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The House met at 2 p.M., MR. SPEAKER
[Tue HonN. Sik ALBERT F. PERIES, K.B.E.]
in the Chair.
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CHAIRMEN'S PANEL

D BNCRDD

(FLr BriisT  oouT &or)

(Mr. Speaker)

In terms of Standing Order No. 136,
I have nominated the following
Members to serve on the Chairmen’s
Panel for the current Session :

Mr. Vernon Jonklaas, Q.C.

Sir Razik Fareed, O.B.E.

Mr. George Rajapaksa.

Mr. S. M. Rasamanickam.

Mr. M. Sivasithamparam.

Mr. T. B. Subasinghe.
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SITTING OF THE HOUSE
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ureer, tardlena oebFFTHLD FL APSH
@J(HLD )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of
Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)
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Question proposed.
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As the Government has just
extended for the fifth time the State
of nExwergency through the Message
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[enm®sf ®w.]
from His Excellency the Governor-
General read by you, I hope, despite
the heavy programme that exists and
the agreements with regard to the
Debates on the Throne Speech and the
Budget, the Government will try to
find time to allow us an opportunity
to debate the re-declaration of the
Emergency. This is necessary
because we were not afforded that
opportunity before Prorogation. I
hope the matter can be dealt with—

aé 8. 8. ¢ B8CD
(Qaerreu &. (G. 9. fovar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We will discuss it at 4 o’clock.

CDDOBY Dean.

(8. Qserier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

We will naturally refer to it, but we
would like to come to a conclusion
on the question of whether this
House approves the continuation of
the Emergency or not. I suggest
that this matter be discussed at 4
o’clock today.

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8C M
(Qserreu @. F. 9 Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We have agreed to discuss it at
4 o’zlock today.

DS 5NN
(Furprusi gyeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

There is a meeting of leaders of
parties in my Chambers at 4 o’clock
today and I think we might discuss
it at that time.
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Question put, and agreed to;
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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GOVERNOR-(GENERAL’S SPEECH :
DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS
[SECOND DAY]
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Order read for resuming Adjourned
Deébateaom. Question—[8th July.]
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“That this House do present the
following Address to His Excellency the
Governor-General in reply to his Speech :

¢ May it please Your Excellency,

We, the Members of the House of
Representatives, thank Your Excellency
for the Speech with which you have been
pleased to open Parliament. We assure
Your Excellency that we shall give our
attention to all matters placed before
us.? "

g e <G @B @Dé» Ca.
ey Bembhd e@sHwibul QubpE.
Question again proposed.

& oo, 2.6
@53 e

(8. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Speaker, before 1 commence
my speech, I should like to bring to
your notice that the Opposition has
discussed with the Government
certain matters regarding procedure.
You will recall that we adopted a
somewhat special procedure in the
matter of reading of the Throne

B ecwddznd BEAc BDgw

Speech on the 8th. It is suggested,
and I understand there is agreement
between the two Whips, that I should
move all the five amendments for-
mally and then speak on all of them.
The Debate will then be open to
every one on the Moticn as weil as
the amendments. I trust that this
meets with you approval.

DS BNGEDD

( FLIT BT &EIT gfsu&am'r)

(Mr. Speaker)

1 think that is a little differant
from the procedure we have followed
in the past, but if the House agrees I

have no objection. Does the House
agree?

o Oz HIE&

(Qaorrar 9msssalrser)

(Hon. Members)

Aye!

fed. . Bww VFHMSNGD D,
(ecr®c®)

(B, eris. Qyi. L W6 LI mapriiss—
QgribGL)

(Mr. F'. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

It will save time.

DS BN S

(FLIT BTWST Syeu &6 )

(Mzr. Speaker)

The amendments will then be

before the House and any hon
Member can speak on them.

wé @5 Bolowy

(Qsorrer oymsssei @Har)

(An hon. Member)

There is an amendment by
the hon. Member for Habaraduwa
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera), who is an
Independent.

sy .

(B Qasearioer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

We are taking only the first five
amendments.
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(Furpruss euiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Immediately after that the hon.
Member for Habaraduwa can move
his amendment. All the amend-
ments can then be discussed at the
same time. Does the House agree ?

aé On'Fok
(Claserrai OBl & U SGr )
(Hon, Members)

Aye!

oWMBDOsY Desn.

(8. Qzerios)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I formally move the first five
amendments on the Order Paper.
May I request you to order that they
be printed in Hansarp ? Otherwise I
will have to read them.

DS BN
(&FLm Brusr 9jaui s )
(Mr. Speaker)

It is not necessary to read them.
Every hon. Member has read these
amendments and we will take them
as read.

Bl e@eid:
S sstiser Dereudon g ;
The amendments are as follows :
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« As an amendment to the ‘Address at
the end add the words:

‘but inasmuch as the Government,
in the past Session :

(a) has failed to ensure that a sufficient
supply of essential articles are
available to the people at rea-
sonable prices: and thereby
lengthened the queues and added
to the hardships of people who
have to stand in them;

(b) has not been able to reduce
unemployment or to relieve the
acute shortage of houses ;

(¢) has not even sustained the rate of
national economic growth of past
years ;

(d) under the guise of achieving na-
tional unity, has taken steps to
implement an agreement between
the United National Party and the
Ilankai Thamil Arasu Xachchi,
which has undermined the posi-
tion of the Official Language and
will lead to the division of
Ceylon ; 2=y

(e) while professing its faith in the
democratic way of life, has
prolonged a needless State of
Emergency for over six months ;
vietimized and taken revenge
against several thousands of its
employees and its political
opponents ; prohibited and obs-
tructed the distribution of
newspapers critical of the
Government ; banned public
meetings and processions for
several months ; sought to enact
laws that would have severely
curbed democratic liberties, and
admittedly manifested dictatorial
tendencies within itself ;
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(f) under the guise of re-organizing
the armed services, has sought to
penalize Buddhist and national-
minded members of these services
and has formed new army units
under the command of well-
known and active members of the
United National Party ;

(9) has, contrary to its pious declara-
tions, appointed to high positions
in the Public Service and in
public corporations persons whose

main qualification for such
appointment is that they are
defeated candidates or loyal

members of constituent political
parties of the Government; and

(h) has failed to implement many of
the promises made during the
General Election of 1965 and in
Your Excellency’s Address to the
first Session of this Parliament ;

and further, inasmuch as Your
Excellency’s Address of 8th July 1966—

in general, discloses that, as a result of
its failure to obtain assistance from
its friends abroad in the measure it
hoped for despite the many political
and economic concessions it has made
to foreign capitalists, and as it is un-
able to honour both the extravagant
and deceitful promises it made to the
people and to justify the false hope it
engendered in its supporters, the
Government has sunk into a state of
political bankruptcy, apathy, disunity
and decline that has in turn, led to
the growth of dangerous dictatorial
tendencies within the Government ;

and, also, inasmuch as the Address,

(i) reveals that, apart from the hope of
attracting foreign investment and
of inducing the private sector to
take part in development, the
Government has no concrete pro-
posals to rectify what they
describe as “the general setting
of stagnation and crisis in the
economy ” ;

(ii) discloses that the Government has

: lost all hope of easing the pro-
blem of unemployment and
reducing the shortage of houses
by its own efforts ;

B ecwldend E8Ae S8ucew

(iii) does not propose any new measures
to bring down the cost of living,
and only re-iterates the Govern-
ment’s past measures which have
dismally failed to do so;

(iv) has significantly failed even to
re-iterate the unfulfilled promise
made in the last Address to grant
political rights to certain cate-
gories of employees in the public
sector ; and

(v) does not disclose any intention by
the Government to abandon the
anti-national, undemocratic and
reactionary policies it pursued
during the last session ;

we wish to express our lack of con-
fidence in Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment.’”
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“ As an amendment to the Address at
the end add the words :

‘But in view of the fact that Your Ex-
cellency’s Address contains no reference
to the alarming and dangerous situation
that has developed in Vietnam, we wish,

(a) to condemn the bombing of Hanoi
and Haiphong and other parts of
the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam by U. S. aircraft;

(b) to condemn the persecution of
Buddhists in South Vietnam by
the undemocratic and American-
supported Cao.Ky regime ;

(¢) to demand that the Geneva Agree-

ment of 1954 should be res-
pected and that all armed forces
of the U.S.A. and its allies should
be withdrawn from  South
Vietnam ; and

(d) to express' our desire that the
people of Vietnam should have
the right to determine their
future for themselves.’”
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“As an amendment to the Address at
the end add the words :

‘But inasmuch ‘as Your Excellency’s
Address does not disclose any intention
by the Government to prepare a new
constitution for Sri Lanka which will,
among other matters,

(a) establish a completely indepen-
~ dent. and sovereign Republic in
which all power will be derived
from the people of) St Liankep:

I——al5 gals 15695— (66/7)
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(b) ensure the unitary character of

the State and the indivisibility
of Sri Lanka ;

(¢) be free from undemocratic features
such as the Senate and the
Appointed Members of the
House of Representatives ;

(d) remove all limitations on the
sovereignty of Parliament such
as those contained in Section 29
and other parts of the present
Constitution ;

(e) declare the socialist objectives of
the people of Sri Lanka and
guarantee fundamental demo-
cratic and other rights such as
the freedoms of speech, asso-
ciation, meeting and religious

worship, the right to work, ete:;
and

(f) abolish all features of the present
Constitution inherited from the
Colonial past (e.g., the Public
Service Commission) that impede
administrative efficiency and
rapid national and economic pro-
gress or limit the responsibility
of the Government of the day

for the administration and
executive actions ;

this House has no confidence in Your
Excellency’s Government,’”
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“ As an amendment to the Address at
the end add the words:

‘But inasmuch as Your Excellency’s
Address reveals no intention on the part
of the Government to withdraw the harsh
and arbitrary punishments imposed on
several thousands of employees in the
public sector who stayed away from work
on 8th January 1966 in protest against
the major changes in the official langu-
age policy of the country as a result of
an undisclosed agreement reached bet-
ween the United National Party and the
Ilankai Thamil Arasu Kachchi, this House
has no confidence in Your Excellency’s
Government.’”

Vv

Y goedRWw dwewsy & B
goo 9y HESI:

Gl E5n8

' denEYOSY,

6@ S60 D® SHdn n®E wensy B®mEO
300 oYy dwe AR ¥ cd@hsy mBwn'
390 98 exxmAB® Dwd c&esy durYew eef
DHeDB giloy Ymvaw Do 0w B wgaw
Hotd@ D sy 80D Gozned® CPed B®»
EOHBS sy O 888 i 2E0 9bddsd
B BBRO c@® 8BS DEe Bwds vsY sn G
CDO1eH5Y g5 Bedsy
&888.’"

ns e e Q¢ &

e B ewfbend B8ERe BRoges
“@Qoetise Bpsargun  Qerpslms  Gsres
GauameQuers SEssn VGoMssiucLg :
, aTafigg)in, OmsersBer 2rs  s@LGLmL
o sams e uTHisr6seaib, GueTemin

sudw susong coudlar wmpops Qsriibg,

Qavnensiles e g@, DL LOT & TGO 151G @l G 61T @IT

urLenlwseie  Pmser  FMwislas | Hludlés,
QésmiL g Qamrd &1agHE6W  BLallgdams

a@&@uy. Gueimn SHBL SHEENE HIFTHES

s mpraser G505 GQsreres@Gmi.’ ”

“ As an amendment to the Address at
the end add the words:

‘But in furtherance of the statement in
Your Excellency’s Address that nothing
shall prejudice the position of Sinhala as
the only official language of the country,
we request Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment to take steps during this Session to
provide teachers of Sinhala to all schools
in the Northern and Eastern Provinces
of Ceylon.’”

& e RO

D sY Dew.
(& Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Speaker, in opening the Debate
for the Opposition I should like to
begin by expressing my sympathy to
all hon. Members of the House and
my apologies to all our distinguished
visitors who had to endure the
tedium and agony of listening to this
year’s Throne Speech.

o od. @d. SwRiAD (SEn OB
WO FOHDDBDANCTD SE%ERBD
Jodw MOw) 8¢ w¥BeTw wdE
o®u¥m oCmd®)
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Qavaflelleusrs  _oyanind & Gib

LI 7T (@Y LG & arrn‘?m;g:ﬂ@mp.b)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Prime Minister and Minister of De-
fence and External Affairs)

That is an insult to the Governor-
(xeneral.,
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(8. Qaerioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The tedium and agony is no
reflection on His Excellency who
delivered the Speech with great
aplomb considering the very difficult
task that was entrusted to him. The
tedium and the agony must be laid at
the door of the Government.

The general feeling of the House
about the Speech was also aptly
expressed on July 8th when, without
much ado, we readily agreed to waive
past precedents and spare you, Mr.
Speaker, and ourselves the harrowing
experience of listening to this Speech
all over again.

One would imagine, when listening
to the Throne Speech, that nothing of
any great importance had taken place
during the past Session. But when
we look back we can all see that
many important events did take place
during the First Session of this
Parliament; many new problems
engaged the attention of the House
and the country. There were many
matters, both in international affairs
and in domestic affairs, which aroused
deep concern and which were sub-
jects of debates in this House and out-
side. But there is no reference to any
of those matters in the Throne Speech
put into the mouth of His Excellency
the Governor-General.

I do not want to deal with inter-
national affairs, Sir, at this point.
We all know that very dangerous
situation that has been created in
Vietnam as a result of the escalation
by the United States of its aggression
against that country. It has caused
great anxiety, alarm and opposition
in Ceylon. It led to the Hon. Prime
Minister sending a so-called fact-
finding mission to discover what was
going on in South Vietnam. I do not
know what they discovered. All I

4 08 15695 (66)7)
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know is that, even after this
mission returned, there is not a word
about Vietnam in the Speech from
the Throne. One would have thought
that this was an important enough
question to have merited a reference
by the Government.

During the last Session a very
important question arose regarding
the Constitution of Ceylon. For the
first time the demand was raised, on
behalf of the entire Opposition, not
for a revision of the present Consti-
tution, but for the drafting of an
entirely new Constitution. This was
the subject matter, not only of
inconclusive debates in this House,
but also of discussions between the
Government and the Opposition.
Once again, there is no reference to
this matter in the Speech. Even the
earlier reference to the appointment
of a Select Commnittee to revise the
present Constitution has been dis-
creetly discarded by the Government
in this year’s Speech from the Throne,

Then we had the important events
of 8th January 1966—events whose
consequences are still being felt in
the six-month old State of Emer-
gency. We have had a State of
Emergency for six months. It still
continues. However, there is no refer-
ence to these matters in the Speech
of the Governor-General. Did they
never happen ? Have they slipped
the Government’s mind ? Or does
the Government find it inconvenient
to speak about these questions ?

0, 28, 8D, c@0D (20N, dB
Sxs &y e G O3)

(Gaerres orth. er&. (Ap&LbLdg—0l T A6,
Qsrifpoem, off L_GnLplIL] yeLDaF &I )

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed, Minister
of Labour, Employment and Housing)

We did not want to embarrass you
by referring to them.
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(8. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

We are not embarrassed. We are
more than ready to speak on these
matters. It is my Hon. Friend
opposite who should be embarrassed.
There is a well-known but slightly
ribald saying among the Sinhalese
people about a man who was so
embarrassed that he lifted up his
cloth to hide his face.

oG 0. 8. 62D
(Qserres erib. eré, apsLdLLSI)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

We wanted to save you from that
situation.

S5 .

(B®. Qaerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

My Hon. Friend is already in that
situation. They are now trying to
hide their faces with whatever
tatters they can still salvage from
past Throne Speeches. And, of course,
they have only revealed their more
fundamental embarrassment.

The Government has repeatedly
told about an attempted coup d’etat
on or about the 17th February 1966.
The Commander of the Army has
been detained and is held in prison.
These are not small matters. These
are not inconsequential questions.
But if you read the Speech of His
Excellency you will form the im-
pression that none of these things
have happened, that it is all a fig-
ment of somebody’s imagination.

The Government compensated the
American oil companies and settled
—or so they say—that problem. They
were very generous. They gave the
foreign oil companies almost twice
the value of their nationalized
assets. They signed an agreement
with the U. S. Government pbout
American investments in this coun-
try in which the Government gave
American capitalists the right to ex-
ploit this country without restriction
and even underwrote that exploita-
tion. But they do not even think this
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worth mentioning in the Throne
Speech. What is the reason for this
curious reticence on the part of my
hon. Friends ? Is it only embarrass-
ment ? Are they unaware of elemen-
tary facts? In such a background
of events, why have they produced
such a miserable Speech ?

By common consent, this is the
longest Throne speech on record. I do
not object to long speeches if they
are interesting; and I do not even
mind dull speeches if they are short.
But this year’s Throne Speech is the
longest and dullest up to now.—
[Interruption]. I may be long but I
shall not be dull. What can I do if the
Government goes on making its
Throne Speeches longer and duller ?
It is the longest and dullest on record.

8. oTd@gm Ow. (B SICD
& OB eI edn)

(8. Y.
YdwFEFfer LTTTEhwerps sriusha)

Y9G T oG F—e_oreenrri &

(Mr. R. Premadasa—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Loecal
Government)

Every year he uses superlatives.

oG od. @, ¥wdERH
(Qserrey Ceg. i sguwoui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Whatever is short is sweet.

eV 5Y Dcn.

(Bap. Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Even if it could not be sweet, it
could be short. You could have said
what you had to say in a few lines.
Especially when you have nothing to
say, you should be brief. You can
say, “We will carry on in the old
way for another year and please help
us.

a& @ 8. D Bonan (e @ @)

(Qsorrey wp. 19. evered) pruss—ipom
QYLD &FIT )

(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—Minis-
ter of Finance)

You would have helped us ?
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@By .

( ,@@ Qe e )
(Mr. Keuneman)

We would not have helped you but
we would have appreciated your
brevity.

All this could have been overlooked
if this Speech contained any serious
substance or any proposals to ease
the difficulties that are being expe-
rienced by the common people of this
country or if the Government sought
to redress in any small way the in-
numerable injustices from which the
people of this country still suffer. But
even that small mercy has not been
granted to us. We have had to en-
dure a needlessly prolonged apology
by the Government for its failures
in the last Session and an equally
needlessly prolonged exhibition of
its incapacity to make any concrete
or new proposal to deal with the
very serious and fundamental ques-
tions that are now before the people
of Ceylon.

Even the monopolist press, which
supports this Government, could not
find very much to play up in this
Speech. I do not know what the
position is now after the speech of the
Hon. Prime Minister at Hyde Park.
He reminded the press that it was
the U.N.P. that saved the press and
not the press that saved the U.N.P.
But, whatever their press relations
may be, what is it that even their
press told the people ?

There are actually two new propo-
sals in the Address. One is the Press
Council ; I do not think the press had
made up its mind on that question,
so they discreetly dropped it. They
have been reduced to play up the
promise to give us television. I have
no doubt that the people of this
country will be jubilant at the touch-
ing concern that the Government has
shown for their welfare by promising
them a television station. Of course,
this promise may raise a few doubts
in some people’s minds—in suspicious
people like me. They might wonder
now a Government that cannot even
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regularly supply them with Bembay
onions or red onions is now going to
supply them with a television station,
but I am sure nobody will take notice
of such doubting Thomases! You
can imagine how the problems of the
people are going to be alleviated by
television.

Take the poor housewife. After
standing for hours in various queues
trying to buy a Manipuri saree at
Rs. 17 or to buy fish at controlled
prices, she can come home and for-
get all her troubles by turning on the
switch and seeing the smiling face
of the Hon. Minister of State explain-
ing why he prefers the wild animals
of Wilpattu to the Members of the
Federal Party! Or take the worker.
After waiting for hours in a queue—
I am sorry; there are no queues;
they were abolished when the United
National Party came to power—after
waiting in the jathika peliya to catch
a bus, he comes home and forgets
everything by seeing the Hon. Minis-
ter of Communications telling him
all about sports! I do not grudge
them this happiness. But I want to
ask my hon. Friends opposite : after
one year, after one Session of fifteen
months, is this the best that you can
offer ? I am sure that the people
will appreciate this great “ boon ”,
and I am equally sure that they will
express their appreciation to you in
a very fitting manner not so very
long from now.

0& OB HDSow

(Qserrear oymsssaiur ereur)
(An hon. Member)
When the revolution comes.

e sY .

(8. Qaerier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I do not think it will be necessary
to wait till then.

What is the meaning of this Throne
Speech ? T am not concerned at this
moment with the small or detailed
points. I shall deal with some of them
as I go along. But I should like to
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concentrate attention on the real

meaning and substance of the Throne
Speech.

What can this House, what can the
people of this country, discern from
the whole tenor of, the whole outlook
behind, the Throne Speech ? The
Speech, if it is to be summarized, is
an extended confession by the
Government that it has reached a
point of political impasse, that it is
bankrupt of positive proposals for a
major rejuvenation of the economy
which they themselves describe as in
a state of “ stagnation and crisis ”. It
is a confession that their demagogy
of the past Session has now run dry.
It is a confession that the Govern-
ment is uncertain of what to do and
where to turn, and that it has reached
the conclusion that until it solves the
‘dilemmas within itself, until it can
resolve the developing crisis of its
policy, the wisest thing to do would
be to be as unspecific as possible, to
"bend over backwards to avoid the
mistake they made last time of
‘making categorical promises, and to
leave the situation so fluid that all
the various trends within this Gov-
ernment can continue to struggle for
supremacy.

That, Sir, is the sum and substance
of this Speech. That is the real
politics of this Speech.

I think anyone who read this
Speech would have noted the
thoroughly defensive and apologetic
character of the first part of the
Speech.

I do not want to waste a lot of time
going over all the details—I am
looking at the English draft—but of
the eight pages about three pages are
devoted to trying to answer criticisms
which the Government now faces
ifrom some of its own supporters. I
compare this year’s Throne Speech
with the last year’s Throne Speech,
practically paragraph by paragraph.
They follow the same pattern, and,
in the case of each paragraph they try
to say what they have done, or, more
usually, why they could not do what
they said they would do.

Bewldn Os5IF5) BeHIVC®H
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At the time of the last Throne
Speech my Friends opposite were full
of high spirits ; they would not even
let us speak. They are in a different
spirit now. Then they were ready
for the fray; but I notice that the
hang-dog look which started in the
back benches has spread even to
the front benches. I have never seen
a government that ran out of gas so
quickly as this one.

What is the chief thing that the
Government has done ? It is quite
clear that the chief thing the Gov-
ernment has done was to appoint
commissions. There is such a plethora
of commissions appointed that even
all of them have not been mentioned
here.—[Interruption]. @ There =are
commissions and committees investi-
gating various matters which are not
even mentioned.—[Interruption]. I
do not expect that type of “com-
mission” to be mentioned in a
Throne Speech. Well, I do not
grudge the Government these com-
missions. It is a convenient way of
shelving a large number of important
problems. But why do you not now
propose a commission to go into the
question of unemployment, a com-
mission to go into the question of
prices, and then a commission to go
into your present commissions ?
You can then shelve your major
headaches, for the time being.

Apart from these commissions some
of which have finished their work,
some of which are still continuing
their work and some of which, like
the Telephone Tapping Commission,
have proved abortive, apart from all
these commissions, the Government,
I am afraid, has wvery little of
importance or significance to say to
the country.

This Government has been in office
for very nearly 16 months. It is no
longer in the fortunate position it
was at the time of the last Throne
Speech. It had then come to power
after nine years, and therefore it had
the great advantage of being able to
say : “Well, we have just come to
power. Give us time and we will do
the job”. Over the whole of last year,
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they spent most of their time speak-
ing not about what they intend to do
themselves but about the faults, real
and imaginary, of the previous
regime.—[Interruption]. Whether it
is necessary or not it is for you to
decide. But the point is that you
cannot do that any longer. No doubt,
you will try to continue. But even
your own newspapers are now telling
you: “Look here, there’s too much
demagogy ; you cannot always live
on demagogy .

ad 3. 98. d. . S8wewmEC
(g on oS DOg Egac
@OBR)

(Qaerres go. orib. i, . FAwQ& reer—

s6ll, GITFFTT HuSTT IDDEFEFI)

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—
Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)

“ Siyarata ” never said so.

eI Dcdn.

(8. OQaarioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

“Siyarata” is one of the worst
newspapers.

ad 38womEE

(Qserrey FAWGsTVM)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

That may be; but that is a
newspaper.

o3I ¢,

(8. Qaarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

“Siyarata” is full of exactly the
sort of thing I was saying that the
Government was doing last year.

aé S8wemEC

(Qserras FAwLGsTO)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
“oae” D& ecene® 35y med!
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(Em. OQaserioer)
(Mr., Keuneman)

“Aththa” is a very good paper.
Even the Hon. Minister of Education
gives interviews to it. Why not ?

Now, the Government has to face
facts. The Government has to come
before this House and give an
accounting of what it has done and
tell us what it intends to do. But
what type of auditor will accept these
accounts ? My hon. Friends cannot
get away with this any more. You
may make yourselves happy but you
are now being called on to account
for your own work; and what you
have had to say will not acquit you
even though it is a plea in mitigation.

To listen to the U.N.P. talk in this
House and outside during the last
year one would have thought that
they were still in the Opposition and
the S.L.F.P. was the Government.
Things went to such an extent that
even the present Prime Minister in
the course of his speeches often had
slips of the tongue and referred to
the hon. Leader of the Opposition as
Prime Minister !

oG Y Hddowny

(Qaorres omssSseur eamalr)
(An hon. Member)
Where is she ?

S5 Des.

(8. Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

It is not a big thing but it has
happened so often. Their whole out-
look is such that they spent all their
time talking about what had
happened in the past. I do not agree
with all the things that happened in
the past. I have spoken against
some of them. What we are con-
cerned with is what you are doing
now and what you intend to do in
the next Session. These are the
matters that we should like to con-
cern ourselves with.

As I said, I do not propose to go
into the small details of this matter.
We do not hear now all the talk
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about Ministers living in official
houses; we do not hear the talk
about Ministers not needing official
cars. This is the small change of
debate and in any case it is not
possible for my hon. Friends to speak
in this strain any more because, if
the S.L.F.P. made mistakes in that
matter, you have doubled the mis-
takes. I would like to tell the
Government that this Debate is a
day of reckoning that has come for
them and the Government must be
ready to give far more satisfactory
explanations of its work than what
it has done in the Throne Speech.
So let us look a little more closely
at what my hon. Friends opposite
have to say for themselves.

I think we have all done our
“home work ”. At least we have all
taken the trouble to compare this
year’s Throne Speech with last year’s
and to read both together. That is
an indispensable bit of “ home work ”
if you want to judge exactly where
the Government stands. The first
thing I want to draw your attention
to is the number of significant
matters which were referred to in
the Throne Speech of the 9th April,
1965 and which have been dropped
in the present Throne Speech. I
have already referred to one and it
is covered by an amendment sub-
mitted by the Opposition, namely,
the question of a new Constitution.
I do not think that any serious person
can burke the question any longer.
We have already referred to the
matter and subsequent speakers will
be dealing with the matter in
greater detail. Therefore, I shall not
go very deep into the question now ;
but it is clear that a large number
of decisions of the Privy Council in
the course of last year have brought
into question the very nature of our
Constitution. They have shown that
this House is not sovereign; they
have shown that this House is
limited in its powers.

In fact, there is a very good case to
be argued that this House does not
have the power to amend the Consti-
tution to declare this country a re-

Bewldr @s3F PeFDCEw®
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public. So, the whole purpose of the
proposal brought on the last occasion
by my hon. Friends goes by the board.

Certainly, it has been held that this
House has not the power to amend
Article 29 of the Constitution, which
is a built-in and unalterable clause.
These opinions have been expressed
by the Privy Council.

The whole source of power is de-
rived not from the people but from the
British monarch who is also, thanks
to the good graces of the late D. S.
Senanayake, our Queen.

We have been talking for the past
two decades about the political inde-
pendence of our country and the sove-
reignty of our Parliament. Now, to-
day, it has become clear that there are
severe limitations on both and that
they cannot be rectified even by
revisions of the existing Constitution.

Therefore the whole Opposition pro-
posed in the last Session that we
should set about the job of drafting an
entirely new constitution for Ceylon,
and in our amendment today we set
out the salient and main features of
such a new and really independent
constitution.

The Government does not accept
our position ; the Government does
not even accept its own past position.
They just dropped the whole matter
of the Constitution like a hot potato.

When we discussed this matter with
the Government, it was quite obvious
that even on such a vital matter as
the political independence of Ceylon
being strengthened through a new
constitution, there could not be una-
nimity in the ranks of the Govern-
ment.

When I spoke on this matter earlier
and asked for a new constitution, the
Hon. Minister of State (Hon. J. R.
Jayewardene) said, “I am with you.”
I do not know whether he is or not
with me but he said that. I am always
a little worried when he says he is
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with me, But when we wanted to
discuss the matter, the hon. Member
for Jaffna (Mr. Ponnambalam) said
that he would never agree to any
_change in Article 29. We could not
even discuss the question of a unitary
constitution because the Federal
Party objected.

©cemnla 3. 8. 8. ImesHmsT
(»dgd)

(Qré i & erb. . preprsear—mpo
Qi)

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

What constitution have you got in
Russia ?

O sY Desa.

(8. Caerier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The best constitution in the world,
because it is based on socialism.

a& 8. @8, $sDERx
(Qserrey Cop. oyr. spweui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
A federal constitution.

OO 5Y S,
(8. Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Federal constitutions are suitable
for certain countries and not for
others. The socialism of the Soviet
Union will be very welcome in Ceylon,
but it is not necessary for a small
country like Ceylon to have a federal
constitution, and I shall show you
why pretty soon.

I do not think federalism is the
automatic cure for national
oppression. There are countries with
federal constitutions where there is
a great deal of national oppression.
The United States of America is one.
The American negroes are today en-
gaged in a mighty revolt demand-
ing equality and the end of discrimi-
nation against them. America has a
federal constitution but it has not
stopped such racial discrimination.
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But it is the socialist base of countries
like the U. S. S. R. which guarantees
the equality of nationalities. In those
countries the different nationalities
work together ; the minorities have
accepted the need for learning the
language of the majority as well as
their own, in order to unite them all.

oS . @8, £w2Rn
(Oserrey Ceg. QYT eQuIGUi H6T )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Tibet ?

eIV 5Y e,

(5. Qzeriver)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Tibet has also accepted the need
for a unifying language.

aér D57 BN

(Qserres euarallpriiss)
{(The Hon. Wanninayake)

They are made to accept.

eV BY Scm,

(S 5. Qserioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The constitutional question is one
matter that has not been referred to

in the present Throne Speech.

There is another matter. On the
last occasion the Government spoke
about its intention to grant political
rights to certain categories of its
employees. They were quite cate-
gorical about that matter. At least in
that Speech they did not hedge. They
said it quite categorically ; it is per-
fectly clear and I do not think it is
disputed. I do not think it is
necessary to read what they said. If
they want me to read it, they will
have to wait a minute till I locate
the passage, but I do not think it is
necessary to do so as this point is
not disputed.
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What is more, you will recall that
I myself moved a Private Member’s
Motion during the last Session on the
question of political rights for certain
specified categories of public emplo-
yees. Hon. Members of the Govern-
ment moved an amendment which I
accepted. This amendment did not
dispute that these categories of em-
ployees should have political rights.
It only wanted to include in my
Motion the fact that the Government
itself had referred to this matter in
its Throne Speech, and my amended

Motion was passed unanimously by
this House.

Why is it that the Government has
not made a single reference to this
question in this year’s Throne
Speech ? Have you dropped this ques-
tion ? I should like to say, that the
Government’s words and the Govern-
ment’s deeds on this matter are in
complete contradiction. In their
Throne Speech, in their voting on my
Motion, they declared that they are
in favour of political rights for cer-
tain categories of public servants ; yet
this Government has done more to
discriminate against public emple-
yees for exercising elementary politi-
cal rights than any previous
Government in the history of Ceylon.

A whole mass of teachers have been
sacked, interdicted or punitively
transferred. What is the charge
against them ? They are alleged to
have expressed certain political

opinions during the recent general
elections—

&d, e, cel8sd @, (emeefes)
(8. oyi. eron. QuGCrrr—aseref )
(Mr. R. S. Perera—Kelaniya)

Those are their political rights.

eCH' € emdBRm O, (s9me8)
(B .

S p)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—-Panadura)
Not according to them.

Gavewey (& QUIT & QT—LIIT 60T [
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SB35y S,

(8. Qserwar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Yes, not according to them. Accor-
ding to them “ political” rights are
the rights to support one of the cons-
tituent parties of the so-called
National Government. But for some-
one to express a preference for the
Opposition is not a political right.

6CtY € 9DERx .
(8. Qoovel @eraisar)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
That is democracy.

eNOBY e,

(8. Qaserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

After January 8, 1966, thousands of
public employees have been punished
in various ways. What is the reason
for the punishment? It is that on
January 8th they took part in what
the Government calls “a political
strike ”. Now, strikes are not illegal ;
political strikes are also not illegal :
the right to strike is a democratic
right. The right to strike for an econo-
mic or political purpose is a perfecily
legal and democratic right. In fact,
some of the public service unions
whose members stayed away from
work on January 8th have contended
that the regulations against which
they were protesting seriously affec-
ted their conditions of service as pub-
lic employees inasmuch as they
amounted to a major change in the
official language policy of the Govern-
ment. Even if you say that the affair
of 8th January was a political strike,
on what grounds can you justify your
decision to punish public employees
for this ? It is perfectly clear from
what has happened that all that the
Government was concerned with was
protecting the U. N. P’s alliance with
the Federal Party, and its secret
horse-deal with the Federal Party,
against public protest, and with
carrying out a vindictive and unprin-
cipled policy of political revenge
against anybody who dared speak up
in opposition.
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My hon. Friends opposite now raise
their hands in holy horror and say
public servants should not take part
in political strikes—that they should
not protest against any law or regu-
lation passed by this House—[Inter-
ruption.] You do not say that?—
[Interruption]. I am asking the
Junior' Minister. I do not know
whether he is laughing at something

else.—[Interruption].

. PR Ow. (Dax=
BINCAR )

(,Q@ . gyrﬂn';&;eﬂ;é:s:.b—au;@é
Cart_enr)

3 .()Mr. A. Amirthalingam—Vaddukkod-
ai
Can you do these things in Russia ?

eNOsY D¢,

(8. Qsearwer)
: (Mr. Keuneman)

You can do that in Russia. It is not
like the democracy you have nowa-
days in Jaffna. When the Jaffna
Municipal Council has a majority that
the Federal Party does not like, the
Federal Party Minister dissolves it !

I should like to remind this House
that the very same U. N. P. which is
the chief party of the Government
today, was prepared in the past to
endorse political strikes by public
servants when it suited them. You will
recall that in the late Mr. Bandara-
naike’s time a section of the public
servants went on strike in protest
against certain amendments to the
Public Security Ordinance that Mr.
Bandaranaike’s Government intro-
duced and passed through this House.

As a result of going on a one-day
protest strike they were not dis-
missed ; but one day’s pay was
stopped. What did the U. N. P. do
when they came to power—that is,
Mr. Dudley Senanayake’s 33-day
Government of 1960 ? They imme-
diately restored the pay-cut. Did you
not underwrite a political strike, by
doing so—

1966 48 14

118
f B ewddznd ERe Swngw
oG &, ¢d. “wddRm
(Qaorra; Gey. QY. euieT e )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
There was a promise.

e»OsY S,

(8. Qaeriver)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Whether you promised—

G oS8, gad. SR
(Qaorres Cog. gyi. sguwai serr)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Not we. The previous Government
promised.

cDOsY s,

(Ban. Qzsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

It shows that the previous Govern-
ment is better than you. Why do you
not implement their policy ? Imme-
diately you came into power you res-
tored the pay-cut. You were not
bound to keep that promise, let alone

any other promise of the previous
Government.

oG o8, @d. LuDER%

(Qserres Gey. oyr. spweur ser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We are keeping all our promises.

eNBO5Y O,

(8. Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You keep some of your promises
but not all. It depends on whom
you make your promise to. You
were prepared at that time to support
a political strike because it was one
against the S. L. F. P, Government.
But if public servants or employees of
public corporations go on a political
strike in protest against a resulation
of the U. N. P—F. P. Government,
then retribution is rained on thelsr
heads.
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eCH' € 9WIERH .
(‘,@@ Glavensd @WDT@JI'%{EGOT)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

You do not understand. That is
democracy.

SDDHOsY ¢,

{ ,@@ @5eﬁrm637)
(Mr. Keuneman)
I understand their democracy ”

—and I am trying to describe their
“democracy.”

We have moved an amendment ex-
pressing no confidence in the Govern-
ment as it continues with its policy of
witch-hunts and persecution against
public employees. The Government’s
lack of sincerity is seen in its conduct.
Let us assume, for the sake of argu-
ment, that those who stayed away
from work on January 8th have com-
mitted an offence. If that is so, all of
them have committed one and the
same offence—namely that they did
not go to work on January 8th. But
why have so many different kinds of
punishment been meted out to dif-
ferent people for the same offence ? In
the C. T. B. you stopped the work of
about three thousand people ; you did
the same thing in some other corpora-
tions. Temporary employees of the
Postal Department and a number of
other departments were also stopped
from work and told to go home. In cer-
tain cases you fined strikers eight
days pay, and yet in other cases you
fined them eight days pay and also
interdicted them. Does this show your
bona fides ? Are you upholding the
law ? You are carrying on the dirtiest
and the meanest form of political re-
venge. Look at the way you are

giving back jobs to some of them ! In

the C. T. B. the dismissed workers are
told : “If you join the U. N. P. union,
we will take you back ”.

8. 3. cdcewed Owm. (Lmyem oD
$0Red ¥R o)

(8m. . 9. Caadssr—Cs@Aw  wuw
Cemar gyaiwsaher LUT T T @BLDGT D& STl
M8)

(Mr. D. B. Welagedera--Parliqmen’gary
Secretary to the Minister of Nationalized
Services)

That is not correct.

Bewldm 955 VeFDcw
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W™V sY ¢,

(8. Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I know it is correct. Either you do
not know or you do not wish to know
what is happening. It is perfectly
correct. Some people were taken back
even without an inquiry. Why. were
they interdicted in the first place ?
Not only in the C, T. B. but even in
the Administrative Service people
were interdicted owing to tale-bear-
ing, grudges, and for personal and
political revenge. Suddenly some are
taken back, and others kept out.
There is a complete lack of
bona fides in this matter. Its
conduct shows that the Govern-
ment is deliberately following a policy
of revenge and repression against the
public servants quite contrary to what
they said about their desire to give
political rights to certain classes of
public servants. The Hon. Minister
of State says, “We always keep our
promises ”. They have not kept the

promises given to this House in this
matter,

Let us look at one or two other
matters. Take the basic question of
economic development. If you study
the Throne Speech of last year and
this year, you will note a fundamental
theme—namely, the need for rapid
economic development. That is one
of the most vital questions before the
country. I am prepared to agree with
the hon. Members on that side on that
—[Interruption]. I think the most
vital question before the country is to
get rid of this Government in the
interest of rapid economic develop-
ment. The quicker it is done, the
better.

Let me now recall what my hon.
Friends opposite made His Excellency
the Governor-General say on the
question of rapid economic develop-
ment. It is necessary to see how far
the Minister of State is right when he
says, “The Government always keeps
its promises . This is what His Excel-
lency said in the Throne Speech of
last year:

“My Government proposes to accele-
rate the pace of development in both the
Public and the Private sectors. ¥»—[OFFI-
c1AL) RErorT, 9th April 1965; Vol. 60

€8.798-9.]
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It is very laudable. But what ac-
tually happened ? My hon. Friends
were tearing the S. L. F. P. Govern-
ment to shreds by saying that the
rate of economic growth under its dis-
pensation was slow, meagre and nig-
gardly. What is your performance,
Mr. Minister? I have here the
annual report of the Central Bank of
Ceylon for 1965. I do not have to read
anything beyond the first paragraph.
We shall deal with the matter more
extensively when we debate the
Budget. This is what the Central Bank
said about 1965, in all but three
months of which this Government was
in charge of economic affairs.

eoDemNii NOBNDEY
(Qr&Li praprgser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Date of publication ?

eM»OsY e,

(8. Qaseriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Published in 1966, the report is for
1965. I do not know whether my hon.
Friend reads these things. I advsse
him to do so. Even if they do not
help him, they may keep him out of
mischief. This is what the Central
Bank says:

“In 1965 Ceylon’s economic perform-
ance, as measured in terms of Gross
National Product, showed a decline.
Whereas in 1964 the Gross National Pro-
duct at current factor prices increased by
5.8 per cent, in 10S5 the increase was only
40 per cent In real terms, that is at
constant (1959) prices, this means an in-
crease in 1965 of only 2.0 per cent, in
contrast to the increase of 4.4 per cent
in 1964.”

Then comes the really killing
sentence :

“When account is taken of the increase
in population by 2.4 per cent, the Gross
National Product per capita increased
only by 1.7 per cent at current prices;

in real terms it actually fell by 0.4 per
cent.”

ad 3. »d. £k

(Cserras Cog. . spwet Fer)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

It was due to the cyclone. The

report says so further down. The
output of rice fell.
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O 5Y @csn,

(2 xw. Gserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The cyclone did not have all that
effect. It was due to your economic
mismanagement. Was it due to the
cyclone that you did not start a single
new industry in the public sector ?

eeRemnd arnmnY

(Qré_i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

It was the public sector, started by
you, that brought all this about—the
humbugging, bogus public sector !

o5y ¢,

(ﬁ@ Gl eorioer )

(Mr. Keuneman)

The very Government that made
the question of the rate of economic
development the central theme of its
policy, the very Government that
said that it intended to accelerate the
pace of development, could not, even
in its first year, keep up the rate of
economic growth experienced in the
past.

oG 8. 8. @d. 9By (&isYm
o (DS FOR)

(Oserres . (F. i, Govrarsaor—aenss
Qarifle, s pQmife yerws i)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries)

Industrial production increased.

cDOBY Do,

(Em. Qaeriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I am coming to industrial produc-
tion.

My hon. Friends, instead of facing
up to these stark facts, try to concoct
an alibi in this year’s Throne Spesch.
This is what they say :

“During the last year My Go
addressed itself to the tasg of ‘;?:Ic.)?lrgriril:

recovery. ”—[OFFICIAL REPORT, 8th J
1966 ; Vol. 67, c. 34.] g

In the last Speech, it was a ques-
tion of accelerating the rate of
development in the public and private
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sectors. Now it has become a question
of merely addressing its mind to the
task of economic recovery—not
actually bringing about an economic
recovery but addressing its mind to
the question. Obviously you sent
your minds the wrong address, for
the economy did not recover. It is a
most peculiar form of recovery when
the patient gets worse and no better !
This is the main alibi for all their
economic failures. All they were
trying to do was to “recover”. All
they were trying to do was to sot
things straight! You should be
ashamed of yourselves to put such
words in the mouth of such a distin-
guished person as His Excellency the
Governor-General.

The Hon. Minister spoke about
industrial projects——

ad 8. 8. @8, 9RdEA

(Qserrey 2. (F. . Gawaiser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I referred to industrial production.

BBy e,

(Bm. Qeerweir)

(Mr. Keuneman)

but no new projects were
started.

o 8. 8. @8 9Riam
(Qsorrey to. (F. yi. @erreur seaw)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
That is another matter.

DY Des.

(8. Qzerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

It is not another matter. It is a
very important matter. There are so
many credits available to you to
start new industries. What about the
G. D. R. credit ? Why was it no:
used ? The hon. Prime Minister was
hanging around Bonn trying to cadge
a loan from West Germany, but he
had a Rs. 200 million credit from the
G. D. R. and was not prepared to use
it, for political reasons !

Bewldm 935 ©eFDCw
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ad 8. 8. @8, 9RdEA»
(Qaerrey . 1F. gyi. @S eur ger )
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Bad enough getting out of the mess
that you had made.

eDDO5Y ©cm,

(B Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Is it that the Government is so
incapable that they cannot start a
new industry ? If you look at what
happened in the private sector you
will see that most of the so-called
increased industrial activity was in
the formation of beedi-wrapping com-
panies. Now every house whose in-
mates wrap beedies is registering as
a separate company and this is sup-
posed to be very good. There are
some 460-odd new beedi “ firms ” that
have been so registered last year.

It is necessary to say these things.
They are unpalatable to the Govern-
ment but it is necessary that the
House and the country should know
what has actually happened and what
Is going on under the aegis of my
hon. Friends who want to “accele-
rate” the rate of economic growth
and help this poor sick patient, the
economy, to recover.

This is what they said ahout
industry last time:

“The metallurgical group of industries
and the chemical industries will be taken
up urgently for development. This will
include the petro-chemical group of in-
dustries including fertilizer and the salt-
based chemical industries. In this con-
nection, a programme will be prepared for
the fullest utilization of the domestic raw
materials for a related group of chemical
industries. ”—[OFFICIAL REPORT, 9th April
1965 ; Vol. 60, c. 103.]

After 15 months we are told that
‘very shortly’ we are going to have
an oil refinery.

The economic failures of my hon.
Friends have been quite marked.
There are one or two Ministers who

are trying to do something ;: I am not
denyingit,
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ad Ony Bobdesy

(Qzerrey oyms g sour exTHauIT )
(An hon. Member)
Who are they ?

eV 5Y Dem,

( ,@@ Q@ evr Loer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

If I mention them, they do not
even amount to two. Of course, most
of them failed, but some of the others
just do nothing except keep their
seats warm. Instead of accelerating
the pace of economic development,
everybody, including their friends,
the capitalist press, says that the en-
tire Government machinery has
ground to a halt.

Ofed. @l. Daed W Mérncn Ten.
(B erlr. . Lweh LewrL rrpriuss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Economic constipation !

eV sY e,

(8. Qsearwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Economic constipation—that is the
correct word. Nothing can get out of
them ! '

ad @Y Béewny

(Qaerrey oymsgGaur guHauir)
(An hon. Member)
Dynamite is required.

e sY e,

(5. Qaariver)
(Mr. Keuneman)

No, not even dynamite, not even
atomic explosions can stir the innards
of some of those opposite !

The Government has also to tell us
specifically about its achievements
on two questions. As these are im-
portant questions, I should like to
‘deal with them. The first question is
that of unemployment and the
second, the question of the cost of
living. They are both matters to
which we refer in our amendments.
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I think I had better start by re-
minding you what the Government
said last time. I am sorry to keep on
doing so but people are likely to
forget.

“Unemployment has reached massive
proportions while the cost of living 1s
ever rising. My Government intends to
take resolute steps to meet these diffi-
culties and to set the country on the
road to progress. ’—[OrFiciaL ReporT, 9th
April 1965 ; Vol. 60, c 98].

Of course, they did not say whether
the steps would be forward or back-
ward but they at least said that the
steps would be ‘resolute’. Anyway,
let us not discuss the degree of reso-
luteness, let us discuss what actually
happened.

Everybody knows that the ques-
tion of unemployment was, and is,
an extremely important question
especially to the youth. The Central
Bank has estimated that about two
years ago there were nearly half a
million people who were unemploy-
ed or seriously under-employed, of
whom nearly fifty per cent. were
young people under twenty-five
vears of age. I have often quoted
that extract from their report.

Now, Sir, my hon. Friends oppo-
site, during the General Election of
1965, for the purpose of deceiving
young men and women and getting
them to vote for the United National
Party, criticized the previous Govern-
ment for its failure to solve the un-
employment problem. They gave
the impression to the unemployed
youth that no sooner the United
National Party was back in power,
with or without the Federal Party,
jobs would be a plenty. Now after
15 months of office the situation has
got so serious that even the United
National Party -Youth Leagues,
which met in session a few weeks
ago, passed a resolution asking the
Government, “ Where are those jobs?
You had better hurry up and give
us the jobs that you promised ”, so
much so that the Hon. Prime
Minister had to tell the U. N. P.
youth leaguers not to be impatient,
that it is not possible to solve the
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question of unemployment in one
year, that it may take six or seven
years for him to solve this problem,

Well, Sir, I cannot imagine what
the situation is going to be six or
seven years from now. But let us
look at the situation now, after one
year of Government activity.

I do not want to get into a long
discussion about employment and
unemployment. These are subjects
really for the Budget ; but there are
certain facts which must be placed
before the House, facts available in
the Government’s own reports. If it
comes to the question of our expe-
riences, Sir, we can all tell harrow-
ing tales about the question of
unemployment.

I refer you to the one official
publication which gives fairly regular
figures about unemployment, the
Ceylon Labour Gazette published by
the Department of Labour. Month
by month, this gazette tells us how
many unemployed are registered
at the Government exchanges. Of
course we know that there are very
many more unemployed than those
who are registered at the Government
Exchange. But what is it that this
gazette tell us? What was the
number of registered unemployed in
April 1965 when this Government
came into power ? 164,355. What was
the figure of registered unemployed
at labour exchanges in March 1966,
which is the last figure available ?
214,220.

CISROTA I OT N

(8. Crgre)

(Mr. Premadasa)

What was the figure for 1956 ?

eDB®OsT ¢,

(5. Qseriver)

(Mr. Keuneman)

It was less than 164,000.—[Interrup-
tion]. Yes, much less. The Central
Bank itself said that the registered
unemployed figure had gone up 20
per cent. in the last eight months of
1965. These are the gentlemen who
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have promised to solve the unemploy-
ment problem. They could not even
keep unemployment at the level at
which it was when they took office.
Is it any wonder that the young
people now ask the Government,
“Where are the jobs you promised
us ?” Is it any wonder that the
U. N. P. youth leaguers are getting
restive because they have no answer
to give to the other young people who
are not members of the United
National Party youth leagues ?

But I must agree with the Hon.
Minister of State that the Govern-
ment does keep certain of its
promises. It may not have solved
the unemployment problem of all the
misguided boys and girls who worked
for the ‘ Elephant’ in 1965 ; but it did
try to honour its duty to solve the
unemployment problem of some of
those who rode the elephant and
came a cropper, their defeated
candidates, their loyal party men.—
[Interruption]. My good Friend the
hon. Member for Kelaniya mentions
a name. He knows that the United
National Party candidate who unsuec-
cessfully opposed him is now holding
a big post in the Port (Cargo)
Corporation—Mr. Abeygoonesekera.
The C. T. B. has been filled with
ex-military men who have never seen
battle—not against an enemy at any
rate—but are now trying to conduct
a battle against the workers in the
C. T. B. They gave jobs in the
C. T. B. directorate to defeated
candidates and the chairmanship to a
close kinsman of one of its Ministers.
And these are the people who
promised to end nepotism and
corruption in public corporations.

CoDemnlu DY
(Q_mraL_g BT &5T ST )
(Dr. Naganathan)

They are following the Bandara-
naike policy !

OB ca.

(8. Qaerier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

What a president the Federal Party
h gl

s
w2l
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One day there will be a commission
which will bring to light how the
Federal Party has contributed to the
enlargement of the public service and
the promotion of unworthy persons.
That will be a subject worthy of
inquiry.

0cDeBNh NI DHBT
(Qra i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Do not make general statements.
Give one instance.

DS BRGNS

(sUrpriust auraer)

(Mr. Speaker)

There are too many interruptions.

e85 S,

(8. Qsariver)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Sir, that is my problem too.

DS 5N BN
(FUTBTUST Syalli S6T )
(Mr. Speaker)

Is the hon. Member very badly
disturbed ?

e 5%y e,

(8. Gaerer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

No, Sir, not at all. Thank you for
your protection.—[Interruption]. If
you keep them down I do not have
to reply to them. But I cannot resist
the temptation to push the hon.
Member for Nallur back into his seat.

As I was saying, among those who
have been found employment are
the Colonel Dharmapalas, Niyata-
palas, Oscar de Liveras, Lakshman
Rajapaksas, Robert Gunawardenas,
K. M. P. Rajaratnas, Ananda Tissa
de Alwises, Hugh Fernandos, K. Rat-
nayakes, and so on.

Lest it be thought that I am
criticizing the Government on every-
thing, let me say at once that the
Government has fulfilled its promises
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to its defeated candidates. It has
given them big jobs. They at least
have no cause to complain. To that
extent they have solved the problem
of unemployment. They have done
that, but they do not claim it. One
of the few things they did is that,
but they do not claim so.

ad 8. @d. ZweddAm
(Qaorras Geg. QY. eQuiai Heur )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
There is an amendment !

o5y ch,

(Blgp. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

We had to draw attention to this
by way of an amendment. We had
to draw attention to your noble act
by bringing it up in the form of an
amendment.

Sir, you were spared the agony of
having to read this Throne Speech,
but I presume you have read it in
your quiet moments.

DN BNGED DS

(FurprUST 9jeiiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

I read it fully.—[Interruption].

ey ®cn,

(5. Qaeoripair )
(Mr. Keuneman)

You have my entire sympathy in
this matter. 1 am totally on your
side.

One striking feature about this
Throne Speech is that there is no
direct reference to the problem of
unemployment or as to how the
Government intends solving the
problem. In every other Throne
Speech  at least they  tried
to say: we are ftrying to solve
the unemployment problem by
this method or by that method ;
we will take resolute steps to do so ;
the matter is receiving our earnest
consideration. But there is not a word
about it in this Throne Speech. Does
the problem not exist ? Why cannot
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you say something about it ? It looks
as though the Government has given
up all hopes of solving the unemploy-
ment problem. It has shut up shop
as far as unemployment is concerned.
Having solved the problems of their
cdefeated candidates, they feel that
there is no further unemployment
problem in this country. That is the
only meaning we can see in their
failure to mention how they will
tackle unemployment in this Throne
Speech. I hope that the young men
of the U. N. P. who with high hopes
moved a motion calling on the
Government—I do not know whather
they were calling on the Minister of
State; he was not there—on the
Prime Minister and the others who
were there, to do something about
this problem, will note the complete
absence of even a reference to a posi-
tive policy to tackle the question of
unemployment.

The Hon. Prime Minister is now
very active. I understand the Hon.
Minister of State is not so burdened
with official duties as he used to be
—the load is rather lighter I—[In-
terruption]. He has lost some of his
political rights! I am sorry for him,
but I cannot ask that those rights
should be restored to him. The Prime
Minister goes round making speeches
everywhere telling public servants to
take off their coats and get down to
work. He should tell that to some
of his Ministers—probably many of
my hon. Friends from the second
Bench onwards on the other side will
join him in saying so.—[Interrup-
tion]. My Hon. Friend the Prime
Minister may think that inspiring
speeches, personal visits and “ pep

talks” are going to solve the pro-

blem. But the real reason is not the
lack of— -

AL, @8 e’ AL Mbsnwm O,
(B@. orit. oy, 1 wow LI L_IT T [5IT U155 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

- Pep!

Bewldm @535 9eFDEw

132
&8 cwfdznd BEae Sgw

eBIVEY Dca,

(8m. Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

pep ; the real reason is the lack
of policy. The fact is that the Govern-
ment has no policy which can effec-
tively make any serious impression
on the problem of unemployment, let
alone solve it.

On the question of prices, probably
the less the Government says the
better. During the elections they
made big speeches about how they
would reduce the cost of living,
end the scarcity of essential 2oods,
eliminate the queues and bring
down prices. Do hon. Members oppo-
site remember what they proposed ?
Life is there to tell us whether what
they said came true. Even their own
official cost-of-living index—their
most unreliable index—even that
shows that they did not succeed in
bringing down the cost of living. But
I want to say this: the experience
of the mass of people in this country
during the last 15 months, month
after month and week after week,
has been one of shortages and the
impossibility of buying even at black-
market prices one essential article
after another—and sometimes more
than one. At one time we were told
that certain people in Cinnamon
Gardens used to express the senti-
ment, “We wonder whether our
children will ever see apples and
grapes again”. Now in the villages
VEry poor people say “We wonder
when our children will see arthapal
and onions again, and for how long
will they see them ?”

Even in reports in their own
newspapers, what do you see ? One
day there are no razor blades ; the
next day there are no torch batteries.
There is no * Vitaspray ” and other
baby foods or tinned or powdered
milk. Basic foodstuffs are not avail-
able. People queue up for fish. They
cannot get meat at the controlled
price. All these things are true and

known to all. Is this what you
promised ?
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The newspapers publish reports
every day that the people need not
worry because the ships are coming
with fresh supplies. One day the
report is that the ship has left for
Ceylon ; the next week we are told
the ship has passed Suez; a little
later the report is that the ship has
passed Bombay ; then the report is
that the ship is in Colombo harbour ;
two or three days later the report is
that the ship has been unloaded ; then
there is a report that the goods
have been taken to the Pettah. After
that nobody knows what has happen-
ed to the goods. And the same story
starts again: The ships are coming
along; etc.; etc.

Can my hon. Friends deny that this
is the real state of affairs in the
country? Do they deny that some of
the shortages are due to the deliberate
policy decisions of the Goevrnment?

If you look at the Central Bank
Report, you will find that in 1965 the
Government followed a deliberate
policy of cutting down the import of
many essential articles. In 1964 the
import volume index was 125 for
food. The import volume index for
food in 1965 was 78. The Goevrnment
deliberately did not import many
essential food items.

The import volume index for
textiles in 1964 was 92. In 1965 it was
57. In fact they cut nearly Rs. 40
million of the import quotas in
textiles, last year.

What about other consumer goods?
The import volume index for other
consumer goods in 1964 was 39; in
1965 it was 29. In fact, the total
import volume index for all essential
commodities grouped as such by the
Central Bank was deliberately cut
down by my hon. Friends Opposite.

ecDemNwd oM sY
(QurésLr praprset)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Why?

eDPIsT e,
( ﬁ@' Qs erLoer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

It was 101 in 1964 and it was cut
down to 64 in 1965.
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(Qr&_i prsprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

You had stolen all the money.
There was nothing in the till.

SWPO5Y Do,
(8. GQserLoer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

They were borrowing left and right
from the IM.F. May I deal with this

matter, Sir

DI BNGDDS)

(FUTBTWST QU &6T )

(Mr. Speaker)

Please go on with your speech. Do
not take notice of these interrup-
tions.

eV 5T .

(8. Qserwsr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

This is the Throne Speech Debate
and we must take notice of all these
things. I was just going to tell the
Hon. Minister of State how lucky he
was to miss hearing the Member for
Nallur at Kalmunai.

2D BNGDDs

(Furprusr geurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Sometimes these interruptions take
you clean out of the point you

intended to make. Please ignore
them.

DY s,

(8. Qaerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I quite agree with you, Sir.
Interruptions from the other side
are irrelevant and should be
ignored.

DIZNRDDNSs

(FuTpTWST Ofeuir&er)

(Mr. Speaker)

I ask hon. Members to co-operate
with me. If there is a point to be
met a note can be made of it and
the hon. Member can refer to it in

his speech without interrupting the
Member on his feet.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

Tl

135
& PendP&Hee DN :

NP5y Desn.

(8. Gsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

What I am trying to point out is
that the Government followed a
deliberate policy of reducing imports
of essential articles in 1965. Maybe
they had difficulties about foreign
exchange ; but if they did they should
have taken the other necessary steps
to deal with a situation that would
inevitably arise when you pare down
to the bone the imports of essential
commodities. Did they take any of
those steps ? They certainly did not
do so.

The entire textile mess, which is
now admitted by everybody, is a
classic example. The Government
when it cut the import quota of tex-
tiles by Rs. 40 million should have
anticipated that there was going to be
some trouble over distribution. But
my hon. Friends of the Government
just sat there quite happily. They
allowed only this limited quota of
textiles to come in. They allowed
various merchants to corner stocks
and blackmarket them. After the
Sinhalese New Year, when a good
deal of that quota was finished, their
trouble started. It was then that
my hon. Friends woke up.

After having got into a mess the
Government was forced eventually to
take the right decision, and that is,
to have a State monopoly of the
import of textiles. We have been
urging that for a long time. After
getting themselves cheated and
cursed, they found no other way out
except to adopt what they should
have done in the first instance. But
how did they handle it ?

Firstly my hon. Friends seemed to
be unaware of what really happened
in this country. They got terribly
upset over high prices of certain tex-
tiles that were used by a very small
section of the people. " That was the
first thing that upset them. The fact
that the textiles that are used by the
mass of the people were also being
sold at exorbitant prices for ordinary
people did not seem to worry them at
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all. But they got terribly worked up
about the price of Manipuri sarees,
Terylenes, Kanjipurams and various
other articles like that. All these were
the type of textiles which were worn
by a limited class of rich people.
Obviously, there was terrible racke-
teering going on in this range of tex-
tiles and there was cheating of the
worst type. There is no dispute about
that matter. But it was only when
the big people got cheated that the
Government felt the necessity for
action. Then how did they proceed ?
It was a real nadagam. The only
trouble is that the spectators got hurt.

To start with, the Government
issued several warnings to their
friends, the textile importers, telling
them, “Now, look here! Be good
boys. Don’t let the side down. Pro-
fiteer if you like but do not profiteer
too much. Do not cause us embarrass-
ment.” The textile merchants did
not listen to them. After all they put
this Government into power in order
to profiteer as much as possible. They
thought it unreasonable that those
whom they had put into power should
place restrictions on their greed. They
thought all this talk was for the con-
sumption of the public; that it had
nothing to do with them. Unfortu-
nately, the situation got much worse.
Then the Government went to them
and said, “We are going to control
the price of textiles.” At that time
I told my hon. Friends, “Why are
you signalling your punch so far in
advance ? What you were in effect
telling the textile importers was,
“ Look here ! We are forced to control
prices. Find another way of disposing
of stocks in the meantime.” And
that is exactly what a large number
of them did. A few of them, of
course, had such faith in the Govern-
ment that they thought the Govern-
ment would never be forced to do
anything against them. So they got

caught with a few stocks left in the
shops.
The other case of lunacy—

% lunacx” is the only word to use—
was trying to impose a price control
on a limited amount of luxury tex-
tiles without prior stock control. Even
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before they could establish stock con-
trol, they issued a price control order.
The traders shut up shop for six days
in retaliation. The Hon. Minister
gave them six days grace and left the
country. The cup of the *Peerisi
Kuttama ” went leaving the saucer !

ad 95 BDlowy
(Qaerrey 9msssan eHeur)
(An hon. Member)

The flying saucer !

D5y .

(8. Qzearier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Maybe the flying saucer went,
leaving the cup.

Then what happened ? People
started to stand in queues—Iladies
went and stood for days in queues
hoping to buy a Manipuri saree at
Rs. 17 and when they came back even
the sarees they were wearing were
torn ! :

a& Oy Hodewwy

(Qeerrey Yymsssaunr el )
(An hon. Member)
You must have been there!

MDY Sean.

(8. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I saw what happened in the Pettah.
The poor people who had gone there
and lined up expecting something to
happen, were baton-charged and
beaten by your police.

You sent the police to protect the
traders and to hammer the people in
the queues—[Interruption]. You
are laughing. I saw this with my own
eyes. People in queues were defi-
nitely beaten up on more than one
occasion. The newspapers published
photographs of what happened. The
people waited in queues, which were
supposed to have been abolished, for
hours and hours, day after day, some
giving birth to children in the pro-
cess, and were baton-charged by the
police, and more went away empty-
handed.
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If you wanted to tackle this ques-
tion why did you not take an assess-
ment of the stocks and take over the
stocks from the traders—it was not
a great amount ; it was only; a few
million rupees worth of luxury tex-
tiles.  You could have paid the
traders the declared c.i.f. price and a
small profit, taken over, and disposed
of the textiles through your own
channels without all this nonsense.
Some of you were led by your noses
by the newspapers. Some of you
thought of the whole affair as a
political stunt. You lost your friends
in the process. You did not please the
traders. You did not please the con-
sumers. Nor did you please the
police. You did not even allow your
police to buy their requirements of
textiles !

On this side of the House we have
pointed out that, in this period of
racketeering in and shortages of
essential articles, it is necessary to
have a State monopoly of imports of
essential goods, and we have advo-
cated a State trading corporation.
But my Friends opposite have
resisted this and ridiculed the idea.
What happened in the end ? They
have been forced to establish a
State monopoly of the import of
textiles. This has led their capitalist
friends to shout: look here, we did
not put you into power for this pur-
pose ; you promised to help the pri-
vate sector, but now you have gone
and taken over the whole import
trade in textiles.

The Government said that they had
no faith in the C. W. E. They said
that the C. W. E. was corrupt. But
this very same C. W. E. has been
given the task of importing all the
textiles into the country. That is the
correct decision. This is one of the
few decisions of the Government
which I support.

I do not think it is necessary to
speak much longer on this question.
It is perfectly clear that the whole
policy of Government in the matter
of prices, in the matter of seeing
to it that essential articles are
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available to the people at reasonable
prices, has been thoroughly messed
up by the Government.

I know that a large number of
vested interests are attacking the
Minister of Trade and his deputy.
Sometimes I feel sorry for them
because I know the forces that they
are up against. My hon. Friend spoke
about following the Bandaranaike
policy. You are not even prepared
to learn from the mistakes and
experiences of Mrs. Bandaranaike’s
Government. They had the same type
of difficulty and the same type of
malpractices were used against them
when they tried to take over the
dried fish trade. At that time all
you people were backing your
friends, the dry fish merchants, whe
were up to these dirty tricks.—
[Interruption]—all those would be
Napoleons! You have had that ex-
perience, you knew what sort of
people the big importers were. You
knew what sort of crooked things
they did and how they rig the
market to keep up prices ; if you did
not know this you should have been
ashamed of yourselves. Some of your
people were hand in glove with them.
With all that experience why have
you messed up this matter ? It is
because the Government was incapa-
ble of facing up to the problem—
facing up to a real radical solution
of the matter.

Every section of the people has
found that this Government is in the
habit of promising one thing and
doing something else. Look at the case
of the workers. Today, quite a con-
siderable section of the plantation
workers is on strike asking for a
special living allowance of Rs. 17.59
a month. This strike has been going
on for nearly a month or more ; it has
been going on for about thirty-one to
thirty-two days. You will recall that
I brought a Motion in this House in
the last Session recommending that
the special living allowance of
Rs. 17.50 be paid to these workers
because they have a legitimate grie-
vance. Every section of workers in
other trades got this Rs. 1750
S. L. A. from the late Mr. Bandara-
naike in 1959 except the plantation
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workers in spite of enormous profits
made by the Sterling Companies.
When I brought that Motion what did
my hon. Friends opposite do ? They
said “This is not enough”. The
hon. Member for Nallur (Dr. Naga-
nathan) said that the plantation
workers should be given not only the
special living allowance of Rs. 17.50
but also one rupee a day extra. The
hon. Appointed Member (Mr. Anna-
malay) of the Ceylon Workers Con-
gress supported it, the Government
Members supported it, and they
moved an amendment which I sup-
ported.

Now the interesting thing is that
even when a large number of
plantation workers go on strike
for Rs. 17.50 S.L.A. which was
given to certain sections of
workers during the time of the
late Mr. Bandaranaike, the trade
union of the Appointed Member (Mr.
Thondaman) opposed it —[Interrup-
tion]. The Federal Party started by
supporting the strike, and when they
discovered that the Prime Minister
may not come to their conference if
they did, they stepped out of the
strike. I do not know whether they
intend to go back and join the strike
again. The Federal Party conducts
its strike in the same way as
they conducted Satyagraha. They
sit down for a few days and
then go back, and then come back and
sit down for a few more days. They
are welcome to all this kind of antics.
When I moved my Motion not a
single Member of the Government
said a word against the granting
of this allowance of Rs. 17.50, but
what is the Hon. Minister of Labour
doing about the strike? The Hon.
Minister of Labour has nothing else
to do than to fight against his Parlia-
mentary Secretary on the question
as to where Mr. Umagiliya should
be sent.

The Ceylon Estate Employers
Federation is carrying on the most
inhuman policy against the plantation
workers on strike. It is denying them
their rice ration, and there is not even
a word of protest from the hon.
Appointed Member (Mr. Thondaman)
I can understand why he and the
(Government do not support the
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payment of Rs. 17.50 S. L. A. now. The
estate workers will carry on that
fight without the Government’s sup-
port, or Mr. Thondaman’s, but let
The Government at least see that
starvation is not used by the estate
owners as a weapon to smash the
strike. This is gross inhumanity and
we must register our strong and
emphatic protest against it.

I have a few more words to be said
in regard to the Minister of Labour.
Whenever he is in the country, he
shows a remarkable capacity for not
being aware of what is happening in
the field of labour. He gets active
only when things get very bad.

Take the bank strike. The
employees of National and Grindlays
Bank were on strike for over 65 days
because of the utter cussedness of
some type of political throw-back
who has been imported from the
United Kingdom to act as manager,
a Mr. Barrington, who seems to
think that he is still in Rawalpindi
or Johannesburg. These employees
were on strike for 65 days, and it was
only when there was talk of a general
strike in all the banks that the Hon.
Minister suddenly thought that he
should put the question of the trans-
fer of Umagiliya aside and do some
thing about the situation.

He has still not done anything
about the plantation strike on the
demand for Rs. 17.50 S.L.A. 20 million
pounds of tea from Uva alone, from
where tea that fetches the highest
prices of Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 a pound
come, have been lost. But the Hon.
Minister cannot step in and find a
solution to that problem! Rs. 17.50
S.L.A. is a demand which your own
people said was just.

The strike at the Textile Corpora-
tion’s mill at Veyangoda has been
going on for 35 days. But the Minister
is still asleep.

Has any one of the other problems
of the workers been solved? Last
year the Government promised to
take very active steps about the
labour tribunals. This is what they
said :

“My Government proposes to expe-
dite the disposal of all cases referred to

Labour Tribunals”.—[OFFIciaL . REPORT,
9th April 1865 ; Vol. 60, c. 98.}
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What actually happened? Between
November 1965 and 15th April 1966
not a single labour tribunal func-
tioned in the country. Over 10,000
applications of individual workers
could not be dealt with, The problem
was known to the Minister. The
Privy Council had given a decision
in favour of the employers in regard
to the appointment of presidents of
tribunals being illegal and unconsti-
tutional—incidentally, another con-
demnation of our Constitution, show-
ing that our Parliament is not
sovereign. Be that as it may, the
Minister could have taken imme-
diate steps to introduce legislation to
rectify matters, but he went off some-
where. From November 1965 to 15th
April 1966 not a single tribunal
functioned. What is happening now?
He is asleep again. I have never seen
such a Rip van Winkle. Rip van
Winkle at least woke up some-
times. @ The Minister does not
wake up at all. A new case has now
been filed by Messrs. Lewis Browns ;
and if they succeed, all applications
which were filed between November
1965 and 15th April 1966 will be pres-
cribed. Nearly 15,000 workers or
groups of workers will not have even
the benefit of their cases being heard
by labour tribunals because they
would be prescribed. That is how
they honour pledges to the workers.

I spoke earlier about the victimi-
zation of and the witch-hunt against
the public service unions leaders. It
has been a shameful feature of
Government policy over the past
year.

Before 1 leave this Minister I
should like to say a word about
housing. This is another big joke.

GOsIC Bedy®» @wi. (6240ed)
(B awrerel] Sossrgear—Csr G )
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne—Kotte)
What about Joe’s house?

SV EY Do,

(B . Qaerier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The housing problem of Ministers
and, I understand, of the private
secretaries of certain Ministers has
now been solved. There was almost
an.anternal revolution in Lake House


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

143
e YendD&ee DRI :
[em@s ®w.]

and, I understand, also in Govern-
ment circles about a newspaper
photograph about the house that Joe
entered—not Joe built! But be that
as it may, we are not worried if Mr.
Karunaratne has a house. It is not
all a big problem to me, I do not see
why he should not have a house.

O BCEEY 5 @ea.
(8. evi_rerel] Beodsrgear)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
How long will Joe go on?

eDNVBY .

(Bm. Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Joe will go on as long as his master
does!

of S, @8, ed DR MEsNw Do
(B erls. i, Lwew Lewrrprusa)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

What happened to Mahindapala?

eV BY e

(8. Qaarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

A good question.

This is what my hon. Friends said
last year:

“My Government will examine the
proposals made by the Special Committee
on Housing and will take steps to
implement those proposals which are
feasible. ”’—

That is what they said in last
year’s Throne Speech— ‘

—“It will meet the problem of the
acute shortage of housing the country
faces by the use of the Public sector, the
Private sector and the Local Bodies. "—
[OF{I;‘iCIAL REporT, 9th April 1965 ; Vol. 60,
c. 104.]

What did they actually do? You
will recall, Mr. Speaker, I asked a
question from the Hon. Minister
on the 9th of May 1966: I asked
him how many houses and flats

his Ministry had built between
31st March 1965 and 1st April 1966,
and this is his own answer
—you find it in HansArRD—that

the department built 102 houses and
flats. There are thousands and tens
of thousands of people without
homes. People are sleeping in the
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streets and the railway stations;
people are living in pelpath. The
Minister says 102 houses were built
by his own department. He did not
want to speak of only one aspect.
How did the other aspect of his
policy operate? He said he gave
people loans to build houses also.
How many people, I asked. He said
032 people. The total number of
houses for which he was responsible
during this period was 634. This is
all over the country, all over the
Island.

They promised houses, they
promised hand-loom textile centres in
every electorate. Now they have all
stopped, except a few lucky people
who got the opportunity to get in
early. This is their actual record of
performance. Is it any wonder that
they do not like to mention these
things ? That is why I said you must
be careful when you hide your
embarrassment by a certain form
of action. It only shows greater
embarrassment.

Take the question of peasants.
One of the features of the last
Throne Speech—I do not know
whether it is the influence of the
Hon. Minister of Industries or not—
was certain proposals intended to
attract the peasantry. The Govern-
ment promised—and I quote—to:

“prepare schemes to assist “ande”
cultivators to own the lands they culti-
vate.—[OFFICIAL REPORT, 9th April 1965 ;
Vol. 60, c. 102.]

Very laudable. We are all in favour
of it. But nothing happened. Was
one single ande-cultivator given the
land which he cultivated ? Nothing
happened. Now, in this Speech, they
repeat the promise but they modify
it :

“As soon as the backlog of disputes
between “ande” cultivators and owners
of paddy lands have been cleared steps
will be taken to prepare schemes to assist
“ande ” cultivators to own the lands they

cultivate. ”—[OrFICIAL REPORT, 8th July
1966 ; Vol. 67, c. 37.]

Now ande peasants have to wait till
the so-called backlog of disputes is
cleared away before the Government
can even start to think about a
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scheme to make them owners of
the lands they cultivate. I think
it will take a minimum of
eight to ten years—[Interruption]
—maybe twenty-five years, to
settle the backlog of disputes,
unless they go to the Privy
Council as well. But I also ask
my hon. Friends why they are not
taking action with regard to undis-
puted lands. It is not in every place
that there is a dispute about who is
the owner or who is the ande culti-
vator ; in those places why did you
not immediately vest the ownership
in the tenant? You did not do it
because you were bluffing and {rying
to fool the ande peasant. Now you
are caught with your pants down and
you are not able to answer. This is
to fool the people. My goodness ! the
Hon. Leader of the House is going to
be the man who will vest these lands
in the peasants. Some very simple
proposals under Mr. Bandaranaike’s
Government for the reform of the
tenurial system to help the peasantry
could not be proceeded with because
he and some of his friends protested
against them by parading the streets
disguised as goiyas. The Hon. Minis-
ter of Industries knows it. He spoke
about it very eloquently in the past.
I do not know what his present ideas
are. He has not shared them with us.

What about its other big promises
to the peasants ? Last year, they
promised to abolish the Nindagam
system of land tenure. They also
promised to consult the Maha Sangha
on action regarding Viharagam and
Devalagam lands. They have at least
repeated what they said about the
abolition of Nindagam service tenure.
I do not know how many more times
they will repeat this, but at least
they have remembered it; they are
still hoping to get some people to give
up their Nindagam lands. But,
apparently, they have consulted the
Maha Sangha and have decided to
drop the proposals regarding Vihara-
gam and Devalagam lands. They have
made special mention of the fact that
those engaged in service tenure in
Viharagam and Devalagam lands will
not be given ownership of those lands.
In other words, the same - feudal
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relations will continue. They make a
promise and, step by step, they begin
to retreat from it. Very soon
—mark my words |—they will come
back here with further qualifi-
cations about Nindagam lands
when the leader of their women’s
associations, Mrs. Seneviratne, one of
the biggest Nindagam owners in the
country, shows her disapproval
When she gets going on this matter,
I wonder what will be left of this
proposal regarding Nindagam.

I do not want to refer to the
promises made last time to give
Buddhism its rightful place. There
are more competent people than
myself to speak on this question, and
they are waiting to speak on it in
some detail. I only want to make
one or two observations.

I do not know about giving
Buddhism its rightful place, but I
notice that the Government did cer-
tainly give the Ven. Maha Nayaka
Thero of Malwatte an official place of
residence. We are not opposed to it,
but I do not know whether that is
their idea of giving Buddhism its
rightful place. I also know that
another Buddhist priest who came in
a procession to Parliament on 8th
January 1966 was given a place at
the Kanatta cemetery by courtesy of
the Government and as a result of
shooting by the police. They have
taken another well-known Buddhist
priest into custody in connection with
the coup. So, will my hon. Friends
tell us in a little more detail about
giving Buddhism its rightful place ?

T E Bewmdsy» .
(5. ev_rerel Govsarger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Buddhists are being hounded out
from the army.

eIV Dcmn.

(Bm. Qaerier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I will come to that in a moment.
But I agree with the hon. Member
for Kotte that it is today very
dangerous to be a Buddhist in the
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army. You are liable to be sacked
or sent on compulsory leave or even
detained. I did not know it was
subversive to be a Buddhist in the
army, but that apparently is the
rightful place Buddhism has got
under the dispensation of the U. N. P.-
Federal Party Government.

WD BRGNS

(Furprusr QU &G )

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is
suspended for half an hour. On

resumption, the hon. Deputy Speaker
will take the Chair.

deld® I0 gPOCD DmOmEWD gy BEom
cisY, ¢ . 430 © Bewldn wdznem XY
o 8 9w, 836 emmdw, Rumed wmutnuBRYd
susy =xOm O om 2

@aeng sjwitey . u. 4.30 wakaey Qe 1 o5
SUULE BB @obuwmus gy.
(8. &. eran. Gagprictl Qanpun] slaenin STad ey

Sitting accordingly suspended till
4.30 p.M. and then resumed, MR. DEPUTY

SPEAKER [MR. C. S. SHIRLEY COREA], in the
Chair.

2L gUTBMTWST

OB D,

(8. Qaerinsr)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, when we ad-
journed for tea I was referring to the
Government’s performance in the ful-
filment of a promise that it would
give Buddhism its rightful place. I
just wish to conclude by saying that

it will be to the -everlasting
discredit of this Government
that it was the first since

colonial days whose police have shot
and killed a Buddhist priest. On the
8th of January 1966, a number of other
Buddhist priests found their place—
certainly not their rightful place—in
hospitals as a result of bullet wounds
and baton wounds imposed on the
orders of the Government. I think
that contribution to giving a place to
Buddhism is something that will be
long remembered about this Govern-
ment. However, I do not want to take
time on that matter because and there
are other hon. Members who will
speak on those matters.

Bewldm @xI5 e
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I really wish to examine two cen-
tral matters which the Government
claims as major achievements in the
past Session. The first is its claim that
it has upheld what it calls “the
democratic way of life ”. If you look
through the present Throne Speech
you will see that what in effect they
say is: even though we have not
been able to solve many problems or
to keep many promises we have at
least done two things—we have
achieved national unity and we have
upheld the democratic way of life.

o Y BDlowx

(Qsorres gymssgseanr eamear)
(An hon. Member)
Who says ?

SO EY Do

(}@@ Gz e Lnair )

(Mr. Keuneman) :

That is what they say, and I want
to show how utterly false and base-
less these claims are.

If this Government thinks that the
opportunist alliance between two capi-
talist political parties, the U. N. P. and
the Federal Party, is the same thing
as national unity, then they are pro-
bably the only people in this world
who think so and they are also sadly
mistaken. This Government has cer-
tainly brought about a degree of
unity—not a very great degree
but a certain degree—between the
pro-imperialist and capitalist leaders
of different communities in this
country. They stand together in
defence of common vested interests,
in common service to imperialism,
in common fear and opposition
to the progressive movement. That
is the real basis of their unity.
But to call this “national
unity ” is to pervert the simple mean-
ing of words. I want to ask my hon.
Friends opposite : will national unity
cease the moment the Federal Party
leaves the Government ? Is it only
when the Federal Party enters the
Government that national unity is
achieved ?
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National unity is achieved when the
mass of people of all communities live
and work together for their common
advancement. That is the meaning of
national unity. But has this been
achieved ? It certainly has not. Ins-
tead of the masses of the different
communities getting closer together,
one of the results of the Government’s
policy has been that the divisions
within the principal national commu-
nities have grown sharper during the
last 15 months.

Take the question of the majority
community—the Sinhalese people.
Can anybody deny that it is sharply
divided politically ; there are two big
political alignments—for the Govern-
ment and for the Opposition—among
them, and there is no common point of

meeting on most questions? Can
they deny that the regulations
that they introduced to this

House on January 8th 1966 and
passed have mnot cemented the
unity even of the majority com-
munity but deepened the feelings of
opposition as between different sec-
tions of the majority community ?
Before my hon. Friends can start talk-
ing about uniting different communi-
ties let us see what they are doing to
each individual community.

Are even the Tamils united ? There
are two major political parties of the
Tamils in this House, the Tamil Con-
gress and the Federal Party. They are
at each other’s throat even though
they are members of the same Gov-
ernment. Outside the House they are
attacking each other with gusto. There
is hardly a major question affecting
the Tamils on which these two parties
agree. Take the question of the regu-
lations made under the Tamil Lan-
guage (Special Provisions) Act. They
were introduced to this House on the
8th January 1966 and passed. The
Federal Party claim these regulations
as a great achievement of theirs. They
say it is a great boon to the Tamils
and that the Tamils have recovered a
lost right. What does the hon.
Member for Jaffna say ? He goes to
Trincomalee and says—I quote from

1066 & 14
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the “ Sun ” of the 30th June 1966—that
the regulations “ would not do any
good to the Tamils as they could be
repealed by another Government.”
He said: “We must have a round
table conference ”.

The Federal Party is shouting for a
Tamil university but the Tamil
Congress says, “ No Tamil university,
we want a Hindu university. They
are not only splitting hairs but
splitting heads on that question.

ofd. gl e T Mwdrnan .
(B@. et gi. Lwew Liewr rIpriss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Those who have no hair !

eV 5Y .

(8. Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

When the Tamil Congress formed
a bloc with Mr. Durayappah and got a
majority in the Jaffna Municipal
Council we saw the unity among the
Tamil parties—the Federal Party Min-
ister of Local Government imme-
diately dissolved the council! When
you cannot even unite the two Tamil
parties in the Government you are
talking of unity between the Tamils
and the Sinhalese! I do not know
what cock-eyed ideas of national unity
my hon. Friends opposite have.

It is no secret, it is spoken about not
only in our papers but also in their
papers, that the development of dif-
ferences within the Government is
not confined only to the Tamil
parties. They have begun to mani-
fest themselves even in the U.N.P.
Speaking about his relations with
the Hon. Minister of State, the
Hon. Prime Minister told us some-
time ago that never the twain shall
part.

SN E Beadsy» @,
(Bm. ev_rerddl Sevdsrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

As the monkey said, the best of
friends must part.
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(8. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I must say this for the Federal
Party : they did at least succeed in
making the twain part on one occa-
sion. One took the high road and
the other took the low road. One
went to Kalmunai and the other
went to Wilpattu. One went to con-
sort with the federalists and the
other went to consort with wild
animals.

We also could not help noticing
some strange events which took place
| during the recent youth league rally
of the UNUP. One of the most
noticeable features of that rally was
the absence of the Minister of State.
| I know he is not a youth any longer

but neither is the Prime Minister. I
know also that my Friend, the Hon.
Minister of Industries and Fisheries
(Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena) is not
a member of the United National
Party, nor is he a youth, but he was
there and he played a prominent
part. He filled the gap. Somehow
or other the Minister of State was
not there.

A very interesting speech was
made by the Prime Minister which
included some very pithy comments
on undesirable developments in his
own ranks. I shall refer to them in
a moment.

I do not suppose they will take any
advice from me, but may I proffer it
to them: Would it not be better
for them before they talk about
national unity to try and get a little
more unity in their own ranks?
Here is a Government which is
manifesting disunity in its own ranks
but boasting about uniting the nation,
boasting about creating national
unity.

G . @d. £wudBRn
(Cserre; Ca. QY. QUG Fevr)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
What about your own ranks ?

Bewldm 0535 dedDCw
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(B Qaarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

All your efforts to split our unity
have failed. The only person you
could fish up was the hon. Member
for Tissamaharama (Mr. C. F. W.
Edirisuriya).

I want to talk about this matter in
a little more serious way. One of the
biggest problems standing in the way
of national unity has been the
language question. I want to ask
you, Sir, and hon. Members this ques-
tion, and let us answer it honestly.
Are we any nearer solution of the
language question as a result of the
activities of the Government in the
past Session ?

The Government has claimed that
it has solved the problem of the
Tamil language and that there is
agreement among them on the ques-
tion of the status of the Tamil
language. But I ask this question
direct: Is there agreement among
you on the question of the status of
the Sinhala language? National
unity is not a one-sided process; it
is a two-sided process ; the language
question too, is a two-sided process.

The Government talks big and says
that it has now solved the problem
of the Tamil language. “We are all
agreed,” they say, “on the status of
Tamil.” But are you all agreed on
the status of Sinhala ?

My hon. Friends of the Govern-
ment, which includes a Federal Party
Minister, stated their devotion to
Sinhala in the Throne Speech.
This is how they described it :
“. . . nothing shall prejudice the
position of Sinhala as the only offi-
cial language of the country.” Does
the Federal Party accept that posi-
tion ? Are you all united on that
question ?

e e .

(8@ GCruges)
(Mr. Premadasa)

Yes.
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(Mr. Keuneman)

When did the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary join the Federal Party ?

o @¢ges Do,

(Bm. 9Crwgres)

(Mr. Premadasa)

I am a member of the Government.

DY Dcsn.

(Bla. Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The President of the Federal Party
is here. Let him answer for the
Federal Party.

aé s Blewwy

(Qserray yESSSaT La;_a@emf)
(An hon. Member)
They stand by the Throne Speech.

e ®»OsY e

(8. Qaarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

If that is the position, why is the
Federal Party opposing the sending
of Sinhala teachers to schools in the
North and East?—[Interruption]. For
months we have asked that question.
The Minister of Education said he
was presently in favour of it but it is
a matter to be decided by the
Cabinet. This is not something that
is secret. The real, the undisputed
leader of the Federal Party, Mr. S.
J. V. Chelvanayakam has given seve-

ral interviews not only to the
“Suthanthiran” but also to the
“ Thinakaran”, the “ Veerakesari”

and other Tamil papers in which he
has said that he would regard the
sending of teachers to teach Sinhala
in schools in the North and the East
as an infringement of the rights of
the Tamils and it would be resisted
by them. He said that he was only
prepared to consider it if the Sinha-
lese agreed to learn Tamil.

ccPemil sy
(QLr&Liq prSprSer)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Quite right.
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SO BY Desn.

(Bm. Qaarwar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

There you are! Why do you not
speak for the Federal Party, Mr.
Junior Minister ?

o Oges .

(8. 9Crgrs)

(Mr. Premadasa)

The hon. Member wanted to know
whether the Federal Party accepled
the Throne Speech and I said that
they did.

CDTsBY Desn.

(B. Qserier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Do you have a common policy on
the position of Sinhala ? That is the
question I am asking you. How can
you talk about national unity if you
do not have such a common policy ?
You talk of having a common policy
on the rights of Tamils. Have you a
common policy on the rights of the
Sinhalese also ?

The President of the Federal Party,
the hon. Member for Nallur (Dr.
Naganathan) said, “Quite right.”
And your own Minister, the Hon. M.
Tiruchelvam, speaking in the Senate
stated that, speaking as a Minister of
the Government and as a member of
the Federal Party, their policy was
that the Tamils should be educated in
Tamil, that English should be their
second language—mind you, English
should be their second language—
and that they might consider the
question of learning Sinhala—this is
the same phrase used by Mr. Chelva-
nayakam—provided that the Sinha-
lese agreed to learn Tamil—

fd. 8. Vwed DEHdsNG D,
(8. erii. . Lwew LT TTEru&ES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

As a third language.

ecDemNwh NOBNDBY
(OLraLi Braprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

That is true.
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(8. Qaarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Now what about the UN.P.? Do
they say that the Sinhalese should
learn Tamil? Do they agree that
the second language of Tamil child-
ren should be English ? This is the
National Government. Is the dog
wagging the tail or is it a case of the
tail wagging the dog ?

If my hon. Friends of the Federal
Party have honestly and sincerely
accepted Sinhala as the one official
language of Ceylon, we also will
welcome it. But we would like to
hear that assurance from their own
lips. We do not hear it; we
hear something else from their own
lips. So what is the good of my hon.
Friends of the TU.N.P. making
speeches saying that they have con-
verted the Federal Party to the posi-
tion of accepting Sinhala only ?
Whom are they trying to deceive 7 Is
this their national unity ? We have
moved an amendment on the ques-
tion of sending teachers of Sinhala
to schools in the North and East, and
we will watch with interest the way
in which the Government votes.
Maybe that is the only way in which
we can find out what is the real con-
sensus of opinion of the Government
on this matter.

The hon. Members opposite,
particularly those from the United
National Party make all sorts of
claims about how they have con-
verted the Federal Party. They say
that that party has now given up
federalism and so on and so forth,
But the hon. Member for Nallur de-
scribed their alliance rather graphi-
cally in a recent speech as “a cease
fire”. I think my hon. Friends are
fully aware that at the recent Federal
Party convention they reiterated
their demand for a federal constitu-
tion in the presence of the Prime
Minister and with the knowledge of
the Prime Minister who was present.
It may be he was not there when
they passed the resolution. What is
your reply ? No one will reply.

Bewldm @535 PeFACW
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eeDEHmMDGE BNABNDHBY

(QLr&sL i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

For the record, may I say that the
Prime Minister was not there.

e sY D,

(Blm. GQaerier)

(Mr., Keuneman)

If the Prime Minister was not
there, perhaps in the course of this
Debate he will tell us whether he
stands for a federal constitution. He
must have been aware of what was
passed in that convention. He spoke
at the public meeting and he made
no reference whatever to this very
important resolution. I do not blame
the Federal Party for demanding
federalism. I do not agree with them,
but that is their policy. I want to
know where the National Govern-
ment stands on this matter.

I should like to remind the hon.
Members of the U. N. P, who are
now so happy about the alliance with
the Federal Party, who think they
have converted the Federal Party
because they are in agreement with
them on the position of the Tamil
language, of some of the words which
were spoken in this House by a per-
son whose remarks they would not
lightly reject; I refer to the Hon.
Dudley Senanayake, Prime Minister
of Ceylon. I am quoting from the
Hansarp of May 3, 1961, column 4797.

I hope my hon. Friends will forgive
me for quoting this because this is
not a bad summary of a point of
view on what national unity is and
what the Federal Party is really after.
The Hon. Dudley Senanayake, then
Leader of the Opposition, was taking
part in a Debate on the Adjournment
Motion regarding the Satyagraha
movement started by the Federal
Party at that time. He referred to
some remarks made by the hon.
Member for Uduppiddi. This is what
he said :

“I say that the Federal Party has
often, while stressing the language ques-
tion, hidden the ultimate and real objects
of their struggle.”
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This is what the present Prime
Minister, Mr. Dudley Senanayake,
the “Janaranjana Nayaka” said :

“Let us realize that. What is the
Federal Party really after? I put that
question to the hon. Member for Udup-
piddi because I have come to know him
only after the elections to this Parlia-
ment, and I must confess that I have the
greatest admiration for him. I should
like to make it clear to the hon. Member
that the Federal Party was started long
before language became an issue in the
country. ”

1 should like to read again what
the leader of the U. N. P., the leader
of the Government, said :

“I should like to make it clear to the
hon. Member that the Federal Party was
started long before language became an
issue in the country.”

Then he continued to say :

“The Federal Party is using any discon-
tent that is caused among the Tamil
people over the language issue, for an
entirely different purpose. The Federal
Party was started, long before language
became an issue, for the purpose of
achieving a number of avowed objects
which have been stated more than once,
the first of these being, of course, the
bringing into being a Federal State in
Ceylon and they have not defined that
objective clearly. They prefer to keep
it in a nebulous state.”

My Hon. Friend, the present Prime
Minister seems to have been better
aware of things in 1961 than at
present. I am sorry he did not repeat
these sentiments.

e g D,
(B GCrgrs)
(Mr. Premadasa)

In March 1965 you sought their
help to form a government.

gl Y. D, cuedsH
@r51d)
(e@rpG erer. erw. QUCTrr—uw g urg

(csScsny

Cari_er )
(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

Not on the basis of a mnational
government.

1966 %8 14
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(8. 9CTwgrs)
(Mr. Premadasa)

On what basis ?

BT dn DSENGDN
(e sFurprusr gyeurser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Order, please!

oDV 5Y Desn.

( ,@@ Qs e Lot )
(Mr. Keuneman)

The Hon. Dudley Senanayake
continues :

“ Federalism demands different states.
It is true that it is not a division in the
sense of two separate states—we are
prepared to grant that—but, surely,
federalism implies different constituent
states? And if we are to follow the
pronouncement of the Federal Party,
these two states are not only to be the
Northern and Eastern Provinces, on the
one hand, and the rest of the country, on
the other, but one state is to be the
Northern and Eastern Provinces plus
parts of Uva and various other areas of
the Central Province where the Tamil-
speaking people are in a majority, the
rest comprising the other state. Surely
that was the main objective for which
the Federal Party was formed long before
language ever became an issue. ’

Mr. Dudley Senanayake continues
from there :

“ What are their objectives even now ?
This language question, they have always
stated, is a step towards the achievement
of their objectives.”

There is nothing abouf national
unity. This is what the U. N. P’s
leader says:

“This language question, they have
always stated, is a step towards the
achievement of their objectives. Two or
three years before the satyagraha move-
ment they stated their objectives in
specific, explicit terms: firstly, a federal
constitution ; secondly, the language
question—parity of status throughout the
country for the two languages; thirdly,
citizenship rights for all of Indian origin
in Ceylon; fourthly, the stoppage of
future colonization of the Northern and
Eastern Provinces by Sinhalese. Those
are the demands for which the Federal
Party stands.”
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Then he goes on to say :

“I do not take the view that the
Federal Party does not represent the bulk
of the Tamils. ”

Then he returns to the subject. At
column 4799 he says:

“I do not think any political party, not
thinking along communal lines but think-
ing along national lines, thinking of
ultimate national unity itself, could agree
to the demands of the Federal Party.”

This is said by none other than
Hon. Dudley Senanayake. I will
read it again :

“I do not think any political party, not
thinking along communal lines but think-
ing along national lines, thinking of
ultimate national unity itself, could agree
to the demands of the Federal Party. ”

He goes on to re-emphasize it.

“—It is impossible. The Federal Party
are out to achieve these objectives. They
tried various ways, and now they have
started the satyagraha movement. ”

After the satyagraha failed they
have started infiltration.

“—They tried various ways, and now
they have started the satyagrama move-
ment. I do not know what else they will
start to achieve these objectives. Surely,
any party cannot be blamed for resisting
those objectives ?— ”

Not assisting,
resisting.

“—At no time did my party ever think
that those objectives in toto could be
conceded. ”

He does not say how much he will
concede, but in toto.

“—do not confuse this question, this
satyagraha movement, with the language
question, which is only a minor part of
the objectives for which the satyagraha
movement has been launched. They are
fighting for something much more, some-
thing we cannot concede. That we must
be definite about.”

mark you, but

Now I come to the last paragraph
at column 4800. He says :

“Over and over again we have given
ample reasons why it is impossible to

agree to the four demands of the Federal
Party >

This is what Hon. Dudley Sena-
nayake said.

. “—I have taken colonization as an
instance. Really one must start with
colonization first, because you will find

Bewldm @s35 e
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that the solution of the language question
has also to fit into it. If the people in the
other provinces are to have the right to
land which is unoccupied in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces, then you cannot
have a particular language indefinitely as
the language of administration of that
area. The constitution of that population
can change over the years. You may
have in the future as many Sinhalese-
speaking people as there are Tamil-
speaking people in that very area. You
cannot, for eternity, stratify the regions
that are going to speak a particular
language.—”

Is that the policy of the U. N. P. ?
We know that the Federal Party is
carrying on their own policy. We
know their stand. Does the U. N. P.
stand by what its leader so categori-
cally stated in 1961 ?

ofd. . dwed AT Wdnwem S,
(B erls. oyi. Lwew v ripruds)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

They have passed the same resolu-
tion behind the Prime Minister’s
back.

SO BY Des.
(B m. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

They passed a resolution reaffirm-
ing their policy of federalism. My
hon. Friends opposite charge us say-
ing that we are communal.

CCDEMDNBE NN Y
(QLréLr praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

rose

OV Dea.

( ﬁ@. Q@ erioer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Will my hon. Friend please sit
down ? They talk about our com-
munalism. This is what the Hon.
Dudley Senanayake said in reply to
that charge :

“—It is not with any communal motive
that we are opposing this. As I stated
earlier, it is communalism to try to carve
out an area for one community. That is
the communalism we are opposed to. We
feel that every community must have an
equal right and should inhabit every
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part of Ceylon. Just as the Sinhalese
must have the right to go and colonize
those areas, the Tamils have—will have
and must have—the right to anything in
these areas. That is the non-communal
approach to this question.”

eeDemDsH 2NOBNDBY
(Qr&i praprger)

(Dr. Naganathan)

What did you say at that time?

@O 5Y Dean,

(8. Qsearwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I also said that your Satyagraha
should be put down because under
the guise of fighting for the Tamil
language you were secretly trying to
create a separate state. It is per-
fectly correct that, like every other
party in this country, our party also
at one time stood for parity of status.
It is also true that, like every other
party—except, perhaps, the Federal
Party—we later decided that Sinhala
should be the official language of the
country, throughout the country.
We are not hiding that. What we
want to know is whether the U. N. P.
has changed its policy. If so, say
so. I must say that the reason why
I ask this question is the Hon. Prime
Minister’s statement at Kalmunai.
I speak subject to correction because
I was not there. This is what the
“Times of Ceylon ” of 26th June 1966
reports as being the Prime Minister’s
speech :

“‘1I am beholden and thankful to the
Federal Party.” Addressing Mr. S. J. V.
Chelvanayakam, he said: ‘If I did not
consider you an honest and sincere man
I would not have clasped your hand, and
since our association my admiration for
you has grown.””

This is the important point :

“I know your struggle for the Tamils
is not an anti-Sinhalese one—and you
know that I, too, love the Tamils. ”

He did not say that in 1961. Have
they been struggling only since the
Government was formed ? I have
no objection to the Hon. Prime
Minister loving the Tamils. The
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Tamils have got as much right to his
love as anybody else. But does he
love the Federal Party ? Where does
he stand? The essence of the
Government is the U. N. P.-F. P.
alliance, and we are told that this is
the basis of national unity. We are
told that by this alliance the tiger
has been tamed. The lions from
Nallur have been brought to heel and
they have accepted Sinhala.

Y E B » Fcs.
(8. wrere]l Heossrser)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
Jackals'!

eecDemNGB NOBNBY
(QLr&L_i prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Jackals in the Opposition !

eWIDBI e,

(2. Qserier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The wild animals of Nallur as
opposed to the wild animals of Wil-
pattu have been brought to heel ! This
is what we have been told and we
want the Government to tell us what
the position is. I think my hon.
Friends will be well advised to drop
this tall talk about national unity. I
do not think they even deceive them-
selves about it. Their whole policy
has been one of pleasing the Federal
Party and yielding every time the
Federa]l Party twisted the U. N. P’s
arm. If that is national wunity,
heaven help the nation and heaven
help unity. We want real national
unity of the common people, not the
bogus national unity that my hon.
Friends talk about, dishonest national
unity, the unity of common capitalist
oppression.

The Government’s most outra-
geous claim is its second one. This is
only a ludicrous claim—this claim of
national unity. It is outrageous when
they claim to have upheld the demo-
cratic way of life. I do not like your
dirty, stinking type of democracy.
Far from wupholding democracy,
this Government has, during the last
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15 months, made steady inroads into
the democratic rights people have
enjoyed. Democracy, my foot! They
talk about democracy and keep an
Emergency going for six months.
And it is still going strong, like
Johnny Walker. An utterly needless
Emergency !

They spoke about the freedom of
the press. Their freedom of the press
was demonstrated by the refusal to
allow the C, T. B. even for payment

to carry the “Aththa” and the
“Jana Dina”. You blamed the
S.L.LF.P. Government. At the time

when the entire monopoly press was
conspiring to overthrow that Gov-
ernment, when they were in open
revolt against that Government, it
did not impose any such restriction
on the press.

ofd. @&, Rwed BTN .
(8. erlh. . Lwew e rrprusgs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
What about Basnayake ?

SV BY e,

(8®. Qaserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

And this is your freedom of the
press! At one time they used to talk
very big, “ Oh, do not nationalize the
press ; if you want to break the press
monopoly, start new papers ”. When
the new papers are started, thev do
everything to suppress them. They
close them down for 3} months, they
establish a press censorship, which is
still in force. As I pointed out the
other day, they obstruct distribution
of these papers at every stage, and
they come here and talk of how they
uphold the freedom of the press !

They talk about freedom. If it had
not been for the calculated tactics
followed by the Opposition in filibus-
tering during the last Session, one of
the most undemocratic laws that ever
saw the light of day would have been
enacted by this House. I refer to the
Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill. In
the Senate you passed it. You intro-
duced it in this House but luckily we
were able to put it off. Under the law

Bewldn @5Y5) @& VEW®

164
B eddsnd EERg Sncw

for six months you can hold a person
in detention without a trial, without
even bringing him before -court,
under the normal laws and not
under the Emergency. Democracy !
For one year they could have closed
down a newspaper. They could have
fined a newspaper and closed its
press. Those are the types of laws
that these hon. Members wanted this
House to pass. You even wanted us
not to criticize commissioners of
inquiry for ever and ever, Amen!
And you speak of upholding
democracy.

They carry on a witch-hunt in the
public services, they carry on a witch-
hunt in the armed services, all in the
name of democracy. They banned
our public meetings for four months
—not theirs—to uphold the demo-
cratic way of life! That is the reality,
of what happened. These are not
words ; these are deeds, this is what
happened and this is what is still
happening. The whole situation has
reached such a stage that the Prime
Minister had publicly to refer to the
growth of dictatorial tendencies
within his own ranks.

0o, VY BDlec
(Qzorra _omsssar NG,
(An hon. Member)

Your papers.

CWMO5T s,

(8. Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Not our papers ; I am quoting some
of your owa papers.

I must say that the Prime Minister
himself is no great shakes as a demo-
crat. We experienced his democracy
during the hartal and so we know
something about his democratic lean-
ings. But his public admission at the
Hyde Park rally of the youth leagues
is something which is more eloquent
than anything we can say.

ad Q¥ HDdecwy
(Q&erreg 9B & & Faulr (Heui )
(An hon. Member)

What about the

g Sugathadasa
adium ?
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( r&)@". G}‘swmezir)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Yes, Sugathadasa Stadium.

You talk of our papers. I will
quote your papers. This is what the
“Sunday Observer” of 17th June,
1966 reported. The Prime Minister

says at the U.N.P. Youth League
conference :

“We stood for freedom of the press
and for democracy but now some of our
people have been forgetting what they
fought for and stood for. Now they are
talking of dictators and in terms of
dictatorship. ”

ofd. @8, Qe AT ™wdmn S,
(Blan. eris. ey, Cwew LIGRTL_T T BTG )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

FHnsn.

SNDBY DeHm.

(8. Qserier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

The Prime Minister is not referring
to us. He is referring to “some of
our people”. I was in the same
position as the Minister of State.
Neither of us was invited to this
youth league session and we could
not hear the Prime Minister’s speech
in person, but I was so interested
when I saw this statement that I
immediately compared the report
with all other newspapers and all of
them contained substantially the
same thing. A word here or there
might be different but substantially
it was the same thing. I do not
know whether my hon. Friend from
Nawalapitiya was invited to this
meeting or  not.—[Interruption].
This is what the Hon. Prime Minister
himself said.

I want to remind this House of
one fact. In the last Throne Speech,
you will recall that I spoke speci-
fically about the dangers of such
dictatorial trends developing inside
the Government. I did not mince
words; I spoke about that. I
remember my hon. Friends opposite
laughing and saying that that was

5—— el 15695 (66 /7)
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impossible. They thought I was out
of my mind. My hon. Friends, I
want to tell you I am glad you are
listening to me a little more care--
fully now. The very fact that these
developments of which the Hon.
Prime Minister speaks should take
place, does not surprise me. I do
not regard this as merely some
personal quarrel, some mere struggle
between personalities for power. I
think the personalities involved are
serious enough politicians not to be
influenced by personal consider-
ations. And I have known the
personalities concerned for a long
time and I must say it is my personal
view that I do not think they will
be involved at all personally. What
is important is that this is the begin-
ning of a political crisis inside the
ruling class, the beginning of a poli-
tical crisis inside the Government
and its leading partners. It is a
reflection of a big debate that is
taking place in the Government on :
what are we going to do ? How are
we going to rule? How are we
going to keep ourselves in power ?
What is the way out of this
impasse ? And it is in the course
of trying to resolve that problem
that the United National Party, the
Federal Party, the Hath Havula, are
manifesting divisions and indecision
—[Interruption]. .It is in the course
of this internal struggle, on whether
it is possible to rule through Parlia-
mentary democracy or whether a
more dictatorial form of Government
is needed, that all these differences
come to light. These are questions
which are being posed as a result of
the political policies of the Govern-
ment itself. Of course, there may
be some personal and family factors
at work, but I do not think the sharp
difference of opinion springs princi-
pally from that.

We know that the Government is
in a big dilemma. They formed this
Government of theirs in a hurry.
They were terrified that there would
be a second election though they
always said that they were terri-
fied that Mrs. Bandaranaike was try-
ing to stage a coup. What they were


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1167
Jeped AéR@ew DR
[0 Suw.]

really frightened of was a repetition
of what happened in 1960, that they
would be called upon to form a
Government and get defeated, or
that Mrs. Bandaranaike would form
a Government and get defeated, and
that there would be a second election.
They know what happened when
they risked a general election in 1960.
Somehow or other they had to
scramble together a government
with the Federal Party and so on
and so forth. They put the whole
lot together.—[Interruption].

They were up against another
dilemma. All the nine years that it
was in opposition, the United
National Party had to rely on
demagogy. I think the man princi-
pally responsible for this was the
Minister of State. He was the man
who started the idea of giving the
United National Party a new image,
of basically not changing its nature,
its fundamental character, but giv-
ing the impression about it being
changed. And they began to use
methods used by the Left parties.
They began to hold May Day rallies ;
they began to form trade unions, to
put a touch of red in their green
caps and bush shirts, to call each
other sahodaraya. They used to call
each other sahodaraya, but now they
are calling each other quite different
names.—[Interruption]. At a certain
stage they were calling each other
sahodaraya, and they were calling
all the people who came to their
meetings sahodarayo.

aé OsY Badewy
(Oserrey omEssSaur emen)
(An hon. Member)

Now they call them
dayals ”.

“namma-

eDO%Y D,

(8. Osarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

All that was done. When they
came to power they were put there
by foreign and local vested interests
who had quite different ideas as to
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what should be done. All these big
business people did not put this
Government into power in order
that it may honour the demagogy
they indulged in in order to get the
votes of the people. They began to
ask for their pound of flesh, they
began to demand what they really
wanted, and the Government’s
dilemma was how to fool the people
and actually do the job for their
principal bankers. That is why for
one year they ran on happily relying
on past demagogy. They attacked
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, they
attacked Mrs. Bandaranaike, they
attacked all of us, and had a wonder-
ful time about Mercedes cars, com-
missions, election petitions and
hundred and one ways of enjoying
themselves.—[Interruption]. Yes, the
C.W.E., Karl Marx, and so on.
fact, we had even the Hon. Minister
of State quoting Lenin’s “ State and
Revolution ”. There was no need for
him to do so. What they have done
in the last year and what the capita-
list class has done last year is as
good an education on the real nature
of the capitalist state as Lenin’s
‘“State and Revolution”. It was a
real education in life. Thank you at
least for that.

Now they cannot solve the dilemma
between past demagogy and what
their big supporters want. They
may have done so if one thing in
their calculations went right, that is,
if Uncle Johnson in the U.S.A. gave
them the cash they asked for. They
had big hopes that all their imperia-
list friends would come to their
rescue and would give them money
to keep going. But those hopes did
not materialize. They were so cock—
sure. They drew up a long list of
demands. I think it was 1,350
million rupees that they asked for,
and they started sending Gamani
Corea, the Minister of Finance and
lots of people abroad to get it. I
do not know whether the other
Ministers who disappeared from
time to time got involved in it also.
Eventually, the Prime Minister also

went abroad for two months. They
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asked for a sum of 1,350 million
rupees, and they got small change,
“kadale kassi”! Last year only
about Rs. 38 million worth of aid
came fto Ceylon, a sum of Rs. 50
million or less. But Rs. 250 million
was promised.

The basic fact is that the Govern-
ment did not get the money even
though they had only asked from the
United States of America a sum
equal to what the U.S. spends in
three days in their unsuccessful
attempt to suppress the national
liberation struggle in Vietnam. They
did not get the money, and what is
worse, their so-called friends not
only refused the money but began to
put the screw on, began to twist
their arm. Various demands were
put forward, demands to cut sub-
sidies, demands to devalue the
rupee, demands to lift the morato-
rium and allow Rs. 100 million of
profits and dividends that the Coali-
tion Government did not allow out
of the country, to go to England.
And my hon. Friends were told: if
you do not listen to us no cash.

This created problems for them.
Naturally, one section of their people
say : What is to be done ? Let us do
what the imperialists say; let us
carry out the imperialists’ orders.
But if they do that, neither the parlia-
mentary system nor the U. N. P.-
F. P. Alliance is going to be strong
enough an instrument to resist the
wrath of the people. Therefore, I am
not surprised that certain minds
begin to turn to ideas of more dicta-
torial forms of government. It is @
dispute not on whether to rule but
on how to rule—whether you can
carry on with this type of demagogy
or whether you have to take the
nasty decision and face the conse-
quences. Some of them are clear-
headed enough to think on these
matters. Others still hope against
hope that something will happen.

One of the things that upset all
their calculations was something that
nobody expected, and that.dis, the
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trouble that has developed in the
army last February. If not for the
trouble in the army, perhaps some of
the preparations for more dictatorial
forms of government would have
gone further. But I want to warn this
House. I do not regard this as a
purely personal fight between two
leaders of the U. N. P. But whether
you people talk of democracy or of
dictatorship, fundamentally both
trends are following an essen-
tially undemocratic line. Democracy
is threatened today not only by the
people who talk about dictatorship
but also by the people in
the Government who talk against
dictatorship. Both of are advancing
an anti-democratic process. It is a
question of the degree of anti-demo-
cratic action that they can get away
with that is being disputed.

Dangerous things are taking place.
Take the question of the armed
forces. The Government talks about
re-organizing the armed forces in
terms of a rational defence policy.
What are they doing ? They are carry-
ing on a witch-hunt against pro-
gressive people in the army.—[Inter-
ruption]. Buddhists as well as pro-
gressive, national-minded officers. A
very serious situation arises when the
Commander of the Army is arrested.

od & @8, £wed¥nn
(Qaerres Cey. ST, U Fer )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

A plaint was filed today by the
Attorney-General.

ofd. @8, Rued AeTMsnn e,
(Q@. GTLI. Y. L_uich usa%rr_rm'ﬁ;rua'sas)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

That is to make it sub judice.

e sY ©cs.

(ﬁ@‘ @awmaﬁrj
(Mr. Keuneman)

I am not going to refer to his inno-
cence or guilt, if a plaint has been
ﬁled.—-[Intermption]. I am going to
ask you some questions, I think you
filed the action today, at last, so that
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you can prevent us from raising this
matter. There are a number of ques-
tions which can still be asked. Why
have you arrested the Army
Commander ? You say that you
were advised by the Attorney-
General o do s0. We are
not babies. We know who the
Attorney-General is. He is your
political creature. He does not exist
without you and this has been done

on a political and not a legal
decision.

I wonder how many more provo-
cative actions will emanate in the
near future from apparently unsus-
pected sources in the Government
and I am not referring to the man
who is taking all the beating about
dictatorship.—[Interruption]. I am
not in the least a sympathizer of that
Hon. Minister. I detest his politics but
I like a person who stands by
what he believes. He is one of the men
for whom I have a certain respect. He
is not the type of man who, when he
gets caught riding a bicycle without
a light, runs away or gives somebody
else’s name. He does not do that type
of thing. If he says something he says,
“I said it”. If he does something he
says, “1I did it ”.

I detest what he stands for. We
bitterly oppose and condemn every-
thing he stands for and we will fight
him and his policies to the death. But
we do not in any way think that his
personal abilities are small. So I do
not think the Junior Minister for
Local Government in his partisan
enthusiasm should mistake what is
being said.

AfS. ¢l Dwd AEWWEN0D D,
(8. erls. gpf. Lweh LIGTLTTBriss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

He has not understood it.

IDDDBY e,

(S. Qserer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

This situation is taking place. I am
not going to talk about the people
who are being charged. The whole
method of the investigation cof’the
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alleged coup is entirely unsatisfac-
tory. All sorts of questions were asked
by us but you never answered a
single one. When two people jumped
out of a window and died, I asked you
what Inspector Rahula de Silva was
doing in that office. The Hon. Minis-
ter of State promised—[Interruption].
Whether they jumped out or were
pushed out is a matter for the courts
to decide. Anyway they met their
death by leaping through a window
in the C. I. D. office and crashing to
the ground. The Hon. Minister of
State promised to answer questions
about that. Did he answer them ? He
did not. Now this same Rahula de
Silva has been interdicted himseif for
beating up people and some other
reason.

T Y € BEdsY» e

(8. ev_rere Sadsrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

For nationalizing private property.

DMLY Do,

( ﬁ@ Qaer Lo )
(Mr. Keuneman)

We do not hear anything about it.

Take the question of the officers in
the armed forces whose work has
been stopped—who have been sent on
compulsory leave. I do not know if
any of them have been charged. 1
did not see the list of people who have
been charged. If they have not com-
mitted any offence why were they
sent on compulsory leave ? If they
had committed some military offence
why were they not charged berore a
court martial ? Is it an accident that
nearly all of them were persons pro-
minent in Buddhist associations in
the army ? In the course of this in-
vestigation why was it that people
were questioned by the C. I. D. not
only about events of February 17th
but questioned about activities of
Buddhist associations and member-
ship of Buddhist associations in the
army ? Not only persons who were
in detention, not only persons who
were being sent away on compulsory
leave, but many of the members of
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the armed services, officers and the
rank and file alike, have been inierro-
gated on this matter.

From when has it become an
offence to be a Buddhist in the army ?
From when has it become subversive
to be a member of a Buddhist asso-
ciation in the armed services ?

That is one side of the matter. On
the other side, they create special new
army  units—storm troopers—and
man them with politically reliable
persons like  Lieutenant-Colonel!
Dharmapala who have not seen the
smoke of gunfire in a real battle—

@edemed snozsnmsy
(QLrsi preprger)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Have you ?

WO e,

(8. Qsarwar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I am not in charge of an army unit
but I think I will do a little better
in a battle than you.

I want to ask the Minister of
Nationalized Services why special
agents of the C. I. D. are being taken
into the C.T.B. in the guise of
workers.

I have not brought it but I have
with me a special circular sent by the
I. G. P. —I can table it later—to heads
of departments and heads of public
corporations asking them to recruit
government officers to the Special
Police Reserve and to report on those
who are desirable. These are the
forms of militarization that are
taking place.

That is why I say it is not only one
section of the Government that is
doing it. The whole lot are doing it.
And the threat to democratic rights is
one of the most serious features of the
present position and it is one of the
things we must all fight against. We
are not going to allow this sort of
anti-democratic activity to go ahead.
My hon. Friends on the other side
should learn that as early as possible;
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I shall close with a short reference
to the question of Vietnam. I do not
want to take time on this. We must
condemn very strongly the
thoroughly shameful policy that the
Government has followed on the
American aggression against Viet-
nam.

The Hon. Prime Minister is a man
who is well known for pretending
not to know what is going on under
his nose. @~ When the whole world
knew how the Americans supported
the Cao Ky regime in the persecution
of Buddhists in South Vietnam, the
Prime Minister said he does not
know. He sent two people there.
They have come back and there
is not one word from him about what
they found out.

When the whole world condemned
the barbarous American bombings of
Hanoi and Haiphong and other areas
of the Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam, what did the Prime Minister
say ? The Prime Minister said he is
“ seriously concerned ” about it. We
do not know whether he is seriously
concerned about the American
bombings or whether he is concern-
ed that there have not been enough
bombings. He issued a communique
that he is deeply concerned. What is
the meaning of this flabby talk ?

When I moved an amendment to
the S. L. F. P. Government’s Throne
Speech the U.N.P. voted for the pro-
position that the United States’
troops and those of its allies should
be withdrawn from South Vietnam :
only the other day, when he got into
a tight corner, the Prime Minister
said, “ That is still my police. ” But
not one word was said in his state-
ment on the American bombings of
Hanoi and Haiphong and other parts
of the Democratic Republic of Viet-
name. If that is his policy, why has he
not got the backbone to stand up to
the Americans and say, “I think you
should get out and stay out of Viet-
nam. I think you should not bomhb
North Vietnam.”

He is talking about peace. The only
people who are carrying out war in
Vietnam are the United States of
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America. There is no declaration of
war between the Democratic Repub-
lic of Vietnam and America. The
Democratic Republic of Vietnam is
not bombing America. But without
declaring war America is attacking
the territory of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam. So what does
the Hon. Prime Minister mean by
getting up and saying that there
should be no war ? If he thinks that
there should be no war, let him tell
America to stop their bombing and
condemn it as our amendment asks.

What is the war that is going on in
South Vietnam ? It is a national
liberation struggle of the South Viet-
namese people against imperialism
and its puppets and the only out-
siders interferring and suppressing
them are the Americans and their
allies. If it is the policy of the
Government to ask American troops
to get out and stay out of Vietnam,
do so and do not hedge and try to get
away from this problem. My hon.
Friends are trying to tailor their
foreign policy to their need for
foreign aid—[Interruption].

Bewidn DS1BNGDNSs

(o sUTETLST SjauT&er)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Member for Kelaniya is
repeatedly interrupting the speaker.
There are other hon. Members who
want to listen to the speech and at a
good stage of the speech he interrupts.
It is not fair at all by the hon. Mem-
ber who is speaking.

ey .

(8. Qserwar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

That is why we have moved this
amendment on Vietnam. It is
amazing that when Vietnam has be-
come the single, the most important
question of international politics to-
day, a question on which war or
peace hinges, there is not a single
word or reference to it in this
Throne Speech.

I have done. I have only touched
on the surface of the Government’s
crimes of omission anddcormission

Bewldn 0535 PedBCw

176
B ewldzxd BERg Sdhgw

but I will not go on any further.
What we have seen and heard shows
us that it is necessary not merely to
condemn this Government and show
the hollowness of its demagogy but
to see that it is removed from power
as early as possible. That is the one
way of saving this country. As far
as we and the Opposition are con-
cerned, we shall continue to do
everything towards that end, and
that is why we have to say that we
have no confidence in His Excellen-
cy’s Government.

¢ ce:Ben KBS Sw.
(8. 19 QeFrievr & Bleuit g )
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

I second all the five amendments
moved by the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central.
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(Mr. C. P. J. Seneviratne—Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power)

D00 Hw® HwsyO cene Dnd.
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(8. faren @HemCeéar)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)

B® O mwd 6gdm OIBA& 5T O
S 618 020 g@d mH® & Bwm Gewm
B @Bed gnean @Y.

0eesmie BN sT

(Qur&Lic praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

On a point of Order, Sir. Is the
hon. Member imputing motives to
our Speaker ?

Bowddy DN

(e FuTpTLS; Seiser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

He is not imputing any such
motives.
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(QuréLi prsprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

He says it is a reflection on what
Mr. Speaker did.

ISl 88 WDS5N0 s
(e Furprusi geuiser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Not at all. He did not say anything
like that.
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“ Notwithstanding anything to the
contrary in any provision of this Order
no ballot paper shall after the date
appointed by the Minister of Home
Affairs under section 22 (c) be delivered
to any voter at any polling station unless
thedvoter produces an official identity
card.”
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

That is about official identity
cards.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member for Kotte.—[Inter-
ruption.] I am speaking to the hon.
Member for Kotte. Please do not
start singing and shouting here.
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(B, avrered SBovdsrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

But there are interruptions from
the other side too.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I have pulled up hon. Members
on both sides.

827 e mdé .

(Bm. Sharon @anCesesr)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
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“The Commissioner after such date
as may be appointed for the purpose of
this section by the Minister of Home
Affairs shall send or cause to be sent
an official identity card to each person.”
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(Qeorreas 1 afl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Sir, identity cards are not only for

voters, but for the Stateless also.
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(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
That is not correct.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order please! The Deputy Chair-
man of Committees will now take
the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER Ieﬂ
the Chair, and MRr. DEpUTY CHAIRMAN OF

CommiITTEES [MR. T. QUENTIN FERNANDO]
took the Chai'r.
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“The U. S. rulers have built an econo- '
mic empire which is being resisted from
the Dominican Republic to the Congo,
and especially in Vietnam. Could yasu
imagine yourselves voting for Cao Ky?
If a foreign power occupied the United
States to steal American resources fcr
itself and if a traitor goverrment were
established by force, would you feel it
was your government ? Worse than this,
because the Vietnamese people are S0

determined and show such fantastic
heroism that the greatest military power
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on earth has found it impossible to
conquer them. You American soldiers
are trained to use every modern weapon
of war. Your air force is flying 650
sorties a week in the North and tne
tonrages used in the South are higher
than those used during the second world
war or the Korean war. You are using
napalm, which burns everything it
touches. You are using phosphrous,
which eats like an acid in to those who
are in its path. You are using fragmen-
tation bombs and lazy dogs, which cut up
in pieces and lacerate women and
children in the villages hit without dis-
crimination. You are using poison
chemicals which cause blindness, affect
the nervous system and paralyze. You
are using poison gases which are listed in
army manuals of world wars as poisons,
and other gases which are so deadly that
even soldiers with gas masks have been
killed by their own gas.”
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“Along with world famous figures,
Nobel prize winners, novelists, philoso-
phers, mathematicians, I am forming a
war crimes tribunal in order to vass
judgment, in most solemn terms and with
the most respected international figures,
upon the crimes being committed by the
Urited States Government against the
people of Vietnam. I appeal to you to end
your participation in this barbarous aad
criminal war of conquest. I appeal to vou
to inform the war crimes tribunal of the
truth about this war and to place before
it the evidence of your own eyes. 1
appeal to you as a human being to humen
beings. Remember your humanity and
forget the rest. If you can do this, you
will perform a courageous service to
markind. If you cannot, you will allow
your rulers to continue to degrade your
country and cause its name to be hated
by decent people the world over. ”
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“Any law which has been assentecd
by the Governor-General and whice

appears to His Majesty’s Government in
the United Kingdom—

(a) to alter, to the injury of the stock-
holder, any of the provisions
relating to any Ceylon Govern-
ment stock specified in the
Second Schedule to this Order ;
or

(b) to involve a departure from the
original contract in respect of any
of the said stock ;

may be disallowed by His

Majesty
through a Secretary of State.’
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Lord Macdermott, Lord Morris of
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“Held that the impugned Acts were
ultra vires and invalid in so far as they
constituted a grave and deliberate inter-
ference with the judicial power of the
Judicature. Although criminal legislaticn
which can be described as ad hominem—"

D2 GBS cend B,

“—may not always amount to an
interference with the functions of the
judiciary, in the present case there was
no doubt that there was such interference
that it was not only the likely but ine
intended effect of the impugned enazt-
ments. Such usurpation or infringemernt
of the judicial power was contrary to the
Constitution and, to that extent, fatal to
the validity of the Acts. ”
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“ Although no express mention is made
in the Constitution of vesting in the
Judicature the judicial power which it
already had and was wielding in its
daily process under the Courts Ordin-
ance, the provisions of Part 6 of the
Constitution manifest an intention to
secure in the judiciary a freedom from
political, legislative and executive
control. ”
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Business was interrupted, and the

Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Monday,
18th July 1966.
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At 7.31 p.Mm. MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF
CoMMITTEES adjourned the House without
Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until
2 P.M. on Monday, 18th July

1966, pursuant to the Resolu-
tion of the House this Day.
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