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ADDRESS AT THE WORLD'S PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS IN CHICAGO
: BATTICALOA, SRI LANKA
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Souvenir

to commemorate

the Centenary Celebrations in . Batticaloa

of

the address by

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA

at
the World Parliament of Religions at Chicago

in September 1893

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS COMMITTEE TO COMMEMORATE
SWAM! VIVEKANANDA'S ADDRESS AT THE WORLD’'S PARLIAMENT OF
RELIGIONS IN CHICAGO (71893 - 1993)

BATTICALOA
SRI LANKA.

15 OCTOBER 1995.
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Members of the Centenary Celebrations Committee,
Batticaloa - Sri Lanka.

23 JLumiy E853.

PATRONS:
Srimat Swami Atmaghananandaji Maharaj
Srimat Swami Jivananandaji Maharaj
Mr. R. Monagurusamy Govt. Agent, Batticaloa.

PRESIDENT:
Mr. C. Nadarajah Registrar, Eastern University, Sri Lanka.

VICE PRESIDENT:
Mr. S. Mamémgarajah Dist. Director, World University Service, Canada.

SECRETARY :
Mr. K. Thedchanamoorthy Snr. Lecturer, Eastern University, Sri Lanka.

ASST. SECRETARY:
Mr. K. Nadarajah community Development Officer.

TREASURER:
Mr. S. Ponnampalam Accountant.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Mrs. S. Chakkarawarthy Asst. Director of Education.

Mr. S. Jeyaram Deputy Director of Planning.

Mr. S. Krishnapillai Vice Principal, Teachers T. C.

Dr. S. Maunaguru Head [ Fine Arts, Eastern University, Sri Lanka.

Mr. A. K Pathmanathan Divisional Secretary, Batticaloa.

Mr. C. Punniyamoorthy Asst. Commissioner, Local Govt. & Municipal Commissioner.
Mr. T. Selvanayagam Retd. Principal.

Mrs. R. Sivapathasuntharam Retd. Principal.

Mrs. R, Thedchanamoorthy Principai, Swami Vipulananda College of Music & Danee:
Mr. S. Theivanayagam Deputy Director of Education.

Mr. R. Thiyagalingam Deputy Post Master General.
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SRI RAMAKRISHNA MATH
16, Ramakrishna Math Road, Mylapore, Madras-600 004.
P. B. No. 635, Phone: 494 1231, 494 1959
Fax: 4934589

September 18, 1995.

MESSAGE

I am glad to learn that the Swami Vivekananda
Chicago Centenary Celebration Committee of Batticaloa,
Sri Lanka, will be bringing out a Souvenir shortly,
I am sure this souvenir will enlighten the citizens
of Sri Lanka about the significance and practical
application of the message of Swami Vivekananda
addressed to the whole of humanity. On this occasion
I wish the souvenir success and pray to Sri Rama-
krishna, Holy Mother and Swamiji to shower their

Choicest blessings on all of us.

Swami Gautamananda
President.
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RAMAKRISHNA YOGODYAN MATH
7, Yogodyan Lane, Kankurgachhi

CALCUTTA - 700 054, INDIA,

Angust 26. 1994,

I am glad to know that the Ramakrishna Mission,
Batticaloa, Sri Lanka, will bring out a Souvenir on the
Centenary Celebrations of Swami Vivekananda’s Addresses
in the World’'s Parliament of Religions.

The message of Sri Ramakrishna - Vivekananda is
the message of universal brotherhood, of tolerance and
acceptance,of service and ‘SADHANA’. Whoever endeavours
to translate their message in his own life and helps others
imbibing the same, is serving the cause of the Lord for
his own benefit and for the benefit of all. First wc have
to inculcate the attitude of brotherhood and tolerance
amongst our fellow men and then try to disseminate the
same through our practices — ‘Be and Make’ . as Swami

Vivekananda put it.

1 pray to Sri Ramakrishna for the success of this
welfare - endeavour of the Ramakrishna Mission, Batticaloa.

Swami Gahanananda
Vice - President,
Ramakrishna Math & Ramakrishna Mission.

1
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ESSAGE

I am happy to know that all of you have founded a
Vivekananda Chicago Centenary’s committee to celebrate it in
Batticaloa in September 1994.

India and Sri Lanka need Swami Vivekananda's purifying,
unifying, and strengthening message of practical Vedanta to overcome
our present challenges. His whole message he sums up in the two
expressions, namely, man-making and nation-buiiding. The more
people in Sri Lanka read Vivekapanda literature the more capable
they will become to face their national problems.

I remember that, in 1947, during my extensive lecture tour
of Sri Lanka, 1 happened to be in the Jaffna college to address
a vast audience who had assembled there to celebrater the 50th
anniversary of Swami Vivekananda’s speech at the Jaffna college.
And after ihe lecture, one of the audience came towards me with
great excitement and said that he had attended also Vivekananda’s
lecture in the same college in 1897,

I convey my best wishes for the succes of the celebration
and the souvenir.

Swami Ranganathananda
Vice - President
Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission.

August 20, 1994
Ramakrishna Math
Hyderabad 500029
INDIA.
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RAMAKRISHNA MISSION
(Ceylon Branch)
40, Ramakrishna Road,
Wellawatta,
COLOMBO - 04.

MESSAGE

The Centenary celebration of Swami Vivekananda's Address
at the World Parliament of Religions has come to an end, with
processions, speeches, competitions for children etc., held at
various places throughout the country, from September 93 to
September 94,

Now, is it all what the Centenary celebration was intended
for?

No, the intention was something more than all these activities.
It was to bring tegether in love and fraternity, people of different
religions, sects and languages, without destroying their jndividuality
in anyway. To put it in the words of SwamiVivekananda himself,
as he declared at the Parliament of Religions, “The Christian s
not to become a Hindu or a Buddhist, nor a Hindu or a Buddhist
to become a Christian. But each must assimilate the spjrit of the
other and yet preserve his individuality and grow according to
his own law of growth.” He was very much against religious
fanaticism and bigotry, which have contributed to harrible violence
and destruction of human civilization, Ending his speech at the
Parliament he said, I fervantly hope that the bell that tolled
this morning in honour of this conventjon may be the death-knell
of all fanaticism, of all persecutions with the sword or wijth the
pen, and of all uncharitable feelings between persons wending
their way to the same goal.

Let us hope and pray that this Centenary celebration would
breathe into this world the spirit of harmony and peace, for
which purpose the great Swami Vivekananda was born.

My hearty congratulations and best wishes to all the members
of the Swami Vjvekananda Centenary Committee of Batticaloa, for
their sincere efforts to make thjs celebration a greal success.
May the Aimighty bless them all!

Swami Atmaghanananda

1y
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Swami Vivekananda - The Eternal Reformer

The story of Swami Vivekananda, prior to
his appearance at the Parliament of Religions
in America in 1893, is a well-known one. His
brilliance as a student both at school and at
college. His extraordinary apostolic tutelage
under Sri Ramakrishna and after his Guru’s
demise, his establishing a monastery in a
dilapidated house in Baranagore, his exploration
of India on foot as the wandering phase of
his and eventually, his illumination on the
lonely rock amidst the rough seas off Kanyakumari
in the southern tip of his great motherland.

When Swami Vivekananda stood on the
platform of the Hall of Columbus in Chicago
on the 11th of September 1893, he was not
unaware of the fact that he was facing 8000
representatives of the cream of the intelligentsia
of the civilized world. He knew that his hour
of destiny had come. The time for delivering
the message of his Master was at hand. It was
a moment of history.

As he rcse from his seat, a divine light
lit his handsome face. As he stood up, he
looked transfigured in the translucent power
that was conferred on him by his Guru. There
was a brilliant sparkle in his eyes. The mighty
audience before him was truly overwhelmed by
the spritual phenomenon thai was unfolding
before their own eyes in which they were
totally involved. They had not witnessed anything
like this anywhere, anytime. They were dumb-
founded. The testimony of the stilling silence
of the soul had descended on them. The media
could only say that it was pindrop.

There were more things to follow. The
profound silence was broken by a deafening
applause when they heard him address them as
-§isters and Brothers of America’ The melifluous
ard majestic tone of his voice in pronouncing
these five simple words reached their ears like

S. Ambalavaner B. Sc. Hons (London)
Retired Principal.

the ringing of celestial bells. Like the opening
bars of a grand symphony of a Mozart or
Beethoven, the tonality, melody and cadence
of his inspired wvoice and the weight of the
grand truth which the words conveyed captured

the imagination of the august assembly, they
were carriea to a region beyond space and
time. The normal restraints of this select

congregation of 8000 men and women with high
attainments of culture and sophistication snapped.
It was a direct encounter of a different kind
with the reality of the oneness of the human
race.

The response was equally famous. A big-bang
of cyclonic applause followed by waves of
cheerings, clappings and demonstrations of sheer
joy which continued for well over several
minutes. The Swami stood with folded arms
watching how the gates of the conseravative

citadel of organized religion were now laid open .

to receive the great message of his Master.

When the upsurge subsided, the
began his address which unlike the prepared
speeches of the earlier speakers, was delivered
Extermpore. It was quite brief but meaningful.
He thanked the parliament for the cordial
welcome and his main theme was the fundamental
postulates of Hinduism which he emphasized
wele, the recognition of the innate divinity of
the human soul, the concept that all religions
were tiue, and the importance of the acceptance
and tolerance of all living faiths and the fact
that from time immemorial the Hindus not
only accepted them but also provided protection
to all faiths who came to their shores as a
result of fanatical tyrranny. In support of his
thesis, he recited the beantiful “‘River Hymn™’
rom the Vedas and the hymn “They all lsad

Swamiji

to Me’’ from the Song of the Lord. This
short speech too received an equally enthusiastic
applause and acclaim from the enraptured
audience.
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it is worthy to note that just a few hours
before this spectacular performance, the Swami
was found in crumpled clothes sitting by the
roadside, thoroughly despondent, having lost
all his papers given to him by Mrs. Hale who
did all that was needed for him to become
a delegate before the inauguration on the same
day and herself accompanied him to the venue.
It is this God-sent help, in the nick of time.
that made the Swamiji to become the brightest
star in the spritual firmament and strangely
too by one of the Hales who were the greatest
promoters of astronomical research in the United
States,

The Parliament of Religions was only a
part of the programme of the Werld Fair and
Exposition held to celebrate the 400th anniversary
ol the discovery of America by Columbus, It
wos headed by the chief prelate of ihe Roman

Catholic Church, Cardinal Gibbous. The Under-

lying purpose was to establish the suprenmacy
of the Christian religions and to gain support
for their evangelistic activities. But Swami
Vivekananda suceeded in turning the tables on
them and at the end of the scientific session,
an organiser was reported to have said as he
came out of the hall, “*That man a heathen!/
and we send missionaries to his peoples, it
would be more fitting, that they sould send
missionaries to us.”’

Powerful thoughts are like high energy quanta
with infinite time lives. They radiate throughout
the universe and trigger gigantic movements to
evolve higher and . higher forms of civilisations.

The U. N. Charter of human rights and
the rights of minorities and the various inter-
national organisations that have sprung up to
uplift the living conditions of the masses on
a global scale originate from the thoughts of

Swami Vivekananda especially the doctrines of
the oneness of mankind and the divine nature
of the soul.

The evils of caste, creed and community
arc fast disappearing. Poverty alleviation on a
national scale is given high priority by all
enlightened governments. Religiors with rigid
dogmas have become flexible and more accomo-
dative. The deadly virus of fanaticism is fast
fading from the face of the ecarth. Swamiji
was aware of the powerful and stirring effect
of the Communist manifesto on the minds of
the poor. But the knew that its structure on
such feeble foundations would one day collapse.
The study of comparative religions as a subject
in all Universities is a direct off-shoot of
Swamiji’s Chicago lectures. It is heartening to
note that the subject is getting into high
school syllabuses as well.

He foresaw the dawnfall of the mighty but
tyrannical empires of his time. None of them
exist today. The freedom fighters of India have
all said in one voice, that but for the spiritual
inspiration of Swami Vivekananda, India and
all other neighbouring countries, wouls not
pave wun their political freedom. To Hindus,
especially the generations of the 21st century
he is the guide and reformer par excellence.
What he has written, said and done are the
most authoritative commentaries on the Hindu
scriptures that would stand the test of time and
perceptions of modern science.

The teaching of this divine genius and
hero have inspired thousands of men and women
throughout the world and have brought solace
and happiness to millions. It is, indeed, a rare
privilege to pay one’s humble homage to his
memory and to lay one’s pranams at his holy
feet.
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A bright pearl of the Orient sea

Brother Swami Vivekananda,
Bright pearl of the Orient sea,
Came here with -his soul all illumined
By Light, Love, and Liberty

He came here with greetings fraternal
From the mystical East to our West;
And From those wise Vedas inspired
He taught us the purest and best.

He brought us a message most gracious
From the long past ages of time;

He came as the Priest and the Prophet,
Enthused with a faith all sublime.

~ Right soon to our hearts he found entrance,
So loveable, so gentle was he,-
And as teacher or friend was so winning,
None could other than love be.

He proclaimed ancient truths with wisdom,
And his eloquence quickly did win

Many earnest and faithful disciples,
Whom he taught of their God-powers within.,

God bless our dear brother Swami,
May his path grow ever more bright;
And when his earthly journey is finished
He be clothed in God's garments of light,

Dr. John C. Wymon,
Brooklyn, New York.
23rd June, 1899,

- 2h
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EXCERPTS FROM
SWAMLJP’> ADDRESSES

«..The question has vyet to be decided
whether peace wijll survive or war, whether
patienice will survive or non-forbearance, whe-
ther goodness will survive or wickedness,
whether muscle will survive or bprain..’

‘Sectarfanism, bigotry, and its horrible
descendant. fanaticism, have fong possesscd
this beautiful earth... But their time /s come;
and | fervently hope that the bell that tolled
this morning in honour of this convention may
be the death-knell of all fanaticism,
persecutions with the sword or with the pen...®

[ O =

The whole world cof religions is only a
travelling, a coming up, of different men and
women, through varfous conditions and circum-
stances, to the same goal. Every religion is
only evolving a God out of the material man,
and the same God fs the inspirer of all of
them. \Why, then, are there so many contdra-
dictions? They are only apparent... The con-
tradictions come fram the same truth adapting
itself to the varying circumstances of different

natures ..’
et O s

‘If there is ever to be a universal religion,
it must be one whaich will have no locatjon
in place or time; which will be infinite [ike
the God it will preach, and whaose sun will
shine upon the feflowers of Krishna and of
Christ, on sajnfs and sinners alike; which
will not he Brahminfc or Buddhistic, Christian
or Mohammedan, butthe sum total of all these,
and still have infinfjte space for development.’

of afl

‘Do ! wish that the Christian would become
Hindu? God forbid. Do | wish thatthe Hindu
or Buddhist would become Chrjstian? God
forbid... The Chrjstian is not to become a
Hindu or a Buddhist, nor a Hindu or a Buddhist
to become a Christizn. But each must assimilate
the spirit of the others and yet preserve his
individuality and grow according to his own
lfaw of growth .’

_.O__.

‘if the Parfiament of Religions has show!
anything to the world it is this: It has proved
to the world that holiness. purity and charjty
are not the exclusive possessions of any
church in the world, and that every system
has produced men and women of the most
exalted character. In the face of this evidence,
if anybody dreams of the exclusive survival
of his own religion and the destruction of

the others, | pity him from the bottom of
my heart, and point out to him that upon
the banner of every religion will soon be

wtitten, [n spite of resistance: “‘Help ant not
Fight’® ‘‘Assimilation and not Destruction,”
““Harmony and Peacz and not Dissension.”

.._.O__.

‘f shall go to the mosque of the Moham-
medan; | shall enter the Chrjstian’s church
and kneel bstore the crucifix; | shall enter
the Buddhist Temple, where | shall take refuge
in Buddha and his law. [| shall go into the
forest and sit down in medjtation with the
Hindu, who /s trying to seze the light which
enlightens the heart of every one,
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Not only shall | do all these, but I shall
keep my heart open for all that may come
in the future, Is God's book finished? Or
/s jt still a continuous revelation going on?
It is a marvellous book—these spiritual revel-
ations of the world. The Bible, the Vedas,
the Koran, and all other sacred books are
but so many pages, and an infinite number
of pages remain yet to be unfolded. | would
feave it open for all of them. \Ve stand in
the present, but open ourselves to the infinite
future. We take in all that has been in the
past, enjoy the light of the present, and open
every window of the heart for all that will
come Jn the future. Salutation to all the
prophets of the past, to all the great ones

of the present, and fto all that are to come

in the future!’

We want to [lead mankind te the place
where there is neither the Vedas, nor the
Bible, nor the Koran; yet this has to be done
by harmonising the Vedas, the Bible, and
the Koran,

Mankind ought to be taught that religions
are but the varied expressions of THE RELIGION,
which is QOneness, so that each may chuose
the path that suits him best.

Swami Vivekananda
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Homage to Swami Vivekananda

[ P

P S S

et

‘Love for my country became a thousand-fold’

I have come here to pay my homage and respect to the revered memoS of Swami
Vivekananda, whose birthday is being cclebrated today (Janmary 1923). I have gone
through his works very thoroughly and after having gone through them, the love that I had
for my country became a thousand-fold. I ask you, young men not to go away
empty-handed without imbibing something of the spirit of the place where Swami
Vivekananda lived and died.

MAHATMA GANTHI.

T a? £ T £ ™l ™l D

‘A soul of puissance’

The going forth of Vivekananda, marked by the Master as the heroic soul destined to take
the world between his two hands and change it, was the first visible sign to the world that
India was awake not only to survive but to conquer.

Vivekananda was a soul of puissante, if there was one, a lion among men. We perceive
his influence still working gigantically, we know not well how, we know not where, in
something that is not yet formed, something lionine, grand, intuitive, upheaving that has
entered the soul of India, and we say, ‘Bchold! Vivekananda still lives in the soul of his
motherland, and in the souls of her children’.

SRI AUROBINDO.

ol e ™ an? vl el o)

‘A call of awakening’

Vivekananda has said that there is the power of Brahman in every human being: also that
it is through the poor and the dispossessed that Narayana seeks and awaits our service.
What a grand message | It lights up for man’s consciousness the path to limitless
liberation from the trammels and limitations of his self. This is not an ethical injunction
laying down any specific rule of conduct, no narrow commandment for the regulation of
our behaviour. Opposition to untouchability is inherent in the Message-opposition not on
any ground of politlcal expediency, but because the Message is incompatible with insult
to the humanity of Man, for untouchability is a seif-inflicted insult to every one of us.

And because the Message of Vivekananda is a call of awakening to the totality of our
Manhood, that it has set so many of our youths on diverse paths to freedom through Work
and through Renuneiation and Service.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE.
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‘Raised India spiritually’

Swami Vivekananda is one of those leading personages who contributed greatly to the
awakening of modern India, while most of his contemporarics made their contribution
through political or purely socio-religious work, Swami Vivekananda had the distinction of
raising India spiritually in the eyes of the West. His interpretation of Vedanta to which he
gave expression during his tour of the United States of America brought home to Western
countries the richness of India’s cultural heritage. On this occasion we must pay our humble
tribute to the memory of that great Indian.

RAJENDRA PRASAD.
Cd Cd (ol (o Cnd T

‘He was the first’

It was impossible to imagine Vivekananda in the second place. Wherever he went he was
the firrt. His pre-eminent characteristic-was kingliness. Hz was a born king and nobody ever
came near him either in India or America without paying homage to his majesty. It was in
vain that Vivekananda refused to accept such homage, judging himself severely and
humiliating himself-everybody recognised in him at sight the leader, the anointed of God,
the man marked with the stamp of the power to command. A trave!ler who crossed his path
in the Himalayas without knowing who he was, stopped in amazement, and cried ‘Shiva
‘... Jt was as if his chosen God had imprinted His name upon his forehead.

He was less than forty years of age when he lay stretched upon the pyre., But the flame of
that pyre is still alight today. From his ashes, like those of the Phoenix of old, has sprung
anew the conscience of India-the magic bird-faith in her unity and in the Great Message,
brooded over from Vedic Times by the drawing spirit of his ancient race-the message for
which it must render account to the rest of mankind.

ROMAIN ROLLAND.

C ud ™l D (e e )

‘Reckless in his sacrifice...’

I cannot write about Vivekananda without going into raptures. Few indeed could comprehend
or fathom him-even among those who had the privilege of becoming intimate with him. His
personality was rich, profound and complex and it was this personality - as distinct from his
teachings and writings - which accounts for the wonderful iofluence he has exerted on his
countrymen. Reckless in his sacrifice, unceasing in his activity, boundless in his love,
profound and versatile in his wisdom, exuberant in his emotions, merciless in his attacks but
yet as simple as a child - he was a rare personality in this world of ours ...... ;

SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE.
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‘...the Swami is an honour to humanity...’

I have just been reading some of Vivekananda’'s address in England. The man is simply
a wonder for oratorical power... the Swami is an honour to humanity in any case .. The
paragon of all monistic systems is the Vedanta philosophy of Hindustan, and the paragon
of Vedantist missionaries was the late Swami Vivekananda who visited our land some
vears ago. The method of Yedantism is the mystical method. You do not reason, but after
going through a certain discipline you Ssee, and having seen you can report the truth.

- Vivekananda thus reports truth in his lectures ..

WILLTAM JAMES.

ol ™l e [ ed (™ wed P

‘Younger gemeration.. would learn much from his speeches and writings ..°

1 do not know how many of the younger generation read the speeches and thz writings of
Swami Vivekananda. But T can tell you that many of my generation were very powerfully
influenced by him and 1 think it would do a great deai of good to the present generation
if they also went through Swami Vivekananda’s writings and speeches, and they would
learn much from them.

PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU.

C™n? § ol ™ (™ §™ el £l

May his faith, his courage and his wisdom ever iaspire us ...

Swami Vivekananda saved Hinduism and saved India. But for him we would have lost
our religion aud would not have gained our freedom. We therefore owe everything to
Swami Vivekananda. May his faith, his courage and his wisdom ever inspire us so that
we may keep safe the treasure we have received from him.

C. RAJAGOPALACHARI.
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