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Message from Governor-General

SENATE
Tuesday, 3rd July, 1956

415

The Senate met at 2.30 p.m., Mg,
PresipENT [SENaTOR TaE Hon. Sip
Cyri bE Zovsa, Kr.] in the Chair.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.
GENERAL

Tae PRESIDENT: The following
Message has been received from His
Excellency the Governor-General:

'* Governor-General's Office,
Queen’s House,
Colombo, Ceylon,
28th June, 1956.

Reference No. €. 921/1956.

Sir,—I HAVE the honour to inform you that,
m terms of Section 386 (2) of the Ceylon
(Constitution) Order in Council, 1946, I have
this day assented in Her Majesty’s name to
the Bill intituled—

“An Act to amend the Police Ordinance. '

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
O. E. GOONEIILLEKHE,
Governor-General.

The Honourable
The President of the Senate.’

PAPERS PRESENTED

Regulation made by the Minister of Home
Affairs under Section 43 (i) (e) of the Buddhist
Temporalities Ordinance (Chapter 222) and pub-
lished in Gazette No. 10,939 of June 8, 1956.—
[Senator The Hon. A. P. Jayasuriya. |

The same to lie upon the Table.

ORAL ANSWERS

[CasuarTins By Firine AND DaAMAGE TO
ROPERTY DuriNg Crvir DISTURBANCES |

SENATOR Sir PHILIP RODRIGO, on
chalf of Senator Justin Kotelawala,
asked the Leader of the Senate: (1) (a)

OW many persons were injured and
oW many killed throughout the Island
Y @) Milita'—'}’ and (ii) Police firing since

€ Present Government assumed office?

- OW many persons were injured and
OW many killed throughout the. Isldnd
>=—J.N. B 7113-1 592 (7/56)

[3 JULY 1956]

Sittings of the Senate 414
by private individuals in the course of
civil disturbances during the same
period? (¢) What is the extent of the
damage caused to (i) public and (ii)
private property during the same period
throughout the Island as a result of civil
disturbances? (d) What other acts of
hooliganism and violence not resulting
in death, injury or damage to property’
were committed during this period as a
result of eivil disturbances, for example,
wrongfully confining private individuals
or compelling them to vacate their
residences or otherwise humiliating
them? (¢) How many of the dead -
remain unidentified? (2) Does Govern-
ment propose to appoint a commission
to report on the civil disturbances that
took place during the said period? ?

SENAToR TuE Hox. M. W. H. pg
SILVA  (MiNister oF JusTice ANxD
Lsper oF THE SeExaTE): With regard
to this question standing in the name of
Senator Justin Kotelawala, and also the
other questions standing in the name of
Senator K. B. Wikramanayake on
today’s Order Paper, I am sorry, 1 am
not ready with the answers. T should
like to have some further time.

Tae PRESIDENT: The hon. Leader
will have to obtain, by way of a Motion,
the consent of the House to have these
questions answered at some other time,

SENaror T Hon. M. W. H. pg
SILVA: T move, ‘“ That the questions
standing on the Order Paper this Day
be disposed of at another sitting of this
House. '

On Question, Motion agreed to.

SITTINGS OF THE SENATE
SENaToR Trr Hox. M. W. H. bg
SILVA: I move,

(a) That if the Business on the Paper be not
disposed of the House, at its rising this
day, do adjourn until 2.30 p.m. on
Wednesday, July 4, 1956;

(b) That at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 4,
1956, the House shall be adjourned
without Question put; and

(¢) That at 7 p.m. that day paragraphs (3)
and (4) of Standing Order. 7 ghall
operate.

O Question, Motion agreed to.
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415 Local Govt. By-laws
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS
REGULATION

] DEPOSIT TOR STANDARD RATIO OF
LocaLn Propuors |

SeEnaTor THE Hox. M. W. H. bpE
SILVA: I move,

That the Regulation made by the Minister
of Agriculture and Food under Sections 9 (2)
and 13 (1) of the Agricultural Products (Regu-
lation) Ordinance, No. 29 of 1939, and presented

in the Senate on June 26, 1956, be approved.
On Question, Motion agreed to.

ARMY REGULATION
{Pay CopE|

SENATOR THE HO\ M. W. H. e
SILVA: I move,

That the Regulation amending the Army Fay
Code made by the Minister ¢f Defence and Ex-
ternal Affairs under Section 155 of the Army
Act, No. 17 of 1949, and published in Govern-
ment Gazette No. 10,939 of June 8, 1956, which
was presented on June 26, 1956, be approved.

On Question, Motion agreed to.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BY-LAWS
{ Gampora Ursax Counciw |

R AV A
(MiNISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS):

SExaTOR THE HoON.
SURIYA
I move,

That the By-law relating to the exemption ot
certuln premises from the special conservancy
rate for 1956 made by the Urban Council, Gam-
pola, under Sections 143 (b) and 166 of Urban
Councils Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939, approved
by the Minister of Liocal Government and pub-
lished in the Govermment Gazette No. 10,891
of February 10, 1956, which was presented on
June 26, 1956, be not aisallows=d.

On Question, Motion agreed to.

SENATOR THE Hox. JAYASURIYA: 1
move,

That the By-law relating to the markets made
by the Urban Council, Gampola, under Sections
166 and 170 (11) of Urban Councils Ordinance,
No. 61 of 1939, approved by the Minister of
Local Government and published in the Govern-
ment Gazette No. 10,896 of Fcebruary 24, 1956,
which was presented on June 26, 1956, be not
disallowed.

On Question, Motion agreed to.

SENATOR THE Honx. JAYASURIYA: I
move, B

That the By-law relating to the exemption of
certain premises from the spel¥dl”Sfateér \PRL2§6r
1956 made by the Urban 'Cotéll)”Gampota,

[SENATE]

R

Local Govt. By-laivs Alg

under Sections 166 and 143 (b) of Urbay Con

cils Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939, approveq }, lt.]?
Minister of Liocal Government and publishgd g
the Government Gazette No. 10,891 of Februam
10, 1956, which was presented on June 2% 195?
be not disallowed. o

On Question, Motion agreed to,

[ BaApurLna Urpan COUNCIL]

SENATOR THE HoN. JAYASURIYA - 1
move,

That the By-laws relating to the erection of
temporary structures made by the Urban Coupe
Badulla, under Sections 166 and 170 of Urban
Councils Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939, approved
by the Minister of Tiocal Government and pub-
lished in the Government Gazette No. 10885 of
January 27, 1956, which were presented o
June 26, 1956, be not disallowed.

On Question, Motion agreed to.

[Purraram Ursax CouNor |

‘SENaTOR THE Honx. JAYASURIYA: 1
move,

That the By-law relating to the conservancy
services made by the Urban Council, Prttalam,
under Sections 166 and 170 of Urban Councils
Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939, appreved by the
Minister of Local Government and published
in the Government Gazetie No. 10,896 of Febn.
ary 24, 1956, which was presented on June
26, 1956, be not disallowed.

Question proposed from the Chair.

Sexator E. W. KANNANGARA:
Will the Hon. Minister kindly explain
the effect of this by-law?

SENxaTOR Tre Hoy. JAYASURIYA:
This deals with cesspits and latrné
The idea is to prevent these.thmgs
becoming a nuisance to the public-

Sexaror KANNANGARA: T am ot
pressing for an explanation.

On Question, Motion agreed to.

[HapurarLe UrBAN CouNCIL]

. A
SexaTor TuE HoON. JMASURH_
I move, it
. e ¢
That the by-law relating to the oﬁenﬁé‘bunaﬂ, \
dangerous trades made by the Dr}'.]-&nof Urba?
Haputale, under Sections 166 and 13‘9 approte
Councils Ordinance, No. 61 of 19 t, d pr-
by the Minister of Liocal (}ovﬂrnmefﬂo . o
lished in the Government Gazette Lte'd on Ju8°
January 27, 1956, which was preseit=® =

Question proposed from th

{

{

2621956, be not disallowed. =
6 Chat-

{


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

”f?

i met L SERE L RN el e )

417 Local Govt. By-laws

SENATOR KANNANGARA: I must
certainly object to this by-law._ The
idea appears to be to make the grinding
of chillies a dangerous or offensive
trade. In many parts of the country
we have places where chillies are
_ground. The Urban Council of Hapu-
tale wants to make the grinding of
chillies an offensive trade.

SeNaTOR THE Hon. JAYASURIYA :
The local body agreed that it s
necessary to control this offensive or
dangerous trade.

Tee PRESIDENT: The hon. Senator
wanted to know whether
Minister would agree with the proposi-
tion that the grinding of chillies should
be declared an offensive trade.

SENATOR C. WIJESINGHE (PARLIA-
MENTARY SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER OF
Fivance):  Some village committees
treat the keeping or storing of tea, the
storing of manure, the curing of copra—
all of them—as offensive trades. The
grinding of chillies is really ‘* offensive *’
to the eyes. It leads to tearing of the
eyes! In the case of the trades referred
to by me earlier, I do not agree that
they are offensive trades.

SExator TeeE Hon. JAYASURIYA :
The local authority has decided that the

+ grinding of chillies is an offensive trade.

SExaTorR F. B. WIKRAMANAYAKE -
The question whether these regulations
are ultra vires of the Ordinance is not a

matter for us to decide. It is a matter
for the courts.

_TeE PRESIDENT: The local autho-
tity has decided, it appears, that under
certain conditions this trade might be
¢onducted in such g way as to cause in-

“onvenience to the public in a particular
Place.

SENATOR KANNANGARA : The Minis-
Iy of Local Government, when it was
Called upon o agree to these by-laws in
the olq days, used to scrutinize them
carefully, and refused to approve any
OV-laws which it felt were improper. It
Cosnot look as if the same care

(5 taken noyw,

[38 JULY 1956]

the Hon.

Local Govt. By-laws 418

SENATOR A. M. A. AZEEZ: That was
the tendency during the old colonial
days, when the Central Government
wanted to lead the local authorities by
the nose. There was too much inter-
ference with the local authorities. The
grinding of chillies may or may not be
a trade that appeals to some people, but
we should not agree to unwarranted
interference with the powers that a local
authority should enjoy. '

SENATOR THOMAS AMARASURIYA -
These by-laws are framed by the local
authorities to suit conditions in their
areas. The by-laws are then sent to the
Hon. Minister for his sanction. The
by-laws passed by the various local
bodies are mnot always the same. They
vary.

SexaTor K. ADAMALY: K Would
maldive fish be included in the same
category as chillies?

Tae PRESIDENT: We have impor-
tant business before us. If the Hon.
Minister has no objection, I would
suggest that he withdraw this Motion
and bring it up later.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

[WarrEcams Ursany Counerrs]

SENATOR TuE Hon. JAYASURIYA:

I move,

That the By-law relating to the exemption of
certain premises from the special conservancy
rate for 1956, made by the Urban Council,
Wattegama, under Sections 143 (b) and 166 of
Urban Councils Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939,
approved by the Minister of Local Government
and published in the Government Gazelte
No. 10,885 of January 27, 1956, which was
presented on June 26, 1956, be not disallow=d.

On Question, Motion agreed to.

MOTIONS DEFERRED

Tae PRESIDENT: As there are a
large number of these Motions on the
Order Paper and they are going to take
a fair amount of time, may I enquire
from the Hon. Minister whether he has
any objection to these being taken up
on the next date? Are they so urgent?

SENATOR THE HoON. JAYASURIYA:

THeynéda®@mot so urgent.
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419 Criminal Procedure Code (Amdt.) Bill[s] [SENATE]

Tae PRESIDENT: Then, would you
move that the House do agree to items
Nos. 10 to 41 on the Order Paper being
withdrawn and being brought up on
another day?

SenaTor TrE Hon. JAYASURIYA:
With the permission of the House, I
move that Motions Nos. 10 to 41 on the
Order Paper appearing in my name be
allowed to stand down.

Motions Nos. 10 to 41 on the Order
Paper, by leave, deferred.

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE CODE
(AMENDMENT) BILL[s]

Order for Second Reading read.

Seyator T Hon. M. W. H. b»E
SILVA: I move, ‘‘ That the Bill be
now read a Second time. ’’ This Bill
is intended to expedite inquiries and the
preparation of indictments. Under the
present procedure, if an accused 1s
charged in a magistrate’s court and the
proceedings are sent up to the Attorney-
General for the preparation of an
indictment, the Attorney-General has
not the right to frame a charge in that
indictment with reference to any matter
disclosed by the evidence with which
the accused has not been charged in the
magistrate’s  court. Therefore,  this
amendment is intended to enable the
Attorney-General to frame a charge in
the indictment on the evidence recorded
in the magistrate’s court without the
necessity, as at present, of having to
refer the proceedings back to the
magistrate to have the accused charged.
This is the only purpose of the amend-
ment. It is intended to avoid the delay
caused by sending back the proceedings
to the magistrate to frame a charge and
to have the charge read to the accused.
The accused is in no way prejudiced
because the charge is based on the
evidence already on record.

On Question, Bill read a Second time;
and committed to a Committee of the
whole Senate, and considered in
Committee.

MRr. PreEsipENT sat Chairman.

Clauses 1 to 3 ordered to stand part
of the Bill.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without amendment;
read the Third time and passed.

.by me.

Official Language Bil] 490

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE BILI,

Order for Second Reading reaq.

SEnaTorR THE Hon. M. W. Dy
SILVA: I move, *“ That the Bill he
read a Second time.”’ b 0%

This Bill has been discussed ip th
country, in the newspapers, and in fhe }
Other Place. It has been discuss;eg
very fully by all persons who are intereg.
ted in the matter. Therefore, although
Ido not think it necessary for me
dwell on this Bill at any great lenoth
still T think it is necessary that some
explanation of the necessity for the B
as well as its provisions should be given !

This Bill has been discussed chiefly
as one dealing with the official language.
It undoubtedly deals with the official
language of this country, but the effect
of the Bill would be very much
more far-reaching than the effect of a
Bill which deals merely with the
official language. It is a Bill which
affects the common man and it intio-
duces a reform which is very desirable.
The Bill is intended really ‘to-
associate the people of the country with
the Government at all levels of adminis-
tration. Therefore, 1 think, this 1§ &
Bill to which we should all pay attention;
and if we are anxious, as we all are, for
the progressive advancement of the
people of the country, it should be
accepted by all of us.

T will refer shortly to the history ¢
this Bill. The first occasion on Whic! |
the question of the official language V& §
taken up in the State Council wis |
somewhere in 1944, when Mr. J. B
Jayewardene introduced @ regolﬁﬂf’%
that Sinhalese should be the,‘)ﬁcl:s:
language of Ceylon. That resolufion Wn .
amended to read that Sinhalese &e;
Tamil should be the official 12 ° After
of Ceylon, and that was accepted: of
it was accepted, a Select C‘3’17'011'{1%)08{; g
the Council was appointed t0 conﬁan.
that resolution and to suggest Ways’l‘hat
means of giving effect t0 it. atter
Select Committee went into the ;11? o)
and they decided that swabas 3;10
Sinhalese and Tamil, could be it Tol-
within a certain period of years fud |
lowing on that, a Commission, = i
ways and means of implem?nmnﬁe o |
resolution was appointed e qrdene: ﬂ
Chief Justice, Sir Arthur Wijeye"

£
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plaints by

491 Official Language
as its Chairman. That Commission hag
submitted several interim reports and a
final report, and certain action has been
taken on those reports. A’F thap stage,
there was no real interest in this ques-
tion in the country itself. But subse-
quently on an occasmn.when Sir John
Kotelawala was in Jaffna, at a place
called Kokkuvil, he made a statement
that Sir John Kotelawala sometimes
and Tamil.

SeNaTOR SIR UKWATTE JAYASUN-
DERA : That is not correct.

SenaAToR THE Honx. M. W. H. pg
SILVA: I speak subject to correction.
That was what was reported. Whether
that was actually what he said or not 1
do not know, but there was a resolution
in the House of Representatives, too,
with regard to that matter. I say this,
that Sir John XKotelawala sometimes
made statements without much conside-
ration. But after he had considered what
he had said and discovered the true
purport of that pronouncement or state-
ment and found that it was wrong, he
went back on that statement and not
only determined otherwise but also took
swift action to do what was correct

- although he had made that statement.

I must say, in fairness to Sir John
Kotelawala, that whenever he had
determined to do a certain thing or to
adopt a certain procedure, he did not
hesitate to do so. So that, when he
actually found that owing to this state-
ment of his, that Sinhalese and Tamil
would be the State languages, there was
an outery in the country and com-
I the Sinhalese that the
mtroduction of both Sinhalese and Tamil
as the State languages would adversely
affect the Sinhalese people, he took
action to change the attitude he had
taken up. He and his party decided
that Sinhalese alone should be the State
language, quite correctly too, and he
Proceeded tq give effect to that decision.

At & meeting which was held at
Kelaniya,  hig party  decided that
Sinhalege alone should be the State
Aguage or the official language. After
Wing arrived at that decision, Sir John
dissolye Parliament and went to the
Yountry fop g, mandate. At the same
tlm.e' the Sri Lanka Freedom Party also
decideq that Sinhalese alone should be

€ State language. They added; that

[3 JULY 1956]

Bill—S8econd Reading 422
the reasonable use of Tamil should
be provided for. That was an addition
on the part of the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party. That was not a decision of the
United National Party, though in their
minds they must have been satisfied that
reasonable demands of the other people
of the " country should be granted.
Therefore, 1 do not think that there was
any substantial difference between the
decisions arrived at by the 8. I, F. P.
and the U. N. P. though the U. N. P.
did not, in fact, express in so many
words their attitude towards the other
languages of Ceylon.

The General Elections were held, and,
as a result, the Mahajana FEksath Pera.
muna which was composed of the
S.L.F.P. and the Basha Peramuna had
a majority, of Members in the House of
Representatives who were entrusted
with the task of making Sinhalese the
official language of the country. This
explanation is necessary because once
the M.E.P. formed the Government,
they had to carry out their undertaking
given to the country. The U.N.P. had
said that if their representatives were
returned to Parliament, the first Bill they
would introduce would be the one to
make Sinhalese the official language of
Ceylon. On the other hand, our party
had said that we would introduce such a
Bill and make Sinhalese the official
language within 24 hours.

I believe there was no difference be-
tween the two statements of the U.N.P.
and the M.E.P. It was merely intended
that at the earliest opportunity this Bil]
would be introduced m the House of
Representatives. Accordingly, the party
considered the terms of this Bill, the
way in which it should be drafted, and
introduced it. When it came to the
question of drafting this Bill, it was
found that provision had to be made for
making Sinhalese the official language.
It was also felt that certamn provision
should be made for the use of the other
languages in the country, for matters
relating to education, the Public Serviee
and local authorities. When we pro-
ceeded to consider that question it was
found that we had not sufficient
acquaintance with the matters in which
these languages could be used. T mean
we had to say what 15 the official
languageoand what is not the official
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423 Official Language [SENATE]

Bill—Second Reading 434]
[Senator The Hon. M. W. H. de Silva]

country, the Sinhalese as well g the |

language. We had to find out the cir-
cumstances in which the other languages
should be used.

We asked members of the other
parties to come and assist us with regard
to this matter. Buft since the Tamil-
speaking leaders were committed to the
principle that there should be parity and
nothing but parity, they refused to assist
us. So, ultimately, it was decided that
these matters should be left alone for
the present, to be dealt with subsequent-
ly when we are sufficiently familiar with
the proceedings in the administration
and otherwise, when we are in a position
to make sufficient and adequate pro-
vision regarding them. Therefore, this
Bill was introduced in the form ih which
it-was presented. - The Bill merely says
that Sinhalese shall be the official
language of Ceylon and also provides
that the implementation of it should be
done within a period of four years and
gix months. That is, from time to time,
when it is decided that Sinhalese can
be used without prejudice to the adminis-
tration, then, in those cases, the
Minister in charge will make an order
that Sinhalese shall be used. Till he
makes that order, he will normally
order that the status quo remain.

With regard to the use of Tamil and
the other languages after 1960, it would
be necessary to make certain provisions.
There is no doubt that when we are in
a position to do so, before very long, we
will either amend this Act or bring a new
Bill to provide for those matters. That
is the position in which the present Bill
is presented. It merely provides for
the use of Sinhalese and its implementa-
tion within a period of four years and six
months., That is all that this Bill pro-
vides. During that period of four years
and six months, it is possible for the
Minister to allow the use of Tamil, to
allow the use of English—to allow the
use of these languages fo remain as it is
without any alteration at all. That is
the position with regard to this Bill.

The Bill has been opposed chiefly by
the leaders of the Tamil-speaking people.
T must say that originally Tamil leaders
like Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan and
Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam did join
with the Sinhalese and did fight for re-

" forms and for freedomiifor,the -whole

Tamils. But thereafter, op .
occasions when the Sinhalese a,s.l@:f:zlm?)T |
reforms and for further freedom—y §
dom for themselves and for everybod.e?" |
Ceylon—the attitude of the pregem -
leaders of the Tamil-speaking peopl, hnt
been entirely different. For illstsa.zfmzs
before the Soulbury Commission, it j
very well known that some of the ;Pa.mﬂs
speaking leaders wanted parity and
nothing but parity. They wanteq in
other words, what is called “f’[.ftv-
fitty ”’. They wanted representation j
the House of Representatives to be 4
for the Sinhalese and 50 for the mino- |
ities. That was a claim which wag pu
torward by, I believe, Mr. G. G. Pon
nambalam and fought for strenuougy
till the last moment, till the actud
report of the Commission was present-

ed. Now, that was an attitude |
not of assisting the country to
obtain  freedom, not of assisting

the Sinhalese in their effort to gan
more freedom for Ceylon. It had been |
the same thereafter under the Soulbury
Constitution. The proposal to gwe
responsible Government to the Cey-
lonese was opposed by the Tamil-speak-
ing leaders. But in spite of opposition
we gained liberty, at least a cerfain
amount of freedom as a Dominion.
In the light of this opposition, 00¢
can understand why these leaders are
opposing this Bill. "As I said, this Bill
is to make this Government a peoples.
Government ; it is a Bill which
assist the common man to come fo-f
ward and join the Government and take
part in the administration of this com*
try.  This apparently means thab 17 |
the case of the Tamil-speaking I?ef‘Ple"
certain classes who have now 1o hbtjfﬁg;
certain classes who have been QXPME"
will get the opportunity of ]Dmmg't,’dﬁ’-
Sinhalese people, of learnmng & I 5
Sinhalese and taking part in the admnt
tration of the country. el
Therefore, it seems to me that the:
leaders who have got their lead -
by virtue of the fact that ’Dh? gO";m
ment of the country is administere o
English, who have got theil'-leaderzul'
by their knowledge of English, ;;-01-
lose their leadership as soon 355’ (o
dinary Tamil man joins in the @ I'];]i
tration of the country Dy learm:fglmv
little Sinhalese and not by liggders
English. I think that these

y

ot
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ho oppose this Bill feel that they are
gboout pt%)o lose their leadership of the

Tamil-speaking people.

I said that these leaders are unpro-
oressive. I still maintain it, because,
f you look at the conduct of f;he Tamils
in the places in which they live

SENATOR P. NAGALINGAM : T am
sorry to interrupt the hon Leader. May
I ask him whether any of the Tamil
leaders oppose Sinhala being made the
language of administration for the Sin.
halese?

SENATOR THE Hon. M. W. H. pg
SILVA : I am speaking about parity, I
said why parity is required by them. T
will explain it further, As I said, actu-
ally these leaders are not progressive in
their outlook ; and they are not making
sufficient attempts to make those who
are lower than themselves join them,
or join the Government and participate
in working towards the progress of this
country. On what is this parity based?
They say that each man in this country
is entitled to have himself governed by
his own language. Well, how far is
that correct? In Ceylon there are not
only the Tamil-speaking people: there
are people who speak English, whose
mother tongue ig English: there are
people who- speak Malay ; there are
people who speak various other langua-
ges of India. All these people would
then he entitled, as a matter of right,
to say that they should be governed in
hose various languages. It is not g
Question of numbers: if it is an
absolute right, then that right belongs
to all the people in the same situation.
Tf}erqfore, I say, if it is a, principle, that
Principle shoulq apply not only to one
anguage but to all the languages which
are being used in Ceylon.

Hon. Senators will see how difficult
Sch a position would be, It will not
© Possible to govern the country in half-
-dozen languages just because there
4e as many languages prevailing in this
Cuntry, g, that, it had to be decided
Which language out of those languages
io‘lﬂd be selected as the official lan.
EUage, We say that the official lan-
SU3e should e the language of the

Sty of the people, namely, the

Plhalege language.

[3 JULY 1956]
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Now, what really do these gentlem_eﬂ
mean by parity? No real explanation
has been given at any time as to what
they intend by the term . parity .
Efforts have been made by some mem-
bers of the Nawa Lanks, Sama Samaja
Party to say what they intend by parity,
but I have never come across a defini-
tion or an explanation of what
they mean by parity, I will tell
you what it may possibly mean. It may
mean In actual terms, if it is pushed to
its logical conclusion, the suppression of
the Sinhalese and their entire disappea-
rance from this country, Now, suppose
we say that legally Sinhalese and Tamil
have been given parity. Suppose there
1s a hospital somewhere in the south, in
Ruhuna. Then my friends will come
and say, ‘‘ Well, there is parity of lan-
guage. Let half the staff be Tamil.
speaking and the other half be Sin.
halese-speaking. Supposing there are
two doctors, they woulq say that one
doctor should be Tamil-speaking and the
other Sinhalese-speaking. Supposing
there is one nurse, Probably they will
say, "‘Let half the nurse be Sinhalese
and the other half be Tamil > |

SENATOR E. J. COORAY: The better

half!

SEvaTOR THE Hon. M. W. H. DE
SILVA: That is the extent to which you
can push this demand for parity. Then,
by the same token, they can come and
say, “‘Let half the Members of the
House of Representatives be Tamil-
speaking and the other half be Sinhalese-
speaking.”” In fact, it will apply to the
composition of this House as well.

If that is the position, what would
happen to the Sinhalese language? How
will 65 per cent of the population of this
country who speak Sinhalese prevail
against this demand for parity? Surely,
hon. Senators will see that 1t would
mean the suppression of the Sinhalese
and the Sinhalese language, Perhaps
the reasonable people might not go to
that extreme but we are dealing with
people who, I say, are not quite reason-
able.

Hon. Senators must have heard
recently that a telegram wags sent to the
Prime Minister of England by the
Hedeya] Party saying that the British
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‘[ Senator The Hon. M. W, H. de Silva]
should mnot leave ‘the Trincomalee
Base . without consulting them. Can
you imagine anything more extra-
ordinary than that ?  When the

Government of a country which is

acknowledged by all its people is fight-

ing for its rights, is fighting to be free and
is doing something, these people inter-
vene and say to a foreign Government—
mind you, not to its own Government—
““Do not do that because we are interest-
ed in it.”” Can you imagine anything
more impudent and extraordinary? Well,
these are the leaders of the Tamil-speak-
ing people with whom we have to deal.
Therefore I say that this opposition to
the Bill is not in the best interests of the
Tamil people because the Tamil people
have been exploited, they have been
suppressed, and this is an attempt on
the part of the Tamil leaders to keep on
suppressing and exploiting these Tamil
people of the country. I say that is the
reason why this Bill is being opposed by
the Tamil-speaking leaders.

Then you would perhaps ask me,
“"How is it that the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party and the Communist Party are also
opposing this Bill? With regard to them,
there is the well-recognized fact that
‘they are against the present state of
capitalist society. They want to sup-
press the capitalists not by Parliamentary
methods but by violent: methods, by re-
wvolution.  Now we want to make our
party .a people’s party. We do not
want to suppress capitalism by force but
to associate all the people of the country
with the Government and make it a
people’s Government. But then it will
never serve the purpose of the commu-
nists or the L..S.S.P. to have a people’s
Government of that type. What they
wish for is something quite different—a,
revolution by which capitalism would be
suppressed, the capitalists would be
liquidated and the country governed by
them on behalf of their own people.
'That, is the sort of thing which they want
and that is the sort of thing which this
Bill will prevent and is intended to pre-
vent.  This Bill is intended to give the
common people the right to its own Gov-
ernment, the right to take part in all its
affairs. :

Is it easier for a villager who speaks
‘Tamil to learn English to join in a Gov-
ernment which is condueted in English;
or 1s it easier for him to 16817 SinhRlasy!

[SENATE]

‘provision really, that Sinhalese shall be |

4%
which is a related language and -
a Government which ig condu,cted on%.
behalf and on behalf of the Siypyp."
people? It is said, in fact, that Overe_se
per cent of the words of the Sinha] i
language are Tamil or are of Tamil o -
Then what is the difficulty for g T |
person to learn the Sinhalege langugge
Whatever the Tamil leaders may Sayg i
is our intention to give all f&ﬁilitieslto
the Tamil people, to the ordinary people
to learn the Sinhalese language ang joip[
us and be one nation with us.
I have explained to a certain exfent
why this opposition has arisen, but what
is the excuse made tor this opposition
They say that by this Bill we are going |
to suppress the Tamil language, we an
going to suppress Tamil culture, we ae
going to do so many things against the
Tamil language and their way of life, but
there is nothing in this Bill which makes
it impossible for the Tamil people to pre-
serve their language, to preserve thei
culture, to get on as much as they like in
their own language. There is not one
word in this Bill which prevents that
from being done, and I undertake to say
here and now that all the facilities wil
be provided for the Tamil people to leam
their language, to preserve their culfure;
and as for their other people to enable
them to go to their temples, to go to the
public wells and to go to a tea boutique
and get a cup of tea. Those are the
things, the absence of which really re-
tards a linguistic group, and not the fact
that the official language is Sinhalese. |
Their language and their freedom are
being suppressed by their own people.
Take the terms of the Bill itself. Ther
are quite simple. There is only 00

Bill—Second Rea-diﬂ.g

the official language. The proviso merel
provides, as I said, for the impleme?tﬁ:
tion of this Bill by stages. Whenit®
possible to introduce Sinhalese fo ™
act a certain matter in that language:!
it will be introduced. I say that Bel
cause this Time Has been taken to ene”
us to introduce Sinhalese graduaﬂy Wlt e
out affecting the efficiency © t

administration or affecting t-h? righ rsicB'
the people who are already Ser‘owﬂ
The Prime Minister is very well ]ﬂ}fthﬂ
in this country and he is in charge 7 has
implementation of this Bill. ?i
already  given an undertaking A

a
st ¢ dB foll i
assurance that provision will .be n;llﬁ that
thé Yéasonable use of Tamil, &
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9 429
i +his Bill will not be given effect o in any
ol ﬁqﬂﬂel’ to the prejudice of the minority
¢ co;nmunities. in Ceylon.

- Ninhglege

Official Language

[ know that talk is going round to say

g that once this Bill is passed, the Goverp
\ ment might think of passing a Bill
§ making one religion the State religion.
! That is entirely false.

There is not the
slichtest intention on the parfg of @his
G;vernm@ﬂt to bring any Bill with
regard to the religion of any party in

satisfied that this Government is not
going to do anything which would dis-
znmmate against the minorities in this
Island, and particularly not with regard
to religion.

Sometimes it may be said that the
very fact that Sinhalese is made the
State language is a discrimination
against people who talk other languages
in the Island. That is not so. How
could it be a diserimination ? This
language is common to everybody. Many
Sinhalese people do not know the Sinha.-
lese language; many Tamil know the

- Sinhalese language ; there are Sinhalese

people whose common language in the
home is Tamil; and there are many
Tamil people whose common language in
the home is Sinhalese; so that there is
no question of discrimination. Sinhalese
will be available in the schools for any-
body to learn, and therefore the mere
fact that we are startine Sinhalese as
the official language and introducing our
own language is nof a matter of diserimi-
nation, nor is it a matter which in any
way adversely affects the minorities.

Some hon. Senators might be interest-
ed to know how this is going to affect
the administration of justice in Ceylon.
Befqre this Bill was introduced, T
Mquired from the Hon. Chief Justice
Whether the court records could be kept
m the Sinhalese language—that is to
88y, the records of the Assize Court, the
Appeal Court and the Court of Criminal
Appeal-—and the reply was that it could

e _df_Jne as soon as the necessary
Administrative arrangements were made.
% other words, the Supreme Court is of
{4on that as soon as we can provide
€ Necessary typists, interpreters and
YPewriters records could be kept in the
W langl}age. Certainly, the
i Vision of typists, typewriters, and so
™ will take'a couple of years.  But

3 JULY 1956]

Hon. Senators may rest

Bill—Second Reading 430
whatever it is, this assurance can be
given, namely, that no advocate or judge
who is in service now will be adversely
affected by the introduction of fhe
Sinhalese language into the Tecords of
the courts.

I purposely did not ask the judges
whether they could conduct proceedings
in the Sinhalese language or when they
could conduct proceedings in Sinhalese.
1 had a very good reason for it. Pro-
ceedings need not be conducted in the
official language. If hon. Senators
would look at what is happenmg in the
courts today, they would see that the
official language is entirely unnecessary
for the conduct Gf such proceedings. A
man who talks only Tamil can come to
court and say in Tamil that such and

such is his grievance, that such
and such is the wrong done to
him, and so on. He can say

what he wants in his own language.
He can give his evidence in his own
language, as he does now, and he can
argue his case in his own language. The
only requirement is, because today the
record has to be kept in English, his
evidence has to be translated into
English. Tf the record is to be kept in
Sinhalese, it will be translated into
Sinhalese; and if the accused happens
to be a person who does not know the
language of the complainant, then it will
be translated into the language of the
accused, or defendant as the case ma
be, so that he might understand the
complaint that is being made against
him. That is all. Proceedings can
actually be conducted in any language
which a man uses. It taay be his“own
language.  The only provision is that
the two parties should understand each
other and the court should understand
what the complaint is.  So long as that
provision is there, there is nothing to
prevent any language being used in the
courts.

Today, if you look at what is actually
happening you will find, in the rural
courts, that one man speaks in Sinhalese
and the other man replies in Sinhalese
and the proceedings are conducted in
Sinhalese.  1f you go to the Northern
Province you will find that court pro-
ceeding there are being conducted in
Tamil. The only thing is that the
record is kept in one language, that ig
the State language. Even in the Colombo
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[Senator The Hon. M. W. H. de Silva |
courts you sometimes find cases being
conducted in Sinhalese. Therefore,
this question of the State language or
official language will not affect the courts
In any way, except) to the extent that
records will have to be kept in Sinhalese.
But that is not a matter which really
affeets the justice which is administered
in the courts, nor is it a matter which
inyolves very many changes

It may be said that some of the judges
might not know the Sinhalese language;
that they might only know the English
language and that therefore they will not
be in a position to administer justice.
Well, in such cases, it will certainly be
necessary that the proceedings should be
translated into English for their benefit.
That is all. They can function as they
are now doing.  So, in no way will the
administration of justice in the Island
be adversely affected by the introduction
of Sinhalese as the official language.

Now with regard to education,

Tae PRESIDENT: Before the hon.
Leader passes on to another point I
should like to have some clarification
with regard to one or two points he men-
tioned about the courts. He said that
before long, as soon as the necessary
machinery is provided, it will be possible
to conduct proceedings in the official
language.

SeNATOR THE Hon. M. W. H. pr
SILVA:; No. I nover said that.,, I
said that records would be kept in the
official language but proceedings will
always be conducted in the language of
the persons giving evidence.

Tae PRESIDENT: Proceedings can
be conducted in the language of the
persons appearing before court?

SeENaTorR THE Hon. M. W. H. pg
SILVA: It is not a case of ‘‘ can el
they must be conducted in the
language of the persons appearing and
giving evidence. If the plaintiff is a Tamil
man, he must give his evidence in Tamjl
because he may not know any other lan-
guage; but it will he interpreted and
recorded in Sinhalese. Similarly, a China-
man will be perfectly entitled to give his
evidence in Chinese,

[SENATE]

Bill—Second Rcading 4
|
Tag PRESIDENT - Su :

judge understands only Enﬂlszsﬁng t |
Person comes into the WithE;
gives evidence in Tamil ?

S-box an&

SENATOR THE Hon, M. w l
SILVA: In such exceptiona] -case;; % ¢
will be necessary to translate .
English for the benefit of the juq emt“
am sorry I did not make the Pgsi%.i[
quite clear. My position is that 5 pergﬁn
who goes to court can ask for re]jef?u
his own language at any time, It'hn
been the case throughout ang 1t wﬂl}?s
the case hereafter. ’

Senaror SR UKWATTE JAYAgqy.
DERA: May I interrupt the hon. Leader
to clarify a point? In a eiyi] case today
the provision is that the plaint mugf
in the English language. Does the gy
Leader mean that hereafter—J am mere.
ly asking for information—a oy,
speaking man or an Einglish-gpeakiny
Imzll,l; can lodge a plaint in Tamil o Engrf '
ish?

SENATOR THE Hon. M. W. H mj
SILVA: No, because it is g provision of f
law. The present provision is that i
should be in English but when the offi- |
cial language becomes Sinhalese that
provision will have to be amended fo
enable it to be in Sinhalese.

SENATOR Sz U, JAYASUNDERA:
They—the Tamil man and the English- (
man—will have to file it in Sinhalese! -

SENATOR TurE Hon, M. W. H, o
SILVA: Yes, the plaint and the
answer too. That is why I i
that the record must be in _Sm- -
halese. = But so far as proceedings }
are concerned, an advocate is retained. |
An advocate is an officer of court and is
expected to help the court. At present
he helps the court by arguing in Bng |
lish, but there is nothing to prevent h"f[f _
using the language of his client. He 1;
only the recognized agent of the Gheﬂb
and therefore he is entitled to use tha
language to explain his client’s case
All these things are really 303d9m§;
What ig happening today is, 1"?311y ;
most convenient thing is done in €0 5
Sometimes, if a man knows English :e'
well as Sinhalese he gives his evid ene
in English for the sake of convenient
and not because he is obliged to 4o

._ - e L e e e L P w7

L
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ggnator Sk U. JAYASUNDERA:
May 1 again interrupt the hon. Leader?
In the case of lawyers, counsel or proc-
+ors, once this Bill becomes law—unless
the Hon. Minister says 191'1at the plead-
ine may be done In Enghsll — are they
no% obliged to add't'ess in ‘Smhalese and
ask for relief in Sinhalese?

ggnator TeE Hon. M. W. H. bpE

SILVA: I said that when the Bill is
jmplemented the plaint will be in
Sinhalese.

gpvator SIR U. JAYASUNDIERA :
Perhaps, 1 did not make myselt
quite clear. The official language
is mow English. Therefore, what-
ever may be the nationality  of
the litigant, counsel addressing court on
his behalf must do so in English today.
Similarly, once this Bill is passed, will
not counsel be obliced to address the
court in Sinhalese, unless under the pro-
viso the Minister says that the present
procedure can go on interminably?

Sevaror TeE Hox. M. W. H. bpE
SILVA: I do not agree that today it 1s

necessary to address the court in
English. TIf the court wunderstands
Sinhalese, counsel can address in

Sinhalese; and it would be perfectly
legal for him to do so, because the
official language does not affect the
proceedings. There is a provision in the
Civil Procedure Code that the plaint
shall be in English; but for that provi-
sion which relates to the plaint and
answer, the othev proceedings are not
affected.

As a matter of fact, at this stage T
might give this information. It is
proposed not to make any alteration In
the present position by an Order until
We are in a position, until we are ready
with the ~ necessary machinery, to
mtroduce the change in the courts. So,
after this Bill is passed, while it will be
Obhgatory to use Sinhalese for official
Purposes, we will make an Order preserv-
g the status quo till such time as e
think 5 change is possible. T can say
that the Hon. Prime Minister who is in
tharge of this Bill will take every neces-
Sary step to see that no undue hardship
S taused to the clients, to counsel, or to
28 Judges, and also that the administra-

o0 of justice does nof suffer. [ can sa
that deﬁnit-ely, 4

[3 JULY 1956]
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Tue PRESIDENT: May I ask a
question for the purpose of information?
The moment this Bill becomes law, will
it be obligatory on every one to recognize:
Sinhalese as the official language?

SENATOR Tne Hoy. M. W. H. bpe
SILVA: That will be the position unless
an Order is made by the Prime Minister
to the effect that any particular matter
is exempted for the present. The Prime-
Minister can make a general Order.

SexaTorR Sk U. JAYASUNDERA ¢
Unless the Minister in charge categorises
the subjects and says, for instance, that
A, B, C, D, and so on, can continue tc
be dealt with in other languages,
Sinhalese will have to be wused mm-
mediately.

SevaTor TEE Hon. M. W. H. be
SILVA: Certain things will have to be
done in Sinhalese immediately unless an:
Order is made allowing the use of the
other languages. It is not necessary to
categorise, but the Minister can make a
general Order.

Sexator Sik U. JAYASUNDERA:
Those are not the terms of the Bill.

Sevaror Tee Hon. M. W. H, »m
SILVA: All T am saying is that the Bill
gives the right to the Minister to enforce
its provisions immediately or to say that
it is impracticable at the moment for
particular purposes. It gives the Min-
ister the right to specify any particular
official purpose for which the Sinhalese:
Jlanguage may not be used.

SexaTorR Sk U. JAYASUNDERA :
He can do that for all purposes, in which
case he will negative the whole Bill.

Tae PRESIDENT: You have got the
assurance that until everything is ready
for the change-over the Hon. Prime
Minister will see that the status quo is:
maintained.

Sexvator Sir U. JAYASUNDERA:
If he makes a general Order and renders:
the Bill dormant, it will be looked upom
as a fraud.

SexaTor Tae Hoxn. M. W, H. »r
SILVA: That is a matter for comment.
T do not think so at all.
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Tee PRESIDENT: I do not think it
«can be characterized in the way the hon.
Senator did. The hon. Leader says that
the machinery is not ready yet for the
Bill to be implemented mmmediately.

SENATOR Sk U. JAYASUNDERA :
Then, he must specify the particular
matters.

SENATOR KANNANGARA: I rise to a
point of Order. It is very unfair to
have these interruptions while the hon.
Leader is making his speech. If there
are any points to be clarified or any ques-
tions to be asked, we can deal with them
in our own speeches. The hon. Leader
will reply at the end of the debate.

SENATOR SIR U. JAYASUNDERA:
[ can assure you, Mr. President, that it
‘was not my intention to embarrass the
Speaker at all. These are  matters
which, I think, even the hon. Leader
would like to clarify. I assure the
House that there was no intention %o
cause embarrassment.

Tae PRESIDENT: T there was any
'such intention, I would not have allowed
‘the interruptions.

SENATOR THE Hon. M. W. H. ns
SILVA: As I said, Mr. President, the
Prime Minister, who is in charge of thig
Bill, will have to consider, if this Bill
becomes law, in what matters the prov:-
sions of the Bill will have immediate
effect, in what matters it will take g
month before the Bill can be put into
effect, in what matters it will take a
year, and so on. He will have to
cconsider the position in relation to each
department and each subject and bring
this Bill into force according to the
circumstances prevailing in each sphere,
subject of course to the time-limit fixed
in the Bill itself.

I was speaking about the Judiciary
when T was interrupted. I repeat that
there is no intention to bring this into
operation in the eourts immediately
because I realize that we have to create
the necessary machinery first.

There is another question arising in
this connection. The Civil Procedure
‘Code proivdes that the plaint shall be in
English. Well, that is a specific provi-
sion. Although this Bill provides that
the official language shall be Sinhalese, T

[SENATE]
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do not think it overrides thgy S

provision, so that in Spite of thiﬁeﬁ{ﬁe
that particular thing wil] have { i
done in English until we ameng the%.bﬁ
Procedure Code, which Provides thgy i
plaint shall be in Sinhalese. That ; b
position, if I am not mista.ken_lliﬂl8
learned Friend will correct me jf T i
wrong—with regard to the courts. %

With regard to certain other matton
L s Sy CLy
where there is specific Provision fo
use of English or Sinhalese or Tamj] 0:
all of these languages, such Provisipy
will not be affected by the passage o
this Bill. Although this Bill proy
for the official language to be Sinhalegs
only, hon. Senators will observe tha
there is no definition of “official Jap.
guage’’. There are also matters whig
are partially private and partially pyh.
lie, like registration of marriages o
deaths, and which might not strictly cal
for the use of the official language. It
there is provision in the law already
for the use of languages other than
Sinhalese in such matters, such provi
sion will continue to remain. If ther |
is no specific legal provision in that way,
but if usage or some customary practice
has grown up, then the Prime Minister
will have to consider the question whe:
ther he should confirm that customary
practice or alter it in any way. All I
am trying to do is to impress on hon.
Senators the fact that the provisions of
this Bill are not going to be abrupfly |
put into effect, upsetting the smooth .
work of the administration in any field
in the Island. This law will be enfol'ced
judiciously and without injury to the
general administration or to the adminis:
tration of justice.

I was going to refer to the educaﬁlgﬂ
system. Tt is well recognized that bhﬂ
medium of education should be the
mother tongue. The fact fhat Sinhales
will be the official language has uotil}llﬂ%
to do with education in the mot 1‘134
tongue. Notwithstanding the provisiofh
of this Bill, all education will be cag o
on in the mother-tongue medium. it
the same with regard to the 10
authorities. .

SENATOR NAGALINGAM : T an Vell

e Ir. President. Whi
sorry to interrupt, Mr, Presic 1 like
on the subject of education, 1 wou Ltem‘
to know what steps are being O™ )
plated with regard to instruction &%=
Law, College—in what language :
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;77" gpnaTor THE Hox. M. \V. H. pr
| SILVA: I made a suggestion to the
Council of Legal Education that Sin-
halese should be one of the compulsory
subjects for law students. Well, I did
that because a man who .t-a.keﬁ tg the
|| profession of the law will require a
certain knowledge of the Sinhalese
Janguage ~ under the new set
. up. I suggested that the students
! who are  now in the Law
College should take wup an exami-
nation in Sinhalese before their final in
1959 and obtain a pass in Sinhalese.
Well, I did that because 1 thought the
circumstances  demanded  that  the
matter should be considered by the Coun-
cil of Legal Education. That wag all.
It is for the Council of Legal Education
to consult anybody they like, or not
consult anybody, and fix any period
they like or any examination they like
and act in any manner they think
desirable. Actually it is not a matter
which concerns me except, incidentally,
in regard to the policy of Government.
I brought it to their notice for their
own action. In fact, T might say that
I was assisted in this matter—that is,
with regard to examinations as well as
the periods to be fixed—by the Principal
of the Law Collece who followed the
Report of the Languages Commission.
So much for the legal aspect of this
matter.

I was dealing with the educational as-
pect of it. Now, it has been stated

T i T e R o — L

R i e W M s — SR

. that education is best imparted in the
+ mother tongue of the child. Nothing
|: definite transpires in this Bill. Tt is a

matter which will have to be considered
by the people interested in education.
No doubt, it is a matter which will be
l 10011-9(1 nto by those interested in the
| Subject. Subsequent legislation, i
. Becessary, and subsequent arrangements
j will be made with regard to this. So
. uch for the educational set-up.

a I was going to speak about the local
authorities. No provision has been
Made in this Bill with regard to local
8overnment. That is also a matter
“’hlc_h will have to be considered in con-
Nection with the provision for the reason-
Wle use of Tamil and the reasonable
USe of other languages as well. I do
106 think the term ‘‘ reasonable use
Would be confined to Tamil only; there
Will be the English language and perhaps

e Malay language.
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SENATOR NAGALINGAM :There is no
mandate.

SENATOR THE Honx. M. W. H. bpE.
SILVA: There is no mandate in this
matter. The only mandate is with regard
to the Sinhala language. There is no
other mandate in the matter. These are
matters which good sense wants us to
provide for and which will be provided
for not because of any mandate but
because it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to see that arrangements are made
for the benefit and the advancement of
the country.

I do not think T need detain hon.
Senators any longer. I thank them much
for listening to me very patiently and
carefully. I also thank the hon. Sena-
tor (Senator Sir U. Jayasundera) who-
raised certain matters which I might
have omitted to refer to. This is not a
matter over which there need be any
quarrel and I hope hon. Senators will
consider the Bill in the light of the posi-
tion placed before them and approve of
this measure.

Question proposed from the Chair,

SeENATOR AZEEZ: My. President, the
hon. Leader of the House has just told
us that the chief objective of this Bill is
to assist the common man to take his:
due share in the administration of the
country. I, as one who also believes in
democratic socialism, agree with that.
objective but it is precisely my point
that that objective is not fully secured
by this Bill. And as 1 proceed I shall
show hon. Senators how this particular:
Bill which has been brought forward
now does not assist all the common men
to take their due share in the administra-
tion of the country which is their:
legitimate right. ' '

The hon. Leader also characterised
this Bill as a simple Bill, as quite a
simple Bill. I may say hat in:
the history of legislatures, past and
present, of the entire world, this is pro-
bably the shortest of Bills ever introduc-
ed but fraught with the gravest of con-
sequences. 1 am not thinking at the:
moment of the consequences that were:
witnessed on the 5th June and thereafter
but of the consequences that will outlast
the present Government and consequen--
ces that will outlast the present genera-
tieny
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[ Senator Azeez]
, I have had the privilege of speaking
i on this same subject on the 8th May
' ‘when, on the floor of this House, I made
my observations on the Speech from the
Throne. 1t is my intention in view of
many hon. Senators wanting to partici-
pate in this debate not to cover the same
ground I covered on that occasion.
1t is'my duty, I feel, Mr. President, to
acquaint the Government—after read-
ing the speeches that have been delivered
in the Other Place and listening to speak-
ers—of the fact that I am convinced that
the present Government do not seem to
be aware of the hardships they are caus-
ing to a community like the Muslim
community by the introduction of the
Sinhala language as the one official
language of Ceylon in the manner in
‘which it has been brought up by this Bill.
It is my contention and I hope to con-
wince you, Mr. President, that this Bill
places grave disabilities on the Muslim
community who are not Sinhalese-speak-
| ing. There may be all sorts of controver-
sies as to what they speak but they are
mnot relevant. It is admitted that the
Muslims are mot Sinhalese-speaking
people. Therefore once this Bill is
put into effect, once this becomes an Act.
«certain  disabilities will be caused to
them and it is my duty to emphazise
those disabilities rather than enfer into
other side issues which unfortunately
for this country have been high-lighted,
namely, telegrams sent to Indian leaders
by certain persons and telegrams sent to
«others in Great Britain, and so on. As
far as I am concerned these things are
utterly irrelevant to the issue because
the Muslim community has not sent
telegrams to anybody. We will demand
Justice from this Government; and if this
| Government does not give us justice,
we will demand justice from the people,
from the Sinhalese people, at the next
‘General Election.

There has been a statement made in
the Other Place that the Sinhalese race
forms the Ceylonese nation and the

lothers are mere national minorities. 1
am sure the hon. Leader does not share
that view. He will, T am sure, admit
that the Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims and
Burghers all form the Ceylonese nation.
I am sure the hon. Leader will agree
that the Muslim community forms an in-
tegral part of the Ceylonese nation. 1
am saying this because o@idnﬂﬁ%edﬁ%é\i_ﬁ%@@@

noolaham.org
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of some members of the Go
party which are creating a lot O‘f’eilél}gent
in our minds and I do hope it wi] be :h
task of responsible members like the hge
Leader and the Hon. Ministep who N
seated by his side (Senator The HO:
Jayasuriya) to ensure that in thej, Darty
the tail does not wag the dog! Pegp;
have short memories and some of
members of the Government party ay
comparatively young, so that it wj be
proper for me to quote portions from the
concluding speech of the present Primg
Minister when he wound up the dehgt
on the Sri Lanka Bill which pg
sponsored. This is what he sayy g

column 2062 of the HaNsArp of 20nd |

March, 1945 ;

“* May I here refer to the support that the
main principle of this Bill has received frim
the hon. Nominated Member, (Mr. Jayah), the
hon. Nominated Member (Mr. Razik) and the
hon. Member for Colombo Central (Dr, Kaleel)
among the minority Members, I say that if
any Member has brought closer the achievement
of agreement among the various sections of the
people of this country,’’—

He used the words “‘sections of the
people’” and not ‘‘national minorities’—

... by an attitude of generosity, where even
those with whom he is concerned stand to suffer,
I say the fullest credit, must go, more than to

anyone among us, to the hon. Nominated Member §

(Mr. Jayah).

The hon. Nominated Member (Mr. Jayah) has
made a speech today that will have a great effect
m bringing unity among the people of th]_s
country, in bringing some sense of reality to this
struggle, however it may shape, that we are gomg
to undertake to obtain g satisfactory measure ot
freedom.

What have the hon. Nominated Member
(Mr. Jayah) and his colleagues, the hon
Nominated Member (Mr. Razik) and the hon.
Member for Colombo Central dcne? There B
provided in this Bill a scheme of represeniatiol
under which the Muslim community more t_h?llé-
any other community in this country mlgt
suffer, in the form in which it appears, bué 5"‘}1{
he himself was so sincerely determined to WO

for the main idea of treedom that he dw;“-:
prepared to vote for that principle embod:e f
this Bill.”

It is very unfortunate that there is % &

- AR : le
impression in the minds of many PfOI;hé
some distinguished people, that Loast
Muslim  community is the one
affected by the language Pr‘Oblem%atEd
/tact, the present Prime Mmlster Sa o
/ this in February 1955—I am ¢ o6t
from the Ceylon Daily News ©
February, 1955:
" Muslims need have no fears, Mr.o st
D. Bandaranaike, ILeader of the Ceplon that
assured the Muslim communify 'e%d_warrj
theirs was the one community that ne

f about the language problem
%H%TS the people of  this

g. W B

hie
i coﬂﬂtry‘

P e e N
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aranaike, who was addressing memb{_ars
Mr. Ba;}gfl;ag Men's Muslim Association, at its
ters in the Fort yesterday, asked them
Azeez that if he will spare me
Bandaranaike) half an hour, I will remove
a]lrjnis doubts and fears!

He was under the impression that the
Vuslim community suffered least by any
ihange in the language policy and he had
peen kind enough to issue an invitation,
which 1 unfortunately did not avail of
for quite a length of time; but he did

ive me the privilege of discussing this

roblem along with others for nearly four

P s on 24th May, 1956. He sail
in February, 1955, that within half an
hour he would remove all my doubts and
foars; 1 was with him for four hours—
I am quite convinced that he 1s very
anxious to do his best for us 1n the
circumstances but I cannot honestly say
that all my doubts and fears have been
removed, but still I am hoping for the
best.

The Muslim community is affecte-d_
most, not least, because of the compli-
eated problems of language it has to face.
Mr. President, I would crave your
permission to read a short extract from
the Zahira College Prize Day Report
which I was privileged to read last
January. It explains why the language
problem is more complicated and more
troublesome to wus. This is what I
stated :

“Tt is our conviction that we best serve Sri
Lanka not by the abandonment of our culture but
by its preservation and promotion, aiming at
unity in diversity—political unity in the midst of
anltural diversity. On Zahira, therefore  devolves
a sacred obligation to foster the culture that is
disincively our own. In thus stressing its
mportance, we are not unmindful of the value ot
political unity. We believe with Sir Richard
Livingstone that, * Men are born to four citizen-
ships, They should be able to live as good
members of their family, of their community, of
their n&tl?n, and of the whole human society .
i;ld that * many of the world’s troubles can be
:&g-ed to a failure in one or other of these
Glizenships—to our never mastering the art of

liying with others, in the family, in the
‘;ﬁ?ﬂ}ﬂmty“ in the mnation, in international
fations, * We also realize that these four

Aizenships must co-exist and that the trans-
ignl‘;‘sfion of one of these loyalties must necessarily
E[lve the transgression of the other three.
a ¢ an Englishman in the United Kingdom or
Uniteg esncan of Anglo-Saxon descent in the
s h_ta.tes could exercise his rights and dis-
shillégth 18 duties inherent in these four citizen-
namal %Ugh. the medlll_m Of one S:ng]e ]_alnguage’
EWiny-t nglish, and without the necessity of his
tage gwo acquire a knowledge of any other lang-
Nfire], 3:ﬁthe Muslims of Ceylon, are in an
0 fulf lerent and extremely diffienlt position.
adequately the obligafions casf om 11 by

[3 JULY 1956]
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these four citizenships, we should of necessity
acquire a knowledge of four different languages
with four different scripts—the four languages
concerned being Tamil, Arabic, Sinhalese and
English, each of them with a different back-
ground of religion and history. In the case of
the Ceylonese Malay-Muslims, the problem 1s
further complicated by the presence of still
another language. Malay. "’

Therefore when any change takes
place precipitately it becomes a compli-
:ated problem to us, and it is not cor-
rect to say that we are the least affected ;
I would say that we are the most
affected. We have amnother peculiar
difficulty because ours is a community
scattered throughout the Island, with
one-third of its members imhabiting the
purely Tamil-speaking areas in  the
Northern and FEastern Provinces and
with the other portion, namely two-
thirds, inhabiting the other seven
Provinces. Any language question intro-
duces a new and novel problem o us—
how to preserve the solidarity of the comn-
munity, how to ensure that the political
power it possesses or the political
influence 1t possesses is not diminished.
That is a problem that has heen created
because of the present language policy,
because the Fastern and Northern
Province Muslims—they may be smaller
in numbers—but they are the ones who
are in a position to send a fair number
of Muslim Members to the House of
Representatives, whereas the other por-
tion, namely two-thirds of the Muslims
who inhabit the other seven Provinces,
cannot because of their living isolatedly,
because of their not

SENATOR NAGALINGAM :
about Sir Razik Fareed?

What

SExaTOR AZEEZ: They cannot send
so many; one as against four.

So, that it is not a simple problem to
ug. This may be a ** simple ** Bill but
to us it is not simple; it is very compli-
cated indeed.

The hon. Leader of the House referred
to parity and gave his own definition of
it. I do not propose to enter into a
discussion on that highly controversial
subject but I would like to summarize
the various solutions that have been
offered in the matter of State languages,
official languages, into nine categories.

Tirst comes parity as envisaged by the
worroufigsader of the House which, I may
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say, is parity quantitatively and qualita-
tively—parity which is almost ** fifty-
fifty ** in disguise. Then there is the
other parity which is parity qualitatively
and not quantitatively. Then we have
parity with priorities within, as the one
defined by one of our former colleagues,
Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan. Then we
come to two official languages through-
out the Island, and that is in accordance
with the resolution passed in 1954 at the
U. N. P. sessions. Next, we have two
official languages of the Island, meaning
regional languages—one language to be
the official language in certain parts of
the Island and the other language to be
the official language in the other parts
of the Island. Then we come to
another category—Sinhalese only with
due recognition of Tamil and with
fundamental rights in respect of
language guaranteed. Then we come to
the next category—Sinhalese only while
aceording due recognition to Tamil in the
legislature, administration and educa-
tion. 'That phraseology is taken from
the memorandum that was submitted by
the present Prime Minister to his Party
on or about 12th September, 1955.
Then we come to another kind, Sinhalese
only with reasonable use of the Tamil
language. This, I believe, is the one in
the M. E. P. manifesto.

The hon. Leader of the House eluci-
dated it further by saying that only one
part has the effect of the mandate and
that the other part has not the effect of
the mandate. I find it rather difficult
to draw that subtle distinction because
the phraseology in the M. E. P.
manifesto is °° Sinhalese only with
reasonable use of the Tamil language. ™’
This is the first time I heard that the
mandate covers the former part and not
the latter part.

Sinhalese only as the official language,
with no recognition whatever of Tamil,
is the last category and normally T
would include this Bill as falling into the
last category but for the sqveral assur-
ances given by the Hon. Prime Minister
im the Other Place and some assurances
given by the hon. Leader of the House.
If they had not given their assurances,
our task would have been very simple
because in this categorising we would
have placed this Bill in the last category,
that is Sinhalese only undilutedy kwithhan
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sharing of status or power
other language or languages,
various assurances, the varioyg stat i
ments, that have been made i, tlf J
Other Place and some of the stat-emene \
that have been made by the h-ots. :
Leader make the position very difﬁeul;i
indeed for us to place the present Bj}f
in any one of these latter categories
Whether this particular Bi] conten, |
plates Sinhalese only, while giving gy, |
recognition to Tamil in the legislg.tm.e :
administration and  education,
whether it is a Bill which envisages the
reasonable use of the Tamil languag
or whether this Bill is for due officig] |
recognition of the Tamil language |
together with fundamental rights, we airé,
at a loss to understand. We have begy |
given several assurances, each assurang
making the position more confused, [t
I knew for certain what is meant by
these assurances and what exactly is
connoted by the phrase '* reasonable use ]
of the Tamil language *’ I may be abls |

s : il
easily to come to a conclusion. But this t;
knowledge is withheld from us. We ae |

asked to accept certain assurances and
[ therefore think it is my duty to §
analyse some of these assurances and fo |
convince you that they mean nothing |
more and nothing less than that those
who have given them are very fai- |
minded persons! But that does not cany |
us far. We are aware they are fai- §
minded persons, particularly the Prime f
Minister. We know that he would nob
be consciously harsh towards the mino- £
rities. 1 shall develop that point fu- £
ther, but 1 must say 1 find it very dlﬁ'.’h

cult to accept those assurances in the
form in which they have been given.

I believe the hon. Leader said that the |©
term *° Official language '’ is not dei'in.eq;
He asked: *“ Why are you ﬂ-fl“rl'lfl? !
We are afraid because unless this B
defined we are at a loss to know \?fhere |
we stand. TIn fact, there was an lﬂteé'- |
ruption—the  question  was asked,
“ What about a plaint? *° The hok m
Leader said that a plaint has to b%lﬁ ]
the Sinhalese language because the B! ;
is such, but that if it is a questmﬂl;.
marriage registration, and so Ot t‘lﬂ"t
might consider allowing @ dlﬁeiﬁ i
language. But can they allow .Iﬁis
without first telling us exa-cﬂy“wlli%ciﬂ
connoted by  the words O

hamgnage ’

= =

1
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Iy In the Other Place, the Hop. .Prime
. <tor said that he could not introduce
E"E _M;Ill the Bill any phrase like ‘‘due
;Ecggnition of the 'Jf‘afn'}i_wl lﬂ:ynguag,"e”lc:?
< ,easonable use of the Tamil langauge
lm"because those are things that cannot be
W caly defined. 1 am in entire agree-
precise’y e oo Bt ibicsthcr
A ment with him there. ut it is there.
fore mosb curious that the wort.'ls ofﬁcml
' have not been defined in so
limportant & Bill as this. In other
limportant Bills that have come before
$his House, the Objects and Reasons
W were printed along with the texts.of the
U Bills, together with Statements of TLegal
W ttect. If there is any Bill that should
have the Objects and Reasons stated
‘and a Statement of Legal Effect
. cluded, it is this because it affects the
" entivety of the nation, because it has”
“heen moved with the sole purpose of
‘hﬂ@hanging the language of administration"
of the country.  Bub the Objects and
¥ Reasons have not been stated. There is
ih!e no Statement of Legal Effect given. Sov
i that, truly, we are at a loss to under-
¥ stand what precisely the definition of
miff“oj’i‘:icial language’’ is.  Therefore we
Jtﬂ: are compelled to think that the words
{.'_"_i “one official language’’ mean that Sinha-
Jlese and no other language will be allow-
Y ed as an official language. If it was
?;;s‘_nabed that Sinhalese shall be “‘the
Rirt.lpﬁjcial language” or ‘*‘an  official
o language” it would be a different matter,
ﬂ.'huﬁ what is stated here is ‘‘one official
Janguage”.  In  these circumsfances,
. when this Bill comes in force, how can
p mariage registrations be made in any
w]angua-ge other than Sinhalese, just as
-.lplamt cannot be filed except in one
I do

language, the Sinhala language ?
¢ 106 know how that can be done.
o, ;
" 1ms PRESIDENT: The hon. Leader
# “plained that the Hon. Prime Minister
# S Pepared, by regulation or otherwise,
g 1 see o such things.
2
g SeNaTor AZEEZ: T was dealing with
}ﬁ%r;?ther aspect of the matter, but the
jp ~me Minister’'s powers cease to exist
¢ om 1st January, 1961
f
;;t BENAToR NAGALINGAM : No, 1960,
‘ﬁ SENAmoR AZEEZ:
ﬂ-‘?&cembeh 1960, but
t:'ﬁ’ Mmor matter.

It may -be 381st
anyway that is a

[3 JULY 1956]
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objection to the Bill. I shall ¢ome to
this later. The hon. Leader 1s very
solicitous about the minor languages of
this country. Unfortunately I do not
speak any minor language of this
country. 1 am not a descendant of the
Portuguese who have a language of their
own, nor can I speak Malay, Sindhi,
Gujarati or any of those languages. 1
must protest against this attitude of
putting all languages together because,
atter all, the Hon. Prime Minister him-
self was an active participant in the
debate on the Motion which was
brought up in the State Council by M.

J. R. Jayawardene in 1944. From
1944 till perhaps mnow, this very
moment the hon. ILeader spoke,

there was no intention of raising any
language other than the Sinhalese and
Tamil languages o the status of national
languages.  Therefore, if the hon.
Leader is going to foster minor languages
of this counutry, he has my sympathy,
but I am not particularly interested
in them. 1In 1944, all of them parti-
cipated in the debate. The original
resolution was to make Sinhalese
the official language, but it was
amended to include Tamil as well.
Therefore it has been accepted that
Tamil should also come in. We do not '
say that it is a fundamental right that it
should be a state language, an official
language.  But that does noti mean we
are oblivious of the special claims the
Tamil language has by virtue of its
past history and by virtue of the various
decisions that have been made from
1944 onwards. I do not; think it is correct
to say that the Tamil language is in the
same position as some other minor
language which is spoken in this country.
We do not know what precisely is a State
language; we do not know what is an
official language. I believe they are
identical terms. But certainly I hope
that the hon. Leader will not deny the
status of a national language to the
Tamil language. He may deny, but
history will not support him.

Some reference, fortunately or unfor-
tunately, has been made to a resolution
that I proposed on 20th February, 1954,
at the annual session of the U. N. P.
The text of that resolution was not given

That is exigetly mpyoolsand Fhuerawe. your indulgence to give the
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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text of that resolution because it might
clear a lot of misunderstanding.  This
was the resolution:

*“ This Conference reiterates its decision to
make Sinhalese and Tamil the official langnages
throughout the country in the shortest possible
time. "’

Now, the question was asked as to why
that resolution was introduced at that
particular stage and in that particular
torm. The reason was that in January,
1954, there was an Indo-Ceylon Agree-
ment in which the phrase ** the language
of the area "’ was used. Unfortunately, I
have not got the text of that agreement,
but the words ‘‘the language of the
area’ were used and there were some who
sought to give the interpretation to that
proposal that Tamil and Sinhalese shall
be the official languages of Ceylon, that
Tamil would be the official language in
one part of Cevlon and Sinhalese would
be the official language in another part
of Ceylon.

Tae PRESIDENT : Who had that im-
pression?

SENATOR AZEEZ: Some Members of
the U. N. P. were under the impression
that a certain amount of confusion would
be created by the use of the words ‘‘the
language of the area’’ in an official docu-
ment; that some persons might legiti-
mately consider that that would mean
having Tamil in certain areas anl Sinha-
lese in certain other areas in Ceylon.
That would have affected the Muslims
most because they reside in both areas
and 1 was particularly interested there-
fore in obtaining a clarification and
moved a resolution in that form at that
U. N. P. Conference.

SENATOR NAGALINGAM: It was
worthless.

SENATOR AZEEZ : T shall not be divert-
ed by these interruptions. as I wish to
carry on with the history of this matter
uninterrupted. Therefore this resolution
made it crystal clear that there were not
going to be official languages in terms of
areas, but that there were going to be
two official languages. The words ‘‘parity
of status’’ were never used by me. I
never envisaged parity, nor was I ever
happy when the term ‘‘ parity of status’’
came into use and when my Sinhalese
friends interpreted that term as ‘‘fifty-

fifty’” in disguise. I used to %Iyl,\],g\ Tan?:iolund

Digitize olaham

friends——

[SENATE |
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SENATOR B. T, PALIPANE.

was no disguise; it wag fitty fifgy
# }

SENATOR AZBEEZ: Senatoy Pal;
says there was no disguise, &
advise my Tamil friends not to uge 1t
term “‘parity of status’ and my resgjh'
tion never contained that Phrage, Thu
this question of parity of statng becg
very acute as a result of the official
regard of the Tamil language oy s
occasion of the opening of Paiay
by the Queen on 24th June, 1954 i
G. G. Ponnambalam sought to moy,
Amendment to the Throne Speech, toi
effect that provision should he magyy
the Constitution by which Tamil
be assured of a position of complete g
ality with Sinhalese as one of the off
and national languages. Senator Nade
dealt with that aspect of the quesi
when commenting on the Throne Spe
and I do not want to go into that agi
All that I desire to stress is that!
started an acute controversy through
the country. The Muslim community
to take note of the controversy agita
the country, the feelings expressed :
the tension created.

Therefore, on 11th December, 19 (
the All-Ceylon Muslim League held “
symposium on the language quest r}‘
It invited various parties. We had i I
representatives of the S. L. F. P,

V. L. S. S. P., etc., and the Ceyloné¥ i
National League which advocated I i
lish as the only official language for lﬂﬂ{-

vears to come. We were benefited I

1
the discussions, and we gained valul EH
experience. I

f|f

On 18th December, 1955, we h_ﬂ‘dr'
Joint Conference of the All-Ceylon Mo )
lim League and the Moors’ Associatil}
and we passed a resolution W}llﬁ Bl L
relevant to my approach to this 1 i

el e =
=

This was the resolution we Passets t
December, 1955 s I
;i ;

" That Sinhalese be accepfed as I-hf?tf}’:llf o M
Language with due official recogt 1? A8
given to Tamil and English, ﬂ-_ﬂ‘fl PW‘;E;E, 1 g
fundamental rights of the mindrities I_Ilcorpﬂmh‘ :
religion, culture, language, ete., are it %
in the Constitution. 1 by i i
That resolution was ratified % .4

s]
Central Council of the All-Ceylon M“ﬂ

S
League on 8th January, 199__"
January, 1956, two sets of

éﬁ&g es from these two organt

1'BP1'95613_]'F‘
zations 111]
§ partic}
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resolution should be moved as an amend-
ment to the U. N. P. resolution at the
Kelaniya conference. There was a diver-
sity of views. Some opposed the proposal
of an amendment, and felt that an
interview should be sought with the
then Prime Minister, Sir John Xote-
lawala, to find out whether he had in
mind the giving of due recognition to
Tamil and English, and incorporating
fundamental rights. At that time the
idea was that there was going to he an
amendment to the Constitution. Some
felt that there should be an amendment
moved at Kelaniya ; others felt that
an assurance from the then Prime
Minister would be sufficient, and that
there was no need for an amendment.

On 19th January, 1956, a deputation
waited on the then Prime Minister, led
by Dr. Kaleel, then Minister of Labour.
The necessary assurance was given by
Sir John Kotelawala to the Muslim
League and the Moors’ Association, and
those who represented these bodies in
that deputation pledged their support to
the U. N. P. after that assurance was
given.

The assurance was that the Bill to be
brought forward by Sir John Kotela-
wala, when he was voted to power,
would conform to the requirement that
due recognition be given to Tamil and
English, and that fundamental vights
would be incorporated in it. At that
time the S. I,. F. P. said that they had
the reasonable use of Tamil in view.

On 17th May this year, we had a
glimpse of the Bill that was being pre-
pared by the present Goovernment. The
Hewspapers of 17th May had details
of the Bill. The Bill as it appeared on
I7th May was not acceptable to us.
Betwe'en the publication of the details of
the Bill on 17th May and the publi-
cation of the present Bill, some vital
G_lause,q, p]foviding for some recogni-
B of Taniil, had been omitted. The
Present Bill is worse than the draft Bill
Which appeared on 17th May.

When the draft of the Bill appeared in
g[ﬁhpapﬂ‘-‘i, we passed a resolution on
oo M“Wg three days after the drafh
4 published. This was the re-
Solution -
(3
De(aewgel'ﬁ”‘l-" ”_10. All-Cevlon Muslim Lieague in
Sinﬁiﬂefr" 1955, passed a  resolution * that
ith a. - e accepted as the only State Language
With dye official ree ¥ guag

g nglish, anq
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rights of the minorities in respect of religion,
culture — language ete., are incorporated in the
Jonstitution, ’

And whereas the draft Bill which has been
approved by the Sinhala Only Committee of
the M. K. P. does not give due official recog-
nition to the Tamil and English langunages,
~ And whereas no -steps have been taken to
incorporate in the Constitution the Fundamental
Rights of the minorities in respect of religion,
culture, and language,

And whereas the draft Bill violates the
fundamental language rights of the Ceylonese
Muglims,

And whereas the immediate change over fo
Sinhalese as the official language and the
completion of the process hefore January, 1960,
denies to the Muslims the opportunity of parti-
cipating fully in the life of the country and
1mposes  on them disabilities and disadvan-
tages "'—
~ All the effect this resolution appears
to have had on the Government was that
mstead of January, 1960, they made it
31st December, 1960. They probably
thought that the Muslims are so cap-
able of acquiring a new language quickly
that twelve months would make all the
difference to them ! We are not claim-
ing parity. We wanted opportunities
for participating fully in the life of the
country, and our quarrel is that the
Government does not give ug time to

cope with the situation. They are
over-hasty. To conclude my quotation
from the resolution :

" This Central Council of the All-Ceylon

Muslim Teague hereby unequivocably declares
that it cannot accept a Bill in terms of the
proposed draft

This resolution was passed on 20th
May, and on 24th May we had the
honour of an invitation from the Prime
Minister to discuss this resolution and
the language problem with him. We
met him in the morning. We spent
four hours with him. We expressed
our point of view fully. He saw our
difficulties, but that same evening Mr.
F. R. Jayasuriya commenced his fast
to death. He was good enough to eall
off his hunger strike on the 26th, and on

the 28th he had the privilege of
attending a meeting of the Parlia-
mentary Group of the M. E. P. 1t is

not for me to discuss the purport and

manner of his fast which are ‘well
known. Although  Mr. Jayasuriya’s

friends may think that no language

owed so much to ene individual as the

Sinhalese language to Mr. Jayvasuriya,

istory, I am sure, will oive a differe

hi 'o{'r?daf!on.m sure, give a different
lorg
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The Bill became truncated and in-
complete—whether as a result of
Mr. Jayasuriya’s action or not, I do not
know. The Bill became Jess satisfactory
to us.

After the draft Bill was published, the
Working Committee of the All-Ceylon
Muslim Teague passed this resolution

= =) t
on Sth June:

" The Working Committee while regretting its
mability to support the Official Language Bill in
the form in which it has been introduced by the
present Government in the House of Representa-
tives on June 5, 1956, reafirms the League’s
acceptance of Sinhalese as the only State
Liangnage of Ceylon.

Tar PRESIDENT: The

sitting  is
suspended for 30 minutes.

Sitting accordingly suspended at 4.50
P, and resumed at 5 p.m.

SENxaTorR AZEEZ: Mr. President, 1
find it extremely difficult to cast my vote
in favour of this Bill for both what it
contains and what 1t does not contain.
in the first place, it contlains Just one
date which throws on us a lot of hard-
ship, that is, ““ the thirty-first day of
December, 1960."

Before I come to that I must also
stress that this Bill is silent with regard
to the status of the Tamil language, and
I have already pointed out to you thav
the Tamil language, by virtue of its
history, deserves an entirely different

place from that of being a minor
language. But the hon. Leader en-

visaged in his speech—in fact, the pre-
sent Prime Minister in his memorandum
of September 1955 also did envisage—
some kind of status being given to the
Tamil language in the spheres of legisla-
tion, administration, education and
examination. If T remember right, he
was not so solicitous about the miner
languages at that time, and perhaps
even now, as our present Leader who
thinks probably that it is his duty to
foster those languages which might
die but for his timely intervention and
special help.

The term “‘ official language * has
not been defined and, therefore, it is
very difficult for us to know exactly what
the implications of this Bill are. T think
the hon. Leader stated that he would not
mind allowing registration of marriages

and deaths taking placedmzea plangmmge Fo

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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other than Sinhalese eVen affer g l
December, 1960. But the Positioy :
not so simple.  What about the rls
ceedings of the Kathi courts? Ul?dg'
the Muslim Marriage and Divoree Acgr
there are a set of judicial officerg callyg !
Kathis, many of whom do 0t kngy
any language other than Tamil, gnq Wwho
are now allowed to have their recopg i
Tamil.

SENaToR THE Hox. M, W, g D
SILVA: T think I explained that this
Bill will not affect the special provisjop
of the law. There is a special provisiy
with regard to Kathis which this Bill i
not affect, |

SENATOR AZEEZ: 1 am no lawyer,
but when I read the clause:

- The Sinhala language shall be the one officia]
11

language of Ceylon: ",

I understand no other 1eaning except
there being one official language. We
would have been very happy if that pro-
vision had been incorporated in the Bill
After all, the Legal Draftsman is quite
competent to translate that idea into
legal form, and I would have been very
willing to vote for thig Bill if such pro-
vision were made satisfactorily.

SENATOR S. NADESAN: That iz be

cause lawyers also must live. .

SENATOR AZINEZ: Lawyers must live,
but I am only concerned with the hard- |
ship that is likely to be caused to people
who cannot employ expensive lawyers.
This is more confusing because staté:
ments are made in various forms by
various Ministers. Here is one state
ment by the hon. Leader of the House
in the Other Place. '

Tar PRESIDENT: If ‘the hon
Senator says that the Bill does not P"{’: |
vide for the language, what language & £
it going to be? 3

SENATOR AZEEZ: The Bill p_rowgie;
clearly what the official language 1s S‘)”f:
to be as soon as it is passed. We lltﬂ‘it-'
not still technically passed 1. Bu'ui-
says that in such very clear a1_1d ullit"}im
vocal terms that T gained the mmpres ;
that unless there is an Am.en'dmg iEG{.'
this would have an overriding f’i o
because at the moment we do 1o 1%

g B i s = o e i

; - i at a yartl:
any legislation specifying tIm._t ﬁmlge e
cular language is the official langul \

ngislntion.

e

Greplon. Therve is ad hoc
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there are certain Acts where mention
e R Y s - b2

.« made of documents being L_qpt in
5 But as

cinhalese O Tamil or lﬂngl'ish. _
as I am aware, there is mo legisla-
tion ‘in existence .EC')(I.El'V which makes
English thg one official _1*-‘?1811%5'_%?‘- As a
matter of fact, there are subsidiary offi-
cial languages today. Juﬁven' during the
colonial days, al'though I‘I*.“E_‘Jl“‘fh was the
Jominant or primary official language,
¢ is my submission that there had been
cubsidiary official languages—not Malay
and Gujerati and Sindi, and so on, but
Tamil and Siuhale;'s_%e and, may I say,
enjoying parity of status whatever its
worth.

gpvator THE Hox. M. W. H. b=E
SILVA: What about English?

Spnvaror AZEEZ: English was the
principal official language. Having been
4 member of the Government Service
ouce upon & time, I know that the village
headmen were allowed to have their offi-
cial records in Sinhalese or Tamil. But
the whole point is, there should be some
meaning in making a language the one
official language of Ceylon. Otherwise,
one could have taken some administra-
tive. steps. As a matter of fact, before
this Bill was introduced, some Ministers
had taken steps on their own.

SExATOR NADESAN: That is illegal.

SENATOR AZEEZ: That was illegal.
That is being legalized.

far

: SENATOR NADESAN : Even now it is
legal.  Only the Prime Minister can
make it legal.

SeNATOR AZEEZ: If the hon. Leader’s
assmance had been embodied in this
BIH, if his statement had been trans-
formed into legal form  then, of course,
1“?'()‘}1(1 have been satistied. But now
W16 1s, my own impression is—and the
Words justify my impression—that on
and after 1st January, 1961, the Kathi
urts, and so on, cannot have their re-
GOI'.rls'lll a 1all-'lg“3'gt"- other than Sinhalese.
it 15 otherwise, I will be happy; but
ﬂii? ﬁs.un()t_jthe meaning that I see in
fﬂﬂﬂeé -"'\’I'i‘ or exa;m?‘le: s.tautements are
V the ; : 1111813_61'5. This is a statement
”f'her ];fn-_ L_E“ddel' of t-l_‘le. Hous.-'_e in th'e
I8 from ‘a(.'u made at Kalmunai. This
of 174 “’J__leport in the Times of (?gylo-;;
3 June, 1956, He is alleged to

[3 JULY 1956]
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there that the Language Bill meant
nothing more than the replacement of
English by Sinhalese and that Tamil
would continue to occupy the place which
it held in the Island from time imme-
morial. Obviously, this is a contradiction
of the Bill because English was an official
language along with two other official
languages. If that wag the intention of
the Government, we would have expect-
ed them to say that Sinhalese shall here-
after continue to occupy the place that
English occupied in the sphere of admin-
istration, education and so on. Why are
they mnot so eclear? They are giving
assurance after assurance. 1 shall deal
with the assurances at a later stage.

Another difficulty is that English was
never a national language. It was an
official language; but Sinhalese is a
national language. So is Tamil. The
difficulty becomes rather worse on
account of these distinguishing features.
Merely to say that Sinhalese is going to
substitute lnglish carries us no further
because Sinhalese is the language of 70
or 80 per cent. of the people of this
country, and except for the members of
the Burgher community who are small
in number and who speak English, the
others do not speak English as their lan-
cuage. So that, the position is entirely
different. I personally feel that we
should not be lulled into a false sense
of security by this statement that Sinha-
lese is to replace Emnglish because it is
not so stated in the Bill.

The hon. Teader of the House referred
to the medium of instruction and said
there is absolutely no intention of this
Government to make any changes in the
medium of instruction. But the pro-
blem is not so simple as that. What is
going to be the medium of examinations,
examinations in respect of the future
Civil Service, Clerical Service and other
Government employment? That ques-
tion has not been answered. Now we
are asked to take the assurances of the
Prime Minister and other Ministers and
give our assent to this Bill. When that
question was pointedly rveferred to—I
believe I am in order in reading the
statement of the Hon. Minister of Edueca-
tion, because this is a subject that be-
longs to him—this is what he said:

““ That is a detail that will have to be worked

out. I have already said, if my hon. Friend did
not understand me. that T shali place before the

ay R : e
Ve told the people who wéeitigatheiedlahapidiouniaiore Minister the results of all the
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investigations we have made. I even pointed to
the example of a question paper that was being
answered in three langnages and was being
marked and listed for purposes of results without
showing any differences. Therefore, the answer
to the question of the hon. Member for Vavuniya
is that whatever results we have achieved will
be placed before the Hon. Prime Minister so that
he will be 1n a position to say how exactly
future  public  examinations should be
conducted. ''—[OrFicIAL,.  REPORT, REPRESENTA-
TIvES, 8th June, 1956; Vol. 24, e¢. 1047.]

He says, ° We will look into the
matter.”” As far ag we are concerned,
it ig a vital matter because in 1945—1
believe, on 11th September, 1945—
there was a regulation framed by the
Education Department and the then
Minister of Education setting out what
the medium of instruction should be. At
present some children are being educated
in Tamil, some in Sinhalese and some in
Emnglish. Those are the three languages
recognized as the media of instruction.
The Government say, as far as the me-
dium of examinations is concerned, they
shall consider the matter, they shall go
into the details—and they call that an
agsurance. 1 wish to know the real
effect of the words, 1 shall consider
the matter, I shall give my anxious con-
sideration to the matter.”” Ag far as the
medium of instruction is concerned, all
the assurances the Government have
given us ig that they will work out the
details, they will study everything and
do what is right in their opinion.

The hon. Leader said that the medium
of instruction has mno connection with
the official language. 'That is exactly
the point at which I differ vitally from
the Government. The official language
cannot be dissociated from the medium
of instruction, from the medium of
education, from the medium of adminis-
tration, from the medium of local
authorities, ete. It 18 too vital a matter.
As I said, the Bill just covers one
aspect of the matter and the rest arve
unwritten assurances given in various
shapes and iorms, some on the floor of
this House, some at the Other Place,
some at public meetings. As far as we
are concerned the medium of examina-
tions is so vital. The Leader of the
House might say, =° We are not inter-
fering with instruction, ' but it is not
so simple as all that. Suppose all the
papers connected with examinations
were to be in Sinhalese, certainly you

are placing an i1'1.0_»1_1]}eﬁg%%i.edclﬂ%'\fo@?@ramﬁ

am.org | aavana
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the path of the boy who has not studiyg 1
in Sinhalese as the medium, There(
fore, we cannot be vague about g,
matter. All that I can do is tg quoté
a passage from Shakespeare whic,
indicates what a vital connection existy !
between the official language and ),
medium of examination. This is {y,
quotation :

“ You take my house when you do take fju

prop
That doth sustain my house; you take yy
life 3
\}\"hen]‘yun”rlo take the means wherely |
ive.

When you manipulate your medium of |
education in a particular way, you ae |
certainly placing an obstacle in the path
of a Tamil-speaking boy pursuing hi
studies in his language as the medium.

I have seen statements in the Pres |
where it is envisaged that higher
education in Ceylon after 1961 should be
pursued in the Sinhalese language.
That is to say, a Tamil-speaking boy will
start his education in the Tamil medium,
but as he goes to the VI standard or
Senior Prep. he will be expected
switch on to the Sinhalese medium.
That is what I read in the Press.

SexaTorR NADESAN: The Tamil boy

can go on in the English language.

SENATOR AZEERZ: But he will b2
denying himself opportunities ot employ-
ment, -f_l‘p[)f)l‘tl.ll'liti@s like what Senator
Nadesan had. Unlike Senator Nadesal,
my profession is such that I have to deal
with the growing generation. _I say
that they will be very much handicapped
unless the Government decided that the
medium of examination wil be
arranged as not to unduly handicap the
Tamil-speaking boys.

1 ~ i g oo .'lt'
SeExaToR NADHESAN: Governmiél
will give them land.

SExaTor AZEEZ: There 18 Pothmg '
whatever said about the medium g
instruction. The statement of the '1-9[3'
Minister of Education is not oné “-'_1;1'];
we can accept. He said the (J.O\tll)].a’l'
ment had an open mind, thﬂt«thethv
not come to a conclusion. i[he}'T 1;13'
not given an assurance that the gd 5
speaking boy will not be ha.ndlcapfp i
even not unduly handicapped. + O‘fwe
am not prepared to accept that Vi

o
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I was trying to find out for myself why
the particular year 1960 was Selected' and
not any other year. Someone said it
was because an election has to take place
in 1961 unless something unfortunate
befalls the Government before that. I
was not too happy about that reason and
T vead for myself the statement made by
the Hon. Prime Minister. He has
oiven us a reason why 1960 was
celected. This is what the Hon. Prime
Minister, in introducing this Bill, said :

* What is the time required to make the
change-over—I am talking apart from the
langudge of the minorities—to change over from
English‘ what 1is the period ? The Hon.
Minister of Justice, in consulting the Supreme
Court Judges, was informed by them—of course
provided that ecertamn things were done, inter-
preters were provided, and so on—that they
could make the change in four years, and we
took the Supreme Court as the body where it
would be most difficult to effect a change.
Therefore we fixed a date that exceeds four
vears; that is to say 3lst December, 1963, "—
[OrFioian. REPORT, REPRESENTATIVES  6th June,
1956; Vol. 24, c. 839.]

SENATOR NADESAN: The whole of

- that is wrong.

Sexator AZEEZ: Some questions

' were put on the floor of this House by

the former Minister of Justice (Senator
E. B. Wikramanayake) and some answer
was given. But it was stated that in
the public interest the correspondence
could not be tabled.

SENATOR NADESAN: Tn the interest
of the Prime Minister.

SENATOR AZWEZ: T do not know
what exactly were the reasons that made
him take that step, but it was clear from
the statement of the hon. Leader that,
Provided certain interpreters were avail-
able, provided certain things were done,
It would be possible.

SexaTorR NADESAN : Possible to have
the record

SENATOR AZEEZ: But what about
8 pleaders? I refer to those who
Plead before the Supreme Court. It is
ety strange in fact, as far as the
SUpreme Court i concerned, that the
g cla] Languages Committee has made
{_'lﬁlih%atement, which it is appropriate
_;l"s 'S stage to quote. The statement,
'5& Matter of fact,

[3 JULY 1956]
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690 of the House of Representatives
Hansarp of 19th October, 1955. It
reads as follows:

" The Select Committee of the State Council
visualised this when it stated, : We have to
proceed with the greatest caution. The history

of other countries which have gone through
the phase that is now upon us swhen the
national languages supplanted by a foreign

tongue were struggling to gain ascendancy, tells
us that the courts have been the last citadel of
the foreign language.

In other words, it is accepted on all
hands—even the Constitution of India
has accepted it—that the most difficult
place where the new language could be
introduced is the Supreme Court.

The hon. Leader talked about records,
about pleaders pleading in their own
language and getting it interpreted by
somebody for the benefit of the judge
where the judge did not know the
language of the pleaders, but he did not
make any reference to the translation of
the various legislative enactments. I
say that because I envisage that after
1961, if there is a pleader who knows
only Sinhalese and no other language, in
terms of this Bill, of the spirit of this
Bill, by virtue of the mandate that has
been given this Government, he should
not be compelled to get hold of a
translator to read a set of legislative
enactments

SENATOR NADESAN: 1t will solve the
unemployment probeim.

SENATOR AZEEZ: Well, 1 ecan
envisage an ironic situation where a
lawyer who is very proficient in the
Sinhalese language, as proficient as the
Muslim Minister in the present Govern-
ment, but who, unlike the Muslim
Minister, does not know the English
language pleads in the Supreme Court.
What is he expected to do ? That is
a matter that has not been dealt with.
What I say is, in respect of the most:
difficult sphere of administration, the
most difficult place where you can have
Sinhalese, you have fixed on 1960 for
the switch-over. Therefore, by impli-
cation, in every other aspect of adminis-
tration this switch-over could be possible
much earlier, but it has been accepted
everywhere—in the Indian Constitution.
mn the Select Commitfee Report—and
history has proved it, that the place
where it is most difficult to introduce a

18 quoted @jcolummolatiewdanguage is the Appeal Court or the
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Supreme Court. If T remember right,
in Egypt, where they had Arabic in all
the various courfs, they could not avoid
French or English in their highest
tribunal.

So, in*that state of affairs, if you have
fixed 1960 as the time for the switch-
over in respect of the Supreme Court,
then I take it that in the other spheres
of administration you could switch over
much earlier. That is why we are very
much concerned and perturbed because
the position is that 1960 is the last date;
1t is not the first date. So that, some
of the members of the Muslimn com-
munity must be prepared, as soon as this
Bill is passed, to posses a knowledge of
Sinhalese which they cannof acquire in
that style, in that manner and in that
quick time.

Now, I would like to ask the hon.
Leader one simple question—I am not a
lawyer—a commonsense question. You
say that the courts will have to keep
their records in Sinhalese by 1st
January, 1961, but you are allowing the
pleaders to plead in their own language.
Is it easy for them to do that?
Are you mnot creating difficulties?
Supposing you made it 1971?
If your 24-hours mandate ecan be
1960, cannot that mandate be 1970?
Either you have it in 24 hours or you
have it in reasonable time. We were
under the impression that the intention
at one time was fo switeh over to Sinha-
lese within 24 hours. Later, an expla-
nation was given that within 24 hours
the Goverzment; pledged itself to have a
target date. I accept it. But if you
can have 1960 as the target date, why
eannot you have 1970 as the target date,
particudarly when it is pointed out to
Government the various hardships that
are caused to a set of people who are not
Sinhalese-speaking ?

SExaror THE Hox. M. W. H. bE
SILVA: The Hon. Prime Minister

stated that the date would be extended
if necessary.

SENATOR AZEEZ: When the date is
sufficiently extended, I will be the first
to speak, squally at length, in accep-
tance. Till the date is extended, I
cannot accept it.

[SENATR]
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I will also read the particu]
where the Hon. Prime Minj
about the date.

SENATOR NADESAN -
Minister’s assurance.

SENATOR AZEEZ: Here ig e
assurance and the particular Passace t&
which, I believe, the hon. quldlb
referred, i

Y Dassaps
ster SPoke

The Pling

" May I say now, at this stage, th
intention, as far as is possiible, to make th
change wherever possible, but if in {he cm:rai
of our proceedings in implementation we find ;
sufficient ground and data that the chap o

at it 18 il

e
just cannot reasonably be made during thatceti[;;:r
we will not hesitate to come beforebthe Hﬂm;.
and the country for passing the necessary amen, |
ment to the Bill with the facts befors ys "
[OFFICTAL REPORT, REPRESENTATIVES, Gth Jype
1956; Vol. 24. c. 840.] '

I ask in all earnestness, have T nf
shown the hon. T.eader our difficultes?

So, why does he not. consenf fo alf
amendment now ? The Hon, Prime
Minister says, *‘ if it just cannot reason-
ably be made.”
reasoning ?  According to the Govem-
ment’s reasoning.

take to any language in such quick timel§
But that is not so; it simply cannot bef
done. Within four and a half years they
cannot acquire proficiency in a new lan
guage. Our proctors, our advocates Who
have been practising for such a long
time cannot adapt themselves so quickly!
to the change-over. They may have @
plead with interpreters, understand vitl
the help of interpreters and read recotds
also with the help of interpreters. I o
not know of any country in the world—
either in the past or the present, and *
am sure not even in the future—with 2
kind of arrangement where the ]Udge_
must have an interpreter, the IaWief
himself must have an interpreter, &
where the books are in a language whic
is not the official language.

These are difficulties to unde g
which there is no necessity to wait 07 !
certain measure of time; these aL8 Tith
culties which stare us in the face. V\}o
a little imagination, with a little oo /
sense, they can be envisaged right 2o
The Government say that the Bill cal_lw
amended ‘later when the Ghang:?-%ﬂ
“‘just cannot reasonably be made ned)
as far as the difficulties are concﬁ?-mi;m_‘
they are as clear as daylight. It lsuire
gﬂggible to expect a person to act

According to whos|

Do they think thatf
our Muslim boys are so linguistically}
made and created specially that they can

pstand | :

1
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oficiency in @ new language in such
11in tim!"ﬂ- Of course, if it is the kind
aick

of ‘proficiency that 1s expected  of a
calesman or & h.a.w:key, it can certainly be
ﬁcquiredS but 1t 1t.1s the sta.n_dard ex-
'pected of a professional man, it simply
cannot be done. ‘

Now, reference was made to a cl_rcular
that was sent by the hon. Leader in res-
oct of the law students. The} hon.
{pader was perfectly l.oglcal, -a.nc.l i fact
1 must congratulate him on having sent
that cireular, because I found Jghe Bill
mfolded in that circular.  The implica-
tion is very clear that Muslim law stu-
dents who will acquire a certain know-

Jedge—

ggvator THE Hon. M. W. H. bpE

SILVA: Not a circular.

- Spyator AZEEZ: 1 am sorry, it was
a letter.

Sevator NADESAN: He had no

richt to send that letter.

- SexaToR AZEEZ: Anyway, he has
given his interpretation of the Bill—

Sexaror Tee Hon. M. W. H. bE
SILVA: Anybody has a right to suggest.

SENATOR NADESAN: T do not think
0. The Minister in charge of the Bill
is the Prime Minister.

SinaToR Tae Hox. M. W. H. »pE
SILVA: This was long before the Bill.

SeNaToR NADESAN: That makes it
woise.

SexaTorR AZEEZ: Senator Nadesan
4%, as usual, interrupted me to say that
the hon. Tieader had no right to send a
treular, or letter, or whatever it is, to
the Incorporated Law Society. I am not
“ucemed with that aspect of the matter.

. Ee PRESTDENT: I do not think it
i f;Incprporated Law Society. 1t is
& Council of Legal Education.

ezzlf"‘ETOR AZEEZ: The Council of
Eidgnt bduca,tlon. I thank you, Mr. Pre-
With ’thut I am not concerned, as T said,
that; 4, ‘at aspect. What 1 say is

llcat'ls letter to the Council of Legal
g it—lliog' whet-her_lt 1s legal or illegal
ten ma hn()t been illegal, it would have

e \;rlf‘ bettel: = thig letter or circu-
of the k}_dteva- b 1s, gives us an idea
d of implementation of this

[3 JULY 1956]
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Bill envisaged by the hon. Leader,
and I say that he is perfectly logical.
I thank him for his elucidation, because
if this Bill is passed, the Muslim boy
who does not possess any knowledge of
Sinhalese has to acquire a cerfain
knowledge of the Sinhalese lan-
guage within a very short space of

‘time; and with the kind of rigorous

examination that this body hold—you
know, Mr. President, that all these
professional bodies hold very strict
examinations — they do not pass all the
candidates, as is done at the Training
College under the new arrangement.
Unlike the present Government which
i1s very generous and pass all the candi-
dates, the Council of ILegal Education
do not pass all candidates; so that, the
boys who are mnon-Sinhalese-speaking
will find it very difficult to become pro-
ficient in Sinhalese in such a hurry.

SENATOR NADESAN: The Director of
Eduecation holds the S. S. C.  So, they
will pass.

SENATOR AZEEZ: If the assurance is
given that all the candidates who take
up the S.S.C. from Zahira College will
have the same luck as the trainees at—
| Interruption. |

Tar PRESIDENT: I would wish the

hon. Senator not to listen to the
interruptions but go on with his
speech.

SExaTOR AZEKEZ: 1 thank you for
your advice and I shall follow it.

All that I say is, we are gratetul to
the hon. Leader for giving us an indica-
tion of how this Bill is likely to be im-
plemented; so that, the kind of require-

ment that is contained in this
letter is more valuable to us
than the many assurances given
in other places and by other per-

sons. All that 1 say is, the net result of
this Bill interpreted in this way would
be to make political illiterates of a gene-
ration of our community. 1 use that
phrase in all seriousness. We are going
for a generation to be political illiter-
ates in our own country, and with that
kind of implication I cannot naturally
support this Bill.  Of course, if you
want one to be a sycophant of the Prime
Minister, if you want one to tell him
the things he wishes to hear rather than
the things he should hear, one can Say.
“Do it”’; but T cannot do that. T am very
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sorry 1 cannot do that. I have to place

before the Prime Minister and the hon.

Leader our difficulties and give them cor-

rect information.

I would like to add that  there are
several Muslims who have come to me
after seeing thig Bill and sought my ad-
vice whether they should not emigrate
to Pakistan or to Malaya or to Indonesia,
particularly those who have many child-
ren. They are perturbed. Of course,
[ know some hotheaded members of the
M. E. P. would say, ‘‘That is exactly the
kind of result we want from this Bill"’,
but I know that the sober elements of
that party do not desire that fvpe of
result.

Let us take the example of the Malay
Union, which is an association that
accepted the Sinhalese language as the
only official language without any con-
dition regarding due recognition of fun-
damental rights, All they wanted was 15
vears’ time, but they are now protesting
that they cannot cope with the provisions
of this Bill.

Many references have been made to
these assurances. 1 first refer to the
assurance given by the Hon. Minister of
Education in regard to the medium of
examinations. When he was told what
would happen, he said that he would
look into the matter carefully and that
he would give it hig most anxious con-
sideration. So that, we have to take him
on trust without knowing exactly what
he is going to do.

The Prime Minister has given several
assurances. DBefore 1 try to analyse
what those assurances would or do mean,
let us remind ourselves that the Prime
Minister has his own limitations, not in
point of knowledge or stature or
eminence, but limitations by virtue of
the fact that he is a popular Prime
Minister, a democratic Prime Minister
who has to consult his party, who has
to do things according to mandates given
to him. He cannot isolate himself from
pressure groups within and outside his
party, and we have seen that happening.
We only hope and pray that his in-
fluence grows stronger daily in the party
because we know he is not an extremist
and is fair-minded; but we are always
fearful of the forces of extremism in his
party, because the

[SENATE]
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forged a new weapon, namely “ o]y, |

. %) N7 e g ucOSe |
fasting. With this new Weapon, gy l

1 Y. y i
thing can happen. The Prime Minigte,
2 r

| 1a oy q, AN 14 5 f
in his personal capacity, can give 4 |

assurance but when the Prime Minigte, |
'

in his capacity as the leader of 3 populyy |
party, as the leader of a people’s Govem,i
ment, gives an assurance, he giveg i
with certain limitations. That is g
defect. Iven if he were a dictator, y,
may not find it possible to aceept assy.
ances from him. Now he gives asg.
ances, limited as he is by the conyep.
tions of party mandates and Py
mentary Government; but even if he
were a dictator we would not be able |
accept his assurances because thig i,
what he has said in the Other Place:

“ T think it is not a matter of politil
condemnation of a person that he may haw
changed his views on important points. I beliere
a good many people have done that in the history |
of this world. " [OFrician. REPORT, REPRESENT-
TivEs, 6th June, 1956; Vol. 24, c. 844.]

Ax Hon., SENATOR: Who said t-h;'{n'?L

SENATOR AZEEZ : The Prime Minister
himself.

New facts may emerge on which he
may change, new conditions may arisé;
whereas if these assurances are clothel
in legal phraseology and embodied in 2
Bill, you cannot change them becaust
you will have to go to the House a
face a debate. Therefore my positiod}
is, in any case it is not fair for oull
Prime Minister to expect us, those o
ns who belong to minority communities;
to accept assurances of this nature wheri
they are given in respect of prob .Itm'
and questions which are of such ‘71'?8
consequences to us and when t']?obq
assurances are subject to the Jimitation®,
I have indicated. |

‘ . ancé |
I would like to read another assus
that is contained in his speech:

oV
. on the further asasnl'ﬂ.ncel HTIEMI\:}JEH
them and which T give now, namely, W0
=] s MJHKStEl 1

B ——wm—

this Bill is passed I intend to be the Repoet
charge of this subject. —[OFFICIAL ":}41 o
REPRESENTATIVES, 6th June, 1950; Vol L
841.] ' .
NS

But he can only frame r.egu]itio'it
within the ambit of this i Ellations
says he cannot frame 1e8WEL

after 1st Januavy, 1961. S
ance, the wrong that has
upon us, is that by this swit ff

pon us, is that by ¢ with the 2°

-
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official language. Therefore this assur-
ance has relevance only to the regula-
tions which can be framed withm the
ambit of this Bill and which will cease
to operate on 1st January, 1961.

Then, he gives an.other assurance, i}nt
he will make this change-over ** of
course, wherever >1t is possible x\-'lt.h?ut
causing hardship. Who is to define
v wherever it is possible " .“ e have
already pointed out our ha;s‘dsl'u]_')s_ as the
Bill stands at present. S0, that assu-
iance also does not take us very far.

Here is another passage that is very
relevant:

« Phere are various other points like that
which we have to take up. Instgad-of thinking
of all that now and trying to introduce these
things into the Bill, we felt.t-hat the wiser course
was o address our minds in detail to each and
every one of those problems where they arise.”

Ag far as we are concerned, the prob-
lems have already arisen, have been
studied and explained; but according to
the Hon. Prime Minister, he will take
action whenever and wherever they arise,
the implication being that they have not
arisen already. 1 know it is ditficult.
He coes on to say

1 know four langnages myself: T will be
very happy if I knew more. Buf I would like
to assure my hon., Friends in this House that
those are details on which I do not think they
should try to pin me down . .. —
OFFICIA, REPORT REPRESENTATIVES, Oth June,
1956; Vol. 24 c. 847.]

He gives the assurance of being fair-
minded, of being quite conscious of the
rights of the minorities. He gives
the assurance that he considers the
Muslims also an integral part of the
Ceylonese nation. But when you ask
him what exactly he proposes to do,
how he is going to solve this difficulty,
his answer is, ** Give me time, do mnot
pin me down’’. What we say is, *"Why
do you not give us your solution and ask
for our assent? You know we arve in the
dark; you do not tell us how you mean
to solve it.”

I cannot understand these assurances
because T have never felt that the pre-
sent Prime Minister is not fair-minded, is
ot demoecratic. It is not neessary for
him to say so. But the point is on ques-
tons of this nature, what I may honest-
Iy and truly consider fair, another per-
SO0 may not consider fair. It is some-
thing ‘like what is jokingly  said
< the Honours student and the

Official Language [3 JULY 1956] Bill—Second Reading 466

S. S. C. student thinks that the first
global war was a war between right
and might whereas the Honours stiul-
dent thinks, or should think, that it
was a war between one conception of
right and another conception of right.
The Germans had their conception of
right and the English and her allies had
their conception of right.

T am not denying that the hon. Leader
and the Hon. Prime Minister and other
Ministers are not fair-minded and do
not have our interests and the interests
of the country at heart. But what I
do contest ig that on certain matters and
problems their conceplion of right 1ay
conflict with our conception of right.
Therefore, the necessity may and does
arise to resolve those conflicts. This
one-sided conception of right does not
help us in any way. You are not help-
ing us in any way by saying that you
will endeavour to the best of your ability
to be fair-minded.

Taeg PRESIDENT: Would it be cor-
rect to say that the hon. Senator is unot
against Sinhalese being made the official
language but that his objection is that °
more time should be given before it is
made the official language?

SENATOR AZEEZ: I was, in fact, hop-
ing to deal with that aspeet in my
concluding remarks. That 1@ my main
objection. The other question of ** due
recognition *’ is also there, on which the
Bill is silent. But apart from being
silent on the point, the Bill also imposes.
on us a terrible harvdship.

Unfortunately for our country and the
minorities, this question has been
treated as if it were a conflict between
two races. The prestige, status and
race aspects have been highlighted tor
the deteriment of certain other important
aspects. Having bean in the Adminis-
trative Service, I mysell would like to
view this matter froin another aspect.
1 feel that the implementation of
this Bill is going to result in a break-
down of the administration, and fhat is
a verv vital matter. I understand that
4 team of Government Parliamentary
Party Members are going to India and
it is our earnest hope that they are going
there with the intention, not of educat-
ing India as to how things can be done
quickly and within the shortest possible

e 2O student in  Tisdieasa by The.nant ieade, educate India and particularty
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the Indian Prime Minister, but with the
intention and the idea of educating them-
selves. They should have gone there
betore this Bill was introduced. I trust
they are going after reading that section
of the Indian Constutition which deals
with the problem, which is funda-
mentally a mnegation of the kind of
vractice they have adopted and followed
here. Unfortunately, the Indian people
do not believe in ** simple *’ Bills, they

want complicated Bills, so in their
‘Constitution there are a number
of sections dealing, with the langu-
age question. Sections 843 to 351

«eal with this question; and I hope that
the team that is going to India will
caretully read that section of the Indian
Consitution which deals with the
Supreme Court. If they are going with
open minds we will be very happy, but
‘we do not know whether they are going
with the intention of converting India to
their way of doing things. The hon.
Senator seated by my side is very keen
that I should read that section of the
Indian Constitution which deals with the
Supreme Court, namely, Section 348; so
I shall read it:

© 348 (1) Notwithstanding anything in the fore.
going provisiong of this Part, until Parliament
oy law otherwise provides

proceedings in the Supreme Court

and in every High Court,

(a) all

{b) the authoritative texts——

(1) of all Bills to be introduced or amend-
ments thereto to be moved in either
House of Parliament or in the
House or either House of the
Legislature of a State,
all Acts passed by Parliament or
the Legislature of a State and of
all Ordinances promulgated by the
President or the Governor or Raj-
pramukh of a State and
(iii) of all orders, rules, regulations and
bye-laws issued under this consti-
tution or under any law made by
Parliament or the Legislature of a
State,

shall be in the Hnglish language.
SENATOR PALIPANE: Thereafter?

SENATOR AZEEZ: There is no * there-
after ™. In other words, they have
given unlimited time to .the Indian
‘Government. But I suppose there is a
peculiar logic which is appealing to the
Gavernment Parliamentary Party,
mamely, the smaller the country, the
shorter the time necessary. 1 do not
think that stands to reason.

(i1) of
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Coming back to the point T was g
to deal with, namely, the breakdowy ;
the administration, there ig 4 passm
which I should like to quote frop ;Ee
Madras Hindu. Actually, 1t Containg thz

views of the Madras Government sub.

mitted, I think, to the Language (o,
mission. It 1s .a memorandum the
Commission appearing
Hindu of 18th January. T do not want
to read the entire passage; 1 shajl only
read the relevant portions of i,

" In the light of this preliminary explanatig
the provisions of Articles 343 and 844 of the
Constitution regarding the official languages of
the Union may be summarised gs followa?:

(1) English should be the principal officiy)
langnage of the Union up to January 96, 1965,
Hindi should be the subsidiary official langiiage
up to the same date,

(2) Hindi should be the principal  offieia]
language of the Union frém and after January %,
1965."
~And this should interest my hon,
Friend Senator Palipane :

“ If, at any stage, Parliament considers it
necessary it may by law_ provide that English
should confinue to be used, but only as a
subsidiary official language. The changeoyer
on a State-wide bhasis is seen to involve a
considerable amount of preparatory work as well

as a certain amount of dislocation. It I
considered desirable to avoid this, when the

machinery of administration is already strained
in the effort to implement the National Five-
Year Development Plan in this State and such
activities as the National Extension Service and
Community Projects which promote the welfare of
the people more concretely than a change in the
official language.

So, as far as India is concerned, they
have an ambitions economic programme;
and if T understood the manifesto of the
M. E. P. they also have an ambitious
economic programme for Ceylon. But
India is alive to the danger of slowing
down the administration when an effort
has to be made to reovganize the countty
on progressive economic lines. Bub D
Ceylon these are minor details and so ¥
can have Sinhajese only as the State
language by 1960 ! .

What is the implication in the Bi
stating that Sinhalese shall be the om
official language? 1 imagine that %n
documents, all files, will be kep® 4
Sinhalese. TIf all records in the SUPFGE‘; '
Court will have to be kept in Sinhales®
I believe it is the intention of e
Government, it is the implicgtion Ofﬁqu
Bill, that the language in which the ; 1
and official records will be kept Shome
be Sinhalese. I am told thﬂ-f: 80
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469 Official Language
(abinet Ministers are not very fluent jl-.,
ginhalese or that they cannot read
ginhalese so well. I do not know what
s going to happen to them. Of course,
there 18 the  traditional answer
 Have interpreters and translators and
perhaps rea.ders. 0 kn-ow that there
are Permanent Sgcretames who were
recruited n 2 different age, under a
different set of conditions, th are not
ot all proficient in the Sinhalese
language although they have passed the
so-called First and Second Examina-
tions. 1 know that they may be able to
sive orders to peons and talk a few
words in Sinhalese, but many of them
cannot write a Cabinet Paper in the
Qinhalese language. So, what is the
remedy this Government proposes for
these difficulties?

Speaking of interpreters and transla-
tors, have we got a sufficient number of
such persons in this country who are
bilingually proficient?

Sexator NADESAN:
S. S. C.-passed students?

What about

SeEnaToR AZEEZ: Yes, there are so
many of them, and it is a good thing if
they get employment, but they cannot
translate satisfactorily because, in the
first place, official terminology will give
them a good deal of trouble and they
are not bilingual. This is the type of
situation that is going to arise.

Is it necessary for our Prime Minister
to wait till an administrative break-
down oceurs for him to find a solution
to this problem? Are we not fair in
expecting him to envisage the difficul-
ties that are hound to arise and provide
for them straightway?

The Minister of Finance has made
some statements on this subject. I do
ot want to quote them because I want
fo finish my speech by six o’clock.
There js the famous radio speech of his
I reference to public servants in which
he uttered words to this effect: *° We
e not going to do things in a hurry, we
will be very reasonable and considerate
o all. We have no intention to disturb
the  promotion prospects of public
glcers. We are aware of the fact that
/O entered the service under different
srondltlpns.” _-_X.H this is very fair of him,

Iy mice of him, but while on the one

Ad there is this Bill by which you

e to complete the switohioveny Widnainvestigations.

[3 JULY 1956]

Bill—Second Reading 47(h
Sinhalese in the whole administration
by the end of 1960, on the other hand
vou are promising all the public servants
that you will not compel them to learn
sufficient Sinhalese or expect them to
hasten their study of that language, or
even go out, perhaps with a pension, if
they cannot cope with the situation.
Thig 1s utterly contradictory.

I say, Mr. President, they cannot
have it both ways. We behold a
dilemma. Either they have to be fair
to the Public Service and keep them, or
face an administrative breakdown. And
if the assurances of the Finance Minister
mean anything at all, the administration
is going to break down. In this conneec-
tion, it is interesting to ccnsider what
an eminent Sinhalese scholar like Mr.
Julius de Lanerolle has said. He him-
self has been an administrator and he
has put it so well that I desire to quote
from an article he wrote to the Times
of Ceylon of 6th June, 1956: '

“ When I asked Mr. Bandaranaike about this
matter, he told me that he fixed the time-limit
in order to enable him to review the pdsition
within the life-time of the present Parliament. *’
That itself is not wvery fortunate. If
things go on normally, the Government
is going to be on the eve of a General
Flection at the end of 1960. Those of
us who have followed current history
and polities will realize that these are
not things that can be done on the eve
of a General Flection. You cannot
extend the time-limit for the operation
of this Bill beyond 1960 by bringing up
an amendment at that stage. 1 say,
therefore, that if you are sincere you are
most unwise in fixing this particular
date. '

SexaTorR NADESAN : They can extend
the same promise to the electorate in
1960.

SEpvaToR AZEEZ: In that case, the
people will be disillusioned. The people
will open their eyes and see how the
promises made to them have been
carried out. Sometimes, Mr. President,
justice is done in unexpected ways.

T go on to quote Mr. Lanerolle:

“Tn that case, a provision to that effect
should have been made in the Bill itself, as has
been done in the Indian Constitution., ¥For
otherwise, the ever-pressing hurry, on top of the
numerous complications looming large, will
thoronghly demoralise the services. That is why
I maintain that any time-limits should not be
fixed without making the necassary

A
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471  Official Language Bill—Second EReading [SENATE]

| Senator Azeez |

In these circumstances not only the Tamil
officers, but a very large number of Sinhalese
officers themselves will find it extremely difficult
to satisfy the exacting demands of the
administration in such functions as minufing, ete.

The Tamil officers who were all these years
qualifying for the change both in Tamil and
Sinhalese will find it well-nigh impossible to
switch on fo Sinhalese alone within that time.
Nor will it be an casy task for the depart-
ments concerned to undertake the training of all
these Tamil officers.

If the administrative machine fails one of
these days¥owing to the confusion and chaos
cansed by these sudden conversions, the (Govern-
ment  will have ‘mone but themselves to
blame.

If it is only a question of the Govern-
1ment's difficulty, then we would not be
concerned so much, but unfortunately
the people will suffer more. On the
other hand, the people will not have the
economic relief that has
to them. The Government will be busy
the whole time trying to work the
administration that they will not be able
10 spare any time to give their mind to
the economic programme which they
placed before the country. I wonder
whether it is the idea of the richer sec-
tions of the M. E. P. to slow down that
economic programme in this fashion. I
hope that is not the case.

Let me quote Mr. Lanerolle further :

" On the other hand, if the Government agrees
to make some systematic use of the bilinonal
work already done in the two Language
Departments, some respite can be afforded to the
Tamil officers whose co-operation is absolutely
Neeessary for  the well-being of  the
administration. ™’

I do not want to quote further than
that. Mr. Lanerolle makes it quite clear
that we are heading for chaos in the
administration and, if that happens, he
says, 1t will be entirely due to the fault
of the Government.

Mr. President, we were at one stage
prepared to accept Sinhalese as the only
offieial language, hut we are unable to
support this Bill for the reasons I have
set out.

I am reminded of a story our own
Prime Minister related when he wound
up the debate on the Throne Speech in
1947 as the lieader of the House of
Representatives. He was referring to
the combination of the Indian Members
and the Leftists. History has many
sarprises. But let me go on to the
story. I quote his own words: G

I would just remind my hon. fwriend,
Mr, Speaker, of a very fine but very terrible

tafe in one of the Jate Mr. W. ﬁgi{{ggglb'ﬁph)@@ﬂaﬁam Foundation.

been promised .

Adjournment
47
called * The Monkey's Paw '. TLet hip
and Jearn its mora]. Briefly, the tale j
There was a shrivelled monkey's PaW whit
possessed a most potent charm, Anyone :
grasped 1t firmly in his hand ang Whisnereghu
request would have that request granteq ; ,
also there was such a curse attached {; thgt
charm that the request very often came ;Dt
way that was much more disastrong than thi

reaq 1t
S this.

actual attainment of the prayer. This mopka
paw came into the possession of a h"mﬁrr{n:
Englishman of the lower middle-clagg H
knew, of course, of the legend attacheq 'to i[-e
He was sorely tempted to try 1t. He g

wanted a small thing—a matter of £100 iy
order to purchase some long desired housghely
needs of his wife. He thought, ag the vequest
was smell, the curse would not work. He foo}
the monkey’s paw in his hand in g moment of
courage and he breathed his prayer for hundeg
pounds, and he got it. His only son, a worke
in g factory went the following day to the fac ;
He was canght in the machinery and dieg
horrible and agonizing death. The mangle]

xremains of the son were brought to the house of
“the

couple with the regrets of the manager
of the factory and the assurance of the payment
of £100 as compensation. ' g

We accepted Sinhalese as the oniy
official language and we have got this
Bill.  That poor man wanted £100 an(
2ot 1t through the death of his son. T
we pass this Bill, it will make political
illiterates of a whole generation of us.
That man in the story did not know what
was going to happen to his son but we
do know what is going to happen to us
as a result of this Bill. Tt is therefore
not possible for me to vote for it. I
therefore hope and request that now
that our difficulties have been pointd
out in clear terms, this Government will
strive to make amends quickly. I do
not propose to send a telegram to Prime
Minister Eden or to anyone else because
I am quite confident that if the present
Government does not do justice, the
Sinhalese people who voted this Gover:
ment to power will, when they find that
an injustice has been perpetrated, an
when they are given the opportunity Oq
choosing the next Government grant v
redress, will not delay or deny us justic®

It being 6 p.m., proceedings on .bw:
ness under consideration were il

rupted under the Standing Order. i
resume

Debate adjourned; to be
tomorrow.
ADJOURNMENT

v

Resolved : “* That the House d{} n.On
adjourn ’.—[ Senator The Hon. -

H. de Silva. ]

: f
Adjourned accol'dlﬂglf :

6 p.m., until 2.30 p1 6.
\\Té;pdnesda.y, Ath July, 199
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SENATORS

Third Parliament—First Session

Year of
Retirement
PresipeNT—The Hon. Sir Cyril de Zoysa, Kt., J.P. ... ... 1961
DrpUTY PresipENT—Lady Molamure, C.B.E. .. 1961
K. Adamaly, Esq., O.B.E., J.P., ... ... 1959
T. Amarasuriya, HEsq., O.B.E. .. 1959
A. M. A. Azeez, Esq., M.B.E. ... ... 1959
E. J. Cooray, BEsq., C.M.G., O.B.E. ... 1961
R. A. de Mel, Esq. il Y61
J B M. de Satam, Esg., O.B/E., J.P., UM. ... e 19DT
The Hon. M. W. H. de Silva, Q.C. e 1959
P. M. Jayasena, HEsq. ot 1959
Sir Ukwatte Jayasundera, K.C.M.G., K.B.E,, K¢.,, Q.C, J.P. ... 1957
The Hon. A. P. Jayasuriya s 1961
S. R. Kanaganayagam, Esq. o .. 1957
E. W. Kannangara, Esq., C.B.E. ... ... 19569
Justin Kotelawala, Esq., C.B.E. ... .. 1959
S. Nadesan, Esq., Q.C. ... 19569
P. Nagalingam, Esq. s 1967
B. I. Palipane, Esq. oo 1957
Sir Sangarapillai Pararajasingam, Kt., J.P. .o 1969
Br. M. V. P. Peiris, 0.B.E. s 96T
Sir Senapathige Theobald Philip Rodrigo, Kt., O.B.E., J.P. ves: EIDT
Dr. A. M. Samarasinghe e LGB
Dr. J. E! Senanayake e FIOL:
Hector de Zoysa Siriwardana, Esq., C.B.E. cxv OB
Sir Warusahennedige Abraham Bennett Bastian Soysa, Kt.,
C.B.E., J.P., e 1967
Peri Sundaram, Esq. .. 1057
U. B. Wanninayake, Esq. e 1961
C. Wijesinghe, Esq., O.B.E. ... 1957
E. B. Wikramanayake, Esq., Q.C. ... 1959
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