ahead.
They are putting up hotels and restau-
rants. They are training servants and
are going all out to encourage people
to travel. Throughout Asia it is so—
Indonesia, Thailand, India, Pakistan,
Nepal, Taiwan—I do not know about
China—Japan and a whole heap of
countries. Poland is another. They
talk of “Polish prospectives”, “ Po-
land and International Tourism.” In
fact, it is the whole world. And you
say, “ Oh, Ceylon must not do any-
thing.” You say that because we are
the Government. That is my charge
against you. When we are the
Government, if we do something
which you have done and do it better
than you, you say, “ Do not do it.” I
say that is not fair.

As far as tourism is concerned I
would like to have the co-operation
and advice of the Opposition. We have
put the Leader of the Opposition on
the National Tourist Board. There is
the Cabinet in it and the Leader of
the Opposition. But she does not come.
I mentioned this to the hon.
Member for Colombo South (Mr.
Bernard Soysa). Let us form a
joint committee of Government and
Opposition to give us advice on how
tourism should develop. There is no
conflict in our minds about tourism
except that you may have certain ad-
vice which you wish to give us. So
I discussed the matter with the Hon.
Prime Minister. If you all are willing
we can form a joint committee to look
into this question of how we can fur-
ther develop the tourist industry in
Ceylon.

Then, a charge was made against
the directors. The Leader of

the Opposition spoke about the
Director of the Tourist Board and the
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Corporation. I do not see anything
wrong with them. They are

Ceylonese. They are good men and
true.

Mr. Chib who was here for
about two years seems to be

the bete moire of the hon. Member
for Dehiowita (Mr. Weerasekera).
He has given us most valuable help
and advice. All the allegations you
have made against him have been dis-
proved. He was invited by Mrs.
Bandaranaike when she was Prime
Minister. I am sorry he is going be-
cause he has put tourism on a scien-
tific basis. Today tourism is a science.

It is true our board consists of
amateurs. In this country we do not
have people who know about tourism
in a scientific way. I could not find
a director-general for many months.
But that board is working night and
day. They may be meeting after 5
p.m. because they are professional
men. There is only the chairman who
is paid, and the working director,
Mr. Ralph Deraniyagala ; the others
are not paid anything except possibly
for the meetings they attend.

The hon. Leader of the Opposition
said that one member of the board
was a gynaecologist. Perhaps, as a
gynaecologist he may have conducted
many tours. But he is a man who has
a certain qualification for that post.
He is interested in art, a connoisseur
of various things, and I put him in for
a particular reason. I wanted to see
that as far as food is concerned
the tourists and the people of Ceylon
get the best, that the Samudra and
various other places that they run
are maintained at the highest possible
standard.

In the Hotels Corporation we have
Mr. Mallory Wijesinghe. He is a busi-
nessman and the Chairman of the
Chamber of Commerce. The other
person runs the biggest biscuit
factory in the country. He has come
from the ranks of the people and has
become a big businessman. Reference
was also made 'to the appointment of
Mr. Royce de Mel as general manager
of this corporation. It is true. He was
appoirited general manager by the
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board, and under the Hotels Corpora-
tion Act the Minister’s consent is not
necessary. The board has appointed
him as general manager and I cannot
change it. I cannot ask them not to
do so because no consent of the Minis-
ter is necessary under the Hotels Cor-
poration Act in the appointment of
employeeas. They have appointed him
as general manager.

There was a question raised about
1 the B. B. C. and the filming of the
perahera. I read an account about this
matter in the press. Unfortunately the
perahera was not filmed. We are
| living in a democratic country and if
the Diyawadana Nilame thought that
the elephants would be disturbed by
the spotlights we must take his ad-
vice ; otherwise it may have been too
great a risk for the B. B. C. to
film the perahera. He thought that
the lights would disturb the ele-
phants.

~ We had nothing to do with it. The
Tourist Board gave all the assistance
but ultimately the Diyawadana
Nilame thought that the lights would
disturb the elephants and they
might get unruly. So it had to be
given up. That is all that has
happened. The B. B. C. was unable
to film the perahera.

As 1 said, the new Bill would ex-
plain our scheme for the expansion
of tourism in Ceylon and the various
difficulties we have now. With
| regard fo control of prices and rates,
. provision will be made in the new

Bill. '

There is one other matter which
I think I should deal with. The hon.
Member for Agalawatta (Dr. Colvin.
R. de Silva) and the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilangaratne) raised
the question on the Floor of
this House that I had stated publicly
that we want a dictatorship in
Ceylon. The hon. Member for
Kolonnawa said, “ What about your
speech made before the annual
session of the Ceylon Association for

the Advancement of Science ? ” Now,

it was a public speech and if they
took the trouble to read it they
would have found that Dadvocated

Bewlds 535 VeHDSE

896

— 0l B5end

just the opposite. So they have taken
advantage of this passage of my
speech :

“ The full period of life of an elected
parliament in our country 1s 5 years.
After a general election, for one year a
new government celebrates its victory
and is settling down ; the last two years
before the general election are devoted
to how to win the election that is to
come; the period during which new
measures can be adopted and imple-
mented hardly exceeds two years.”’—

ofd. 8. Dwed e wdrnwm S,
(D ortd. i Lwew LIGRTL_T T FTUI&E )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

In which period are you now ?

oé o @d. Swuada»
(Qsorren Ggg. gy eguicui H6)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

—“In England at one time the period
was 7 years. This period of 5 years also
needs consideration.”

Now, into that innocent statement
all sorts of things are read. I shall
deal first with the statement that
ther is an attempt to extend the life of
this Parliament to seven years. I
think the life of this Parliament
should be extended to seven years or
possibly ten years because I do not
think that a government under a
democratic system, faced with the
difficulties that we were faced with
when we took office, can without be-
coming unpopular take the necess-
ary steps to set the economy right.
—[Interruption]. That is your view,
I know. This is our view. If you come
into power and you want to extend
the life of your Parliament my vote
will be with you——

ofd. ¢d. Qwed DeT Mérnwm Dwn.
(B eril. Qi LwWev LRTLTIBTGS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Hurrah for a little!

g oo, 6.30
od 8. ¢d. SwdiRB

(Qaerren GCeog. oy epuieum He )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

That is because we must put
this. ~ “eountry " right.  F I " Ihave
said here that not one of the
demoecratic freedoms should be
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changed—freedom of speech, free-
dom of opposition, freedom of
election, and freedom of the judi-
ciary. One need not stick to five
years. In some countries it is four
years. In England it was seven. Dis-
raeli was Prime Minister for seven
years, from 1974 to 1981. They made
it five. During the First World War
and the Second World War, the
British Parliament went on for ten
years. In Ceylon, our legislative
assembly, the State Council, went on
for eleven years, from 1936 to 1947.
Nobody said it was undemocratic.

a& @Y H2lowy

(Osorrey oymasganr emar)

(An hon. Member)

Of course, that was to win the war.

a& & @8, $wddR®

(Qserres Cop. 9. guieurgser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

That was to win the war. You
have to win this war on the food
front.

If any change is to be made, it
must be made legally; it must be
made constitutionally ; it must be
made with a two-thirds majority.

That is where I interrupted the
hon. Member for Agalawatta (Dr.
Colvin R. de Silva) when he was
saying that the courts had held that
you cannot change the Constitution
and that whether you can change
the Constitution by a two-thirds
majority or by some constituent
assembly is a difficult legal question.

But if you can by a two-thirds
majority change the Constitution, I
do not see any objection to the period
being five years, seven years, four
years or one year. You extended the
life of the Colombo Municipal Coun-
cil by one year legally. Legally, any-
thing can be done.

Then, Sir, I further said—

“Qur Cabinet, the executive govern-
ment, is chosen from the Legislature and
throughout its life is dependent on its
maintaining a majority therein. We have
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followed the British Constitution in
this respect. In some countries, the
Executive is chosen directly by the
people and is not dependent on the

Legislature during the period of its exis-
tence, for a specified number of years.”

As in the United States of America
and in France—

“The U.S.A. is an example of the latter.
The new French Constitution is a combi-
nation of the British and the American
systems. Such an executive is a stron
executive, seated in power for a fix
number of years, not subject to the whims
and fancies of an elected legislature ; not
afraid to take correct but unpopular
decisions because of censure from its
parliamentary party. This seems to me
a very necessary requirement in a deve-
loping country faced with grave problems
such as we are faced with today.”

What is wrong in that ? These are
democratic systems that exist in the
world.

We have one system. And the very
fact that all parties want to change
our Constitution and the fact that we
have elected a Select Committee to
change the Constitution show that
we think amendments are necessary.

I have outlined some views that I
have. Maybe nobody shares my view.
But if others share my view and if
the majority of the House share my
view, then we can implement this. I
do not see how this shows that T
believe in a little bit of totalitari-
anism.

ofd. @, Vwed AT NdNwD Dwx.
(B orll. gyi. Lwew LSTLTTIpruEs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
It comes to the same thing.

ad & @d. LeDER®
(Qaerrar Ceg. oyi. eguieur ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Far from it.

I think I have dealt with most
of the questions hon. Members
raised. If there are any other ques-
tions, I would like to deal with them.
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The hon. Member for Monaragala
—yes, 1 know his problem. I know
the problem that is affecting him. We
are thinking of enlarging the bound-
aries of Yala, but I can discuss that
with him outside the House and see
whether we cannot come to some
amicable settlement. I would like
him and the House and the country
to know that we are all interested
in that, and that somewhere in this
country, in some small corner even,
there must be a place for wild life
and for jungle. The hon. Member
for Tissamaharama (Mr. Edirisuriya)
also has written to the Prime Min-
ister and to me about it.

Great countries like the United
States of America have realized how
jungles have been devastated, how
lands have become desert holes, how
species of wild life have disappeared
and can never again come to live on
this earth. So, we must learn from
others.

We are for food production, we are
for cultivation, we are for the
landless, but it may be that future
generations will curse us if we do not
consider that there must be some
portions of jungle, some portions of
land set aside for sanctuaries, some
national parks, not just for our
tourists but from a scientific
ecological point of view. There must
be some areas protected from the
depradations of human beings,
because human beings are also bad.
Human beings can also become wild
animals sometimes. So it is necessary
to preserve certain areas.

I shall discuss with the hon. Mem-
ber for Monaragala how far we can
meet his just demands.

About the printing press, we are
not thinking of turning the Govern-
ment Press into a corporation, but

the printing of text-books has
created such a problem—

an8s Y. DO, cuedd

(soorf & crer. erb. QUGTrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No problem. i 15y T
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(Qaorrey Geg. oy egwieui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

You say it is no problem. I cannot
even print the telephone directory.

So we have got new machinery
and so on for that purpose alone, not
to take over the Government Press.
If we create a corporation it will be
entirely a State corporation without
any private capital. The Bill will
come before the House, but we do
not want to change the Government
Press into a corporation.—[Interrup-
tion]. I do not think we need take
over the employees of the Govern-
ment Press.

gIeneS
(&S rreeri)
(The Chairman)

Are you pressing your amend-
ment ?

R&s1d etnB Scn.
(8. Quie_ Gerdevr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
No.

“28 om A¥vewd 1 Om wdOme T
Gi. 3,44,067 = 8 ¢ oC ADGO FEW D
@ame” w» g »e Sum Gy, wwnw wOeHm
Sea.

28 9m» Quewd 1 2» wddmae B
e AWouB omduw MSkd BHFe o «&
Bewde @aém CE

1 9ub auré@UUGILD, of.
6T GQILD

“28 oy %I,
3,44,067 oL elaowdln Gerésuu®uns ”
Aoy NG&sIULE ardH mECETETeniILIL .

28 9yih %0y, 1 o4b eurE@GLILETD 2L 6T
ey @werwitt uesllgalucL g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 344,067

for Head 28, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 28, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of othe \Schedule.
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2 9 wlodnw—wmEn e Pp—y»&HoEnm
8wc®, &. 30,000

ens@uUaETD  @Qa. 2. —ufllurwed QraeEeT—
Beaw® amn Greey, 5. 30,000

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 30,000

“28 @m S¥uewd 2 O» wdImw wem
Gi. 30,000 » @ec ¢ e ADwO amewy D
a6’ o s e Seum CesY, wmow wuldm
Sea,

28 om» &lwewd 2 BV» wdIMw ¥
e APecB emiuw mOwd HFw wmy «d
Bede D GE

“28 gb sWLL, 2 b @rEGUUGTD eHLT
30,000 <y auerullhy GarigastiuGons aTgih afl@)
SOESILCE aTp) pisQETETeTILLL 5.

28 0 s%ILILY, 2 2ylb UTEGLUGILL 2L auenT
w960 Pworws LelESUILCL 5.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 30,000
for Head 28, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 28, Vote 2, ondered to stand part
of the Schedule.

6 9 u@PMu.—ni38m wRADE—yH&HIEH®
Swe®, &. 3,417,000

ars@uueny @w. 6.—Gurmertgrr < el g 5,
bampaime; Ceaay, esur 34,17,000

Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 3,417,000

“28 P Qluewd 6 9m» wOIMw wewm
G 34,17,000 » 2¢C ¢® eCAPE FMnew Wme
ane” cm» g »de SQum» GErY, win wdeDm
515

2 wO8Mme ¢
(51

28 m» &KSuvexsB 6
o AMeuR omdux MmSwd Hw «@»
Bedo @é» G2

“28 gyib s%iULy, 6 b UTEGLUERTID eBUT
34,17,000 oy caawrullh) GsrdsliuBuwns ¥ eraub
@ NOsSILLE ah misCsTeTeriULL 5.

28 b %Iy, 6 b AITEGLLIETLD 2L aus
ulley @iy LesflEsucL g,

Question, “ That the sum of
Rs. 3,417,000 for Head 28, Vote No. 6,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 28, Vote 6, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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7 2» wldne—pdfm w.RIAD—ICI®
8we¢®, &. 35,50,000
ané@liLan @e. T.—Qurgertgno 2lelw®sS—
ysal QurmL GQeaay, er. 35,560,000

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 3,550,000

“98 Doy Blvewd 7 OD» wddne wewm
G 85,50,000 23 e ¢v oF DWW HLPEH WE
@ ? @ I B Ium sy, wwn wSIH®
Bea.

28 P QRvewd 7 Dm» wulPdmw ¢
o AMeuB oo mOwd DNV &P «B
Bewde @Dé® CE.

“28 wyib sy, T b @WISGUUGTILD o
35,560,000 wtalarulh Gsisslu@ons ” eTgpin
@ N&sLIU e ah mEsCsTereriuL g.

28 gyin %0y, T plh QUTE@GUUED 2L L a0
uSled (@emority LiewlasLi L g,

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 3,550,000 for Head 28, Vote No. 7,

be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 28, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

29 25 RBuw.—uuY 6D eBIBIS

1 2 «lodvnu—mis @en ae ewadfafm
WENE vn B O, & 3,69,120
2 o Bbuw

29 gyb g&ﬂﬁrq.—sﬁ)mﬁ}@mé; G REFTam

QUTE@GLUGTL  (Ba). l.—ueflurerfler gyebs@EwL
Gasseniqpth Ulpuigsesin, en. 3,69,120

HeAD 29.—Z00LOGICAL (GARDENS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 369,120

“29 2 Aluewd 1 2m» wddMa WG
G 3,69,120 2 8 = oC VMWD FVETW DS
ame” «m ga W Ium GIsY, win 80m
Ses.

29 9 Blvesd 1 9» w@dme
o AWend emluw MmOwd HBIw wmy «&8
Bewle @é» G

“29 g gy, 1 b eurE@LUEHID, @5
3,69,120 olLalawmullh GsrdésLiuGns ”  eTepib
all@ elBssUULE an mstEnereriulL g.

29 g g%y, 1 Sy UTEEGLLGETHILD Lt 6l
ey (@)2eoriits LenflésLiurL Gl

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 369,120

for. Head 29, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 29, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of  theiSchedule.
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9 O wOOM—CH M P—HHHIINHD
Bwe®, &. 477,300

anrseluuen @e. 2.—uflurwerd CFeser—
Beam® a@nb Gsewe), ep. 4,77,300

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 477,300

“29 Px» &KBuowd 2 » wdOPHmw wEmm
&. 4,717,300 = @ec ¢o o AN GRS D¢
@e”’ o g e Sdum CIY, wwm wdom
B,

29 B BBvewnd 2 2» wddnw ¥
e AMesB emmoumy wxOed WBAe «wB «B
Bewda =ém GE.

“29 g %W, 2 b WIGGUUERTD EHUT
4,717,300 o eorulh Gsisslu@Lns ?  ereyb
fl@ lbds L B appsbETeTerUUlL .

29 gb 5%, 2 2D UTHGULGHTLD 2{LL 62T
ey R2eruits LieflESLILILL .

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 477,300
for Head 29, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 29, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 2 wdoMmu—aE® oD —8CA» Bwed
é. 1,22,000

ars@Uuen @e. 3.—ufluteeé Gree)ser—ays
sUQur@L Gseey, ep. 1,22,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 122,000

“29 m» QK¥vowd 3 D wdINe wEwm
. 122,000 » 82¢ ¢v e AMWD qAEW DE
@me” «w» g e Sum EIY, wwm =OO»
Bea.

29 9 &BueuB 3 D» wdIMw @
e APy emmOu wmBwd DIw @y «&
Bewle @mé® GL

“29 oyib S2%ILL), 3 QD QUTEHEGULIGILD EHUT
1,22,000 oiralanmln Gaidsliu@uons ” e enib
e AGEsULLE ahmECETereriulL &.

29 oy S%IUILY, 3 YD QUTGGUILIEGUTLD SJLL 6T
uSled @it LawllsSLILILL g

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 122,000
for Head 29, Vote No. 3, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 29, Vote 3, ondered to stand part
of the Schedule. Noolatk
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20 25 KBV —2% BB O
ceNeI R

1 9» uldmne—mmis ©&7ac evelwlm
s8»8 s gBny &0, &. 5,592,188

30 gyib AL —ever Barr s Sk Eseris

wré@lued @e. l.—uedfurerien gepé@u
Gaugepld LIMUIGEEHLD; e5. 9,92,188

Heap 30.—DEPARTMENT OF WILD LIFE

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 592,188

“30 O &¥vewd 1 9» wddme wewm
&. 592,188 = ©eC ¢ oF AMwR Gnew D¢
ame”? wp oo Do IV césY, v wd®Om
s,

30 2» Q¥zexsd 1 2» wddme o
e AMesB emdn wmBwd HVw am «@&
Bewda Dé® G

“30 b s%iOy, 1 gyb eTEGUUERLD, .
5,92,188 ey Gsidslu@LOns ¥ eremid
@ SGEsILLE & pEClEneTeTiLLLSl.

30 2y %S0, 1 2yith UTEGUILIGTLD S L aes
Sy @ 2emariils UeRllSSLILILL Gl

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 592,188
for Head 30, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 30, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 Dy wlomu—mEw o D—un&DEHD

8we®, & 1,81,300

aréguuamn  @e. 2.—ufluroers GFeeseT—
Bewm® amb Gswe), ep. 1,81,300

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 181,300

“80) 9 QRluend 2 D» wldMmw wew
S 1,81,800 1 9¢C ¢ oF AP fNEF W¢
e ” w» g He Bdum CEBY, win w®om
Ses.

30 2» Qlurewd 2 d» wleIma &
o AMos® emounm mOwd BRI @m «8
Bewda Daé» G

“30 gy s%oUL, 2 Y QISGLUUGHID EHUT
1,81,300 o elendlph Gsigslu@ons ” e
ofley GEsLLCR aH mEosTererniULLgl.

30 yth H%SL), 2 4D QUTEGLILGRTLD HLL 6T
w6y @%everwis LenflssiutL gi.
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 181,300

for Head 30, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 30, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 99 wlovw—wme®n ™’ —gcam Swed,
. 2,80,000

Qné@uuemid (@ev. 2.—uflureers ClFevays eir—.gpé
SUGLIT 5L GFevay, esur 2,80,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 280,000

“30 22 Alvexssd 3 2» wlOMme B
S 2,80,000 = 8¢¢ ¢o oF AV G De
ANe” @ g me S0mm e, s wdom
B

30 2m» &Bzeud 3 O» wdOmw ce
oC ANeuB emoum wmOwd B Wy «l
Hewio @adm 2.

“30 b 2%y, 3 gy QUITEGHLIIGRTLD  PHLIT
2,80,000 < raZorln Griésiudons GTanLh
@ ABssULLe anmEQsTerentiulL g.

30 b 5%I0L), 3 Byib uTEGLLIETID L a1l
wlev @ewrwts LeRflsatit_g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 280,000

for Head 30, Vote No. 3, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 30, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

31 9 &8vw.—qneTRed Yeom
o NSOy 53D

1 9 w@dnw—mia Oac cuvadaln
2EDS wo BT 202, & 67,68,323

31 b ‘E&vﬁrq.—g{_ﬂraﬁmﬁrs 9 FFELD
wrd@uuenin, @e. l.—uelurerfier 2en&@Ehu
Caugarapd pug.sesid, e5. 67,68,323
HeAp 31.-—-GOVE13NI\.![ENT PRESS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 6,768,323

“31 2» Blvowd 1 o» wdOWme wemm
S 67,68,323 2 9eC ¢v o ADwD e DS
ape” o g’ me um G, s wom
N

31 9» &Jwewd 1 °» wdemes gu
edaAmeud oMmOuw wOwud HBIs wy «B
Bewda wém» G2

1967 gewdedy 23

906
— sz 3end
Qb UASGEULGHTLD,
Gergasliu@uns

“31 g sy, 1
er. 67,68,323 oy eulanrullm
oTeh ell@ al@Estul® am msOSTeTemULLLS.

31 gth gLy, 1 2ylb QUTEGLILIGRTD i L euleor
Blev @2aorwe) LenlléasULlL gl

Question, “ That the sum of
Rs. 6,768,323 for Head 31, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 31, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 2» ulenu—wmEm» o D—y»nSHISHD
8se®, &. 1,10,36,722

urs@uuenih @Qo. 3.—uflureers G ayseT—
Bew® aime; Graey, 5. 1,10,36,722

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 11,036,722

“31 9» Qluowd 2 2 wlems w@ewm
Si. 1,10,36,722 = 82C ¢o o Amwd aRET D
aRe” @ gd e Sum GIY, mwm uddn
Ses.

31 22 Alvewsd 2 2» =dWma ¢
eC APcud emluw wmBwd BIw @B «8
Hewdo adém» ¢

“3l o s%uiy, 2 oubh TEGUUGNLL eRUT
1,10,36,722 oyt alamriilp GsidsuiuGuons 6T gD)JLD
@ desstu G anmeE@snereriulL g.

31 b 2Ly, 2 oyl uNEGUUD L cudesT
Bled @2mwrws uefdsiiul .

Question, sThat the sum of
Rs. 11,036,722 for Head 31, Vote No. 2,

be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 31, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 2 w00Nw—wcn & P—Qcam Bwued,
&. 39,32,010

auré@Luen  @e. 3—uflutees  Qraeyser—
2&600UTHL Craey, erum 39,32,010

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 3,932,010

“31 2 Alwewd 3 O» wOOWes BEM
S 39,32,010 = 8e@ ¢co o Anwd GDEP DG
Qs ” wn gl D Bum I, um =80n
Ses.

31 2 &vewd 3 2» wleman cs
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“381 b g%y, 3 b QUTSGUUGHTD  EBUT
39,32,010 <oralanulpn Geidésiu@ns ” e6rgyb
@ elesaUulB aphmsbanereTiuLL g.

31 b s2%UL, 3 Lyb QNEGLUUGHTID DjLL
e ulley @%mrwis LenllésLulL g

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 3,932,010 for Head 31, Vote No. 3,
be inserted in the Schedule?”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 31, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

32 2 BBzn.—%HhBm SCE ANERED
e¢nBe@xsY 9D

1 9 wdImu—mnEs 25 AC cvadam «l
N8 we ¢Row Oz, & 2,70,605

32 oyb 'ﬁ%vﬁu_,.—g,wa-‘mﬁm; Quirg1& Fang s
5\ %mr & SerLd

wns@uuenh Q. l.—uefurerfler wepéEhu
Cargarapd LUy sesd, en. 2,70,605

Heap 32.—DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 270,605

“32 9 R3Eewd 1 2 ©Odme wewm
G 2,70,605 © 8@ c¥ oF AP GNED WD
@’ o s de SRum ¢z, ww wldm
Jea.

32 2» Alvewd 1 » uedmne ¢
e AMeuH enduw wmSwd BRI @ @B
Bowwa DE» G

“32 g sy, 1 ob eré@GUuUeID, 5.
2,70,606 o aawllh Corésliu@ons ” eorgnih
dley NBssIULE ahHmECETETeTLLLL gl

32 gyh g%y, 1 @b eun&@Liuenih 2/t dear
ufley (@2aorwits UewilEsLLL g
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 270,605

for Head 32, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 32, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 2» uldnw.—wEm m:eaf‘sg—gm‘d;a?smm
Jwe®, &. 90,154 '

amdguuann @, 2.—ulureerd Qsee)ser—
iemBa i QFae), e5. 90,154

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recumrent Expenditure, Rs 90,154

“32 9 QRlzowd 2 D» wuldmw wewm
G 90,151 » 2¢C ¢¥ eC AN FHEY WE
@M’ wm @ e dum Y, siw Om
e,

Bewldn 93%) @eHVC®
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— 062 Wend
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e AMewB cmluw wmOwd HIw wp «B
Bewda @é®» CGE.

“32 gy s, 2 2D @TEGUUETD EHLIT
90,154 orLaanllh GCsidsluGLNs ”  ergpibd
ey WessLULE ahHpSCETeTILLL .

32 b S%ULy, 2 Qb UTEGLUGHLD 9L 6T
ey Q) UellSSUIULL G

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 90,154

for Head 32, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 32, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 9 @D —cy o H—geRm» Baed,
. 5,00,000

arsguuann @e. 3.—ufluraes GEaeser—
g sslGurmL GFaa), esur 5,00,000
Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 500,000

“3 9 QR¥uewd 3 2 wddme wgw

&. 5,00,000 = @ec ¢c¥ oF ADWR e BE

ane”? om sdHe Soum i, wm =om

e,

32 9m» &Zwewd 3 D» wlOdmw (¥
o AMonR emmOu WOl BFaw @y «I
Bewdo Dém G

“32 gyib s, 3 Qb IEGUUGLD eBLIT
5,00,000 o alamllh Grrésuu®ons ”  eTgpib
ey GsslUl® an psbasnereniulL g.

32 gy 5%y, 3 b AUTEGUILGD B L @Il
lev @%worwis UeRllGSULLL &I,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 500,000
for Head 32, Vote No. 3, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 32, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

33 2 SIBE—GDED M JFBBIKB
SICD eceiNe@sY 5D

1 9» wldne—mndc 0 ¢ exadolwm
SEHE v B %, &. 16,62,612

33 b s —@QpEGLE T HDILEE

SUQUurl Lreri 5w &serth

ams@ruemn @, 1.—ualureriear 2erE@ML

Gaugeraph Vpuigsesin, e5. 16,62,612

HEAD 33.—DEPARTMENT OF CONTROLLER OF
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,662,612

“33 2 REuewd 1 2 wddme ©wew™m
& 16,62,612 2 @eC ¢z o AP e D€

@ ” wm g Do Boum cix, wm =08
B
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 1,662,612 for Head 33, Vote No. 1,

be inserted in the Schedule?”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 33, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 9 wOdnu—mEw mED—un&HIEND
Swe®, &. 4,21,900

ams@luad @Qe. 2. —uflureers CsweyseT—
Bam® aumh Gsaa), 5. 4,21,900

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 421,900

“33 9 RBuowB 2 I» wdOme weow
i 4,21.900 » €¢C 8 o AMeD ey e
K0’ wm S¢He Sum GIyY, wwm wddnm
8.

33 2» &lvewd 2 I9m» w@Edme o
e aMeud cmlum wmSwd HABIJw gz «i
Bewdo wmé» &

“33 g s, 2 b @TSGUUED eBUT
4,21,900 oitaorlh Grisslu@uons ”  eTenilb
@ &N@saL @ omhmstarereriuL g.

33 o g%y, 2 gyb unEGLUGID DL a T
e @2eorwis URASSLILILL &),

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 421,900
for Head 33, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 33, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

170 2 ECuw.—y2nsm cHmuDéen

1 9» wPodma—mnie 0457a¢ czadwfm
SBERNE ey ¢BR 0%, & 2,56,398

170 opth o) —CLrs@ars s Qevins&i
rs@uued, @w. 1.—ualurerier oyem6@Mu
Cagarapd pLigsentb, e5. 2,56,398
HEAD 170.—MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 256,398
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(The Chairman)

You may speak, but be short.
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That is trus, but at the same time
it is your Whip who has given you
time.
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His qualification is a mechanical
qualification. He has no knowledge
whatsoever about electricity and
electric trains. He is not qualified to
give advice on this matter.

I am reverting to English because :
I have to make certain quotations.

Mr. Rampala met this Cabinet
Sub-Committee and gave absolutely
false evidence before them to back
up his claim that diesel hydraulic
units are the best. In the first
instance, he made false representa-
tions to the Cabinet Sub-Committee
that Ceylon has 37 diesel hydraulic
units. It is on that argument that he
persuaded the Cabinet Sub-Commit-
tee to decide on diesel hydraulic
units. With full responsibility I state
on the Floor of this House that
Ceylon does not have a single diesel
hydraulic locomotive running today
—not one. He took advantage of the

Bew]dn ©5I%5) SeFDE®G
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fact that none in this Cabinet Sub-
Committee knew anything about the
subject, and they were almost hypno-
tized and mesmerized by Mr. Ram-
pala’s technical explanation of the
subject.

In Ceylon there are 37 diesel
hydraulic power-coaches. The history
of those power-coaches is also inter-
esting. The power-coaches were also
imported into Ceylon on the sole

recommendation of Mr. Rampala
against the advice of technical
officers. From the day those

hydraulic power-coaches arrived in
Ceylon, they have been giving
trouble. The electrical units have
given trouble, the plates have cracked
and up to date they are giving
trouble.

We do not have a single hydraulic
locomotive. But he used the term
“unit” instead of saying “ power-
coach” on the one hand and put for-
ward extracts from a report taken
out of context and convinced this
Cabinet Sub-Committee that we have
tested diesel hydraulic locomotives.

In other words, he is a liar. I am
sorry to have to use this term. He
has lied to the Sub-Committee in
order to enable certain tenderers to
get this tender. It is a serious
matter. Otherwise, I would not have
spoken in this strain. I have nothing
against him.

ks

T e | a

o0& o5, 2B, &. 8. DETSH B
(Qsorrar erer. eré, @r. Grib. SHEw)T Sar )

(The Hon. N. H. A. M. Karunaratne)
He is defenceless.

Béeed WS .
(8w FrCrdsr)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

I know.
defenceless.

The country is also

I have to point out to the Hon.
Minister that this is a sum of money
we have to keep on repaying for 20
te 25 vears. :
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o& yG e
(Qserreu QD (HE )
(The Hon. Hurulle)
Not so long.

Séeedf DS Ocsn.
(Bl HrCséar)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

Say, 10 or 15 years, does it make
much of a difference ? But the fact
is that we have to keep repaying the
Rs. 65 million. This is not a gift that
we are getting. If Mr. Rampala is
defenceless, I am sorry. But this is
also a thing that cannot be remedied
once you decide on getting the loco-
motives, unless you provide that if we
come into power and if we find that
this is unsatisfactory this can be can-
celled, which I am sure Mr. Rampala
or you are not prepared to do.

Mr. Rampala also misquoted
another report. He convinced this
Cabinet Sub-Committee that in
Britain they have decided to have
diesel hydraulic locomotives in pre-

ference to diesel electries.

aé aaced

(Qaerreu r@p‘ﬂ@é\}@))

(The Hon. Hurulle)

In fairness to the G. M. R., I must
say that he never made a statement
to that effect. He never made such
a report.

Séoed wé Qe

(8- T rCrsar)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

I am glad the Hon. Minister clari-
fies the situation in that light. That
is how it should be. But I was
informed so. Let that go.

But the Hon. Minister, by not
challenging me on the previous
statement, has accepted the position
that Mr. Rampala convinced them
that we had 37 hydraulic units which
were tested.

Mr. Rampala recommends that
diesel hydraulics are better than
diesel electrics. Why ? Because we
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had a few power-coaches that gave
trouble! So how is it that Mr.
Rampala convinces the Sub-Commit-
tee that diesel hydraulics are supe-
rior to diesel electric units in Ceylon
when diesel hydraulic locomotives
have never been tried in Ceylon ?

ad yaceC

(Qserrar an=HeO®)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

In fairness to him, I might explain
straightway that he never made
any specific recommendation with
regard to diesel hydraulics or diesel
electrics. He has recommended both

types.

@nle Y. 28. euedd

(sar 5 erer. erib. QuGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Then how do you come to choose
the hydraulics ?

a& aaCeC

(QzarTal ‘@)‘ﬂ@@bsﬁ)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

We decided on hydraulics in res-
pect of Class III. He made the
recommendation that it should be
diesel hydraulics for the hilly coun-
try. In respect of Classes I and II,
that is, shunters and for flat country,
he recommended either diesel elec-
trics or diesel hydraulies.

Séeced DS .

(8. ArCrssr)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

This is something new. This con-
troversy has been going on. I have
come out with what I had to say on
the Floor of this House and in the
press on this matter, but never has
the Hon. Minister or the Government
or Mr. Rampala or any representaive
taken up that position. That is a new
position.

a& aac e
(Qsermras am=Heae )
(The Hon. Hurulle)

You are at liberty to have a look
at the papers.
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LITNBBY
(258 rm i)
(The Chairman)
The hon. Member is saying that it
is a new position. It is not so. What

the Hon, Minister says is that he had
not earlier given you the position.

b WS Des.

(8@ HrCsasr)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

That is what I mean—not that the

Hon. Minister is taking up a new
position.

o adced

(Qaerros an=mHa®)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

May I explain ? Instead of enter-
ing into an argument in the press I
thought it best that I clarify it in the

Committee stage of the Budget
Debate. :

8éeed DS dcan.
(Bm. HrCssar)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

I went to the press because he
challenged me to go out and say it.
Every time I say something I am
challenged to say it outside. I always
accept such challenges.

Now the position is that without
the advice of Mr. Rampala the Cabi-
net has decided on something about
which they know nothing. Then a
more serious position arises. Mr.
Rajagopal, the Chief Mechanical Engi-
neer, and all the engineering staff of
the Railway are in absolute agree-
ment that di¢sal hydraulics should not
be purchased for Ceylon. This is a
very peculiar situation. Here is a man
who is the most qualified on the
subject—[Interruption].

@8 duY. 98, cueld

(soor G erer. erib. QuUGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That makes the position much
worse. '

Bewddm 9535 eFDE®
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déed’wmé .

(B A rCssar)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

Much worse. I am glad the Hon.

Minister admitted that.

ol G e

(Qserres an=mHeow®)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

The recommendation was, either
diesel hydraulics or diesel electric for
Class 1 and 2, and for Class 3 hydrau-
lics for the hilly country. So, we
accepted that.

g8k DuY. 8. cueld
(8T B 5 erer. erib. GiGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Hon. Minister admits that
there is a serious difference of opinion
between the Chief Mechanical Engi-
neer and Mr. Rampala. And, as bet-
ween those two, why did you choose
hydraulics when other competent
engineers have been recommending
something else ? They have been
pointing it out all the time.

a& aaded

(Cserras an=mra®)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

I will explain it in my reply.

Béetd DS s
(Bm. FrCsrssT)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

Yes, Sir, we will make our case, and
if the Hon. Minister can meet our case
it is all to the good. The purpose of
my argument is to see where adjust-
ments can be made, if they have to
be made.

The Hon. Minister on his own ad-
mission now states that it was not
entirely on Mr. Rampala’s recom-
mendation that they decided. He
started by saying: “In fairness to
Mr. Rampala, let me say that

1\;[11". Rampala did not recommend
thigat?
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ad& y&id e
(Qserrer am=cmae)
(The Hon. Hurulle)
What I said was that he did not

recommend diesel hydraulics only ;
he recommended both types.

Séeed mé .

(8w FrCsdsr)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

Now, let me get this clear. Mr.

Rampala did not recommend one or
the other. He recommended both.

o a&ced
(Cserrar an~=groe)
(The Hon. Hurulle)
Yes.

Séees’ ™S Dasn.

(8- HrCsréar)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

The Cabinet, on the advice of the

Minister, has now decided on a parti-
cular purchase —

o& a&ced
(Qaserrar am=aree)
(The Hon. Hurulle)
I will reply.

Séces déE Ocqn.
(8- FrCsrsar)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

— on a particular tender. The
tender is for the purchase.

aé adc e
(Qzorrar an=@Hae)
(The Hon. Hurulle)

That is right, but the sub-committee
took into consideration certain other
factors. I will explain in my reply.

@D8s Y. DO. euedd
(soor§G erer. erb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is a matter in dispute.
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(B Kr@ssar)
(Mr. Weerasekera)
That is a matter in dispute. Now

my argument is against the decision
of the sub-committee or the Minister.
On the one hand there is the diesel
hydraulic, and on the other various
types of diesel electric. I am not
bothered as to which firm supplies
them. That will, of course, depend on
various other factors like the price
and the terms. But the technical
question as to whether it should be
diesel hydraulic or diesel electric is
what I am worried about, because we
cannot afford to make a mistake
which cannot be remedied.

Now, the diesel hydraulic low
coach, according to expert opinion, in-
cluding British experit opinion, needs
more constant overhaul. Mr. Rampala
cannot argue against that, because
diesel hydraulic low coaches have not
been tested here, and the few diesel
power coaches that were tested here
for the last ten to fifteen years prove
my contention. They need an over-
haul every 10,000 running hours as
against the diesel electric low coach
which needs an overhaul every 30,000
running hours. Why ? Because diesel
electric low coach engines are slower
running. By the engine I mean the
power unit. The engine works a gene-
rator, the generator develops electri-
city, and it is the electricity that
drives the unit. So, you do not have
to keep revving the engine up or
lowering the engine speed when you
want to increase the speed of a diesel
electric unit; when it comes to a
heavy gradient there is no gear
change or anything else. The engine

speed actually drops on a heavy gra-
dient. The load increases and the
voltage is increased, and the engine
pulls up. As against that in the diesel
hydraulic engine the engine speed
itself is revved up towards the
hydraulic drive. It is a high speed
engine. The wear and tear is heavier.
That is one argument against the
diesel hydraulic.
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The second argument is that in the
diesel electric the engines are
interchangeable. There is shunting
engine or Class I or Class II engine.
So the spare parts and maintenance
costs are much lower. We cannot
think only in terms of purchase price.
The life span of this engine is ex-
pected to be about 25 years. The
amount of repairs, overhaul and re-
placement over a period of 25 years
is an important factor and should be
taken into consideration; but this
has not been taken into consideration
by the Minister and the sub-com-
mittee that has now decided to pur-
chase one type of locomotive.

My third argument is that in Ceylon
we have had considerable experience
with diesel electric locomotives. In
1950 we bought certain diesel electric

locomotives of fthe M. I. class. Here
‘also, instead of buying ready
made  engines, Mr. Rampala,

this great engineer, gave a spe-
cial specification and made the sup-
plier manufacture engines on that
separate specification. On that we
have had trouble right through. In
repairing these during the last several
years several people have got consi-
derable experience in diesel electric
locomotive engineering and we have
the equipment for maintaining these
locomotives.

If we buy these hydraulic engines
we shall need a separate air-condi-
tioned or partly air-conditioned
factory for maintenance and over-
haul. That is one thing against us.
It is a highly specialized unit that
needs very special handling and
attenltion. I think experts will have
to come here and train our people. We
have to get fresh machinery for
repairs.

In the whole world of main lines,
for example, there are 30,000 diesel
electric locomotives as against only
2,000 diesel hydraulics. In all the main
railways in the world—in England, in
Canada, in most of (the European
railways, in India, from where we
can get advice and reports—they
have diesel electric locomotives be-

Bewddn 9535 @eHVC®
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cause they have tested and tried it,
Britain has also decided that in
future all itheir locomotives are going
to be diesel electric and not diesel
hydraulic.

g. en. 7.30

There are only 2,000 diesel
hydraulic locomotives and that too in
Germany. Why ? Because of patent
difficulties. To avoid the heavy patent
charges [they have to pay the
private companies that run the
railways there, they have decided on
diesel hydraulics. It is purely a
iquestion of patent rights. DBritain
has tested both and there is a report
there which categorically says that,
comparing the two types, the diesel
electric is far superior to any other—
more economical, easier to maintain,
lower fuel costs and longer inter-over-
haul running period. In any long-term
planning these considerations are
much more important than even the
purchase price. Our object should
be to save foreign exchange
on diesel o0il as -opposed to
coal. The cost of coal as against the
cost of diesel oil is going Ilto be the
principal factor involved, not so
much modernization, which is also
one of the factors. But the most
important matter we mentioned in
the Throne Speech Debate was the
saving on fuel. The fuel cost for
diesel hydraulic engines is about one-
third more than the fuel cost for
diesel electric engines. The diesel
electric engine needs less fuel than
the diesel hydraulic engine. So one
of the most important factors that
we should bear in mind in deciding
which make of engine to buy is the
fuel cost.

All these factors should be taken
into consideration together with the
opinion of the experts of the Ceylon
Railway, starting from the Chief
Mechanical Engineer, an authority on
this subject, who has sent a special
memorandum to the Cabinet and to
Mr. Rampala explaining fully the
reasons why we should not touch
the diesel hydraulic engine. That is
in addition to expert opinion from
Britain, Canada and so many
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other countries that wuse diesel
electric  locomotives. Our Chief
Mechanical Engineer, who is paid by
us specifically to advise us on these
matters—he was called upon to
advise in connection with this matter
—submitted a memorandum on the
subject which Mr. Rampala rejected.
I do not know whether the Minister
1S going to say that Mr. Rampala did
not reject it but that he himself
rejected it, but my information is
that Mr. Rampala rejected this
memorandum. In that case Mr.
Rajagopal, the Chief Mechanical
Engineer, is not suitable for the post
he holds. That is also a matter
tthe Minister might take up to main-
tain this untenable position they have
got into.

o0& paced

(Q@ersra; QD= IH )

(The Hon. Hurulle)

I shall give my reasons when 1
reply.

Séeel S Vs,

(8. BrCsssr )

(Mr. Weerasekera)

What are the reasons you are
going to give? Till you give the
reasons I have no alternative but to
enlarge on my argument,

o0& n&iceE
(Csermrey aD=THO® )
(The Hon. Hurulle)

I shall prove it by documentary
evidence.

déeed S cm,

(B@. Brlrésr)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

Well and good. That is what we
expect from you. We expect the Hon.
Minister to try to convince us that
he is right and we, and all the other
authorities on this subject, are
wrong ; that the British experts are
wrong ; [that our Chief Engineer is
wrong.

Newspapers also have taken this
matter up. The newspapers that
fought gallantly to free the:-people
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from Marxism, the press that was
supposed to kill us, are voicing the
opinion of so many. The public and
the experts in Ceylon have all come
out in favour of the diesel electric
engine. The Hon. Minister, like
Horatius guarding the bridge, stands
firm and says that he is right—
[Interruption].

I shall now quote to you some
passages from newspapers which I
would like to go into HAansArp. I am
doing this because some day if we
are in a position to rectify this posi-
tion we shall have fair evidence for
the purpose and if possible to stop
payment after we come into power, if
this is proved to be a dud purchase.

This Government goes and makes
a blunder. I do not think you can
expect our future Finance Ministers
to tax the people more to pay a bad
debt.

I shall now refer you to some of
the documents and evidence from
which Mr. Rampala is supposed to
have—I use the words “supposed to
have” because the Minister says he
has not given a report to the Cabinet;
but I believe he has—convinced the
Cabinet and the Minister that diesel
hydraulic engines are the best.

I refer to an article appearing in
the “ Daily News ” of August 21, 1967.
The article is headed, “ Diesel Elec-
trics vs. Diesel Hydraulies. ” This has
been written by a special correspon-
dent and not by me. My article
appeared on an earlier date. This is
by a special correspondent who
seems to know his subject. I would
ask the Hon. Minister not to put this
aside as something written at the
instance of any particular tenderer.
This is a fair and scientific analysis
of the matter to prove that Mr. Ram-
pala does not know what he is
talking about, or that he has deli-
berately misled the Cabint Sub-
Committee and the Hon. Minister.

I quote :

“The following are two of the most
important statements in Mr. Rampala’s
report which are inaccurate ;:—”
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Mr. Rampala says he is accurate,
and the correspondent says he is not.

“ (1) In the C. G. R. there are 45 Diesel
Hydraulic FPower Units as against
Diesel Electric Locomotives. Both these
types have had their troubles but Diesel
Hydraulic type of Locomotives are more
suitable for Ceylon conditions than Diesel
Electrics. ”

That is Mr. Rampala’s statement.

“ (2) The report (referring to the com-
parative report made by the British Rail-
ways) also states that where long con-
tinuous grades have to be surmounted
with heavy tonnage Hydraulic type can
be attractive. One reason why the
British Railways tried out the Hydraulic
type was to avoid the need to set up an
enlarged department for electrical main-

tenance. Both these points are very
applicable to the conditions in the
c. G- R.”

That is Mr. Rampala’s second

statement. The article goes on:

«The first statement set out above is
erroneous for the following reasons :—

(1) These power units are power
coaches and not locomotives. We have
not a single Diesel Hydraulic Locomotive
in Ceylon, though we have 45 Diesel
Hydraulic Power Coaches which were im-
ported into Ceylon at the instance of the
Super Engineer Mr. Rampala and which
broke down on several occasions and gave
considerable trouble.

(2) According to Mr. Rampala the
power coaches had trouble, which is
correct. He says that the diesel electrics
also had trouble, thereby suggesting that
both have had trouble. The diesel elec-
trics gave trouble because Mr. Rampala
permitted an inexperienced English com-
bine to experiment at the expense of
Ceylon and not for any other reason. The
Diesel Electrics not supplied by this com-
pany have given trouble free service. &

The diesel electrics that gave
trouble were only those which the
super engineer, Mr. Rampala, got
down from the combine consisting
of three firms which had not made
3 single locomotive during the period
of their existence.

To read further :

« (3) Mr. Rampala is inaccurate with
regard to the figures and this is something
which one does not expect from an engi-
neer. The following are the correct
figures :

In the Railway (broad-guage) there
are 47 Diesel Electric Locomotives and not
a single Diesel Hydraulic Locomotive, 23
Diesel Electric Railcars as against 5 Diesel
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Hydraulic Railcars, and 45 Hydraulic
Power Coaches as against no Diesel Elec-
tric Power Coaches. If one takes the total
of the power units including locomotives,
power coaches and railcars, there are 70
Diesel Electric units as against 50 Diesel
Hydraulic units. ”

So, we have diesel electric power
coaches but not a single diesel electric
locomotive or railcar. In this respect
Mr. Rampala’s statement is abso-
lutely false. It is not merely a mislead-
ing statement ; it is false.

Further down, the article states:

“The second statement made by
Mr. Rampala referred to above is wrong
for the following reasons :

(a) No doubt the British report says
that where long continuous grades have
to be surmounted with heavy tonnage
hydraulic type can be attractive.
Mr. Rampala in his report says that this
point is applicable to conditions in Ceylon.
In Ceylon the main problem is that we
have to surmount not only grades but
frequent curves on the up-country runs.
The British report nowhere says that
Diesel Hydraulics can be attractive to
negotiate such curves. The British report
refers to straight runs and not to the type
of curves we have in Ceylon.

(b) In the second statement referred to
above Mr. Rampala says, “One reason
why the British Railways tried out the
Hydraulic type was to avoid the need to
set up an enlarged department for elec-
trical maintenance ” and he says that this
is also applicable to Ceylon. What
Mr. Rampala wanted the Tender Board
to believe by this statement is that in
England they tried out Diesel Hydraulics
to avoid setting up an enlarged depart-
ment for electrical maintenance and that
therefore we also should use Diesel
Hydaulic and thus avoid an enlarged de-
partment for electrical maintenance.

But what does the report say ? "—

Mr. Rampala has quoted the report
up to this point and stopped at that.
I read further:

— “It says °‘electric transmission on
Diesel Locomotives was favoured because
of existing facilities and experience of
comparable components in electric trac-
tion and 160 out of an initial order placed
in 1955 for 174 Diesel Locomotives 0
various types were specified to have this
transmission. ”

Now, this gives a different turn t0
Mr. Rampala’s quotation from the
same report.
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Let us see what the exceptions
are.

“The remaining 14 Locomotives had

Hydraulic transmission and were allo-
cated to the Western Region which have
no electric traction of its own, which
favoured the use of this transmission
partly as a result of observations made in
Germany and partly to avoid the need to
set up an enlarged department for elec-
trical maintenance. What this means is
that at the time that these Hydraulics
were ordered the Western Region of
British Railways were having steam
engines and not electric traction. They
would have had a general electrical shop
to cater to the requirements of steam
engines. So the Western Region preferred
the 14 Diesel Hydraulics so that they may
not have to enlarge the workshops to
cater to Diesel Electrics.”
In the whole of England, out of 174
diesel locomotives, they decided on
160 Diesel Electric Locomotives,
whereas as an exception, in the
Western Region, where they had the
old model steam engines and no
facilities for maintenance of diesel
coaches, they preferred 14 diesel
hydraulics.

In his report Mr. Rampala takes
the extract out of its context and
tries to convince the Tender Board
that in the whole of England they
‘have decided on diesel hydraulics
because electrical maintenance is
difficult. He is supposed to be a
technical man. He is not a lawyer.
In the case of a lawyer I can under-
stand if he juggles with the available
facts or utters falsehoods to get his
client out. But here is a technical
expert juggling with technical data
to push through a particular tender.
So, are we not entitled to treat his
advice with suspicion when such a
big amount of money is involved and
when he is about to retire ? Why
cannot we retire this man and avoid
all Ithis trouble ? That way would be
better for him and better for us.

That is not all. I quote :

“In his report Mr. Rampala equates
the entirety of the British Railways to
the Western Region which was using
steam and no electric traction at all at
the time this region opted for the
Diesel Hydraulics.

He also says that this point is applicable
to conditions in Ceylon when in_ fact
Ceylon has had experience of Diesel Elec-
tric traction for several vears and already
has the workshop facilities to cater to
Diesel Electric traction.”
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His own argument is, even for those
14 diesel locomotives, in Ceylon we
have facilities for repairs of diesel
electric locomotives and none for
maintenance or repairs of diesel
Hydraulic Locomotives. So using his
own argument, I do not see how the
Hon. Minister can get up and say that
on the evidence he has we must
decide on diesel hydraulics. I hope
the facts available to him will not be
similar to what he said the other day
in the House regarding Boeings. He
said that there are no Boeings in
Asia. It is in HANSARD. The Hon.
Minister was given some dud infor-
mation or dead rope. If he would just
walk into Air India International and
ask them, they would tell him that
there are many Boeings even in India.
Two days after the Hon. Minister’s
statement, our papers advertised a
new Boeing flight through Ceylon to
Australia or Singapore. So much for
the documents and evidence sup-
plied by Mr, Rampala who is
adamant and who has made up his
mind for some reason or other that
it has to be diesel hydraulics. I do
not want to be unfair by him by
attributing the reasons. I have my
suspicions ; others have their suspi-
cions ; let them stand as suspicions.

g. e, b.4H

Then, Sir, Mr. Rampala persuaded
a former Minister to go in for colour
light signals. That is another instance
where Mr. Rampala’s advice was
taken by a Minister—one of our
Ministers. He is very clever! And
we went in for colour light signals
and from that day for repairs, main-
tenance and spare parts we are
spending foreign exchange. Colour
light signals are very useful during
rush hours. During the rest of the
day when there is no rush and fewer
trains running the colour light
signals serve no purpose at all. For
a few hours’ use we have invested
millions of rupees and are continuing
to spend lakhs and lakhs on the
maintenance of the colour light

signals:
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I wish to say a few words about
Mr. Rampala’s administrative ability.
I want to do this just to convince the
Hon. Minister that he has to be very
careful with this man. We are being
very kind to the Hon. Minister. We
are presuming that either it is igno-
rance on his part or he trusts this
man too much. Despite that, if the
Hon. Minister takes the wrong step,
then we cannot be so kind and polite
to him. To save him from his own
advisers I wish to point out to him
Mr. Rampala’s administrative ability.

There was a case recently—I think
it was towards the end of the pre-
vious regime—when a security officer
of the railway was caught smuggling.
I believe he was one Wijeratne. The
hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) himself asked a
Question on this matter. I wish to
read to you now from the “Sun 2 of
August 17, 1965. It reads :

“ Below Decks.

Is it not ironical that security men
themselves are being trailed and hounded
by others of the same class but of a
different clan? Our man going places
asked those in authority what action has
been taken against that railway security
officer who had smuggled thousands of
rupees worth of goods from India when
returning with his family from a holiday
there. It is one thing for this official to
have paid the Rs. 1,000 fine imposed for
the offence but it is yet another thing
why no departmental action has been
initiated against him. The officer is back
at his desk to the dismay of his own
union men who have now taken up the
matter with the Minister of Communica-
tions. While saluting the honesty of the
union we also commend the resolution
that the union proposes to move at the
annual general meeting demanding the
immediate removal of this officer.”

What happened after that ? I think
this officer’s name must be engraved
in the pages of Hansarp. I do not
see why it should not be. He is
Mr. V. D. K. Wijeratne, a security
officer. He was caught smuggling by
the customs and the police flying
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squads. He had passed the port of
entry. After that information leaked
out. He was chased and way-
laid at Anuradhapura. When the
flying squad reached the train at
Anuradhapura and entered the com-
partment in which this security
officer was, they found not only him
but other senior officers of the rail-
way sharing the spoils with him.
When detected he was fined ; he paid
the fine. In other words, he was

guilty.

The union took up the matter. Four
officials of the union met the Hon.
Minister. But what happened after
that ? This security officer is still
there but those four officers who saw
the Minister are no longer there.
Every one of the officers who took
up the matter was thrown out. How
can this Minister who told us only
the other day that he is so good to
the workers say that he has been
good to these officers ?
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The only mistake [they made was
that they did not consult you.
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aur )

(Mr. V. Annamalay—Appointed Mem-
ber)

I am indeed happv to follow the
hon. Member for Dehiowita (Mr.

Weerasekera). He has taken much
pains and time in collecting
facts and fiures to place

before the Hon. Minister on this
very important matter However,
I think, if he had devoted a little
more time and thought to the ques-
tion of how best we can get rid of
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[qzf 2@ecE dw.]
the locomotives and replace them
with electric trains, he would have
done some service to the country.

Recently, I had the opportunity to
go to Japan and to see the progress
made there. In Japan, electric
trains cover a distance of about four
hundred miles in a matter of three
hours. While other countries are in
the Atomic Age, we seem to be still
in the Stone Age. While they are
progressing further and further,
improving the living conditions of
their people and providing them
with more facilities, we are far
behind them and we are purchasing
the machinery that they are
discarding.

I suggest to the Hon. Minister that,
instead of trying to spend foreign
exchange on these locomotives, he
should assist the Government, which
is at the moment engaged in plan-
ning to develop this country, by
planning ten to twenty years ahead
so that we may at least run electric
trains on short distance lines from
Polgahawela to Colombo. I was
able to travel in these electric trains
when I was in Japan. It was a very
pleasant experience.

I believe we are at the moment
trying to extend air travel facilities.
The people who will benefit by it
are the people who are well off. I
feel that we must do everything
possible to improve the lot of the
large majority who travel by train.

The Hon. Minister must send
some of the officers who are in
charge of the transport service to
advanced countries so that they
may see for themselves how the
transport services are run, what
facilities are afforded to ftrain

travellers, and come back and im-
prove our own services. It serves
no purpose criticizing the general
manager or the chief engineer.
What we must do is, send our own
officers to advanced countries to
study the transport serwices there.
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I do agree that we must purchase
some locomotives to overcome the
present difficulties, but, at the same
time, I request the Minister to do
everything possible to introduce a
modern and up-to-date train service.
We shall not find it difficult to
operate electric trains in this coun-
try because most of the lines do not
run through  hilly areas. Our
country is a small country and the
mileage to be covered is very small.

I do not have the time to
elaborate on this point as time is
running out. However, I would
like to bring to the notice of the
Hon. Minister the position of the
train service as it prevails rtoday.
The “ Podimenike” runs up to
Nanu Oya. At Nanu Oya it termi-
nates, and there are no connecting
trains to Bandarawela and Badulla.
Thus, passengers get stranded at
Nanu Oya or at Polgahawela. I
request the Hon. Minister to take
some action to remedy this position.
Today we can go from one country
to another, covering thousands of
miles, in a few hours, but in our
own country we can only travel at
a snail’'s pace. I earnestly ask the
Minister to look into this matter
and see that people are not com-
pelled to waste their time at
Polgahawela Junction or at Nanu
Oya, and to improve the train
service by having a connecting
train from Nanu Oya to Badulla for
passengers who travel on the Batti-
caloa line, the Northern line, and
the Talaimannar line. Those who
travel on these lines have to wait at
Nanu Oya. The connecting train is
only to Nanu Oya. Some special
arrangment should be made.

Then there is a belief that
Mr. Rampala, the General Manager
of Railways, is a headstrong person.
I do not know who Mr. Rampala is.
I have not seen him. I have occa-

sionally spoken to him over the
telephone. But if what they say of
him is true, then that is not a good
quality. He must be subject to
correction. In a democratic society
one.must be able to take criticism.
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Criticism must be accommodated,
and what is constructive must be
made use of. I am only trying to
say what the public feel about it.

Then there is the train that comes
from Talaimannar to Colombo, the

train  which connects the ferry
service : from 1India. There can
be tourists also who travel in

tha‘g if they were to come through
India. This train, once it reaches
Polgahawela, runs as a slow train
and takes about three hours to reach
Colombo, while express trains take
only one hour and 15 minutes, I do
not see any reason why this train
should not run express from
Polgahawela to Colombo.

I was told that fish wagons are
also attached to this train and that
was the reason why the train had to
stop at every station. I hear it is no
longer so. I think in any case this
train should not be delayed. A
train that starts as an express train
should run as an express train
right down to Colombeo.

Then there is a train that runs
from Kandy to Colombo which
ftakes about 45 minutes more to do
that run. There are many em-
ployees who travel to their places of
work from distant places. There are
lawyers who go to Kandy. Then
there are university students who
may be going to Peradeniya and also
coming back. Thirty to thirty-five
minutes, difference, one might say, is
nothing much, but it makes a world
of difference to these busy people.
Therefore, if the train can run from
Colombo to Kandy in 2 hours
and 45 minutes, I see no reason why
the train that starts from Kandy to
Colombo cannot do it within that
time.

I come to lorry licences. Some of
the lorries are weighed at certain
stations before lorry licences can be
issued. They sometimes say those
lorries should be brought down to
the Motor Commissioner’s office to be
weighed. The reason given is that
they do not accept the correct-
ness of the -certificategithat Nig
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given by the station authori-
ties. Well, if they do not believe

what is stated by the station autho-
rities, why should lorry owners be
expected to go down to Colombo ?
Cannot the motor examiner summon
all thosee lorries [to a particular
station and issue the certificates ?
That would save the lorry owners a
lot of inconvenience. They can
notify the lorry owners that the
motor examiner will be calling at
that particular station to examine the
vehicles. The inconvenience that is
caused presently also leads to
corruption, which can be avoided.

Then there is this question of the
people who are going to India. They
are faced with certain problems con-
nected with their luggage. Some of
these people have been told that they
can only take a certain load, about
120 pounds I think, and nothing more.
We would like this matter to be noti-
fied through the press so that they
may be informed in time. If there
are such details made known to the
people, they would be very useful,
especially at a time like this when
several hundreds of thousands will
be leaving this country for India.
These people should be told how
much luggage they can take away
with them. They should be told
about the restrictions at this end and
at the other end. Some of these
people have to leave things behind
and go away and they do not know
what happens to those things that
they leave behind.

Recently, a labourer who was
leaving for India wanted to take with
him a bicycle. He had got a permit
from the Controller of Exports. When
this labourer went to the Nanu Oya
Railway Station with the bicycle
the station authorities refused to
transport the bicycle in that condi-
tion. They wanted it dismantled and

put into a box. The labourer had no
alternative but to leave the bicycle
behind and do his journey. The
bicycle is now in the custody of the
Ceylon ' Workers’ Congress.
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So, Sir, if there are any restric-
tions like this, the public should be
told through the press. That will
avoid unnecessary inconvenience and
hardship.

One thing more. I would appeal to
the Minister to see that an air ser-
vice Ito Kandy and Badulla is estab-
lished. I know the previous Govern-
ment was thinking of establishing an
air service to Kandy and Badulla. Let
the National Government establish it.
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It being 8.30 p.m., the Chairman left
the Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit
again on Thursday, 24th August 1967.

ad DY B35
(Qserrer aueaTel priss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

I wish to move a Supplementary
Estimate.

@nBe Y. D8, euedd
(srf B erer. erb. QUGCTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Can you move a Supplementary
Estimate when there is no Adjourn-
ment of the House ?

aé 25Y BoNGD

(Qaerra eueTel priiss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

No Adjournment has been moved.

@nde 35y, 8. evedl
(sorfS erer. erb. QuUGrmTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have no objection, but you can
have unopposed Business only when
you move the Adjournment. In
terms of the Motion on the Order
Paper, you have to adjourn without
Question put.

Bowids DSBNGEDDNS
(- FLITBTIET SyeuiS6r)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I do not think I can allow it. In
the morning we decided that the

House should adjourn without
Question put. Under the circums-
tances, I do mnot think you can

discuss anything.
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(Csorres aucref pruss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
Then we shall take it up tomorrow.

Bewdss z&aammzssﬁg@s
(e Furprusi Qi Feir )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

It depends on the Motion.

@@’ @z@@
D5 GewauLiy
ADJOURNMENT

OBC8 2 ¢ . 8.30 SHd MPcwsy
BodEn DAHGDDD BB ST De  omm
30m P PwWaAcCE D DD ce.

1967 gexdedz 23

966
DE d@

VY Q@Eacw SO PWMCD
g w. 8310 g¢ » wmuldBw
P, 1967 goddzmy 24 Dm» P
eBY e @ . 930 9 emw BC
Sed .

uQurpg Goow . wu. 8.30 5Kl Lenn
WG 2L FUTKBMUSGT 2(aIf&er oil@allarms e
95 Gl S SMIS6T.

@seing. 9. u. 8.31 4@, sewu
2| ST Gl Q@arenmuw Biiomen 5 5
Deois, 19671 gsevl 24, eflwmps
Qow  @p. fu. 9.30 e e
28 Gleneud St L g).

And it being past 8.30 p.m., MR. DEPUTY
SPEAKER adjourned the House without
Question put.

Adjourned accordingly at 8.31
P.M., until 9.30 A.m. on Thursday
24th August 1967, pursuant to
the Resolution of the House this

Day.
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c. W. E. BRANCHES AT MUTUR AND
KINNIYA : EMPLOYEES INTERDICTED
68/67

29, 3. 0. c@n@d ¢€ Ow. (803
2682 9535))

(@i erib. M. GTE. (PSS Iyell—
epSHTT (PSD )11 & BT )

(Mr. M. E. H. Mohamed Ali—First
Mutur)

btk WOwD GOBeesy FuE &
w6 : Yy &ed By Bwed B8O
2. 6mY. 6&. @G ced DBsY 65y
sBssTed 2D DOHS DB ce
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Pgfed ®H oo HBRG B¢ ?

@) rregrmS Y DNDE FT & GaL L dHE:
APSIT Dawreflur B @L_maser gyerer
sl @pa) Qurss Al PLIGT &5 ST LIGT & K%
sofler o 5GCurssSr WrITag Gaulooud
Amps G A g st Qarermi SarT ?
oying wiruder,  arer Cg{sufi&@éi@&ﬁmra
a@asrul Qaror pLaug &osE wWT? @i
HEHEL_ILI QuuwisEnd o HHCUTS L1 g6t

a;@zb wiremel ?

asked the Minister of State: Were
any employees of the C. W. E.
branches at Mutur and Kinniya
interdicted, and if so, why and what
aetion has been taken against them
and what are their names and desig-

nations ?
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LIT ST LILs Qavefl Hausrr YDESTFIL
Lrrrenwerpé  ariflughauyn)

(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene—Minis-
ter of State and Parliamentary Secretary

to the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence and External Affairs)
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sofler Gue sm@udansser per.

Yes. Mr. A. S. M. Salihu, Salesman,
C. W. E. Depot, Kinniya, has been
interdicted due to a shortage of
stocks at that depot. Investigations
are being conducted by the District
Supervisor. Disciplinary action to be
taken against the interdicted em-
ployee would depend on the results
of -these investigations.
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C. W. E. BRANCHES AT MUTTUR AND KINNIYA :

MANAGERS AND SALESMEN OWING MONEY TO
THE €. W. E.

69/67
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(Mr. Mohamed Ali)
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asked the Minister of State: Will he
table a list of names of managers and
salesmen of C. W. E. branches, Mutur
and Kinniya, who owe money
to the C. W. E. due to leakages and
logses on their part while they were
in service during the period Decem-
ber 1964 to June 1967 giving 'the names
of the managers and salesmen and the
total amounts due from each of them ?

o & . LwudER»
(Qserras Geg. oyi. eyweur ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
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Yes—A statement is tabled.
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The Statement tabled is as follows :
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5,765 16
2,262 25
877 56
7,267 0
8,466 86
4,015 53
4,039 17
2,111 97
696 09
1,223 22
2,195 30

2,04
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Bemenflwr . - . Ge). GTiD. &FEES BV o e 5,765 16
Gy oTlD. 6T&#. Grth. &’ .. 5 X 2,262 25
G . eTiD. HLPUSST - hi <5 877 56
Gong &TlD. GT&. (P&LLE - . e 2w 7,267 O
G or. are. eTn. #MVlG £ = 8,466 86
ppGni 9. 8. er. 2gure ' o = 4,015 53
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Statement of amounts due from managers and ‘salesman at C.W.E. branches,
Mutur and Kinniya

C. W. E. Branch Name of Manager |Salesman Total amount due for shorta-
ges and leakages
Ra.: €.

Kinniya A. L. M. Sadak&thu]la e . 5,765 16
do. M.H. M A ¥ ok 2,262 25

do. I. M. Aboobucker i S 877 56

do. M. H. Mohamed - s 7,267 O

do. A. S. M. Salihu e ors 8,466 86
Mutur P. G. A. Amarapala e = 4,015 53
do. S. Santacroos - o 4,039 17

do. M. S. M. Bakeer 0% e 2,111 91

do. E. M. M. Abdulla 0 s 696 09

do. J. M. T. Menike S S 1,223 22

do. L. H. A. Zar e — 2,195 30
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