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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS [Col. 1717]

PRIVATE MEMBER’S BILL [Col. 1745] :
wildlife Protection Society of Ceylon (Incorporation) Bill—[Mr. Vernon Jonklaas]
Bead the First time

STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS RE.
STATUS OF UNIVERSITIES [Col. 1746]

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ MOTIONS [Col. 1765] :
Paddy Lands Act : Amendment—Motion, by leave, withdrawn.
Consiruction, Repairing and Reconditioning of Roads wused for Agricultural
Purposes—Motion lapsed.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION [Col. 1790] :
Damage caused by recent floods
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The House met at 2 p.Mm., MR. SPEAKER
[Tee Hon. S. C. SHIRLEY CoOReA] in the
Chair.

genER N 8o
Gﬂ@a’:«f@e&@ eurdieped aflentL_sar
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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alGuaan 1 2P S ssmser srewph Burse

MR. G. PIYADASA AND OTHERS, RUPPE :
LOSS OF RICE RATION BOOKS

1. S. 8. 2%. exF S @wn. (DEeesTy)

(8. M. 8. erid. Canrs—eueiiiar)

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath—Walapane)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture
and Food : (a) Is he aware that the
Rice Ration Books (Rice Ration Book
Nos. W 363517, P 237517, C 588061 and
I 324667) belonging to G. Piyadasa,
Podihamine, Baby Nona, and Abey-
ratne, residents of Ruppe, Nildanda-
hinna were lost recently ? (b) Is he
aware that as a result they cannot
obtain rice and other foodstuffs ? (c)
What course of action will he take
to help them out of this position ?
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(The Hon. P. C. Imbulana—Acting
Minister of Agriculture and Food)
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE ALLOCATIONS TO
PRIVATE TEXTILE CENTRES

2. VIR Lwommd O, Py
&8cws)
(Sl  aspwer RUESEETY —%a)auL
9.ur)
(Mr, Lakshman Jayakody—Divula-
pitiya)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs :
(a) During the years 1966 and 1967
how many persons owning private
hand-loom textile centres and pri-
vate power-loom textile centres have
been allocated foreign exchange to
import cotton, rayon and silk yarn ?
What is the amount of foreign
exchange involved ? (b) Will he
state the name, the address and the
exchange allocated, in respect of each
person who was granted an import
quota ? (c) If not, why ?
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(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake—
Minister of Home Affairs)

() G 8388 8 B gosmdm 304
cBewisy BE so BT 150 BE
GRerIw HE@ weon v mensy
Se’w B5HOwsy 1966 ee 1967 (ge
) 'D8usY 0Dy s 26
@) Y BC 8» v e BE wewn Sed@
IB0wsy s WS muwm. 1966—&.
6,86,735. 1967—&. 5,62,000. (a0) @5—
0 @B LB Ped wewsy €. (@)
MB ENBDBE.

@G DNBNEWDNOB, gem BeDB
CiReT D o v Iz B dDw
ImaYemd Dewy 8g n8m G

G GH.

DN BNRDDS)

(FLIT FTUST e &er)

(Mr. Speaker)

BT RO Bear BEedg gmD Sw
oY ed Do Bg D6 2O . OF
Elumw ol 9YH®O & »D &8O
e g mnEed 5Y 50 HODBK

A& Prorad cvsneD
(Qaorres sarps S&priiss)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)
T msYend DEsped

Bew@wef es¥e?

B HOS®

DS 5N DD S

(FLT BTG eui&er )

(Mr. Speaker)

& 8Red eI wsY w8 dsned
B5g BDECO Swewnsy By wd DBwnd
D ey Be DD WG &
26 Bned 8Bovm YI®w gy
T RO WD ®. 2O BOume
s DnEed DR B



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

4723
&8n BEna

Cotn ZNDD HYHIO A w5y D 5Y
g DS

Leonas &LHUGIL. GrrgariulGLremogd  Greameuul]

V(5155 GHleVE &)

CEYLON NAVY : DISMISSAL OF RECRUITS
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asked the Prime Minister, Minister
of Defence & External Affairs &
Minister of Planning & FEconomic
Aftairs and Minister of Information &

Broadcasting: (a) Is he aware
that 44 of the 272 persons
recruited to the Ceylon Navy

after the present Government came
into power were summarily dismissed
on the 3rd of last December without .
any charges being framed against
them ? (b) Is he aware that sub-
sequently on inquiring from the
Navy Commander regarding this
matter, they were informed by him
that they were dismissed because
they did not possess the necessary
qualifications ? (c) Will he state why
no action was taken against the
Interview Board who recruited
them, if the recruits were found
unsuitable ? (d) How many of the
44 persons dismissed were Buddhists,
Catholics and Hindus respectively ?
(e) Will he state the electorates in
which these 44 persons reside ?

od ¢ 3. DT Brnen (2¢C ¢dB)
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gmma’rfﬁ')

(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—
Minister of Finance)
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(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

AC CIT -oC D es IS  ez0d
Mo . ACCITD®D  goznf
dx¥ery & Bewdd®w EB® CWER
ene® edhrwdd. T Dmnn
SMOMRBEDO BEZMH® WDEDNO &
OB BN

Jowe QRO Ag

lBsL Erenlls &S SMEHGT

SPECIAL LEASES OF LAND
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(Mr. K. B. Ratnayake—Anuradhapura)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Will he state
the names and addresses of persons
to whom land has been alienated up
to date under the Special Leases?
(b) Will he give the location of such
land and the extent? (c) What is
the present stage of development of
this land ?

8. 8. 8. cuendW» Ow. (g,
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(Mr. C. P. J. Seneviratne—Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power)

The reply is a very long list. I am
tabling it.
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(Mr. Speaker)

Yes, and a copy will be available
in the Library.
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IMPORT OF LORRY CHASSIS
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asked the Minister of Communica-
tions : (a) How many lorry chassis of
various makes have been imported
since January 1967 up to date? (b)
Will he state the names and addresses
of those to whom these were issued ?
d e
aé& 3. oF. 8. a&celd (Do
L))

(Qserres . arev. 9. ap=maew—CUrsd
WUT GG I NDEFIT)

(The Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle—Minister
of Communications)

(@) @6z DED G 68 Ol
280D B16 8. (q) 89 ; 9@ SO DY
DS cery CA guee @ ey E8xwnY
aDeDY CLBE PO cBww O HHAT.

This also is a fairly long list. I am
tabling it.

DS BN S

(FLITBTLST 96U &er)

(Mr. Speaker)

The same procedure as in the case
of the Answer to Question No. 4 will
be adopted ; that is, a copy will be
given to the hon. Member and a copy
will be available in the Library.

8. 8. 9Caiy®» w.
2500 )

(Bl £. 9. @Qeovksrger—Carberer@e )

(Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)
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(The Hon. Hurulle)

8D Bedew cemen’ BDeRABI. V&Y
HB sd BDedemw g5 gddg 10
DO Deh b D FB O DB
GemD. GenB <nwd Bedemw g
Dy By Dwewsy & Dwbew
ewnd 882 gwdny ©¢md,

QGRS 23 D,

(B@m. Qonsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
& gBeyBed cOmufd Bex'd

nbem B ¢5) gt S BeR®NG ?

od paced
(Qaorrar am=Heve)
(The Hon. Hurulle)
BREN.

OGS 5 Sesn.

(8m. Qonssser)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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MR. PETER PREMASIRI : ASSAULT BY
KIRIELLA POLICE
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Vn.—e emngd DTIIB OFH—
cdmDI)

(B erib. 9. 1 Qerisr @pean ser—
HayermQsr—gm. §. . 9. Qserer—
Qarapbr] FH  eperm kS5 sel
FTTLITS )

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda—on behalf of Mr. P. G. B.
Keuneman—Third Colombo Central)
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Smpressre  ererems Quirdla
Corgar  gerns Frafeyr  ererm
13.6-67 o Quirella: LNCersa; prues

YT 1

Bo@, @rsGeryfl Quirds S P&

BEGL  apeplur®h Qs U1 STC e Licn &
eui yplesrrr? (%) @b apen prirL
Bé@  oppLagsmas a@EsL L g2

YNNG erpplauly s TOESL LB ?

asked the Prime Minister, Minister of
Defence & External Affairs, Minister
of Planning & Economic Affairs and
Minister of Information & Broad-
casting: (a) Is he aware that
Mr. Peter Premasiri of Epitiwala,
Kiriella, has complained on 19.6.67
o thes G P and ‘the & D
(Ratnapura) that he had been
assaulted by I. P. Thirinavakarasu
of the Kiriella Police on 18.6.67
while collecting  donations for
a new buiding at the Sri Suddharma-
ramaya Temple, Epitiwala ? (b)
What action has been or will be
taken on this complaint ?
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(The Hon. Wanninayake—on behalf of
the Prime Minister, Minister of Defence
& External Affairs, Minister of Planning
& Economic Affairs and Minister of
Information & Broadcasting)

(a) Yes. (b) A preliminary inquiry
has been held by the Assistant
Superintendent of Police, Ratnapura,
in connection with this complaint and
disciplinary action is being taken
against the police officer concerned.

1966 £»nS 2D VESH®O BN
295y B8EAc uSwem I
1966 gerauf Gala BmisssH0 FEULCLIMS
Qsfaren &lFnrleawr i SMOLSD

INQUIRIES AGAINST JANUARY 1966 STRIKES :
DELAY
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(Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake—Gampaha)
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asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Will he give the names, posts and
the departments of the govern-
ment servants who were interdicted
for participating in the token strike
of 81.1966? (b) Have the discipli-
nary inquiries against all those
interdicted been completed ? (c) If
not, why ? (d) How many were dis-
continued from service ? (e) Is he
aware that they have appealed to
the Public Service Commission
against discontinuance ? (f) If so,
will he state the reasons for the
delay in the disposal of these
appeals ?

3. SoceE®» Ow. (8cC wdBew
¥y m o D)

(B erer- AivaCrar—mR S yewssitiar
LI I T @R LDGT D sriflwshe )

(Mr. N. Wimalasena—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance)

(a) Yes. I table a list giving the
particulars. The majority of these
officers have since been reinstated
in service. (b) Yes, except for a few
which are still in progress. (¢) Most
of the outstanding inquiries will be
completed shortly. The inquiries have
been delayed in a few cases because
the officers have failed to answer the
charges and have appealed to higher
authorities instead. (d) Four perma-

nent employees and two casual
employees. (e) 1 am aware that the
four permanent employees have

appealed to the Public Service Com-
mission. (f) The appeals have been
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forwarded promptly by the depart-
ments concerned to the Public Ser-
vice Commission. I am not aware of
the reasons for any delay in the dis-

posal of these appeals by the Public
Service Commission.

meammm@@a e 0
(Furprusi seuiser) g
(Mr. Speaker)

As the list tabled is too lengthy for
inclusion in HANsARD, it will be kept
in the Library for reference by hon.
Members.
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GREATER COLOMBO TELECOMMUNICATION
DEVELOPMENT SCHEME : EQUIPMENT
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura
—on_behalf of Mr. Cholmondeley Goone-
wardene—Kalutara)
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications :
(¢) What was the amount of the
original loan granted by the United
Kingdom for the greater Colombo
area telecommunication development
scheme ? (b) Was the loan increased
in 1965-1966 and if so, by how much ?

(¢) What are the names of the
British telephone equipment and
cable manufacturers, who sup-
plied the equipment and

what was the total wvalue of the
orders placed on each manufacturer ?
(e) Did the Chief Engineer of the
Telecommunication Department
obtain written confimation from the
British manufacturers regarding the
names and addresses of their local
agents ?

OS5 oY elq Swd® (docd MDD,
e o g€ wrYedw woR)

(Qsorsas  QuoresrGL_ RULIGH & Tiv— gy
ermss s 00w, surd, s5510 Curs e
QTS B QLD FIT )

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme—
Minister of Public Works, Posts and
Telecommunications)

(@) £2500,000. (b) Yes, by
£ 235, 000. (¢) The names of the
manufacturers who supplied the

equipment and the total value of the
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orders placed so far on each manu-
facturer are as follows: (i) Messrs.
Associated Electrical Industries Ltd.,

£475,592; (ii) Messrs. Automatic
Telephones & Electric Co, Ltd.,
£41,048; (ili) Messrs. FEricsons
Telephone Ltd., £93,945; (iv)

Messrs. The General Electric Co.,
Ltd., £414,532 ; (v) Messrs. Standard
Telephone Ltd., £93,945; (vi)
Messrs. British Insulated Callen-
der Cables Ltd., £ 207,603; (vii)
Messrs. Pirelli General Cable Works
Ltd., £102,297. (d) As far as is
known there are no local agents of
_these British manufacturers in
respect of the C. A. D. S. (e) No;
the question does not arise in view
of (d) above.

S BN DS
(FLITpTLIsT Sjeur&er)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 8.

8ecow » dwn.

( @@ ol reC et )

(Mr- Wimalasena)

I ask for one month’s
answer this Question.

time fto
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Question ordered to stand down.
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ANTI-FILARIASIS CAMPAIGN ! PENSION RIGHTS
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asked the Minister of Health: (a)
Is he aware that even employees with
a continuous service of ten years in
the Anti-Filariasis Campaign are not
entitled to pension ? (b) What is the
number of such employees ? (¢) Will
he take action to grant them pension
rights ? (d) If not, why ?

S0 I ad B
G0Bce wdBel®sy ) o w®)

(S eblwer
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(ceaa)s
5667@&&1——&51r‘51r1

(Mrs. Wimala Kannangara—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Health)

(¢) () 348 (9) oum.
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CONCILIATION BOARDS, BOGODA, TALDENA AND
SORANATOTA
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(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—

on behalf of Mr. K. Y. M. Wijeratne
Banda—Soranatota)
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Justice: (a) On
whose recommendations were mem-
bers appointed to the conciliation
boards of the following village
areas : (1) Bogoda North: (2)
Bogoda South; (3) Taldena; (4)
Soranatota ? (b)Is he aware that the
Village Councils of these areas have
recommended names of persons for
appointment to the Conciliation
Boards ? (¢) Is he aware that it is
unjust to reject the names that have
been recommended and appoint
others instead ? (d) Will he take
action to appoint members of con-
ciliation boards anew on the
recommendations of the village
councils ? (e) If not, why ?

MO SwwuSew @w. (gdmu® o»
@otd M WOw SERAC nEBedsTn
e —elmdsm g eBew’ 8
e@5Ym) eC® ©Dx»DQ)
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SNE — ﬁﬁg;@mma}&rﬁaﬁr
STl NS Friurs)

(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Educa-
tion and Cultural Affairs—on behalf of
the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Justice)

(@) (1) co& edfewnd, (i) cmen
cdeend), (iii) »Feem e (iv)
celememnd »dwen BSDxY wscow
WG wBrTeef wendsy anfemd
. () @D, (@) mecusy =é® Ge
ged 9@ 8@Gawms e won I
Bl end e@m. (&) ©Be8cwemaEsy
cel wendsy wn BEe®E & & gedw
OC wCumdBsy wdiy, C» BBedw
wsy cOm 88 wCww AEH @B &)
B GBNBE.

un’rﬂ'@msﬁ' D&

S. 8. 9. oSy .

(‘@@ M. 9. erib. G‘@D!frﬂ-;)
(Mr. T. B- M. Herath)
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(Mr. T.'B. Tennekoon—Dambulla)
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#eazaSes Sen.
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(Mr. J ayasuriya)

®® ey em BADN.
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el o) e
(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera—-Del*uowﬂa)
ccBR3O sedwed ©OS8 @& VG
9c0 wnf @b BO® 16 cemm O ey
B c¥eed go B9, ceEBI®
c8Bc®Tp o DO gy wsy =6,
oy BD6w D @0 08 Bwe® weesy
s Bedm DD OB erY 5D B
BBed®T ) e e @nBwewnsy &

em o0 BRIB.

DS NGBS

(Fur prusT _ojauiF 6T )

(Mr. Speaker)

That matter came up before and
an answer was given.

Bbeed DS .

(B FrCssaT)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

Sir, I am asking the question as I
was not present.

Bewnilds O35 DeTLCH

1740
&H8m EEn&
DS BN DD S
(Fur st JGuir &ar )
(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member cannot ask the
same question over and over again.

Sl DO Dk
(B FrCrsar)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

I was not here when
answered.

it was

D 5N EDD S

(arurr,zsrnucssn" cga;aurf’&sir)

(Mr. Speaker)

Whether the hon. Member was here

or not, it is in HaNsARD, and he can
read it there.

Sbeed S Des.
(B HrCss55T)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

Now that you have informed me
of it, I accept it.

26 bl 98em Dmendw: edonuy
085 ot DWIBY
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ANTI-FILARIASIS CAMPAIGN : EMPLOYEES

ENGAGED IN SPRAYING

12. 38 S908.» @w. (PENED dwn.
cd5)20)

(B Cuiaed el riofEman—S ST
F LTS )

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe—on behalf
of Mr. Tudawe)
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28 BEndh
wr poih  osrAusi sefley QusLbLirerC @i
oL QD (e Pluleun sermTuhLiLion s ojeui
o feursr? (2) Qevgyfluiisdor  opem @
Caraubd  aeug BuiiiflG s sdr Q& diweyid
Comawrar QOp wEmssa f8smesdr
gyofldsayb Qi pLeugsens er@Luurrr ?

(®)) ymmerinrdder, erliGQurepBlmpg ?

asked the Minister of Health: (a)
Is he aware that many of the
employees engaged in spraying in-
secticide under the Anti-Filariasis
Campaign are of poor health ? (b)
Will he take action to subject these
employees to an annual medical
examination and to provide them
with the necessary medical treat-
ment ? (c¢) If so, from when ?

SO 2 2 aé S,

(8w dlweor serarmasr)

(Mrs. Wimala Kannangara)

(a) No. (b) No. It is not considered
necessary. However, medical exami-
nations and medical treatment are
available free to those who desire
them. (¢) Does not arise.

DS 6éie Bem Dmende : BDEBwY
D6 5Y0 BE qued

wnlmsane CrmigsBLUL @uwEsL :
wrerheé@ o8 HBuwns oL

ANTI-FILARTASTS CAMPAIGN : UNIFORMS
FOR OVERSEERS

GuopLmricney

13. =&8 BS®&Box» c.
Ow. GIHRID)
(8- Cuirell ofléri@men—Ham. Hre

(80ed

FMTLITE )

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe—on behalf
of Mr. Tudawe)

c@9as G eBecnry gy s ®w: ()
A6 68ie ©8cr Dmendens VVEEWSE
L A6 O BIE GLe® esnCed® D D&
ey ®e? () BE Ge® »e8ged
BEed awsy gE&cd Buoasl@m 26
c®® e INWHD o wd®nBem B¢
&qe® CHEVO D® Hw WDE®Soc ?
(@) exndetd ®H®, & @xFc?

ssrarr gowssors Csl, ol : ()
SR 5P L 5@

CLopLmi e rori &en s &
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28w BEnG

o 5HCLTE e e QLB & LILIL_T O (HLILI o &
Seur YPeurrr? () 2 sHCwLrs oo &
@& patieir
poputbss Qg lursendae apepeie |
wrer o GBCWrs oo _alr euphis el

(@) <yrCpa, |

Quiri a &6 DL_QUI IS L |

poug gsengs  erblirTmr ?

Gr 67 ?

asked the Minister of Health: (a)
Is he aware, that overseers employed
under the Anti-Filariasis Campaign
are not provided with uniforms ?
(b) Will he take action to imple-
ment without delay the recommenda-
tions of the Uniforms Committee and
provide these employees with com-
plete unoforms ? (c¢) If not why ?

0 WY Y ad .

(Ssof) Slewr sererrmsr)

(Mrs. Wimala Kannangara)

(¢) . V¥ED B8ery Dmended
RDEBwBem@T CYD Oy wmewnsy HBE
FE® wBwE) 6D —dBwry et
(1) c200 BEury cecmd B DS
b 4efe, (2) 28e 6comd md 983
@b T 1/2ee w@®s 68 eFdd |
@dcw. () o (@) BC :1e® »SQYed
280D BEecary Bwm®m RSSO
Qe g@rmmmonc clemz Blehn DE
G BN BIcs.

DN BNED DS
(FUTFTWST DauTEerT)
(Mr. Speaker)

Question No. 14.

ad; DY By
(Qserra ecref 5riLiss)
(The Hon. Waninayake)

I require two weeks’

1 time to
answer this Question. ,

sdme Oz HDE 928cw BI0O Beowiw
DE® G

elaymas LHOmE Hendss@GE sonnles S
10) T

Question ordered to stand down.
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il @5y B Qodesy & (D QaQeretlrger)
(Mr. Seneviratne)
B e Tt (@) Mr. G. E. Proctor. (b) Ist
| January 1967. (¢) B.E, AMICE.
‘I SRI LANKA SUGAR CORPORATION ! ) S
\I: MECHANICAL ENGINEER (gonf")’ A'M'I'E: (India) ; M'I:E'
15. ecH' € ©HDED Q. I(\/Ie}}; onl)_ 1 El;‘ur.lctmned as Chief
| (2B O, 09, cueBd—wdwsy echanical Engineer and Equipment
6500621500 Manager, G. O. D. B, and Chief

A& Qavenaed @@Mm&ﬁwéﬁwmﬂﬁ GT 60T

erip.  QuBrrr—uwi g uwrpCar e —aeri

Crs)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—on behalf
__of Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

928 W8&:Ee wm» SERAC G OB
eary g DG (§) @ Comn 8B
830052 25 Dew BCeW 5 532D
g-fesy b i @I ? (¢) ¥y &
06 gfed DDe? () Ve Wee
28 c@m»e? (&) dn 8OYer
eme®c? ms¥mece? (¢) Heun®
CHnBO meom BB e m 0w ¢
ed Swedsy Dy DowEr eI @ISO
DNBwBO® 6wniBdsndn Bede ?

srenfl, pirliurser, Nerdlens ginsFamrs
Calr e : (o) ub evmasr Fafls w 0g
gruer s@er QuUpSrs  Quirglesr
(&) oyeui erIQUIT(pSI Bunfésin i ?
(%)
Yo Q&rapbedr, 55 gorrideor  sESuer

w2

(B) Yors gos@LEer WTMe ?

arni? (o) Seur SmSaLD QUi spEH I
ors Rofls sl QFsrusrd e sE [OL=1]
QrpEpE@ I eLiLfib GTERTERTLD T ST U Z

o el ?

TR

asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Who is the
Mechanical Engineer of the Sri
Lanka Sugar Corporation ? When
was he appointed? (c¢) What
are his qualifications? (d) Is he
stationed at Colombo or Kantalai?
(e) Is there any proposal to send him
to England to qualifv on the Sugar
Corporation account ?

Engineer  Operations, Irrigation
Mechanical Branch, prior to his
appointment to the Sri Lanka Sugar
Corporation. (d) In Colombo, as he
has to look after both the factories
at Kantalai and Hingurana. (e) No.

@B ee®D FDTLISN :
0. Ofd. eOSgIcdD .

arrBmEs g B e
@l@)@gﬂwmﬂra}.@

BT LS.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE : Mgr. D. F.
HETTIARACHCHI

8. 8. ¢ cRwm BSDLA .

(B erib. 1§. g Qerdevr Sflei ser)

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena) _

c@® cwfdsnd ©€ 9E8uny WE®:

“ 1046 Gozm (eRPHO) & wem  Geed
2% (1) (8) eFe¢w wdew HBIBac O FHVS
3. off. c»d8nsdE durnd 1967 ez ®Ad
@ 4 9 8» B8O &,s 3 W [g AP
Pdemaced 88260 e @0 gdund §»
e,

8. 8. emsy e sy e,
(B £ 9. OgerarCsrer)
(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon)

88z 85 wmém ¢
2 sl F) & ST,

seconded.

ydme S0um Y, wwmuddm .
Sley eGEsLLLE ahpsbarereniiL .

Question put, and agreed to.
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Private MEMBERS’ BiLL

WILDLIFE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF CEYLON
(INCORPORATION) BILL

DY chsYwy Gl @w. (I mds

Ge ¥xYH)
(,@@ off . Qeprm&erev—Buier O 1515 & 5
aur)
(Mr. V. Jonklaas—Appointed Member)
I move,

“That leave be granted to introduce
a Bill to incorporate the Wildlife Protec-
tion Society of Ceylon.”

The objects for the incorporation
are, first to prevent the progressive
destruction of species of wild animals
and plants, and, wherever possible, to
preserve wildlife intact in natural
conditions in Ceylon, and secondly
to promote an interest in the life
histories of all forms of animal life
and to co-operate with other
societies and institutions which have
similar aims and objects.

&8, BoaTony-®@sY .
DO G O5YH))

(8@ 2
9B % G el )

(Mr. R. Singleton-Salmon—Appointed
Member)

88xY «86 =Wém» 2
2 am)el S & S,
seconded.

(esoY
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gdm»e S0um ¢y, smudem S,

e’ wmdm IO PWMCD wePd» 84
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time,
and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing
Order No. 51 (4), to the Minister of State
for report.

Oddo D¢ COE DG SR
G).'dl €p@m@5)r. ) E3otdNaDy
TR Red TIRD

LINGINES P& )b SOV SILIP M G6ils
FHENTFIT T chle&TT DD FIT g5 tg{r/j?‘%m-s

STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF
EpucATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS
RE STATUS OF UNIVERSITIES

D BN
(FUTBETUS; Qauiser)
(Mr. Speaker)

The Minister of Education wishes
to make a statement as he had given
an undertaking to the Member for
Colombo South (Mr. Bernard Soysa)
yesterday.

&. &n. 2.48

o g&. 98, 8. . S8wewmE ¢
(@Qmum n wotd @B DOwm S8&e
G &5)

(Caorres eo. erib. Y. o G s reya—

&Vell, SOTFETT oflousrr Qennd i)

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—
Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

& 9 B® w1z wCn BCH.

e B BSDERB .

(8w 19 Gemievr &8 e e )

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Dem® ®EY B . OB BE
BEnen BERCD 8¢ WEBIHO oo
W IR ® Emwzy ©¢m 6CH F&
o & BSx2n.

A8snd e .

(B Quie- Qsriewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Let us have it as early as possible.

DI BRGNS
(& LT BT & i D@l &6 )
(Mr. Speaker)

What has the Government got to
say about it ?
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8 8ewmEdE BT ;
ad 8 8. ¢ 8D
(Qaorrey &. (T 19 SAeveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I would suggest that we give the
Opposition half an hour,

o GAHMBD o

A&END cwmBen .

(B Quie). Qriewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Half an hour is not enough.

DN BNGDH DS

(gurpriis; oeirser)

(Mr. Speaker)

There is no provision in the Stand-
ing Orders of the House which en-
ables a statement of this nature to
be made. There is provision in the
Standing Orders for the making of
a personal explanation only. This is
more than a personal explanation. I
think the Opposition should be given
an opportunity of debating this state-
ment. I would suggest that it be done
on ‘the 6th instant from 2 p.Mm. to
430 p.mvi.

a& &, @mb. L6 (Srdx eg;@rﬂ

6 gD Ppdem om
Jode »Owmy B8 GOIReY
& 8Ce®sY ) o)

(Qzorres Cap. i  sQuieui ger—@orm
QTEISG QILFEFTRLD (9T FLD  IENLDFF T FlLb
urgariy  Qeefldlaisrr  yoind ergib
LT TT@BLAGT & &l SfAuh)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—
Minister of State and Parliamentary
Secretary to the Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence & External Affairs)

There is a regulation before this
House on which the debate has been
adjourned. We can debate that.

DI BN 6D

(Furprus; oyerser)

(Mr. Speaker)

That is to be taken up tomorrow.

ad ed. ¢md. LD
(Qsorres Cog. gy spweur ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I do not know whether that would
be taken up tomorrow. This matter

Bewddm V535 ©eHVC®
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must come before the Cabinet, be
taken up at Cabinet level, and a date
given for debate before a decision is
made.

DN BN

(FUr prus; Qeuraer)

(Mr. Speaker)

The Hon. Minister saw me in my
Chambers just before 2 o’clock and
told me that he wished to make a
statement. I allowed him that indul-
gence. Once I have given him that
indulgence I think it is nothing but
fair for the Government to give the
Opposition an opportunity of debating
the statement.

@& o, @ Swddm

(Qserrar Ceog. 9y sguieur sar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The Hon. Minister has made a state-
ment. He said he will place the matter
before the Cabinet. What the House
wants to debate is not the Minister’s
statement but the Cabinet policy. As
soon as a decision is made we will
give Parliament time for debate.

AEND ctaZem S,

(Bl CQuiey Qemdeowr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No. A policy statement has been
made by the Hon. Minister. We should
have the opportunity of debating his
statement.

oG & @i LedEAD

(Qaorrey Cog. - spweni ser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

No, no ! The Hon. Minister said that
he was replying to some statement
made here and that the matter was
coming up before the Cabinet. As
soon as the Cabinet comes to a deci-
sion, we will certainly give an
opportunity for debate.

eCE’ € 9ediam dw.

(B, Qovonel) (@ ewraur ser )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

We cannot agree to that. If it is a

Cabinet decision we will move a Vote
of No Confidence. That is another


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1761
3D BemGIE DFDw: od FAWBD o

matter. We are not concerned with
that. We are concerned only with
the statement made by the Hon. Min-
ister. As was quite correctly pointed
out, this is not a personal explana-
tion. It is a matter of Cabinet policy.
Therefore we should have the oppor-
tunity to debate this statement.

DO BN NN

(FuTgrwsi oyeurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

I am sure the Hon. Minister of State
will not mind giving them that oppor-
tunity tomorrow.

ad o, @d. SedBRm
(Cesarrar Cgy. oyi- sgualr ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewadene)

We cannot do that tomorrow. What
about this debate ?

DI BN

(Furprusi oeurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

If that were the position I would
not have allowed the statement to be

made. I told the Hon. Minister that
when he came and saw me.

oG ed. @i, Lwddnm
(Csorrey Co3. 2y e ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I only heard about it when that
statement was made here.

ad S8wemc e

(Qzorres mflwGsrae)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

There was a statement made here
yesterday and I had no time to reply

to it; I said that I would make a
statement today.

D BN D) S

(Fumprss oot sor)

(Mr. Speaker)

Many things are said in the course
of a debate and all those things are
not carried out. But it was the duty
ci the Hon. Minister to have seen me

1967 e ®8 4
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in time so that I may make arrange-
ments. Then I would have discussed
the matter with the Government
and other party leaders. Unfortu-
nately, he came and saw me exactly
at two minutes to two o’clock. So, I
would request the Government to
allow this debate ; otherwise, under
Standing Order 133 I shall make my
Order. Standing Order 133 reads :

“Mr. Speaker shall have power to re-
gulate the conduct of business in the
House in all matters not provided for in
Standing Orders.”

This is not a matter to quarrel over.
After all, to allow 2% hours on the
6th instant would not be too much
after the Hon. Minister has taken
over one hour of the time of this
House in making his statement.

©wé S8wewmE ¢

(Qazerres FRwWsTO®)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Yesterday when they raised this
matter you were not here, so I had
no opportunity of speaking to you. I
told the other side that I would make
a statement today on the Floor of the
House, and I have made that state-
ment more or less in reply to theirs.

SuYe' gomew ®d @wo.

(& 9peron @ Grésr)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
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DN BNGEDN S

(FLm prisr @l Forr )

(Mr. Speaker)

We cannot have a debate now.

DErxnd o O,

(B Qui@) Q& rienr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Yesterday, the Hon. Minister said
that he was going to make a state-
ment irrespective of the question
being raised at Adjournment. He
said it was his intention to make a
statement after the Cabinet meeting.

od & nd. LD
(Qaerrer Geg. 24T eyuwaui Ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
What is there to debate ?

DS BN DN

(FUTBETWST Sall &6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

It is not a question of asking, what
is there to debate. The point is that
I would not have allowed this state-
ment to be made if this was what was
going to happen.

aé S8wemc ¢

(Qaerres FwQsTO)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

It was more or less in reply to the
statement made yesterday. You were
not here.

DS 5NN

(FuTpTUST Yeur&er)

(Mr. Speaker)

Any statement or promise the Hon.
Minister makes here is subject to
what I have to say. As a matter of
courtesy he should have seen me in
time and enabled me to make the
necessary arrangements. Since he
has not done so, I am asking the co-
operation of the Government. He
could not have made that statement
as of right. I allowed him that indul-
gence. I ask the Government to co-
operate with me and allow the
Ovposition to have 23 hours on the
6th instant.

BDewidm 3% @ed D
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o@D GOBPe® H®Rn
8. cuCOsY Zwlo Owi (DEBYm
o (06 @ P@Bee &dEe@uY ) e D)

(o
Qzrife, s pRmifle oyeiwssfar LirTies

. GQapper wUEBen—anss
e & ST SN )

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industries and Fisheries)

Talk about what ?

fd. @d. dwi’ AHMémen dw.
(6g@ees)

(Bap. eris. Q. Lwew LIQTLTTBETLISES—
QarinGL) :

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

About Punchihewa.

2D 5N D)o
(urpruss et ser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Does the Leader of the House
agree ?

ad 8. 8. ¢ &8>
(Oserres &. (F- 19 feveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I have to consult the Hon. Prime
Minister.

of . end. Raed ST WS Ocsa.
(8 Tl QY. Lwoh LIGTLTTprii&5s)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

What is the use of a Leader of the
House if he has to consult the Hon.
Prime Minister on everything that
takes place on the Floor of this
House ?

D BNGDDNS
(FUTBrLIST 90U &6rT)
(Mr. Speaker)

May I ask the Leader of the House
to consult the Hon. Prime Minister
and inform this House at 4.30 p.m. ?

The Minister could not have made
that statement as a matter of right. As
a matter of indulgence I gave the
Minister an opportunity to make a
statement. It is nothing but fair that
I should, therefore, give the Opposi-
tion an opportunity to discuss that
statement.
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NS VD wexidms HED
goYed qencd’ s dw.

(8m. Qfsren @HewCadar)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)

Oé DNBNBDDNDY, HMEHSEELY
By wONESO defdw B Y ®O
GODA. A8 B m@rYsnryedd 6O
o arY Bewlawnz ecH Gt
Q9 G BB

DN BN DD
(surpruss oeur&er)
(Mr. Speaker)

I shall give the Government time
till tomorrow morning, and if the
Government does not come to any
decision, I shall make my Order.

We shall now proceed with the
business on the Order Paper.

DNRO; D BoeRIIDE DHE@
Qpparefls st s5p&s HHssn
Pappy Lanps Acr: AMENDMENT

. 99, Lz BT DO Own. (&8
g8 )

(S erev. erib. @)Tm & Loment)dsb—uL 1
@)

(Mr. S. M. Rasamanickam—Paddi-
ruppu)

58 88’ w.

GT(LP B ST

rose.

ooDemnBa . V. wdhhew
(@R Coccnd))

(agBu sarfs . aé. sisrCsar
—yberEQETaL )

(Dr. M. H. Saddhasena—Ambalangoda)

I rise to a point of Order. These
Motions are not in the order in which
they have been submitted.

2 BNED DS
(Eun“rr_r;frwasf% cg)/e:mi&eir)
(Mr. Speaker)

I am sorry. I have got to follow the
Order Paper.

1967 e @8 4
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(Mr. Rasamanickam)
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I shall read Section 38B (1) of the
Paddy Lands Act, No. 1, of 1958 :

“If at any time the Commissioner is
satisfied that there is sufficient proof of—

(a) wilful neglect, or misconduct in
the performance, of the duties
imposed by this Act, or

(b) persistent disobedience to or dis-
regard of the directions, instruc-
tions or recommendations of the
Commissioner, or

(¢) incompetence or mismanagement,
or

(d) abuse of the powers conferred by
this Act, on the part of a Culti-
vation Committee he may, by
order published in the Gazette
dissolve such Committee.

Qpss sLL 50 dlasrus @mapsadbr
Bl i & 101 B P& %ﬁ?amurrsrr@és@ Sy Barmis
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“95 (1) The rent in respect of any ex-
tent of paddy land shall be paid by the
tenant cultivator of such extent to the
landlord of such extent or to his autho-
rised agent either directly or through
the Cultivation Committee within whose
local jurisdiction such extent wholly or
mainly lies.”

9Cs Cprgfo 28 2ol opr g1 96T Qu(HLD
Aupstrenw o HEBeTpE

“98 Where any sum is due from the
tenant cultivator of an extent of paddy
land to his landlord as rent in arrear or
interest on such rent or both, the land-
lord may, with the prior written sanction
of the Commissioner, apply

(a) if such sum does not exceed one
hundred rupees, to the Rural
Court having jurisdiction over
the place where such tenant
cultivator resides or such extent
is situate or, where there is no
Rural Court having jurisdiction
over such place, to the Court of
Requests having  jurisdiction
over such place, or

(b) if such sum exceeds one hundred
rupees but does not exceed seven
hundred and fifty rupees, to the
Court of Requests having juris-
diction over such place, or

(¢) if such sum exceeds seven hun-
dred and fifty rupees, to the Dis-
trict Court having jurisdiction
over such place,”
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QarLipg SOLG&Tne GHESTe: I
WE sl QuoespE eupssTRHET D
o Baldapsre, HosCerpsssrai
EOHS@ o p S6t] SLOTET UM IS LILJLD 6] &
stQagrs @Gmsars. HsCeagrer, efu
apopiiey, Gssosmus CFrpss STreps
&S Qar@ssr s @{5{5@5)5&‘5&';3’!%57 s
sCar  gewryy saCar  Buruinsrer  erey
YBarrs @mrésCeenm Qe y Frer & p
oL &G pe.

D8. B ABRE Gwd w.
(e®&2G)

(@@L erib. YLUIGS LTGET LoT&SSTi—
Coaumeuds )

(Mr. M. Abdul Bakeer Markar—Beru-
wala)

885 &8s wém» ¢l

2 IUP S B
seconded.

g D BB Wy G
ey e85 SwbLiiQubm .
Question proposed.

CVCE O Loy .

(B w Qaypdpper egu&iEan)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

As you know, this is one of the most
progressive pieces of legislation of
recent times. The original Act, which
was passed in 1958, has been subjected
to a number of amendments. I believe
about four amendments were made,
namely, in 1958, 1961, 1962 and 1964.
The Proposer of this Motion today—
[Interruption]. What did you say ?

SbwnYed .
(8w dguapsr)
(Mr. Wijesundara)

They are people who opposed the
nationalization of the Trincomalee
Harbour.

o8 05y Hwlicxy @cum.
(B Qaper ppar euGian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

We are talking about paddy and not
about the harbour.

Bewldm O5IE) SeFACH
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8. 8. ¢ cmIBth B8E2EA dw.

(B erb. 1§ 19 Qerdievr @peur seor)

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Your Throne Speech said something
else.

e Oy Hwi.y @wn.
(B Cegevpper euibiian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

We are talking about paddy and not
about the harbour or the Throne
Speech.—[Interruption].

DI BZNGREH D))
(LT prusT oeur&er)
(Mr. Speaker)

Do not take notice of interruptions.
Please carry on.

e oY oy D
(8 Qagedpper gau&iign)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The amendments—[Interruption].
What did you say ? I will deal with
you outside the House if you like. I
will deal with you outside and also
here. Why do you want to interrupt ?
There is no point in interrupting.

S. 8. 98, oFd ®cn.

(B - 9. erb. Canrg)

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

Ob DSONBHDNOE, 6OF eBIO®
e ¢ ? gl 288 @Y O ecries’
e ? 8wy on »O® B @I
MGe? ¢8 8ge?

D BNGLADS)

(& Lim Brusi e &er)
(Mr. Speaker)

Please withdraw that.

8. 8. 08 eFéy @

(8- A 9. erib. Conrg)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

DL S OO G S csND gef é
oY nB  08Bec@®xImn EO®D
2B 5T ).
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cuC 05y dwlon .

(B Qaged pper egui&iiam)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

e ¢ D ? 6065 5I D
G 5% IMER. 6® b wenedsI B8OHE
99 mPetd NOR ¥ .

3. 8. 8. eFc .

(Bas- M- 9. erv. Canrg)

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

wen adnewnsy 80mE w8 cdxdes’
e&HAIE ?

eBCEOsT Bkl D,
(B Qapodpper publian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
P e35395Y 5.

S. 8. ©8. g¥dw .

(S M- 9. erb. Conrs)

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

OOsn O Jexn® ®O® I HI
gsof G B&.

DN BN WD)

(Fur pruis; e ser)

(Mr. Speaker)

@b TIPS,
D5y B

DG D6 N

S. 8. 20. ¥l ®w.

(8ay- A. 8. erb. Conrg)

(Mr. T. B. M. Harath)

Q@ YT etfd gI®® DI
8.

@@G‘aﬁf Ecadedy Dcdn.

(8@ Qeporppar guGia)

fMr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

As I said, this is one of the most
progressive pieces of legislation of
recent times and there have been

several amendments made to this
Act.

I remember the originator of this
Act, when he presented it in Parlia-
ment at that stage, said that this was
not a full-fledged piece of legislation
and that there will have to be amend-
ments as we go along, particularly

1067 6520 ®R& 4
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because in his own mind this Act or
the Bill that he was presenting at
that stage did not encompass the
whole situation as visualized by him
as Minister of Agriculture.

The purpose was twofold : one was
to redress the grievance of long years,
of almost slavery, of the peasant
cultivator ; the second was an orga-
nized and methodical increase of
production. This twofold purpose the
Hon. Minister at that time attempted
to successfully complete through the
Bill he presented to the House. As it
went along, as I mentioned to you,
there came several amendments—I
think about four or five of them. I
stand subject to correction on that.

The Proposer of the Motion before
us today seeks an amendment to
Section 25, under which, he says, the
owner is subject to unduly harsh
treatment ; the owner has no chance
or right of regaining the land and if
a penalty is effected the owner has no
chance of redeeming that penalty. I
am sorry that the Mover of the
Motion completely lost sight of the
Act itself.

What did the Act provide ? The
Act sought to remedy an omission of
the owner, an owner who had neg-
lected his land, an owner who had
neglected his cultivation, an owner
who had neglected his cultivator. It
was to remedy this that the Act was
brought. If you would read Section
25 carefully, what does it say? I
should like to read Section 25 with
your permission :

“(2). Where there are two or more
landlords of an extent of paddy land,
they shall appoint a person for the pur-
pose of collecting the rent from the
tenant cultivator of such extent and shall
in writing notify the name and address
of the person appointed for such purpose
to the Cultivation Committee- within
whosze loecal jurisdiction such extent
wholly or mainly lies, and, if no such
appointment is made, such rent shall be
paid, directly or through such Committee
to the person if any, who customarily
collects such rent for such landlords. If
there is no person entitled to collect such
rent or if there is any dispute as to the
propdrtion in wheh such rent should be
paid to such landlords or as to the per-
son to whom such rent should be paid,
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such rent computed in money in accor-
dance with the provisions of paragraph
(b) of subsection (7) of section 22 shall
be paid by such tenant cultivator to such
Committee and such Committee shall pay
such amount less any expenses incurred
by such Committee in handling such rent
to the District Court or Court of Requests
within whose local jurisdiction such ex-
tent wholly or mainly lies, according . . ”

This is the important portion of it,
which the hon. Mover was contest-
ing—

“ . .. .according as such amount exceed
or does not exceed seven hundred and
fifty rupees to be drawn by the person
or persons entitled thereto. Where such
amount or any portion thereof is not
drawn by the person or person entitled
thereto within one year. . . ”

May I stress that, Sir ?—

(14
.

. .within one year after the date
on which such sum was paid to such
Court, such Court shall cause such sum
to be paid into the Paddy Lands Fund
and no person thereafter shall be entitl-
ed to demand or receive such amount or
the rent which such amount represents.”

The hon. Mover says, “ The land-
lord has lost his rights. If he has paid
Rs. 750, that Rs. 750 cannot be
recovered by him or by his children, ”
and so forth.

I again request the hon. Mover of
the Motion to read the section care-
fully. Twelve months’ time is given
to an absentee landlord, a man who
has no interest in his field or cultiva-
tion, to go and collect the money. If
a man cannot collect his rent in 12
months, would you honestly expect
him to do any cultivation ?

The hon. Mover says that the culti-
vation committees are not function-
ing effectively and that they are
riddled with corruption. However,
not a single case of corruption has
been proved by the hon. Mover. I
listened very carefully to the speech
he made just now. I would have
taken a different stand if the hon.
Mover adduced evidence of corrup-
tion and proved that the committees
did not function properly. His is

Bewndds 35 @edacae
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merely a hearsay statement.—[Inter-
ruption]. I would have been very
happy if he placed some sort of evi-
dence before the House. I am only
sorry that he took it upon himself to
make such a statement.—[Interrup-
tion].

Any hon. Member who wants to
speak will get an opportunity to do
S0.

DS 506D DS

(FUTBrsT e ser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Please do not interrupt the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary. I think
hon. Members agree with what he
says, but they still interrupt him.

e o5y iy .

(B Qaparpper swbleman)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

These are unduly harsh and rash
statements that are made in this
Motion, if I may put it that way. If
you examine the position today you
will see that these cultivation com-
mittees deserve to be commended and
assisted. I say that more powers
than they have today should be given
to these cultivation committees.

I am sorry to say, however, that in
some areas cultivation committees are
rich. If there is mismanagement and
corruption and if the work that is ex-
pected of a cultivation committee is
not properly done, it is because that
cultivation committee is rich. But
where the cultivation committees
comprise genuine farmers, you find
that much more than what is ex-
pected of cultivation committees has
been forthcoming.

I do not want to speak at length. I
did not anticipate entering into a con-
troversy on this matter, but after
listening to the hon. Mover’s proposal
I had no alternative but to rise in
defence of the cultivation
committees.
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&S DY 8 s,
(B @rrsvreflas)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

I am only speaking about the
corrupt cultivation committees.

cu @ OsY Hwiory @w.
{',5'?@'- Glagey H medr g_gwéf-‘;z'agu)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I must remind the hon. Mover that
we did not have the slightest evi-
dence. I should have been glad if the
hon. Mover adduced any evidence of
corruption. If there is a case of
corruption, there are the cultivation
board and the commissioner to whom
one can make representations. One
must not try to destroy one of the
most progressive pieces of legisla-
tion.—[Interruption].

Sres@r DY DS Do,

( 5w ‘@ﬂ'JTJ-‘LDH’GMH&iE&Lb)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

Sir, I want to make a personal
explanation. If the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary reads my Motion he
will understand my intentions. I
agree that this is one of the most pro-
gressive pieces of legislation that
have been enacted in this country. I
said there were certain shortcomings
in this legislation which have to be
corrected in the light of the expe-
rience gained since 1958. I said that
the commissioner must be vested
with powers to dissolve committees
which are corrupt, inefficient and
which misuse the funds. So that, my
Motion is not a wholesale condemna-
tion of the cultivation committees. In
fact, I have deseribed the cultivation
committees as miniature parliaments
in the cultivation areas. But where
these committees do not function
properly, the commissioner must
have the power to dissolve such com-
mittees and reconstitute them.

3——50 8049 (67/11)
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aé 5Y Rodewsy |
(Caarres oymsssa; GHMT)
(An hon. Member)

The commissioner has the power.

S1ean BT D Deq.
(,@@. @mrau:.mrmﬂe%&tb)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

But he does not appear to be using
it efficiently, because sometimes he
takes one or two years to take action
to deal with inefficient committees.
That is the situation, and I said that
that situation must be corrected.

OCHE wWMmISRD V.
(B Qevensll sewrevir ser )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Why did the Federal Party vote
against the Bill ?

D BNGEN DS

(FLUTBEILIST YUl &HerT )

(Mr. Speaker)

Now that the Mover of the Motion
has heard the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Indus-
tries and Fisheries, will he withdraw
his Motion ?

Sz BN DO e
(B @onswrentssis)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

No.

cBE BT Sty S,
(‘Q@j- Glagey 5 meor e Emen )
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

By the time I finish I may be able
to convince the hon, Member.

SBENBDN DT S,

(.f@ﬁ’_)' 3)a ir & oment] & sk )

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

If the hon. Acting Minister gives an
assurance that he will look into this
matter, I shall withdraw the Motion.
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cBE Oy Lwllony .

(B Qope ppar suFEgw)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The position is that the Mover of
the Motion has evidently come across
a few committees which are not func-
tioning properly. Even the originator
of this Aect, I know, has complained
about some of these committees in his
own area. There is provision in the
Act which empowers the commis-
sioner to take action in these cases.
There is a Review Board to which re-
presentations can be made. There is
also the Minister. In the light of the
explanation offered, I am sure the
hon. Member had no intention what-
soever to propose what amounts to
an amendment of the Act fo take
away the inherent rights of the culti-
vators that are enshrined in this Act
and the amendments so far made that
have gone to make it more or less a
perfect Act. The intention of the
Mover, as he said, was to rectify the
position with regard to some of the
committees that have not been func-
tioning effectively.

I am sure the Hon. Acting Minister
will give an assurance on the Floor of
this House that if any instance of a
defaulting committee is brought to
his notice, he will look into it. On that
basis, I hope the Mover will withdraw
the Motion.

N DR Y.
(Gaenaey @)ibtjamrer)

(The Hon. Imbulana)

May I give the assurance to the hon.
Member that if any representation is
made with regard to any cultivation
committee not functioning efficiently,
and so on, we will take prompt action.

SH1IN BN DE o,
(Bon. @urnsirentdsit )
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

I withdraw the Motion.

goud @ CaE,
a¥sn G

cwidsnd B e g D

LICra %t 2 GUIOEULF)  GITLER G TRRLIIL L

Motion by leave. withdrawn,
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CONSTRUCTION, REPAIRING AND RECON-
DITIONING OF ROADS USED FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL PURPOSEs

g. . 3.44

SN BN D e,

(& @) r & LomentlGain)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

The second Motion that stands in
my name, I believe, will not create a
controversy but will arouse a lot of
enthusiasm and interest among many
hon. Members. In moving this Motion
I feel that every hon. Member in this
House, particularly those Members re-
presenting rural electorates with
large acreages of land under cultiva-
tion, will agree with me that the
sentiments expressed in this Motion
are worthwhile implementing.

I move,

“That this House is of opinion that
immediate action should be taken by the
Minister in conjunction with the Minister
of Public Works, Posts and Telecommu-
nications and Local Government, to cons-
truct, repair and recondition all roads
which are used for agricultural purposes
thereby providing the agriculturists the
essential transport facilities.”

As 1 said earlier, I believe that
every hon. Member will support and
appreciate this Motion. In any coun-
try roads are an important factor in
development. Where the road goes,
development follows. In fact, when
we look at the trunk roads in this
country which have penetrated the
agricultural areas, we can appreciate
how development has taken place
mainly due to the easy movement of
agricultural produce from place to
place utilizing these roads. Roads are
a sine qua mon for any developing
country.

Ours is an agricultural country. Our
economy depends not only on our
rubber, tea and coconut ; it depends
to a large extent on rice which sup-
plies the food needs of the people of
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this country. Nevertheless, when one
looks at the existing position in the
country in regard to its roads, and the
condition of those roads, one has to
feel sorry for the peasant, the farmer
and the agriculturist on whose behalf
we are wailing. Just a few minutes
ago an hon. Member was almost on
the verge of tears when speaking of
the farmer. One of the most impor-
tant ways in which assistance can be
provided for the farmer is by opening
and maintaining more and more
roads.

I have travelled far and wide in
this country. There are very few dis-
tricts into which I have not gone. As
a public servant, I have worked in
many of the important towns. I feel
that the inadequacy of transport faci-
lities provided for the farmer has
made cultivation not only irksome but
also expensive. The farmer has to
spend all his time, money and energy
in his important work of cultivation.

There are in the Batticaloa Dis-
trict, Trincomalee District, Kurune-
gala District, and Hambantota
District vast tracts of land where no
roads are provided. Under condi-
tions that existed long ago, one could
have taken a few bushels of paddy
on a couple of buffaloes to those
distant places. One could have
moved the cattle along fields belong-
ing to others and reached one’s
destination. But today things are
different. The cattle population has
been almost eliminated, and one has
to depend on tractors and lorries for
the transport to the fields of essen-
tial agricultural implements and
also for the transport back of agri-
cultural produce to one’s home or
co-operative society or the place
where produce can be sold. Then,
~ one is confronted with the problem
of inadequate roads; so, one can
understand the difficulties the farmer
has to undergo.

I do not think I should speak at
length to emphasize the reasons why
I brought this Motion. As my hon.
Friend the Second Member for Mutur
(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed) said last

4——5D 8049 (67/11)
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week, let not Private Members’
Motions be treated as a farce.
Although Private Members’ Motions
do not have the guarantee of being
implemented immediately, they still
serve to spotlight basic problems
that face the Government in power
so that the Government may take
some action to solve them.

S25Y 5Ny e,

(8@ r@uss)

(Mr. Ratnayake) ;

If the Government is deaf what
can you do? - '

DéeE WS .
(8w & rCrdsr)
(Mr. Weerasekera)
Deaf or divided ?

S183 BT 2@ Dk,

(8 @rorswrelasis)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

It is very strange that every
Government that comes into power
seems to be deaf and blind. I would
say to my hon. Friend the Member
for Anuradhapura (Mr. Ratnayake)
that the Government of which he was
a Member was both deaf and blind. I
hope that at least the Government
now in power will not be blind.

S5Y 5N D

(8@ ros@uss)
(Mr. Ratnayake)
They are going blind !

S5 BN .

(9w @) rrewrenilasin)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

I feel that this Motion spotlights
one of the most important needs of
the farmers who live in remote
areas. The problem of roads should
be examined by the Hon. Minister
of Agriculture in conjunction with
the Hon. Minister of Public Works
and the Hon. Minister of Local
Government for the reason that
there are only two kinds of roads
and——
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{aurpriust geurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

This is a very simple Motion. The
time now is 3.55 p.M. and it will not
be carried if the hon. Member goes
on at length.

S0z BT DO e,

,u(r@@. @ rreFwrentlGsin)

{Mr. Rasamanickam)

There are P. W.D. roads and local
government roads. If the two Hon.
Ministers in charge of these two
itypes of roads can jointly formulate
a 'policy for the development of
roads and spend a portion of the
funds allocated to them on road
development, then within the next
few years, or even before 1970, many
roads could be provided in agricul-
tural areas. I commend this Motion
to the House.

Béedmd .

(B cw o 1G5 s510)
« (Mr. Weerasekera)

- B8sY 688 »ém» 2.
a9 s
seconded.
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(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed—Second
Mutur)
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(Ban. Qrrawreanflssis)
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Qb Se_GMg @G FECET RN (s
Smiser. @HCUreTp L Q@5 safle
i@ pser @mps Qsrar@smer IOlUES
Derper. Bs GHOpasers G S5 Harsriis
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o awalle &G FMauL ’55”'}5,@ ST @LD BT LD
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Caieory. aflent Q1B C mevr -

od c@¥edy YwdH®
(Qserras QurenGL @ Rudlsrn)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

May I know whether we have suffi-
cient time to consider this Motion
before the Adjournment ?

DD BNGRDNS
(FUTBrUST 96Ul &6 )
(Mr. Speaker)

It is almost 4 o’clock.

ad chlody BwdH

(Qaarrey QuranGL (@ suelsrn)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

May I suggest that we take up this
Motion on the next day ?

DS 5N D DS

(FUT pTST Sjeur&er)

(Mr. Speaker)

According to the Standing Orders
this Motion lapses. Order, please!
The Sitting is suspended till 4.30 p.Mm.

d#d80 %0 gmHmCD MIEWD gu 899D
cis’ @ on 430 O mmI» LIAWI el

B} & GOTLILY- 2| LOITEY e LA
AmssUUCe, LD

4.30 eemr e
e qbLnrulm ml.
Sitting accordingly  suspended  till
4.30 p.m. and then resumed.
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The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
I move,

“ That the House do now adjourn.”
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(Mr. Speaker)

I should like hon. Members to be
as brief as possible. Many names have
been sent up and I want to give
every one of them an opportunity to
speak. When Members saw me and
requested this Debate they assured
me that only a few Members would
speak, but now I find that a large
number want to speak. Kindly be as
short as possible so that all those
who want to speak will be able to
do so.
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External
Affairs, Minister of Planning & Economic

Affairs and Minister of Information &
Broadcasting)

Mr. Speaker, I am glad that this
House has been afforded an oppor-
tunity of discussing this very im-
portant matter, particularly because
the recent floods and cyclone have
caused considerable damage to cer-
tain areas of this country. In dis-
cussing this let us first realize that
there has been the normal flood
damage, and in addition there has
been cyclone damage. The two are
entirely different. You, Mr. Speaker,
are well aware of the damage caused
by cyclone in your constituency,
Chilaw, in the constituency of the
hon. Member for Wennappuwa (Mr.

Festus Perera) who just spoke,
and in the constituency which
is not represented today but

which was represented by your pre-
decessor in office, Nattandiya. I
myself had the occasion to visit these
three constituencies. It is difficult
to imagine the extent of the damage
that has been caused in those areas.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1835
¢ D@ :
[0b DDE &tf snsNwn]
I should say that more than the
floods, it is the cyclone that has
caused damage to those areas.

& GenRtn 85250 @w.

(8- 1y Qaerdevr @peurser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
Damaged the coconut trees.

o DDE ot NNGD

(Qasarreas i ofl CaEprigs)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Not only the coconut trees; the
coconut trees have fallen on houses.
You have only to go and see how a
number of huts and substantial
buildings have been flattened to the
ground by three or four coconut
trees falling on them at a time. You,
Mr. Speaker, are aware that all
these areas were rendered inacces-
sible, due to various causes: firstly
it was the flood ; in addition to that,
trees had fallen across the roads.
Many of the roads in these areas
were impassable because of the
number of trees that had fallen
across. 1 think, Sir, you yourself
went through the gruelling exper-
ience of having to climb one tree,
creep under another and so on. You
took hours to get to Chilaw. I
think you left Colombo in the after-
noon and got to Chilaw at 1.30 the
following morning.

I am now talking of the areas
affected by cyclone. The first thing
for us to do was to clear all the
roads of obstruction. We put up an
army unit on the joh. I am glad to
say that the Army Engineers Unit
did a magnificent job. As you your-
self would testify, the whole place
was rendered motorable in double
quick time. Then various other
measures had to be taken. People
were rendered homeless. They had
to be given rations. The floods had
breached tanks, particularly in your
area, Mr. Speaker. Tank spills were
damaged. When I went I found the
Agricultural Corps effecting tempo-
rary repairs to certain tanks in order
to try and get a cultivation for this

Bowldm 955 0D
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Maha season. They were placing
sand bags and having temporary
structures. Of course, now the
Ministry is getting on to it to try and
do some permanent work.

As regards cyclones, I must say
that there is nothing that can be done
to prevent them. However much we
may shout there is nothing that can
be done to prevent a cyclone.

ad o, @l. Swudlam
(Qserres Ceg. Qi sweur sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Most cyclones are in China.

o AIE ot 2NBNGD

(Qaerres 1 ofl Co@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Yes. They call them cyclones or
typhoons there. No government in
the world has yet devised a method
of stopping cyclones or typhoons. In
fact we are lucky that such terrible
and catastrophic experiences do not
occur frequently. [Interruption].
When a cyclone hit Padaviya in
1964—I went to that area myself—it
was the first time that anything of
that nature happened to Ceylon.—
[Interruption].

I do not think that anyone can
blame this Government or any pre-
vious Government for the occurrence
of a cyclone. It just happens.

I understand that there are
countries like the Philippines—I met
the Ambassador the other day—
where cyclones are an annual occur-
rence and nothing has been devised,
and I dare say can be devised, to
prevent that.

We can only try and see what
can be done for those who have
suffered as a result, and I can
assure the House—and Mr. Speaker,
you are yourself aware of it—that
everything possible is being done.

I did notice when I went to the
area affected by the cyclone that
some trees, although they had not
fallen, were at an angle waiting to
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fall for the slightest blowing. Then
we sent' the army unit again,
because some persons were trying to
exploit the situation by demanding
Rs. 75 to cut a tree when the people
were suffering. We have such
elements in our society. It is un-
fortunate. We had to send the army
unit to cut down those trees. I
suppose they are going on with the
job.

So much for the cyclone and the
cyclone damage.

In respect of the other areas, it is
a question of floods. The hon.
Member for Gampaha (Mr. S. D.
Bandaranayake) spoke about the
real cause of floods, that is, that our
catchments have been denuded of
forest cover. Well, there is a great
deal of truth in that.

As a matter of fact, when I was
Minister for Agriculture I did
explain that to the House and I
think it was then that I brought
legislation before the House about
soil erosion. Legislation was
enacted.

The unfortunate fact is that our
catchment areas, hilly areas, had
been opened up in the last century
or so. That is true. In ancient
times our forefathers seem to have
had a better knowledge of irrigation
and scientific agriculture. They did
not live in the salubrious atmos-
phere of the hill country; they
maintained that for forest cover;
they went to the plains.

With forest cover, when it rains
you do not get the water rushing
down taking with it the fertile
soil; you get the sponge of the
forest cover, the top soil, absorbing
the water; and you have your
perennial springs feeding the rivers;
so that this forest cover acts as a
reservoir ; it holds the water and
perennially feeds the rivers. You
remove that cover and you get the
water rushing headlong, taking all
the soil, spilling over the rivers and
rushing headlong into the sea.

1967 522 ®d8 4
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This went on over a number of
years. Vast extents of tea had been
opened up, vast extents of rubber
land had been opened up, in those
catchment areas. We have also had
extents opened up by the villagers,
extents which should never have
been opened up, wunder the
instigation sometimes of the Mem-
bers = of ' Parliament too. Those
things have happened—we have
people clearing forest reserves—and
all those have contributed towards
this flood damage.

There are various measures that
are being taken; but when hon.
Members speak of the necessity for
taking particular measures to pre-
vent the frequent floods that occur,
I only want to give a few figures
about one scheme alone which will
give hon. Members of this House an
idea of the cost of it. This is a
Russian scheme for the Kelani
Ganga flood prevention. The mea-
sures are extremely costly. The
flood control measures in respect of
the Kelani River were investigated
by a Russian team of engineers
between 1950 and 1961, and the
estimated cost of it was—we are
well aware of costs; this is “was”;
I am not saying “is”; the present
cost must be double—Rs. 840 mil-
lion, and even this scheme afforded
only partial protection from floods.

Yes, it is true that if we can spend
these wvast sums we can have
reservoir after reservoir to hold the
water, but unfortunately, if these
vast sums are expended now, it may
prevent us from utilizing the neces-
sary funds for more urgent develop-
ment work. It is a question of
priorities. Under the circumstances
we must settle these people on
higher land. I am glad that the
hon. Member for Dehiowita (Mr.
Weerasekera) states that at the
D. A. C. meeting, or whatever
it is, at Kegalla they passed such a
resolution. That is what has to be
done, and that is what is being done

now.
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Mind you, the people who live on
these lands are loath to forsake them
for good. They are some of the most
fertile lands in these areas and are
very good for cultivation.

Hon. Members are well aware of
the fact—when we talk of floods, we
ought to take the biggest rice pro-
ducing countries in the world today :
Thailand and Burma—that it 1is
nothing but floods that produce the
rice.

¢ Gtk 882&m .

(B 19. Qerievr 8o gar)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

China.

aé DRE o snBNwD
(Qaorroy 11 ofl Ca@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

In China also it is floods that pro-
duce the rice. If you go to Thailand
or to Burma, you will realize that it
is the flooding of those rivers, the
silting, that manures the fields, and
they get their crop of rice. In Burma
they hardly, if ever, use fertilizer.
Fertilizer is supplied by the floods.

ad of. . BB
(Qzerrey Cog. YT sweur Far)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
What about Egypt, the Nile ?

aé RBDE otd 5NN

(Oserrey L afl CFeypruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

So, in these areas, the people can
be settled on higher land, and they
themselves can cultivate these lands.
They should not live on these lands
but only cultivate them. These are
some of the most fertile lands.

Sdeed DS cxn.
(8. HFrCsrssr)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

That is our proposal.

Bewldm O35 SedacCwn
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o DAE o NNGD
(Qszerses i afl Cr@prudss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Yes, that is the proposal. That is
what is being done.

An hon. Member spoke about the
construction of huge reservoirs to
prevent floods. That is not possible.
We just cannot afford it.

I think it was the hon. Member for
Kamburupitiya (Mr. Percy Wick-
remasinghe) who spoke about the
supply of seed paddy. Where there
is flood damage seed paddy will be
supplied free. Mr. Speaker, I think
free seed paddy is being supplied in
your area. It is being done now. It
is always done.

&8 W&oy e
(B Cuiell ofl&ri&ran)
(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)

I inquired from the Government
Agent, Matara. He told me that seed
paddy would not be issued free. We
discussed the matter.

o ARE o BN

(Qearras L ofl Caeypriss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

In normal circumstances seed
paddy is not supplied free, but where
damage has been caused by floods it
is supplied free. It is not being sup-
plied by the Agricultural Department
but by the Social Services Depart-
ment——

20, O0. Yu'onfy; . (w&hS oD
&Ry wECeRsY ) o B»P)

(@)L Grib. Grib. (APeWFLIT—&FLPEGEF e
oyenwdFfler urrrenwerpd sriflugha )

(Mr. M. M. Mustapha—Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Social
Services)
Through the Commissioner of

Agrarian Services.

aé REC ot NBNGD
(Qserrey i ofl Creypriics)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

——through the Commissioner of
Agrarian Services, because we want
these fields to come under cultivation.
That is being done.
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Sometimes, in certain areas, these
things just do not happen. When I
went round Chilaw District I found
that most of the officers were very
conscientious about their duties. I
must commend the district revenue
officers and the various other people
who did tremendous work during
that disaster. Most of the grama-
sevakas, I found, had gone round to
give the rations. They were also
busy taking stock of the damage
caused by the floods so that the
people affected could be paid money
to build their houses. There have
been just one or two places where
the gramasevakas neglected their
duty, and I have instructed the
Government Agent to take action
against those who had been negligent
in their duty. I am happy to say
that they are a negligible few.

One redeeming feature is the fact
that, in spite of all the havoc, only a
few deaths—I think four or five—had
taken place.

2D BN
(FLTFTWST D6uiTHerT )
(Mr. Speaker)

Five at Wennappuwa, and one at
Chilaw.

oé RE o NNGD

(Gaerrar 1 afl Caeypriss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Houses had been smashed to the
ground, sometimes with people inside
them, and nobody had died. That was
the amazing thing. I do not know
how it happened.

I believe the Hon. Minister who
deals with the question of floods and
Irrigation, and the hon. Parliament-
ary Secretary to the Minister of
Social Services who are here, will be
speaking. They will be able to give
you more information. I thank you
for giving me this opportunity to
speak.

g. on. 6.30

QCoSTY 2 Den.

(B QoEsTgaT)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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(surprusi _ojeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Were not rice and bread brought by
outsiders ?

Swomms Sw.

(8@ uiQary)
(Mr, Jayakody)

No. I discussed this matter with
the D. R. O,, A. K. K. North. In some
areas they distributed bread along
with the flour. In my area they distri-
buted only flour.

DN BN S
(surprusi oeirser)
(Mr. Speaker)

They distributed bread and rice
brought by private individuals.
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. @CadnY i e
(‘@@ ‘@@@Eﬂ"é‘m)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

In Kolonnawa it was the Govern-
ment that gave it.

Besornd Ow.

(ﬁ@ ous&CETy.)

(Mr. Jayakody)
. The Government gave it. We were
so informed by the G. A. I am net
saying anything against it. What I
say is that there should not be a
difference in treatment in two areas.
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(@@L apavsur)

(Mr. Mustapha)

Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt that
the recent floods have caused nume-
ruos loss and damage both to life and
property over a large extent of land.
The cyclone that followed contribut-
ed even more to the great havoc that
had been caused in very many areas.
In fact I myself feel very sorry that
one of the areas affected is your own.

Soon after this incident took place
we had a conference with the
government agents of the affected
areas. We have official reports sent
to us from various officers including
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those of the Social Services Depart-
ment. But, in a situation like this it
1s very necessary that the Govern-
ment must have the views of the peo-
ple’s representatives and that is why
I feel very happy that an opportu-
nity had been afforded to hon. Mem-
bers of this House to make represen-
tations to Government on behalf of
the people they represent.

I am very happy that hon. Mem-
bers from both sides of the House
have expressed appreciation of the
promptness with which the Govern-
ment went to the assistance of the
numerous unfortunate people who
have suffered as a result of the flood
and the cyclone. I mysef should like
to join hon. Members of this House
who paid tribute to the many officers

of the wvarious departments—the
Social Services Department, the
gramasevakas, the D. R. Os the

government agents and others—who
had worked round the clock to help
tlimusands of these unfortunate peo-
ple.

It is very difficult, Mr. Speaker,
particularly after a flood of this mag-
nitude or after a cyclone or cyclonic
condition to assess precisely the
numerous ways in which the people
have suffered. Already we have
various views expressed. There are
thousands of people who have been
affected by the flood and the cyclone.
There have been thousands of acres
of paddy land completely ruined and
some partially ruined. Vast acreages
of coconut plantations have been
damaged. Vegetable cultivation too
has suffered damage. Public roads,
V. C. roads and buildings have been
damaged with consequential incon-
veniences caused to the people of the
affected areas.

I can only give one assurance to
hon. Members of the affected areas,
and that is that the Government will
spare no effort to see that within the
shortest time possible normal condi-
tions of life are restored. At the same
time I must admit that no Govern-
ment however willing it may be, can
restore normal conditions of life
immediately. This is something that
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the people will have to put up with
for quite some time. I myself have
had the trying experience of a situa-
tion like this way down in 1957 when
there was a major flood in the
Eastern Province. I was myself an
eye witness to the enormous suffering
that the people underwent during
those difficult days.

Various suggestions have been put
forward. As the Hon. Prime Minister
mentioned it is very unfortunate
that this situation came in at a time
when the Government is concentrat-
ing all its efforts on food production.
It is an irony that the worst affected
have been paddy crops. In fact, in
the Matara and Galle areas 15,000 to
20,000 acres of paddy land have been
completely ruined. I have got the
figures here relating to the various
districts affected, the number of per-
sons affected, the acres of
paddy damaged and the amount the
Government intends spending in
these areas. It is not necessary for
me to give details, but I admit that
large extents of paddy crops have
been damaged which would, I must
say, have an impact on the effort the
Government is making towards in-
creased paddy production.

The hon. Member for Gampaha
(Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake), I think,
spoke of flood control measures that
are being adopted in China. I must
tell the hon. Member that there are
instances where even in our own
country floods have been effectively
controlled. I remember when I was
a schoolboy about 20 or 30 years ago
practically every year we used to
have terrible floods on the coastal
belt of Amparai. Sometimes we
kept away from school for two or
even three weeks. The main road
from Akkaraipattu wused to get
flooded. Today it is a thing of the
past after the Gal-Oya Scheme came
into being. Fortunately we have in
the Prime Minister the architect of
that scheme. Therefore we must not
resign ourselves to fate. We must
not consider a flood as an act of God
and be satisfied with it. A flood is
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something that can be controlled—it
has been controlled in certain areas—
and I have no doubt that the Minister
who is in charge of this subject, the
Minister of Land, Irrigation and
Power, when he speaks, will give an
idea of what his Ministry proposes
doing with regard to the control of
floods in our country.

But with regard to our Ministry,
we are interested in rehabilitating the
people affected by this calamity, and
1 am very happy that hon. Members
who spoke appreciated the work that
the Social Services Ministry has al-
ready done. In fact, from the director
downwards, the officers have been
doing an excellent job of work and
I think hon. Members have been
satisfied with the work so far done.

I must specifically refer to one or
two points made by hon. Members.
I entirely agree with the hon.
Member for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilanga-
ratne) when he said that in the
Kolonnawa electorate floods have
been a recurring feature. In fact, we
had hardly completed paying compen-
sation for the damage caused to
houses in 1966 when the flood came
in 1967, and one can better under-
stand or imagine than describe the
sufferings of those poor people who
have to bear this miserable thing year
in and year out. In fact, he com-
plained that dry rations had not been
given to the people of Kolonnawa. I
checked up the facts from the
Director of Social Services. He tells
me that in the Kolonnawa electorate
cooked food was given to the people,
and it was done entirely in the inte-
rests of the affected people. Some of
them have been de-housed. Their
houses had collapsed and they were
taking refuge in school buildings, in
prefabricated buildings, in other
neighbouring houses and so on. It
was considered that when dry
rations were given it would be
rather difficult for these unfortunate
people to cook the food ; so the De-
partment of Social Services had
thought it necessary to supply these
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people with cooked meals which
really cost about three times more
than dry rations. That is the actual
fact.

QCoSY 5 Dex.

(B@w. @onsrger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

My complaint is that in certain
areas dry rations were issued for two
weeks. Just because six meals had
been given to these areas, depriving
them of the dry rations is unfair.

Qed »dien Sen.

(@)L @povsUT)

(Mr. Mustapha)

I shall get the department to look
into it and see whether anything can
be done.

Then, there was a point made by
several hon. Members with regard to
settling the people who are regularly
affected by floods—people living in
low-lying areas—in safer areas.
think that is a suggestion which I my-
self would commend for the serious
consideration of the Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power, because I think
that is a subject that properly falls
within his purview. The Government
is compelled to spend large sums of
money every year in repairing thou-
sands of houses that have collapsed
during floods. So, it would be better,
once and for all, to make use of
Crown land, and wherever Crown
land is not available, even to acquire
estates, and settle these people on
high land. This would avoid this re-
curring expenditure for the Govern-
ment.

The Social Services Department
pays up to a maximum of Rs. 400 for
a damaged house. As an immediate
measure, the department pays Rs. 100
in the first instance ; thereafter the
actual damage caused to the house is
assessed and the balance is paid in
stages. If the damage is serious,
Rs. 400 is paid in two or three instal-
ments. If the amount of the damage
is Rs. 200 or Rs. 250, the balance after
paying the first instalment is paid
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subsequently when the damage is
assessed. To enable people to make
some makeshift arrangement an ini-
tial payment of Rs. 100 is made
immediately.

I do not wish to speak at length.
The Hon. Prime Minister made a
statement on this subject and
answered a number of points raised
by hon. Members.

Finally, T should like to say that
the Ministry will do everything
possible to restore normal conditions

of life to all the people affected by
the floods.
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DEND cnBes D,

(8- Quie. Qerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Mr. Speaker, I only want three
minutes of your time. There being
seven Members representing Colombo
in this House, of whom three are
Ministers, one is a Parliamentary
Secretary, one is a private Member
on that side, and just two Members
are on this side and since nobody
happens to be here except one Minis-
ter and myself representing the same
constituency in Colombo, I should
like to say a few words about some of
the troubles in Colombo.

o 68, @b, LwediR®
(Qaorrey Geg. gyi. eqwar gar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Speak on my behalf also.

85N @ Dw.

(B Quiney Qerdiewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
- Yes, I am speaking on your behalf
also. The troubles in Colombo do not
come within the category of troubles
referred to by Members who spoke
about river valley development
schemes, the flooding of rivers and so
on, and therefore the replies given by
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Social Services do not
cover them. We have our troubles
from three sources. There are, as the
Hon. Prime Minister pointed out,
calamities preventible and calamities

Bewldm x5 ©eFACw
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not preventible—natural calamities
over which we have no control and
preventible calamities which we fail
to prevent. In the first category we
have the cyclones and typhoons and
depressions over the Bay of Bengal,
and the like, and in the second cate-
gory, the floods and fires and bad
governments.

Now in regard to floods and the like
in Colombo, the Colombo Municipal
Council spends several lakhs on re-
lief every -year, irrespective of
whether there is a cyclone or not,
after every heavy monsoon. Some of
the money finds its way into the
pockets of racketeers and some into
the pockets of mudalalis who choose
the occasion to quote very high rates
for the supply of vehicles and the
like; and the Municipal Council is
generally powerless to prevent this
expenditure. It arises partly out of
the low-lying land being used for
housing by dehoused persons and the
influx of people from outside—those
who put up shanties in Wanatha-
mulla, Narahenpitiya and the eastern
side of the City—and partly out of
the low-lying areas abutting the
canals. These canals overflow
partially during the monsoon, and in
any event they are insufficient for
carrying away the surface water from
the City of Colombo.

There is one grouse I have against
the Minister of Irrigation. The irriga-
tion channels that run through
Colombo—there are two or three
channels—are under the control of the
Irrigation Department.

ad 8 8. ¢ B

(Oserrey &. (F- 190 Fveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Those channels were in the charge
of the P. W. D. The Irrigation Depart-
ment took them over in 1964 and we
have cleaned them since.

B8rnd cmBen Dew.

(B Quii@y Qariiewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

In whatever way you get the devo-
lution of authority, these channels are
not cleaned. They are allowed to silt
up, and proper arrangements are not
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made for the outflow of the rain water
into these canals. That is one diffi-
culty. The other, of course, is that
despite the harbour dam which pro-
tected Colombo South from the effects
of the Kelani floods, there is no effec-
tive drainage system for the rain
water that accummulates in the City
of Colombo after the heavy monsoonal
showers. The natural drainage system
in Colombo westward towards the sea

o

and eastwards towards the
marshy land  abutting. Diya-
wanna-ela has been completely

disturbed as a result of buildings that
have come up. Every single middle
class person buys a bit of land in
Colombo—maybe on a housing loan
or otherwise—fills up the land, raises
the elevation and builds a house. The
poor man needs a place to live in. But
this has completely destroyed the
natural outflow of water, and you find
areas like Jawatte, Dematagoda, Base-
line Road, Narahenpitiya, and por-
tions of Pamankade going wunder
water. Even the top middle class resi-
dential areas like Kollupitiya and the
areas abutting Cinnamon Gardens go
under water after the monsoonal
showers.

There are three solutions that are
required. One is that the Irrigation
Department that has taken over these
channels should maintain them in
proper order. The second is that we
must move by providing alternate
housing—not by driving them away—
those people who live in shanties in
the low-lying land.

The third is something for which
no money will be voted by the
Colombo Municipal Council because
it does not bring votes to any indivi-

_ dual member. That is, that we get a
) proper expert to report on the surface
~ draining of the City of Colombo ; and
I want to ask the Government to use
its project aid in the form of assis-
tance in order to obtain the services
of an expert who will be able to plan
out an effective surface draining of
the City of Colombo. That has been
long overdue. The last report avail-
able on the subject was somewhere
in 1931. It is over 35 years old and
completely out-moded and out-dated.
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I would ask the Hon. Minister to
use his influence to get at least two of
those problems attended to. The Hon.
Minister who spoke is not in charge
of housing, and the Hon. Acting
Minister for Housing is also not here.
Anyway, I should like this question of
massive aid to the Colombo Municipal
Council to solve the housing problem
also to be taken up for consideration.
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—[Qsergas &. 15. 19. Bvaur.]

And it being 8 P.M., the Motion for the
Adjournment of the House lapsed
without Question put.

Motion made and Question proposed,

“That this House do now adjourn.”—
[The Hon. C. P. de Silva.]
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The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly —at
8.05 p.M. until 2 p.v. on Sunday,
5th Nowvember 1967.
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