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The House met at 2 p.M., MR. SPEAKER
[TuE Hon. S. C. SHIRLEY COREA] in the
Chair.
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(Mr. Speaker)

I have received the following
Message from His Excellency the
Governor-General :
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“ Governor-General’s Office

Queen’s House,
Colombo,
Ceylon,

17th November, 1967.

MR. SPEAKER,

By ProcLamaTtiON dated 17th November,
1967, and issued under Section 2 of the
Public Security Ordinance (Cap. 40), as
amended by Act No. 8 of 1959, I have
declared that the provisions of Part II of
the aforesaid Ordinance shall come into
operation on 18th November 1967.

I do hereby communicate to the House
of Representatives that the reason for
issuing the Proclamation is for the
preservation of public order and for the
maintenance of supplies and services
essential to the life of the community.

W. GorALLAWA,
GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

The Honourable the Speaker of the
House of Representatives. ”
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Regulation made under Section 49 of
the Registration of Documents Ordinance
(Cap. 117).—[The Hon. D. P. R. Guna-
wardena on behalf of the Minister of
Home Affairs.]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Estimates of Income and Expenditure
of the Ceylon Tea Propaganda Board for
1967 (revised) and 1968.—[Mr. S. A.
Peeris.]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.

By-laws made under Sections 152 and
156 of the Town Councils Ordinance
(Cap. 256) —[Mr. R. Premadasa.]
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“ Bill to incorporate the Galle Munici-
pal Staffs Benevolent Association”
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Bill ordered to be read a Second time
upon Tuesday, 21st November 1967.
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PAHALA HEVESSA, AGALAWATTA : MEDICAL
FACILITIES
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(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—Agalawatta)
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asked the Minister of Health : (a) Is
he aware that the practice of provid-
ing medical treatment at the Pahala
Hevessa village in the Agalawatta
electorate was abandoned about 3
years ago? (b) Is he aware that
thereafter the people of Pahala
Hevessa were compelled to go to the
Meegahatenne Hospital situated 5 or
6 miles away, to obtain treatment ?
(c) Have the people of Pahala
Hevessa informed him by petition
dated 25.8.67 that on certain days they
have to wait at the Meegahatenne
Hospital from morning till evening to
obtain treatment? (d) Is he pre-
pared to make arrangements for
medical treatment to be provided
again at Pahala Hevessa itself, in the
manner in which it was done earlier ?
(e) If so, when would this be
started ?
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(The Hon. M. D.
Minister of Health)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that a delay of about three or four
years occurs before certain teachers
who go on retirement could get their
pension ? (b) If so, will he imple-
ment with effect from 1.1.68 a system
to avoid such delays and to ensure
the payment of pensions to teachers
within three months of their retire-
ment ? (c) If not, why ?
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(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Educa-
tion and Cultural Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that when teachers are transferred it
sometimes takes months for them to
draw their salary ? (b) Will he intro-
duce a system to prevent this delay
and to ensure the payment of their
proper salary to teachers who go on
transfer within the very month in
which the transfer is made? (c) If
not, why ?

Lepadw De.

(& squ@yflu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(¢) cONBD I BOw DRy QO
eB®. () 2D BEeIE ewg @ (@)
eem (&) BERS ¢Nd “m 6.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2297
28 BEnd

DD .

(B si_re)

(Mr. Tudawe)

OMDEY Gwe BEA® &  Besw
D EEedgd eRMDMNE WD B
e ?

BwzaSe Ocon.

(8@ @)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

O H® T meg gm®
GexY me,

DN S,

(B gi_re)

(Mr. Tudawe)

Cu8C R ¢m® ecxf®O oo
dx3¢ ?

Scoe38es Ocsa.
(5 gu@siu)
(Mr. Jayasuriya)
EAD5Y.

QYo &G @LHag
APMwT wrHmE FeLsen
TEACHERS® TRANSFER BOARDS

4. 2D .

(B@ g re)

(Mr. Tudawe)

FRBBY & ot DS WOWD P OB
corY gy ST WD (¢) Qb Bewldm
o 88D gh &G @ dC 8898w
QREB P od wend FddrTe
cwry €O WG AD P& ¢z¥ »>Me?
() gdmss ecndmelslnd O8n
ORg &G VH AC a0 EBYD BRed
al I ymme WENe ? (@) deed
58 98 VT ACIC Bewidmewd IS
Aad O O WE®™Ne? (8) @&
Vew DG BB ©@®m e2nd @B @&
00w DOl P& sewsy é®
D¢ ? () exxdeed O, & @ ?
Sev6tl,
Ca'r ey : () pPAwi wrpps Fenus
sofley gy@fuisefier GG ABaenh oyiss
saraserrimés Caan@Quwearp  19CrrSwr

SOTETT  Housryr Y ONDEFF DTG

@& Gaorres sForLuile) aswersrs oHms
Qarererii L Qgeruids e o pfamrmm?
(2) sodlgGemssorsSos  o6is
wrppsg s @QUCurg  Boediu Qer

1967 e ®a8 20

2208
28w B8

orgr Gaeruemg e oypdliiurrr? (B)
gLy Quialley oy &emisaf gyerer 197 5 55
ST wreir erarue s gyaui Gauellu)Paurar ?
() wrpps sousaflee plopCappl
ulQerer wrppSEL LI Wre TETLDE
Yo GALOPeurar? (o) oyping lerG mev,
arer 2

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that this House resolved unanimously

that teachers’ transfer boards which
include representatives of teachers
should be set up ? (b) Will he state
whether the Education Department
has now set up such transfer
boards ? (¢) If so, will he disclose
who the representatives on these
boards are ? (d) Will he state what
the transfer scheme adopted by the

transfer boards is ? (e) If not, why ?
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(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Publie
Works, Posts and Telecommunications—
on behalf of the Minister of Home Affairs)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
Is he aware that requests made
since 1965 for a separate mail deli-
very service for the Nalla Sub-Post
Office in the Colombo District have
been ignored by the department ?
(b) Why is this not granted to the
Nalla Sub-Post Office ? (c) If deli-
very mails has been permitted con-
trary to practice referred to above,
why is it not granted to Nalla ?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture
and Food: (a) Is he aware that a
very serious disease known as
« Bacterial Leaf Blight” is attacking
the Ceylon indigenous and hybrid
paddies ? (b) Will he state how he
intends to control this? (c) If not,
why ?
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(Mr. P. C. Imbulana—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture
and Food)
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asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services: (a) Is he aware that the
tender notices for the supply of crude
oil to the Ceylon Petroleum Corpora-
tion have been restricted to the
countries associated with the three
Western oil companies and to Soviet
Russia ? (b) Why were these notices
not published in countries such as
Iraq, Egypt and Indonesia? (c) Is
he aware that these countries have
begun to fear that, since the ex-
perts to this corporation are Ameri-
cans, they would look down upon im-
ports from those countries which are
ideologically opposed to the Govern-
ment of America ?
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(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha—Parliament-
ary Secretary to the Minister of Labour,
Employment and Housing—on behalf of
the Minister of Nationalized Services)
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asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services: (a) Is he aware that it is
because the corporation does not
place orders sufficiently in advance
so as to meet its requirements, that
imports of petroleum do not reach
this country in time? (b) Is he
aware that the shortages that occur
due to the failure to place timely
orders, provide a cover for the import
of a considerable volume of goods
from the oil companies ? (c) Is he
aware that six months’ requirements
of oil can be stored in the storage
tanks at Trincomalee ? (d) Why are
these tanks not properly utilized ? (c)
What is the extra percentage cost
involved in importing through com-
panies, instead of importing directly
through the corporation ? (f) What
is the value of petroleum products
imported through oil companies
since March 1965, for distribution
through the Petroleum Corporation ?
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the Minister of Nationalized Services)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and
Food: (a) What was the price per
pint of milk paid before March 1965
to: (i) suppliers of milk to the
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Colombo Centre; (ii) suppliers of
milk in the outstations ? (b) Is he
aware that a higher price was paid
to the suppliers of milk in Colombo
because the costs of maintaining
dairies were higher ? (¢) Will the
suppliers of milk in Colombo be
given a special price or other assist-
ance again ?
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(a) The prices paid per pint of milk before March 1965 were as follows:

COLOMBO SUPPLIERS

Those
registered
prior to
31.5.1952
Cents

4.5 per cent fat and above ah 45
3.5 per cent fat and above ‘e 40
3.25 per cent-3.5 per cent FEUR 30
3 per cent to 3.25 per cent fat .. 25

(b) The board had to con‘inue to pay
the milk suppliers in the Colombo area
the same rates they had been paid by the
Colombo Co-operative Milk Union. This
higher rate was paid not because it was
considered that the costs of maintaining
dairies in the Colombo area were higher.
In 1962, an all round reduction of 5
cents per pint was made in the price paid
to suppliers registered from 1.6.1962.

(¢) As there was a general agitation
from milk producers for a higher price
for milk, a committee headed by Mr. R.

OUTSTATION SUPPLIERS

Those Those Those
registered registered registered
Jrom prior to Jfrom
1.6.1962 31.5.1962 1.6.1962
Cents Cents Cents
35 57 35 e 30
30 e 30 i 25
25 o 25 iis 20
20 ol 20 S 15

H. de Mel was appointed in 1965 to ex-
amine and report on the prices of cattle
feed and milk. The committee recom-
mended the payment cf a standard price
for milk all over the Island. In implemen-
ting these recommendations the suppliers
of milk to Colombo Factory were given
the option of accepting the new prices or
continuing to receive the earlier prices
paid to them. No special price or assist-
ance other than the assistance given fo
other milk producers will be given to the
suppliers of milk in Colombo.
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) What is the
total number of proposed schools not
yet taken over by the State? (b)
What is the policy of the Government
in regard to such schools ?

Seade D,

(8 gueflu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(¢) 194 &. () c®® mmed eceny
6@y Ed EEYBIACO amWE €d
5O T gusy 6 BB seen BsCm
ACHE) CLER.

DNce S,

(B sra)

(Mr. Tudawe)

gé o B gy mHO BedID.
“c@®® e, GcendmedsY neEd
G EICE gmWmC €@ B " Rwx'
65Y, 9E8wlyy BB A €&
660 &} 580 gmAC O Dnewny
et

&3S Saam.

(Ba guaiu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

sFT e Bedsfesy,

ewidmn g wed amd.

&0

1967 e ®8 20

2314
28w B&ns
DN D,

(’Q@ SIL_Ter)
(Mr. Tudawe) i

6® W@ 194 w@AxyVewsy gxy

®®@mi Wi PBRSYBw e e?

T S8wd oY ¢ e ?

&3S D,

(8@ gu@fu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

Y eed 194 S8wd eam @ILA.

DN Y.

(/@@ FIL_rai)
(Mr. Tudawe)

S 6 Besyersy c®emw SXw0d
VDG ENHE AW a8, s
ecryery 62 DD™WO.

Scszabed Besa.

(8@ @)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

8@ Ex¥®. & mad 194 S%wd

©®B) BOSN.

DNhe? .
(f@@ SiL_ret)
(Mr. Tudawe)
g gosyesy & e 194 S%@d

@5 N ¢ e B,

o ¢8. DO @l I, L8uemEg
(gRmEm ™ Bt By WOy EEAC
$O3)

(Oserre, ep- GrLb. %ﬂ)ﬁﬁ'. @ FIG s Tee—
swell, sarerr dlousrr ogows i)

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—
Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)
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MR. ANDREW DE SILVA, MEMBER,
INDUSTRIAL COURTS
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura—

on behalf of Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyan-
tota)
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asked the Minister of Labour,
Employment and Housing: (a) Is
he aware that Mr. Andrew de Silva,
ex-UN.P. M.M.C. for Mattakkuliya
and an active member of the United
National Party has been appointed a
meémber of Industrial Courts ? (b)
Is he also aware that at the moment;,
he is sitting in judgement in a case
where the employer, George Steuart
& Co., Ltd., dismissed an employee
for allegedly making certain “ dis-
paraging remarks regarding a
planter.” (c¢) In view of the fact
that it is most improper for an active
politician to be a member of a judi-
cial tribunal, will he take steps to
have him removed from the panel of
Industrial Courts ?
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INGIRIYA BUDDHIST SCHOOL : BUILDINGS
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(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda—on behalf of Mr. Ratnasiri
Wickramanayaka—Horana)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that five acres of land have been
acquired for the /Ingiriya Bud-
dhist School ? (b) Is he aware that
the necessary buildings have not yet
been erected for the school to be
shifted to this place ? (c¢) Will he
provide during the new financial
year the funds necessary for cons-
tructing these buildings ? (d) If not,
why ?
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(B gueiiu)
(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(a) Extent of land acquired is four
acres. (b) Yes. (¢) Will be con-
sidered with the other priorities.
(d) Does not arise.
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KULIYAPITIYA TOWN COUNCIL :
FOR WATER SCHEME

CONTRACT
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(Mr, Leslie Goonewardene—on behalf
of Dr. N. M. Perera)
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Local Government
and to the Minister of Information
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[6cEE @&nddd® @w.] :
& Broadcasting: (a) Is he aware
that a contract for a water scheme for
the Kuliyapitiya Town Council was
iven out on tender? (b) If so
when  did the tenders close? (c)
Was the contract given to the low=st
tenderer ? (d) To whom was the
contract eventually given ?
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(Mr. R. Premadasa—Parliamentary
Secre ary to the Minister of Local
Government and to the Minister of
Information & Broadcasting)
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1. Kuliyapitiya  Water  Supply
Scheme—Pumping Main and Distri-
bution System.

(a) Yes.

(b) Tenders closed on 19.4.65.

(c) Yes.

(d) This was awarded to Messrs.

Samuel Sons & Co. Ltd.
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2. Kuliyapitiya  Water  Supply
Scheme—Supply and Installation of
Purification Plant.

(a) Yes.
(b) Tenders closed on 18.6.66.

(¢) No. It was awarded to the lowest
satisfactory tenderer.

(d) This contract has been awarded to
Messrs. Walker & Greig Ltd.

3. Kuliyapitiya  Water  Supply
Scheme—Intake Chamber and Pump
House, Water Tower and Quarters.

(a) Yes.
(b) Tenders closed on 13.5.66.
(c) Yes.

(d) The contract was awarded to
Messrs. Equipment & Construc-
tion Co. Litd,

4. Kuliyapitiya Water Supply
Scheme—Pile Foundation for Water
Tower, Tower Zone No. 1.

(a) Yes.
(b) Tenders closed on 26.2.67.
(c) Yes. :

(d) This tender was awarded to
Messrs. Colombo Commercial
Co. Lid.

5. Kuliyapitiya  Water  Supply

Scheme—Pile Foundation for Water
Tower.

(a) Yes.
(b) Tenders closed on 24.12.64.
(c) Yes.

(d) Tender has been awarded to
Messrs. Colombo Commercial
Co. Litd.

%G Conr® Bexwdd 9RR3e® coxyad

ameranuiley (@. Gum. #. enley : Csereiliiu g Glowssc

C. T. B. DEPOT FOR JA-ELA : TENDERS

11. oG € 9HVERA® Swi. (P8
Y. ©8. enedls cmDO)

( Slom. Qavavell (@ ewroui FET—ST 5l 5
arar. ertd. QUCromr sriurs)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—on behalf
of Dr. N. M. Perera)
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asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services : (a) Is it proposed to build
a C.T.B. depot at Jaela? (b) Were
tenders called for the building of this
C.T.B. depot? (¢) When were the
tenders closed ? (d) Was the lowest
tender accepted ? (e) To whora was
the tender awarded ?
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(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha—on behalf of
the Minister of Nationalized Services)
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(a) Was Mr. A, L. M. Mushin of
Kumarimulla, Pugoda, refused a per-
mit to obtain thread for his hand-
loom centre on the ground that the
Department of Rural Development
and the Ministry have taken a policy
decision to restrict the issue of thread
to those centres that were registered
prior to October 1965? (b) Is he
aware that in several other instances
this policy decision is not being
observed by the Ministry and the
department ? (c) Is he aware that
Mr. W. Dissanayake of No. 153, Old
Road, Nugegoda, who runs a hand-
loom centre with 24 machines was
allowed thread in 1967 without being
registered prior to October 1965 ?
(Ref. No. OF 9/6/67) (d) Is he also
aware that Mrs. Asilin Nona of Hara-
watte, Nawana, who runs a hand-
loom centre was allowed an alloca-
tion of thread on 1.7.67 without any
prior registration ? (e) Will he look
into this matter ?
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(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—on behalf of
the Minister of Home Affairs)
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
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(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis)
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irriga‘ion and Power and Leader
of the House)

@ DSINEHDIB, RADSed
26 aD cABgend dnLH® Of ks
DacwsTe Hewldn DUNED IR
cwurye 88 8 . bdews @mmnes
gende @ wews w80 8¢ 3

@D

bdmTs Owoyn ©e®D Bémded
©6d® e O8m» gmsmes G
ceed  GLBmBBIG  LIGEN xwded 89
957D BemEwd qud dw. OB O
e’ BRDER drewsy MAGS.
D@ BB Bd o ety
eT DHBCDE BNwm Owrewsy B)i
e k. O 80 DSE®™&EEDD

1967 e@208& 20

2326
el Ymaw: 8 &, Hbow Bwod
8w, OC ¢ORexBE IS & RLICHR
o e emwanw 82,
“Omeed B ” ®® oY dp@ed
e emwb 8. 8. Sduwy @®
BN6E G e®sY e ®@eCEH®O
DeCT® §18 Seww. 1945 & ©AB
eé OBIéemewsy Lwenrnm HESY
emnd e cONedsY LEs Y
Dem wendd @E8uny 8w. D wlsy
1960 @& mwCwzy od 1964 e
O® Oxf) VedRced cxus) &8
el D mecm NG g, s
&8s o0 B G grmmored &G
c®x5¥y) e Dwews’e IS
DECH 6O® vl wened Fewids DS

50w Qe c eefdws emeg .

aé DSNeDRD®E, 8. &F. &
ue Q@won ¢ B @l ®xYF
DO Dwewsy 83 D Hwum 3O DD
D 62mH B Onp&ed
b ENE  BEBN® oBgen B
Bees) 9D ernB gulen onSwnxsI
el m¥5’de men 8IS HCEY
DEBY 2O DD D Ses.

)OH

D& DSNEDDNOE, DSed gox
D B cO® VYL Ve Acew Bug
Gery 6INEDY® gued ACOD
cf@w LR WY cRIN®O x5y
In@ee P gud c®® N&zned
BCum wdP0 cO®® eTaced
808N wDC Bewln 5y c@5F 9T @
8S8.

. on. 2.24

ce@BwE o NN Do,
298w)

(8. ewsgSiure Crepruss—ins
aur & )

(Mr. Maithripala Senanayake—Meda-
wachchiya)

D& DSHNEDRNOE, By  ende
c®rlry) OY5Réewn) g B. &. &4
B8 NBDeRBew gends o
o BMHHDRN® Y @88xny mg
e ss)ndD BGTR dFDw cDMEDH

(&re


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2327
sl Smae: 8. ¥. bhivms dHDN
[6c@Beng o ENENGD . |
FREm WD GO gLee eRID® c®
gD Hed8 Bg WO HO BI VI

e 5.

geondedn & I. Ldew'® RB
D& cWeew A¢Hod SYC® oY
emmE dwewsy TP ety OB
Smnded BNEDE drcuns Y
D D60 dn@es weendgdws B, DIWD
Baen 9578 ©e7 dgend oW dw W&
Oy BDéwm B 8. 98. Sfe e dwny
Owmee gemdensy g 19456 & e
29 g W& ¢ . OV O
o 8 & &8s uce DG e PBWI
=@emsy B g emd =ueww wmedsy
50 1965 &8 @ewed & =D I® G4
Qe @BDSEmn o 6NN
Ded Db B8 wemn HCEW
Refeed 60 b ©xed O 5w
Dncwsy On® oewfde . 1960
@87 SmedE@ 8D I® G¢ Von AB
DbamedfE ¥ wbde enedsY 50
1965 c’d D@ 8V FHOSwN)
Dnewsl ctfdm DS €@ MCH G
IS G @ ORDS oy —nEE®BY
CBEISEm—DRewHD WCH 1w
. & exd S0 Bewd ED
TR Ve ACeE BEwIEs DAOBNBE
dwewsyec ©Cw 83w

8. & SbeTs aBnD D@ edd
gedwew LBNDD GCHW et Deszsy
DG D DM FPHND C oY 83D
Baen cded dfd &3 SmE B wmen sy
@efes DY 2O GInE & BHB®. Rlclo]
GboDed e Swd 8O Do cened O&
5 8em 88 aw & o ¢F oD @B
@ &g PnBHBND B @E0d®ny
£00cY @men me DT g OB
dmmndes Dndem® o QENIDY
D8 we WY eedsy Bw WG
DY BusTHO 30DB. dwdn Y
D) Dacwsy D& DG ¢S ced Deo
M @0 6® gRuNnecd v D&Y
0, B8nsy 65750 2309 5Y 6o
BeRmd. In&ee gmmde, O we®
00e2sY gugw DG sy RIS BY
Sacwry @30 em ew @B WE
80emel 6500 mncwns Befed O

Bewldm @578 edDCw

2328
caim Zmvwn: B &, &HLbems Qoo
Bewidmn WG Yedwew eeng O®
LBmond0sf ACRD cwimen sug
g 8 Jww 8 D B0 amasymd

GL8 Beamdn.

D@ee E3med Sedy BSRwz
B & wecHnn DWENHO MOBK.
1951 28eFE DIWO BRen meIRed
B ZCB & €IS GLOH Dwewsd
88 0. ARED. 8. 8. PeTWEBNWGW
B wCe g Ondmonded
5 B8 B0 ND DEC® gHepewsy 8
ED 200 BRen 1w JecDsy 9InYd
S6TD s Bwd ©18eK 55D BT
o cerneasy gammdeelm 8. &, &
s OB’ O gewm AD @
GDCAScwsy mmf WwéHD. grlegy
def. ARED. 8. &. dedanlrnny B
D& LT Oewsy & Cozh B¢
ot sfes 880Dean 6@ CeO
b5 oo Gé WESEO w® «® g
el &5y Bew »@ 8. &F. S
s HBSY SBSY S emnde s
D19 92 & oy WEMD. 8GR A
ded g O&edd Gendw o DO
ced el DB AD Trne OB gD
@& BNENEDD 9E8ene ¥ ewid
5% & g5 DEHD. €8 ol wened
clD® Stha DE® ge & BC Dd
wped Btunzy dn®es el gwd
wd® 6@sY & WRHeasy QE
838 5.

&g on. 2.28

8w e @ Y . & B
(soorf G Qsrddear . g Hoar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

@b DSsneHne®B, 00 84dd
0830w 6DHNEDT® @1cddBed ©d
Oy R® 2 wed 8 P gend
s 8. F. bbeTe aBn® &§
Acd 98nY c® g Nedé DOV LI
6 Sme DET®O  RCeEebsin)
DD, S e BYG cmen BEeD
etHE SRed, erNB mEe®, crnd L
el D dwey cbedg @B ®
98T O €8 SO0 ¢rasymO Cee
{’g&za@gﬂi’."fﬁ) 8. &F. &Lhews B
ef wemiebwmn O 8. 8. Sotbesy @


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2329
el Ymae: B, &, &Hlews Swmmy

OB Dy S Ve 838D
2 Oem, CWEH—B6@BEwsT® CCES
exnd Xdondea—und 6@ e el
e iy 808 & B. 08, Sdewy
sy @wee et Dwd s g &. &.
Sl B QnRwWeH DY CEET DY
5000 SeFBecwry® cend LHBNDI
sec ctfdw 993 D & OAnw Wd
2532,

00 Bo®ewsy M WG HBOY B
D& D @ B F. SdeTs
Ol Y ROV B 53 G,
chen® BPen, chen® gRBEDT D
DORD DG ewe® ; WO 1B B ©zI
ex¥dnf BD omBGen, odEen
ememn®. & Loy @wensy WD
00D DIWLBB DY Bm Seem
DDl €20dw Dw ge BUG €¢BN
00 Hwsf O 8oy @y Bwz Bed
5D DY ONB BYPen oBwn HQ

Y, NBa erneEemEY O BPEND,
& Doy @wm e BB B 88acd »® - 4

8 oBuw B3¢ 92 & uw S
5. ey Def. VRED. g8, 8. DTN
5D OB @esy sweed &8O
840 sfewd @188 gl HedDg—
& c@reenery &—I&y ©wO®» ey
622F @duYd 84N wWBWO 18l
D@ @YD 8. &F. bdew s Sudl
O 9D & 68 gdef NedE W WG
(3D BeADD. SBLW B sy Oes’
gRes ¢nR «® Bwdn €wng®
gDanen B I Boni @wm B s ©E
58 & Hwd 2 DO QP& WIGITI
©8A0 exnd A2 O oy & Bwdedsd
ReFey €D,

2 @mryOwes ©YCO guny 6D
g 68 ad wened® ernecws DHTEID
ey b DY, gerl ¢ow 9y g
ey Decwnsy décw & & Ser)
s DD, 6@ UBRS SerdewsI®

1967 e ®8 20

2330
el Ymen: 8. &, Lbow dovn

CEEs exnd BHoNd eDHNEDBY w@
NG cdewer ol ¢bide, d
D8 et Dy wepe, & ol enned o
ctfBewd @88 WOwy Wéea®m wd® &F
2YC CE® 6® WO e Ccen®
Oy G sY0 ¢ Sewdewsy® ©1dS
tné 8 Bedm Dwy & v D
g6, O detd ® 97 DR Peey RNED
Een B AV €® g edE
acnsy mEsy® mOBRK.

& B g g8sY ey Se@xsI
gBl i} Den D entdene B
ge co¥m Bew IS ¢YCO auB
gen RD en@ene RNox O B
B8xY g@nedry Smdé é ey
@0 DO snen. D @Y el
DREnEY ® gd ) wr éennsy.
OR® B Bec®sF quony, & 2HEOST,
680 BwE 2D &g Dew D
ey sy Beef DO HFOTew
gDesy WEBE.

8. & 8. e Ow. (&c emned®
RBIDB €5V 5)
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(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third Col-
ombo Central)

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the mem-
bers of my party in this House and cn
my own behalf, I should like to add
a few words in support of the Motion
that has been moved by the Hoa.
Leader of the House and seconded by
the hon. Member for Medawachchiya
(Mr. Maithripala Senanayake).

I had the privilege of knowing the
late Mr. Rajapaksa both as a Col-
league in this House for many years
and as a well-known and prominent
political personality in the Southern
Province. In this House, Sir, he
served with distinction, and rose to
the position of Deputy Speaker. More
than that, in the Southern Province
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he was closely associated with pro-
gressive movements, especially those
designed to espouse the cause of the
peasantry of that province. In that
respect he followed in the footsteps
of his distinguished brother and did
so with great fidelity to the cause
which his brother had espoused.

I agree with the tribute paid by the
hon. Member for Agalawatta (Dr.
Colvin R. de Silva) to the personal
qualities of the late Mr. Rajapaksa.
He was a modest and simple man, a
man of genuine humility. That wes
the quality that immediately im-
pressed itself upon all those who
came into contact with him.
Nevertheless, despite his simplicity
and despite the fact that he quite
rarely raised his voice in any regard,
he remained very faithful to those
political principles that he had
espoused even at the cost of his per-
sonal advancement, and, in that res-
pect, we all held him in high regard.

Now that he is no more with us, all
we can do is to place on record our
appreciation of the contribution
which he made in furthering the in-
terests of those who sent him to this
House and those on whose behalf hz,
his brother, and other members of
his family had worked.

I, therefore, associate myself with
the tributes that have already been
paid to our late Colleague and sup-
port the request made by the Leader
of the House that a minute of these
Proceedings be sent to the family of
the late Mr. Rajapaksa, to whom we
express our condolences.

ccRemnBw &. 28. 3. sNaHHSY
(> cd)

(Q_r&i .
BT )

(Dr, E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

Sir, on behalf of my party, I wish
to associate myself with the tributes
that have been paid and the sen:i-
ments exoreseed by leaders on both
sides of the House.

GTLD.
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The late Mr. Rajapaksa was well
known to us as a kindly gentleman. I
remember once asking him why he
wore a saffron-coloured shawl always.

He said, “ This is not saffron-colourad.
This is the colour of the ground, the
soil. I represent the children of the
soil, the agriculturists.” And truly
did he do so. He was modest, charm-
ing, and very sincere. That is the
greatest tribute that we can pay him.

Sir, enough has been said, and

nothing more need be added except
that we express our sincere sympa-
thies to the members of his family
and his relations.

WD BN GRS
(FuTBTWST Yeuiser)
(Mr. Speaker)

I wish to associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by both sides
of the House on the death of Mr. D.
A. Rajapaksa. I shall request the
Clerk of the House to make a minute
of the Proceedings of today and send
a copy thereof to the members of the
bereaved family.

e BHe® TIwLIW:
O8. ©0. O®. »d 8PS
Oye)4)

WTTHmES @I :
eQ@)LI GTLb. GT&. GTLD- p@ whssri

LEAVE orF ABSENCE: Mr. M. H. M.
NAiNA MARIKAR

o 8. 8. ¢ 8

(Qzorrar &. (G, 19 Poveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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PREVAILING UNREST AT THE UNIVER-
SITIES

BEND cnRen Sw. (cem exed)

(ﬁ@ @un"@!;
050)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

I ask leave under Standing Order
No. 18 to move the adjournment of
the House to discuss a definite
matter of urgent public importance,
namely, the prevailing unrest at the
universities, with special reference
to the name and status problems of
these universities.

Qe riowr—0GsTapLoL] s

DS BN G

(FLITBTILGT @l &oT)

(Mr. Speaker)

At a meeting of leaders of parties
it was agreed that an opportunity be
given to discuss this matter today. If
the House agrees, without proceeding
under Standing Order No. 18, the
matter can be taken up at 4.30 p.M.
in order to give both sides of the
House an opportunity of discussing
it. Otherwise, the discussion will
have to start at 5.30 p.M. and it may
be that Government will not have
much time to reply.

aé 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qaorras &. 1F. g Hdaur)
(The Hon, C. P. de Silva)

I agree.

D8snd owmBw .
(B Quiw . Gerievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I withdraw the application.
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AIR CEYLON (AMENDMENT) BILL

“ to amend the Air Ceylon Act.”
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Presented by the Hon. D. P. R. Guna-
wardena, on behalf of the Minister of
Communications ; to be read a Second
time upon Tuesday, 21st November 1967,
and to be printed.
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GENERAL AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION BILL

“to make provision for General and
Technical Education in Elementary,
Lower and TUpper Secondary and
Technical Schools; to provide for the
organization of different types of schools
for such purposes; to provide for the
establishment of the Ceylon Institute of
Education ; to establish a Unified Educa-
tional Service: to create a fund to be
called the National Education Fund ; and
to make provision for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto.”
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Presented by the Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriya-
golle, Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs ; to be read a Second time upon

Tuesday, 21st November 1967, and to be
printed.
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BUSINESS REGISTRATION (EXEMPTION FROM
SURCHARGE) BILL

“{o make provision for the retrospect-
ive exemption of certain businesses from
the levy and payment of the surcharge
imposed by the Business Registration
(Surcharge) Act, No. 16 of 1961, and for
the refund of any amounts paid by way
of such surcharge by such businesses.”
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Presented by the Hon. C. P. de Silva, on
behalf of the Minister of Finance; to be
read a Second time upon Tuesday, 21st
November 1967, and to be printed.
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON CEvLON

(PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS) ORDER
in Councin

o& 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Qzeroreu &. (5. 19 QG-UG‘U.'T)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I move,

“That the number of Members to be
nominated to the Select Cemmirtee on

Ceylon (Parliamentary Elections) Order
in Council shall be fifteen.”

Beviiens

A similar Motion was passed last
year also and we appointed a Com-
mittee of 15 Members. We intend to
appoint the same Members to the new
Committee.

B0 BB @wém GE
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Question proposed.

g. on. 2.42

@nde e85 @d. ¢ B
(sorflB Qsreveller oyr. 19 Hevaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
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D BNGEDDE
(Furprus; oyeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Will the hon. Member take very
much longer ?

B e 3 @i. ¢ 8T

(sorflg Qsroeler i i &Hoar)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Yes, Sir. I am on a very important
point.

WD BRGNS

(Furprius; _g;@ﬂi&'ﬁir)

(Mr. Speaker)

I did not want to interrupt you,
but I noticed that the point you are
making is that Members who are
appointed to this Select Com-
mittee should be aware of all these
matters.

el e 3sY @& ¢ B
(sorfle Qaroeler yi. 1. Hovar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Yes, Sir.

a& 8. 8. ¢ 8
(Qserras &. (F. 19 Qeveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Opposition has sent in their
names already.

D BNGD NS
(FUTFTLST el &6T)
(Mr. Speaker)

Will the hon. Member try to be as
short as possible ?

aeh o3 @i ¢ B
(sarplG Qsradler gyi. 1 Hever)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I will.
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D 1 BN G S
(FUTBTLST el Sor)
(Mr. Speaker)

Is not there provision for that if
a man claims a seat ?

Dol e @E ¢ B
(soorflG Qaradler oyi. 15 Hever)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
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If I may say that in English : the
constitutional procedure in that
narrow case is not mentioned in
Ceylon and it is, at the least, not
certain that it is.
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DN BENGDHNS

(surpruss _geurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Those are all matters for the Select
Committee. This Motion is only to
enable the nomination of fifteen
Members to the Select Committee.

&Deh o3 @d. ¢ BC D
(serfl Qaredler gy 19 Heveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Yes, Sir. But there is one point I
want to make. You will see what I
am coming to, on the law of agency,
in a moment. It is too complicated
and subtle a thing not to be men-
tioned.

2 S BN DS

(FLUTprUsST 9o &6r)

(Mr. Speaker)

The law of agency is a matter that
will be decided upon by the Select
Committee. All these matters will be
relevant only when the report of the
Select Committee is before the House.

B omE 35y @d. ¢ B8ED
(sorpls OQarevellear o g Soaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
Respectfully, Sir, it is a matter de-
manding such skilled analysis and
understanding,——

D BNRDND
(gLrprust oo ser)
(Mr. Speaker)

We shall have the hon. Member on
the Committee to lead them.

Bewldn 578 Ve3Dc

2352
Sed 8 wdém wend

el emE Y @d. ¢ 8@

(sr e Qamrovaer Y 1y Q}E}ﬁbmr)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

No. Sir. So long as I have a petition
against me, I do not think I should
be on a Select Committee concerning
this issue.

D BNGDDE
(Furprusr gyeulser)
(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member can give evidence
before the Select Committee.

peh emn@dsY @8 ¢ BE
(sar 55 Qsreveier DY 19 Soar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Sir, I shall have to await the out-
come of that petition.

D BNGDD
(Furprust oairser)
(Mr. Speaker)
I do not think——

e emE 3 @d. ¢ B D
(sar BB Qarevder oy 19 Heveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

If I am fortunate enough to have
a favourable result in that petition,
it may be time enough for me to ask
you, Sir, in the proper place, whether
it is possible for the Committee, if it
chooses to do so, to co-opt me on to it.

2D BN DD Do
(FLUTFTLST 9j6uTEoT )
(Mr. Speaker)

Why is the hon. Member so pessi
mistic ?

HDal e@ 3 8. ¢ B

(sorflG Qarevder oy 1. Adveur) =

(Dr, Colvin R. de Silva)

I, Sir, as a lawyer, recognize that.

the law is a gamble. As one having
direct experience of so many peti-
tions, and knowing that the courts
operate not with truth but with credi-
bility, and that the biggest of liars
can have the best of addresses 1n
court, you will forgive me if I do not
anticipate the outcome of a petition.

A
f
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WS BRGNS
(Furpruss yeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)
But, in any case, the hon. Member

can give evidence before the Select
Committee.

Ged e85 @&, ¢ 8C
(seor Bl @ Qareveler YT 19 Heveur )
(Dr, Colvin R. de Silva)

I would not like to, so long as there
is a petition. You will appreciate thut.

DN BRGNS

(FUrprusT geurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

The point is that, although what
the hon. Member is now dealing with
is no doubt interesting, there will not
be an end to this question because
these are matters that he can discuss
once the report is before the House.
The Motion before the House is for
the purpose of nominating fifteen
Members to the Select Committee.

G TR Y )
n;ué)ocs% SE 525!’ @d. & BC D
(soorB5 Qareveller oyi. 4 Seveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

The proposal of the Hon. Leader of
the House, you will please remember,
respectfully, was that we should re-
appoint the fifteen Members who
were appointed last year.

oG & 8. ¢ 8T

(Qzerrey &. 1F. 19 Qeveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I did not say so. The parties have
decided to do so.

Pk eME S . ¢ EED
(soorflF Qarovdler er. 13 Heover)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I may have misunderstood either
his Sinhalese or his pronunciation,
whichever it is.

DS BNRED DS

(ELIr TSt “eurs&er )

(Mr. Speaker) .

I think the.power to nominate is
given to the Speaker, and as such T

3——&D BHOY (87/11)
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shall consider all the points that have
been raised when I make the nomina-
tion.

@Dk e Iy @d. ¢ G
(sarpE Qarovdler oy 19 Hover)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

May I please be permitted to place
some of those points before you ?

DN BNRDD

(& LT BTWST 6T Eer)

(Mr. Speaker)

I thought the hon. Member had
done so successfully.

GDeh emE s @8. ¢ 8C D
(sorflG Qaradler oyf. 13 Heoeur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I have a couple of more matters to
touch on. I appreciate your anxiety
that I should not take long. But the
matter is far too serious to let it pass.

I hope this Select Committee will
ensure that we shall never witness
again the harassment and the oppres-
sion of humble, everyday, perfectly
honest men by utterly dishonest peti-
tions which have been brought in the
courts. I am not talking about my-
self. I am ready to point them out.
And some of them, if not for the skill
of their appeal lawyers, would be out
of this House today, and never,
never, if you will pardon my indigna-
tion, will I be able to reconcile myself
to a system of legal procedure that
results in that kind of oppression to
hon. Members of this House of the
humble variety.

The rich can defend themselves,
Sir. The rich have resources. The rich
can get the most skilled lawyers in
the country. The rich can get at wit-
nesses. The rich have clubs in which
to talk. The poor, they have only their
little humble homes from which they
come here, and if they by any chance
make some little mistake in their con-
duct i1 that modern great hotel called
“Sravasti,”- somebody, through -the~
. newspapers, will. be denouncmg them
as men unfit to be here.
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_ zsarbammmzsg@a Pl
(J.ufrgsfrm&s;r ;gziaeufrasawr)
(Mr. Speaker)

They also have got skilled advo-
cates, especially in the appeal court.

@Deh @B @8 ¢ B
(@eyr BB Qmmrevetler -y g qusufr)
(Dr. (Colvin(R. de! Silva) -

I thank you very deeply, Sir.

I was deliberately speaking in the
Sinhala language because these are
matters ordinarily discussed in Eng-
lishjand, believed to be undiscussable
in the Sinhala 1angqage and only, if
they are discussed in Sinhala will the
true proportions of the injustice that
goes in the name of petition proce-
dure be grasped, by the people of this
country.
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If you will bear with me, it will
save you a lot of complications.

DS BN )

(& LI & gyam"a:ai'r')

(Mr. Speaker)

When the hon. Member said “one
more word ”, I thought he would be
sitting down soon after.

Ppwl emmT3s @b ¢ 8T
(soor b5 Qaroveller DT 19 Hovaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I have left out many things. If you
will forgive me, Sir, it is a quarter
to four and at 4 o’clock we suspend
Sittings for tea, and at 4.30 we dis-
cuss another matter. I do not think it
would be possible to intrude into this
narrow apperture, if I may use that
term, and start on a discussion on the
special regulations brought by the
Hon. Minister of Education on which
he himself would wish a proper dis-
cussion in conditions which enabie
him to follow it and reply.
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"It is now 3.47 p. M If the I—Iouse
agrees the Slttmg can be suspended

now and the Adjournment moved
affeffeér Does the House agree pi
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(Mr, Speaker) _ _
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‘I move, &
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“ That the House do adJourn now.’
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-Question| proposed.:
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“(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Mr. Speaker, »F have to thank the
Hon. Leader of the House 'for con-
senting to move the Adjournment
of -the House at 430 pam. toienable
us to discuss a very urgent matter!
of public importance, namely, the
prevailing unrest at the universities.
I-want'first of all to' state that the
present’ ' ‘troubles ' affecting ~higher”
education in this country derive not
merely " from mistakes made by all’
those 'who have been entrusted with”
the task of administering these
universities ; it is not merely a ques-
tion of analyzmg the mistakes that
have been made by governments of
the past, the present Government,.
the present Hon. Minister of Educa-
tion and. others who adyised him,
It would be., much more. to our,
purpose to. examine some  of . the
basic questions that. are. mvo]fveﬁ iny
any serious attempt to recast the
structure . of the institutions, impart-
ing hig Il;:e; educatlon in this country ..
from the point. of  view. of getting,,

away from -the Fhﬂi,ej.ﬂt‘lee“thet now.,
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If you would permit me.to ge-back
totheir hisfory for aishort while, it
was, generally, recognized. a few)years
ago |that all was mot well with the
University- of: Ceylen rafl: ;Peraﬂ,emana,
and; that all was not.well iwith;these
twoo unmiversities : that,ichad - been
established in response;to/the;request
for contintimgothenpiriviena tradition
at university level, namely, the
piriyena.universities of= Vidyalankara
apd Vidyodaya. - The, problgxms WELE
looked. at from. various points of view.
and at-ene. stage the D. .C.R,, G‘runeJ
wardena .Committee  was appo;m;ed
todogk into. the pl;eblems affecting,
Vi ye ankara and; Vldyqdayat,ﬁ

sowiad aons1sfiib Isoitilog B it

The “quéstion Dof thel Various'
problems “affééting the "Uhiversity
of CE‘g"Ibn came to'a heéad’ nbt ierely
o'’ account '‘of ‘anybHods’ %é; pohtmal'
aberrations 'but'largely’"on -account
of the "fact that there"was a large’
mﬂux of students to “that university
through tge qualifying’ examination,
demanding higher educa‘tmn' Varl-'
ous solutions were thouﬂ‘ht ob” by
adrnmlstrators in 1L ard o~ ﬂ'ns.
matter,’ 'I’here was’' thé con;fplamtl
made in rega;d to, the former Vice:'
Chancellor "that “He had’ ‘gfter the
quahfymg ex;ammatlon sought to,
take ‘in'that number of students intn
Peradeniyd as could be' permltteql by
the accommodation m the halls of

re31dence 5
boiniM rtoH

gt 3lreic
: . v trealovale o
Then came the deezsmn to permit-
external studﬁf}ts;,rW@th the influx
of external students we had a new
set of problems. What I am, reallx
tryilg 'to point out  is that eve-
single . step that is taken from the
point. of view. of solvmg 2 problem
may. have that result 1mmedlate],yl of .
providing some klnd of solution t
the, problem at hand, but the. solu-
tioh , Itself generates a_ new, set of
problems which themselves demand
solution,, a nd, unless, “ad{;uuate steps
are; taken In regard to. that matter,
you. get a new, fEEllngrOf dlﬁCOnthtr
and a new, sense. oﬁ.despem and fruss
tratmn burning,in thelmmds of these .
who. come o these, *nstumtlone for,

., higher. eslmafmm SIS0 Wap  thiss
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situation at the time the present
Hon. Minister of Education took over
the subject of education. And in
1965 we had towards the end of that
year a boiling over of the situation
at Peradeniya in the form of a
strike which was also paralleled by
a similar strike in Colombo.

Now I want to stress this matter
to the Hon. Minister. We have dis-
agreed with him politically in regard
to a large number of matters. He
belongs to a party whose politics
we oppose—to put it very mildly,
we detest—but this is not a matter
of a political difference between the
Hon. Minister and ourselves. We
criticized them in 1965 for what we
considered to be an act of political
victimization carried out against the
teachers. But apart from certain
actions he engaged in after conversa-
tions which he had with certain
individuals in the course of the
recent troubles, basically I am pre-
pared to admit that the Hon. Minister
was genuinely interested in trying
to find a solution. He made mis-
takes, but in this matter while he
made mistakes, other than the kin~
of action he indulged in in a sense of
desperation when the problem
assumed proportions that he himself
could not tolerate, apart from certain
actions like that, basically I do not
think the Hon. Minister acted in a
malevolent way or in any malicious
way. That isnot an accusation I
am making against him.

The Hon. Minister quite correctly
refused to yield to the pressures of
those who wanted him to limit the
numbers that were being admitted
to the higher educational institutions
and for that purpose he started this
institution on the racecourse at the
Turf Club premises. But while that
was a solution of an immediate
problem, I can use that to illustraf~

what is my central thesis, namely,

that each ad hoc solution that you

adopt itself generates a set of new:

problems, and unléss you are readv
to deal with them immediately and
take the necessary steps
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matters become worse, you then get
the kind of explosive situation which
has resulted in the present unrest.

Now the Hon. Minister was quite
correct, and we on this side of the
House applauded him, when he
refused to yield to those who wanted
to limit the numbers that were
admitted to the higher educational
institutions and said, “ I will open the
racecourse to create a university ”,
and started an establishment there to
provide that opportunity. But that
itself necessitated that certain other
steps should be taken. There was
therefore a complex of problems
which were posed which demanded
«olutions.

The problem arose principally from
the question of how to find accommo-
dation and how to find the necessary
teaching facilities for the large
numbers that were coming and
knocking at the doors of the higher
educational institutions demanding
that they be given the opportunity of
obtaining at least a degree. That was
the basic question—a situation
created by the expanding population
of our Island.

Now, in addressing his mind to that,
he was also faced with a number of
other problems—the inadequacy of
the existing administrative set up,
the existing structure of the univer-
sity. He was also faced with the
necessity, which was a problem that
had been growing up for some time,
a matter on which many, many
experts have given their views,
namely, that of considering higher
education in the context of the
needs of a developing country. There
was a strong pressure to get away
from the bias in regard to the huma-
nities, to encourage technology and
science, and that pressure whichk had
its roots in the needs of a developing
society was also brought to bear on
the Hon. Minister. =

There was then the financial ques-
tion. There is a large percentage.of.
the annual estimates. devoted to. the. .
cause of education, and of that per-.
centage abidut 3.9 per cemt I8 being
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taken out for the purpose of higher
education, and with the increasing
amount that we budget for education
every year, that percentage also kept
on increasing; so you had a larger
proportion of money being invested
in higher education. There was the
question from the point of view of
?he country of assessing what is the
result that we are going to get cut
of this. It is not merely a question
of the individual, for we are not here
necessarily or primarily to educate
and train persons for the purpose of
occupying some platonic cultural
vacuum, but for the purpose of
fitting them into society.

The cultural needs and aspirations
of the individual, once you have
basically satisfied the national needs,
are something that could be provided
for through the organization of
extension classes, evening classes,
courses and the like; but primarily
the needs of the nation have to be
attended to.

There was also the question of
public accountability at this level, at
the level of this honourable House.

This was the complex of problems
that the Minister was called upon to
-solve. T do not say that they did not
exist earlier. Some of them have
been handed down from earlier
times, but they became acute, they
developed info an explosive situation
in the context of an expanding
demand for higher education on the
part of our people. That is why it
became incumbent upon the Minister
and his Government to seek an early
solution to these problems.

Side by side with this developing
situation in regard to the University
of Ceylon, we had also the problems
pinpointed by the D. C. R. Gunawar-
dena Committee in regard to Vidyo-
daya and Vidyalankara universities.
I do not necessarily accept all the
conclusions or the recommendations
of that committee, but they certainly
revealed a state of things which
required correction.

What was the Hon. Minister’s solu-
tion ? The Higher Education Act
No. 22 of 1966. I say that he did it in

4——358 8809 (67/11)
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all honesty. With a wvery mnoble
purpose he brought the Act because
he thought it would be the legal
mstrument through which he could
attempt a solution. But that Act was
bad and it remains a bad piece of
legislation, and every single step that
has been taken, administrative and
otherwise, in the course of the imple-
mentation of its provisions, has only
got the Minister and those who are
entrusted by him with the task of
managing higher education, the
National Council of Higher Education
and such bodies, into a morass out of
which they cannot{ find their way

today. That is the situation that has
arisen.

I am not blaming the Hon. Minister
for the Act. He acted on the advice
of various persons. But before I
proceed further there is one sad fact
that has to be mentioned—that edu-
cation and primarily higher education
in this country has got into diffi-
culties on account of a number of
vested interests.

There is, first of all, the political
vested interest. That is not a ques-
tion of Government or Opposition. It
is a question of political vested
interests that sometimes arise in
regard to this matter from the point
of view of undue political interfer-
ence, and out of that develop other
possibilities, maybe from the point of
view of the individual Member’s
electoral needs or the needs of per-
sons in very high places to get
preferment for persons connecled
with them. Out of that there has
developed a very dirty kind of poli-
tical vested interest.

There is also the question of
financial vested interests. There are
a number of contractors and others
who are interested in buildings, and
in the supply of equipment and the
like to, universities. They are the
financial sharks waiting to see that
somebody amenable to them gets
into an important position for the
purpose of satisfying their needs.

Apart from these two, there is the
academic vested interest, I am not
for a moment criticizing all tha dons
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or the teachers of these universities.
I have the greatest respect and regard
for the teaching staff of these univer-
sities, although I may disagree with
some individuals on various matters.
But it is not very far from human
nature for even a don, however
cultured a person he may be, to look
into the whole question of the
administrative structure of higher
education from the point of view of
what kind of golden road is open to
him for advancement from assistant
lecturer to lecturer, reader, professor,
dean and vice-chancellor. That is not
unnatural but it can be an impedi-
ment where that kind of interest
begins to play an important part.

There is another vested interest
which has grown up recently, namely,
the vested interest of the upper crust
oi the bureaucracy of the Education
Department. I am not for a mom-
ent criticizing individuals. But it is
a fact that one person who was in
the upper echelons of the educational
bureaucratic structure went as
secretary at Peradeniya; another
who was an education officer went
as secretary at Vidyalankara;
another went as secretary at Vidyo-
daya, and the last as the secretary in
Colombo. They are very good
persons. There is no doubt that in
their time they did a very good job
in the administration. But when you
get this kind of situation it is not
wrong to infer that there is a new
vested interest that has been created,
and that is of the upper crust of the
bureaucracy in the Education De-
partment, seeking new places in the
structure of higher education in
which. event any inference of this
nature would not be wrong. It was
in the midst of this that the Hon.

Minister brought this Act which has .

been the source of all these troubles.

In regard to the present problem,
it is true that Colombo has expanded
to a point at which the question of
administering it from the heights of
Peradeniya becomes an impossibility,
and creates a number of difficulties.
I do not think I should take up the
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time of the House in going into all
that. But the Hon. Minister took &
certain step, or he contemplated
taking a step, as far back as May.
The step was to create another
university in Colombo to break the
existing structure into two.
What did he do? He thought of
creating a university of Colombo.
Immediately there was resistance to
it and the resistance was made
known to the Hon. Minister as far
back as July this year. There were
a number of interviews which he
had with wvarious bodies. The
students met him more than once and
discussed the matter. As a result of
these interviews the Hon. Minister
proposed a new formula.

I want to say this : every single for-
mula that was announced by the
Hon. Minister or somebody in autho-
rity, without necessarily examining
the implications of that formula,
created a new set of interests round
that formula, and created a new set
of problems which he found it diffi-
cult to solve.

He first announced the division
into two. Then he said, “I will allow
all those who had joined the Univer-
sity before 1967 to sit for the Univer-
sity of Ceylon’s examination and get
that degree.” Now that was not
satisfactory. As a result of that the
students went on strike. The strike
commenced on the 19th of October.

Meanwhile, it is necessary to men-
tion the fact that this whole question
was considered by the senate, the
unified senate before it broke up into
two. They solemnly passed the reso-
lution that if there was to be a
division into these two universities,
one should be the University of
Ceylon, Colombo, and the other,
University of Ceylon, Peradeniya.
That was the resolution of the senate
before the division took place.

But the Hon. Minister was not
guided by that. Faced with the
strike the Hon. Minister began nego-
tiations. As for those negotiations I
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must blame the Hon. Minister. He
negotiated. with certain individuals
whom he sent for, or with those who
came to see him. Some of them
represented none but themselves.
Some of them represented these
various vested interests I have just
described. He thought of a new solu-
tion. By engaging in this kind of
negotiations he robbed himself of the
opportunity of negotiating with a
truly representative body in regard to
the entire student population. . He
created divisions among them. I do
not say he did it deliberately. I am
not for a moment saying that he did
it deliberately, but he encouraged
sectional interests among them. The
result was that he robbed himself of
the opportunity of having a unified
body with whom he could negotiate.
He emerged with a new formula. The
formula was to go back to the status
quo. That satisfied a section of the
arts students, but they demanded a
legal guarantee.

Before he made this announcemecnt,
he had already shown some earnest
of a desire to solve this problem by
withdrawing a regulation that was
being debated here conferring upon
the Peradeniya establishment the
status of the University of Ceylon,
Peradeniya. That regulation was
withdrawn, and that was taken as an
earnest of his good intentions to solve
this problem. But the arts students
said that they had been given
various undertakings from time to
time by those in authority and
it was therefore necessary to see this
in legislative form. What did the
Hon. Minister do ? He was unable to
satisfy them on that matter.

Meanwhile, once he had announced
the reconstitution of the University,
the Medical Faculty, the science
students, had their problms. The
Hon. Minister is committed in this
country to two teaching medical ins-
titutions. Of these I do not want to
discuss the question of which is
better than the other, of which is the
true heir to all the traditions of the
old Ceylon Medical College. Un-
doubtedly, the Ceylon Medical
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College was in Colombo, and once you
had divided this university into two
it was thought that each of these
teaching institutions would develop
on independent lines, with indepen-
dent functions, with some degree of
autonomy devolving upon each in
regard to the courses of study and the
like. The proposal for re-unification
cut across all that.

Now, the melancholy history of
what took place after that is known.
The Hon. Minister thought he had
Cabinet sanction for some particular
announcement he made, but it was
later discovered that while certain
Ministers may have agreed with him
there was no such decision.

The Hon. Minister stepped in to
solve the problem. He had before him
one of two solutions: either the re-
constitution of the University of
Ceylon with two campuses, or the
divisions, with the grant of the name
“University of Ceylon, Peradeniya ”
to one and “ University of Ceylon,
Colombo ” to the other.

But at a discussion which was held
with some of the dons and student
representatives, while he had given
the medical students the hope that
both these institutions would have
equality of status, when he was faced
with the two vice-chancellors and the
Chairman of the National Council of
Higher Education, apparently there
were sufficient arguments used—my
own belief is that those arguments
were not based upon facts—to con-
vince him that those were not feasible
solutions, and he was asked to adopt
a third position, namely, that of giving
the Colombo institution the status of
a university of Ceylon, while the
name “University of Ceylon” was
reserved for the institution at Pera-
deniya.

You were once again placed in
another difficulty. The moment
you announced that position you
created another difficulty for the
medical students and the science
students. The arts students had their
difficulties and they saw him, and thev
were told, “ You will be provided with
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the same lecturers as before and
those who are sitting for the next
examination will be given degrees of
the University of Ceylon. You will
get the same teaching facilities. The
lecturers will come down to teach
you.”

While that was done the medical
students and the science students had
their problems unsolved.

Every single announcement creates
a new set of interests round it. The
students at Peradeniya, and by and
large the lecturers and the teaching
staff at Peradeniya, had never object-
ed to the name “ Peradeniya ” being
added to the University of Ceylon. In
fact, in all documents it has been so ;
every one of these institutions so far
has been a university of Ceylon. If
you look at the Act in regard to the
pirivena universities, the name is the
Vidyalankara University of Ceylon
and the Vidyodaya University of
Ceylon. And the University of Ceylon,
Peradeniya, has been using the name
“University of Ceylon, Peradeniya, ”
without let or hindrance or any objec-
tion. The senate had decided upon
that name. But once you go and
announce that that is going to be the
University of Ceylon par excellence
and the other will be the University
of Ceylon, Colombo, you then create
a new vested interest in Peradeniya
round the new status that has been
conferred upon it and you get objec-
tions thereafter—it is natural that
there should be objections thereafter
—to the name Peradeniya being
added.

Now, some of these persons have
been asking : “ What is in a name ?”
Let there be no misunderstanding.
This is not merely a question of a
name but a complex of other prob-
lems that go with the name. If you
have a name which confers one status
upon one university and another
status upon another university, in the
matter of the students seeking
admission you will tend to get
students of an inferior qualitv into
one. In the recruitment of staff you
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will tend to get the best qualified per-
sons into the institution which ig of
a higher status. It is all very well
to say, “ Let them develop, and once
they develop they can take their own
stand among the universities of the
world as institutions that command
respect.” But you cripple them from
the start when you give them in the
eyes of the world and the public of
Ceylon a different status by virtue of
a name.

That is the essence of the question,
but beyond that you get the adminis-
trative difficulties. The Prime Minis-
ter realizes it. When you satisfy the
arts students by one solution, that
creates complications which dis-
appoint the science students. If you
try to satisfy the science students and
the medical students with one solu-
tion you create a disappointment in
the minds of the arts students.

Now, there was one solution that
was open to the Prime Minister at
the time he made this communique.
Instead of being so quick to issue
that communique, if he had taken
time to consult the wvarious bodies
concerned, as he said he would do—
and I know he intended to do that; I
believe he intended to do that—if
he had called them up and consulted
them, worked out a common formula,
thrashed out the problems each one
had and shown them how each one
impinges on the other one’s prob-
lems, if he had summoned a round-
table conference of the wvarious
parties, they would have come gladly.
They would have come with con-
fidence in his capacity to solve the
problem. But I say this—I am not
imputing motives for one moment to
anybody—he made a mistake when
he merely summoned three persons,
namely, the two vice-chancellors and
the Chairman of the National Coun-
cil of Higher Education. And 1
believe that on the basis of a dis-
cussion there, somehow he was con-
vinced that the name University
of Ceylon has to be the property of
the institution at Peradeniya, and he
issued a communique.
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(Mr. Speaker)

How much longer will you take ?

D&MD ceanBesn D,
(& Quii@ey Qardievr )
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Not more than five or six minutes.

What is the way out of this ? You
have a problem at Vidyalankara.
There is a strike going on. The Minis-
ter closed the institution down and
then re-opened it, and now there is
a strike going on. I say that the
administration at Vidyalankara has
completely broken down. There is a
genuine protest on the part of the
persons who are protesting
that they cannot receive
higher education in an atmosphere
that breeds corruption. That fact
must be faced by this honourable
House. This is the second time I am
making that charge. I will give you
one instance. I do not want to go on
with more facts: for one thing I
have no time: for another it
involves personalities and I have no
desire to make accusations against
persons unless they are given the
proper opportunity to defend them-
selves. But I will give one instance
and one matter from which you can
infer what the position is. For ten
years you have passed monies
amounting to several lakhs at that
university in its budget for the pur-
pose of research. What research has
been done ? Nothing. All that they
have to show by way of results in
research is a Sinhala translation of
a book published by the University
of Ceylon at Peradeniya. That is all
the research that has been done. 1
can go into all the forms of nepo-
tism that has been practised thers,
the maladministration that has taken
place, which has not been corrected
by your new set-up at all. You can-
not function under this set-up with
your Higher Education Act and the
regulations made thereunder.

It is one sorry mess at Vidya-
lankara today. You have a set of
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rules in that place in terms of which
it is almost an offence, for which you
can be fined Rs. 50, if you drop a
cigarette butt on the ground.
Students have been told that they
cannot practise their religion in the
rooms. It is an offence for students to
drive a car within a five-mile radius
of the campus. I can show you the
rules. I can document them. I have
got a copy of the rules. No
student can bring a car into the
premises ; no student can drive a car

within a five-mile radius of the
campus. The vice-chancellor must
have his own policemen around the
place in order to find out whether
students are driving cars or not. This
is a most naive and abominable set
of rules devised for the students.—
[Interruption]. In these rules the
students are told that they are sub-
ject to these rules and at the same
time that they are subject to the
laws of the land. If the vice-
chancellor had told them so, I
suppose the undergraduates would
have believed that they are outside
the territorial limits of Ceylon and
that the laws of Ceylon no longer
operated in regard to them. Sir, this
is a laughable situation even in
regard to the worthwhile things they
have tried to do. I say that this
whole thing requires recasting.

You have operated your Higher
Education Act for one year now.
Whoever is to be blamed for it, we
have got into a mess. We may fignt
each other politically. We seek the
overthrow of the Government just
as, when we were on that side, you
sought the overthrow of that Govern-

ment and accomplished it. That is
not the question here. We
have no right to meddle with the
lives of the next generation that will
take over from us, and will have to
cure the mess that we have made. It
is they who are going to be entrust-
ed,  with the carrying on of the
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affairs of this country, and I think
the least that we can do is

to provide them with an opportunity -

of obtaining the higher education
which they seek.

I say that we cannot afford the
luxury of so many universities. We
have not got the teaching staff ; we
cannot man the faculties. One of
the complaints at Vidyalankara is
that there are a number of faculties
in which persons have entered for
courses of study but in these facul-
ties there is no head, no professor.
The head of the department is miss-
ing, and you are conferring Honours
degrees for courses of study which
are incomplete. What is the value of
that? You are teaching DBusiness
Management here. I have the greatest
respect for the Professor of Econo-
mics here in Colombo—he is a good
economist—but I ask you, in that
Economies Department can you
teach Business Management ? I say
that we have not got the necessary
staff for manning all these faculties,
the multiplicity of faculties for the
same subjects in a number of univer-
sities.

' Therefore, you have to specialize.
It you specialize and have one Uni-
versity of Ceylon you will get rid of
this headache in regard to the name
once and for all. Have one Univer-

sity of Ceylon. That was the
recommendation in the Needham
Report. Needham recommended a

campus at Jaffna, a campus at Col-
ombo, and a campus at Peradeniya,
comprising one university. He knew
the need for administrative auto-
nomy, not the kind of autonomy on
which the Hon. Minister and others
disagreed during the Debate on the
Higher Education Act. You cannot
run a centralized institution like that
from one place. Therefore, he
suggested a Vice-Chancellor and a
Provost. Whether you accept that
or not, whether you call them cam-
puses or colleges, it does not matter,
but let us specialize at the various
places. Have the Vidyalankara
University for a special set of

studies, the Vidyodaya University for
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another special set of studies, Coi-
ombo for something else, and Pera-
deniya for something else. You can
have medical institutions at both
these places because they have the
staff at both these places that can

run them. Let them exist on the
most cordial terms instead of
imposing these administrative

arrangements, pitting one against the
other.

Today we are faced with this
question, and that as a result of what
has been denounced ? Who is going
to inherit the bursaries that have
been given and the old Jeejeebhoy
scholarships to the Ceylon Medical
College—the bursaries, the scholar-
ships, the endowments and various
other things ? Are they going to
Peradeniya ? Under the present set
—up they all go to Peradeniya. In
terms of your present communigque
they go to Peradeniya, and Colombo
is denied these things. So, you have
heartburning and heart-searching on
these matters. The M. D. examina-
tion cannot be held today because
of this clash. Let these medical
institutions be on the most fraternal
relations. We have to create the
conditions and legislate, administer
and provide the money for that
purpose. I appeal to the Hon. Prime
Minister to review this matter.
What is necessary is to examine it
once again. What I have suggested
may be considered ; that is, among
other things, having one univer-
sity with different campuses Or
colleges with a devolution of power
to enable them to develop inde-
pendently, with that degree of inde-
pendence, though administered
through the National Council or one
centre like that. That proposal too
poses problems that have to be
solved. :

I say that the operation of the
Higher Education Act up to now has
created problems such as the grow-
ing unrest and complete lack of
satisfaction on the part of the dons
and the students, and the sense of
frustration that is growing up in the
minds of the students and the
teachers themselves. We have 10
get away from this position.
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I say that the time has come to
appoint a proper committee. Let
the Hon. Minister appoint it. Get

down a man like Needham from .

abroad if you can, or somebody like
him. Give him the necessary colla-
borators from here. Have this
question reviewed and examined
from the point of view of the neces-
sary recommendations. Give them
a time limit and say, “Do this
before February or March 1968 .
Then have their recommendations
discussed here in the form of a
White Paper and proceed to imple-
ment them. Let all persons and
bodies concerned make representa-
tions to that committee.

The time has come to look at this
whole question not through the eyes
of the bureaucracy of the Education
Department though some of them
are worthwhile persons, very effi-
cient and very able. It is not enough
to look at the problem through our
eyes alone—we are politicians with
other interests—or through the eyes
of the Hon. Minister alone or his
National Council. With all the
difficulties they have faced, I say
they have bungled. You have to
admit the fact that they have
bungled. Whose responsibility it is
I do not know. But appoint an
independent committee or commis-
sion with the necessary authority
given to them to go into this whole
question ; to examine right down
from the question of the structure
that has to be proposed to the ques-
tion of the corruption that is taking
place in some of these institutions ;
to examine the whole gamut of
events that have led to the mess
we see today. We can then proceed
to legislate and thereafter to imple-
ment such legislation early next
year. That is the plea I make; I
make this plea to the Hon. Prime
Minister too. By adopting the
measures that I have suggested, I
trust some solution can be found
which will enable these students at

least now to resume their studies.
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a& AE o NG
(Qazerres L afl Coa@priss)
(The Hon, Dudley Senanayake)

Mr. Speaker, I do not propose to
deal with the matters raised by the
hon. Member for Walapane (Mr. T.
B. M. Herath) during the course of
his remarks because I have no doubt
that the Hon. Minister in his reply
will deal with some of them.

In passing I only wish to remark
that it would be more appropriate to
discuss appointments and their irre-
gularities once the House is in
possession of the C. W. E. Com-
mission report. We shall discuss
these matters when we all have the
necessary facts available to us.

I am compelled to make a few re-
marks in view of the fact that I had
occasion, on an Adjournment Motion
earlier, to intervene in this matter
and because the hon. Member for
Colombo South (Mr. Bernard Soysa)
referred to that intervention in the
remarks he made.

Firstly, I would remind hon.
Members of the House that some
months back the Hon. Minister of
Education brought forward a propo-
sal for the stablishment of a separate
university in Colombo. It was can-
vassed in this House. He adduced

1967 emn®@& 20
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some very good reasons for having
a separate university. The manage-
ment of the university in Colombo as
a campus of the university at Pera-
deniya, according to the Hon. Minis-
ter and the facts put forward by him,
became rather difficult, and the
situation called for the establishment
of a university in Colombo. That was,
I believe, accepted by the House
without a division. I do not know
whether the hon. Member for
Colombo South has any doubt about
this. I cannot remember.—[Interrup-
tion].

DB 5D cnEen D

(Bm. Quiey Qeriienr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I mentioned that there will be
trouble about the name.

ab ARE o 51BNGH
(Qsorres 1t ofl Caepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

He may have mentioned that there
will be trouble about the name. But
I do not think that he, for a moment,
contested the desirability of having
another university in Colombo.

Well, it may be that on second
thoughts we are thinking of other
solutions. I do not blame him or any-
body else because various views
have been put forward and attitudes
towards the solution of this problem
may have changed, but I want to
bring forward this fact that for very
good reasons adduced by the Hon.
Minister on that occasion, it was
decided, practically unanimously, by
this House that there shall be
another university in Colombo.

Now the whole trouble originelly
arose over the name. It is after this
trouble had arisen and had gone on
sometime that I myself interdicted
and made a statement. I want to
refer to parts of that statement
because my subsequent conduct in
the light of the statement I made
seems to be questioned. What I did
say on that occasion was that, when
the Hon. Minister himself brought up
certain proposals before the Cabinet,
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an opinion was expressed that it
would be undesirable to change the
name of the university at Peradeniya

which is known as the Uni-
versity of Ceylon. It has had that
name, and it has been known

throughout the world by that name.
It has turned out graduates as gradu-
ates of the University of Ceylon..
Therefore, I said whatever name is
given to the Colombo Institu-
tion, let wus not change the
name of the  University of
Ceylon. Now, I made that quite clear
in my statement. I shall read it out:

“ However, there was a feeling in the
minds of the members of the Cabinet
that any alteration, even by implication,
of any word or letter in the status of the
university that had been established for
some time at Peradeniya, would be un-
satisfactory, ”

That was the statement I made,
and in fact I went on to say:

“ ... without derogating from the
status that Peradeniya held, to give a
similar status to the university consti-
tuted at Colombo.”—[OFFICIAL REPORT,
6th November 1967 ; Vol. 75, cs. 2270 and
24T

Perhaps what I meant would not
have been clear, but to my mind
what I said was, let us not change
the name of the University at Pera-
deniya, but let us give the University
of Colombo the status of a university
of Ceylon. It is perfectly clear. As far
as T can see that is what I stated. And
the further statement was made that
I shall consult—the hon. Member for
Colombo South referred to that—the
persons interested before a final
decision is made.

In fact I can tell the hon. Member
for Colombo South that after my
statement various student deputa-
tions saw me in my office and wanted
an elucidation, a clarification of my
statement. They wanted to know
what I actually meant. I think the
hon. Member for Colombo South is
also aware of it. I told them what T
intended to convey by my statement,
namely, that there should be no
chanoe at all in recard to Peradeniva
but that we would give the status
of a university of Ceylon to the
Colombo institution.
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There were certain other difficul-
ties wnat L mentioned. For instance,
tnere were some students who
entered the University of Ceylon be-
fore this naming took place. What
they wished was to have the degree
of the University of Ceylon even
though they were now in the newly
named University of Colombo. I said
tnat that adjustment could easily be
done. We can give the option to all
those who entered the university be-
fore the naming to have the degree
of the University of Ceylon if they
so wished.

Now, Mr. Speaker, after I met the
deputations of students there was a
discussion with certain other people
who were interested in the university
question, namely, the Hon. Minister
himself, the Chairman of the
National Council of Higher Educa-
tion, and the two vice-chancellors. I
had a discussion with them too, and
I believe the Hon. Minister of Edu-
cation will bear me out when I say
that the Vice-Chancellor at Pera-
deniya was opposed to any change in
the name of the Peradeniya institu-
tion. That was his view. He expressed
it at that conference. He said that
there may be trouble in Peradeniya
if that was done. Hon. Members may
say that the University Senate passed
a resolution for changing it. It is true.
but I am telling you what the Vice-
Chancellor at Peradeniya stated at
that discussion. After that discussion
it was decided that the Peradeniya
institution should retain the name it
had without any change, and the
Colombo institution should be called
“University of Ceylon, Colombo ”,
cgiving it the status of a university of
Ceylon.

There was a deputation that met
me after that. Professor Mylvaganam.
Dr. Hoover, and some other came
along with some students. They took
this matter up. They were not satis-
fied with that decision. As far as I
can remember, they were suggesting
that one be called “ University of
Cevlon, Peradeniya, and the other
“University of Ceylon, Colombo,” or
something to that effect.
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Professor Mylvaganam and I were
colleagues at a university once. I told
Protessor Mpylvaganam, “ You are
a graduate ot Campridge and so am l.
We were together. How would you
like if the name ‘Cambridge’ was
changed ?” 1 do not think he said
anything in reply to that. I asked him
whether he did not likewise think
that the graduates of FPeradeniya
would also not like the name of the
Peradeniya university, known
throughout the world, changed sud-
denly. I told him that he and I would
cease to be graduates of an existent
university if the name of the Cam-
bridge University was changed. Simi-
lar feelings would arise as regards
the graduates of the University of
Ceylon if we changed the name in
any way and gave it a different name.

I think they argued to the effect
that Colombo was really the seat of
the university and that Peradeniya
had a certain number of faculties. 1
told them that I had been a member
of the University Council for a num-
ber of years and I was aware of the
fact that Peradeniya was the seat of
the university, and that faculties in
Colombo were gradually being shifted
to Peradeniya. In fact, I remember,
there was a delay in shifting the
Engineering Faculty. There was a
row going on between the then Vice-
Chancellor and the Professor of
Engineering. The Vice-Chancellor
was accusing the Professor of Engi-
neering of causing undue delay in
shifting the Engineering Faculty
from Colombo to Peradeniya. All
those were illustrative of the fact that
Peradeniya was acknowledged to be
the site that was decided upon. So
that, those were the circumstances in
which this particular decision was
made. I told them, “ You may make
any decision you like about the
name ; one can argue till the cows
come home that it is wrong. Make any
decision, and I will argue against it.”
It is possible, always possible in a
matter such as this, to argue that the
particular naming is unsatisfactorv.

Then, as regards these funds and
various things that the hon. Member
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Soysa) referred to, adjustments can
be made about financial provision so
that the Colombo institution will not
suffer.

Therefore, I want hon. Members Lo
realize that it was not with the in-
tention of giving a secondary status
to the Colombo institution that this
naming in this fashion took place.
There would have been criticism,
there might have been trouble—l1
cannot say there would have been—
if the name of Peradeniya was
changed.

AE5ND ceBew Sw.

(Bl Quiey, Gerdenr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

After your communique there
would have been trouble, because you
had given them the status of “ Uni-
versity of Ceylon.” Nobody would
like to derogate from that status after
it had been created.

Q&L VDRE o sz

(Qserrar 1 ofl Cayprudss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I did not give them that status
They had that status. I did not agree
to that status being changed. It is a
status they had. I felt it was undesir-
able to change that—not the status,
that name. As a matter of fact, to my
mind, under this new naming, both
institutions have the status of Univer-
sities of Ceylon. But I did not want
to change the name of Peradeniya. I
thought so for very good and strong
reasons. That was the whole trouble.

I did also say in that discussion
with the professors that a university
does not get its reputation and status
through a name. I reminded them
that each university builds up a re-
putation of its own for particular
branches of study. For instance, I
reminded Professor Mylvaganam that
when we went to Caombridge—1I do
not know whether it is the same now
—Cambridge was reputed for science
and Oxford for arts. I do not know
whether the same situation holds
now. EKEach university builds un =
reputation for studies in a particular

for Colombo South (Mr. Bernard branch; and through the lapse of
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years it may be that Colombo
will build up a much higher reputa-
tion than Peradeniya. In certain
branches of study, Colombo would
have an advantage over Peradeniya.
The hon. Member for Colombo South
must agree that it will have such
advantage. In those branches of
study, its reputation will be much
higher than Peradeniya. But that is
to be seen. The matter of reputa-
tion, the standing, of a university is
determined by its whole body—the
professors, the lecturers, the
students. It is they who can build
up that reputation.

I am glad I got this opportunity of
making this statement, because I
~ have not moved from the position I

took up when I made the earlier

statement.
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Please give me half a second to explain.
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will wait till I make that statement.”
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(Mr. Speaker)

I am sorry to interrupt the hon.
Member, but the time allotted to him
by the Whip is 20 minutes. I should
like to ask him to be as short as
possible because there are three other
Members who wish to speak.
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“The University constituted by this
Ordinance shall have its seat in or near
Kandy, on the site lying within the
boundaries of any land hereafter vested
in the University under section 5 (here-
inafter referred to as the University pre-
cints).”
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“However, there was a feeling in the
minds of the members of the Cabinet
that any alterations, even by implication,
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The operative words are “in the
status of the university.” “Even by
implication, of any word or letter in
the status of the university. ”
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(Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam—Jaffna)

Mr. Speaker, may I say, in fairness
to the last speaker, that I did
endeavour to follow precisely the
thesis that he was trying to estab-
lish. He has taken the time of one
of his Colleagues and spoken for
over forty-five minutes.

Be that as it may, I did make a
very earnest effort to try and
follow precisely the point he was
trying to make. I failed, maybe due
to a lack of understanding on my
part.

How Harlem Ghettos, the bomb-
ing of North Vietnam, and Mao’s
cultural revolution have anything to
do with the problem, a very deep
problem, with which the entire
country is confronted, I must con-
fess that, even in a flight of rhetoric,
I am unable to comprehend.

I was deeply moved by the atti-
tude and the utterances of the hon.
Member for Colombo South (Mr.
Bernard Soysa), and I was thinking
that this present tragedy that is
being enacted before this country,
before this House, on this question
of higher education #would be a
matter on which the attitude of
mind displayed by the hon. Member
for Colombo South would produce
the best possible results.
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I admit that all of us cannot be
i_nfallible. In fact none of us can be
infallible, not even the Minister of
Education. But giving the Minister
credit for good intentions, giving
him credit for honesty of purpose,
and giving him all the excuses for
the mistakes that a man is likely to
make whether in the Cabinet or out-
side it, cannot we put our heads

together to try and see what is
fundamentally wrong ?

‘May I say this: that we on either

side of the House, individually or
collectively, are not equipped to
pronounce or to prescribe the precise
medicines for a very deep-seated
malaise in the realm of higher
education in this country.

One point was made by the Hon.
Prime Minister about which I was a
bit surprised. He said—in fact that
is correct—that by means of a regu-
lation published in the Government
Gazette the Colombo University
was sought to be created by way of
a Motion introduced by the Minister
of Education.

I had objected to this method of
introducing legislation in regard to
the incorporation of universities
contemplated in the Higher Educa-
tion Act. I have said so in this House
and I have said so elsewhere; I
have said so to the Government
Group.

Here is an example, with all the
goodwill and all the good intentions
on both sides of the House, of what
happens when a regulation is intro-
duced by reference to a notification
in the Government Gazette.

These regulations are carried on
from day to day, from week to week,
from one Order Book to another,
and eventually they are taken up
for discussion.

Some of us are culpable. I admit
I am culpable. A very cursory con-
tribution was made I believe by the
hon. Member for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernard 3oysa) on that occa-
sion, and there was hardly an
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explanation by the Minister of
Education, and the Motion was
passed almost without discussion.

Just because the Motion was
passed in that way—the Motion in
regard to the establishment of a
university at Colombo or the
Colombo University or the Univer-
sity of Ceylon in Colombo—it does

not matter which—it does
not mean that we have obtained the
considered imprimatur, the consi-

dered sanction, and the considered
approval of the representatives of
the people, or for that matter that
we have public opinion behind us.
I would like the Minister and the
Cabinet to consider this.

I must say this. I simply cannot,
and will not, subscribe to every
attempt to impute motives, to ques-
tion one’s veracity, and so on. I do
not think that it does any honour
either to the speaker from the
Opposition or to this House,

I repeat, giving full marks for the
good and honourable intentions of
the Minister and the Cabinet, let us
face the fact that we have obviously
blundered, obviously taken a wrong
step or, at least, shall I say, taken a
hasty step, and in so doing we have
created problems; and in attempt-
ing to meet a problem we have
come out with a hasty solution
which has again created problems,
and in this way from week to week
it is really useless wasting one’s
time in trying to memorize and
have a brief in regard to the various
statements made. Actually, that is
not the purpose in view.

I repeat that there is a very, very
big problem, a deap-seated problem,
in the matter of university education
in this country. We have appointed
commission after commission and
apparently their reports have been
pigeon-holed. The situation was get-
ting out of hand and suddenly the
situation was met by an improvisa-
tion, namely, the creation of a uni-
versity in Colombo, whatever that
may mean.
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What was all this talk about status
and name over which the hon.
Member was emitting such a lot of
hot air for half an hour? Surely,
it is not a question of status or
name ! 1t is the question of what
we have done about university
education which has created such
deep-seated discontent. It is not a
struggle between the capitalists and
the socialists. That is bunkum !
He was talking utter gibberish'
The fact of the matter is that we
have not provided for an expanding
population with a large number of
students coming out of a large
number of institutions asking for,
pulsating for higer education, to
enter the portals of a university.

I agree with the Hon. Prime
Minister that nobody would want to
change the name of a university that
exists and has existed, namely, the
University of Ceylon. I believe it
is churlish and petty for us to
change it; nobody would want to
change it. Let the University of
Ceylon continue. May I say this ?
1t is not the continuance of the Uni-
versity of Ceylon that matters ; nor
is it the name or parity of status of
what we are going to create in
Colombo or elsewhere. ~ What
matters is the working out of a
scheme with the assistance of people
qualified to do so, of providing for
the means of imparting university
education to a growing population of
students.

Now what happened was that a
couple of months back you intro-
duced this particular regulation and
created overnight the University of
Colombo. Apart from whether one
agrees with it or not, do you not
see that you created the problem by
your own solution ? Has it ever
been considered that a large number
of students residing in Colombo to-
day entered the University of
Ceylon and have spent one, two and
three years—in some faculties four
vears, that is, the Medical Faculty—
when there was no question of any
separation of the status or being of
these two bodies? Nobody ever

Bewids @55 @eaCw
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thought what was to happen to
them ? Hey presto, you created the
University of Colombo and then
began to wonder what was fto
happen to those who had been
students already! That question
was never considered apparently at
the time that this university came
into being. Secondly, when it came
to providing admission for students
into the wuniversities, were the
students told at the time they sat
their entrance examination, to
which particular university, campus
or place they would go? Surely
they were right to feel dissatisfied
if, after they had sat for an exami-
nation, suddenly and peremptorily
they were told, “ Now you belong to
the University of Colombo and the
other man belongs to the University
of Peradeniya”. What might hu

been done was this: to have either
set higher standards or allotted
particular faculties of learning to
the two different seats. And, if I
may say so with great respect, there is
not the slightest doubt about it that
Peradeniya would be the very best
seat for certain of the faculties of
the university in exactly the sam=
way as Colombo would be the more
admirable, more acceptable and the
better seat of learning for certain
other faculties. All these might have
been considered befsre these rather
ill-digested 1<gulations were brought
in, the consequences of which nobody
seems to know. Nobody would bait
this Government, except perhaps the
last speaker, that the seat of the
University of Ceylon is Peradeniya.
We do not want a lot of learning, or
references to the University Act or
anything else either to concede oF
rebut it. There is no question about
it, but that the framers of that Act
and the sponsors of the university
movement living at that time and in
that age contemplated a residental
university at Peradeniya. Those
times have gone. The whole idea
has been jettisoned. We have exter-
nal students residine outside the
campus trying to follow lectures
We had students in Colombo listen-
ing to or attending so-called lectures
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the racecourse also belonging to the
University of Ceylon, students who
I believe cannot even espy the lec-
turers who lecture to them from the
cubicles, lecturers who do not know
the students who are attending their
lectures, indeed lectures who do
not know whether they are giving
lectures at all or playing dominoes !
These are the probiems to be met.

I do not think we are moving for-
ward by indwging in this kind of
sterile criticism, making debating
points for or against the Government.
What we have got to do is to accept
the incontrovertible position that in
the realm ot higher university educa-
tion there 1s an unholy mess, absolute
chaos.

My hon. Friend, the Member for
Colombo South (Mr. Bernard Soysa)
referred to the Needham Commission
Report. I certainly agree with the
main recommendations. At the
moment I cannot recall all the speci-
fic and detailed recommendations. I
believe the Needham Commission,
comprised of Mr. Needham and one
other from outside Ceylon, invited by
Ceylon as experts in the realm of
education, recommended the constitu-
tion of three campuses of the Univer-
sity of Ceylon. I do not say that that
is the last word on the subject. I agree
with that suggestion. I think it is one
of the best suggestions that have
been made—one university with
three campuses. You can distribute
the faculties if you like. There is no
necessity for all faculties to be seated
to be located, in every single campus
or in every single town. These can
be distributed.

Now, Sir, none of the considered
recommendations of educational ex-
perts have been gone into, and we
continue with a hand to mouth exist-
ence from day to day making various
statements as and when problems
arise. And I say it is unfair—unfair
to the Government, unfair to this
House, unfair to the country, and
more than all unfair to the students.
They just do not know where they

are,
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Where on earth, Mr. Speaker, if I
may be allowed the colloquialism,
have you heard of students going on
strike except in recent years ? They
are boycotting lectures. For what ?
I should have thought it was con-
sidered punishment to send students
away, to prevent them from attend-
ing lectures. Now we have students
boycotting lectures. That is because
their position is so uncertain. They
do not know, and nobody seems to
assure them in regard to their future.
So may I say, Mr. Speaker, that the
comforting illusion that under the
Higher Education Act all wisdom can
be concentrated in one place, in the
Ministry, and that anything that goes
out from there is the last word on the
subject, is not going to solve prob-
lems, as we have seen now.

I say that it is not too late, even if
it is already late, for us to go into this
question, if necessary anew, by get-
ting some experts of unquesticned
ability, of unquestioned calibre, of
international repute, to advise us on
this subject.

With all the goodwil in the werld
—and I am not disparaging the Minis-
ter of Education—one cannot be the
last word on a subject like higher
education. I do not think anyone in
this country has heard the last word
on the subject. May I say that we
cannot possibly solve this problem by
going on making statements, trying to
palliate, trying to assuage, the dis-
turbed feelings of students. There is
a much deeper malady that has got
to be sought out and cured, and that
cannot be done by making spasmodic
utterances and statements. I say that
the whole question will have to be
considered and thought out anew in
a spirit of service, of dedication, to
the unfortunate students of this coun-
iry.
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It being 7 p.M., the Motion for the
Adjournment of the House lapsed
without Question put.

Motion made, and Question proposed,

“That this House do now adjourn.”—
[The Hon. Dudley Senanayake.]

& E8ucaE @

(Csorrey FRlw@srae)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
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And it being 7.30 p.., MR. SPEAKER
adjourned the House without Question
put.

Adjourned accordingly until
I0 am. on Tuesday, 2lst

November 1967,
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