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AVE MARIA....!

[mmaculate Mary
Your praises we sing
In Heaven the blessed

Your glory proclaim

Ave, Ave, Ave Maria
Ave, Ave, Ave Maria

You reign now in splendor
With Jesus our King

On earth we, Your children
Invoke Your sweet name.

Ave, Ave, Ave Maria

 Ave, Ave, Ave Maria
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MESSAGE OF BLESSING BY HIS HOLINESS POPE BENEDICT
XVI, ROME.

My Lord Bishop,

The Holy Father was pleased to be informed of the T'wo-
hundredth Anniversary of Saint Mary’s Church,
Puliyantivu, and he wishes the ¢
he is spiritually united with the

Amunity to know that

His Holiness is confident that this celebration v r the parish family an

occasion for a renewed consciousness of thei ignity and mission.
re called to spread the _

entrusted with the i important

As baptized and confirmed members
Kingdom of God. The laity, in particular; hav
task of permeating and perfecti
Gospel.

hole’of society with the spirit of the

The Holy Father prays
through their participati
us the totality of Has life” (¥
he imparts the re tested A

e faithful will find fresh joy and strength
oly Eucharist, in which the Lord Jesus “gives
entum Caritatis, 7 ). In the love of the Saviour
ostolic Blessing.

{
%
g;:
:
:
:
:
%
:
:

With my own praye

ul good wishes, I am

Yours sincerely in Christ

AL
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MESSAGE FROM THE APOSTOLIC NUNCIO IN SRI LANKA %g;
£

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE %

IN SRILANKA &

o

*

S

0

My Lord Bishop, 2
On this joyful occasion of the Two-hundredth %;
Anniversary of Saint Mary’s Church, Puliyantivu, Co- i

e
£33

Cathedral of the Diocese of Trincomalee- Batticaloa, | am happy to join You,
His Lordship the Auxiliary Bishop, the Reverend Clergy and the entire parish
Community of the Co-Cathedral in praising the Lordfer all the benefits He
has graciously granted during these past two hundred years.

magnificent Co-Cathedral. Generations of Cath6lics received their Christian
formation and the Holy Sacraments in this sacred place, which also served as a

o

centre of evangelization in Batti

The humble origin of $t. Mary’s Church should remind its parishioners that
God always chooses the
May the members 6f
gather round the Word of

living temples

owly to accomplish His marvelous work of salvation.
rish, of all ages, languages and social condition,
od and the Eucharist as one family, become

he Holy Spirit and courageously bear witness to God’s love
by serving evetyo ithout distinction, especially those most in need.

While praying that the Holy Mother of God continue to watch over this vibrant
parish community with Her motherly care and protection, I gladly bestow on
all the members of St. Mary’s Co-Cathedral Church, as a pledge of joy and
peace in our Lord Jesus Christ, my Apostolic Blessing.

+ f{w oh Q\V:x«,k

Joseph Spiteri
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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP OF
TRINCOMALEE- BATTICALOA

On the occasion of the 200th anniversary of the in-
ception of St. Mary's Church at Puliyanthivu,
Batticaloa, I join the Parish Priests and the Parishio-

ners, young and old, in thanking the Lord for conti"f;&ﬁfzed blessings in
their growth in faith and wisdom. 4

hég;_}éed was realized by the
then missionaries who were from the Oblate Congregation of Mary Im-

.

St. Mary's Church appeared at a time wh

maculate.

Wish them blessings evet more and may Mary be their Mother and Pro-

tector.

A
Rt. Rev. Dr. ] Kingsley Swampillai

Trincomalee - Batticaloa

2201 N2,
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MESSAGE FROM THE EPISCOPAL VICAR

200 years anniversary celebration of Co Cathedral
Batticaloa of the Diocese of Trincomalee - Batticaloa isa
great event in the history of the Diocese.

We know how the Church of Sri Lanka, especially the

/ (‘} _ East, under went varieties of challenges and obstacles by
\'i &

Thanks and congratulation to the foreign missionaries who faced these challenges

foreign anti catholic invasions.

and oppositions and worked fearlessly for the building up the church in the
East.

- different congregations;

to build the church in the

East.

A big thanks to the Jesuit Missionagi§§_? B
who rendered a big hand in the building'and maintaining the Co Cathedral and

y Religious and diocesan priests

the Parishioners in Batticaloa..

ki

I wish and pray that t i§ Church will render more service to the people of
Puliyanthivuy, B%jtlcalo n'the near future.

[ wish warmly the B1shops Rt. Rev. Dr. Kingsley Swampillai, and Rt. Rev. Dr.
Ponniah Joseph, the Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Retnakumar, and the Parishioners of

Puliyanthivu, q;‘.\fhey are celebrating the 200 years Anniversary.

Rev. Fr. Antony Leo
Episcopal Vicar
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%“’ MESSAGE FROM THE VICAR FORANE

& It is with great joy that I send this message of
: congratulation to Parish Priests and Parishioners of St,
® Mary’s Church, Puliyanthivu, Batticaloa on its
6;{: bicentenary celebration of the erection of the Church,
& dedicated to our Blessed Mother Mary. Two hundred
EQ years is quite a long and significant time in the history
:5 of Sri Lankan Church.

% Last year 2008 was marked with many significant events in the history
¥ of the Diocese of Trincomalee - Batticaloa, namely, the Bishop of the Diocese
% celebrated the silver jubilee of his Episcopal ordinat nd also the first

%,  Bishop from the Diocese was consecrated Auxiliary Bishop of Trincomalee-
%  Batticaloa and bicentenary celebrations Wereﬁgad at St. Joseph’s Church,
*¢ Thannamunai, Church of Our Lady of Good Voyage, Amirthakali and Holy

Cross Church, Sorikkalmunai, besides St#*Mary’s Church, Puliyanthivy,

&  Batticaloa. In a way year 2008 was a g year for the Diocese of

%  Trincomalee-Batticaloa. Of special tion is the Church of Our Lady of
‘f Sorrows (now Church of Our Lady resentation) Thandavanvely, which
%  wasoriginally constructed as a cadjan shed in the year 1624 and was visited by
?:,, Blessed Joseph Vaz who came as a Missionary to Sri Lanka (then known as
¢ Ceylon) in the year 1886. This is the first and oldest Church built in the Diocese
%%; of Trincomalee Ba gan,

4 At this juncture we, th hops, religious and the faithful of the Diocese

£

of Trincomalee-Batticaloa are very much grateful to Paschal Muthaliyar who
was the instrﬁﬁ%}tﬁl‘i-in building these churches in the Eastern Province when
religious fréedorf@ was granted to the Catholic Community under British
Administration by Governor Maitland on 27 of May 1806.

We must not forget Orotorian Fathers who laid the foundation towards
the growth of the Catholic Church in Sri Lanka and also to the Oblate and
Jesuit Fathers who continued their valuable service in building up of the faith
of the catholic Community in the Diocese of Trincomalee-Batticaloa.

While praising and thanking God for all that has been achieved in the
past two hundred years with His grace I am sure that the Almighty God will
continue to shower His blessings upon priests, religious and Catholics to be
faithful to their Christian Calling and live up their commitments.

May God bless and guide the priests and parishioners of St. Mary’s
Church, Puliyanthivu, Batticaloa.

Rev. Fr. J.S. Moraes

Vicar Forane
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SRI LANKA PROVINCE OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS
PROVINCIAL SUPERIOR MESSAGE

| The celebration of the bicentenary of St . Mary’s Co-
Cathedral is a joyful event capable of driving away the
battle-gloom that has prevailed in this region for the past
several years. The faithful of Sri Lanka, and most
particularly those of St. Mary’s Parish, Batticaloa are
keenly aware the protection given to us by the Blessed

Virgin Mary. It is therefore a most appropriate to proclaim our faith in the
Lord, and the unfailing intercession of our beloved

The Catholic Church in Sri Lanka, and in a mo sp c?él:l'-way the faithful of the
Trinco- Batticaloa diocese thank the Lord fo f%e £ountless blessings we have
6 were given to us at every
mmaculate were succeeded

stage of our development. The Oblates of Ma
by the Missionaries from the Chi#

“pagne Province of the Society of Jesus,
who in 1933 entrusted the diocese to the Jesuits of the New Orleans Province in
the United States of Amepc ;

The far-sighted ded;t:ano_ : Missionaries made it possible for us today
to enjoy the leader h1p of the Sons of the Soil. Led by His Excellency Bishop
Joseph Kingsley. mpﬂla: and the Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. J.A.G. Retnakumar,
the faithful 6f St.\Mary’s Church, Puliyantivu, Batticaloa, give thanks to our
loving Father andio i gracious Mother Mary for the blessings we continue to
receive for our f:

ies and for our Christian community.

8] v ‘i‘ia"‘@“ﬁa; |
Fr. S. Maria Anthony S.].

Provincial Superior
Society of Jesus in Sri Lanka
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PROVINCIAL SUPERIOR, BROTHERS OF CHARITY.

fo i

On the joyful occasion of the Bi-centennial celebration
of St. Mary’s Church, Puliyanthivu, Batticaloa, I am
happy to join you and the entire faithful community in
praising the Lord for all the benefits He has graciously

granted all O'F you during t}'xe pﬂSt two hundred years.

It is a great privilege to convey this message to the faithful of St. Mary’s Co-
cathedral, Batticaloa that her Shrine is one of the oldest in Batticaloa and remains
the main Parish in this area.

This church was built in 1808 with a small hut donated by a faithful donor.
Since then the church was slowly and steaddy r?oﬁxég:l and time to time

improved. Now the present appearance of this church i

eautifully modified

with more space. 7,
The Trincomalee Diocese was %& 2 Diocese of Jaffna in 1893
Leo XIII. This was under the

ev. Charles Lavigne who was

ﬁ%%&%&%@ﬁ%&wﬁ%%%w

and declared a separate Diocese by Pgj
administration of the Bishop:of. Gaélle Re:
consecrated as Bishop of Trmcomaleem 1895. In 1933, the Diocese was handed
over to the Society of Jesus of New Orleans, America. During the Pastorship
of Rt. Rev. Dr. [gnatlus Glennie this Diocese was re-named as Trincomalee-
Batticaloa. After the Trmcomalee Diocese was re-named as Trincomalee-
Batticaloa, the Church Pecarde Co-cathedral and the St. Mary’s Church at
Trincomalee remams the Cathedral of this Diocese.
é? 2 v‘% %%%ﬁ

Lrake this opport nity to wish the Community of St. Mary s Co-cathedral,
Batticaloa a veryhappy Jubilee filled with abundant grace and Blessings of the
Blessed Mother Mary through the guidance of the Bishops, Priests, religious
and faithful. May the Good Lord bless you and keep you . May He let His

face shine upon you and bring you peace.

95 20 Gy L G BB B Gy B

&

Rev Bro. P.M. Lenus F.C.
Regional Superior

Brothers of Charity Sri Lanka.
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MESSAGE FROM SWAMI]JI
RAMAKRISHNA MISSION, BATTICALOA

A bi-centenary is a landmark of distinction for any
institution. For a House of prayer, to achieve this record
certainly His Grace.

St. Mary’s Co-cathedral had its humble beginnings but,

| had the singular honour of being the mother parish that

looked after several parishes during its formative years. What is more, even
the Diocese of Jaffna and Trinco had close connections with this church.
One must not fail to mention how this House of %&yer offered shelter and

solace to thousands during times of natural a _'__ade disasters.

We, of the Ramakrishna Mission congratulate the Society of Jesus and the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate for nurturing this institution that has catered
to the spiritual and moral uplift of its parishioners.

QM @mewq

Swami Ajaratmananda
:_é._::' s

gf
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%’-’ MESSAGE FROM THE HON. CHIEF MINISTER OF

:f EASTERN PROVINCE

- .

S

e{‘g I have great pleasure to pen this message of felicitation
;{Z ' to the bulletin to be published on the occasion of the
%:z bicentenary year celebration of St. Mary’s Church,
b Puliyanthivu, Batticaloa.

w@ i

Qﬁ St. Mary’s Church is one of the oldest parishes in Batticaloa. In the early period
:;; Pulitanthivu was the main parish in Batticaloa and the priests administered the
2 other Churches from Puliyantrhhivu.

J

n fl__;lflllment of ecclesmstlcal

5 Qﬁurch of Puliyanthivu was

very famous Churches which bestow bless1

and other aspirations of the devotees.
said to be built during the year 1808.as a small hut and it was gradually modified

improved and achieved the present glorious situation.

One special feature that te with admiration is that Saint Anthony
ans whe visit this Church with the strong belief of

seekmg panacea for thmﬁr 1115

embraces even non Chri

[amverym
attached to ¢
the spiritual and
Bishop Rev. Sw

braving all the challenges and constraints with courage surpassing all the barriers

preciate the dedicated service of the Parish Priests
rches and it would also be appropriate to place on record
public-oriented humanitarian service of His Lordship the
illai , to the people in need during the most critical times

of cast, creed and racial differences with his quest for peace, racial amity and

better livelihood to the affected people.

I wish this Bicentenary year celebration a resounding success.

x LY
'
N xS 2
Sivanesathurai Santhirakanthan

Chief Minister

L R P B U R R A B S B P S R B B R PR P R P G

£
B

2303 2N
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. 3' 3’/\0
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

23+ U S g B R e W T U e e e e Ty T e Yt Y,
MESSAGE FROM THE MUNICIPAL COMMISSIONER:
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I am pleased to send this message on the occasion of
the bicentennial celebrations of the St. Mary’s Church
which stands majestically in the centre of the Puliyantivu
town respected by all sectors of the society irrespective
of any difference of religion, language or race.

I t has served the people of Puliyantivu and the neighborhoods consisting of a
society of Hindus, Catholics, Christians, Muslims and Buddhists without any
religious, linquistic or racial discrimination. It has not confined its activities
only to spiritual enlightenment but also deeply in¢olved i in cultural, educational
and social fields. ,

It has strived for unity, brotherhood and peace of mankind especially during
the recent past which experienced social unrest and natural calamities.

I pray the Almighty for the success of the bicentennial celebrations and wish

the yeoman services of the cf‘%rch to continue for ever.
i

M. Utha)_{al_tuéf} E
Municipal Commission
Batticaloa
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL OF
ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE:
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL OF
ST. CECILIA’S GIRLS NATIONAL SCHOOL:

On this happy occasion of the 200" Anniversary of our
Co-cathedral, dedicated to Our Blessed Mother of the
Assumption, I join the entire faithful community in
glorifying and praising the Lord for the 200 years of
manifold graces and blessings.

This Co-cathedral was the seat of Bishops for many
years as it had a special Throne for them. Therefore it

%%%ﬁ%ﬁ%%&%%%&@ﬁ%

is a place of sacredness and sublimity. All important events are organized and
celebrated in the Co-cathedral. Ordinations of priests are SLgmflcant events. In
May 2008 we witnessed the Episcopal Consecration of our Auxiliary Bishop
Rt. Rev. Dr. Ponniah Joseph by Rt. Rev. Dr. _]ose h K}ggsley Swampillai in this
Co-cathedral. It is holier because it’s the rest1 J]%ce of the late Rt. Rev. Dr.
Gaston Robishe S.J. the 2™ Bishop %f thET E

Situated in the heart of the Batﬁ%ﬁkag« own, Our Lady’s powerful protection is
evinced in many situations. Our Blessed:Mother protected Her Home from the
traumatic experiences offﬁ ?rclone, the terrible effects of the ongoing war
and the calarmt:es of the natural disasters such as Tsunami and floods.

inviting all into Her loving embrace is a veritable

can we ever fo ompassionate care over us? Her merciful eyes are cast

always on the ones, the needy youth and the aging ones who pass by.
I bow down injgratitude to God for Her unceasing intercession and pray, that
She continues to watch over us from the evils that threaten us and that the

power of God may be felt strongly by Her abiding presence.

Sr. M. Elizabeth A.C.
Principal Bt/ St. Cecilia’s Girls College
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St, cha/u// St. &qntanq/s/

In that part of Batticaloa called Puliyanthivu, we have two churches, St. Mary s
and St. Anthony §, in very close proximity o each other. St. Mary s was patronised
by the Vellarlers, and Burghers, and the Barbers, and St. Anthony's by the fisher
folks in by-gone times. Christianity was introduced into Batticaloa by the
Portuguese, and all available records indicate that Trincomalee and Batticaloa
were the two main Christian centres where Catholic priests resided and
ministered unto the people.

But these two churches speak volumes, about the caste struggles that plagued
the missionaries in those days. The early missionaries, in their anxiety to claim
more peoples to the Christian Faith, permitted each Cﬁtﬁ% build churches for
themselves. But they always ruled that people of all %as*re?‘ should be permitted
to enter, worship God and participate without hindrance. St. Anthony s church
was the first Catholic Church constructed on the soil of Puliyanthivu. It was
the enterprise of the fisher-folks, during the time of the Goanese Fathers. It
must have been built before 1800. %e%&%rvt constructed it did not have
varandhas, the front facade, or the sacristy. It was a simple structure, done in
Dutch model of construction with thick walls of random rubble and clay. The
Goanese Fathers constructed the front fagade without bell frey in 1846, for
St. Anthony'§.

Seeing this, s wanted fo build a church for themselves, and a bigger
one than St. . And so one Paschal Mudaliyar donated the land, and
also put up the first church, a very simple structure in 1867. Fr. Ruffiac enlarged
it and made it longer and also built a Presbytery behind the Church, on the very
spot where now we have the present modern parish house.

Seeing St. Mary s church look better than theirs, the fisher-folks of St. Anthony s

decided to embelish their church too. During the time of the Oblate Fathers, the
two varandhas were built for St. Anthony s-and a sacristy and a room for the
sacristan was also added.

In 1880, we have Fr. Francis Xavier, himself a Vellarler from Jaffna as parish
priest in Batticaloa. He was the first Ceylonese secular priest. He made some
repairs on the old St. Mary 5 church and provided it with a new altar
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The fisher-folks of St. Anthony’s could not stomack this. And so they too built a
Presbytery behind St. Anthony s Church, in the hope of having their own priest
one day, and thus to make it look prominent and important.

Still for all, St. Anthony s church was the biggest. St. Mary's being smaller than
St. Anthony’s, the Vellarlers, the Burghers and the Barbers of St. Mary s decided
to build a bigger church for them. The Priest in-charge then was Fr.Francis
Xavier. Being in sympathy with them, after consulting the provincial Engineers
Messers Arnhil and Lyonell, he planned anew Church in 1872.

He made a model of the proposed church in wood, so that every one could have
an idea of what it would look like when completed. It was;ﬁ@scafed down copy of
St. Lucia’s Cathedral, Kotahena. Delegated by Bishop Bonjean, Fr. Francis
Xavier blessed the corner stone of the new St. Mary's ¢ hon 19" July 1874,
and began the construction work. Fr. Xavier dgﬁofish' a portion of the old St.
Mary's and brought up rhe bells to the wwe 'ri'é‘ar the:apse of the new church

and razsed part of the upper Srory oF _\ﬁ ﬂde Bur in 1881 he was !ransferred

out of Batticaloa and the construction work was suspended till 1886. In 1886
Fr. Lafrage who succeeded him, resumed the work on the church and completed
the front fagade. He too was transferred before the completion of the church in
1889 and the work wgs'sus peande ce again till 1892. In 1892, Fr. Meary who
came fo Batticaloa resumed work on the church. He tore down certain parts
already buill ey were weakened by exposure fto the elements and were
about to collapse. In 1893 the new diocese of Trincomalee was created and
handed over to the Jesuits of Champaigne Province in France, and so, work on
the church was suspended once more.

When the first Jesuit missionaries came to Batticaloa in 1893, the half built
edifice had been exposed to the elements for many years. Hence doubt had
been cast over the advisability of continuing the construction. Further, the Jesuil
Fathers wanted St. Mary s Batticaloa to be the future Cathedral of the
Trincomalee diocese. And so it was decided that the foundations should be
examined in order to ascertain its solidity and firmness, before continuing any
further. Hence on a request made by Bishop Van Reeth, the then Administrator,
Fr. Kotch arrived from Kandy, on5th. September 1897 to inspect the foundation.
But the people of St. Mary's had refused to permit any digging and uncovering
of the foundation for inspection. For it had been rumoured that the Fathers
wanted to demolish the church and use it for a school and a convent. Thus
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began the long drawn tug-o-war between the people and the priests that led to ¥ ;
many a riot, excommunications and final intervention of the police, and other .
civil authorities. After many months of struggle, riots and court cases, %
reconciliation was brought about between the people and the Fathers, and the §
ringleaders made their submission to their pastors and peace restored.
¢
L4

Finally after the restoration of episcopal jurisdiction over the building, in
February 1896, the foundation was inspected unhindered this time by Fr. Kotch )
and the acting Provincial Engineer Mr. Tomalin, and was declared that the §
foundation was strong enough to support a wooden roof with calicut tiles. At the
same time, Sir Joseph West Ridgeway, the Governor of Ceylon visited Batticaloa %
in February 1898. When he saw the church standing unfinished, he ordered that g
100 trees from the forest reserve be granted free for the’completion of the church. £
Then on the order of Bishop Lavigne, work on the chiirchyresumed once again 3
and completed at the turn of the century, and bless‘@d and officially opened for %
¢

services in December 1901.

.y
Now that the new St. Mary's has be ompleted and opened to the public for §
worship, St. Anthonys became a dwabf.in comparison to the new church. The
fisher-folks of St.Anthony’s were not very happy about it. But the Jesuit
missionaries did not want to fdﬁ: the flames of caste rivalries.

On the contrary they wanted-to make a breakthrough in the caste distinctions 35
and their evil i : acts on the Christian communities. Hence they persuaded all &
the commumities, ﬁaghofSt Mary s and St. Anthony s to come together in friendship g
and brotherhood dzg‘mg the jubilee celebrations of the Promulgation of the dogma
of the Immcu{ggfg Conception. And on the feast day of the Immaculate i
Conception, i.e. 8". December 1904, the fisher-folks of St. Anthony’s and the g
Vellarlers, Burghers and Barbers of St. Mary'’s amicably participated in the
ceremony of laying the foundation stone for the new facade of St.Anthony s £
Church. As a mark of reconciliation rice was distributed to about 1300 poor
persons with harmony and goodwill among all castes and parties. The facade
was completed in 1905, and the bells were fixed on the towers of the facade,
like St. Mary s §
:

It must also be mentioned here that the early Jesuit Fathers very scrupulously
maintained the agreement made by Bishop Julian of Jaffna, some years back,
according to which, each church, St. Mary s and St. Anthony s became the official %
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parish church for six months every year, and during that period all the important
services are held in one and in the other respectively.

Way back in 1893, the first Jesuit Fathers occupied both mission houses according
to their conveniences, to the satisfaction of all the Christian communities. But
when the SSJ Brothers came to Batticaloa in 1931, the mission house behind old
St. Mary's church was given to them for occupation and the mission house behind
St. Anthony s was used as the Rectory by the Fathers.

In 1962, when Fr. Henry Ponniah was the parish priest, a new marble altar was
provided with, to St. Marys Church, and the Bishop's Cathedra - the episcopal
seat - was shifted from the side to the back of the sanguarﬁ right behind the
altar

When the Clergy House was being consrrucred in 1967, rhe SSJ Brothers were
asked to pull out, and the Parish Priest shifted his res‘*rdence to St. Mary s Rectory.
St. Anthonys Rectory was demolzshed compl@(@ﬁﬁ to make room for the new

.Clergy House.

on 23", November 1978, St. Mary s Rectory
ige was sustained by St. Mary s Church. The
______ g ightly tilted about a foot forward and there was

fear that it mrghr co!lapse cg any' moment. His Excellency Cardinal Archbishop
Lourdusamy, who was thensecretary of the Propagation of Faith, Rome, visited
Batticaloa soon after the éyclone, to assess the damages sustained by the diocese.
After inspecting the condition of St. Mary s Church, he suggested that we knock
down the whole church and build a new one instead. He was prepared to fund
the project. But the then parish priest Fr. Jacob Alexander was not willing to
tear down this architectural monument. So with the help of Engineer Rajendram,
he encased the entire fagade with concrete pillars on both sides from top to
bottom, replastered the entire facade, replaced all the broken tiles and fixed
ceilings as well. If a person today stands at the 1* floor veranda of St. Michael s
College and takes a lpok at the Church, the fagade would appear like the Leaning
Tower of Pisa.

And in place of the old Rectory a completely new two storey building was
constructed.

For the cyclone that hit Batticalo
was gutred down, and Serz'ous da

In 1974-1975, when Fr. Felix Weerasinghe was parish priest, extensive repairs
were undertaken on the roof of St. Anthony’s Church. The country tiles were
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removed and calicut tiles were placed. And in 1985, when Fr.Chandra Fernando
was parish priest, a new bell frey was constructed by the side of St. Anthony s
church.

In 1986 -1987, St. Mary s church, now called Co-Cathedral, under -went further
restoration. The floor was renovated and freshly cemented, and fans fitted inside
the church. and in 1994, when Fy. Kingsley Robert was parish priest, he mooted
the people to construct the front portico for St. Mary 5 for which a foundation
had been laid about 100 years ago. The parishioners collected the money and
began the work. Even when Fr. Kingsley left to Rome for higher studies, Fr. B.A.

Joseph came in as care-taker parish priest, the work on the portico continued
urnhindered. It was completed during the time of Fr. Pius Pathmarjah in 1995,

and officially blessed and declared open by His Lordsth Rt. Rev. Dr. Joseph
Kingsley Swampillai, on the occasion of the one @?‘ecﬁ‘ﬁ anniversary of the
coming of the Jesuit Fathers to the diocese.

Fr. Dominic Saminathan
14" July 1996
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Fr. Joachim Gabriel

Fr.Augustine

Fr. Zeberino Godenho

Fr.Francis Joseph |

Fr. Andreas Bruni

Fr. Frederic Moukel

Fr. Vistarini

Fr. Constantine Chaunavel

Fr. A.M. Rouffiac

Fr. Leian

Fr. Francis Xaverius

Fr. A.V.Geneys

Fr. A.M. Rouffiac

Fr. M. Lafarge

Fr. Daurol

Fr. M. Joseph

Fr. G. Morriel

Fr. Ferdinand Bonnel

Fr. Henry Buri

Fr. M. Evrard

Fr.Dupont

Fr. G. Michael

Fr. Charles Rich:

Fr. S. Lazarus
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Fr. S. Marian

Fr. G. Moreel

Fr. Vandenbusche
Fr. M. Evrard
Fr. Heimburgher
Fr. Vandenbusche
Fr. G. Theophilus
Fr. L. Dupont

Fr. Jerome de Sa
Fr. Henry Ponniah
Fr. John Peter

Fr. G.E.L. Wambeek
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Fr. K. Aloysius Mary
Fr. Francis O. Thambimuthu
Fr. A. Sellar

Fr. O.P. Santhanam

Fr. T. Arentz

Fr. Henry Ponniah

Fr. G.E.L. Wambeek
Fr. Felix Weerasinghe
Fr. Jacob Alexander

Fr. T. Pius Pathmarajah
Fr. M.C. Fernando

Fr. Nobert Ockersz
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.56  Fr. Kingsley Robert
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54 Fr. A. Devathasan
55  Fr. B. A. Joseph

57  Fr. T.Pius Pathmarajah
58 Fr. Jude Johnson

# 5"
59  Fr. Ignace Joseph

60 ™ 3.A.G. Retnakumar
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ORATORIAN MISSIONARIES
Huren FDIIHTW GEHoHB6

YEAR | NAME

01 1549 | Fr. Simon de Coimbra
02 1687 | Fr. Joseph Vaz (arrival)
03 1704 | Fr. Pedro Saldanha

04 1705 | Fr. Joseph de Menezes

05 - Fr.Miquel de Mello

06 Fr. Jacome Conzalvez
07 1713 | Fr. Miquel de Francisco
08 1714 | Fr. Joseph Gomez

09 1728 Fr. Joao de Sa

10 1743 Fr.Custodio Leitao
11 1758 | Fr. Joao de Sylveira
12 1776 Fr. Manoel Joao

Source : “ Palm Fringed Coast” — Rev .Fr. John W.

OBLATES OF MARY IMMACUELATE (¢ :
olweooflg  Swiressir 1

YEAR [NAME 7

01 .
02 1850 | Fr. FeMouckel 4
03 1850 " | Fe/ Vistarini
04 1853 | Fri.Constantine Chounavel
05 1856 . A.M. Rourfiac

06 | 1862 |Fr. Letan®

07 1881 | Fr. AV. Geneys

08 1886 . Lafarge

09 1887 r. F. Gauties

10 1889 | Fr. A. Daurol

11 1890 [ Fr. M. Joseph
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